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THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


To  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  Representatives : 

In  submitting  my  eighth  and  last  annual  message  to  Gongress,  it  seems 
proper  that  I  should  refer  to,  and  in  some  degree  recapitulate,  the  events 
and  official  acts  of  the  past  eight  years. 

It  was  my  fortune,  or  misfortune,  to  be  called  to  the  office  of  Chief 
Executive  without  any  previous  political  training.  From  the  age  of 
seventeen  I  had  never  even  witnessed  the  excitement  attending  a  pres* 
idential  campaign  but  twice  antecedent  to  my  own  candidacy,  and  at 
but  one  of  them  was  I  eligible  as  a  voter. 

Under  such  circumstances  it  is  but  reasonable  to  suppose  that  errors 
of  judgment  must  have  occurred.  Even  had  they  not,  differences  of 
opinion  between  the  Executive,  bound  by  an  oath  to  the  strict  perform- 
ance of  his  duties,  and  writers  and  debaters  must  have  arisen.  It  is 
not  necessarily  evidence  of  blunder  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  be< 
cause  there  are  these  dijGferenoes  of  views.  Mistakes  have  been  made, 
as  all  can  see  and  I  admit,  but  it  seems  to  me  oftener  in  the  selections 
made  of  the  assistants  appointed  to  aid  in  carrying  out  the  various 
duties  of  administering  the  (jovernment — ^in  nearly  every  case  selected 
without  a  personal  acquaintance  with  the  appointee,  but  upon  recom- 
mendations of  the  representatives  chosen  directly  by  the  people.  It  is 
impossible,  where  so  many  trusts  ajre  to  be  allotted,  that  the  right  par- 
ties should  be  chosen  in  every  instance.  EUstory  shows  that  no  admin- 
iKtration,  from  the  time  of  Washington  to  the  present,  has  been  free 
from  these  mistakes.  But  I  leave  comparisons  to  history,  claiming  only 
that  I  have  acted  in  every  instance  from  a  conscientious  desire  to  do 
what  was  right,  constitutional  within  the  law,  and  for  the  very  best  in- 
terests of  the  whole  people.  Failures  have  been  errors  of  judgment, 
not  of  intent. 

My  civil  career  commenced,  too,  at  a  most  critical  and  difficult  time. 
Less  than  four  years  before,  the  country  had  emerged  from  a  conflict 
such  as  no  other  nation  had  ever  survived.  Nearly  one-half  of  the 
States  had  revolted  against  the  Government ;  and,  of  those  remaining 
faithful  to  the  Union,  a  large  percentage  of  the  population  sympathized 
with  the  rebellion  and  madean  ''enen^in  the  rear,"  almost  as  dangerous 
as  the  more  honorable  enemy  in  the  front.  The  latter  committed  errors 
of  judgment,  but  they  maintained  them  openly  and  courageously ;  the 
former  received  the  protection  of  the  Crovernment  they  would  see  de- 
stroyed, and  reaped  all  the  pecuniary  advantage  to  be  gained  out  of  the 
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tben  existing  state  of  afiaira  j  many  of  them  by  obtaining  coQtra< 
by  swindling  the  Government  in  tlie  delivery  of  their  goods. 

Immediately  on  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  the  then  noblo  Pr< 
who  had  carried  the  country  so  far  throngh  its  perils,  fell  a  xnart^ 
patriotism  at  the  hands  of  an  assassin. 

The  intervening  time  to  my  first  inangoration  was  filled  i 
wranglings  between  Congress  and  the  new  Executive  as  to  t 
mode  of  ^^  reconstruction,"  or,  to  speak  plainly,  as  to  whether  t 
trol  of  the  Grovemment  should  be  thrown  immediately  into  the 
of  those  who  had  so  recently  and  persistently  tried  to  destro 
whether  the  victors  should  continue  to  have  an  equal  voice  witl 
in  this  controL  Beconstruction,  as  finally  agreed  upon,  means  tl 
only  this,  except  that  the  late  slave  was  enfiranchised,  giving 
crease,  as  was  supposed,  to  the  Union-loving  and  Union-sap] 
votes.  Jfjree^  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word,  they  would  not  disa 
this  expectation.  Hence,  at  the  beginning  of  my  first  administ 
the  work  of  reconstruction — ^much  embarrassed  by  the  long  dela; 
tually  commenced.  It  was  the  work  of  the  legislative  branch 
Government.  My  province  was  wholly  in  approving  their  acts, 
I  did  most  heartily,  urging  the  legislatures  of  States  that  had  n 
done  so  to  ratify  the  fifteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
country  was  laboring  under  an  enormous  debt,  contracted  in  th 
pression  of  rebellion,  and  taxation  was  so  oppressive  as  to  di 
age  production.  Another  danger  also  threatened  us — a  forcigi 
The  last  difficulty  had  to  be  acy usted,  and  was  a^usted,  without  ^ 
and  in  a  manner  highly  honorable  to  all  parties  concerned.  Taxct 
been  reduced  within  the  last  seven  years  nearly  three  hundred  m 
of  dollars,  and  the  national  debt  has  been  reduced  in  the  same  tim 
four  hundred  and  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars.  By  refunding  tl 
per  cent,  bonded  debt  for  bonds  beaxing  five  and  four  and  one-he^ 
cent  interest,  respectively,  the  annual  interest  has  been  reduced 
over  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions  of  dollars  in  18G9  to  but  littl* 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  in  1876.  The  balance  of  trade  hm 
changed  from  over  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions  against  the  U 
States  in  1869  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  d 
in  our  &vor  in  1876. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  balance  of  trade  in  favor  < 
United  States  will  increase,  not  diminish,  and  that  the  pledge  of 
gress  to  resume  specie  payments  in  1879  will  be  easily  accompli 
even  in  the  absence  of  much  desired  further  legislation  on  the  si^ 

A  policy  has  been  adopted  toward  the  Indian  tribes  inhabiting  i^ 
portion  of  the. territory  of  the  United  States  which  has  boon  hd 
and  has  substantially  ended  Indian  hostilities  in  the  whole  land,  al 
in  a  portion  of  Nebraska,  and  Dakota,  Wyoming,  and  Montana  T^ 
ries— the  Black  Hills  region  and  approaches  thereto.  Hostilities ! 
have  grown  out  of  the  avarice  of  the  white  man,  who  has  yiolatai 
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treaty  stipalations  in  his  search  for  gold.  Tho  qnestion  might  be  asked 
why  the  Ctovemment  has  not  enforced  obedience  to  the  tenns  of  the 
treaty  prohibiting  the  occupation  of  the  Black  Hills  region  by  whites  1 
The  answer  is  simple :  The  first  immigrants  to  the  Black  HiUs  were 
removed  by  troops,  but  rnmors  of  rich  discoveries  of  gold  took  into  that 
region  increased  numbers.  Gold  has  actually  been  found  in  paying 
quantity,  and  an  effort  to  remove  the  miners  would  only  result  in  the 
desertion  of  the  bulk  of  the  troops  that  might  be  sent  there  to  remove 
them.  All  difficulty  in  this  matter  has,  however,  been  removed— sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  Congress— by  a  treaty  ceding  the  Blaclk  Hills 
and  approaches  to  settlement  by  citizens. 

The  subject  of  Indian  policy  and  treatment  is  so  fully  set  forth  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  the  Oommissioner  of  Indian  AfEairs,  and 
my  views  so  fully  expressed  therein,  that  I  refer  to  their  reports  and 
recommendations  as  my  own. 

The  relations  of  the  United  States  with  foreign  powers  continue  on  a 
friendly  footing. 

Questions  have  arisen  from  time  to  time  in  the  foreign  relations  of 
the  Government,  but  the  United  States  have  been  happily  free  during 
the  past  year  ftom  the  complications  and  embarrassments  which  have 
surrounded  some  of  the  foreign  powers. 

The  diplomatic  correspondence  submitted  herewith  contains  informa* 
tion  as  to  certain  of  the  matters  which  have  occupied  the  Government. 

The  cordiality  which  attends  our  relations  with  the  powers  of  the 
earth  has  been  plainly  shown  by  the  general  participation  of  foreign 
nations  in  the  exhibition  which  has  just  closed^  and  by  the  exertions 
made  by  distant  powers  to  show  their  interest  in  and  friendly  feelings 
toward  the  United  States  in  the  commemoration  of  the  centennial  of 
the  nation.  The  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  have  not 
only  fully  appreciated  this  exhibition  of  kindly  feeling,  but  it  may  be 
jnstiy  and  fairly  expected  that  no  small  benefits  will  result  both  to  our- 
selves and  other  nations  firom  abetter  acquaintance,  and  a  better  appre- 
ciation of  our  mutual  advantages  and  mutual  wants. 

Gongress  at  its  last  session  saw  fit  to  reduce  the  amount  usually  ap- 
propriated for  foreign  intercourse  by  withholding  appropriations  for 
representatives  of  the  United  States  in  certain  foreign  countries,  and 
for  certain  consular  officers,  and  by  reducing  the  amounts  usually  ap- 
propriated for  certain  other  diplomatic  posts,  and  thus:  necessitating  a 
change  in  the  grade  of  the  representatives.  For  these  reasons,  immedi- 
ately upon  the  passage  of  the  bill  making  appropriatioirs  for  the  diplo- 
matic and  consular  service  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  instructions 
were  issued  to  the  representatives  of  the  United  Statues  at  Bolivia, 
Ecilador,  and  Colombia,  and  to  the  insular  officers  for  whom  no  ap- 
propriation had  been  made,  to  close  their  respective  Iegal;ions  and  con- 
sulates, and  cease  from  the  peiformance  of  their  dnties ;  and  in  like 
manner  steps  were  immediately  taken  to  substitute  char^^s  d'afTaires 
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for  miaisters-reeideDt  in  Portagal)  Deumark,  Greece,  Switzerland,  and  ' 
Puragnay. 

Whili)  lliorouglily  improssed  with  llio  wisdom  of  sound  economy  in 
tbe  foreign  Bcrvice  as  in  otlier  brandies  of  tbe  Goveniuieut,  I  cannot  . 
escape  tb«  concloaion  tiiat  in  some  instances  tLo  witlibolding  of  appro- J 
priations  will  prove  an  expeaaivo  economy,  and  that  tbe  small  retrencli-  £ 
,OBnt  secured  by  a  change  of  grade  in  certain  <]ip)omatic  {losts  ia  uotfl 
^gi  adequate  consideration  for  tbe  loss  of  tuflaencc  and  importance  I 
^S^li  will  attend  our  foreign  representatives  under  tbis  redaction.  I  f 
•IB  of  tlie  opmion  that  a  re-eixaniiriAtion  of  tbe  subject  will  ciinso  a  I 
change  in  some  instances  in  tbe  oonclasions  reached  on  these  snbjectsi 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  Court  of  Commissioners  of  Alabama  Claims,  whose  functions  were  1 
eoQtLnned  by  un  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  nntil  the  1st  day  (rf 
January,  1877,  lias  carried  ou  its  labors  with  diligence  and  general  sat- 
iabiction.  By  a  re{K>rt  troia  the  clerk  of  the  court,  transmitteil  here- 
with, bearing  date  November  14,  1S76,  it  appears  that  within  the  time 
now  allowed  by  law  the  i«urt  will  have  disposed  of  all  the  claims  pre- 
BeDt«d  for  adjudication.  This  rvtiort  also  contains  a  statement  of  the 
general  results  of  the  labors  of  tbe  court  to  the  date  thereof.  It  is  a 
caose  of  satisfaction  that  ihe  method  adopted  for  tbe  satisfaction  of  the 
classes  of  claims  submitted  to  tbe  court,  which  are  of  long  standing  and 
fnsUy  entitled  to  early  consideration,  sbonkl  have  proved  snccessfnl  >nd 
acceptable. 

It  is  with  satisfaction  that  1  am  enabled  to  state  that  the  work  of  tbe 
loint  commission  for  determining  tbe  bonndary-line  between  the  United 
States  and  British  possesaians  from  the  northwest  angle  of  tbe  Latte 
of  tbe  Woods  to  the  Itoc^ky  Mountains,  commenced  in  1872,  has  been 
completed.  Tbe  final  agreements  of  the  commissioners,  with  the  mapR, 
hare  been  dnly  signed,  and  the  work  of  the  commissiou  is  complete. 

The  fixing  of  tlw3  boundary  ugtou  tbe  Pacific  coast  by  the  protocol  of 
March  10,  IS73,  p'orsuant  to  the  award  of  tbe  Empt^ror  of  Germany  by 
Article  XXXrv  of  the  trcflly  of  Washington,  with  the  termination  of 
tlie  work  of  this  commission,  ai\Jnsts  and  lines  the  entire  boundary  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  British  possessions,  except  as  to  tbe 
portion  of  temtdry  ceded  by  ItUHsia  to  tbe  United  States  nuder  tbe 
treaty  of  IStii.  The  work  iutmsted  to  the  commissioner  and  tbe  officers 
of  tbe  Army  attjtched  to  the  commission  has  been  well  and  satisfnctoriljr  ■ 
pcrformnl.  Tbe  origiual  of  the  ilnal  agreement  of  the  commissionera 
sigueil  n|M>u  tbe  29tb  of  May,  1870,  with  the  original  '■  list  of  astroDom<  J 
Icat  stalious  obuBTed,"  Che  original  ofQciol  "  list  of  monuments  marking  ' 
the  Inleruatioual  boundary -line,"  and  the  maps,  records,  and  general  re- 
ports relntiog  to  tbe  commission,  have  been  deposited  in  tbe  Depart- 
ment of  State.  Tbe  ofllcial  report  of  the  commissioner  on  tbe  {i 
tbe  United  States,  with  tbe  report  of  the  chief  astronomer  of  tho  L 
States,  will  be  submitted  lo  Oongreaa  within  a  sboR  time. 
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I  reserve  for  a  s^arate  commnnication  to  Congress  a  statement  of 
the  condition  of  the  qaestions  which  lately  arose  with  Great  Britain 
respecting  the  surrender  of  fngitive  criminals  nnder  the  treaty  of  1842. 

The  Ottoman  government  gave  notice,  nnder  date  of  Jannary  15, 1874, 
of  its  desire  to  terminate  the  treaty  of  1862,  concerning  commerce  and 
navigation,  pnrsaant  to  the  provisions  of  the  twenty-second  article 
thereof.  ITnder  this  notice  the  treaty  terminated  upon  the  5th  day  of 
Jane,  1876.  That  government  has  invited  negotiations  toward  the  con- 
closion  of  a  new  treaty. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  23, 1874,  the  President  was  author- 
ized, when  he  should  receive  satisfactory  information  that  the  Ottoman 
government  or  that  of  Egypt  had  organized  new  tribunals  likely  to 
secore  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  the  same  impartial  jastice  en- 
jpyed  nnder  the  exercise  of  judicial  functions  by  diplomatic  and  consu- 
lar officers  of  the  United  States,  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act  of 
June  22, 1860,  and  to  accept  for  citizens  of  the  United  States  the  juris- 
diction of  the  new  tribunals.  Satisfactory  information  having  been 
received  of  the  organization  of  such  new  tribunals  in  Egypt,  I  caused  a 
proclamation  to  be  issued  upon  the  27th  of  March  last,  suspending  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  June  22, 1860,  in  Egypt,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  A  copy  of  the  proclamation  accompanies  this  mes- 
sage. The  United  States  has  united  with  the  other  powers  in  the  organ- 
ization of  these  courts.  It  is  hoi>ed  that  the  jurisdictional  questions 
which  have  arisen  may  be  readily  adjusted,  and  that  this  advance  in 
judicial  reform  may  be  hindered  by  no  obstacles. 

The  necessary  legislation  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  respect- 
ing commercial  reciprocity  concluded  with  the  Hawaiian  Islands  in 
1875  having  been  had,  the  proclamation  to  carry  into  effect  the  conven- 
tion as  provided  by  the  act  approved  August  15, 1876,  was  duly  issued 
upon  the  9th  day  of  September  last  A  copy  thereof  accompanies  this 
message. 

The  commotions  which  have  been  prevalent  in  Mexico  for  some  time 
past,  and  which  unhappily  seem  to  be  not  yet  wholly  quieted,  have  led 
to  complaints  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  injuries  by  pers<His  in 
authority.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  these  will  ultimately  be  adjusted 
to  the  satisfaction  of  both  governments.  The  frontier  of  the  United 
States  in  that  quarter  has  not  been  exempt  from  acts  of  violence  by 
citizens  of  one  republic  on  those  of  the  other.  The  frequency  of  these 
is  supposed  to  be  increased  and  their  adjustment  made  more  difficult  by 
the  considerable  changes  in  the  course  of  the  lower  part  of  the  Rio 
Grande  Biver,  which  river  is  a  part  of  the  boundary  between  the  two 
countries.  These  changes  have  placed  on  either  side  of  that  river  por- 
tions of  land  which  by  existing  conventions  belong  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  government  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  subject  of  adjust- 
ment of  this  cause  of  difficulty  is  under  consideration  between  the  two 
tepublicflb 
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The  goyernment  of  the  United  States  of  Colombia  lias  paid  th 
ill  the  case  of  the  steamer  MontijO|  seized  by  aathorities  of  that 
ment  some  years  since,  and  tlie  amount  has  been  transferred 
claimants. 

It  is  with  satisfSaction  that  I  am  able  to  announce  that  the  Joi 
mission  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  between  the  United  St£ 
Mexico,  under  the  convention  of  1868,  the  duration  of  which  lit 
several  times  extended,  has  brought  its  labors  to  a  close.  y\ 
report  of  the  agent  of  the  ITnited  States,  which  accompanies  the 
transmitted  herewith,  it  will  be  seen  that  within  the  time  limiteil 
commission  one  thousand  and  seventeen  claims  on  the  part  of  i 
of  the  United  States  against  Mexico  were  referred  to  the  coinn 
Of  these  claims,  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one  were  dismissed  c 
lowed,  and  in  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  cases  awards  were  in 
favor  of  the  claimants  against  the  Mexican  Bepublic,  amoauting 
aggregate  to  four  million  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thous£ 
hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  twenty  cents.  Within  tin 
period  nine  hundred  and  ninety-eight  claims  on  the  part  of  citiz 
the  Mexican  Bepublic  against  the  United  States  were  referred 
commission.  Of  these  claims,  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one  wei 
missed  or  disallowed ;  and  in  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  cases  a 
were  made  in  favor  of  the  claimants  against  the  United  States,  an 
ing  in  the  aggregate  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  four  ha 
and  ninety-eight  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 

By  the  terms  of  the  convention  the  amount  of  these  awards  is 
deducted  from  the  amount  awarded  in  favor  of  our  citizens  a{ 
Mexico,  and  the  balance  only  to  be  paid  by  Mexico  to  the  United  S 
leaving  the  United  States  to  make  provision  for  this  proportion  c 
awards  in  &vor  of  its  own  citizens. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  legislation  which  will  be  nocessi] 
provide  for  the  payment. 

In  this  connection  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  express  the  acki 
edgments  due  to  Sir  Edward  Thornton,  the  umpire  of  the  commis 
who  has  given  to  the  consideration  of  the  large  number  of  claims 
mitted  to  him  much  time,  unwearied  patience,  and  that  firmness 
intelligence  which  are  well  known  to  belong  to  the  accomplished  n 
sentative  of  Great  Britain,  and  which  are  likewise  recognized  hy 
representative  in  this  country  of  the  republic  of  Mexico. 

Monthly  payments  of  a  very  small  part  of  the  amoant  dae  by 
government  of  Venezuela  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  occoqi: 
claims  of  the  latter  against  that  government  continue  to  be  made  i 
reasonable  punctuality.  That  government  has  proposed  to  change 
system  which  it  has  hitherto  pursued  in  this  respect,  by  issuing  bo 
for  part  of  the  amount  of  the  several  claims.  The  proposition,  h 
ever,  could  not,  it  Is  supposed,  properly  be  accepted,  at  least  with 
\e  consent  of  the  holders  of  certificates  of  the  indebtedness  of  Ye 
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zaela«    These  are  so  mncli  dispersed  that  it  would  be  difficalt,  if  not 
impossible^  to  ascertain  their  disposition  on  the  subject. 

In  former  messages  I  have,  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
necessity  of  legislation  with  regard  to  frandnleut  naturalization  and  to 
the  subject  of  expatriation  and  the  election  of  nationality. 

The  numbers  of  persons  of  foreign  birth  seeking  a  home  in  the  United 
States,  the  ease  and  facility  with  which  the  honest  emigrant  may  after 
the  lapse  of  a  reasonable  time  become  possessed  of  all  the  privileges  of 
citizenship  of  the  United  States,  and  the  frequent  occasions  which  in- 
duce such  adopted  citizens  to  return  to  the  country  of  their  birth,  ren- 
der the  subject  of  naturalization  and  the  safeguards  which  experience 
has  proved  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  honest  naturalized  citi- 
zen of  iKuramount  importance.  The  very  simplicity  in  the  requirements 
of  law  on  this  question  afifords  opportunity  for  &aud,  and  the  want  of 
uniformity  in  the  proceedings  and  records  of  the  various  courts,  and  in 
the  forms  of  the  certificates  of  naturalization  issued,  affords  a  constant 
source  of  difiSculty. 

I  suggest  no  additional  requirements  to  the  acquisition  of  citizenship 
beyond  those  now  existing,  but  I  invite  the  earnest  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  necessity  and  wisdom  of  some  provisions  regarding  uniform- 
ity in  the  records  and  certificates,  and  providing  against  the  frauds 
which  frequently  take  place,  and  for  the  vacating  of  a  record  of  natu- 
ralization obtained  in  fraud. 

These  provisions  are  needed  in  aid  and  for  the  protection  of  the  honestv 
citizen  of  foreign  birth,  and  for  the  want  of  which  he  is  made  to  suffer' 
not  infi:equently.  The  United  States  has  insisted  upon  the  right  of  expa- 
triation, and  has  obtained  after  a  long  struggle  an  admission  of  the  prin- 
ciple contended  for  by  acquiescence  therein  on  the  part  of  many  foreign 
powers  and  by  the  conclusion  of  treaties  on  that  subject  It  is,  however, 
but  justice  to  the  government  to  which  such  naturalized  citizens  have 
formerly  owed  allegiance,  as  well  as  to  the  United  States,  that  certain 
fixed  and  definite  rules  should  be  adopted  governing  such  cases  and 
providiug  how  expatriation  may  be  accomplished. 

While  emigrants  in  large  numbers  become  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  also  true  that  persons,  both  native-bom  and  naturalized, 
once  citizens  of  the  United  States  either  by  formal  acts  or  as  the  effect 
of  a  series  of  facts  and  circumstances,  abandon  their  citizenship  and 
cease  to  be  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  but  continue 
on  convenient  occasions  to  assert  a  claim  to  protection  in  the  absence  of 
provisions  on  these  questions. 

And  in  this  connection  I  again  invite  your  attention  to  the  necessity 
of  legislation  concerning  the  marriages  of  American  citizens  contracted 
abroad,  and  concerning  the  status  of  American  women  who  may  marry 
foreigners,  and  of  children  bom  of  American  parents  in  aforeign  country. 

The  delicate  and  complicated  questions  continually  occurring  with 
reference  to  naturalization,  expatriation^  and  the  status  of  such  persons 
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as  1  have  above  referred  to,  mdncc  me  to  enrnesUy  ilircct  your  atl«atioi 
agftiii  to  these  sabjects. 

Ill  like  uianurr,  1  repeat  my  i-ecommeuiIntioD  tbAt  some  iiieaus  lie  pi 
vklitl  for  the  bearing  and  detecmi nation  of  the  .in«t  aud  »absiKtm| 
s  of  alieaa  npon  the  Government  of  the  Uuiled  States  within 
WDable  limitation,  ami  of  such  aa  mny  hereaJter  at'tm.    \Vbile, 
UjBktlng:  proriBious  of  law,  the  Gonrt  of  Claims  may  in  certain  voecs 
TMorte^  to  by  aa  alien  elaimaot,  the  absence  of  any  general  provisioi 
gorcniiof:  all  such  caiws,  and  the  want  of  a  tribuual  skilled  in  the  dt 
positiun  of  fiucli  cases  upon  recognized  fixed  and  settled  principles; 
either  provides  uo  remedy  in  many  deserving  cases  or  compels  a  con- 
aideration  of  such  elaime  by  Congress  or  the  executive  department  of 
tboOovemment. 

It  is  believed  that  other  Kuventments  are  in  advance  of  the  United 
States  upon  tbia  qaestion,  and  that  the  practice  now  adopted  is  entirely 
uoaaCiafactory. 

Congress  by  an  act  approved  tbc  3d  day  of  March,  18TQ,  anthorized 
tbe  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Colorado  to  form  a  State  govern- 
meat,  with  the  name  of  the  Stateof  Colorado,  and  therein  provided  for 
the  admission  of  said  State,  when  formed,  into  the  Union,  upon 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

A  constitution  having  been  adopted  tuid  ratified  by  tbe  people  of  thi 
SL-ite  aud  the  acting  governor  having  certified  to  me  tbe  facts  as  pro* 
vided  by  aaid  act,  together  with  a  copy  of  such  constitation  and  ordi* 
'  naocea  as  provided  for  in  the  said  act,  and  tbe  provisions  of  the  raid 
act  at  Congress  having  been  duly  complies]  with,  I  issued  a  proclamA- 
tton  upon  tbe  1st  of  Augnst,  187Q,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed. 

Tbe  re|Kirt  of  the  Secretary  of  War  shows  that  tbe  Army  has  been 
aclively  employed  during  the  year  in  subdaiog,  at  tbe  request  of  the 
[ndinu  Bureau,  certaiu  wild  bandn  of  the  Sioux  Indian  nation  and  la 
preeecviog  tbe  i^eace  at  tbe  Soath  during  the  election.  The  commission 
coDBtituted  tiuder  tbe  act  of  July  ^,  1876,  to  consider  aud  report  on  the 
"  whole  subject  of  the  reform  and  re^irganization  of  the  Army"  met  in 
Angnst  last,  and  has  collecteil  a  large  mass  of  Btatistics  and  opinions 
bearing  on  tbe  subject  before  it.  These  are  now  aoder  consideration 
uhI  their  report  is  pi'ogressing.  I  am  advised,  thongb,  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  commission  that  it  will  be  impracticable  to  comply  with  tbe 
cUosu  of  the  act  requiring  tbe  report  to  be  pretiented,  through  me,  to 
Coagreiu  on  the  first  day  of  this  sestuou.  as  there  has  not  yet  been  til 
for  that  mature  deliberation  which  tbe  importance  of  the  subject 
mands.  Therefore,  I  ack  that  the  lime  of  making  the  report  be  extendi 
to  tbe  20tb  day  of  January,  1377. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  August  15,  IDtU,  tbu  ArmyBej^ 
latlons  prepared  under  the  act  of  March  1, 1875,  have  not  been  promi 
gated,  hot  ore  hehl  uutU  after  the  report  of  the  above-meuUoaed 
D  shall  have  been  received  and  acted  oa. 


tot      -^ 
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By  the  act  of  Aagnst  15, 1876,  the  cavalry  force  of  the  Army  was 
increased  by  2,500  men,  with  the  proviso  that  they  should  be  discharged 
on  the  expiration  of  hostilities.  Under  this  aatbority,  the  cavalry  regi- 
ments have  been  strengthened,  and  a  portion  of  them  are  now  in  the 
field  porsaing  the  remnants  of  the  Indians  with  whom  they  have  been 
engaged  during  the  summer. 

The  estimates  of  the  War  Department  are  made  up  on  the  basis  of 
the  number  of  men  authorized  by  law,  and  their  requirements,  as  shown 
by  years  of  experience ;  and  also  with  the  purpose  on  the  part  of  the 
bureau  officers  to  provide  for  all  contingencies  that  may  arise  during  the 
time  for  which  the  estimates  are  made.  Exclusive  of  engineer  esti- 
mates, (presented  in  accordance  with  acts  of  Congress  calling  for  smrveys 
and  estimates  for  improvements  at  various  localities,)  the  estimates  now 
presented  are  about  six  millions  in  excess  of  the  appropriations  for  the 
years  1874r-^75  and  1875-'76.  This  increase  is  asked  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  increased  cavalry  force,  (should  their  services  be  necessary,)  to 
prosecute,  economically,  work  upon  important  public  buildings,  to  pro- 
vide for  armament  of  fortifications  and  manufacture  of  small-arms,  and 
to  replenish  the  working  stock  in  the  supply  departments.  The  appro- 
priations for  these  last  named  have  for  the  past  few  years  been  so  lim- 
ited, that  the  accumulations  in  store  will  be  entirely  exhausted  during 
the  present  year,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  at  once  begin  to  replenish 
them. 

I  invite  your  special  attention  to  the  following  recommendations  of 
the  Secretary  of  War : 

First  That  the  claims  under  the  act  of  July  4, 1864,  for  supplies  taken 
by  the  Army  during  the  war  be  removed  from  the  offices  of  the  Quar- 
termaster and  Commissary  Generals  and  transferred  to  the  Southern 
Claims  Commission.  These  claims  are  of  precisely  similar  nature  to 
those  now  before  the  Southern  Claims  Commission,  and  the  War  De- 
partment bureaus  have  not  the  clerical  force  for  their  examination  nor 
proper  machinery  for  investigating  the  loyalty  of  the  claimants. 

Second.  That  Congress  sanction  the  scheme  of  an  annuity-ftind  for 
the  benefit  of  the  families  of  deceased  officers ;  and  that  it  also  provide 
for  the  permanent  organization  of  the  Signal  Service;  both  of  which 
were  recommended  in  my  last  annual  message. 

Third.  That  the  manufacturing  operations  of  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment be  concentrated  at  three  arsenals  and  an  armory,  and  that  the 
remaining  arsenals  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  this  object  by 
the  Ordnance  Department. 

The  appropriations  for  river  and  harbor  improvements  for  the  current 
year  were  $5,015,000.  With  my  approval,  the  Secretary  of  War  directed 
that  of  this  amount  $2,000,000  should  be  expended,  and  no  new  work 
should  be  begun  and  none  prosecuted  which  were  not  of  national  im- 
portance. Subsequently  this  amount  was  increased  to  $2,237,600,  and 
the  works  are  now  progressing  on  tUs  besia. 
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The  improvement  of  the  South  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  Rivei 
James  B.  Eads  and  his  associates,  is  progressing  favorably. 
present  time  there  is  a  channel  of  twenty  and  three-tenths  (20.3 
depth  between  the  jetties  at  the  month  of  the  pass,  and  eight 
one-half  (18^)  feet  at  the  head  of  the  pass.  Neither  channel,  h< 
has  the  width  required  before  payments  can  be  made  by  the 
States.  A  commission  of  engineer  ofScers  is  now  examiniuj 
works,  and  their  reports  will  be  presented  as  soon  as  received. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shows  that  branch 
service  to  be  in  condition  as  effective  as  it  is  possible  to  keep  : 
the  means  and  authority  given  the  Department.  It  is,  of  coai 
possible  to  rival  the  costly  and  progressive  establishments  o 
European  powers  with  the  old  material  of  our  Navy,  to  whicl 
crease  has  been  authorized  since  the  war,  except  the  eight  small  o 
built  to  supply  the  place  of  others  which  had  gone  to  decay.  1 
most  has  been  done  that  was  possible  with  the  means  at  commanc 
by  substantially  rebuilding  some  of  our  old  ships  with  durable  m£ 
and  completely  repairing  and  refitting  our  monitor  fleet,  the  Na 
been  gradually  so  brought  up  that,  though  it  does  not  maintain  it 
tive  position  among  the  progressive  navies  of  the  world,  it  is  no 
condition  more  powerful  and  effective  than  it  ever  has  been  in  t 
peaee. 

The  complete  repairs  of  our  five  heavy  iron-clads  are  only  dela; 
account  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  appropriations  made  last  year  f< 
working  bureaus  of  the  Department,  which  were  actually  less  in  an 
than  those  made  before  the  war,  notwithstanding  the  greatly  cub] 
price  of  labor  and  materials  and  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  i 
service,  growing  out  of  the  universal  use  and  great  expense  of  s\ 
machinery.  The  money  necessary  for  these  repairs  should  be  pro^ 
at  once,  that  they  may  be  completed  without  further  unnecessary  < 
and  expense. 

When  this  is  done,  all  the  strength  that  there  is  in  our  Navy  wi 
developed  and  useftil  to  its  full  capacity,  and  it  will  be  powerfal  for 
poses  of  defense,  and  also  for  offensive  action,  should  the  necessity 
that  arise  within  a  reasonable  distance  from  our  shores. 

The  fact  that  our  Navy  is  not  more  modem  and  powerfal  than  it  is 
been  made  a  cause  of  complaint  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy 
persons  who  at  the  same  time  criticise  and  complain  of  his  endeavoi 
bring  the  Navy  that  we  have  to  its  best  and  most  efficient  conditi 
but  the  good  sense  of  the  country  will  understand  that  it  is  really 
to  his  practical  action  that  we  have  at  this  time  any  effective  naval  k 
at  command. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster-Oeneral  shows  the  excess  of  cxi)ei 
tares  (excluding  expenditures  on  account  of  previous  years)  over 
ceipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876,  to  be  $4,151,988.60. 

Estimated  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878,  i 

30,723,432.43. 
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Estimated  revenue  for  same  period  is  $30,645,165,  leaving  estimated 
excess  of  expenditare,  to  be  appropriated  as  a  deficiency,  of  $6,078,267.43. 

The  Postmaster-General,  like  his  predecessor,  is  convinced  that  a 
change  in  the  basis  of  adjusting  the  salaries  of  postmasters  of  the  fourth 
class  is  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service,  as  well  as  for  the  interests 
of  the  Government,  and  urgently  recommends  that  the  compensation  of 
the  class  of  postmasters  above  mentioned  be  based  upon  the  business 
of  their  respective  offices,  as  ascertained  from  the  sworn  returns  to  the 
Auditor  of  stamps  canceled. 

A  few  postmasters  in  the  Southern  States  have  expressed  great  ap* 
prehension  of  their  personal  safety  on  account  of  their  connection  with 
the  postal  service,  and  have  specially  requested  that  their  reports  of  ap- 
prehended danger  should  not  be  made  public  lest  it  should  result  in 
the  loss  of  their  lives.  But  no  positive  testimony  of  interference  has 
been  submitted,  except  in  the  case  of  a  mail-messenger  at  Spartan- 
burgh,  in  South  Carolina,  who  reported  that  ho  had  been  violently  driven 
away  while  in  charge  of  the  mails,  on  account  of  his  political  affilia- 
tions. An  assistant  superintendent  of  the  railway  mail-service  investi- 
gated this  case,  and  reported  that  the  messenger  had  disappeared  from 
his  post,  leaving  his  work  to  be  performed  by  a  substitute.  The  Post- 
master-General thinks  this  case  is  sufficiently  suggestive  to  justify  him 
in  recommending  that  a  more  severe  punishment  should  be  provided  for 
the  offense  of  assaulting  any  person  in  charge  of  the  mails,  or  of  retard- 
ing or  otherwise  obstructing  them  by  threats  of  personal  injury. 

<<  A  very  gratifying  result  is  presented  in  the  fact  that  the  deficiency 
of  this  Department  during  the  last  fiscal  year  was  reduced  to  $4,081,- 
790.18,  as  against  $6,169,938.88  of  the  preceding  year.  The  difference 
can  be  traced  to  the  large  increase  in  its  ordinary  receipts  (which  greatly 
exceed  the  estimates  therefor)  and  a  slight  decrease  in  its  expenditures.^ 

The  ordinary  receipts  of  the  Post-Office  Department  for  the  past 
seven  fiscal  years  have  increased  at  an  average  of  over  8  per  cent,  per 
annum,  while  the  increase  of  expenditures  for  the  same  period  has  been 
but  about  5.50  per  cent  per  annum,  and  the  decrease  of  deficiency  in 
the  revenues  has  been  at  the  rate  of  nearly  2  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  accompanying  this 
message  will  be  found  one  of  great  interest,  marking,  as  it  does,  the 
great  progress  of  the  last  century  in  the  variety  of  products  of  the 
soil,  increased  knowledge  and  skill  in  the  labor  of  producing,  saving, 
and  manipulating  the  same  to  prepare  them  for  the  use  of  man ;  in  the 
improvements  in  machinery  to  aid  the  agriculturist  in  his  labors,  and 
in  a  knowledge  of  those  scientific  subjects  necessary  to  a  thorough  sys- 
tem of  economy  in  agricultural  production,  namely,  chemistry,  botany, 
entomology,  &c.  A  study  of  this  report  by  those  interested  in  agricul- 
ture and  deriving  their  support  from  it  will  find  it  of  value,  in  point- 
ing out  those  articles  which  are  raised  in  greater  quantity  than  the  needs 
of  the  world  require,  and  must  sell,  therefore,  for  less  than  the  cost 
of  production,  and  those  which  command  a  profit  over  cost  of  produc- 
tion because  there  is  not  an  over-production. 
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I  call  epocial  attcntiou  to  the  need  of  tbc  Ocpartaient  Tor  a  tiew  g^IeiH 
for  tfao  rflception  of  the  t-xbibitfi  returDedfrom  the  Ccnteimtal  ExIilbltioiJ 
iudading  Uio  exhibits  donated  by  very  mauy  foreign  nations;  and  td 
tlie  recommendations  of  the  (jommissioucr  of  Atn'iodliiru  ^uerally.      fl 

Tlie  rcportj^  of  tbn  District  Gommissioncrs  and  the  bo»nl  of  bealtn 
an)  just  recei\'cd — too  Into  to  read  them  and  to  make  recomtDCudationH 
tltorooti — and  are  lieruwith  Aubmitto<l.  fl 

Tho  Int^-niatioual  Kshibition  hold  in  Pbiladclpbia  this  ye^ir,  iti  ooosfl 
uiemonUiuii  of  the  one  biiudre<lth  anniversary  of  American  independfl 
eueo,  has  proven  a  f;:reat  Hiiccess,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  of  cndnrioM 
advantage  to  the  country.    It  has  shown  the  great  pro^^ross  in  the  art^| 
ficieuces,  and  mechanical  skill  made  in  a  single  century,  and  deinoin 
Btratc^l  that  we  are  but  little  behind  older  nations  in  any  onu  branch^ 
wbilo  in  somo  we  scarcely  have  a  rival.    It  has  served,  too,  not  only  to 
bring  peoples  and  pi-o<luctH  of  skill  and  labor  from  all  parts  of  the  world 
togotber,  but  in  bringing  together  people  fhjm  all  sections  of  onr  own 
country,  which  must  prove  a  great  benefit  iu  the  ioforination  imparts 
and  pride  of  country  engeudereil. 

It  has  been  suggested  b;  sciontlsts  interested  in  and  conuectetl  « 
tliu  Snttthsouian  Institution,  in  a  communication  herewith,  that  I 
Government  exhibit  be  removed  to  the  eapita)  and  a  suitable  bultdioj 
be  orectcd  or  purchased  for  its  accommodation  as  a  ]>ermanont  exbtbtUl 
1  earnestly  rucotumond  this,  and  believing  that  Congress  wonld  socoul 
this  view,  1  directed  that  all  Government  exhibit*  at  the  Contonnw 
Exhibition  should  remain  where  they  aro,  except  such  as  might  be  in^ 
lured  by  remaining  in  a  building  not  intended  as  a  protection  in  inclooi- 
eut  weather,  or  such  as  may  be  wanted  by  the  Department  furniablDg 
them,  until  the  quotilton  of  [lermanent  exhibition  is  acted  on. 

Although  the  moneys  appropriated  by  Congress  to  enable  tliu  parj 
ticipation  uf  the  several  Eieoutive  Doiiartmeuts  in  the  luturnatlunal 
Exhibition  of  ISIO  were  not  sufilcicnt  to  carry  out  the  undertaking  t 
tho  full  extent  at  Drst  coutomx)lated,  it  gives  me  pleastire  to  refer  to  tlu 
very  efficient  and  crcUitxiblo  manner  in  which  the  board  appointed  froi|| 
these  several  Departments  to  provide  an  exhibition  on  the  part  of  tbl 
Government  bnve  discharged  their  duties  with  the  funds  placed  at  tliei 
eoniniund.  Without  a  precedent  to  guide  them  in  the  preparation  q 
snob  a  dijtplil^',  the  success  of  their  labors  was  amply  attested  by  t 
sn&tuiiied  attention  which  the  contents  of  the  Government  building 
attracted  during  tho  period  of  tho  Exhibition  from  both  foreign  aud 
native  visitors. 

I  am  sliuugly  uupreescd  with  the  valae  of  tho  collection  nuule  by  Uio 
Govcroineut  for  iho  purposes  of  the  Exhibition,  illustrating,  as  it  docs, 
the  miuerat  resources  of  the  country,  tho  stjilistical  and  practical 
evidences  of  onr  growth  as  n  nation,  and  tho  omb  of  tbo  mc<diBaioa 
oris  and  the  appUcations  of  applied  science  la  the  admiolstratioa  4 
tiui  ufiiun  uf  QoTemmenU 
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Many  natioofi  have  volnntarily  oontribated  their  exhibits  to  the  United 
States  to  increase  the  interest  in  any  permanent  exhibition  Congress 
may  provide  for.  For  this  act  of  generosity  they  should  receive  the 
thanks  of  the  people,  and  I  respectftdiy  suggest  that  a  resolution  of 
Congress  to  that  eifeot  be  adopted. 

The  attention  of  Congress  cannot  be  too  earnestly  called  to  the 
necessity  of  throwing  some  greater  safegnard  over  the  method  of  choos- 
ing and  declaring  the  election  of  a  President.  XJnder  the  present  sys- 
tem there  seems  to  be  no  provided  remedy  for  contesting  the  election  in 
any  one  State.  The  remedy  is  partially,  no  doubt,  in  the  enlightenment 
of  electors.  The  oompnlsoiy  support  of  the  free  school,  and  the  dis- 
finmchisement  of  all  who  cannot  read  and  write  the  English  language- 
after  a  fixed  probation-*-would  meet  my  hearty  approval.  I  would  not 
make  this  apply,  however,  to  those  already  voters,  but  I  would  to  all 
becoming  so  after  the  expiration  of  the  probation  fixed  upon.  Foreigners 
craiing  to  the  country  to  become  dticens,  who  ore  educated  in  their  own 
language,  should  acquire  the  requisite  knowledge  of  ours  during  the 
necessary  residence  to  obtain  naturalization.  If  they  did  not  take 
interest  enough  in  our  language  to  acquire  suificient  knowledge  of  it  to 
enable  them  to  study  the  institutions  and  laws  of  the  country  intelli- 
gently, I  would  not  confer  upon  them  the  right  to  make  such  laws  nor 
to  select  those  who  do. 

I  append  to  this  message,  for  convenient  reference,  a  synopsis  of  ad* 
ministrative  events  and  of  all  recommendations  to  Congress  made  by 
me  during  the  last  seven  years.  Time  may  show  some  of  these  recom- 
mendations not  to  have  been  wisely  conceived,  but  I  believe  the  larger 
part  will  do  no  discredit  to  the  Administration.  One  of  these  recom- 
mendations met  with  the  united  opposition  of  one  political  party  in 
the  Senate,  and  with  a  strong  opposition  from  the  other,  namely,  the 
treaty  for  the  annexation  of  Santo  Domingo  to  the  United  States,  to 
which  I  will  specially  refer,  maintaining,  as  I  do,  that  if  my  views  had 
been  concurred  in,  the  country  would  be  in  a  more  prosperous  condition 
to-day,  both  politically  and  financially. 

Santo  Domingo  is  fertile,  and  upon  its  soil  may  be  grown  just  those 
tropical  products  of  which  the  United  States  use  so  much,  and  which  are 
produced  or  prepared  for  market  now  by  slave-labor  almost  exclusively ; 
namely,  sugar,  coffee,  dye-woods,  mahogany,  tropical  fruits,  tobacco,  &c. 
About  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  exports  of  Cuba  are  consumed  in  the 
United  States.  A  large  percentage  of  the  exports  of  Brazil  also  find 
the  same  market.  These  are  paid  for  almost  exclusively  in  coin,  legis- 
lation, particularly  in  Cuba,  being  unfavorable  to  a  mutual  exchange  of 
the  products  of  each  country.  Flour  shipped  from  the  Mississippi  Hirer 
to  Havana  can  pass  by  the  very  entrance  to  the  city  on  its  way  to  a  port 
in  Spain,  there  pay  a  duty  fixed  upon  articles  to  be  re-exported,  trans- 
ferred to  a  Spanish  vessel  and  brought  back  almost  to  the  point  of  start- 
ing, paying  a  second  duty,  and  still  leave  a  profit  over  what  would  be 
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received  by  direct  shipment  All  that  is  produced  in  Cuba  < 
prodaced  in  Santo  Domingo.  Being  a  part  of  the  United  Staj 
merce  between  the  island  and  mainland  wonld  be  free.  There  ^ 
no  export  duties  on  her  shipments  nor  import  duties  on  those 
here.  There  would  bo  no  import  duties  upon  the  supplies,  maohin 
going  from  the  States.  The  effect  that  wonld  have  been  prodac 
Cuban  commerce  with  these  advantages  to  a  rival,  is  obserral 
glance.  The  Cuban  question  would  have  been  settled  long  ago  in 
<<  Tree  Cuba."  Hundreds  of  American  vessels  would  now  be 
tageously  used  in  transporting  the  valuable  woods,  and  other  p 
of  the  soil  of  the  island,  to  a  market,  and  in  carrying  supplies  a 
grants  to  it.  The  island  is  but  sparsely  settled,  while  it  has  ; 
sufficient  for  the  profitable  employment  of  several  millions  of 
The  soil  would  have  soon  fallen  into  the  hands  of  ITnited  Stat 
talists.  The  products  are  so  valuable  in  commerce  that  omi] 
there  would  have  been  encouraged;  the  emancipated  race  of  the 
would  have  found  there  a  congenial  home  where  their  civil  rights 
not  be  disputed,  and  where  their  labor  would  be  so  much  sough 
that  the  poorest  among  them  could  have  found  the  means  to  go. 
incases  of  great  oppression  and  cruelty,  such  as  has  been  practices 
them  in  many  places  within  the  last  eleven  years,  whole  commi 
would  have  sought  refuge  in  Santo  Domingo.  I  do  not  suppoj 
whole  race  would  have  gone,  nor  is  it  desirable  that  they  shoo 
Their  labor  is  desirable— indispensable  almost— where  they  noi 
But  the  possession  of  this  territory  would  have  left  the  negro  <'  u 
of  the  situation  "  by  enabling  him  to  demand  his  rights  at  home  on 
of  finding  them  elsewhere. 

I  do  not  present  these  views  now  as  s  recommendation  for  a  rci 
of  the  subject  of  annexation,  but  I  do  refer  to  it  to  vindicate  mj 
vious  action  in  regard  to  it. 

With  the  present  term  of  Congress  my  official  life  termiDates. 
not  probable  that  public  afiGairs  will  ever  again  receive  attention 
me  further  than  as  a  citizen  of  the  republic,  always  taking  a 
interest  in  the  honor,  integrity,  and  prosperity  of  the  whole  land. 

U.  S.  GEAN 

ExEGUTivs  Mansion,  December  5, 1876. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS  AND -EVENTS. 

FIBST  ANNUAL  MESSAGE,  DECEVBEB  6,  186Sf. 

<<  I  earnestly  recommend  to  yon,  then,  sacli  legislation  as  wjill  insure 
a  gradual  return  to  specie  payments,  and  put  an  immediate  stop  to 
fluctuations  in  the  value  of  currency.'' 

Six  and  5  per  cent.  United  States  bonds  due,  and  coming  due,  ^'  may 
be  replaced  by  bonds  bearing  a  rate  of  interest  not  excelling  4}  pcu: 
cent,  f  and  also  suggesting  the  *^  propriety  of  redeeming  ourrency  at 
market-value  at  time  law  goes  into  e£fect|  increasing  the  rate  at  which 
currency  shall  be  bought  and  sold,  from  day  to  day,  or  week  to  week, 
at  the  same  rate  of  interest  as  Government  pays  upon  its  bonds." 

Benewal  of  tax  on  incomes,  3  per  cent,  for  three  years. 

Advising  *^  such  legislation  as  will  forever  preclude  the  enslavement 
of  the  Chinese  upon  our  soil,  under  the  name  of  coolies,  and  also  pre- 
vent American  vessels  from  engaging  in  the  transportation  of  coolies  to 
any  country  tolerating  the  system."  Becommending  that  the  mission 
to  China  be  raised  to  one  of  the  first  class.  Total  repeal  of  <*  tenure-of- 
ofiSce  acts"  earnestly  recommended. 

Indian  policy. — ^Management  of  a  few  reservations  of  Indians  given 
to  Society  of  Friends,  and  selection  of  agents  thrown  upon  them.  For 
superintendents  and  Indian  agents  not  on  reservations,  officers  of  the 
Army  selected.  As  a  substitute  for  old  system,  suggests  the  placing  of 
all  Indians  on  large  reservations,  giving  them  aosolute  protection  there, 
and  inducing  them,  as  soon  as  the^  are  fitted  for  it,  to  take  their  lands 
in  severalty,  and  to  set  up  territorial  governments  for  their  own  protec- 
tion. 

Special  attention  of  Congress  called  to  recommendation  of  Post- 
ma8ter-(}eneral  for  total  abolition  of  franking  privilege  \  and  also  to 
that  of  Secretary  of  War  for  repeal  of  act  March  3, 1869,  prohibiting  pro- 
motions and  appointments  in  staff  corps  of  the  Army. 

SECOND  IfESSAGE,  DECEMBER  5,  1870. 

Ban'  l>omtfi4^.— Treaty  for  annexation  of,  r^ected,  and  suggesting 
that,  by  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  the  Executive  be  authorized  to  ap- 
point a  oommissioa  to  n^tiate  a  treaty  for  the  acquisition  of  the  island. 

Tien-Tiin  massacre. — ^France  and  North  Germany  invited  to  make 
an  autJiorized  suspension  of  hostilities  in  the  East,  and  to  act  together 
for  the  future  protection  in  China  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  Ameri- 
cans and  Europeans. 

Eatiflcations  of  treaty  with  Great  Britain  for  abolishing  the  mixed 
courts  for  suppression  of  slatfe  trade,  and  of  the  naturalization  conven- 
tion between  that  country  and  the  United  States  exchanged. 

Boundary-line  between  the  United  States  and  British  possessions  dis- 
covered to  be  4,700  feet  south  of  true  position  of  forty-ninth  paral- 
lel, leaving  Hudson's  Bay  Company  at  Pembina,  within  territory  of 
United  States.  Joint  commissioners  of  the  two  governments  proposed 
to  fix  definitely  the  boundary-line. 

Begrets  tjiat  no  conclusion  has  been  reached  for  the  adjustment  c"^ 

2  Ab 
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Alabama  claims,  and  rccommenilti  that  Congress  autborize  .iiipomtineut 
of  a  committee  to  take  proof  of  amounts  nnil  owncrBliip  of  cluimii,  &c. 

Anticipating  tliat  an  attempt  may  possibly  be  made  by  Uaundian  au- 
thorities  in  thu  comiDg  season  to  rei>eat  unnoighborly  act«  toward 
American  tiabernien,  i-ecommends  tbat  autbority  be  conferred  upon  the 
Executive  to  nuspcnd  by  proclamatioa  operation  of  laws  aiitborizing 
transit  of  goodi*,  &c.,  in  bond,  across  United  States  territory  to  Canada, 
and,  sboido  ait  extreme  measure  become  necessary,  tlio  Bti8peu»iou  of  tbe 
operation  of  auy  laws  ■wbereby  CaiiJidian  vessels  are  permitted  to  unter 
tbe  waters  of  the  United  i^Cates. 

Manifestation  ou  part  of  Oanada  to  exclude  United  States  citizens 
from  the  naitigation  of  St.  Lanronce.    It  is  hoped  tbat  Great  BritoiB 
will  see  the  justice  of  abandoning  the  narrow  and  iuconslBteul  claim  to  ■ 
wbiclt  licr  Canadian  provinces  have  urged  her  adherence.  I 

Becooimeods  a  liberal  policy  toward  American  steamers  plying  iM^ 
twecn  the  Pacific  States  and  China  and  Japan,  aud  eucoiirageuioat|l 
Oveo  if  it  sbonld  be  at  some  cost  to  the  national  Treasury,  of  Ameriet^^ 
ahip-huildins-  S 

Kcconimeuds  an  appropriation  for  tbo  coustruotion  of  a  building  fi]9 
the  State  Department ;  the  transfer  from  State  to  Interior  Uepartucofil 
of  all  powers  and  duties  in  relation  to  the  Territories,  and  from  tbe  In- ] 
terlor  to  the  War  Department  tbe  Pcuaiou  Bureau,  and  the  payment  of  1 
naval  pensions  by  one  of  tbe  bureaus  of  Navy  Department.  J 

Congress  should  look  to  a  policy  wbicb  would  place  our  cunem-y  |H 
par  irlth  gold  at  no  distant  day.  ^H 

■  Tax  collected  from  the  people  reduced  more  thau  4fiO,000,000  per  mH 
num.  ^M 

Suggests  tbat  revenue-stamps  be  dispensed  by  postmasters,  and  ^| 
tax  ou  liquors  aud  tobacco,  aud  tbo  imposition  of  duty  only  on  luxnrieMB 

Itecommundit  an  appropriation  for  a  new  Wat  Department  buildioaH 
aod  B  reform  in  tlm  entire  civil  ta-vicc  of  the  country.  ^M 

Tbo  ex|>erimeut  of  makiug  tbe  management  of  Indian  aA'airs  a  di1^| 
siouary  work  found  to  work  most  advantageously.  Submits,  -is  a  QUt^l 
lion  worthy  of  twrions  consideration,  whether  the  residue  of  our  natioil^| 
domain  should  not  be  wholly  disiKised  of  ander  tbe  provisions  of  ibfl 
homestead  uud  pre-emption  laws.  <H 

Land-ffrant  »ub*idie».'—"  The  United  Stat4>B  should  not  loan  their  credJB 
in  ai<l  of  auy  enterprise  andcrtakon  by  States  or  coritoratious,  nor  gra^B 
lands  in  any  instance  unless  the  projected  work  is  of  acknowleilgen 
national  importance.  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  the  opinion  tbut  it  ia  iniM 
expetUeDl  and  nnneceseur}'  to  bestow  subsidies  of  cither  description ;  bn^l 
should  CoD^roas  determine  otliorwiso,  I  CATOCstly  recommend  tJiatUiB 
rights  of  settlcrft  and  of  tbo  public  bo  more  cffuctually  secared  a^H 
protected  by  iqtproprlate  legislation."  ^H 

Untrammelcd  ballot,  <*  where  every  man  entitled  to  cast  a  vote  may  ^| 
so,  Just  once,  at  each  election,  without  fear  of  molestation  or  proso^H 
tiou  on  account  of  bis  political  faifti,  nativity,  or  color."  ^ 

THIIiD  ANNUAL  MESSAOE,  DECEHBEK  4,  II/7U  ^ 

"  1  recommend  Congress  at  an  eaily  day  to  make  the  neceiiMry  pi^| 
vision  for  tbe  tribunal  at  Geneva,  aud  for  the  several  commissioDers  ^| 
the  part  of  the  United  States  called  for  by  the  treaty."  ^H 

"1  recommend  tlie  legislation  necessary  ou  the  part  of  the  UniU^I 
States  to  bring  into  operatios  the  articles  of  the  treaty  relating  to  ^fl 


ANNUAL   MESSAGE   OP   THE   PRESIDENT.  19 

fisheries,  and  to  the  other  matters  touching  the  relations  of  the  United 
States  toward  the  British  North  American  possessions,  to  become 
oi)erative  so  soon  as  the  proper  legislation  shall  be  had*  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  and  its  possessions." 

•  •••••• 

"  I  have  addressed  a  communication  ♦  ♦  •  to  the  governors  of 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Wis- 
consin, urging  upon  the  governments  of  those  States  respectively  the 
necessary  action  on  their  part  to  carry  into  effect  the  object  of  the  article 
of  the  treaty  which  contemplates  the  use  of  the  canals,  on  either  side, 
connected  with  the  navigation  of  the  lakes  and  rivers  forming  the 
boundary,  on  terms  of  equality,  by  the  inhabitants  of  both  countries,^ 

•  •  •  •  ^   •  •  • 

"  I  renew  the  recommendation  for  an  appropriation  for  determiuing 
the  true  i^osition  of  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  where  it  forms 
the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  North  Ameri- 
can iK)ssessiou8,  between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  the  summit  of  the 
Kocky  Mountains.  The  early  action  of  Congress  on  this  recommenda- 
tion would  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  War  Department  to  place  a  force  in 
the  field  during  the  next  summer.'' 

•  •••••• 

^'  The  resumption  of  diplomatic  relations  between  France  and  Germany 
has  enabled  me  to  give  directions  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  protection 
extended  to  Germans  in  France  by  the  diplomatic  and  consular  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  in  that  country." 

•  •••••• 

^' The  ratifications  of  the  consular  and  naturalization  conventions  with 
the  Austro-Hungariau  Empire  have  been  exchanged. 

<<The  ratifications  of  the  new  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  Italy  have  been  exchanged.  The  two  powers  have  agreed  in 
this  treaty  that  private  property  at  sea  shall  be  exempt  from  capture  in 
case  of  war  between  the  two  powers." 

•  •••••• 

<^Tbe  Forty-first  Congress,  at  its  third  session,  made  an  appropriation 
for  the  organization  of  a  mixed  commission  for  adjudicating  upon  the 
claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  against  Spain  growing  out  of  the 
insurrection  in  Cuba.    That  commission  has  since  been  organized." 

•  •••••• 

<<  It  has  been  made  the  agreeable  duty  of  the  United  States  to  preside 
over  a  conference  at  Washington  between  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Spain 
and  the  allied  South  American  Republics,  which  has  resulted  in  an  ar- 
mistice, with  the  reasonable  assurance  of  a  permanent  peace. 

"The  intimate  friendly  relations  which  have  so  long  existed  between 
the  United  States  and  Eussia  continue  undisturbed." 

•  •••••• 

"With  Japan  we  continue  to  maintain  intimate  relations. 

"  Our  minister  at  Peking  instructed  to  endeavor  to  conclade  a  conven- 
t  ion  with  Corea — Admiral  Bodgers  to  accompany  him.  The  party  were 
attacked,  and,  after  punishing  the  criminals,  the  expedition  returned, 
not  concluding  the  convention.  Subject  left  for  such  action  as  Con- 
gress may  see  fit  to  take. 

"  The  republic  of  Mexico  has  not  yet  repealed  the  very  objectionable 
laws  establishing  what  is  known  as  the  free  zone,"  &c. 

•  •••••• 
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<<  I  recommeod  some  action  by  Congress  regarding  the  ovi 

BtaUments  under  the  award  of  the  Venezuelan  Claims  Ck>mn] 

1866» 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

<^  The  ratification  of  an  extradition  treaty  with  Nicaragua  1 
exchanged.'' 

Congratulation  that  Brazil  has  taken  steps  to  abolish  slavery 

Begrets  that  Spain  has  fiuled  to  carry  out  its  promised  reforii 
direction. 

Attention  directed  to  the  tact  that  citizens  of  the  United  S< 
large  holders  of  slaves  in  foreign  lands. 

Bdcommends  that  Congress  provide  a  remedy  against  tho  ! 
owning,  &c.|  of  slaves  by  citizens  of  the  ITnited  States. 

Disturbed  condition  of  aflGeiurs  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 

Becommends  that  an  appropriation  be  made  to  support  four  A 
youtiis,  to  serve  with  our  ministers  in  Japan  and  China,  and  libc 
port  to  American  lines  of  steamers  now  plying  between  San  Fj 
and  Japan  and  China,  and  the  Australian  line. 

Extent  of  reduction  of  national  debt.  Modification  of  tai 
revenue  laws  recommended. 

<*  I  recommend  that  all  taxes  from  internal  sources  be  abolished 
those  collected  from  •  •  •  liquors,  tobacco,  •  •  •  au 
stamps.'' 

Suggestions,  in  view  of  a  re-adjustment  of  the  tariff. 

Attention  invited  to  subject  of  maieHa* 

Continued  fluctuations  in  gold. 

"  If  the  question  can  be  met  as  to  how  to  give  a  fixed  value 
currency,    *    *    *    a  very  desirable  object  will  be  gained." 

Becommendations  for  filling  vacancies  in  the  staff  corps  of  the 

The  suggestions  in  report  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  as  to  th(i 
sity  for  increasing  and  improving  the  nuUeriel  of  the  Navy, » 
plan  recommended  for  reducing  the  perionnel  of  the  service  to  d 
standard,  &c.,  deserve  the  thonghtfol  attention  of  Congress.  < 
recommend  that  all  promotions  in  the  Navy  above  the  rank  of  c 
be  by  selection  instead  of  by  seniority." 

Suggestions  of  Postmaster-General  for  improvements  in  bis  I 
ment  recommended  to  special  attention. 

<<  I  recommend  •  •  •  plan  for  uniting  the  telegraphic  sys 
the  United  States  with  the  postal  system." 

Execution  of  act  approved  April  20, 1871,  known  as  tho  KuKIu 
in  South  Carolina. 

Suggestions  in  relation  to  polygamy  in  Utah. 

^^  I  recommend  liberal  appropriations  to  carry  out  the  Indian 
policy,"    •    •    •    and  granting  a  territorial  government  to  Indii 
Indian  Territory. 

*^  I  renew  my  recommendation  that  the  public  lands  be  rcgardei 
heritage  to  our  children,"  &c. 

Attention  invited  to  subject  of  compensation  to  heads  of  b\\ 
and  officials  holding  positions  of  responsibility,  &c. 

The  removal  of  disabilities  imposed  by  the  fourteenth  amend; 

Organization  of  territorial  government  in  District  of  Columbia 
of  Februaiy  21, 1871.    Liberal  appropriations  recommended. 

Appropriation  recommended  for  purchase  of  remainder  of  sqiia 
Chicago  on  which  burned  buildings  stood,  aiyl  for  erectiou  oi 
buildings. 

Congressional  action  suggested  for  protection  of  immigrants. 

Civil-service  reform. 
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FOUBTH  ANNUAL  MESSAGE,  DECEMBER  2,  1872. 

Alahama  claims. — '<  The  tribunal  which  convened  at  Geneva  on  the  14th 
September  last,  (1872,)  awarded  the  sum  of  fifteen  millions  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  gold  as  the  indemnity  to  be  paid  by  Great  Britain 
for  the  satisfaction  of  aU  claims  referred  to  its  consideration." 

Treaty  of  Washington^  June  IS,  1846,  United  States  and  Chreat  Britain 
boundary-iine.—^^  Constmotion  of  treaty  of  15th  June,  1846,  defining  the 
boundary-line  between  their  respective  territories,  submitted  to  the  ar- 
bitration and  award  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  who,  on 
21st  of  October  last,  (1872,)  signed  his  award  in  writing  to  the  effect  that 
it  should  be  drawn  through  the  Haro  Channel ;  which  leaves  us  for  the 
first  time  in  the  United  States  as  a  nation  without  a  question  of  dis- 
puted boundary  between  our  territory  and  the  possessions  of  Great 
Britain  on  this  continent" 

Treaty  of  Washington,  May  8, 1871,  relating  to  fisheries,  &c. — <'  In  my  last 
annual  message  I  recommended  the  legislation  necessary  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  to  bring  into  operation  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
Washington  of  May  8, 1871,  relating  to  the  fisheries,  and  to  other  mat- 
ters touching  the  relations  of  the  United  States  toward  the  British  North 
American  possessions,  to  become  operative  so  soon  as  the  proper  legisla- 
tion should  be  had  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  and  its  possessions. 

<'  This  question  has  since  been  disp^ed  of ;  the  Imperial  Parliament 
and  the  legislatures  of  the  provincial  governments  have  passed  laws  to 
carry  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  on  the  matters  referred  to  into  oper- 
ation. I  therefore  recomjnend  your  early  adoption  of  the  legislation  in 
the  same  direction  necessary  on  the  part  of  this  Government." 

Boundary-linef  (between  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  JRoeky  Mountains,)  United 
States  and  British  possessions. — Becommends  that  the  force  be  in- 
creased in  order  to  the  completion  of  the  survey  and  determination  of 
the  boundary-line  between  the  United  States  and  th^  British  posses- 
sions, between  Lake  of  tiie  Woods  and  the  Bocky  Mountains.  '^  To  this 
end  I  recommend  a  sufficient  appropriation  be  made." 

Depredations,  Texan  frontier. — <^The  commissioners  appointed,  pursu- 
ant to  joint  resolution  of  Gongress,  on  the  7th  of  May  last,  (1872,)  to 
inquire  into  the  depredations  upon  the  Texan  frontier,  have  diligently 
made  investigations  in  that  quarter.  Their  researches  were  necessarily 
incomplete,  parUy  on  account  of  limited  appropriation  made  by  Congress. 
I  recommend  that  a  si>ecial  appropriation  be  made  to  enable  the  com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  return  to  their  labors 
without  delay." 

Cuba, — '*  It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  again  to  announce  a  continuance 
of  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  island  of  Cuba.  •  •  •  The  parties 
stand  apparentiy  in  the  same  relative  attitude  which  they  have  occu- 
pied for  a  long  time  past." 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  ^ 

"I  cannot  doubt  that  the  continued  maintenance  of  slavery  in  Cuba 
is  among  the  strongest  inducements  to  the  continuance  of  this  strife. 
A  terrible  wrong  is  the  natural  cause  of  a  terrible  evil.  The  abolition 
of  slavery  and  the  introduction  of  other  reforms  in  the  administration 
or  government  of  Cuba  could  not  fiiil  to  advance  the  restoration  of 

peace  and  order." 

•  •••••• 

*^  In  my  hist  annual  message  I  referred  to  this  subject,  and  I  again  rec- 
ommend such  legislation  as  may  be  proper  to  denounce,  and  if  not  pre- 
vent, at  least  to  discourage  American  citizens  from  holding  or  dealing 
in  slaves." 


22  ANNUAL  MESSAGE   OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Venezuela. — ^'It  is  with  regret,  however,  I  announce  that  tl^ 
ment  of  Venezuela  has  made  no  further  payments  on  accf>i 
awards  under  the  convention  of  April  25, 1866.  This  sabjoc 
recommended  to  the  attention  of  Congress  for  such  action  a 
deemed  proper." 

Japanand  China, — "Our  treaty  relations  with  Japan  remain  ii 
The  embassy  which  visited  this  country  during  the  year  (1872)  1 1 
ing  being  unprovided  with  powers  for  the  signing  of  a  con  veii  t  i 
country,  no  conclusion  in  that  direction  was  reached.     In  thi 
tioD,  I  renew  my  recommendation  of  one  year  ago,  that,  Mn 
portonce  and  to  add  to  the  efficiency  of  our  diplomatic  relat 
Japan  and  Ohina,  and  to  further  aid  in  retaining  the  good  o 
those  peoples,  and  to  secure  to  the  United  States  its  share  or 
merce  destined  to  flow  between  those  nations  and  the  balan* 
commercial  world,  an  appropriation  be  made  to  support  at  I 
American  youths  in  each  of  those  countries,  to  serve  as  a  pa 
official  families  of  our  ministers  there.    Our  representatives  w 
even  then  be  placed  upon  an  equality  with  the  representatives 
Britain  and  of  some  other  powers.    As  now  situated,  our  repress 
in  Japan  and  Ohina  have  to  depend,  for  interpreters  and  tra 
upon  natives  of  those  countries,  who  know  our  language  impon 
procure  for  the  occasion  the  services  of  employes  in  foreign 
houses,  or  the  interpreters  to  other  foreign  ministers."' 

I  renew  the  recommendation  made  on  a  previous  occaHim 
transfer  to  the  Department  of  the  Interior  of  all  the  powers  an 
in  relation  to  the  Territories  with  which  the  Department  of 
now  charged  by  law  or  custom." 

Apprcpriatkm  recommended  far  the  relief  of  citizens  in  distress  a 
"  Congress,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Government,  has  wise 
provision  for  the  relief  of  distressed  seamen  in  foreign  countries : 
Uar  provision,  however,  has  hitherto  been  made  for  the  relief  of 
in  distress  abroad,  other  than  seamen.  A  similar  authority,  aiK 
propriation  to  carry  it  into  effect,  are  recommended  in  the  case 
eens  of  the  United  States  destitute  or  sick  under  such  circumst:) 

War  Department — ^^  The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  sIkim 

penditures  of  the  War  Department  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  .')' 

and  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1872,  showing  a  reduction  i 

of  the  last  fiscal  year  of  $427,834.62." 

•  ••••• 

<<The  attention  of  Congress  will  be  called  during  its  present 
to  various  enterprises  for  the  more  certain  and  cheaper  trans] mi 
of  the  constantly -increasing  surplus  of  western  and  soutberu  pi 
to  the  Atlantic  seaboard." 

Navg  Department — "I  recommend  careful  consideration  by  Co 
of  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.^ 

Department  of  the  Interior — territones, — "I  recommend  a  vau 
vision  of  the  present  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Utah,  and  the  enact  ii 
such  a  law  (the  one  proposed  in  Congress  at  its  last  session,  or 
thing  similar  to  it)  as  will  secure  peace,  the  equality  of  all  citizens 
the  law,  and  the  ultimate  extinguishment  of  polygamy.*' 

Civil  service. — Hopes  that  "Congress  may  reacli  a  satisfatnu,^ 
tion  of  this  question,  and  secure  to  the  public  service,  for  all  i 
practical  method  of  obtaining  faithful  and  elliciontof[icei\san(len)|i' 

FIITU  ANNUAIi  iU:ScSAGK,  DKCEMDEK  1,  lS7:i. 

Geneva  award. — "The  money  awarded  to  the  United  States  by  tl 
bunal  of  arbitration,  at  Geneva,  was  paid  by  Her  Majesty's  ^ov(tii 
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a  few  days  in  adrance  of  the  time  when  it  woald  have  become  payable 
according  to  tbe  terms  of  the  treaty.  In  compliance  with  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  of  March  3, 1873,  it  was  at  once  paid  into  the  Tr»Ewnry, 
and  used  to  redeem,  so  far  as  it  might,  the  public  debt  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  amount  so  redeemed  was  invested  in  a  five  per  cent- 
registered  bond  of  the  United  States  for  fifteen  million  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  which  is  now  hdd  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  subject 
to  the  future  disposition  of  Congress." 

Alabama^  Florida^  and  Shenandoah  lo»ses. — ^*I  renew  my  recommenda- 
tion, made  at  tbe  opening  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that  a  com- 
mission  be  created  for  Uie  purpose  of  auditing  and  determining  the 
amounts  of  the  several  ^  direct  losses  growing  out  of  the  destruction  of 
vessels  and  their  cargoes'  by  the  Alabama,  Uie  Florida,  or  the  Shenan- 
doah, after  leaving  Mdboume,  for  which  the  sufierers  have  received  no 
equivalent  or  compensation,  and  of  ascertaining  the  names  of  the  persons 
entitled  to  receive  compensation  for  the  same,  making  the  computations 
upon  the  basis  indicated  by  the  tribunal  of  arbitration  at  Geneva;  and 
that  payment  of  such  losses  be  authorized  to  an  extent  not  to  exceed 
the  awards  of  the  tribunal  at  (Geneva." 

^*By  an  act  approved  on  the  14th  day  of  February  last,  Congress  made 
provision  for  completing,  joinUy  with  an  officer  or  commissioner  to  be 
aamed  by  Her  Britannic  Miyesty,  the  determination  of  so  much  of  the 
Iwundary-line  between  the  territory  of  the  United  States  and  the  i)os- 
aessions  of  Great  Britain  as  was  lett  uncompleted  by  the  commissioners 
appointed  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  August  11, 1S56.  Under  the 
provisions  of  this  act  the  nor^mst  tcater-baundary  of  the  United  Statei 
^las  been  determined  and  marked  in  accordance  with  the  award  of  the 
Emperor  of  Germany.  A  protocol  and  a  copy  of  the  map  upon  which 
iie  line  was  thus  marked  are  contained  in  the  papers  submitted  here- 
with.'' 

^*  The  Ottoman  government  and  that  of  Eoffpt  have  latterly  shown  a  dis- 
position to  relieve  foreign  comuli  of  the  judicial  powers  which  heretofore 
they  have  exercised  in  the  Turkish  dominions,  by  organizing  other  tri- 
bunals. As  Congress,  however,  has  by  law  provided  for  the  discharge 
of  judicial  functions  by  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter 
under  the  treaty  of  1830, 1  have  not  felt  at  liberty  formally  to  accept 
tbe  proposed  change  without  the  assent  of  Congress,  whose  decision 
upon  the  subject,  at  as  early  a  period  as  may  be  convenient,  is  earnestly 
requested.^ 

Protectorate  for  Santo  Domingo. — ^^I  transmit  herewith  for  the  consid- 
eration and  determination  of  Congress  an  application  of  the  republic  of 
Saoto  Domingo  to  this  Government  to  exercise  a  protectorate  over  that 
republic^ 

Expatriation. — *'I  invite  Congress  now  to  mark  out  and  define  when 
and  bow  expatriation  can  be  accomplished ;  to  regulate  by  law  the  con- 
dition of  American  women  marrying  foreigners ;  to  fix  the  status  of  chil- 
dren bom  in  a  foreign  country  of  American  parents  residing  more  or 
lets  permanently  abroad,  and  to  make  rules  for  determining  such  other 
kindred  points  as  may  seem  best  to  Congress. 

**  I  invite  the  earnest  attention  of  Congress  to  the  existing  laws  of  the 
United  States  respecting  expatriation  and  the  election  of  nationality 
hr  individn^s.  Many  citizens  of  the  United  States  reside  permanently 
abroad  with  their  families.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved 
Febnuuy  10, 1855,  tbe  children  of  such  persons  are  to  be  deeo^  and 
taken  to  be  citizens  of  tbe  United  States,  but  the  rights  of  citizenship 
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ara  not  to  dencend  to  persons  whose  faUiers  never  resided  in  tUo  United 
States." 

Virffinitts  fcizure. — "Pending  negotiations  between  tlte  United  States 
and  tiie  government  of  Spain  on  tlie  sabject  of  this  captnre,  I  bsTe  au- 
thorized the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  to  pat  oar  Navy  on  a  war  footing, 
to  the  extent,  at  least,  of  the  entire  annoal  appropriation  for  that  branch 
of  the  service,  trusting  to  Congress  and  the  public  opinion  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  to  justify  my  action." 

Constilutiojial  cmendtnenla. — "Assuming  from  the  action  of  the  last 
Congress,  in  appointing  a  '  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,'  to 
prepare  and  repiart  to  this  Congress  a  constitutional  amendment  to  pro- 
vide a  better  motliod  of  electing  the  President  and  Viee-Preaident  ol 
the  United  States,  and  also  from  the  necessity  of  such  an  amendment, 
that  there  will  be  snlunitted  to  the  State  legislatiiroa,  for  ratification, 
snch  an  improvement  in  our  Constitution,  I  suggest  two  others  for  youi 
consideration : 

"First.  To  authorize  the  Executive  to  approve  of  so  much  of  auy 
measure  passing  the  two  houses  of  Congress  as  his  judgment  may  dic- 
tate, withont  approving  the  whole,  the  disapproved  portion,  or  i)ortione, 
to  bo  subjected  to  the  same  rules  as  now,  to  wit,  to  be  referred  back  t*: 
the  house  in  which  the  measure,  or  measures,  originated,  and  if  passet 
oy  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  two  houses,  then  to  become  a  law  withonl 
the  approval  of  the  President-  I  would  add  to  this  a  provision  that 
there  should  be  no  legislation  by  Congress  during  the  last  twenty-foar 
hours  of  its  sitting,  except  upon  vetoes,  in  order  to  give  the  Executive 
au  opportunity  to  examine  and  approve  or  disapprove  bills  anderstand- 
iogiy. 

"  Second.  To  provide,  by  amendment,  that  when  an  extra  session  o' 
Congress  is  convened  by  Executive  proclamation,  legislation  daring  the 
contmnance  of  such  extra  session  shall  be  conliued  to  such  subjects  aa 
the  Executive  may  bring  before  it,  li-om  time  to  time,  in  writing. 

"The  advantages  to  be  gained  by  these  two  amendments  arc  too  obvi- 
ous for  me  to  comment  unon  them.  One  session  in  each  year  is  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Constitution,  in  which  there  are  no  restrictions  as  to 
the  subjects  of  legislation  by  Congress.  If  more  are  required,  it  is 
always  in  the  power  ot  Congress,  during  their  term  of  office,  to  provide 
for  seaaioDS  at  any  time.  The  first  of  these  amendments  would  protect 
the  public  ngainst  the  many  abases  and  waste  of  public  moneys  which 
creep  Into  appropriation  bills,  nnd  other  important  measarcs  passing 
during  the  expiring  hours  of  Congress,  to  which,  otherwise,  due  coDSiil- 
eratlon  cjtnnot  be  given," 

Sptne  jMjftnentt:  elastic  currency, — "  My  own  judgment  is  that,  how*  — 
ever  much  individaals  may  have  suffered,*  one  loug  step  has  been  tokea 
toward  specie  payments;  that  wo  can  never  have  jiermaneut  prosperity 
until  a  nT)ecie  basis  is  reached ;  and  that  a  specie  basis  cannot  1 
reached  and  maintained  until  our  exports,  exclusive  of  gold,  pay  for  oi 
imports,  interest  due  abroad,  and  other  specie  obligations,  or  so  nearlj 
so  as  to  leave  an  appreciable  accumulation  of  the  precious  metals  in  thr 
country  from  the  products  of  our  mines. 

"  Elasticity  In  our  mouctnry  system,  therefore,  is  the  object  to  bo  a_ 
tained  flrst,  nnd  next  to  that,  as  far  as  possible,  ii  prevention  of  the  ua< 
of  other  iieoplo's  money  iu  stock  and  other  species  of  speculation.  tL 
prevent  the  latteT  it  seems  to  mo  that  one  great  step  would  bo  taken  by9 
prohibiting  the  national  banks  firom  paying  interest  on  deposits,  by  re- 
quiring them  to  hold  their  reserves  in  their  own  vaults,  and  by  forcing 
~~~  "     '~  •pMie.isra. 
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them  into  resumption,  thongli  it  would  only  be  in  legal-tender  notes. 
For  this  purpose  I  would  suggest  the  establishment  of  clearing-houses 
for  your  oonsideratipn. 

^^To  secure  the  former  many  plans  have  been  suggested,  most,  if  not 
all,  of  which  look  to  me  more  like  inflation  on  the  one  hand,  or  compel- 
ling the  Government,  on  the  other,  to  pay  interest,  without  correspond- 
ing benefits,  upon  the  surplus  funds  of  the  country  during  the  seasons 
when  otherwise  unemployed. 

^'  I  submit  for  your  consideration  whether  this  difficulty  might  not  be 
overcome  by  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue,  at  any 
time,  to  national  banks  of  issue,  any  amount  of  their  own  notes  below 
a  fixed  percentage  of  their  issue,  say  forty  per  cent.,  upon  the  banks 
depositing  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  an  amount  of  Gov- 
ernment bonds  equal  to  the  amount  of  notes  demanded,  the  banks  to 
forfeit  to  the  Government,  say  four  per  cent,  of  the  interest  accruing  on 
the  bonds  so  pledged  during  the  time  they  remain  with  the  Treasurer, 
as  security  for  the  increased  circulation,  the  bonds  so  pledged  to  be 
redeemable  by  the  banks  at  their  pleasure,  ^ther  in  whole  or  in  part, 
by  returning  their  own  bills  for  cancellation  to  an  amount  equal  to  the 
face  of  the  bonds  withdrawn.  I  would  further  suggest  for  your  consid- 
eration the  propriety  of  authorizing  nationsd  banks  to  diminish  their 
standing  issue  at  pleasure,  by  returning  for  cancellation  their  own  bills, 
and  withdrawing  so  many  United  States  bonds  as  are  pledged  for  the 

bills  returned." 

•  •••••• 

<<In  any  modification  of  the  present  laws  regulating  national  banks,  as 
a  further  step  toward  preparing  for  resumption  of  specie  payments,  I 
invite  your  attention  to  a  consideration  of  the  propriety  of  exacting 
from  them  the  retention,  as  a  part  of  their  reserve,  either  the  whole  or 
a  part  of  the  gold  interest  accruing  upon  the  bonds  pledged  as  security 
for  their  issue.  I  have  not  reflected  enough  on  the  bearing  this  might 
have  in  producing  a  scarcity  of  coin  with  which  to  pay  duties  on  imports 
to  give  it  my  positive  recommendation.  But  your  attention  is  invited 
to  the  subject" 

Inter-State  canals  tcith  Chvenvment  aid. — "There  is  one  work,  however, 
of  a  national  character,  in  which  the  greater  portion  of  the  East  and  the 
West,  the  North  and  Uxe  South,  are  equally  interested,  to  which  I  will 
invite  your  attention. 

<^  The  State  of  New  York  has  a  canal  connecting  Lake  Erie  with  tide- 
water on  the  Hudson  Biver.  The  State  of  Illinois  has  a  similar  work 
connecting  Lake  Michigan  with  navigable  water  on  the  Illinois  Biver, 
thus  makmg  water-communication  inland,  between  the  East  and  the 
West  and  South.  These  great  artificial  water-courses  are  the  property 
of  the  States  through  which  they  pass,  and  pay  toll  to  those  States. 
Would  it  not  be  wise  statesmanship  to  pledge  these  States  that  if  they 
will  open  these  canals  for  the  passage  of  large  vessels  the  General  Gov- 
ernment will  look  after  and  keep  in  navigable  condition  the  great  public 
highways  with  which  they  connect,  to  wit,  the  overslaugh  on  the  Hud- 
son, the  Saint  Glair  Flats,  and  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  Biverst 
This  would  be  a  national  work :  one  of  great  value  to  the  producers  of 
the  West  and  South  in  giving  them  cheap  transportation  for  their  prod- 
uce to  the  seaboard  and  a  market ;  and  to  the  consumers  in  the  East 
in  giving  them  cheaper  food,  particularly  of  those  articles  of  food  which 
do  not  find  a  foreign  market,  and  the  ppices  of  which,  therefore,  are  not 
regulated.by.ibjs^gft^demands.  ^The  advantages  of  such  a  work  are  too 
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obvious  for  argament.    I  anbrnit  the  aabject  to  ;oa,  tberefore,  ^vithoi 
further  comment.'' 

Exptoration  of  Aviazon  and  Madeira  Rirem, — "Jii  attempting  to  lO- 
giiin  our  lost  commerce  autl  carrying-trade,  I  hare  heretofore  called  at- 
tenlioti  to  tlie  states  south  of  us  offering  a  field  wbtere  mncli  miglit  b' 
accomiiliebed.  To  furtber  tliis  object  I  suggest  tbat  a  small  approprii 
tion  be  cnude,  nccoiupauicd  nitU  authority  for  the  Secretary  of  the  ^avjl 
to  fit  ')tit  a  tiaval  vessel  to  aeceud  the  Amazon  River  to  the  uioutb  qr 
the  MHilelra;  thence  to  explore  that  river  aad  ita  tributariea  int^ 
Bolivia,  and  to  report  to  Congress  at  its  next  BeBsion.or  as  soon  i 
practicable,  the  acceseibility  of  the  country  by  water,  its  resonrcea,  i 
the  population  no  reached.  Such  an  exploration  vonld  cost  but  littlfl^ 
it  can  do  no  harm,  and  may  result  in  establishing  a  trade  of  value  to 
bolli  notions."* 

'*Iii  further  connection  with  the  Treasury  Department  I  would  rec- 
ommend (I  rfi-mon  and  codification  of  ths  tariff  laws,  and  the  opening— 
of  more  mints  for  coining  money,  with  authority  to  coin/or  such  natioi^H 
a$  may  ntiplji.^  ^H 

"Mbife  inviting  your  general  attention  to  all  tiio  recommendaiioJ^t 
made  by  the  l^ecretary  of  War,  there  are  two  which  I  would  especialn^l 
invite  you  to  consider:  First,  the  importance  of  preparing  for  war  ^^| 
lime  of  pejKte  by  pro^'iding})r(>p^  armajntnl  for  our  aeacoast  de/entlS^ 
Proper  armament  is  of  vastly  more  importance  than  fortification^^ 
The  latter  cnn  lie  supplied  very  speedily  for  temporary  purposes  wtHJ^^ 
needed ;  tbc  former  cannot.  The  second  is  the  necessity  of  re-optm^^M 
promotion  in  the  tttaff"  corps  of  the  Army.  Particularly  is  this  aeco^H 
aity  fell  in  the  Medical,  Pay,  and  Ordnance  Departments."  aH 

"  ]  invite  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress  to  the  snggoetions  ansV 
recommendations  of  the  Postmaster- General  for  the  extension  of  Ihe/Vw*! 
delirery  sj/stem  in  all  cities  having  a  ixtpulatiou  of  not  less  than  t^n  £Ami>  1 
sand  i  for  the  prepayment  of  postage  on  newspapers  and  other  priutaAfl 
matter  of  the  second  claas :  for  a  uniform  postage  and  limit  of  weight  ■ 
on  miscellaneons  matter;  for  adjnsting  the  compensation  of  nil  pos^l 
waaCera  nnt  appointed  by  the  President,  by  the  old  method  of  commit*  1 
sionsoti  the  actual  receipts  of  the  oQice,  instead  of  the  present  modeol-fl 
fixing  the  salary  in  advance  upon  special  returns ;  and  especially  do Xfl 
arge  favorable  action  by  Oongress  ou  the  important  recommendationiJl 
of  the  PoHtmaster  Oeneral  for  the  estahlishment  of  United  States  potta/uM 
sarinps  dcpotitorics.  ^M 

*'\our  attentiou  in  also  again  called  to  a  consideration  of  the  qnestl^H 
of  postat  telegraphs,  ai3(i  the  arguments  adduced  in  support^  thereof;  ^H 
the  hope  tbat  you  may  take  aaah  action  in  connection  Iherewlcb  as^H 
yoar. judgment  will  most  contribute  to  the  best  interests  of  the  conntr^M 

Ctflft,— "To  prevent  anarchy  there,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  CoiKfl 
gresa  provide  the  courts  with  Komo  mode  of  obtaiutng  Jurors,  and  ^1 
recommend  legiHlation  to  that  end;  and  also  that  the  probate  courtAfin 
the  Territory,  now  asHuming  Uy  issue  nrits  of  injunction  and  habeaaeimM 
pus,  Bud  to  try  criminal  eases  and  questions  as  to  land-titles,  bo  denimi 
nil  Jurindictiou  not  iwsseased  ordinarily  by  courts  of  that  descriptioikU 

Banl;ruptey  and  fiotilioiu  claims. — "t  rct»mmeud  that  so  mncbofsalfl 
act  UH  providi-s  fur  involnutary  bankruptcy  od  nu^onot  of  tbc  auspo^H 
ftion  of  paynient  tn>  re[>oaled.  ^M 

"  Your  raruful  attentiou  is  invited  to  Ibe  subject  of  claims  a^iiut  ^H 
Oorrt-ntnmr,  and  to  the  faeiliticH  afforded  byi^xistiug  laws  for  tboirproj^l 
nutiou.  Each  of  the  Departuoutsof  Statt,  Treasury,  and  War  tuM^| 
demands  for  many  millions  of  dollars  njKin  their  flies,  and  they  are  ("^^H 
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idly  accnmalatiDg.  To  these  may  be  added  tbose  now  pending  before 
Congress,  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  the  Southern  Claims  Commission, 
making  in  the  aggregate  an  immense  snm.  Most  of  these  grow  oat  of 
the  rebellion,  and  are  intended  to  indemnify  persons  on  both  sides  for 
their  losses  daring  the  war;  and  not  a  few  of  them  are  fabricated  and 
supported  by  false  testimony.  Projects  are  on  foot,  it  is  believed,  to 
induce  Congress  to  provide  for  new  classes  of  claims,  and  to  revive  old 
ones  through  the  repeal  or  modification  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  by 
which  they  ai-e  now  barred.  I  presume  these  schemes,  if  proposed,  will 
be  received  with  little  favor  by  Congress,  and  I  recommend  that  persons 
having  claims  against  the  United  States  cognizable  by  any  tribunal  or 
Department  thereof  be  required  to  present  them*  at  an  early  day,  and 
that  legislation  be  directed  as  far  as  practicable  to  the  defeat  of  un- 
founded and  unjust  demands  upon  the  Government ;  and  I  would  sug- 
gest, as  a  means  of  preventing  fraud,  that  witnesses  be  called  upon  to 
appear  in  person  to  testify  b^ore  those  tribunals  having  said  claims 
before  them  for  adjudication.  Probably  the  largest  saving  to  the  na- 
tional Treasury  can  be  secured  by  timely  legislation  on  these  subjects 
of  any  of  the  economic  measures  that  will  be  proposed." 

St^port  of  Indians  east  of  Rocky  Mountains. — "As  a  preparatory  step 
for  this  consummation,  I  am  now  satisfied  that  a  territorial  form  of  gov- 
ernment should  be  given  them,  which  will  secure  the  treaty-rights  ofthe 
original  settlers,  and  protect  their  homesteads  from  alienation  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years." 

Census. — ^^  It  is  believed,  however,  that  a  regular  census  every  five 
years  would  be  of  substantial  benefit  to  the  country,  inasmuch  as  our 
growth  hitherto  has  been  so  rapid  that  the  results  of  the  decennial 
census  are  necessarily  unreliable  as  a  basis  of  estimates  for  the  latter 
years  of  a  decennial  period." 

OetoraiOj  and  irrigationfirom  extern  slope  of  Bocky  Mountains  to  Mis- 
souri Biver. — *^  I  would  recommend  for  your  favorable  consideration  the 
passage  of  an  enabling  act  for  the  admittance  of  Colorado  as  a  State 
in  the  Union.  It  possesses  all  the  elements  of  a  prosperous  State,  agri- 
cultural and  mineral,  and,  I  believe,  has  a  population  now  to  justify  such 
admission.  In  connection  with  this  I  would  also  recommend  the  encour- 
agement of  a  canal  for  purposes  of  irrigation  from  the  eastern  slope  of 
the  Bocky  Mountains  to  the  Missouri  Kiver.  As  a  rule,  I  am  opposed 
to  ftirther  donations  of  public  lands  for  internal  improvements,  owned 
and  controlled  by  private  corporations,  but  in  this  instance  I  would 
make  an  exception." 

Oivil-servioe  reform. — <<  In  three  successive  messages  to  Congress  I  have 
called  attention  to  the  subject  of  *  civil-service  reform.' 

^^Action  has  been  taken  so  far  as  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a 
board  to  devise  rules  governing  methods  of  making  appointments  and 
promotions,  but  there  never  has  been  any  action  making  these  rules,  or 
any  rules^  binding,  or  even  entitled  to  observance  where  persons  desire 
the  appointment  of  a  friend,  or  the  removal  of  an  official  who  may  be 
disagreeable  to  them. 

^^  TO  have  any  rules  effective  they  must  have  the  acquiescence  of  Con- 
gress as  well  as  of  the  Executive.  I  commend,  therefore,  the  subject  to 
your  attention,  and  suggest  that  a  special  committee  of  Congress  might 
confer  with  the  civil-service  board  during  the  present  session  for  the  pur- 
pose of  devising  such  rules  as  can  be  maintained,  and  which  will  secure 
the  service  of  honest  and  capable  officials,  and  which  will  also  protect 
them  in  a  degree  of  independence  while  in  office. 

<<  Proper  rules  will  protect  Congress,  as  well  as  the  Executive,  from 
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much  needless  persecation,  and  will  prove  of  great  value  to  1 1 

at  large.'' 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

^<  I  renew  my  previous  recommendation  to  Congress  for  genera  I 
The  number  engaged  in  the  late  rebellion  yet  laboring  under  di 
is  very  small,  but  enough  to  keep  up  a  constant  irritation.  No 
danger  can  accrue  to  the  Government  by  restoring  them  to  elig 
hold  office. 

<*  I  suggest  for  your  consideration  the  efuwtment  of  a  law  to  hci 
the  civil  rights  which  freedom  should  securey  but  has  not  el 
secured,  to  the  enfranehiatd  slave.^ 

SIXTH  ANNUAL  MESSAGE,  DECOIBEB  7,  1874. 

Besumption  of  specie  paf/ments. — <<  In  view  of  the  pledges  of  the 
can  Congress  when  our  present  legal-tender  system  was  adop 
debt  contracted,  there  should  be  no  delay— certainly  no  nnn< 
delay — in  fixing,  by  legislation,  a  method  by  which  we  will  n 
specie.  To  the  accomplishment  of  this  end  I  invite -your 
attention.  I  believe  firmly  that  there  can  be  no  prosiierqns  «n 
manent  revival  of  business  and  industries  until  a  policy  is  i 
*-with  legislation  to  carry  it  out— looking  to  a  return  to  a 
basis.  It  is  easy  to  conceive  that  the  debtor  and  speculativo 
may  think  it  of  value  to  them  to  make  80«called  money  ab 
until  they  can  throw  a  portion  of  their  burdens  upon  othen 
even  these,  I  believe,  would  be  disappointed  in  the  resul 
course  should  be  pursued  which  will  keep  in  doubt  the  n 
the  legal-tender  medium  of  exchange.  A  revival  of  product 
dustry  is  needed  by  all  classes;  by  none  more  than  the  holders  o 
erty,  of  whatever  sort,  with  debts  to  liquidate  from  realization  u] 
sale.  But  admitting  that  these  two  classes  of  citizens  are  to  hi 
fited  by  expansion,  would  it  be  honest  to  give  it  t  Would  not  tl 
eral  loss  be  too  great  to  justify  such  relict t  Would  it  not  bo  j 
honest  and  prudent  to  auUiorize  each  debtor  to  issue  his  own 
tenders  to  the  extent  of  his  liabilities  t  Than  to  do  this  would  it 
safer — for  fear  of  overissues  by  unscrupulous  creditors— to  sai 
all  debt  obligations  are  oblit^ted  in  the  United  States,  au< 
we  commence  anew,  each  possessing  all  he  has  at  the  time  fm 
incumbrance  t  These  propositions  are  too  absurd  to  be  entertain 
a  moment  by  thinking  or  honest  people.  Yet  every  delay  in  pn 
tion  for  final  resumption  partakes  of  this  dishonesty,  and  is  only  1 
degree  as  the  hope  is  held  out  that  a  convenient  season  will  fl 
arrive  for  the  good  work  of  redeeming  our  pledges  to  commeno 
will  never  come,  in  my  opinion,  except  by  positive  action  by  Codj 
or  by  national  disasters  which  will  destroy,  for  a  time  at  least,  tbe  { 
of  the  individual  and  the  state  at  large.  A  sound  currency  mig\ 
reached  by  total  bankruptcy  and  disciidit  of  the  integrity  of  the  n 
and  of  individuals.  I  believe  it  is  in  the  power  of  Congress  at 
session  to  devise  such  legislation  as  will  renew  confidence,  reviv 
the  industries,  start  us  on  a  career  of  prosperity  to  last  for  many  y 
and  to  save  the  credit  of  the  nation  and  of  the  people.  Steps  to 
the  return  to  a  specie  basis  are  the  great  requisites  to  this  devoat 
be  sought  for  end.    There  are  others  which  I  may  touch  apon  hereal 

^'  It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  devise  the  method  of  correcting  tbe  i 
whiclLare.jiSKPQWledg«cl.tQ.QXi3t)  jlQiLliQt.mine.    But  I  will  veutiu 
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suggest  two  or  ihiee  things  which  seem  to  me  as  absolutely  necessary 
to  a  retnm  to  specie  payments,  the  first  great  requisite  in  a  return  to 
prosperity.  Thd  legal-tender  clause  to  the  law  authorizing  the  issue  of 
currency  by  the  National  Government  should  be  repealed,  to  take  effect 
as  to  all  contracts  entered  into  after  a  day  fixed  in  the  repealing  act ; 
not  to  apply,  however,  to  payments  of  salaries  by  Government,  or  for 
other  expenditures  now  provided  by  law  to  be  paid  in  currency  in  the 
interval  pending  between  repeal  and  final  resumption.  Provision  should 
be  made  by  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  can  obtain  gold  as  it 
may  become  necessary  from  time  to  time  'from  the  date  when  specie 
redemption  commences.  To  this  might  and  should  be  added  a  revenue 
Hufficiently  in  excess  of  expenses  to  insure  an  accumulation  of  gold  in 
the  Treasury  to  sustain  permanent  redemption. 

^*I  commend  this  subject  to  your  careful  consideration,  believing  that 
a  favorable  solution  is  attainable,  and  if  reached  by  this  Congress  that 
the  present  and  future  generations  will  ever  gratefully  remember  it  as 
their  deliverer  from  a  thralldom  of  evil  and  disgrace. 

'<  With  resumption,  free  banking  may  be  authorized  with  safety,  giving 
the  same  full  protection  to  bill-holders  which  they  have  under  existing 
laws.  Indeed,  I  would  regard  free  banking  as  essential.  It  would  give 
proper  elasticity  to  the  currency.  As  more  currency  should  be  required 
for  the  transaction  of  legitimate  business,  new  banks  would  be  started, 
and,  in  turn,  banks  wocdd  wind  up  their  business  when  it  was  found 
that  there  was  a  superabundance  of  currency.  The  experience  and 
judgment  of  the  people  can  best  decide  just  how  much  currency  is 
required  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  country.  It  is  unsafe 
to  leave  the  settlement  of  this  question  to  Congress,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  or  the  Executive.  Congress  should  make  the  regulation 
under  which  banks  may  exist,  but  should  not  make  banking  a  monopoly 
by  limiting  the  amount  of  redeemable  paper  currency  that  shall  be 
aqthorized.  Such  importance  do  I  attach  to  this  subject,  and  so  ear- 
nestly do  I  commend  it  to  your  attention^  that  I  give  it  prominence  by 
introducing  it  at  the  beginning  of  this  message." 

Chinese  immigraUotL — **  In  connection  with  this  subject  I  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  a  generally-conceded  fact<-that  the  great  proportion 
of  the  Chinese  immigrants  who  come  to  our  shores  do  not  come  volun- 
tarily to  make  their  homes  with  us  and  their  labor  productive  of  general 
prosperity,  but  come  under  contracts  with  headmen  who  own  them  al- 
most absolutely.  In  a  worse  form  does  this  apply  to  Chinese  women. 
Hardly  a  perceptible  percentage  of  them  x>erform  any  honorable  labor, 
b&t  they  are  brought  for  shameful  purposes,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  com- 
munities where  settled  and  to  the  great  demoralization  of  the  youth  of 
those  localities.  If  this  evil  practice  can  be  legislated  against,  it  will 
be  my  pleasure  as  well  as  duty  to  enforce  any  regulation  to  secure  so 
desirable  an  end." 

Jaxjanese  indemnity  fund, — ^^  I  submit  the  propriety  of  applying  the  in- 
come of  a  part  if  not  of  the  whole  of  this  fund  to  the  education  in  the 
Japanese  language  of  a  number  of  young  men  to  be  under  obligations 
to  serve  the  Government  for  a  specified  time  as  interpreters  at  the  lega- 
tion and  tiie  consulates  in  Japan.  A  limited  number  of  Japanese  youths 
might  at  the  same  time  be  educated  in  our  own  vernacular,  and  mutual 
benefits  would  result  to  both  governments.  'The  importance  of  having 
our  own  citizens,  competent,  and  familiar  with  the  language  of  Japan, 
to  act  as  interpreters  and  in  other  capacities  connected  with  the  legation 
vaxd  the  considates  in  that  country,  cannot  readily  be  overestimated." 

Claims  of  aliens  against  the  United  States. — ^^  In  this  connection,  I  renew 
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my  recommeudatioii,  mmlo  at  the  oiioning  of  the  last  4p8sion  of  Ooi 
greas,  tliat  a  ttprdal  court  be  created  to  bear  and  dotermiue  all  claii 
of  alifliia  ^aiust  tLo  United  States  arising  froia  actH  committed  agairii 
tlieir  persona  or  iiro|>erty  (luriog  the  insurrection.  It  appears  eciuitali] 
that  opiKtrLunity  shuaJd  bo  oflercd  to  citizens  of  other  states  to  present 
Uieir  claims,  as  veil  as  to  those  British  subjecta  whose  olaims  were  iir' 
admissible  under  the  late  commission,  to  the  early  decision  of  son 
couipottiut  tribunal.  To  this  end,  1  recommend  the  necessary  legisll 
tion  to  organize  a  court  to  dispose  of  all  claims  of  aliens  of  the  untui 
referred  to,  in  an  ei(uitable  and  satisfactory  manner,  and  lo  relieve  Co 
grcsH  and  the  Departments  from  the  consideration  of  these  (jnestiom 

Boun^rg  betieixn  the  United  Utatee  and  British  poasetaions. — "A  copy 
thti  report  of  the  commissioner  appointed  under  the  act  of  March  II 
1872,  for  surveying  and  marking  the  boundary  between  the  Unit« 
States  and  the  British  possessions,  fh)m  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  thi 
sammit  of  the  Hocky  Mountains,  is  herewith  transmitted.    1  ain  bap[q 
to  announce  that  the  field-work  of  the  commission  has  been  complete<l, 
and  tbe  entire  line,  from  the  northwest  comer  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods 
to  tbe  snmmit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  has  been  run  and  marked  upoB 
Ibe  sarface  of  the  i^arth.     It  is  believed  that  the  amount  remaining  ui>j 
oxpooded  of  the  appropriation  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  wi' 
besnfflcient  to  complete  tbeoSice-work.     I  recommend  that  tbe  autho 
ity  of  Congress  bo  giren  to  the  use  of  the  nnex[}ended  balance  nf  tbl 
appropriatiou  in  the  completion  of  the  work  of  the  commission  in  making 
its  report  and  preparing  the  neoessairy  maps.'' 

Erpatriatiofi  and  the  election  of  nationality. — '^I  have  again  to  call  the 
Attention  of  Congress  to  the  unsatisfactoiy  condition  of  the  existin] 
lawB  with  reference  to  expatriation  and  tbe  election  of  nationality 
Formerly,  amid  oontUcting  opinions  and  decisions,  it  was  difficult  f 
ezncUy  determine  how  far  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance  wt 
applicable  to  citizens  of  tbe  United  StAtes.  Congress,  by  the  act  of  t' 
27th  of  July,  lSti8,  asserted  the  abstract  right  of  expatriation  as  a  fon< 
mental  principle  ul  this  Oorernment.  N^otwithstandiuK  such  assertioi 
and  the  necessity  of  frequent  application  of  the  principlo,  no  legblatia 
has  been  had  deUuing  what  acts  or  formalitiea  shall  work  oxpatriatioi 
or  when  a  citixcu  ehaU  be  deemed  to  have  renounced  or  to  have  lost  hi 
citisenahip.    The  Unportanco  of  such  definition  is  obvious." 

Fravduknt  Katuralization. — "Without  placing  any  additional  obstach 
in  tbe  way  or  tbo  obtainment  of  citizenship  by  the  worthy  aud  wetl-iu- 
teotioueil  foreiguor  who  comes  in  good  faith  to  cast  his  lot  with  oura,  I 
eomestiy  mcoiuniond  further  Icgislaliou  to  punish  fraudulent  uaturad- 
latiOQ  and  to  secure  the  reiidy  ciuiccUutioii  of  the  rot-ord  of  every, 
oatoraliKatiun  tuade  in  fraud." 

MeaM  of  inereanRg  the  rcrcniw. — "The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
his  report  favors  legislatiou  looking  to  an  early  return  to  specie  pu 
meats,  tbuA  supportiug  views  previously  expressed  in  this  message.  H 
also  recommends  economy  in  appropriatioiis ;  calls  attention  to  tbo  loi 
of  revenue  from  rci)eHling  the  tux  on  tea  and  coffoe,  without  benefit  I 
UieeoDBamer;  recommends  un  increase  often  cents  a  gallon  on  whi8kyj|| 
,  farther,  that  no  modification  bo  made  in  the  banking  and  carroDCj 
J  at  the  lust  sesaioii  of  Congress,  unless  modification  should 
^,  tD)>  necessary  by  reason  of  the  adoption  of  mcBiiures  for  returning 
Dipecie  payments.     In  these  recommendatious  ]  cordially  join. 

"I  would  Huggeiit  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  rea^jutstiog  the  tariff 
60  OS  lo  increase  Uio  revenue,  and,  at  the  same  time,  decroasfi  t4ie  diuo- 
bcr  of  articles  upon  which  duties  are  levied.   Those  articlcn  which  cater 
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into  oar  maDufM^tures,  and  are  not  produced  at  home,  it  8eeu38  to  ine 
should  be  entered  free.  Those  articles  of  manufacture  which  we  pro- 
dace  a  constituent  part  of/ but  do  not  produce  the  whole,  that  part  which 
we  do  not  produce  should  enter  free  also.  I  will  instance  flue  wool, 
dyes,  &c.  These  articles  must  be  imported  to  form  a  part  of  the  manu- 
facture  of  the  higher  grades  of  woolen  goods.  Chemicals  used  as  dyes, 
compounded  in  medicines,  and  used  in  vaiious  ways  in  manufactures, 
come  under  this  class.  The  introduction,  free  of  duty,  of  such  wools  as 
we  do  not  produce  would  stimulate  the  manufacture  of  goods  requiring 
the  use  of  those  we  do  produce,  and,  therefore,  would  be  a  beneUt 
to  home  production.  There  are  many  articles  entering  into  ^  home 
manufactures '  which  we  do  not  produce  ourselves,  the  tari&  upon  which 
increases  the  cost  of  producing  the  manufactured  article.  All  correc- 
tions in  this  regard  are  in  the  direction  of  bringing  labor  and  capital  in 
harmony  with  each  other,  and  of  supplying  one  of  the  elements  of  pros* 
perity  so  much  needed." 

Treaties  ratified. — "  Since  my  last  annual  message  the  exchange  has 
been  made  of  the  ratification  of  treaties  of  extradition  with  Belgium, 
Ecuador^  Peru,  and  Salvador ;  also  of  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion with  Peru,  and  one  of  commerce  and  consular  privileges  with  Sal- 
vador; all  of  which  have  been  duly  proclaimed,  as  has  also  a  declara- 
tion with  BuAsia  with  reference  to  trade-marks." 

Wants  and  necessities  of  the  Army. — *'A11  the  recommendations  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  I  regard  as  judicious,  and  I  especially  commend  to 
yonr  attention  the  following :  The  consolidation  of  Oovemment  arsenals; 
the  restoration  of  mileage  to  ofQcers  Raveling  under  orders ;  the  exemp- 
tion of  money  received  from  the  sale  of  subsistence  stores  from  being 
covered  into  the  Treasury ;  the  use  of  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of 
sabsistence  stores  without  waiting  for  the  be^nning  of  the  fiscal  year 
for  which  the  appropriation  is  made ;  for  additional  appropriations  for 
the  collection  of  torpedo  material ;  for  increased  appropriations  for  the 
manufacture  of  arms;  for  relieving  the  various  States  from  indebtedness 
for  arms  charged  to  them  during  the  rebellion ;  for  dropping  officers 
from  the  rolls  of  the  Army  without  trial  for  the  offense  of  drawing  pay 
more  than  once  for  the  same  period :  for  the  discouragement  of  the  plan 
to  pay  soldiers  by  checks ;  and  for  the  establishment  of  a  professorship 
of  rhetoric  and  English  literature  at  West  Point.  The  reasons  for  these 
recommendations  are  obvious,  and  are  set  forth  sufficiently  in  the  rejportfi 
attached.  I  also  recommend  that  the  status  of  the  st£&  corps  of  the 
Army  be  fixed — where  this  has  not  already  been  done— so  that  promo- 
tions may  be  made  and  vacancies  filled  as  they  occur  in  each  grade  when 
reduced  below  the  number  to  be  fixed  by  law." 

Certain  operations  of  the  Navy. — ^^  Much  has  been  accomplished  during 
the  year  in  aid  of  science  and  to  increase  the  sum  of  general  knowledge 
and  further  the  interests  of  commerce  and  civilization.  Extensive  and 
much-needed  soundings  have  been  made  for  hydrographic  purposes, 
and  to  fix  the  proper  routes  of  ocean  telegraphs.  Further  surveys  of 
the  great  Isthmus  have  been  undertaken  and  completed,  and  two  ves- 
sels of  the  Navy  are  now  employed,  in  conjunction  with  those  of  Eng- 
land, France,  Germany,  and  Bussia,  in  observations  connected  with  the 
transit  of  Venus,  so  useful  and  interesting  to  the  scientific  world." 

Education  of  the  people  essential  to  general  prosperity. — **  Education  of 
the  people  entitled  to  exercise  the  right  of  franchise  I  regard  essential 
to  general  prosperity  everywhere,  and  especially  so  in  republics,  where 
birth,  education,  or  previous  condition  does  not  enter  into  account  in 
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giving  sufiDrage.    Kext  to  the  public  scliool,  the  post-office  is  i 
agent  of  education  over  our  vast  territory." 

Unsettled  condition  of  affairs  in  some  of  the  Southern  States. — ' 
to  say  that,  with  preparations  for  the  late  election,  decided  in<: 
appeared  in  some  localities  in  the  Southern  States  of  a  detcrn 
by  acts  of  violence  and  intimidation,  to  deprive  citizens  of  t 
dom  of  the  ballot,  because  of  their  ix>litical  opinions.  Bands 
masked  and  armed,  made  their  appearance;  White  lieagi] 
other  societies  were  formed ;  large  quantities  of  arms  and  amu 
were  imported  and  distributed  to  these  organizations ;  milltar 
with  menacing  demonstrations,  were  held;  and,  with  all  thc^ 
ders  enough  were  committed  to  spread  terror  among  those  whoi 
ical  action  was  to  be  suppressed,  if  possible,  by  these  intolerd 
criminal  proceedings.  In  some  places  colored  laborers  were  coi 
to  vote  according  to  the  wishes  of  their  employers,  under  tbi 
discharge  if  they  acted  otherwise ;  and  there  are  too  many  instil 
which,  when  these  threats  were  disregarded,  they  were  rcmon 
executed  by  those  who  made  them.  I  understand  that  the  li 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  made  to  prevent  this  an< 
state  of  things,  and  the  act  of  May  31,  1870,  with  amendmcii 
passed  to  enforce  its  provisions,  the  object  of  both  being  to  gnara 
all  citizens  the  right  to  vote  and  to  protect  them  in  the  free  enj'< 
of  that  right.  Enjoined  by  the  Oonstitution  ^to  take  care  that  t  f 
be  faithfully  executed,'  and  convinced  by  undoubted  evidence  tli 
latious  of  said  act  had  been  committed,  and  that  a  wide-spreu 
flagrant  disregard  of  it  wai»  contemplated,  the  proper  officer.^ 
instructed  to  prosecute  the  offenders,  and  troops  were  stationed  t 
venient  points  to  aid  these  officers,  if  necessary,  in  the  performa 
thei  r  official  duties.  Complaints  are  made  of  this  interference  by  F 
authority ;  but  if  said  amendment  and  act  do  not  provide  for  such 
ference  under  the  curcumstanoes  as  above  stated,  then  they  are  w 
meaning,  force,  or  effect,  and  the  whole  scheme  of  colored  enfraii 
ment  is  worse  than  mockery,  and  little  better  than  a  crime.  I*o 
Congress  may  find  it  due  to  truth  and  justice  to  ascertain,  by  me.i 
a  committee,  whether  the  alleged  wrongs  to  colored  citizens  for  pol 
purposes  are  real,  or  the  reports  thereof  were  manu&cturcd  fo 
occasion." 

•  •  •  •  •  •  4 

"  The  whole  subject  of  Execuiive  interference  tcith  the  affairs  of  a 
is  repugnant  to  public  opinion,  to  thefeeung  of  those  who,  from  theii 
cial  capacity,  must  be  used  in  such  interposition,  and  to  him  or  those 
must  dllrect  CTnless  most  clearly  on  the  side  of  law,  such  intcrfei 
becx)mes  a  crime ;  with  the  law  to  support  it,  it  is  condemned  witb( 
hearing.  I  desire,  therefore,  that  all  necessity  for  Execativo  diro< 
in  local  affairs  may  become  unnecessary  and  obsolete.  I  invite  the  a 
tion,  not  of  Congress,  but  of  the  people  of  the  CTnitcd  States,  to 
causes  and  effects  of  these  unhappy  questions.  Is  there  not  a  disposi 
on  one  side  to  magnify  wrongs  and  outrages,  and  on  the  other  side  t( 
little  them  or  justify  them  f  If  public  opinion  could  bo  directed  to  a 
rect  survey  of  what  is,  and  to  rebuking  wrong,  and  aiding  tlic  pn 
authorities  in  punishing  it,  a  better  state  of  feeling  would  be  inculc:i 
and  the  sooner  we  would  have  that  peace  which  would  leave  the  ISti 
free  indeed  to  regulate  their  own  domestic  affairs.  I  believe  on 
part  of  our  citizens  of  the  Southern  States — the  better  part  of  thoi 
^here  is  a  disposition  to  bo  law-abiding,  and  to  do  no  violence  eit 
individuals  or  to  the  laws  existing.     Bat  do  they  do  righi 
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ignoring  theesdstence  of  violence  and  bloodshed  in  resistance  to  con- 
stitated  aotboiity  t  I  sympathize  with  their  prostrate  condition,  and 
woold  do  all  in  my  power  to  relieve  them ;  acknowledging  that  in  some 
instances  they  have  had  most  tiying  governments  to  live  under,  and 
very  oppressive  ones  in  the  way  of  taxation  for  nominal  improvements, 
not  jgiving  benefits  equal  to  the  hardships  imposed ;  but,  can  they  pro- 
claim themselves  entirely  irresfponsible  for  this  condition  t  They  cannot 
Yiolanoe  has  been  rampant  in  some  localities,  and  has  either  been  justi* 
fled  or  denied  by  those  who  could  have  prevented  it.  The  theory  is 
even  raised  that  there  is  to  be  no  further  Interference  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Government  to  protect  citizens  within  a  State  where  tiie  State 
authorities  fiul  to  giv«  protection.  This  is  a  great  mistime.  While  I 
remain  Executive  all  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  the  provisions  of  the 
Oonstitntion,  induding  the  recent  amendments  added  thereto,  will  be 
enforced  with  rigor,  but  with  regret  that  they  should  have  added  one 
jot  or  tittle  to  Executive  duties  or  powers.  Let  there  be  fairness  in  the 
discussion  of  Southern  questions,  the  advocates  of  both,  or  all  political 
parties,  giving  honest,  truthful  reports  of  occurrences,  condemning  the 
wrong  and  upholding  the  right,  and  soon  all  will  be  well.  Under  exist- 
ing oonditions  the  negro  votes  the  republican  ticket  because  he  knows 
his  firiends  are  of  that  party.  Many  a  good  citizen  votes  the  opposite, 
not  because  he  agrees  with  the  great  principles  of  state  which  separate 
parties,  but  because,  generally,  ne  is  opposed  to  negro  rule.  This  is  a 
most  delusive  ay.  T^t  the  negro  as  a  citizen  and  a  voter — as  he  is 
and  must  remain — and  soon  parties  will  be  divided,  not  on  the  color- 
linoy  but  on  principle.  Then  we  shall  have  no  complaint  of  sectional 
interference." 

Imereaae  of  judicial  digtriats. — ^^  I  respeotfhlly  suggest  to  Congress  the 
proprie^  of  increasing  the  number  of  judicial  districts  in  the  United 
States  to  deven,  tJie  present  number  being  nine,  and  the  creation  of  two 
additional  judgediips.  The  territory  to  be  traversed  by  the  circuit 
judges  is  so  great,  and  the  business  of  the  courts  so  steadily  increasing, 
that  it  is  growing  more  and  more  impossible  for  them  to  keep  up  with 
the  business  requiring  their  attention.  Whether  this  would  involve  the 
neoeesitiy  of  adding  two  more  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  the 
lyesent  number  I  submit  to  the  judgment  of  Congress." 

Managemmt  of  Indian  affairs. — ^' I  commend  the  recommendation  of 
the  Seeretaiy  for  the  extension  of  the  homestead-laws  to  the  Indians, 
and  for  some  sort  of  territorial  government  for  the  Indian  Territory.  A 
great  majority  of  the  Indians  occupying  this  Territory  are  believed  yet 
to  be  incapable  of  maintaining  their  rights  against  the  more  civilized 
and  enlightened  white  man.  Any  territorial  form  of  government  given 
them,  therefore,  should  protect  them  in  their  homes  and  property  for  a 
period  of  at  least  twenty  years,  and  before  its  final  adoption  should  be 
ratified  by  a  majority  of  those  affeoted»" 

Pmtians  to  survivors  of  war  of  1812  residing  in  Souikem  States. — ^^  The 
act  of  Congress  providing  the  oath  which  pensioners  must  subscribe  to 
before  drawing  tiieir  pension  cuts  ofT  from  this  bounty  a  few  survivors 
of  the  war  of  1812  residing  in  the  Southern  States.  I  recommend  the 
restoration  of  this  bounty  to  all  such.  The  number  of  persons  whose 
names  would  thus  be  restored  to  the  list  of  pensioners  is  not  large. 
They  are  all  old  persons  who  could  have  taken  no  part  in  the  irebellion, 
and  the  services  for  which  they  were  awarded  pensions  were  in  defense 
of  the  whole  country." 

Civil  service. — i^  The  rules  adopted  to  improve  the  civU  service  of  the 
.  Goveiimienthafva.beeu  adhered  to  as  closely  as  has  been  practicable  with 
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the  oppoBition  with  which  they  meet.  The  effect,  I  believe, 
beneficial  on  the  whole,  and  has  tended  to  the  elevation  of  lb 
Bat  it  is  impracticable  to  maintain  them  without  direot  au 
support  of  Congress.  (Generally  the  support  which  this  refori: 
is  from  those  who  give  it  their  support  only  to  find  fftolt  wheu 
are  apparently  departed  from.  Kmovals  from  office  without  ] 
charges  against  parties  removed  are  fluently  cited  as  depart 
the  ndes  adopted,  and  the  retention  of  those  against  whom  cb 
made  by  irresponsible  persons,  and  without  good  grounds,  is  i 
condemned  as  a  violation  of  them.  Under  these  circnmstanc 
fore,  I  announce  that  if  Congress  adjourns  without  positive  h 
on  the  subject  of  ^  civil-service  reform,'  I  will  regard  sach  m 
disapproval  of  the  system,  and  will  abandon  it,  except  so  far 
quire  examinations  for  certain  appointees,  to  deterndne  thei 
Competitive  examinations  will  be  abandoned.'^ 

District  of  Columbia, — '^In  my  opinion  the  District  of  Oolumb 
be  regarded  as  the  grounds  of  the  National  Capital,  in  which  t 
people  are  interested.  I  think  the  proportion  of  the  expeus 
government  and  improvement's  to  be  borne  by  the  General  Gov< 
Uie  cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  and  the  county,  si 
carefully  and  equitably  defined." 

SEVENTH  ANNUAL  MESSAGE,  DECEMBER  7,  1875. 

CompuUory  education  hy  comtitutional  amendment — ^^As  the 
step,  therefore,  to  our  advancement  in  all  that  has  marked  our  ] 
in  the  past  century,  I  suggest  for  your  earnest  consideration,  ai 
earnestly  recommend  it,  tfiat  a  constitutional  amendment  bo  su 
to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States  for  ratification,  makin 
duty  of  each  of  the  several  States  to  establish  and  forever  n 
free  public  schools  adequate  to  the  education  of  all  the  childrtN 
rudimentary  branches  within  their  respective  limits,  irrespective 
color,  birth-place,  or  religions ;  forbidding  the  teaching  in  said 
of  religious,  atheistic,  or  pagan  tenets ;  and  prohibiting  the  grai 
any  school-funds  or  school-taxes,  or  any  part  thereof,  either  b; 
lative,  municipal,  or  other  authority,  for  the  benefit  or  in  aid,  < 
or  indirectly,  of  any  religious  sect  or  denomination,  or  in  aid  or 
benefit  of  any  other  object  of  any  nature  or  kind  whatever." 

Taxation  of  church  property. — <^I  would  suggest  the  taxation 
property  equally,  whether  church  or  con>oration.  exempting  o 
last  resting-plaoe  of  the  dead,  and,  possibly,  witn  proper  restr 
church-edifices." 

Virginiusindemnity. — ^'In  March  last  an  arrangement  was  made  t  i 
Mr.  Gushing,  our  minister  in  Madrid,  with  the  Spanish  governniii 
the  payment  by  the  latter  to  the  United  States  of  the  sum  of  eight; 
sand  dollars  in  coin,  for  the  purpose  of  tiie  relief  of  the  fomilies  or  ]i 
of  the  ship's  company  and  certain  passengers  of  the  Yirginios.  Th 
was  to  have  been  paid  in  three  installments  at  two  months  each. 
due  to  the  Spanish  government  that  I  should  state  that  the  pa} 
were  fully  and  spontaneously  anticipated  by  that  govemment,  an 
the  whole  amount  was  paid  within  but  a  few  days  more  than  two  n 
from  the  date  of  the  agreement,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  tra 
ted.  In  pursuance  of  the  terms  of  the  acyustment,  I  have  directs 
distribution  of  the  amount  among  the  parties  entitled  tiiereto,  iD(*l 
the  ship's  company,  and  such  of  the  passengers  as  were  America 
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PaymoDts  are  made  accordingly,  on  tbe  application  by  tbe  par 
tiM  entitled  thereto.*' 

Cufto. — **  Recognition  of  it8  independence  deemed  impracticable,  and 
•oeofdance  of  belligerent  rights  regarded  indefensible  as  a  measure  of 
rii^t.  Mediation  and  intervention  of  other  nations  apparently  tbe  only 
altematiTe  to  be  invoked  for  the  termination  of  strife." 

Dipredaiions  by  armed  bands  from  Mexico  on  the  people  of  Texas. — <^  The 
military  force  of  this  Government  disposable  for  service  in  that  qnarter 
is  qoite  inadequate  to  effectnally  guard  tbe  line,  even  at  those  points 
where  the  incursions  are  usually  made.  An  experiment  of  an  armed 
TMtel  on  th^  Rio  Grande  for  that  purpose  is  on  trial,  and  it  is  hoped 
thst,  if  not  thwarted  by  tbe  shallowness  of  the  river  and  other  natural 
ebgtocles,  it  may  materially  contribute  to  the  protection  of  tbe  herdsmen 
of  Texas." 

Claiwu  of  aliens  against  the  United  States, — ^^I  recommend  that  some 
mitmble  provision  be  made,  by  the  creation  of  a  special  court  or  by  con- 
ftniog  the  necessary  jurisdiction  upon  some  appropriate  tribunal,  for 
the  consideration  and  determination  of  the  claims  of  aliens  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  which  have  arisen  within  some  reason- 
able limitation  of  time,  or  which  may  hereafter  arise,  excluding  all 
claims  barred  by  treaty  provisions  or  otherwise.  It  has  been  found 
impossible  to  give  proper  consideration  to  these  claims  by  tbe  Executive 
Departments  of  the  Government  Such  a  tribunal  would  affonl  an 
opportonity  to  aliens  other  than  British  subjects  to  present  their  claims 
oo  account  of  acts  committed  against  their  persons  or  property  daring 
the  rebellion,  a;s  also  to  those  subjects  of  Great  Britain  whose  claims, 
having  arisen  subi^uent  to  the  9th  day  of  April,  1865,  could  not  be  pre- 
•eotea  to  th  late  commission  organized  pursuant  to  tbe  provisions  of  the 
treaty  of  Washington.'^ 

Oecmpatian  o/neie  State  Department. — ''  In  tbe  month  of  July  last  tbe 
bnildiiig  erected  for  the  Deimrtment  of  State  was  taken  iH>s8es8ion  of 
and  oocopied  by  that  Department.  I  am  happy  to  announce  that  tbe 
archives  and  valuable  papers  of  tbe  Government  in  the  custo<l y  of  that 
Department  arc  now  safely  dei>08ited  and  proi>erly  cared  for.*" 

Trecsunf, — Partial  repeal  of  legal-tender  actj  d'c, — "  A  repeal  of  so  much 
of  the  legal-tender  act  as  makes  these  notes  receivable  for  debts  con- 
tncted  after  a  day  to  be  lixed  in  tbe  act  itself,  say  not  later  than  the 

1st  of  January,  1877. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

**8efoud,  that  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  l)e  authorized  to  rcrftew, 

y  not  to  exceed  two  million  (^2,000,000)  \lollars  monthly  of  legal- 
tender  MOteSj  liy  issuing  in  their  stead  a  long  bond^  bearing  interest  at  the  rate 

3M  percent,  per annum^  of  denominations  ranging  from  $30  up  to 
1,000  each.  Tbij»  would  iu  time  reduce  the  legal-tender  notes  to  a  vol- 
that  could  be  kept  afloat  without  demanding  a  redemption  in  largo 
suddenly. 

••Third.  That  an  additional  power  be  given  totbeSecretarj'of  theXrcas- 
ory  lo  mecumulate  gold  for  final  redemptionj  either  by  increasing  revenue, 
eanaiiing  expensfe«,  or  both — it  is  preferable  to  do  both ;  and  I  recom- 
mead  that  redaction  of  ex[)enditures  be  made  wherever  it  can  be  done 
withOQt  impairing  Government  obligations  or  crippling  tbe  due  cxecp- 
tioo  thereof.  One  measure  for  increasing  tbe  revenue* — and  tbe  only 
ooe  I  tbiok  of— is  the  reatoration  of  tbe  duty  on  tea  and  coffee.  These 
dulaee  woald  add  probably  #18,000,000  to  the  present  amount  received 
from  importii,  and  would  in  no  way  increase  tbe  prices  paid  for  those 
artielee  bj  the  consumers.^ 
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Annuities  for  families  of  deceased  Army  officers. — ^^The  enact 
ftystem  of  annuities  for  the  families  of  deceased  officers  1iy  ^ 
deductions  from  the  monthly  pay  of  officers.  This  again  is  not 
with  burden  upon  the  Treasury,  and  would  for  the  futnre  rcli< 
distress  which  every  old  Army  officer  has  witnessed  in  the 
officers  dying  suddenly  or  being  killed,  leaving  families  witl 
the  means  of  reaching  their  friends,  if  fortunate  enough  to  hav 
to  aid  tiiem." 

Permanent  organization  of  Signal-Service  Corps  recommends 

Oenienmdl  celSfration. — ^*  The  powers  of  Europe,  ahnost  withoi 
tion,  many  of  the  South  American  states,  and  even  {he  mor 
eastern  powers,  have  manifested  their  friendly  sentiments  to 
Unitied  States,  and  the  interest  of  the  world  in  our  progress,  b 
steps  to  join  with  us  in  celebrating  the  Gentennial  of  the  natU 
stpon^ly  recommend  that  a  more  national  importance  be  give 
exhibition  by  such  legislation  and  by  such  appropriation  as  wi 
its  success.  Its  value  in  bringing  to  our  shores  innomerabi 
works  of  art  and  skill,  the  commingling  of  the  citizens  of  forei] 
tries  and  our  own,  and  the  interchange  of  ideas  and  manufactu 
far  exceed  any  pecuniary  outlay  we  may  make." 

Oeologioal  explorations  in  Colorado^  Utah^  and  New  Mexico  Terri 
«  The  geological  explorations  have  been  prosecuted  with  energy 
the  year,  covering  an  area  of  about  forty  thousand  square  mile 
TeiTitories  of  C!olorado,  Utah,  and  New  Mexico,  developing  the 
tural  and  mineral  resources,  and  fhmishing  interesting  scient 
topographical  details  of  that  region.'^ 

Utah-^Polygamy. — ^^  In  nearly  every  annual  message  that  I  h ^ 
the  honor  of  transmitting  to  Congress,  I  have  call^  attention 
anomalous,  not  to  say  scandalous,  condition  of  afbirs  existii^ 
Temtory  of  Utah,  and  have  asked  for  definite  legislation  to  co) 
That  polygamy  should  exist  in  a  free,  enlightened,  and  CI 
country,  without  power  to  punish  so  flagrant  a  crime  against  d 
and  morality,  seems  preposterous.  True,  there  is  no  law  to  susti 
unnatural  vice,  but  what  is  needed  is  a  law  to  punish  it  as  a  crin 
at  the  same  time  to  fix  the  status  of  the  innocent  children— the  o£ 
of  this  system — and  of  the  possibly  innocent  plural  wives.  Bat 
institution,  polygamy  should  be  banished  from  the  land." 

Importation  of  Chinese  toomen. — "While  this  is  being  done,  I 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  another,  though  perhaps  no  less  a 
the  importation  of  Chinese  women,  but  few  of  whom  are  broui 
our  shores  to  pursue  honorable  or  useful  occupations." 

Necessity  for  amendment  ofpvblio  land  ana  mining  lam.^^^Oh 
tions  while  visiting  the  Territories  of  Wyoming,  Utah,  and  Col 
during  the  past  autumn,  convinced  me  titiat  existing  laws  rega 
the  disposition  of  public  lands,  timber,  &c.,  and  probably  the  n 
laws  themselves,  are  very  defective,  and  should  oe  carefolljr  amc 
and  at  an  early  day.  In  territory  where  cultivation  of  the  soil  cai 
be  followed  by  irrigation,  and  where  irrigation  is  not  practicabl 
lands  can  only  be  used  as  pasturage,  and  this  only  where  stocl 
reach  water,  (to  quench  its  thirst,)  cannot  be  governed  by  the  laws 
entries  as  lands  every  acre  of  which  is  an  independent  estate  by  it 

*^Land  must  be  held  in  larger  quantities  to  justify  the  expense  o 
ducting  water  upon  it  to  make  it  fruitful,  or  to  justify  utilizing 
pasturage.    The  timber  in  most  of  the  Territories  is  principally  con 
to  the  mountain  regions,  which  are  held  for  entry  in  small  qnan 
only,  and  as  mineral  lands.    The  timber  is  the  property  of  the  Ui 
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States,  for  the  disposal  of  whicli  there  is  now  no  adequate  law.  The 
settler  must  become  a  consamer  of  this  timber,  whether  he  lives  upon 
the  pkdn  or  engages  in  working  the  mines.  Hence  every  man  becomes 
either  a  trespasser  himself,  or,  knowingly,  a  patron  oi^  trespassers. 

<<  My  opportunities  for  observation  were  not  sufftcient  to  justify  me  in 
reoommending  specific  legislation  on  these  subjects,  but  I  do  recom- 
mend that  a  joint  committee  of  the  two  houses  of  Congress — sufficiently 
large  to  be  divided  into  subcommittees — ^be  organized  to  visit  all  the 
mining  States  and  Territories  during  the  coming  summer,  and  that  the 
committee  shall  report  to  Oongress  at  the  next  session  such  laws,  or 
amendments  to  laws,  as  it  may  deem  necessary  to  secure  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  Government  and  the  people  of  these  Territories,  who  are 
doing  so  much  for  their  development 

Summary  of  questions  deemed  oftitdl  importance. — ^^'As  this  wiU  be  the 
last  annual  message  which  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to 
Congress  before  my  successor  is  chosen,  I  will  repeat  or  recapitulate  the 
questions  which  I  deem  of  vital  importance,  which  may  be  legislated 
ni>on  and  settled  at  this  session : 

^<  First  That  the  States  shall  be  required  to  afford  the  opportunity  of 
a  good  common-school  education  to  every  child  within  their  limits. 

*^  Second.  No  sectarian  tenets  shall  ever  be  taught  in  any  school  sup- 
ported in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  State,  nation,  or  by  the  proceeds  of 
any  tax  levied  upon  any  community.  Make  education  compulsory,  so 
as  to  deprive  all  persons  who  cannot  read  and  write  from  becoming 
voters  after  the  year  1890,  disfiranchising  none,  however,  on  grounds  of 
illiteracy  who  may  be  voters  at  the  time  this  amendment  takes  effect. 

**  Third.  Declare  church  and  state  forever  separate  and  distinct,  but 
each  tree  within  their  proper  spheres ;  and  that  all  church  property 
shall  bear  its  own  proportion  of  taxation. 

**  Fourth.  Drive  out  licensed  immorality,  such  as  polygamy  and  the  im- 
portation of  women  for  illegitimate  purposes.  To  recur  again  to  the 
Centennial  year,  it  would  seem  as  though  now,  as  we  are  about  to  begin 
Uie  second  century  of  our  nation^  existence,  would  be  a  most  fitting 
time  for  these  reforms. 

*^  Fifth.  Enact  such  laws  as  will  insure  a  speedy  return  to  a  sound  cur' 
rency,  such  as  will  command  the  respect  of  the  world." 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OP  AMERICA. 

A  PEOCLAMATION. 

TVhereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  did  by  an  act  approved 
on  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five, 
authorize  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Colorado  to  form  for  them- 
selves,  out  of  said  Territory,  a  State  government  with  the  name  of  the 
State  of  Colorado,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  upon  certain  conditions  in 
said  act  spedfled ;  and 

Whereas  it  was  provided  by  said  act  of  Congress  that  the  con- 
vention elected  by  the  people  of  said  Territory  to  frame  a  State  consti- 
tution should,  when  assembled  for  that  purpose  and  after  organization, 
declare  on  behalf  of  the  people  that  they  adopt  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  should  also  provide  by  an  ordinance,  irrevocable 
without  the  consent  of  the  United  States  and  the  people  of  said  State, 
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that  perfect  toleration  of  religioas  Bentiment  shall  be  secarcd 
no  inhabitant  of  said  State  shaU  ever  be  molested  in  person  oi 
on  account  of  his  or  her  mode  of  religions  worship ;  and  that  t 
inhabiting  said  Territory  do  agree  and  declare  that  they  f<» 
claim  all  right  and  title  to  the  unappropriated  pnblic  lands  lyii 
said  Territory,  and  that  the  same  shall  be  and  remain  at  the  sol 
tire  disposition  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  lands  belon  ir 
izens  of  the  United  States  residing  without  the  said  State  shall 
taxed  higher  than  the  lands  belonging  to  residents  thereof ;  an 
taxes  sh^l  be  imposed  by  the  State  on  lands  or  property  there  i 
ing  to,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  purchased  by,  the  United  St( 

Whereas  it  was  fturther  provided  by  said  act  that  the  const  itu 
formed  for  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Colorado  should,  by 
nance  of  the  convention  forming  the  same,  be  submitted  to  tl 
of  said  Territory  for  ratification  or  rejection,  at  an  election  to 
in  the  month  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  at  wli 
tion  the  lawful  voters  of  said  new  State  should  vote  direct 
against  the  proposed  constitution,  and  the  returns  of  said 
should  be  made  to  the  acting  governor  of  the  Territory,  who,  ^ 
chief-justice  and  United  States  attorney  of  said  Territory,  or 
of  them,  should  canvass  the  same,  and  if  a  mt^ority  of  legal  veto 
be  cast  for  said  constitution  in  said  proposed  State,  the  said  act 
ernor  should  certify  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United 
together  with  a  copy  of  said  constitution  and  ordinances;  wli 
it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  i 
proclamation  declaring  the  State  admitted  into  the  Union  on  a 
footing  with  the  original  States,  without  any  further  action  \v 
on  the  part  of  Congress;  and 

Whereas  it  has  been  certified  to  me  by  the  acting  governor 
Tenitory  of  Colorado,  that  within  the  time  prescril^  by  saiil 
Congress  a  constitution  for  said  proi)osed  State  has  been  ado])ti 
the  same  ratified  by  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  said  propos 
Str.te  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  prescribed  by  said  act  < 
greas;  and 

Wliereaa  a  duly  autlienticated  copy  of  said  constitntion  and 
declaration  and  ordinance  required  by  said  act  has  been  receive<l  1 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  President  of  the  United 
of  America,  do,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  o 
gress  aforesaid,  declare  and  proclaim  the  fact  that  the  fiuulai 
conditions  imposed  by  Congress  on  the  State  of  Colorado  to  entifl 
State  to  admission  to  the  Union  have  been  ratified  and  accept n 
that  the  admission  of  the  said  State  into  the  Union  is  now  romi)I< 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  have  c 
the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  first  day  of  Angiist,  in  Uu 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sevotil 
(seal.)       and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  Aiiiei  i( 
one  hundred  and  first. 

U.  8.  GRA] 

By  the  President : 

Hamilton  Fish, 

Secretary  of  State, 
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BY  THE  PBESmEXT  OF  THE  UXITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

A  PKOCLAMATIOy. 

Whereas  by  the  first  section  of  an  act  entitled  <<  An  act  to  aathorize 
the  Presiileut  to  accept  for  citizens  of  the  United  States  the  jorisdiction 
of  certain  tribonals  in  the  OtUHnao  dominions  and  Egypt,  establidied. 
or  to  be  established,  nnder  the  aatbority  of  the  Snbume  Porte  and  of 
the  govemment  of  Egypt,''  approved  March  23, 1874,  it  was  enacted  as 
followB : 

^  That  whenerer  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  receive  sat- 
isCictorT  in&^mation  that  the  Ottoman  government,  or  that  of  Egypt, 
has  ori^miied  other  tribonals  on  a  basis  likely  to  secnre  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  in  their  dominions,  the  same  impartial  justice  which 
tbej  now  enjoy  there  nnder  the  jikticial  functions  exercised  by  the  min- 
ister, consols^  and  other  functionaries  of  the  United  States^  porsnant  to 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  the  twenty-second  of  Jane,  eighteen  hun- 
dred aad  sixty,  entitled  ^An  act  to  carry  into  effect  provisions  of  the 
treaties  between  the  United  States,  China,  Persia,  and  other  countries, 
giving  certain  judicial  powers  to  ministers  and  consols  or  other  fane- 
tiooaries  of  the  United  States  in  those  countries,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,' he  ii  hereby  aothorized  to  sospend  the  operations  of  said  act  as 
to  the  domin'ons  in  which  soch  tribonals  may  be  (vganized,  so  fiur  as  the 
jorisdiction  of  said  tribonals  may  embrace  matters  now  cognizable  by 
the  minister,  consols,  or  other  fonctionaries  of  the  United  States  in  said 
dominions,  and  to  nptiiy  the  govemment  of  the  Sabliihe  Porte,  or  that 
of  Egypt,  or  cither  of  them,  that  the  United  States,  doring  soch  sos- 
pension,  will,  ai  aforesaid,  accept  for  their  citizens  the  jorisdiction  of 
the  tribonals  iforesaid  over  citizens  of  the  United  States  which  has 
heretofore  beoa  exercised  by  the  minister,  consols,  or  other  ftinctionaries 
of  the  Unitei!  States  f  and 

Whereas  sUisfactory  information  has  been  received  by  me  that  the 
government  d  Egypt  has  organized  other  tribonals  on  a  basis  likely 
to  seeore  to  ctizeos  of  the  United  States  in  the  dominions  sobject  to 
soch  govemneut  the  impartial  justice  which  they  now  enjoy  there 
onder  the  jodcial  functions  exercised  by  the  minister,  consuls,  or  other 
fonctionaries  if  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  said  act  of  Congress 
approved  Jum  L%  1860: 

Kow,  therebre,  1,  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  br  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  conferred  upon  me  by 
the  said  act,  ^iproved  March  23, 1874,  do  hereby  suspend  doring  the 
pleasore  of  tie  President  the  <^)eratiou  of  the  said  act  approved  June 
:£2, 18<j(l,  as  to  the  said  dominions,  sobject  to  the  govemment  of  Egypt, 
in  which  sochtribnnals  have  been  organized,  so  far  as  the  jurisdiction 
of  said  tribomlA  may  embrace  matters  now  cognizable  by  the  minister, 
oonsols,  or  otier  functionaries  of  the  United  States  in  said  dominions, 
except  as  to  euies  actually  commence<l  before  the  date  hereof. 

In  witness  Thereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  liand  and  caused  the  seal 

of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  thi  city  of  Washington,  this  twenty-seventh  day  of  March,  in 

th(  year  of  oor  lionl  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven- 

fsKAL.)       tyix,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the   United  States  of 

ADeri<*a  the  one  hundredth. 

U.  S.  GRANT. 
By  the  PreKleut: 

IIawlton  Fish, 

ikcretary  of  State. 
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BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  OP  AMEBIC 

A  PEOCLAMAHOK 

Whereas  by  Article  V  of  a  Convention  concladed  at  Wa 
npon  the  30th  day  of  January,  1875,  between  the  TTnited  i 
America  and  His  ^Mqjesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands 
provided  as  follows,  viz : 

'^  The  present  Convention  shall  take  effect  as  soon  as  it  si 
^<  been  approved  and  prodaimed  by  His  Majesty  the  King  of 
^'  waiian  Islands,  and  shall  have  been  ratified  and  duly  procia; 
<<  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  bnt  not  un 
'<  to  carry  it  into  operation  shall  have  been  passed  by  the  Con 
'<  the  United  States  of  America.  Such  assent  having  been  gi^ 
^Hhe  ratiflcatiens  of  the  Convention  having  been  exchaaged 
'^  vided  in  Article  YI,  the  Convention  shall  remain  in  force  fo 
'^  years  from  the  date  at  which  it  may  come  into  operation ;  and 
*^  antil  the  expiration  of  twelve  montiis  after  either  of  the  high  a 
<<  Ing  parties  shall  give  noUce  to  the  other  of  its  wish  to  termin 
(<  same ;  ^^ach  of  the  high  contracting  parties  being  at  lilierty 
<<  such  notice  to  the  other  at  the  end  of  the  said  term  of  seven  y< 
^<  at  any  time  thereafter." 

And  whereas  sach  Convention  has  been  approved  and  proclaii 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  and  has  been  ] 
and  duly  proclaimed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  a 
carry  the  same  into  operation  has  t^n  passed  by  the  Congress 
United  States,  and  the  ratifications  of  the  Convention  have  hi 
changed  as  provided  in  Article  YI  thereof : 

And  w|iereas  the  Acting  Secretaiy  of  State  of  the  Unitid  Stati 
His  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleniiotenti^ 
Washington  have  recorded  in  a  protocol  a  conference  leld  by 
at  WasUngton  on  the  ninth  day  of  September,  eighteen  hundred 
seventy^six,  in  the  following  langaage : 

^^  Whereas  it  is  provided  by  Article  Y  of  the  Conventioi  betwec 
^<  United  States  of  America  and  His  Mcgesty  the  King  of  the  Ha\^ 
'<  Islands,  concerning  commercial  recipcocity,  signed  at  Mashiugti 
<<  the  30th  day  of  January,  1S75,  as  follows : 

^'  ^  Abtiole  Y.  The  present  Convention  shall  take  effect  as  soon 
<<  ^  shall  have  been  approved  and  proclaimed  by  His  Ma^sty  the  \ 
<(  <of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  shall  have  been  ratifledftnd  dnlj" 
*<  <  claimed  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  bu 
<^  ^  nntil  the  law  to  cariy  it  into  operation  shall  have  beenpassed  h] 
^*  ^  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America.  Such  asseit  having 
(<  <  given,  and  the  ratification  of  the  Convention  having  ban  exchai 
*<  *  as  provided  in  Article  YI,  the  Convention  shall  remaii  in  forc< 
*<  <  seven  years  from  the  date  at  which  it  may  come  into  omtion; 
<<  <  further,  until  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  after  eitlBr  of  the  1 
•<  <  contracting  parties  shall  give  notice  to  the  other  of  itsfnab  to  tei 
'*  <  nate  the  same ;  each  of  the  high  contracting  parties  b^g  at  Mhi 
^<  <  to  give  such  notice  to  the  other  at  the  end  of  the  said  lerm  of  se 
^  ^  years,  or  at  any  time  thereafter :' 

^^And  whereas  the  said  Convention  has  been  approved  aid  proclain 
by  His  Miijes^  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  ha  been  ratil 
and  duly  proclaimed  on  the  pazjb  of  the  Government  i  the  Unit 
^tates: 
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^^And  vliereas  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepre- 
s^tatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  enti- 
tled ^An  act  to  carry  into  effect  a  Oonvention  between  the  United  States 
of  AmericsK  and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  signed 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-five,' 
which  was  approved  on  the  15th  day  of  August  in  the  year  1876 : 

"And  whereas  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  entitled  'An  act  to  carry  into  Effect  a  Oonvention 
between  His  Majesty  the  King  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
signed  at  Washington  on  the  30th  day  of  January,  1875,'  which  was 
duly  approved  on  the  18th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  1876 : 

''And  whereas  the  ratifications  of  the  said  Convention  have  b^en  ex- 
changed as  provided  in  Article  VI : 

''  The  undersigned,  William  Hunter,  Acting  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  the  Honorable  Elisha  H.  Allen, 
Chief-Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Chancellor  of  the  Kingdom,  Mem- 
ber of  the  Privy  Council  of  State,  and  His  Mi^esty's  Envoy  Extraor- 
dinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
duly  authorized  for  this  purpose  by  their  respective  Governments,  have 
met  together  at  Washington,  and  having  found  the  said  Convention  has 
been  approved  and  pr<^aimed  by  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Ha- 
waiian Islands  and  has  been  ratified  and  didy  proclaimed  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  laws  required  to 
carry  the  said  treaty  into  operation  have  been  passed  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  America  on  the  one  part  and  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  on  the  oUier,  hereli^  declare  that 
the  Convention  aforesaid.ooncluded*between  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica and  His  Miqesty  the  King  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  on  the  30th  day 
of  January,  1875,  will  take  effect  on  the  date  hereof:'' 

I7ow,  therefore,  I,  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  pursuance  of  the  premises,  do  declare  that  the  said  Con- 
vention has  been  approved  and  proclaimed  by  His  Majesty  the  King  of 
the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  been  ratified  and  duly  proclaimed  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  necessary 
legislation  has  been  passed  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  and  that  the 
ratifications  of  the  Convention  have  been  exchanged  as  provided  in 
Article  VI. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  caused  the 
seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  in  the  city  of  Washington  this  ninth  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
[seal.]  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the 
one  hundred  and  first 

U.  S.  GRANT. 

By  the  President : 

W.  HUNTEE, 

Acting  Secretary  qf  State. 
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THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 


TbBASUEY  DBPABTMENt 

Wdshingtonj  i>.  (7.,  December  4 

SiB:  Complying  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  the  bo 
submit  the  following  report: 

EBCEIPTS   AND    EXPEKBITUBES   FOB   THE    FISCAL   TXAB    VS^ 

JUNE  30,  187C. 

SecetpU. 

The  moneys  received  and  covered  into  the  Treasury  by  warrant 

ing  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 187G,  were  as  follows : 

From  customs $148, 071,  Oi 

From  internal  revenue •  116, 700,  7i 

From  sales  of  public  lands 1, 129, 4( 

From  tax  on  circulation  and  deposits  of  national 

banks 7, 328,  r/i 

From  repayment  of  interest  by  Pacific  Kailway  com- 
panies   718, 1^ 

From  customp'  fines,  penalties,  &c 183, 7(1 

From  labor,  drayage,  storage,  &c 1, 026, 34 

From  sales  of  Indian-trust  lands 190,  W 

From  fees — consular,  letters-patent,  and  land 2, 009, 2S 

From  proceeds  of  sales  of  Government  property  —  1, 852, 71 

From  marine-hospital  tax 345, 67! 

From  steamboat  fees ; 205,  ^S, 

From  profits  on  coinage,  &c 1, 7-41, 1 1  \ 

From  tax  on  seal-skins 317,  ."JSi 

From  miscellaneous  sources 1, 877, 291 

Totil  ordinary  receipts 283, 758, 40.1 

Premium  on  sales  of  coin 3, 723, 54.1 

Total  not  receipts,  exclusive  of  loans 287,482,  iW 

Proceeds  of  bonds  of  1881,  Geneva  awanl G,  Ci;5,  8l'() 

Total  net  receipts 294,095,8(>:> 

Balance  in  Treasury  Juno  30, 1875,  including  deposits 
of  coin  and  Uniteil  States  notes  I'epresented  by 
certificates  outstanding 144, 702, 410 

Total  available  cash 438,798,281 
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Expenditures, 

The  net  expeuditares  by  warrants  daring  the  same  period  were — 

For  dvU  expenses $17,^,248  83 

For  foreign  intercourse 1, 410|  252  60 

For  Indians 5,966,558  17 

For  pensions 28,257,395  69 

For  military  establishment,  inclading  fortifications, 

rirer  and  Imrbor  improvements,  and  arsenals 38, 070, 888  64 

For  naval  establishment,  inclading  vessels  and  ma- 
chinery and  improvements  at  navy  yards 18, 963, 309  82 

For  misoellaneons  civil,  inclading  public  buildings, 

light-booses,  and  collecting  the  revenues  . .  48, 315, 872  45 

For  interest  on  the  public  debt,  including  interest  on 

bonds  issued  to  Pacific  Railway  companies 100, 243, 271  23 

Tdtal  net  expenditures 258, 459, 797  33 

Redemption  of  the  public  debt $51, 889404,  80 

Judgments    of    Court   of    Alabama 

Ctaims 6,641,287  26 

58,530, 752  06 

Total  net  disbursements 316,990,540  39 

Bahince  in  Treasury  June  30, 1870 121,807,732  30 

Total 438,798,281  69 


This  statement  shows  that  the  net  revenues  for  the 

fiscal  year  were $287, 482, 039  16 

And  that  the  net  expenditures  were 258, 459, 797  33 

Leaving  a  surplus  revenue,  exclusive  of  provision  for 
the  smking  fund,  of 29,022,24183 


In  the  last  Annual  Report,  page  VI,  the  Secretary-  stated  that  in  the 
Judgment  of  the  Department  the  revenues  for  this  fiscal  year  would 
reach  the  sum  of  $297,456,145  14,  and  the  exi)enditures  the  sum  of 
$268,447,543  76,  showing  that  there  would  be  a  snri)lus  revenue  of 
$29,008,601  38.  By  the  statement  of  actual  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures for  this  fiscal  year  it  will  be  seen  that  the  revenues  yielded 
$287,482,039  16,  or  $9,974,105  98  less  than  the  estimate,  and  that  the  net 
expenses  amonntetl  to  $258,459,707  33,  or  $9,987,740  43  less  than  was 
antidpated,exhibitingasuri)lusrevcnue of  $29,022,241  S.^  or  $13,040  45 
in  excess  of  the  amount  contemplatwl.  It  will  thus  bo  perceived  that 
the  estimates,  when  taken  as  a  whole,  were  remarkably  reliable,  varying 
tnmk  thb  actual  results  realized  by  the  Treasury  only  to  the  extent  of 
tl3,M0  45. 
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RBOEIPTS    Am)   EXPENDITURES    FOR  THE    FISCAL  TEAR. EN 

JUNE  30,  1877. 

The  receipts  during  the  first  quarter  were — 

From  customs • $37, 554, 7 

From  internal  revenue 28, 813, 3 

From  sales  of  public  lands 252^  0 

From  tax  on  circulation,  &c..  of  national  banks 3, 534,  7* 

From  repayment  of  interest  by  Pacific  railways. ....  97, 9< 

From  customs'  fines,  &c 17,  (ii 

From  consular,  patent,  and  other  fees 425,  Oi 

From  proceeds  of  sales  of  Gtovemment  property 171,  ^' 

From  miscellaneous  sources 2,123,0< 

Net  ordinary  receipts 72, 901,  Oi 

Premium  on  sales  of  coin 119, 51 

73, 110, 52 

Proceeds  of  bonds  of  1881 ,  Geneva  award 2, 403, 44 

Total  net  ordinary  receipts 75, 513, 07< 

Balance  in  Treasury  June  30, 187C 121,807,73! 

Total  available 197,321,701 


The  expenditures  during  the  same  period  were— 

For  dvU  and  misceUaneous  expenses,  inclirding  publio 
buildings,  ligh^house8,  add  collecting  the  revenues*   $16, 937, 203 

For  Indians 1,434,76.'; 

For  pensions 8,382,357 

For  military  establishment,  includiog  fortifications, 
river  and  harbor  improvements,  and  arsenals. ....       9, 715,  G61 

For  naval  establishment,  including  vessels  and  ma- 
chinery and  improvements  at  navy  yards .  G,  174, 33S 

For  interest  on  the  public  debt,  including  Pacific 
Bailway  bonds 37,107,550 

Total  ordinary  expenditures 78)751,803 

Redemption  of  the  public  debt $3, 618, 648  77 

JudgmentsofOourtofAhibama  Claims  2,353,634  21 

5,972,282 


Total  expenditures 84,724,176! 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30, 1870 112, 697, 520  ( 

Total 197,321,702  J 

For  the  remaining  three  quarters  it  is  estimated  that  the  receipt 
will 


From  customs v $80,445,271  4 

From  internal  revenue 91,  fill,  053  0 

^^m  sale  of  publio  landa 800,000  0< 
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From  tax  on  national  banks $3^  600, 000  00 

From  reimbursement  by  Paciiic  railways 300, 000  00 

f^-om  costoms'  flneS|  penalties*  and  forfeitures 75|  000  00 

From  consular,  patent,  and  other  fees 1, 200, 000  00 

From  proceeds  of  sales  of  public  property 250, 000  00 

I^m  miscellaneous  sources,  including  premium  on 

coin 4,000,000  00 

Total  net  receipts 191, 181, 925  10 

For  the  same  period  it  is  estimated  that  the  expenditures  will  be-* 

For  civil  and  miscellaneous,  including  public  build- 
ings    $39,000,000  00 

ForLidians 4,000,000  00 

For  pensions 20, 000, 000  00 

Formilitaiy  establishment...^ 26,500,000  00 

For  naval  establishment 7 ,  500, 000  00 

For  interest  on  the  public  debt 61, 876,860  09 

Total  ordinary  expenditures 158, 876, 860  09 


It  will  be  observed  £rom  the  statement  of  actual  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures for  the  first  quarter,  that  ending  September  30,  and  of  the 
estimates  of  the  same  for  the  remaining  three  quarters,  based  upon 
existing  laws,  that  it  is  expected  that  the  revenues  for  the  current 
fiscal  year  will  yield  the  sum  of  $264,202,449  59,  and  that  the  expendi- 
tores  will  amount  to  $237,628,763  35,  which  will  leave  a  surplus  revenue 
of  $20,663,690  24. 

The  amount  which  should  be  applied  to  the  sinking  fund  is  estimated 
at  $33,705,806  67.  The  surplus  revenues  will  fall  below  that  amount, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Department,  by  not  less  than  $7,042,110  43. 

SBTIMATBfi  FOB  THE  FIBOAL  YBAR  ENBINa  JUNE  30,  1878. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1878,  wiU  b^- 

From  customs $130,000,000  00 

From  internal  revenue 123,000,000  00 

From  sales  of  public  lands 1, 200, 000  00 

From  tax  on  circulation  of  national  banks 7,350,000  00 

From  reimbursement  of  interest  by  Pacific  Bailway 

companies 35  0, 000  00 

From  customs'  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures 150, 000  00 

From  consolar,  letters-patent,  and  other  fees 2, 250, 000  00 

From  proceeds  of  sales  of  Government  property 250, 000  00 

From  miscellaneous  sources 5, 500, 000  00 

Total  ordinary  receipts 270,050,000  00 
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It  is  estimated  that  the  ordinary  oxpenditares  for  the  same  ))eriod 

will  be— 

For  civil  expenses $15, 500;  000  00 

For  foreign  intercourse 1, 245, 000  00 

For  Indians 5, 342, 000  00 

For  pensions 28, 500, 000  00 

For  military  establishment,  including  fortifications, 

river  and  harbor  improvements,  and  arsenals 36, 500, 000  00 

For  naval  establishment,  including  vessels  and  ma- 
chinery and  imi^rovements  at  navy  yards IG,  000, 000  00 

For  civil  and  miscellaneous,  including  public  build- 
ings, light-houses,  collecting  revenues,  mail-steam- 
ship service,  deficiency  in  postal  revenues,  i)ublic 

printing,  &c 42, 000, 000  00 

For  interest  on  the  public  debt 94, 386, 294  00 

For  interest  on  Pacific  Railway  bonds 3, 877, 410  00 

Total  estimated  expenditures,  exclusive  of  the  sinking- 
fund  account  and  principal  of  the  public  debt 243, 350, 704  00 


Upon  the  basis  of  these  estimates,  there  will  be  a  surplus  revenue  for 
the  fiscal  year  1878,  applicable  to  the  sinking  fund,  of  $26,699,296. 
The  estimated  amount  required  by  law  to  be  set  apart  for  that  fund  is 
$35,391,096  60.  If,  therefore,  these  estimates  shall  prove  to  be  ap- 
proximately correct,  there  will  be  a  deficiency  in  this  account  of 
$8,691,800  60. 

The  estimates  received  from  the  several  Executive  Departments  are 

as  follows: 

Legislative  establishment $2, 943, 722  80 

Executive  establishment 15, 999, 199  38 

Judicial  establishment 3, 911, 400  00 

Foreign  intercourse 1, 245, 997  50 

Militiiry  establishment 32, 215, 595  90 

Naval  establishment 19, 430, 012  69 

Indian  aflairs 5,342,899  12 

Pensions^. 28, 533, 000  00 

Public  works : 

Treasury  Department $4, 264, 196  65 

War  Department 18, 793, 227  70 

Navy  Department 2, 900, 096  00 

Interior  Department 837, 982  62 

Department  of  Agriculture 13, 450  00 

Department  of  Justice 42, 500  00 

26, 851, 452  97 

Postal  service 0, 078, 267  43 

Miscellaneous 10, 553, 546  85 

Permanent  appropriations,  (including  $35,391,096  60 
for  sinking  fund) 146, 506, 576  36 

Total 299,611,671  00 
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REDUOTION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Priiicipalof  Uie  debt  July  1,1875 82,232,284,531  96 

Interest  due  and  unpaid,  and  accrued  interest  to  date.       38,647,656  19 

Total  debt 2,270,932,088  14 

Cash  in  the  Treasury 142,243,301  82 

Debt,  less  cash  in  the  Treasury 2,128,688,726  32 

Principal  of  the  debt  July  1. 1876 $2,180,395,067  15 

Interest  due  and  unpaid,  and  accrued  interest  to  date .       38,514,004  54 

Total  debt 2,218,909,071  69 

Cash  in  the  Treasury 119,469,726  70 

Debt,  less  cash  in  the  Treasury 2,099,439,344  99 

Showing  a  reduction,  as  above  stated,  of $29,249,381  33 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  surplus  revenues,  exclusive  of  provision 
for  the  sinking  fund,  as  shown  in  the  statement  of  receipts  and  ezpen- 
ditnres  for  the  fiscal  year,  were  $29,022,241  83,  or  $227,139  50  less 
than  the  amount  of  the  reduction  of  the  debt  as  shown  by  the  monthly 
statement  of  the  same. 

The  difference  between  these  two  statements  arises  from  the  differ- 
^ice  of  dates  at  which  tiiey  are  made  up,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  compari- 
fion  of  them  as  regards  the  cash  in  the  Treasury  at  the  commencement 
and  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  of  the  item  of  'interest  due  and  un- 
paid, and  accrued  interest  to  date,"  which,  in  the  monthly  debt  state- 
ment, is  treated  as  a  liability  of  the  Government,  precisely  as  is  the 
principal  of  the  debt,  but  which  is  not  so  considered  in  the  statement 
of  receipts  and  expenditures. 

The  cash  in  the  Treasury  July  1, 1875,  as  shown  by 
the  monthly  debt  statement  of  that  date,  and  which 
embraced  only  the  moneys  officially  reported  to  the 
Department  at  the  time  of  its  issue,  was $142,' 243, 361  82 

The  cash  in  the  Treasury  July  1, 1875,  as  shown  by 
the  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  (the  books 
from  which  it  is  prepared  usually  being  kept  open 
for  a  period  of  forty-five  days,  so  as  to  include  at 
the  date  of  closing  the  account  all  the  revenues  de- 
posited at  the  difi'erent  places  of  deposit  through- 
out the  country  within  the  period  covered  by  the 
same,  and  which  are  unascertained  at  the  time  of 

the  issue  of  the  monthly  statement,)  was 144, 702, 416  41 

'•pi'  ■ 

Showing  a  difference  of 2,459,054  59 
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Tbe  cukIi  in  the  Treasury  July  1, 1870,  au  shown  by 

tli«  moiitlily  debt  statement  of  that  daU',  was $113,  «J9, 72C  'flf'J 

And  as  sbowii  by  the  statement  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 

jicndilarcs  of  same  date 121, 807, 733  30  I 

Showing  a  difiercuce  of 2, 338, 005  (JO 

Tbe  diflerence  in  these  two  statements  of  cash  re- 

jiorted  to  the  Treasarj-,  a«  appears  by  the  monthly 

statement,  and  as  ascertained  by  the  statement  of 

receipts  and  expenditures  at  the  commencement 

and  vlase  of  the  fiscal  year,  it  will  be  seen,  is 

$1:^1,048  09,  less  tbe  sum  of  8^7,461  14  paid  on 

aeconnt  of  jadgmenta  of  tbe  Coort  of  Alabama 

Claims  iu  osccss  of  tbe  amonnt  received  during 

that  quarter  lYom  tbe  proceeds  of  the  »ale  of  the 

bonds  hchl  ia  tmst  for  that  iiurpoae,  and  which 

was  returned  to  the  Treasury  in  the  succeeding 

quarter  out  of  tbe  proceeds  of  sale  of  bonds  iu  ex- 
cess of  payments  in  that  quarter.    The  trausac- 

tious  iu  relation  to  these  bonds  were  iu  no  sense 

ftu  ordinarj'  receipt  or  expenditure  of  the  Govetn- 

nieot,  and  were  not  so  treated 

To  which  add  the  rednction  in  the  item  of  "  iuterest 

due  and  unpaid,  and  accrued  iutcreBt  to  date" 


Making  the  sum  of. 


227, 139  fiO  ■ 


It  wUl,  tberefoiv,  be  i>ereeived  that  no  differeuce  exists  iu  these  two 
accouul«i,  other  Ihun  that  wliicb  growe  out  of  tlie  manner  of  tJtcir  J 
|)repaniUon. 

THE  SmKIBG  FUND. 

By  the  terms  of  the  act  of  February  25, 1802,  it  was  provided  that,  1 
oAer  the  first  day  of  July,  1802,  one  per  centnm  of  tbe  entire  debt  of  J 
tbe  United  States  should  bo  purchased  or  paid  within  each  fiscal  year,  1 
to  be  set  apart  as  a  sinking  fund ;  also,  that  the  interest  on  saiil  fhad  I 
tihould  iu  like  nuuiucr  be  applied  to  the  purchase  or  payment  of  the  ^ 
debt.    The  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  July  H,  1870,  also  required  that, 
iu  addition  to  other  amounts  to  bo  applied  to  the  redemption  or  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt,  an  amount  equal  to  the  interest  on  all  bonds 
belODging  to  the  aforesaid  sinking  fund  shouhl  be  applie«l  to  tbe  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt. 

From  the  time  when  the  act  first  named  was  to  go  into  effect,  nntil 
August  31, 18Go,  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury  for  exx>eD3es  incident 
to  tbe  war  were  groatly  in  excess  of  the  revenues  of  the  Government, 
and  Uiereforo  there  wus  no  surplus  iucomo  which  could  he  applied  to 
tbe  OxUiigttliihmout  of  tlie  debt  or  tbe  creation  of  a  sinkinc  fund,  and 
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coofiequontly  the  law  providing  for  that  fimd  was  during  that  period 
necessarily  rendered  inoperative. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  statute  contemplated  that  a  certain  sum 
should  be  applied  within  each  fiscal  year  to  the  account  of  the  sinking 
fbnd.  If  the  resources  of  the  Treasury  during  each  fiscal  year,  com- 
mencing with  July,  1862,  had  been  sufficient  to  have  made  a  literal 
compliance  with  the  conditions  of  the  law  practicablCi  the  account 
would  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  have  appeared  upon  the  books 
of  the  Department  as  follows : 

Amount  for  fiscal  year  1863 $5,566^260  97 

Amount  for  fiscal  year  1864 12,184,090  52. 

Amount  for  fljscal  year  1866 20, 233, 683  45 

Amount  for  fiscal  year  1866 30,490,707  15 

Amount  for  fiscal  year  1867 33, 080, 531  88 

Amount  for  fiscal  year  1868 33, 736, 306  85 

Amount  for  fiscal  year  1869 34,638,937  03 

Amount  for  fiscal  year  1870 35, 959, 661  99 

Amount  for  fiscal  year  1871 36,370,257  59 

Amount  for  fiscal  year  1872 36, 507, 573  43 

Amount  for  fiscal  year  1873 36, 859, 924  20 

Amount  for  fiscal  year  1874 38, 012, 930  63 

Amount  for  fiscal  year  1875 39,536,019  66 

Aviount  for  fiscal  year  1876 40, 681, 331  02 


^ 


Grand  total 433,848,215  37 


On  the  31st  of  August,  1865,  the  public  debt  as  represented  upon  the 
books  of  the  Department,  and  shown  by  the  public-debt  statement, 
reached  its  highest  point,  viz : 

Debt,  less  bonds  issued  to  the  various  Pacific  Bail- 
road  companies,  and  less  cash  in  the  Treasury . .  $2, 756, 431, 571  43 

On  June  30, 1876.  the  debt,  including  accrued  in- 
terest, less  bonds  issued  to  the  Pacific  Bailroad 
companies,  and  less  cash  in  the  Treasury,  was  . .    2, 099, 439, 344  99 

Seduction  Of  the  debt 656,992,220  44 

The  terms  of  the  law  of  February  25, 1862,  required  by  the  operations 
of  a  sinking-fiind  account,  tiiat  the  publio  debt  should  be  reduced  in 
the  sum  of  $433,848,215  37  between  July  1, 1862,  and  the  close  of  the 
last  fiscal  year.  A  reduction  has  been  efiTected  during  that  period  of 
$656,992,226  44,  or  $223,144,011  07  more  than  was  absolutely  required. 

It  can  therefore  be  said,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  all  of  the  pledges 
and  obligations  of  the  Government  to  make  provision  for  the  sinking 
fund  and  the  cancellation  oC  the  public  debt  hs^ve  been  fully  met  and 
camedont 
1  Ah 
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BSFUHDINO  THB  NATIOKAL  DEBT. 

On  the  24th  of  Aagnsti  1876,  the  Secretary  entered  into  a  con  t  r; 
Messrs.  August  Belmont  &  Cki.^  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  N.  M.  I^oi 
&  Sons,  and  associates,  and  Messrs.  J.  &  W.  Seligman  &  €k>.«  fd 
selves  and  associates,  and  Messrs.  Drexel,  Morgan  &  Co.,  on  1 » 
Messrs.  J.  8.  Morgan  &  Go.,  and  Messrs.  Morton,  Bliss  &  Co.,  f^ 
selves  and  associate^,  for  the  negotiation  of  $40,000,000  of  t 
and  one-half  per  cent  bonds,  authorized  by  the  acts  of  Jaly  1 
and  January  20, 1871,  the  contracting  parties  to  have  the  c^^ 
right  to  subscribe  for  the  remainder,  namely,  $200,000,000,  or  a 
tion  thereof,  of  the  said  foumand  one-half  per  cent,  bonds,  author 
the  aforesaid  acts,  by  notifying  the  Secretary  on  or  before  the  *>< 
of  Juno,  1877,  the  Secretary  reserving  the  right  to  terminate  t 
tract  at  any  time  after  March  4, 1877,  by  giving  ten  days'  notice 
to  the  contractors. 

The  agreement  provides  that  the  Secretary  is  to  allow  the 
named  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  commission  upon  the  amount  tL< 
take,  they  to  assume  and  defiray  all  expenses  which  may  be  incui 
preparing,  printing,  transporting,  and  issuing  said  four  and  one  b 
cent  bonds,  and  for  transmitting  to  the  Treasury  Department, 
ington,  D.  0.,  coin.  United  States  five-twenty  bonds,  matured  I 
States  coin  coupons  received  in  payment  for  the  four  and  oneb: 
cent,  bonds  issued,  or  which  may  be  issued,  to  Hie  contractors ;  ai 
Secretary  agreed  to  issue  notices  for  the  redemption  of  an 
amount  of  six  per  cent  five-twenty  bonds  of  the  United  States^ 
the  dates  of  subscription  by  the  contracting  parties  for  four  an 
half  per  cent  bonds,  as  provided  by  the  act  of  July  14, 1870. 

The  subscribers  agree  to  pay  for  said  foar  and  one-half  pn 
bonds,  par  and  accrued  interest,  in  gold  coin,  matured  United  i£ 
coin  coupons,  six  per  cent  five-twenty  bonds,  or  United  States 
certificates.  Against  the  subscriptions  of  the  contracting  partii 
four  and  one-half  per  cent  bonds,  the  following-described  notici 
the  redemption  of  United  States  five-twenty  bonds,  act  Marcb  'J, 
have  been  issued,  viz : 

Call  dated  September  1, 1876 $10,00 

Call  dated  September  6, 1876 10,  (« •( 

Call  dated  September  12, 1876 10,(M'i 

OaU  dated  September  21, 1876 10, «» < 

CaU  dated  October  6, 1876   lo,0(i^ 

Total 50,  (Mil 
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iBsaeB  to  ibe  extent  of  $36,674,650  of  four  and  one-lialf  per  cent 
Donds  have  been  made,  and  refimding  operations  are  Btill  in  progress. 

BBSX7MPTI0N  OF  SPSCIB  VA.Y1SEJHT8. 

In  March,  1869,  by  an  act  entitled  ^<  An  act  to  strengthen  the  public 
credit,"  the  fiuth  of  the  United  States  was  <^  solemnly  pledged  to  the 
payment  in  coin  or  its  equiralent,  of  all  the  obligations  of  the  United 
States,  not  bearing  interest,  known  as  United  States  notes,  and  of  all 
the  interest-bearing  obligations  of  the  United  States;"  and,  farther, 
<<to  make  provision,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  United  States  notes  in  coin."  «^# 

By  the  act  of  January,  1876,  Congress  declared  the  pnrposo  of  re^ 
Bomption  of  specie  payments  on  January  1, 1879,  and  to  that  end,  and 
in  ezecation  of  the  pledge  of  the  act  of  1869,  provided  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  United  States  notes,  and  for  the  issae  of  national- 
bank  notes  in  lien  thereof,  and  thus,  amid  conflicting  theories,  declared, 
in  effect,  a  monetary  system  combined  of  coin  and  national-bank  notes 
redeemable  in  coin  at  the  demMid  of  the  holder,  in  harmony  with  the 
Ckmstitation  and  the  traditional  policy  of  the  American  people. 

By  this  legislation  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  United  States  is 
ftally  committed  to  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  on  a  given  day 
in  January,  1879,  by  the  method  of  redemption  of  United  States  notes 
cnrrNit  as  lawful  money,  and  the  substitution  therefor  of  national-bank 
currency,  the  equivalent  of  money  by  its  convertibility  into  coin  on 
demand.  The  popular  &vor  with  which  this  enactment  was  hailed, 
looking  to  the  consummation  of  an  eitigent  measure  of  public  neces- 
sity, wa«  modified  only  by  an  apprehension  of  the  possible  inadequacy 
of  its  terms  to  accomplish  its  end.  A  return  to  the  constitutional 
standard  of  values  at  any  timel  will  doubtless,  to  some  extent,  involve 
a  reduction  in  nominal  prices  and  consequent  contraction  of  the  volume 
of  currency,  but  this  is  not  of  itself  necessarily  an  evil,  and,  if  it  were,  it 
would  be  an  evil  incident  to  a  vidous  ^stem,  not  to  be  cured  by  its  con- 
tinuance, while  the  measure  itself  is  demanded  by  the  highest  economic 
considerations  and  principles  of  honest  dealing  among  men.  Besides 
the  troubles  likely  to  grow  out  of  enforced  resumption  are  believed  to 
be  greatly  exaggerated*  Bestoration  of  the  constitutional  standard  of 
values  by  resumption,  and  the  extinction  of  irredeemable  notes  current 
as  money,  and  the  enforcement  of  i)ayment  in  coin  on  demand,  of  the 
national-bank  notes  treated  as  the  equivalent  of  money,  are  obviously 
alike  of  national  obligation  and  public  necessity.  The  susi)en6ion  was 
the  act  of  the  National  Ooverument,  and  to  the  National  Grovcrnment 
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the  people  properly  look  to  take  the  initiative  in  resumptiou*  I 
under  its  authority  to  coin  money,  assumed  to  regulate  the  cur 
the  country,  and  as  the  States  are  inhibited  <<to  make  anytl 
gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,^  and  as  irred^ 
and  inconvertible  paper  currency  is  essentially  repugnant  to  the 
pies  of  the  Constitution  and  the  traditional  policy  of  the  Ai 
people,  it  is  obviously  incumbent  on  the  (Government  to  maint 
preserve  the  money  standard  of  values  of  the  Oonstitation, 
enforce  the  obligation  of  payment  in  coin  on  demand,  at  tho 
of  the  holder^  of  aU  paper  money.  iNow,  as  for  a  long  time  hci 
it  has  been,  a  large  proportion  of  the  national  currency,  as  pre 
by  the  Government  of  the  "United  States,  is  alike  irredeemable^ 
vertible,  and  depreciated  paper  money ;  but  it  has  been  enforce 
substitute  for  the  money  of  the  Constitution— coin.  The  United 
notes,  commonly  known  as  legal-tender,  regarded  as  a  substit 
money,  axe  an  anomaly  in  our  monetary  system,  tolerable  and  p 
only  in  the  exigencies  of  civil  war — ^the  ofBspring  of  its  perils  and  ] 
to  its  necessities.  To  allow  their  continuance,  as  such,  after  the 
which  justified  their  existence  had  ceased,  is  to  violate  the  con< 
of  their  inception,  and  to  sanction  what  was  only  tolerable  as  a 
sity,  by  impressing  upon  it  the  stamp  of  legitimacy.  The  pur] 
the  legal-tender  note  was  and  is  a  promise  to  pay.  Its  legal  chaj 
istic  has  been  definitely  settled  by  the  Supreme  Court  Justice 
ley,  in  speaking  of  it,  says : 

<<  It  is  not  an  attempt  to  coin  money  out  of  a  valueless  materia 
the  coinage  of  leather  or  ivory  or  kowrie  shells.  It  is  a  pledge  < 
national  credit  It  is  a  promise  by  the  Government  to  pay  d< 
The  standard  of  value  is  not  changed.  The  Government  k 
demands  that  its  credit  shall  be  accepted  and  received  by  publii 
private  creditors  during  the  pending  exigency.  *  *  *  Ko  on< 
poses  that  these  Government  certificates  are  never  to  be  paid- 
the  day  of  specie  payments  is  never  to  return.  And  it  mattci*s  i 
what  form  tlway  are  issued.  •  •  •  Through  whatever  changea 
paBS,  their  ultimate  destiny  is  to  hepaid.^ 

Dealing  with  this  question.  Senator  Sherman,  Chairman  of  tLo 
mittee  on  Finance,  in  a  recent  speech  in  the  Senate,  says: 

*<  I  might  show  yon,  from  the  contemporaneous  debates  in  Cou£ 
that  at  every  step  of  the  war  the  notes  were  regarded  as  a  temp< 
loan,  in  the  nature  of  a  forced  loan,  but  a  loan  cheerfully  borne,  ai 
be  redeemed  soon  after  the  war  was  over.  •  •  •  No  one  then  ( 
tioned  either  the  policy,  the  duty,  or  the  obligation  of  thetJnited  Si 
to  redeem  these  notes  in  coin.'* 

These  notes  did  not  and  do  not  puriwrt  to  be  money — tboy  are  ra 
the  symbolic  expression  of  tho  Government's  authority  iu  its  extrei 
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to  supply  its  need&u  The  qaality  of  legal  tender  with  which  they  were 
impressed  should  have  been  co-existent  only  with  the  necessities  of 
which  they  were  the  ofGspring.  Having  served  their  end,  they  existed 
properly  only  as  evidence  of  Government  indebtedness,  to  be  provided 
Sot  as  other  debt  obligationst  Indeed  this  was  the  logic  and  the  law  of 
the  legal-tender  notes  in  their  inception  and  treatment  as  interpreted 
by  the  provisions  of  the  acts  by  which  ifisaed,  by  the  provisions  of  law 
for  their  payment  as  part  of  the  public  debt,  and  by  the  judgment  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  At  the  close  of  the  war  they 
were  a  portion  of  the  publio  debt,  and  they  are  a  constituent  element 
in  our  currency  to-day  only  beoause  the  original  provisions  for  their 
funding  have  not  been  enforced,  and  that  fEtnciful  and  speculative 
theories  have  proposed  their  permanent  incorporation  into  our  mone- 
tary system  as  not  incompatible  with  the  hard  money  of  the  Gonstitu* 
tion  and  the  hard-money  traditions  of  our  people.  That  policy  which 
tolerated  the  continuance  of  these  notes  as  money  after  the  close  of 
the  war,  must  be  regarded  as  a  public  misfortune.  At  that  time  they 
were,  according  to  original  design  and  by  the  logic  of  their  existence, 
to  be  funded  as  an  obligation  of  indebtedness— to  be  embodied  with  .the 
publio  debt,  and  not  to  be  treated  or  tolerated  as  an  element  of  the 
national  currency.  They  were  to  pass  out  of  the  category  of  currency 
and  to  take  their  place  with  the  public  debt  Congress,  in  1869,  treated 
them  as  a  portion  of  the  public  debt  and  pledged  the  faith  of  the  nation 
to  their  redemption,  as  such,  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  and  the 
act  ofl875  contemplated  their  redemption  in  January,  1879. 

By  this  latter  act,  the  policy  of  speedy  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments is  not  only  declared,  but  a  monetary  system  for  the  United 
States  clearly  indicated,  with  provisions  for  the  redemption  of  irre- 
deemable paper  current  as  money,  and  the  issue  in  lieu  thereof  of 
national-bank  notes  redeemable  in  coin  at  the  option  of  the  holder, 
and  a  return  by  that  method  to  the  metallic  standard  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

It  remains  only  to  consider  the  adequacy  of  the  provisions  of  the 
measure  for  resumption  in  1879  to  accomplish  its  object. 

As  a  further  provision  deemed  essential  to  the  purpose  of  resump- 
tion, it  is  recommended  that,  in  addition  to  the  authority  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  ^already  conferred,  to  provide  for  redemption  of 
legal-tender  notes  on  and  after  the  day  provided  for  resumption,  by 
the  accumulation  of  an  adequate  amount  of  gold  to  meet  the  volume 
of  three  hundred  million  dollars  of  legal-tender  notes,  which  will  then 
lKL<mt8tanding,  by  the  sale.of.HnitecLStfttes  bonds,  authority  be  given 
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bim  from  time  to  time,  as  he  may  deem  expedient  and  the  stat 
finances  admit,  to  fund  these  notes  into  a  bond  bearing  a  rat 
terest  not  more  than  foor  and  one-half  per  cent.,  with  not  le 
thirty  years  to  ran,  with  such  limitations  as  to  the  amount  i 
fanded  in  any  given  period  as  Oongress,  in  its  discretion,  may  det 

A  sndden  accomnlation  of  gold  in  amounts  sufficient  to  meet  s 
a  demand  as  that  contemplated  in  January,  1879,  is  defiTneil  in 
cable;  while  to  accnmnlate  in  advance  of  that  time  woold 
tended  with  necessary  loss  of  interest,  would  be  likely  to  < 
money  exchan^^e,  and  embarrass  the  funding  of  our  national  sec 
The  present  time  is  regarded  as  opportune  for  the  gradual  with 
of  these  notes.  It  is  believed  they  would  not  be  greatly  missei 
the  drculating  medium,  as  their  place  will  readily  be  snpplied 
issue  of  national-bank  notes  under  this  act 

The  act  of  January  14,  187C,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  provide 
resumption  of  specie  payments,"  as  methods  of  its  accomplisl 
requires  the  redemption  of  the  outstanding  fractional  currei 
silver  coin ;  the  increase  of  the  volume  of  gold  coin  by  cheapeni 
coinage  of  gold  bullion ;  the  substitution,  as  the  business  dema 
the  country  may  require,  of  national-bank  notes  for  the  legal- 
notes  of  the  United  States  in  excess  of  $300,000,000;  and  the  nl 
redemption  of  the  entire  legal-tender  notes  on  and  after  Jann 
1879,  as  they  shall  be  presented. 

In  pursnauce  of  these  provisions  the  issue  of  subsidiary  silvc 
aud  the  redemption  of  fractional  currency  are  successfully  pro 
ing;  (22,000,000  of  silver  change  has  been  issued,  and  (13,0< 
of  fractional  currency  redeemed.  The  capacity  of  the  mints  is  bel 
to  bo  equal  to  the  coinage,  in  the  present  fiscal  year,  of  the  balai 
the  fractional  currency  outstanding,  and  they  are  now  working  at 
full  capacity. 

The  coinage  of  gold  bullion  for  the  past  year  has  been  1,9^ 
pieces,  of  the  value  of  $38,178,962  50— an  increase  of  $4,024,0 
over  the  oi)erations  of  the  previous  year;  which  is  an  increase 
pared  with  the  previous  year  of  the  amount  of  gold  operated  < 
$14,327,080. 

Legal-tender  notes  have  been  reduced  by  redemption  and  the  isn 
national-bank  notes  to  the  amount  of  $14,404,284,  leaving  the  aiuoc 
legal* tenders  $307,535,716.  As  the  demand  for  national-bank  cun 
is  limited,  with  slight  probability  of  its  immediate  increase,  the  coo 
plated  reduction  of  these  notes  in  excessof  $300,000,000  prior  to  Jani 
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1879,  u  not  likely  to  be  realized.  It  is  believed  tbat  tbe  larger  portion  of 
them  will  at  that  time  remain  oatatauding.  It  will  be  observed  that,  in 
contemplation  of  the  act,  the  Becretary  is  limited  in  the  issue  of  silver  coin 
b J  tbe  sum  of  fractional  curr^cy  to  be  redeemed  by  it  and  a  reduction 
of  the  legal-tenders  to  the  amount  in  excess  of  1300,000,000.  Besides 
this  be  is  required  to  make  adequate  preparation  and  provision  for  the 
redemption,  in  coin,  of  legal-tender  notes  outstanding  at  the  prescribed 
period  t>f  resumption.  It  is  apparent  that  the  silver  coin  may  be  substi- 
tuted for  the  fractional  currency  and  the  gold  coin  increased,  while  there 
is  little  probability  of  retiring  the  entire  amount  of  legal-tenders  in 
excess  of  the  $300,000,000.  It  will  be  observed  that  it  is  incumbent  on 
the  Secretary  to  prepare  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  all  legal- 
tender  notes  which  may  be  presented  on  and  after  that  date,  and  that 
the  meana  at  his  command,  to  this  end,  are  the  surplus  revenues  exist- 
ing at  that  time  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  the  proceeds  of  the 
issue,  sale,  and  disposal  of  certain  descriptions  of  United  States  bonds 
at  p«r  in  coin  to  the  extent  necessary  to  cairy  this  act  into  effect  This 
involves  the  necessity  of  the  accumulation  of  coin  to  the  amount  of  the 
aetoal  demand  for  redemption  oi  these  notes  on  that  day  and  any  day 
thereafter.    There  will  likely  be  at  that  time  not  less  than  $300,000,000 

oatstanding,  and  probably  no  inocmsiderable  amount  in  excess  of  that 
sum. 

Here,  it  will  be  seen,  is  an  imperative  requirement  of  the  Secretary 
to  redeem  in  coin,  on  a  given  day,  the  legal-tender  notes  amounting  to 
$300,000,000,  and  authority  to  {oepare  and  ];»x>vide  for  it.  He  may  sell 
United  States  bonds  to  obtain  the  needful  coin  to  the  extent  necessary 
to  cany  this  act  fully  into  effect.  The  act  contemplates  the  accumula- 
tion of  the  needful  amoun};  of  coin  against  the  day  of  resumption,  but, 
as  the  necessaiy  amount  on  a  given  dlQr  is  determinate  only  at  the 
option  of  the  holders  of  the  notes  to  be  redeemed,  the  amount  to  be 
provided  for  is  necessarily  uncertain,  and,  as  it  will  depend  upon 
events  or  a  condition  of  things  over  which  he  has  little  or  no  control, 
impossible  for  him  to  determine.  He  is  authorized,  if  in  his  judgment 
deemed  necessary  to  carry  the  act  into  effect,  to  accumulate  an  amount 
of  gold  equal  to  the  entire  amount  of  the  legal-tenders  outstanding  on 
that  day;  but  this,  if  it  were  not  morally  impossible,  would  be  so  inex- 
pedient, as  a  financial  measure,  that  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  to  have 
been  contemplated  by  Congress,  and  so  not  incumbent  on  the  Secretary. 
Still  he  is  expected  and  required  to  meet  the  demand  of  redemption' 
by  the  accumulation  of  coin  adequate  in  amount,  at  his  discre- 
tion, with  no  certain  data  for  his  guidance  in  the  exercise  of  it. 
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What  is  essential  for  Iiim  to  know  in  order  to  the  perfonr 
the  duty  is,  what  amount  of  notes  will  certainly  be  presei 
redemption  on  the  first  of  January,  1879.  As  this  is  clet 
attainable  he  is  left  to  deal  with  what  is  probable,  determinati 
the  condition  of  sach  general  causes  as  will  be  likely  to  atte 
erent  It  would  not  be  difSicnlt  in  the  present  state  of  monetary 
to  make  a  probable  estimate  of  the  amount  required  if  the  red< 
were  to  take  place  in  January  next;  and  it  is  probable  tbat  ae^ 
tion  of  an  amount  of  coin  equal  to  a  moiety  of  the  sum  total  c 
notes  would  be  an  ample  preparation;  but,  while  it  is  to  be 
that  the  credit  of  our  bonds  may  not  be  less  in  1879,  it  may 
known  that  in  other  respects  the  situation  will  favor  sach  res 
is,  however,  deemed  probable  in  any  supposable  condition  of  m< 
a£EEurs,  that,  if  no  inconsiderable  reduction  of  the  volume  of  thcs 
should  be  made  in  anticipation  of  the  redemption  of  1879,  the  p 
tion  required  by  accumulation  of  coin  for  the  demands  of  Jn 
1879,  and  immediately  thereafter,  must  be  at  least  an  equal  pro] 
of  the  sum  total  of  the  notes  outstanding.  As  to  the  surplus  re 
as  a  measure  of  redemption,  such  is  the  present  and  probable  fa 
these  revenues  and  the  demands  upon  them,  that  it  is  not  deei 
all  probable  that  any  considerable  sum  not  otherwise  approp 
could  be  devoted  to  this  end.  In  this  connection,  however,  it  is  j 
to  observe  that  now,  for  the  first  time  in  many  years,  owing  i 
large  reduction  of  currency  payments,  the  sales  of  gold,  to  obta 
equivalent  currency  therefor,  are  no  longer  necessary,  and  thus  a  c 
erable  accumulation  of  gold  may  be  anticipated  firam  the  surplus 
the  customs  revenue. 

By  the  act  of  January- 14,  1875,  the  limitation  upon  tho  iss 
national-bank  notes  was  repealed,  and  the  volume  of  currency  1 
be  determined  by  the  bus  iness  demands  of  the  country.  The  Sccr 
of  the  Treasury  was  required  to  retire,  of  legal-tender  notes^  e 
per  cent,  of  the  sum  of  national-bank  notes  then  issued  in  exec 
$300,000,000.  The  anumut  of  additional  currency  issued  since  tlu 
sage  of  this  act  is  $18,080,365,  and  legal-tender  notes  to  the  amoii 
$14,464,282'have  been  Tetiied. 

By  the  act  of  June  20, 1874,  national*  banks  might  \Fithdra\7 
circulation  in  whole  or  in  part  by  deponiting  lawful  money  mil 
Treasurer,  and  withdraw  a  proportional  amount  of  tho  bonds; 
it  was  made  the  duiy  oC  the  Secretary  to  retire  legal-tender  not< 
the  extent  of  eighty  per  cent  of  the  book  notes  thereafter  is> 
Under  this  act,  $6.'2,863|6C0  of  legal-tender  notes  have  been  depo. 
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in  the  Treasury,  and  $37,122,069  of  bank  notes,  accoMingly,  have  been 
redeemed  and  destroyed. 

The  amonnt  of  legal-tender  notes  outstanding  November  1, 1876,  was 
$367,535,716.  The  amount  of  said  notes  on  deposit  for  the  purpose  of 
retiring  circolation  was  $20,910,946.  The  amonnt  of  national-bank 
notes  in  circulation  on  that  day  was  $29,143,464  less,  and  of  legal* 
tender  $14,464,284  less,  than  on  January  14, 1875— a  total  decrease  in 
circulation,  under,  the  operation  of  the  act,  of  $43,607,748. 

From  these  fiEM^ts,  as  well  as  fiom  the  large  aocnmulations  of  money 
at  the  money  centres  and  the  lack  of  demand  for  it,  it  is  apparent  that 
the  volume  of  currency  is  largely  in  excess  of  the  real  demands  of 
legitimate  business,  and  that  a  portion  of  the  legal-tenders  might  be 
gradnaUy  withdrawn  without  embarrassment  to  the  business  of  the 
country. 

In  the  interest  of  permanent  redemption,  and  as  a  means  of  main* 
taining  the  same,  it  is  deemed  important  also,  if  not  quite  indis- 
pensable, that  provision  should  be  made  requiring  the  national  banks 
to  gradually  provide  coin  in  such  ratio  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury may  direct,  and  to  hold  the  same  as  a  part  of  their  legal  money 
reserve,  so  that  said  reserve,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1879,  shall  be 
equal  in  amount  to  the  entice  reserve  required  by  law.  To  the  same 
end,  as  the  firactional  currency  is  withdrawn,  it  is  deemed  expedient 
that  not  only  the  vacuum  caused  theroby  in  the  matter  of  change 
should  be  made  good,  but  that,  as  additional  change,  thiB  volume  of 
silver  should  be  increased  to  the  amount  of  at  least  eighty  millions  of 
dollars,  and  silver  made  a  legal  tender  to  the  amount  of  ten  dollars  in 
all  cases,  except  the  obligations  of  the  (Government  of  the  United  States 
and  the  customs  dues. 

PAYMENT  OF  OOVBRNMEITr  OBLiaATIONS  IN  OOIN. 

The  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  shows  that,  notwithstanding 
the  silver  dollar  occupied  in  law,  prior  to  April  1, 1873,  the  position  of 
an  unlimited  legal  tender,  gold  has,  for  many  years  past,  been  the 
money  of  payment  in  this  country. 

It  appears  that  but  a  comparatively  small  sum  in  silver-dollar  pieces 
was  ever  coined,  and  that  it,  at^no  time,  constituted  an  appreciable 
part  of  the  droulation.  This  was  due  to  the  &ct  that  silver  was  more 
valuable  as  bullion  than  its  stami)ed  or  legal-tender  value  in  the  form 
of  dollars.  Since  the  &11  of  silver,  propositions  for  the  rovival  of  the 
silver  dollar  have  been  made,  and  the  position  which  it  would  occupy 
with  reference. to  unexpired  coin  obligationS|  should  its  coinage  with 
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unlimited  tender  be  afgain  aathoiizedy  has  been  the  sal^ect  oj 
erable  discussion. 

The  question  whether  the  pledged  Mth  of  the  United  Statti 
it6  obligations  in  coin  would  justify  their  payment  in  the  silve 
is  of  no  small  importance  as  affecting  public  secorities  of  th^ 
States.  In  any  discussion  of  the  question  it  must  be  ooaccdc 
outset  that  the  silver  dollar  was  a  unit  of  value,  having  the  qi 
legal-tender  for  all  sums  and  in  all  cases,  and  that  the  term 
United  States  obligations  do  not  ezdnde  payment  therein,  ai 
the  act  of  1869,  in  which  is  the  pledge  of  payment  in  coin,  d< 
in  terms,  discriminate  against  silver.  These  provisions  arc 
enough,  in  terms,  to  include  payment  in  either  gold  or  silr 
compels  an  inquiry  into  the  history,  production,  issue,  and  subi 
treatment  of  these  obligations,  and  the  relative  condition  of  gi 
silver  coin  as  money  of  payment,  in  order  to  a  correct  interpr 
of  the  meaning  of  the  language  <^  payment  to  be  made  in  coin.^ 

Not  long  after  the  dose  of  the  civil  war,  which  gave  rise  t< 
obligations,  doubts  arose  as  to  the  kind  of  money  in  which  ih 
curities  were  payable,  and  which  led  to  the  passage  of  the  act  oi 
entitled  <<  An  act  to  strengthen  the  public  credit;"  and  it  was  ini 
to  dispel  all  hesitation  or  doubt  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  Gover 
upon  the  question,  and  by  which  the  faith  of  the  United  Btatd 
pledged  to  the  payment  in  coin  of  all  its  obligations,  except 
expressly  otherwise  provided  for.  This  legislative  action  was  i 
mony  with  that  of  the  executive  administration. 

What,  then,  was  intended,  and  understood  to  be  intended,  b 
pledge  of  the  Government  f  Was  it  that  the  public  securities  wi 
be  paid  in  gold  coin,  or  in  silver,  or  might  be  in  either? 

It  will  not  be  questioned  by  anyone  conversant  with  the  que 
at  that  time  that  the  popular  impression,  not  to  say  general 
viction,  was  that  the  pledge  was  for  payment  in  gold.  This  beliel 
have  obtained  from  the  fact  that  the  interest  on  this  class  of 
gations,  payable  in  coin,  had  uniformly  been  paid  in  gold,  thai 
customs  receipts  had  been  set  apart  to  this  end,  and  that  these 
paid  in  gold,  and  that  the  silver  dollar  had,  as  money  of  payn 
theretofore  gone  into  general  disuse,  especially  in  all  large  ti*ai 
tions,  and  could  scarcely  be  considered  as  contemplated  in 
measure  having  for  its  object  to  provide  for  payment  of  suui.< 
ample  as  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  at  that  time  amoantini 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  million  dollars.  This  view  of 
subject  receives  no  inconsiderable  support,  also,  in  the  legislatioi 
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Oaagnes  in  1873,  by  which  the  legal-tender  quality  of  the  silver  coin 
was  limited  to  five  dollars.  By  force  of  the  lawa  of  trade,  quite  inde* 
pendent  of  those  of  Congress,  the  legal-tender  silver  dollar  had  actually 
disappeared  from  circolation  as  mon^y,  and,  although  not  abolished 
by  act  of  Congress,  it  did  not,  as  matter  of  ftct,  exist  for  commercial 
purposes,  and  did  not  enter  into  money  payments.  The  object  and 
intent  <rf'  the  act  of  1873  was  confessedly  to  give  to  gold  the  prece- 
dence in  the  statutes  of  the  country  it  held  in  the  commercial  world 
practically,  and  to  declare  the  gold  dollar  in  law  to  be  what  it  was  in 
tactj  the  representative  of  the  monciy  unit.  Oold  had  for  n^ny  years 
been  treated  as  the  principal  money  of  coin  payments  in  legislation 
and  in  the  transactions  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

By  the  act  of  1863,  the  Treasury  was  authorized  to  receive  deposits 
of  gold  coin  and  bullion,  and  to  issue  certificates  therefor  redeemable 
in  gold  coin,  thus  indicating  that  its  obligations  called  for  payment  in 
gold  and  not  in  silver.  This  provision,  it  will  be  seen,  is  in  consonance 
with  the  fact  that  our  foreign  exchanges  for  many  years  have  been 
made  upon  the  gold  basis,  and  thus  it  is  apparent  that  the  general 
nnderstanding  has  been  of  late  years,  for  the  consideration  stated, 
that  the  money  of  coin  payments  was  gold,  and  an  obligation  to  pay 
in  coin  required  payment  in  gold  coin. 

As  was  contemplated  by  Congress  in  the  policy  declared  in  1SG9,  the 
public  securities  then  depressed  immediately  arose  to  par  iu  gold, 
and  have  since  maintained  an  enviable  position  at  the  money  centres 
of  the  world.  The  five-twenty  six  per  cent,  bonds,  then  selliug  at 
eighty-eight  cents  on  the  dollar,  soon  arose  to  par  in  gold  coin,  and 
have  since  borne  the  average  premium  of  five  per  cent,  at  home  and 
abroad.  At  the  present  time,  the  borrowing  power  of  the  Government 
is  something  less  than  four  and  one-half  per  cent  Its  four  and  one- 
half  per  cent  bonds,  on  short  time,  are  readily  taken  at  par  in  gold, 
and  sold  at  a  premium  in  this  country  and  in  Europe.  If  no  disturbing 
element  enters  into  our  present  monetary  system,  affecting  the  present 
poliqr  of  the  Government,  il  is  believed  that  it  will  be  found  practi- 
cable, at  no  remote  period,  to  fund  the  national  debt  into  a  four  per 
cent  bond  having  firom  thirty  to  fifty  years  to  run,  and  this  at  an 
annual  saving  in  the  interest  of  the  public  debt  of  $25,800,000,  a  snm 
which,  if  invested  in  a  sinking  fund  at  four  per  cent  annually,  would 
pay  off  the  present  national  ftanded  debt  in  a  fimction  over  thirty  years. 

It  is  a  matter  of  deep  public  concern  that  a  policy  so  beneficent  in 
results  and  advantageous  to  the  future  should  receive  no  detriment 
from  conflicting  interests,  policies,  or  theories.    Whatever  may  be 
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tboQglit  of  the  right  to  pay  these  pablio  securities  in  cheaper  i\ 
it  1^  remain  tme  that  it  is  lawfal  to  pay  them  in  gold  coin,  tli 
belief  that  they  were  to  be  so  paid  has  a  practical  value  in  the  ] 
ble  reduction  of  the  public  debt  equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  amo 
the  annual  interest  thereon. 

It  Is  respectfhlly  submitted  that  the  coin  payment  to  which  tb< 
of  the  nation  was  pledged  in  1869  was  gold  and  not  silTer,  and 
any  other  view  of  it,  whatever  technical  construction  the  lanj 
may  be  susceptible  of,  would  be  regarded  as  of  doubtful  goo<l 
and  its  probable  effect  prejudicial  to  the  public  credit. 

I8SUB  OF  SIL7BB  OOIN. 

Immediately  upon  the  passage  of  the  act  of  April  17, 187C,  th 
partmenti  through  its  several  Indei)endent-Treasury  o£Qces,  bei^i 
issue,  in  redemption  of  the  outstanding  firactional  currency,  the 
sidiary  silver  which  had  been  coined  under  the  authority  oi 
resumption  act  of  January  14, 1875.  To  further  relieve  the  pre 
demand  throughout  the  country  for  money  of  small  denominations 
silver  coin  in  the  Treasury,  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  act  a 
mentioned,  was  also  issued  in  payment  of  currency  obligations  o1 
Government 

Under  the  authority  for  the  issue  of  silver  coin  granted  by  ihi 
of  July  22, 187C,  the  Department,  in  addition  to  redeeming  firacti 
currency,  whenever  presented  for  that  purpose,  has  also  issued  s 
coin  in  exchange  for  legal-tender  notes  as  rapidly  as  the  coinage  al 
mints  would  i>ermit 

From  the  date  first  mentioned,  to  and  including  October  30, 1 
there  has  been  issued  of  silver  coin,  as  above  stated,  |22,09G,712 
of  wliich  amount  there  has  been  issued  for  fractional  currency  redee 
and  destroyed,  $123953,259  43. 

The  demand  for  silver  coin  for  circulation,  though  growing 
urgent,  still  continues  fully  equal  to  the  capacity  of  the  mints  to  sn] 
it.  Until  this  demand  shall  have  ceased,  Ihe  coinage  will  be  contiu 
as  rapidly  as  practicable,  to  the  limit  authorized  by  law. 

OURRRKOY  BXDEMPTtON. 

OwiDg  to  the  exhaustion  of  the  appropriation  for  transportatioi 
United  States  notes  and  securities,  the  expxess  charges  on  l^ten 
and  fractional  notesi  sent  to  this  Department  for  redemption,  and 
returns  therefor,  have  not  been  paid  by  the  Government  rince  the  Is 
March  last    In  consequence,  the  redemption  of  such  notes  has  gren 
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decreased,  and  the  paper  conency  of  tbe  jGrovernment  is  rapidly  becom- 
iDg  unfit  for  circulation.  An  appropriation  safflcient  to  meet  the  x>ay- 
ment  of  such  express  charges  is  earnestly  recommended. 

THE  NATIONAL  BANKS. 

The  report  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Oorrency  contains  fall  statis- 
tics of  the  reserves,  taxation,  dividends,  earnings,  and  losses  of  the 
notional  banks,  together  Trith  a  summary  of  their  resources  and  lia- 
bilities for  each  year,  since  the  system  went  into  operation.  From 
this  report  it  appears  that,  up  to  October  2  of  the  present  year,  2,342 
banks  in  all  had  been  organized,  of  which  2,087  were  in  operation  at 
that  date.  The  returns  of  these  banks  show  that  they  then  had  an 
aggregate  capital  of  $499,802,232;  surplus  of  $132,202,282;  circula- 
tion outstanding,  $291,544,020;  individual  deposits,  $651,385,210; 
loans,  $927,574,979 ;  specie,  (including  coin  certificates,)  $21,360,767 ; 
legal-tender  notes,  (including  United  States  certificates  of  deposit,) 
$113,420,847;  redemption  fund  with  the  United  States  Treasurer, 
$16,743,695. 

The  act  of  June  20, 1874,  authorized  national  banks  which  desired 
to  withdraw  their  circulating  notes,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  deposit 
lawful  money  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  sums  of  not 
less  than  nine  thousand  dollars,  and  to  withdraw  a  proportional 
amount  of  the  bonds  pledged  as  security  for  their  notes.  The  act  of 
January  14, 1875,  repealed  all  provisions  of  law  limiting  the  aggregate 
amount  of  national-bank  circulation,  and  made  it  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  retire  legal-tender  notes  to  the  extent  of 
eighty  per  cent,  of  the  sum  of  national-bank  notes  thereafter  issued, 
until  the  amount  of  legal-tender  notes  outstanding  should  be  reduced 
to  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Since  the  x)a8sage  of  the  former 
act,  $52,853,560  of  legal-tender  notes  liave  been  deposited  in  the  Treas- 
my  for  the  puri)ose  of  retiring  circulation,  and  $37,122,069  of  bank 
Botes  have  been  redeemed  and  destroyed.  The  whole  amount  of 
additional  circulation  issued  since  the  passage  of  the  latter  act,  is 
$18,080,355 ;  and  legal-tender  notes  equal  to  eighty  per  cent  thereof, 
or  $14,464,284,  have  been  retired,  leaving  the  amount  of  legal-tender 
notes  outstanding  on  November  1, 1876,  $367,535,716.  The  amount 
of  legal-tender  notes  on  deposit  with  the  Treasurer  on  November  1,  for 
the  purpose  of  retiring  circulation,  was  $20,910,946.  The  amount  of 
national-bank  notes  in  circulation  on  November  1  was  $29,143,464  less 
than  on  June  20, 1874 ;  and  that  of  legal-tender  notes  was  $14,464,284 
less  than  on  January  14, 1875 ;  the  total  decrease  of  legal-tender  notes 
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and   ncitiouiil-bank   notes,  under  ttio  operatian  of  these  ocls,  bol 

TUe  Comptroller,  noueideriug  the  present  year  espeaally  appropriate 
for  that  purpose,  devotes  a  cooHiderabte  portioo  of  his  report  to  a  re- 
view of  the  banking  systems  under  which  circulating  notes  were  issued 
Iirerions  to  tho  organizattou  of  the  uattonal-bauking  ttyatem,  and  to 
the  proflontalioD,  in  a  concise  and  couvcuieat  form,  of  the  statistico  of 
Uif  two  Banks  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  former  Slate  Imuka  o€' 
the  oouutrj',  so  far  an  the;  conld  be  obtjviued  from  official  and  oUier 
reliable  oouroos. 

The  tables  compiled  by  him  from  (Htimateo  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  1831, 
give  the  capital,  circnlatiou,  detK^tte,  and  specie  of  the  bauke  of  the 
coaatry,  luoludiDg  tlie  two  Banks  of  the  United  States,  for  tiie  jreorB 
1811,  1815,  irsitt,  1820,  and  183U;  also,  similar  information  as  to  tb« 
State  banks  from  1834  to  1863,  and  the  naUoual  banks  «ince  iJie  organ- 
ization of  ttie  system. 

Thtt  CoinptroUor  also  presents,  by  geographical  divisions,  the  capital 
and  dciwinits  of  the  State  banks,  private  bankers,  and  savings  banks 
of  the  country,  which  have  been  compiled  from  returns  made  to  the 
CommisAloner  of  Internal  Bevenne,  doling  the  present  year  for  par- 
[KMcfl  of  taxation. 

TbeHo  tables  exhibit  the  growth  of  banking  in  this  couutry  siuofej 
1811,  and  show  the  total  bank  capital,  at  the  preHcut  time,  to  be  nofri 
IMS  than  sovou  hundred  and  twenty  millions,  and  the  total  bank  dfr-j 
pCMiita  to  be  not  loss  than  uiueteen  bnndrad  and  seventy-four  uiillionii.  j 

The  amount  of  additional  circulation  issued  from  January  U,  I87SJ 
to  November  I,  1S75,  was  110,080,675.  Thi.t  amoimt  issued  duriofJ 
the  year  ending  Xovember  1,  1876,  was  (7,01)3,680;  making  a  total}] 
from  January  II,  1875,  to  November  1, 1876,  {one  ye:u-  and  nine  aud  w 
bair  moiitiis,)  of  tlSjOSOgSSS.  Of  this  amount,  (17,313,210  was  Issued 
to  one  hundred  aud  twenty-five  banks  organize*!  during  that  perio4|j 
wttJi  an  aggrt^lci  capital  of  $14,035,000.  llie  remaiuiDg  ciroulationJ 
amounting  to  |LO,7C7,10u,  was  issued  to  banks  previously  organized^ 
The  amonnt  of  legal-tender  notes  retired  nnder  the  operation  of  tbei 
act  of  Jaunary  11, 187d,  was  $14,404,284.  The  net  deci'easo  tn  tbw 
amount  of  national-bank  notes  from  June  20, 1874,  to  November!, 
1875,  was  $29,113,4(1-1 ;  and  the  amount  on  ileposit  with  the  Treasunuu 
for  tho  purjiose  of  retiring  circulation  on  Kovembcr  1,  1^6,  was 
$30,01O,OJ6.  Tiio  large  reduction  in  bank  circulation  may  be  attrllM 
utcd  to  a  desire  to  realize  tbu  preiuium  npon  thu  bouds  at  their  prtMOlilj 
high  ralue  in  (be  market,  the  margin  between  the  circulation  aud  tbS 
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bonds  being  carried  to  profit  account  and  used  either  in  loans  or  other 
investmente,  or  for  charging  off  losses  or  paying  dividends. 

If  the  market  value  of  United  States  bonds  should  remain  unchanged, 
it  is  not  probable  that  the  amount  of  additional  circulation  to  be  issued 
from  November  1, 1876,  to  January  1, 1879,  (two  years  and  two  months^) 
would  exceed  $18,000,000.  If,  however,  there  should  be  a  material 
decline  in  the  value  of  bonds,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  a  considerable 
amount  thereof  would  be  redeposited  by  tiie  banks  which  have  with- 
drawn bonds  amounting  to  $65^102,800  sinoe  June  20,  1874.  The 
profit  on  circulation  depends  upon  the  price  paid  for  the  bonds  and 
upon  the  rate  of  interest  If  the  business  of  the  country  should 
revive,  or  the  value  of  bonds  decline,  the  amount  of  circulation  must 
be  largely  increased.  The  profit  on  circulation  is  estimated  at  about 
two  and  a  quarter  per  cent.  In  localities  where  the  rate  of  interest  is 
seven  per  cent,  the  value  of  circulation  is  about  two  and  a  half  per 
cent;  where  the  rate  is  ten  per  cent^  the  profit  is  about  one  and  a 
half  per  cent,  at  the  present  valuation  of  the  bonds. 

The  deposits  of  gold  at  the  mints  and  assay  ofiices  amount  to 
$57,480,270  50 ;  silver  deposits  and  purchases,  $28,515,702  70.  Total 
amount  of  bullion  received  and  operated  upon,  $85,995,073  29.  De- 
ducting redeposits  of  bars  made  and  issued  by  one  institution  and 
deposited  at  another,  the  deposits  were— gold,  $41,943,285  42 ;  silver, 
$24,574,551  81 ;  making  a  total  of  $66,517,837  23. 

The  total  gold  coinage  was  $38,178,962  50.  Total  silver  coinage, 
$19,126,502  50,  of  which  $6,132,050  were  of  trade-dollars.  The  minor 
coinage  amounted  to  $260,350.  The  total  number  of  pieces  struck  was 
87,101,468.    Total  value  of  coinage,  $57,566,815. 

The  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  presents  in  detail  a  full 
account  of  the  operations  of  the  different  mints  and  assay  offices, 
discusses  at  some  length  the  question  of  monetary  standards,  and 
suggests  some  amendments  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  silver  coinage. 

DUTIES  ON  IMPOSTS. 

The  receipts  from  customs  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  wei*e 
$157,167,722  35,  and  at  the  corresponding  date  of  1876  they  were 
$148,071,984  61,  a  decline  of  $9,095,737  74.  The  receipts  for  the  first 
quarter  of  the  current  fiscal  year  were  $37,554,728  53,  while  for  the 
corresponding  period  of  last  year  they  were  $44,233,626  25,  showing  a 
decrease  of  $6,678,897  72. 
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For  tUo  mouth)i  of  October  aud  liTovcinber,  1876,  the  receipu  irt 
920,217,013  97,  anil  for  the  same  montlis  of  last  year  were  t23,a3G,9;>0 

About  tliree-fonrtbfl  of  tbo  revenue  from  customs  is  collected  at 
jwrt  of  Now  York,  and  the  litigation  arising  tlierefrom  has  so  crowded 
tUo  tlocketu  of  the  courts  in  tbe  soutberu  district  of  that  State  tluit 
groat  delay  in  the  decision  of  tarifi'  questions  has  unavoidably  ariiicn. 

Suitu  uro  brought  for  the  reversal  of  decisions  of  Uio  Depart- 
muut,  peudiug  which  importers  are  subjected  to  the  payment,  under 
protest,  of  duties  which,  after  years.of  litigatiou,  may  appear  to  have 
bcou  wrongfully  assessed.  In  tbls  way  suits  are  mnltiplied,  aud  trade 
is  ((ubjected  to  uncertainties  and  losses  which  a  speedy  final  docisiou 
might  obviate. 

Two  methods  of  obviating  such  delays  are  snggestod.  The  first  is 
tbe  organizatiou  of  a  court  of  arbitration,  such  as  is  couuected  with 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  with  or  without  the  power  to 
render  final  judgment,  as  might  be  thought  best.  The  second  is  the 
c«tabbsbmcnt  of  a  revenue  (Jourt  in  the  southern  district  of  New  York, 
exclusively  for  the  trial  of  castoms-reveuue  cases,  oaalogoas  to  the 
court  of  exchequer  in  England,  which  origuially  ba<l  only  jurisdicUou 
of  cases  arising  in  counection  with  the  King's  revenue. 

Under  either  system,  the  highest  expert  skill,  both  in  law  and  fact, 
might  be  secureil  for  the  speedy  detenniuation  of  a  peculiarly  embar- 
rawing  class  of  litigated  cases. 

Xliorc  is  reason  to  believe  tbat  the  revenue  has  suQ'ei'ed  great  loss  by, 
czccoHivo  uIlowoDcus  for  damage  to  im[iort^d  iiierchaudiso  occurriuj 
ou  tbe  voyagt*,  which  allowances  are  now  made  under  sectioa  2921 
tho  ItuvisiHl  statutes. 

Fraud  oa  the  revenue,  by  the  collnsiou  of  diidionest  subordinates  iu 
the  custom-house,  can  easily  be  practiced  under  this  system ;  but  even 
honest  oftioei's  are  liable  to  be  deceived  through  ini^vert«nce  and 
intrinsic  iliflicultj-  of  estimating  the  alleged  damage  by  any  practical 
examination. 

The  fact  that  many  importers  seriously  object  to  ba^lug  mcri 
di«c,  on  which  bucb  alloivanco  has  been  muUe^  marked  "(himagod, 
tjouiewhat  suggestive. 

llicre  seems  no  good  re^utou  ^vhy  damage  of  (his  chiu-actcr  »hoi 
not  be  made  the  subject  of  insurance,  as  well  ns  other  risks  which 
readily  assumed  by  underwriters. 

Tbe  attention  of  Congress  is  invited  to  the  "Bill  (U.  B.  No.  1712)  to 
himplify  the  appraisement  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  imported 
Lulo  the  United  States  aud  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties." 
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The  qucstious  arisiug  under  the  provisions  of  the  statute  relating  to 
*<  charges  and  commissions"  liave  been  and  must  ever  bo  numerous^ 
and  difBcult<,  and  it  is  certainly  desirable  to  avoid  them,  if  possible. 

To  prevent  loss  to  the  revenue  by  the  total  repeal  of  the  provisions 
referred  to.  it  is  recommended  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  be  so 
clianged  as  to  provide  for  adding,  in  lieu  of  all  such  charges  and  com- 
missions as  are  provided  for  by  section  2907  of  the  Bevised  Statutes, 
a  nniform  charge  of  fite  per  cent  for  commissions* 

Ever  since  the  beginning  of  the  Gh>vemmenty  until  the  revision  of 
the  statutes,  the  law,  while  fixing  a  maximum  rate,  has  left  the  com- 
pensation of  inspectors  of  the  customs  discretionary  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  In  the  revision  the  words  conferring  the  discretion 
were  repealed,  and  three  dollars  per  day  was  made  the  absolute  rate 
of  compensation,  with  permission  to  increase  it  to  fotu:  dollars  per  day 
in  such  ports  as  the  Secretary  might  think  advisable. 

Ck)n8idering  that  there  are  many  collection  districts  where,  from  the 
(act  that  the  vigilance  of  inspectors  is  effective,  but  little  service  in  the 
way  of  collecting  duties  or  detecting  firauds  is  done,  and  wheix)  all  the 
duty  required  by  the  Government  is  not  incompatible  with  some  other 
occupation,  it  seems  desirable  that  the  discretion  given  in  the  earlier 
laws  should  be  restored.  While  four  dollars  a  day  is  not  an  excessive 
compensation  for  customs  officers  employed  in  the  larger  ports,  and 
giving  their  whole  time  tp  active  official  services,  less  than  three  dollars 
a  day  would  be  sufficient  for  officers  in  small  ports  who  are  required 
to  watch  against  violations  of  the  revenue,  and  who  might,  without 
detriment  to  the  service,  have  other  occupations. 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  section  4  of  the  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, and  judicial  appropriation  act,  approved  August  15, 187G,  a 
<'  carefhl  scrutiny  has  been  made  of  the  force  employed  in  the  colleotion 
of  the  revenue  from  customs,  with  a  view  of  reducing  the  number  of 
the  same."  Beports  of  spedal  agents  assigned  to  the  duty,  received 
from  seventy-six  collection  districts,  recommend  an  aggregate  reduc- 
tion of  229  employ^,  involving  a  decrease  in  the  annual  expense 

of $242,837  30 

It  IS  proposed  to  make  a  reduction  of  ten  per  cent,  in 

salaries  in  certain  districts,  which  will  amount  to. . . .        200, 000  00 
There  are  twenty-ei|;ht  districts  from  which  reports  have 
not?  yet  been  received.  These  it  is  estimated  will  add 
to  the  reduction  about 25,000  00 

Making  a  total  reduction  in  annual  expenses  of 
collecting  the  revenue  of 467,837  39 

These  reductions  will  be  made  on  the  1st  of  January. 
6  Ab 
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INTERNAL  RBVENX7B. 

The  report  of  the  Gommiaeioner  of  Internal  BevenuOi  herewith 
mitted,  sets  forth  in  detail  the  condition  of  this  branch  of  the 
service. 


Statement  showing  the  receipts  from  the  several  objects  of  taxation  under  the  inttn 
nue  laws  for  the  fiscal  years  ended  June  30, 1875  and  1876,  reepectiveltf. 


Sources. 


Spirits V*' 

Tobacco 

Fennented  liqnors 

BankB  and  backers 

Penalties,  &c 

Adbeaive  stamps 

Back  taxes  under  repealed 
laws 

Total 


1875. 


152,061,991 

37,303,461  88 

9, 144, 004  41 

4,097,248  12 

281, 107  61 

6,557,229  65 

1,080,111  44 


110, 545, 154  23 


1876, 


12  $56, 426, 365  13 

39,795,339  91 

9,671,280  66 

4,006,698  03 

409,284  48 

6,516,487  51 

509,631  09 


117,237,086  81 


Increase. 


$4,344,374  0] 

2,491,878  03 
427,276  25 


Dec 


128, 176  87 


7,391,705  16 


$iK>, 

"in,: 

570. 


GW, 


The  amonnt  of  coUectionSy  as  above  reportedi  includes  commit 
on  sales  of  stamps,  paid  in  kind,  and  certain  sums  reported  as  colli 
but  not  deposited  during  the  fiscal  years  in  question,  thps  causiii 
apparent  discrepancy  between  the  above  amounts  of  collectious 
the  amounts  of  such  collections  shown  by  warrants  covering  tli< 
posits  into  the  Treasury,  as  elsewhere  shown. 

Under  the  provisions  contained  in  the  legislative,  executive^ 
judicial  appropriation  bill,  approved  August  15, 187G,  the  transmiij 
of  internal-revenue  stamps  to  the  ofiicers  of  internal  revenue  cai 
made  only  through  the  mails  of  the  United  States  in  registered  p 
ages. 

The  total  value  of  stamps  forwarded  to  intornal-revenuo  off! 
amouuts  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  million  dollars  per  anu 
Hitherto  the  cost  of  transporting  such  stamps  by  express,  without  i 
to  the  Government,  has  been  about  forty  thousand  dollars  per  auu 
The  present  method  imposes  upon  the  Government  the  risk  of  tn; 
mitting  them  by  mail,  and  of  their  delivery  to  the  proper  partiea,  ti 
adding  to  tbe  risk  of  transmission  an  opportunity  for  fraiidolent  tm 
actions. 

b\  view  of  the  large  amount  involved,  and  the  risks  imi)osed  u] 
the  Government,  as  above  stated,  I  recommend  that  tbe  provi»ioi]s 
the  act  referred  to  bo  repealed. 
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EXPORTS  Am)  IMPORTS. 

The  coin  values  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  the  United  States  for 
the  last  fiscal  year,  as  appears  from  official  returns  made  to  and  com- 
piled by  tbe  Bureau  of  Statistics,  are  as  follows : 

Exports  of  domestic  mercbandise (525, 582  247 

Exports  of  foreign  merchandise 14,802,424 

Total 540,884,671 

Imports  of  goods 460, 741, 100 

Excess  of  exports  over  imports 79, 043, 481 

For  tbe  fiscal  year  1875  there  was  an  excess  of  im^iorts  over  exports 
amounting  to  $10,562,725,  showing  a  difference  of  (00,200,200. 

Exports  of  specie  and  bnllion 850, 506, 902 

Imports  of  specie  and  bullion 15, 036, 681 

Excess  of  exports  over  imports 40, 560, 621 

Total  excess  of  exports  of  mercbandise,  and  tbe 
precious  metals  over  imports $120, 213, 102 

In  the  report  of  my  predecessor  the  fact  was  stated,  and  is  more  fully 
detailed  in  the  report  of  th^  Ohief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  that  there 
was  no  law  requiring  persons  exporting  merchandise  by  land  convey- 
ance to  Canada  to  file  manifests  containing  the  quantities  and  values 
thereof.  The  value  of  our  exports  to  the  Provinces  of  Ontario  and 
Quebec,  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  as  the  detailed  statements  furnished 
by  tbe  Commisssioner  of  Customs  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  show, 
amounted  to  $10,507,563  in  excess  of  that  returned  by  the  customs 
officers  of  the  United  States.  With  this  addition,  the  value  of  the  total 
exports  of  the  year  under  consideration  would  amount  to  $550,802,234. 

Tbe  attention  of  Congress  is  invited  to  the  subject,  in  tbe  hope  that 
tbe  defective  legislation  above  indicated  may  be  remedied  during  tbe 
ensuing  session. 

There  was  withdrawn  from  bond  for  consumption,  in  excess  of  that 
entered  for  warehouse,  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  merchandise  of  the 
value  of  $13,240,340. 

The  total  exportation  of  specie  and  bullion  was  less  than  that  for 
tbe  preceding  year  by  $35,625,840,  while  the  exi>orts  of  domestic  goods 
have  increased  in  value  $26,208,147. 

Importations  of  merchandise  have  decreased  to  the  amount  of 
$72,264,240  as  compared  with  those  of  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  and  of 
#106,665,152  as  compared  with  tbe  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1874. 
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Thero  was  an  incrcaso  in  the  value  of  tbo  importatious  c 
articles^  chiefly  ratr  products  and  necessaries  admitted  frco,  as 
Barks,  medicinal,  and  corkwood,  $611,540;  coffee,  $6,197,500 ;  iV 
in  sticks,  $611,377;  jute,  raw,  $371,490;  silk,  raw,  $920,202. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  importations  of  cb< 
drugs,  and  dyes  of  $2,081,317;  gums,  $444,001;  hides  and 
$5,501,195;  India  rubber  and  gutta  x>crcha,  crude,  $611,831 
materials,  $916,699;  tea,  $3,149,537;  tin  in  bars,  blocks,  an 
$510,923;  wood,  unmanufactured,  $488,904;  malt  liquors,  $j 
cotton  manufactures,  $5,012,803 ;  fancy  goods,  $1,046,852 ;  flj 
manufactures  of,  $2,157,196;  fruits,  $624,180;  glass  and  gla 
$998,167 ;  hair,  $507,844 ;  hemp,  raw,  $862,763 ;  iron,  and  manui 
of,  $5,365,877 ;  gunny  cloth,  $1,048,497 ;  lead,  $836,672 ;  leatho 
kinds,  $1,944,357;  opium,  $231,887;  precious  stones,  $919,379;  fl^ 
$2,367,616;  silk  manufactures,  $634,956;  soda,  and  salts  of,  $1,1 
sugar  and  molasses,  $18,735,958 ;  tin,  and  manufactures  of,  $2,9 
tobacco,  and  manufactures  of,  $688,447 ;  watches,  &c.,  $826,116 ; 
spirits,  and  cordials,  $1,174,986;  wood,  and  manufactures  of,  $1,0: 
wool,  unmanufiEU^tured,  $2,823,642 ;  wool,  manufactures  of,  $11,4 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  exiK)rts  of  the  following  urtiel 
values  being  stated  in  currency : 

Indian  com,  $8,808,343;  wheat,  $8,775,0^6;  wheat  flour,  $7li 
copper,  in  pigs,  bars,  and  sheets,  $2,055,859 ;  cotton,  raw,  $2,01^ 
cotton  manufactures,  $3,651,096;  leather,  and  manufacture 
$2,744,919;  oilcake,  $636,285;  mineral  oil,  crude,  $814,250;  n 
$1,725,277 ;  sperm,  $519,232 ;  shot  and  shell,  $507,452 ;  bacoi 
hams,  $11,051,843;  refined  sugar,  $2,967,205;  tallow,  $1,01 
timber,  sawed  and  hewed,  $1,105,510. 

The  exports  of  domestic  gold  and  silver  in  excess  of  the  import.^ 
$34,102,010,  as  against  $62,956,412  for  the  previous  year. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  exportations  of  tbo  fi 
lug  articles : 

Agricultural  implements,  $368,923;  brass,  and  manufkcturc 
$743,655 ;  clocks  and  parts  of;  $255,323 ;  copper  ore,  $645,107 ;  t 
$818,216;  manufactures  of  hemp,  $1,823,804;  pig-iron,  $307 
steam-engines,  locomotive,  $435,080 ;  machinery,  $1,261,407 ;  mu^ 
pistols,  rifles,  and  sporting-guns,  $1,835,270;  manufactares  of 
$326,583 ;  rosin  and  turpentine,  $585,796 ;  beef,  $1,011,(>52 ;  bt 
$397,500 ;  cheese,  $1,389,520 ;  lard,  $471,037 ;  spirits  of  turpcii 
$252,476;  leaf  tobacco,  $2,504,166;  shocks,  staves,  and  Iicnd 
$1,283,223. 
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COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGATION.  ' 

Th6re  is  little  cluuige  in  the  proportion  of  the  foreign  carrying  trade 
transacted  in  foreign  TesselSi  abont  serenty-two  per  cent,  of  imports 
and  exports,  daring  the  last  fiscal  year,  haying  been  carried  in  foreign 
vessels  as  against  seventy-foor  per  cent,  for  the  preceding  year  and 
seventy-two  per  cent  for  the  fiscal  year  1874. 

The  Begister  of  the  Treasniy  reports  the  total  tonnage  of  vessels  of 
the  United  States  to  be  4^79,458  tons,  a  decrease  of  574,274  tons  firom 
that  of  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jnne  30, 1875.  This  decrease  is  princi- 
pally caused  by  the  dropping  of  oanal-boat  tonnage  exempt  nnder  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  April  18, 1874. 

The  actnal  decrease  is  believed  to  be  abont  583,611  tons,  this  amonnt 
being  the  excess  of  the  losses  over  the  gains  dnriDg  the  last  fiscal  year, 
bnt  this  decrease  is  reduced  to  574,274  tons,  by  corrections  of  the 
balances  outstanding. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  total  tonnage  for  the  last  two  years: 


1875. 

1870. 

Venelfl. 

Tons. 

Veaselfl. 

Tom. 

Regictend 

.  2.961 
2U,304 

1.553,898 
3,299,904 

3,009 
22,935 

1, 592, 831 
2.066.637 

Knrol1«1  and  licf^niieil 

Total 

*^^ 

4,653,738 

25,934 

4,279,458 

The  tonnage  of  vessels  boilt,  as  given  by  the  Begister,  is  203,580 
tons,  being  a  decrease  ih>m  that  of  the  preceding  year  of  94,053  tons, 
or  over  31  per  oentnm.    The  nnmber  of  vessels  built  is  1,113. 

Official  nombera  have  been  awarded  by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics 
during  the  last  fiscal  year  to  1,753  vessels,  whose  carrying  capacity 
amounts  to  272,204  tons,  and  sinoe  July  1, 187G,  to  635  vessels,  of  the 
asgrogate  tonnage  of  116,806,  as  the  following  statement  more  fully 
shows : 

SUIemaU  A/nciMg  IA«  luiaikr,  elott,  amd  ioniuufe  oftei^d*  offidaU^  numkertd  durtnff  the 

fitcal  year  cnded^  June  30, 187G. 


ClMi  and  ohimicter  of  tcsbcIs. 


5>aQiiig-Tefl0ebio|)ortod  as  11010 

Sailuig-TeHeU  bnilt  prior  to  167r> 

SaOing-Tflssels  not  stated  when  bnilt 

Steam-TMseU  reported  a«  iiao 

Hteam-yenels  hnilt  prior  to  1675 

Steam-TeMelfl  not  stated  \?hon  built . 
Unrigged  remels 


Vessels. 


G57 

»7 

112 

(k> 

84 

4G;t 


Tbns. 


Ii3.7i4.r)ri 

5, 113. 9(» 
14,406.0:1 
(;5,050.04 

C,.^»5.01 
12,265.54 
rK\297.7U 
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Statement  showing  tlte  number,  oIam,  and  tonnaffe  ofvcMeUj  ^r, — Coiitinii 

Class  and  character  of  vcsaaIa. 


Classified  as  follows : 

Sailing-vesseU 

Steam-vosBelR 

Unrigged  vessels  . , 


Total 


VesMels  numbered  and  regiaiered  from  July  1  to  Xocember  10,  187G. 


Class  and  character  of  voascls. 


SoUlng-Tcssels  .. 

StttUn-TBtMls  .  .  . . 

Unrigged  vessels 
Total 


Of  ilio  namber  of  steam  and  sailing-ressels  above  indicaj 

were  new  seagoing  vessels,  exceeding  100  tons  each,  grouped 

lows: 

2  yessels  of  over  2,000  tons  each 4^ 

25  vessels  of  over  1,000  tons  each 3G, : 

19  vessels  of  over  600  tons  each 13, ; 

27  vessels  less  than  500  and  over  109  tons 7,j 


73  Aggregate  tonnage 61, 
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SBVEMUE  MASIME. 

This  branch  of  the  public  service  has  been  satisfieKstory  iu  its  < 
tions  during  the  past  year.  The  increase  in  its  eflSciency,  m< 
reduction  in  the  expense  of  conducting  it,  which  it  was  cli 
Iki  advance  would  result  from  the  reorganization  recently  comp 
are  fhlly  realized.  The  change  in  the  character  and  size  of  th 
aels  has  enabled  them,  without  augmenting  their  number,  to  pel 
the  duties  required  in  a  more  prompt  and  thorough  manDer  tlmi 
before  possible. 

The  following  is  a  brief  exhibit  of  the  general  services  pcrlbi 
by  vessels  of  the  Bevenue  Marino  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  last: 

Kumber  of  vessels  in  distress  assisted 

Number  of  lives  saved 

Number  of  vessels  seized  or  reported  for  violation  of  law. . . .     1 

Number  of  vessels  boarde<l  and  examined 13| 

Number  of  miles  cnilsed 194 
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The  important  and  hazardous  duty  of  assisting  vessels  in  distress 
has  been  encountered  with  courage  and  promptitude  by  the  ofiSoers 
and  men  of  the  service.  In  addition  to  the  number  of  lives  saved,  as 
shown  above,  by  the  vessels,  while  engaged  in  this  humane  work,  it  is 
worthy  of  note  that  daring  the  past  year  they  have  assisted  in  rescu- 
ing property,  consisting  of  vessels  and  their  cargoes  imperilled  by  the 
sea,  amounting  to  the  estimated  value  of  $5,221,155. 

The  expense  of  maintaining  the  service  for  the  fiscal  year  is 
$889,758  87,  a  decided  reduction  over  previous  years. 

A  small  steam-propeller,  specially  designed  for  harbor  duty,  has 
been  constructed  and  placed  in  commission  at  Philadelphia  during  the 
past  season.  The  requirements  of  the  service  at  that  port  are  now 
ftally  provided  for. 

The  new  vessel  intended  for  the  Padflo  coast  is  nearly  ready  to  be 
assigned  to  duty.  This  will  supply  a  want  which  the  increasing  com- 
merce, and  the  extension  of  our  territory  on  that  coast  by  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Alaska,  have  caused  to  be  greatly  felt. 

Several  of  the  vessels  are  now  in  need  of  somewhat  extensive  repairs, 
which,  however,  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  defer  in  view  of  the  limited 
appropriation  made  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  service  for  the  present 
fiscal  year. 

Under  the  act  of  July  31  last,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  appoint  cadets  in  the  Bevenue-Marine  Service,  the  neces- 
saiy  regulations  governing  their  admission  have  been  prepared  and 
promulgated,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  examination  of  applicants. 

Becommendation  has  heretofore  been  omde  for  legislative  provision 
extending  the  benefits  of  the  Navy-pension  laws  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  Bevenue  Marine,  and  for  establishing  a  retired  list. 

In  time  of  war,  vessels  of  this  service  are  by  hiw  subject  to  be  called 
upon  to  eo-operate  with  the  Navy,  while,  in  peace,  they  are  required  to 
engage  in  the  aiduons  and  perilous  work  of  cruising  in  aid  of  vessels  in 
distress,  a  service  particularly  ei\ioined  during  the  rigors  of  winter,  and 
atteoded  with  many  dangers,  yet  the  officers  and  men  are  not  entitled 
to  pensions  save  when  they  have  incurred  disability  while  co-operating 
with  the  Navy,  and  then  only  at  the  low  rates  allowed  in  that  service 
bj  the  act  of  1814,  while  the  rates  of  pensions  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  Navy  have  been  largely  increased,  and  extended  to  their  heirs, 
hy  subsequent  enactments. 

About  ten  per  cent  of  the  line  officers  of  the  Bevenue-Marine  are 
DOW  withdrawn  from  active  duty  l)y  reason  of  permanent  disability 
contracted  in  the  service,  and  there  are  a  number  of  others  still 
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nclivvly  (iiiij>lofL-il  wliuiiu  iiiiti-iiulii.'ii  wariiiiil  tlivii'  ikMiwliiuciit  oa 
grounds  of  Uiimaaity  and  public  advnQtnge.  Tbc  piopur  tiiauAgcmcDfe 
of  titis  service,  and  the  duties  imposed  aiiou  it  by  law  iti  iM}Dnectioo 
with  tke  Life-Saving  Service,  require  the  employnieat  of  a  ooDnideniblo 
number  of  officers  uimn  special  duly  on  slioro.  Al  thv  name  timu  tlio 
immber  of  lino  officers  is  limited  by  law  lo  one  of  cacti  grade  for  each 
vessel  iu  tlie  service.  In  the  ab.sonce  of  a  retireil  list,  therefore,  cou- 
didernblo  eiobarrassmeut  is  experienced  iu  supplying  complements  of 
officers  to  vessels  for  their  safe  and  efficient  toanagcmeut.  Further 
detriment  and  injury  I'esult  from  the  liindi-ance  to  promotious,  cansed..' 
by  the  retention  of  so  many  disabled  and  decrepit  persons,  tlie  effect 
being  to  measurably  weaken  tlie  inducement  to  excellence  iu  tlia 
active  officers  by  blocking  their  advancement,  aud  to  reduce  the  cfll- 
cienig:  of  the  service  by  keeping  yonng  men  of  ability  and  ena-gy  from 
the  higher  grades  of  command.  The  rexiominendationa  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  nary-pension  laws  to  the  officers  aud  men  of  revenue-eub- 
terv«,  and  the  esliibllHhniunt  of  u  retired  lisr  lor  Die  Revenue  Marine,: 
are  accordingly  renewed. 


i 


LlPB-SAVrSG  SERVICE. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  another  life-saving  district  of  the  el«ve] 
nuUiorizeil  by  law,  designated  na  district  No.  5,  and  unbracing 
coaHt^  of  Ueluware,  Harj'land,  and  Virginia,  has  been  organized,  a 
six  of  tlie  eight  stations  pro)>osed  have  l>een  put  in  operation  tliei 

VTitbin  the  nbove-name«l  i>eriod,  the  organization  lias  comprised  s 
districts,  anil  included  the  Atlantic  coast  from  Uio  eaatem  estroBiitn 
of  !ifaiue  to  Cape  Hatteras.    The  cost  of  sustaining  its  operatioRB,  lUi 
tlie  results  of  the  latter,  are  given  in  detail  in  tlio  rei>ort  of  the  ollicc 
in  charge,  funiished  as  required  by  die  act  of  Jnly  31,  ISTiJ. 

BcMtles  the  six  stations  established  between  Capes  Henlo^wn  e 
(/liaxles,  eighteen  complete  lifo-saviug  stations  have  been  constmct 
since  July  I,  LSiO,  four  of  tliem  on  the  Atlantic  coiwt,  and  the  r 
iug  funrteeit  on  the  lakes.    Fonrtoen  life-boat  stations  have  also  \ 
located  and  built  on  the  hikes,  and  live  houses  of  refuge  have  heeji  p 
up  on  the  coa^t  of  Florida,  and  are  now  in  i>roceBs  of  equipmenL 
a<Iditiou  there  has  l»een  constructed  a  new  life-saving  station,  de«i{nie< 
to  take  the  i>Iaco  of  the  present  one  at  Capo  M».V,  New  Jersey. 

Of  the  eight  stations  authorized  for  tlie  Poeilic  coast,  tlireu  li 
boon  delayMl  on  account  of  difficulty  in  obtaining  title  to  the  site 
therefor.    I'l-oposals  xrexf  invited  and  received  for  the  remaining  fi 
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but  beiu^  cousidered  exorbitaut  were  decLiucd.  Xcw  proi)Osal8  for 
three  of  the  required  structures  have  been  received,  and  appearing  to 
be  reasonable,  have  been  accepted.  No  bids  have  been  made  for  the 
other  two,  and  the  irork  of  constructing  them  will  probably  have  to  be 
nndertaken  by  the  Goyemmont. 

The  occasion  of  the  loss  of  the  crow  of  the  life-saving  station,  seven  in 
number,  at  the  wreck  of  the  Italian  bark  "  Nuova  Ottavia,"  off  Gnrrituck 
Beach,  North  Carolina,  on  the  night  of  the  1st  of  March  last,  suggests 
the  propriety  of  providing  suitable  pensions  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  men  who  thus  i)erish  in  the  effort  to  save  life,  a  benefit 
which  might  also  be  properly  extended  to  members  of  crews  grown 
veteran  or  become  disabled  in  this  arduous  and  perilous  service. 
These  men  are  invariably  poor,  earning  a  scanty  subsistence  by  fishing, 
and  largely  d(^ndent  upon  their  small  pay  as  surfmen,  and  age  or 
infirmity  lessens  their  slender  means  of  support,  while  desith  leaves 
their  fiunilies  unprovided  for. 

The  subject  of  proper  compensation  for  the  keepers  of  life-saving 
stations  also  deserves  serious  consideration.  These  keepers  are  re- 
quired to  be  men  of  exceptional  qualifications  among  their  fellows. 
Their  duty  is  to  save  life  and  property  jeoparded  by  the  stranding  of 
vessels.  They  are  noted  for  their  mastery  in  handling  boats  in  dan- 
gerous seas,  and  in  the  hazardous  contiguities  of  wrecks,  and,  being 
captains  of  their  respective  crews,  are  responsible  for  the  selection 
and  conduct  of  the  latter,  and  must  have  the  fkculty  of  commanding 
men.  They  are  also  responsible  for  the  public  property  under  their 
charge  at  the  stations.  At  present  they  receive  only  $200  per  annum, 
and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  this  should  be  increased.  At  the 
time  of  the  reorganization  in  1871,  it  was  barely  possible  to  secure 
proper  men  at  this  rate,  and  up  to  this  time  they  have  been  retained 
chiefly  uiN>n  the  hope  of  augmented  remuneration.  This  hope  has 
almost  ceased  to  exist,  and  the  superintendents  of  the  districts  repre- 
sent tliat  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  good  keei)ers  verges  upon  impos- 
sibility. Unless  an  adequate  compensation  is  provided  for  these 
officers,  the  service  must  inevitably  suffer,  and  the  country  be  disgraced, 
open  some  occasion  of  shipwreck,  by  the  revelation  that  the  serious 
dnUes  of  life-saving  have  Mien  into  incompetent  hands.  Legislation, 
therefore,  to  secure  appropriate  pay  for  the  keepers  of  the  life-saving 
stations  is  recommended. 

The  success  which  has  attended  this  service  since  its  reorganization 
in  1871  has  been  pre-eminent;  but  the  consideration  of  its  rapidly- 
increasing  proportions  and  signal  importance,  induce  the  conviction 
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that  the  time  cannot  be  longer  defened  for  its  erection  into  a 
establishment,  under  a  recognized  and  responsible  administratoi 
the  completion  of  the  few  remaining  stations  anthori^ed,  the  cb^ 
comprise  the  entire  coast  of  the  United  States,  and  the  gnardia 
the  greater  portion  of  all  the  lives  and  vessels  imperilled  thereon. 
involve  the  care  of  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  stations,  and  the  <1 
and  discipline  of  more  than  twel  ve  hundred  subordinates.  The  < 
nation  and  acquisition  of  proper  sites  for  the  stations ;  the  tra 
the  latter  from  time  to  time,  to  such  locations  as  constant  change 
character  of  the  coast,  the  growing  firequeni^  of  wrecks  at  given 
or  other  causes,  may  necessitate ;  the  devising,  erection,  and  pi 
tion  of  station-houses  suitable  for  the  accommodation  of  crews  an 
they  rescue,  and  for  the  protection  of  their  various  apparatus  an<1 
ments^  the  judicious  purchase  of  their  furniture  and  supplio 
choice  of  able  and  efficient  district  superintendents,  keepers,  an 
men,  and  the  constant  supervision  of  their  operations;  the  < 
tabulation  of  wreck  statistics  for  the  benefit  of  shipping  interest 
perpetual  reference  to  multi&rions  sources  of  information  at  hon 
abroad  for  data  and  suggestions  calculated  to  farther  the  de veloj 
and  perfection  of  the  system ;  and  the  unceasing  snrveillance 
plans,  devices,  and  inventions  for  establishing  oommunication.s 
wrecks,  or  saving  lives  imperilled  upon  them,  including  the  pra 
trial  and  decision  upon  the  availability  of  such  as  may  be  presen 
all  pertain  to  the  scope  of  the  life-Saving  Service,  and  amply  ji 
its  formal  creation  as  such,  and  its  committal  to  the  care  of  an 
rienced  and  able  officer,  who  can  devote  to  it  his  undivided  faoi 
and  energies. 

The  legislation  proper  to  accomplish  this  end  is  theroforc  n^ 
mended. 

The  act  of  June  20,  1874,  provides  for  -two  classes  of  life  sa 
medals-*the  first  to  be  bestowed  upon  those  persons  who  Bigt. 
endanger  their  lives  in  the  efifort  to  rescue  others,  and  the  sccoik 
those  who  show  in  similar  endeavors  a  gallantry  less  hazardoui 
degree. 

It  is  suggested  that  there  are  instances  where,  without  life  Ixi 
actually  risked,  signal  exertions  are  made  in  rendering  assistann 
shipwrecked  or  drowning  persons,  involving  considerable  saorificoj 
time,  personal  comfort,  and  property,  and  that  a  modiflcatiou  of 
act,  so  as  to  recognize,  under  the  provision  for  medals  of  the  m^c 
class,  such  cases,  might  be  expedient 

Under  the  present  system,  a  constant  patrol  of  the  coast  is  mn 
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by  the  kcqiers  of  the  life-saving  stations  for  firom  fonr  to  six 
tht  of  the  year,  together  with  some  degree  of  watchfalness  for  the 
vMBafaider.  By  vesting  theee  keepers  with  the  powers  of  inspectors  of 
aMoms,  an  eflfective  ooast-gaard,  largely  preventive  of  smnggling  and 
plundering  of  wrecks,  might  be  created  without  expense ;  and  legisla- 
to  this  eflfeet  may  be  deemed  advisable. 
OoriDg  the  year,  several  donations  of  books,  to  form  libraries  for  the 
of  the  crews  of  the  life-saving  stations,  have  been  received  fbom 
benevolent  persons.  They  will  nndonbtedly  conduce  to  the  wel&re  of 
the  'service,  by  relieving  the  tedium  and  monotony  of  the  watch  at 
these  isolatad  positions,  and  suitable  cases  have  been  prepared  for 
tiMir  paoteetion,  and  also  to  enable  them  to  be  exchanged  firom  time  to 
UrntB  between  the  stations,  with  a  view  of  extending  their  benefits. 

The  usual  statistics  of  disasters  to  American  shipping,  required  by 
Rd  of  Congress,  Jane  20, 1874,  will  be  found  appended  to  the  anunal 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  service. 

UQHS-HOUSE  SSTABLIBIDaCNT. 

Daring  the  last  fiscal  year,  20  new  lighthouses,  24  river  lights,  12 
fog-signals,  45  beacons,  and  81  buoys  have  been  established,  and  14 
light-houses,  13  river  lights,  1  light-ship,  11  beacons,  and  7  buoys  have 
been  discontinued.  The  total  number  of  such  aids  at  the  close  of  the 
year  were  C37  lighthouseS|  291  river  lights,  30  light-ships,  57  steam 
fog*  signals,  418  beacons,  and  2,075  buoys,  distributed  upon  an  extent  of 
ocean,  lake,  and  river  coast  unequalled  by  that  within  the  scope  of  any 
similar  establishment  in  the  world. 

The  multifarious  duties  connected  with  the  light-house  service  have 
been  satisfactorily  performed  by  the  Light-house  Board,  and  the  entire 
establishment  is  in  an  etQcient  and  creditable  condition. 

The  proposed  introduction  of  mineral  oil  as  an  illuminaut  for  light- 
houses has  been  delayed  by  a  claim  that  the  burner  used  by  the  Light- 
bouse  Board  infringes  a  i>ateut  granted  to  private  parties.  The  matter 
is  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Board  and  the  Department,  and  it  is 
hoftfd  that  the  delay  will  be  but  temi)orar}\ 

The  lights  recently  placed  uiM)n  the  western  rivers  continue  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  the  immense  sbippiug  interests  upon  those  waters, 
and  the  opinion  is  freely  expressed  by  river-men  that  the  lighting  of 
the  riven,  which  has  been  effected  at  a  comi>aratively  trifling  expense, 
has  been  of  greater  benefit  to  commerce  tban  all  other  measures  taken 
by  the  Government  for  their  improvement. 

Light-ship  Xo.  41,  for  which  an  appropriation  was  made  by  Congress, 
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is  nearly  completed.    This  vessel  lias  been  built  with  great  ca 
fitted  with  every  appliance  to  render  her  safe  and  efficient.     ^ 

m 

have,  for  fog-signal  purposes,  a  caloric  siren,  fh>m  which  excel 
salts  are  expected,  and  will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the  aids 
upon  our  coast  for  the  safety  of  mariners. 

tn  its  estimates  the  Light-house  Board  has  again  asked  $ui  ap 
ation  for  building  a  light-house  at  or  in  the  vicinity  of  American 
Florida  reef,  to  light  the  dark  space  between  Sombrero  and  Sac 
lights.  Owing  to  the  strong  and  variable  currents  along  the  I 
reef,  navigation  is  difficult  and  dangerous,  many  wrecks  inv 
heavy  loss  occurring  every  year.  The  light  upon  American  SI 
one  of  the  system  proposed  by  the  Light-house  Board  for  pernai 
and  efficiently  lighting  this  dangerous  coast,  and  should  be  bniU 
out  unnecessary  delay. 

The  Board  has  also  estimated  for  money  to  place  a  light-shi 
fog-signal  upon  Trinity  Shoal,  a  troublesome  and  dangerous  lo 
off  the  south  coast  of  Louisiana,  and  for  a  new  steam-tender  fci 
Pacific  coast.  Both  these  items  are  of  especial  importance,  and  ii 
receive  attention. 

OOAST  BUBVBT. 

The  important  work  committed  to  this  branch  of  the  public  86 
has  been  advanced  during  the  year  by  numerous  reconnaissances 
angulations,  tidal  observations,  and  extensions  of  coast  topograpl 
nearly  one  hundred  localities  upon  the  Atlantic,  Gulf,  and  I\ 
coasts.  There  have  also  been  certain  determinations  of  latitude 
longitude  in  some  of  the  interior  States  of  the  Union,  several  of  ^ 
have  recently  instituted  systematic  surveys  of  their  area.  TideU 
for  the  principal  sea-ports  of  the  United  States  have  been  publiHlu 
number  of  new  charts  of  the  coast  finished,  and  others  have  rece 
additions  by  engraving.  The  second  volume  of  the  AtlaDtic  C 
Pilot  has  also  been  under  preparation,  and  is  nearly  completed. 

In  the  interests  of  commerce  and  navigation,  each  of  the  dan; 
that  beset  the  coast  is  deveIoi>ed  and  marked  in  its  true  relation  to 
shore-line.  Fortunately  the  processes  used  for  such  purposes  avail  i 
for  other  objects,  the  importance  of  which  is  rapidly  increasing;  al 
the  seaboard  for  surveys  needful  in  the  improvement  of  channel 
trances,  and  for  port-warden  lines  in  harbor,  involving  stadies  of 
effect  of  tides  and  currents  when  coiyoined  with  riparian  enoroachm< 

The  usual  intimate  rdations^of^this  establishment  with  the  Li^ 
house  Board  have  been  maintained,  and  itq  archives  have  materia 
assiste<l  the  engineering  operations  of  the  latter  on  the  sea-coast 


KKPOBT   OF   THE   SECRETAEY   OP   THE .  TKEASURY.  77 

MASINE-HOSPITAL  SEBYIGE. 

The  Sui>ervising  Surgeon  General  reports  that  a  larger  number  of 
aeamen  have  availed  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the  Marine-^ospital 
S^vioe  during  the  fiscal  year  1876  than  in  any  previous  year  of  the 
existence  of  that  service.  Increased  facilities  are  afforded  for  obtain- 
ing relief,  and  many  of  the  seafaring  who  are  injured  or  taken  sick  at 
places  where  it  is  impracticable  to  provide  proper  care  are  sent  to  the 
nearest  relief  port  at  the  expense  of  the  service.  Belief  is  now  fur- 
nished at  ninety -one  iK>rts,  and  16,801  seamen  received  care  and  treat- 
ment during  the  year  just  closed. 

The  expenditures  from  the  fund  contributed  by  the  seamen  amounted 
to  $439,151  13.  The  necessaiy  repairs  to  the  hospital  buildings,  and 
the  furniture,  fuel,  lights,  and  water  for  the  same,  were  in  1876  for  the 
first  time  paid  out  of  this  fund. 

The  marine  hospitals  at  Mobile,  Alabama,  and  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
which  were  leased  at  the  close  of  the  war,  were  refitted  and  again 
opened  for  the  exclusive  use  of  seamen  on  September  1, 1875,  and 
January  1, 1876,  respectively.  The  Cleveland  hospital,  on  the  other 
hand,  has  been  leased  under  the  act  of  March  3, 1875.  The  magnitude 
of  the  service  at  "Sew  York  would  seem  to  warrant  the  establishment 
of  a  hospital  at  that  port  for  the  exclusive  use  of  seamen.  All  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  furniture,  supplies,  and  other  property,  no  longer  ser- 
viceable or  reqnired  for  use,  are,  under  the  present  law,  covered  into 
the  Treasury  as  miscellaneous  receipts.  As  such  property  belonging 
to  the  Marine-Hospital  Service  is  paid  for  out  of  the  seamen's  fund 
wlien  purchased,  it  is  suggested  that  Congress  should  provide  that  the 
proceeds  from  their  sale  should  be  credited  to  the  marine-hospital 
fund  as  repayments.  It  is  further  suggested  that  the  unclaimed  money 
and  effects  of  seamen  who  die  while  nnder  the  care  of  the  Marine- 
Hoepital  Service  might  also  properly  be  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of 
sick  and  disabled  s^unen.  At  present  this  Department  has  no  authority 
to  determine  the  disposition  of  such  moneys.  The  Supervising  Surgeon 
General  represents  that  great  embarrassment  arises  from  the  fre- 
qnent  attempts  to  break  down  the  provision  of  the  Marine-Hospital 
Service  regolations,  requiring  a  practical  preliminary  examination 
into  professional  qualifications  of  candidates  for  appointment  to  the 
oorpsof  sorgeons.  The  seamen  whose  earnings  are  taxed  for  the  especial 
poxpoee  of  creating  a  fund  for  their  relief  when  sick  or  disabled  are 
certainly  entitled  to  the  best.medical  and  surgical  skill,  and  manifestly 
none  other  shonld  be  employed.  It  is  therefore  suggested  that  legisla- 
tive provision  be  made  for  the  examination  of  medical  ofQcers  of 
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Ibut  scrvict^  similar  to  that  now  osi siting  for  medical  officors  of  tlie  AnnjI 
lUld  Nttvy.  I 

Of  tbu  hospital  tines  coUeuted  ti-om  aeumeD,  |3-14,0<0  78  werd 
coverod  iuto  the  TreoHiiry  diiritig  the  year.  For  ttccuty  iiirrrnnirM 
>'ear9,  up  to  Juno  30,  1874,  the  niiuual  deilcieucy  appropriations  madtfl 
by  OoiigresH,  and  expended,  averiged  $182, 4dl^,  but  no  deflcioney  appnyfl 
l>rialioti  lin«  been  a«kcd  for  thiii  servioe  since  1873,  iiiid  none  wttl  b«f 
reqairod  for  tlio  year  1878.  I 

STBAHJJOAT-US'SPEOTION  SEBTICU.  I 

Tbo  SutievviHlitg  Inspector  General  of  8team-veiisel»  reportti  the  fol*! 
lowins  matters  ooniiectc<l  with  this  bntnoh  of  sorTice  for  the  fiscal  year« 
ended  Jnne -^0, 187U:  I 

Toliil  ri-fcipts  from  the  iusi>ectioii  of  steam-ve«sol3  and  1 

liceuniiig  of  officers •265, 583  l>3 

Tota.1  dlsbiirHements  in  payment  of  salftries,  travelling 
and  other  contingent  expenses 222, 154  82 

Unmltor  of  uiaNters  of  stcauiors  licensed 4, 613 

Number  ot  niatea  of  steamers  licensed 044 

Nnmber  of  engineers  of  steamers  licensed 6, 602 

Number  of  pilote  of  steamers  licensed 2,334 

Total  number  of  officers  licensed 14, 553 

Nunibec  of  iusiiectors  and  clerks  employed 105 

Number  of  steaoi-vessels  in8i>ectod 4,  OOQ 

Aggregate  tonnage  of  steADicrs  iospeoted 1,0'^,S4S.39 


To  avoid  Uiu  expense  incurred  by  the  annaal  meeting  of  the  Board, 
as  required  by  section  4505,  lievised  fitatoteft,  it  is  recommended  that  ■ 
provision  be  made  ftn*  the  meeting  of  the  Board  at  eiteb  times  anA 
ploctB  us  tliu  Secretary  of  the  Truneury  shall  designate. 


ruULIC  UUILDINOS. 

The  work  on  imblic  baildings  during  the  past  y<rar  has  pn>gr« 
satisfactorily  wberu  sutBi'icut  appr«ipriations  for  its  coutlnuance  bzvi 
been  made.     While  i-enowing  the  sngge«tfOH   contained  in  the  I 
antinal  rc|K>rt  of  ibis  ]>epartmeiit,  that  in  tlm  present  state  of  thj 
financ««  it   Is  not  wlvisablo  to  make  large  nppropriatioua  for  eon 
i&cnoing  now  buildings.  It  is  recommonded  that,  for  the  ensuing  j 
snfflcieul  appropriations  be  mndc  to  insttro  a  rapid  prosecntjon  i 
work  already  begun. 
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The  suggestion  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Supervising  Architect 
relative  to  the  preparation  of  plans  for  public  buildings,  under  com- 
petition, is  worthy  of  consideration,  and  the  attention  of  Congress  is 
respectfully  invited  thereto. 

In  this  connection,  the  attention  of  Congress  is  invited  to  the  neces- 
sity for  erecting  a  proi)er  building  for  the  Light-house  !Board,  for  which 
the  latter  has  submitted  an  estimate  of  (100,000.  The  Board  now 
occupies  different  parts  of  a  private  building,  neither  convenient  nor 
fire-proof.  An  appropriation  is  therefore  recommended  for  the  erection 
of  a  building  for  the  establishment,  suitable  to  secure  the  requisite 
disx>atch  of  current  business  by  its  oflBcers  and  clerks,  the  accessibility 
and  safety  of  its  records,  and  the  prosecution  of  its  constant  experi- 
ments in  ilium  inants,  and  in  sound  and  light,  which  are  now  conducted, 
at  considerable  disadvantage,  in  New  York. 

CLADfS  AGAINST  THE  QOYEBNMENT. 

The  failure  to  make  the  small  appropriation  asked  for  by  the  Secre- 
tary to  enable  him  to  continue  the  examination  of  the  records  of  cap- 
tured property  and  confederate  archives  in  his  custody,  for  information 
for  use  in  the  defence  of  the  Government  against  improper  claims,  has 
greatly  impeded  that  service. 

The  slight  examination  that  it  has  been  possibly  to  make  of  those 
records  and  archives  in  connection  with  the  private  relief  bills  pre- 
sented to  Congress  at  its  last  session,  involving  about  five  millions  of 
dollars,  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  they  contain  much  valuable  infor- 
mation which  should  be  sought  for  and  furnished  to  the  several  com- 
mittees to  which  such  bills  have  been  referred.  It  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted that  an  adequate  appropriation  should  be  made  for  this  purpose. 

REPORTS  OF  OFFIOBBS. 

Beports  of  heads  of  bureaus  and  divisions  are  herewith  transmitted 
and  referred  to  for  detailed  statements  of  the  business  of  this  Depart- 
ment. 

The  Secretary  desires  to  express  his  acknowledgments  for  the 
efficient  aid  and  support  he  has  at  all  times  received  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  from  those  having  supervision  of  distinct  divis- 
ions of  the  service. 

LOT  M.  MOERILL, 

Secretary  of  Hie  Treasury. 
The  Honorable 
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TABLES  ACCOMPANYING  THE  KEPORT. 

Tauli:  A.^Stafcincnt  of  the  net  j^cccipts  (by  warrantfi)  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jhuc  *)0f 

187G. 

CUSTOMS. 

Quarter  ended  September  30, 1675 , 94l,233,A2b  25 

ijoarter  ended  December  31. 1875 , 32,207,931  TJ 

Qtutrter  ended  March  31.  1876 38.869.535  OU 

Quarter  ended  June  30,  1670 33.300.891  63 

1148,071,964  61 

SALES  07  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Qoartar  ended  September  30, 1875 $308,041  73 

Qoarter  added  December  31,  1875 395,906  78 

Quarter  ended  lUrcli  31. 1876 944,709  54 

Quarter  ended  June  30, 1870 280,906  90 

1, 129. 46C  95 

I5T1RXAL  RCVEKUI. 

Quarter  ended  September  30,  18;r» $88,199,723  50 

Quarter  ended  December  31.  1875 29,256,009  GS 

Quarter  ended  March 31. 1870 29.890tl39  95 

Quarter  ended  June  30, 1876 33, 4S^  796  95 

ll«,7O0,732  0O 

DIRECT  TAX. 

Quarter  ended  Si*ptembcr  30,  l<7.'i .' 

Quarter  ended  December  31.  1875 $10,347  53 

Quarter  ended  March  31,  1«70 2.196  48 

Quarter  ended  June  30,  187G 81.254  79 

93,79e8ii 

TAX  O.V  CIRCULATION,  DCrOSlTS.  ETC.,  OF  NATIONAL  BANKS. 

Quarter  (m<kd  September  30,  le?."! $3,606,033  83 

Quarterendrd  Decemlier  31.  1875 30.603  96 

Quarterended  March  31. 187ii 3.637.796  50 

Quarter  ended  June  30,  1876 ZM.UM  96 

7,326,073  £9 

Ktr  ATXENT  or  INTEREST  BT  PACiriC  RAILROAD  COMTAiMES. 

Quarter  ended  S-ptember  .'M).  1875 ^.« |tHB,S12  87 

Quarter  ended  December  31.  1875 ^ , 272,403  20 

Quarter  endi*d March :u.  IxTG 112.085  20 

Quarter  coded  June  30.  lb7U 71.478  69 

718, 179  96 

CUSTOMS  FINES,  PENALTIES,  AND  FORFEITURE:}. 

Quarter  ended  September  30,  1873 , $28,521  75 

Quarter  ended  December  31.  1675 '. i;6,288  50 

Quarter  ended  March  31.  IHTii 51,337  70 

Quarter  ended  Jane  30,  1876 37.649  91 

183, 797  86 

FEES ~ CONSULAR,  UHTEr^fl  PATENT.  A.ND  LAND. 

Quarter  ended  September  30.  1875 $510,427  19 

Quarter  ended  December  31. 1875 383,131  |C» 

Quarter  ended  March  31. 1870 462,655  40 

Quarterended  June  30,  1870 653.008  48 

S.009,280  9J 

PROCEEDS  OF  SALU  OF  OOVERRMENT  PltOPERTT. 

Quarter  ended  September  30.  1875 $905,550  60 

Qoarter  ended  December 31.  1875 1,156^083  74 

Quarter  ended  March  31. 1876 332,099  60 

Quarter  ended  Jnne  30,  1876 159.041  00 

1.822,714  94 

PREMIUM  ON  SALES  OF  COIN. 

Quarter  ended  September  30.  187.'* $3,100,275  47 

Quarter  ended  December  31. 1875 1.3^572  SI 

Quarter  ended  March  31.  1876 101.092  10 

Quarter  ended  June  30, 1876.....*. ,«..... 138.665  99 

3,723.015  bU 

lOSCILLANIOUS  BOURCCi. 

Quarter  ended  September  30, 1875 — $1,691,131  95 

Quarterended  December  31.  1875 996.160  39 

Quarter  ended  March  31.  1876 » 1.440^178  51 

Quarter  ended  Jane  30,  1870 1,682;473  S9 

5,681,984  00 

Total  ordinary  reeeiptii.  czdoilv  of  loftBf : S87.48IL09D  l*i 

l>roceediof  $5,883,000 bOBdtof  1881.  (Otnera  twinl) 6;6U.896  12 

Total  net  receipts 294,095.865  88 

Balance  in  Treasury  Jone  30, 1875 144,702,416  41 

Total ; 438,798,281  69 
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Table  B.^St»imnii 


rf  ike  wti  iUhmnemmH  (iy  wvrmmi$)  during  the  fffo^l  ytmr  ended 

Jmu  30, 167G. 


ctriL 


9t  T«fTiionis«< 


«siaB.M7  3S 
974,010  47 

aaB»9tiii 

tti9B»0»M 
157.804  SS 


drl $17,83%S«8KI 


rOBIMJI  UTTEBCOUSfK. 


Uaittd  States  mad  BritUk 


«  ^JB«  «  •    • 


MlfCEJXAXIOrt. 


for  ^aHto  '    -  ~ 


IW  TrujOfy  Dtpwtaicst. 


ndfrwd 

iflff<nB4t  la  WMhiaftoe' 

•C  IktCMMol 

/•rCapttol  fTMiad*. . . 
Itovir  Ovpartarat  baUdittg. 

forDMfaidDaab 

HHjUal  fcr  fb*  li 


paapera 


wmt.  tmmi.  *«..••  SiafM 

fltf  iba  •%Mi  m4  alafli  eaa«»». 
laTi 


•CbMkb  of  Dlitrkt  oT  Colaabia. 
•C«ca»-boUir«ipkMtoB« 


$373,130  00 

400,U6  0ti 

141,19107 

4fi,743  34 

9;  too  00 

51,708  24 

1A»8K1«3 

111915  03 

8.73193 

33.100  00 

17,344  98 

130.907  M 


•  Ab 


H,  39^.907  90 

116,990  51 

9S7,100« 

1,001,779  95 

M0U513  19 

1,911090  93 

891798  87 

51079  98 

931  SO  91 

4,091907  33 

344,448  90 

501,030  96 

n.  701 808  09 

1887.440  43 

431688  65 

81440  38 

1M1613TJ 

81900  00 

461,985  3J 

713.973  51 

S9.S68  81 

1198185 

.'•7.\000  00 

4.517,540  311 

l,<ai8M«l 

5X>,  139  50 

7U1353  15 

311 119  61 

111993  M 

17.704  40 

(i53.490  61 

:»4,sooa> 

*.M190tf  ftS 

81000  00 

175^379  30 

1*^7. 197  90 

em  933  81 

l.\000  Oil 

I.  irA0I9  2S 

9fk.SS0«5 

7.«»i>5 

rs375  9n 

1.871  !G 

Til.  700  41 

31117SU 

•AOOOC» 

SI.C44  3>; 

51  COO  00 

199. 185  <.<S 

1. 151 IWI  30 

935.973  79 


1,411999  90 
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Table  B,^Staiem$iU  cffihsnet  di$hwr9emtni$i  (hg  wmrrmU,)  ^— OoDtimied. 

Interest  on  3-65  bonds  of  District  of  Colnmbia $312,945  36 

Expense*  of  Bnreaa  of  EngraTisff  and  Printing 1,941,004  76 

Porcbase  and  management  of  LonisTille  and  Portland  Cftoal 408,160  00 

Vanlta,  safes,  and  locks  for  public  buildings 86,335  53 

Smithsonian  Institation 71,560  00 

Indenmity  for  swamp'lands 97,909  07 

International  exhibition 1,600,485  30 

Department  of  Agricnltnre 113|171  67 

Fees  of  sapervisors  of  eleetions lJt8;189  03 

Propagation,  dcc^offood-flshes 5^090  99 

Collecting  mining  and  other  statistics 90^800  00 

Patent-Office S14,999  98 

Miscellaneoos items 133,887  41 

Total  miscellaneous ......'     48,315^873  45 

INTXRIOR  DEPARTMINT. 

Indians $S.m558  17 

FMisions 928,897,395  69 

"  J'  

Total  Interior  Department 33^993^953  86 

laUTART  XaTABLUUMBRT. 

Pay  Department $19,660,499  86 

Commissary  Department S;  434, 190  98 

Quartermaster's  Department 19; 733^349  09 

Ordnance  Department 1,450,954  09 

Medical  Department 316,414  64 

MOItary  Academy 199,490  73 

Expenses  of  recruiting 66,956  79 

Contingencies 65,878  39 

Signal  Service 4«7,S3S  58 

BonnUea  to  soldiers 191,445  55 

Re-imbnrtlng  States  for  raising  volunteers 256^971  69 

Clainu  of  loyal  ettlxens  for  supplies 108,149  M 

Payments  under  relief  acta 3^048  04 

Forts  and  fortiiieatloBa 943^10  63 

Improvements  of  rivers  and  tiarborB..k 5,380^606  35 

Re-imbursing  Kentucky  fbr  expeoaes  in  suppressing  the  rebelUon 49;  19T  64 

Building  roads,  bridges,  ^ 315,179  74 

Washington  and  Oregon  volunteers  in  1855  and  1856 16,784  T6 

Horses  and  other  property  lost  in  sorvioe S9;8S3  46 

Support  of  Soldiers*  Home 177,005  91 

Miscellaneous 999^717  66 

Total  military  tstabUshment • ,'      38,010^838  64 

NAVAL  ESTABU9HMENT. 

Pay  and  con ti agencies  of  the  Navy $6^334,380  76 

Marine  Corps 900,080  79 

Navigation 494,855  63 

Ordnance 587,189  61 

Provisiona  and  clothing 1,478,319  89 

Medicine  and  surgery 109,984  00 

Equipment  and  recruiting 1,351,908  85 

Ccmstmction  and  repairs 3,875^801  56 

Steam-engineering 1,803;  876  88 

Yardsand  docks 9;987,393  37 

Paymenta  under  relief  arts : 61,978  77 

Obeervations  of  the  transit  of  Venus 16;  916  56 

Prize-money  to  captors 356,947  07 

Miscellaneous 69,566  87 

Totalnaval  eatablishment 18t96X308  89 

I5TEREST  ON  THE  rUBLIC  DEBT 100^81319171  23 

Total  net  ordinary  expenditures 998^498^^^  83 

Payment  of  Judgments  of  Court  of  Alabama  Claims 6^941,897  86 

Bedemption  of  the  public  debt* 81,889^964  90 

Total  net  disbursements 316;990;849  39 

balance  in  the  Treamry  June  30.  1876 191,807,739  30 

Total 438^798,98169 
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Tablf.  C. — Acfrwraf  o/  Ihe  ndempikm  amd  ia$me  of  1oan$  and  TVeMHrjf-iiofct  (bg  warraMii'i 

for  the  fitcal  year  ended  June  30,  1876. 


Ourartrr  of  kMa& 

!■*  ■mity  liock.  art  of  Septom- 

■     IMA 

Vmm^  Itati,  met  a  Jnam  U. 
TiiMWj  ■iiii  •€  Mil.  act 

1^98 

of  March 

OK  4MU»i  DOt««,    ftCtt    of 

till.  A«fwt  a^  1961.  asd 

n  1"* 

Jnly  17. 
Fobraary 

i«i 

liiftka  of  IMl.  act  of  Joly  17, 

Vmnk-ttm^m  wmm^  arts  of  Fohvaarr 
&l«i;  J^J  H.  IM^  Jaaaary  17. 

mkmiUutkXl9a 

r.  acta  <if  Joly  17. 
S,  ifiCH  aad  Jooo  90, 


of  100,  aet  of  Fobraary 
' '  of  'iiix  att'  of*  March' 


X  liCI 
Two-vow  aocca  of  IMS.  act  of  March 

3L  liD 

act  of  March  9^  1083, 

S 

-Itfrwt  aot— .  acta  of  March 

]ll«lkaa4Jno30.1BM 

■  ■— ifciff#n  of  ItM  aad  IMS.  acti  of 

JoM  m  IMl.  ani  Marah  a,  1865 

of  Mmh.  IMI,  aet  of 

ia.iaM 

af  JMik  1861,  act  of 


of  lifi,  act  of  March  3, 


af  IMBL  art  of  March  3. 18e. . . 
lof  taiifcliJaiMof  I07QL 

of  Jaly«.lflD 

riiiii  loaa  of  l«l.  acu  of  Jaly  1«. 

U0i^  aad  JoMMrytOL  1871 

CortMaaira  of  dr^MM.  art  of  Jnao  8. 


'    Redemptions. 


$151.000  00 
9.000  00 

90  00 


Imbm. 


Exceoi  of  re*  , 

dempUoiu. 


3^190  00 
50  00 


97. 177.  OM  00     |»1. 177.756  00 


36.058,738  80 

61.946.730  00 

5^090  00 

3,650  00 


28,373,900  00 


83,73i,00000  I    9^818.10000 


38,830  00  I. 
13.000  00    . 

Maooooo  . 

5<,  183,100  00  -. 


1,788,980  00 
200  00 

676,000  00 


I 


or 

af 


101,553,050  00 


I 
108,303^000  00  1    88.730,00000 


4i9|,9t5,?lf  80  !  307.455.808  00 


chargod 


$151,000  00 
9,000  00 

50  00 


3,190  08 
50  00 


I 


7. 682;  898  80 

64.948,730  00 

5,080  00 

3,650  00 


38,630  00 

13,000  80 

»4C^800  00 

56,198,100  08 

1,781^988  00 
988  08 

678^088  08 


85,5AttB08 


163,  air.  814  80 


163^387,814  60 
111,4381150  00 


51.889.484  80 


af  ^ 


1(^888^100  00 


MM,  SOL  MB  80 


111,498,190  00 


V.-^Stmiememi  0/  ike  net  reeeipU  and  dUbnnemtenh  (by  warrants)  for  tko  quarter 

ended  ikptember  liO,  lifs6. 


REcnm. 


$37. 

29. 


drpoaitii  Slc.,  of  aatlooal  b«nk«.. 
by  PaciOe  Rail  way  Cooipaaiet. 

lad  forfritam  

palrac.  hooMrt«ad  aad  laod  ter^ 

of  GovonMMOt  proprrty 


oa  aalniof  rohi. 


554.796  S3 
252.0Q3IQ 
813,336  37 
534.707  67 
97.909  50 
17.605  37 
4A664  73 
171.675  36 
123.  ueu  16 
119.516  96 
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Tadle  D.^Slatement  of  the  net  ncdpU  and  diiburBemeni8f  ^c— Continaed. 

« 

DUBURSEIIXKTS. 

Castomf 13,789^366  01 

Internal  revenno 1,044,087  00 

Diplomatie  •ciTice 406,150  87 

JadicUry 635^965  5.1 

Interior,  (civil) 994,997  33 

Troararr  proper • 6^  746,965  77 

Qoartorfy  nalnriei lM,0e6  65 

Total  drU  and  mUeeUaceoof 15^937,908  41 

Indians 1,434,765  93 

PenAloQi 6, 389;  357  96 

Military  cttabliibment 9,715^661  35 

Naval  ettabllihmMit 6,174,353  96 

Intereii  on  the  public  debt 37,107,550  63 

Total  net  ordinary  difbanementt 78,731,899  96 

Pa}rnMot  of  Jadinnenti  of  court  of  Alabama  claimi , 9;3S3;634  91 

Redemption  of  tba  poblio  dabt 3^618,648  77 

Bolanco  in  the  Treasury  Septembor  30, 1870 119,807,886  06 

Total ig7,3ei,.7QS33 


Table  E.Stalcmcnt  of  the  redemption  and  is^ue  of  loans  and  Treaswjf  notes  (by  wmrants) 

for  the  quarter  ended  SepteoUter  30, 187a 


Cbaracttr  of  loans. 


Old  demand  noiefl 

I.<egal-teDder  notei 

Fraetkmal  enrrenoy 

One^year  notes  of  1883 

Two-year  notes  of  1863 

Coin-oertifloates 

Componnd'interest  notes 

Seven-tbirdes  of  1864  and  1865.. 

Flvo-twantias  of  1802 

Funded  loan  of  1881 

Certiflcates  of  deposit 

Five-twenties  of  if arcb,  \S6i  ... 

Five-twenties  of  June.  18G4 

Five-twenties  of  1865 


•Total. 


Kxcesi  of  red^mptlonN. 
Lxceisof  issues 


Net  excess  of  redemptions. 


Redemptions. 


17, 


1135  00 

096.01100 

588,179  77 

1,430  00 

800  00 

251,600  00 

9,160  00 

S,  000  00 

167,500  00 


5. 


095.000  00 

6,000  00 

917.550  00 

5D.450  00 


37.134,865  77 


Issues. 


115^758.407  00 


10, 348, 100  00 


034,630  00 
6,775.000  00 


33,510.217  UO 


Excess  of  re- 
demptions. 


1185  00 
1.977.544  00 
4,588,179  77 

1,430  00 
800  00 


9,160  00 

9.000  00 

167,500  00 


6.000  00 

017,550  00 

50,450  00 


7. 089, 796  77 


7.0891,796  77 
3,411,150  00 


3^618.648  77 


11,096,500  00 


>•••  ••••••••« 


634.650  00 
1,680  000  00 


3»  411, 130  00 
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r>BU  r.—m»t»mi»t  ^  •uUtMMJims  wrimtiiml  ^  OttpabJU  iM^Ut  Vnilid  Stain  on  Ue 
M  ^  Jwff  M'  MC*  imr  /rM  1791  M  1843,  iRdM<i«,  Md  an  (iie  l«r  of  Juty  </  <«ct 
fMT  >iM  18U  to  1976.  FariwiM. 


iM-VTm tn.ia,<}sa 


IT,  CM.  «•  30 

N.(aikWTTa 

as,  MIL  «T  ST 

w,Ka.«ao  IS  I 

m.XH.«UT4 


•uais.u«  ij 


ne:3.ftTiM 

M.Mi.TnTI 

Bi.na,439Yi 

■I,OM,«M» 

n.«7.»Tw 
to.  Ml.  use 

Xl.l£l,l9ia 

i.ooi.oe  se 


3,sT3.3am 


ai.Mi.uiM 

1S,»Q.10>II7 


M.SCt.M7U 
BM,t7^41Sl> 

i.ii».7J!.iseaj 

-l.aRSN,S)IJft 


&SQ^ 


4«l  or  Iba  pablK- debt  •»  iKldd^  tb*  «r1UcMM«r 

■  Ml—  ji—  »i  <■■>>.  _i«uiixKi«t  of  Jaa*  A  lt73,*moiiBtl*(<'|3l,T3a<iaa^lBl8ni 

>  in«  1  •a.lU.OGA  lB)n3.aDdl3:.SIIlLflOC^JBl6Ji<.l«r*lildiiLk*uiiHnlaUBlW4auM» 

I  THMury  for  Ibalt  ndnnptloa.  ud  nMed  (a  Aa  «4  balm*  !■  lb* 

BU:tr  ol  aaauti.  m  InaUd  u  a  put  uf  lb*  fabUs  d*bt.  bal,  b*l*r 

II  br  tbiir  th1>«#B«i.  Ibagld  proptrlj  Im  dcdir  Bd  fim.lba.priDrip^aCJba 

^  Iktpriacifml  of  Ike  pailia  dtbl.iaeladiKj  aecriud  ittii-nt  Oitnmi.Jeu  euk  U 
Uc  lit  dmif  ef  Jatf  of  tack  yrar,  from  Julg  1.  ItW,  to  Jafy  1,  187C, 


M^filrf  fnm  Ot  fuUM 


■j,xa,n\.m±ti 


UIG.;Dri  £1  I0E,9IT,9CI  (C 

...Tiai-i3  IT  I  io3,4;u;rM  n 

*i,3S6.«ai  N  .  I«I.IW,KH  U 

;    w|eiriu>i  l^>  I4-j.'M3!-'«1  Kt 


b.  n™.^.  , 


■-MtT.M8.7IJ  6T 


?csr. 


'«I.1ur£i>|J 


I,  Itnv.  d.»cla4  IbM 
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TABLES  ACCOMPANYING  THE  REPO] 

Tauli:  A.-^Slatcmcnt  of  (he  net  xcc€lj}is  (by  warranlfi)  duHnn  (lie  Jidcal  year  end 

187U. 

CUSTOMS. 

Quarter  ended  September  33, 1675 , 941,233,  A3G  2.'* 

Quarter  ended  December  31. 1873 33,9C7,93t  TV 

Quarter  ended  March  31.  1876 3(),2e9,535  O-J 

Quarter  ended  June  30, 187G 33.300.a91  ixi 

$UI 

SALES  or  ruDUc  lands. 

Quarter  ended  September  30, 1875 $306,641  73 

Quarter  ended  December  31,  1873 S95»906  78 

Quarter  ended  Mareli  31, 1876 944,709  54 

Quarter  ended  Juno  30, 187G 990,906  90 

1 

I5TB11XAL  REVSKUB. 

Quarter  ended  September  30. 1875 $ae,199,7S3  SU 

Quarter  ended  December  31.  1873 29,856,009  6^ 

Qovter  ended  March  31. 187G S»,69Q,199  95 

Quarter  ended  June  30, 1876 33, 489;  796  93 

Ut 

DIRECT  TAX. 

Quarter  ended  September  30,  1^73 .' 

Quarter  ended  December  31.  1873 |10.347  5.') 

Quarter  ended  March  31.  l^G S.I96  4ft 

Quarter  ended  June  30, 1876 81.834  TJ 

TAX  OX  CIRCULATION,  DEPOSITS,  ETC.,  OF  NATIONAL  BANKS. 

Qnartermidcd  September 30, 1873 $3,606,033  83 

Qunrter  endrd  Deceml>er  :il.  1873 30.603  9S 

Quarter  ended  March  31, 187fi 3,637,796  30 

Quarter  ended  June  30, 1876 :f4,136  98 

^'  ■    ■  7.; 

RErATMKNT  OF  INTEREST  OY  FACIFIC  RAILROAD  COMPAMES. 

Quarter  ended  September  30, 1873^.# $:MC,2IS  87 

Quacter  ended  December  31,  1873 ^ , S?;!,40CI  w 

Quarter  ended  March  .-g.  1h7U !IS,OAS  CO 

Quarter  ended  June  30,  lb7G 71,478  6!) 

CUSTOMS  FINES,  PENALTIES,  AND  FORFEITURES. 

Quarter  ended  Sepieuibor  30,  1K73 lU^..^^!  73 

Quarter  ended  December  31,  lfir73 (M,)i88  :a 

Quarter  ended  March  31.  1876 51,337  7(J 

Quarter  ended  June  30,  1876 37.649  9( 

it 

FEES-CONSULAR,  LETTEP^S- PATENT.  AND  LAND. 

Quarter  ended  September  30, 1875 $310,4^7  IP 

Quarter  ended  Deoember  31, 1873 36:1,131  f'* 

Quarter  ended  Bfarch  31, 1876 469,633  4<i 

Quarter  ended  June  30,  1876 631068  48 

PROCEEDS  OF  SALES  OF  OOVSRNXENT  PUOPBRTT. 

Quarter  ended  September  30.  1873 $305,330  60 

Quarter  ended  December  31. 1873 1,156,00  74 

Quarter  ended  March  31, 1876 333.039  fiO 

Quarter  ended  June  30^  1876 , 130,04100 

— — —         I.K". 
PREMIUM  ON  SALES  OF  COIN. 

Quarter  ended  September  30, 1873 $S.IG0,S73  47 

QuarterendedDecember  31, 1873 ].3d3,573S> 

Quarter  ended  March  31,  1876 101,031 10 

Quarter  ended  Jnae  30, 1876....;. «. 138.665  W 

a,  7:j, 

lOSCILLlNSOUS  SOURCES. 

Quarter  ended  September  30, 1679 $1,691,13195 

Quarter  ended  Deeenber  31, 1873 996,180  39 

Quarter  ended  March  31, 1676 1,440.178  51 

Quarter  ended  Jnne  30, 1876.... l,68!i,473  93 

5.«9. 

Total  ordinary  reoejnis,  eiclailn  of  loons : S^.ltfA 

l>rooeedsof  $5,883,000  bonds  of  1881,  (Otttvra  award) 0,613, 

Total  net  receipts S94,0H.^ 

Balance  In  Tretsoty  Jane  30, 1875 144. 7a>, 

ToUl • "ttTTiv.; 
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Taaix  B.'-Stakwuni  of  the  net  dlBbur8(meiU$  (hif  vsmrranU)  during  the  /tooal  year  ended 

June  30, 1876. 


dm. 

$5^471.519  06 

ExMOttw fs 730,067  35 

, 3,389,930  18 

of  TcRilorfei 374,060  47 

.J 3S8,9M  81 

P«blielnd-offl«M 026,080  13 

iMpMttoncf  ■CMiD.Temla 222,154  88 

MiBt nd Mny-offleM 137,894  5S 

Total dTll $17,832,848  83 

rOBnOli  INTESC0U1U& 

DiploowUe  nlarlM $373,130  00 

GowatarnlariM 408,168  88 

OoatfacaoeiMoC  ooonlatM 141,101  67 

Battaf  nd  protaetloa  of  American  Mameo 46,743  34 

AoMrleaifc omumb  from  athi|iwreck 8;900  00 

•sdMezieanClaimiCommlaiioii... 31,708  24 

■ad  Spaaith Claims  CommlHioii 15^823  93 

CaataBa CommlMlon llSkOlS  03 

ExpoaltioBatVlenia 8,73103 

Smrw9j9i  booadaiy  botweon  United  Strntea  and  Biltiih  poHemlooi  .^.. .. .  33»  100  00 

PriaoM  tor  American  oonTJcti 17,344  88 

OoBtlBfliBt  and ffliieallanaoiia 139,807  84 

Total  toftignlatercowie A..?,..:       1,416^898  00 

MISCKLtAKlOUS.  *l 

Sftol  trtabltohMDnt $1,390,967  29 

118,980  51 

857,100  96 

It 1,801,779  85 

■ndnpalnof  Ught-hooaM 1.101,513  12 

leseeiBof  depoailafornnaaeertafaied  datlei ^••.••.  1,919^080  03 

839^788  87 

98,076  08 

238.895  01 

conii-lioiiieai  poat'Officef,  Ac. .....••. ......••...•. ..•••••  4,080^607  33 

rniBltefe,  fbal,  Ac  for  ^ablle  buUdlnet  under  Treamry  Department. ....  964, 448  90 

1  in  earn  fatkm  of  pnbUebnUdlngfandar  the  Treawury  Department.  901,839  96 

BBfloma*roTenaa 6.704,808  09 

anddrawbaekanndercurtomalnwa 3,857,440  43 

MMlao-boBltalealnblUbment 438,668  65 

OoMPenaallon  In  Men  of  moietlea 60^448  38 

and  ooUeetlnf  Intenial  reTenae 3,942,613  73 

oftntemal'roTonoelnwi 81s  206  00 

rae  ftampa,  paper,  and  dlea ^ •  481,925  32 

dntiei erroneonnly  or  Illegally  ooUeeted 713.975  54 

anowanceaaaddrawbacka..... 29,958  81 

It edawipt^Mi of  Jntetnal-rBTenno  itampg 19,968  85 

575^000  00 

linrevennoof  Poat-Offlee  Department • 4,517,540  38 

ef  proeeeda  of  captured  and  abandoned  property 1,(198,636  81 

aatioBal  loonaalarlea 539,189  50 

ExpeMea intending  natlanaldabt 708,353  15 

319,172  81 

J eoanterfelsittg  and  fraud 113,985  28 

ifOBt  cKpenaea,  Independent  Treagniy 17,704  40 

tbnUlnga  and  grounds  in  Washington 093,490  81 

'  repairs  of  the  Capitol r»l,500  00 

and  grading  of  Capitol  grounds 219,999  83 

StaK  War,  and  Nary  Department  building 680^917  67 

laelttnte  for  Deaf  and  Dumb 88,000  00 

({Ofvamment Hospital  for  the  Insane 175,379  38 

Charitable  InsUtntioos  in  Washington 137,797  96 

Maliopolltaaptrilce 805.233  61 

Itapport  and  treatment  of  traasieot  paupers... 15.000  00 

Surrey  of  pobUo  lands 1,142.019  23 

ItspajTaiauis for laada  erroneously  aold 3B.S99  65 

Ftfapsreentflmd,  Ac.,  to  States 7,628  25 

EzpenaBS  of  the  e1|^th  and  ninth  oensusea 5,575  80 

taTerrtlortes 1,67105 

I  under  relief  acts 51.760  44 

of  board  of  health  of  District  of  Cohunbia 36^117  50 

I  into  eanaes  of  steam-boiler  explosions 2S;000  00 

_  proceeds  of  cotton  selaed 81.644  36 

Claims  Commission 50,800  00 

of  national  earrsncy 129.985  S6 

1,150.190  36 

of  Otetrlct  of  Columbia 935,973  78 

6  Ab 
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Iiit«reft(m3«'SboDdf  of  District  of  Colambi« $02,945  38 

ExpoDiM  of  Bareaa  of  EngrmTliig  and  Printing i,Ml,0(M  76 

PorelMM  and  management  of  LoQiiTlUe  and  Portland  Canal 408,100  00 

Vanlta,  nfaf,  and  locks  for  pabUe  boUdlngf 88,335  53 

SmltbaoBlan InitltQtion 71,560  00 

Indemnity  for  flwamp^laadi 97,980  07 

lataraatlonal exhlbllUm 1,690, «5  30 

Department  of  Agriealtnre 113,171  07 

FeeeofinperTieonofeleetioni 12^180  03 

Propagation,  4ce., of  food*fiibee 50,090  99 

Coueeting  mining  and  other  ttatletlee 96^500  00 

PateniOaoe.:....; 214,099  90 

iiitema 133,897  41 


'       Total  miioellanaotti • ....'      A8, 

WTKRIOR  DKPABTinirr. 

Indiana $5.96^558  17 

PUfltoof 88,987,399  09 

i 
Total  Interior  Department ••      33, '4 

nUTART  Xa7ABU8HXEirT. 

Pay  Department 119;  860^  498  88 

CommiMxy  Department 8,494,^90  23 

Qnartermasler'i  Department 19;733;349  09 

Ordnance Departmeni 1,450.954  09 

Medical  Department 318,414  84 

Mmiary  Academy 129,490  73 

Expenaea  of  recruiting 88,998  79 

Oontingendea 65,878  39 

Signal  Senrloe 497,835  58 

Boontieatowldlert 191.445  53 

Bo-imboning  Statce for  railing Tolantcen 99i^9Tl  89 

GOalmi  of  loyal  dtiaeBiforiappliee 108,149  93 

Paymenta  nnderreUef  acta 3^048  84 

Porta  and  fortifleatlona 943,10  83 

Improremento of  rlTen  andbarborB..k 5,380^005  39 

Bo-lmborring  Kentucky  fbr  ezpeneee  in  eappreming  the  rebelUoa 49,  ]9T  84 

BnUdiag  toads,  bridgvi,  &c 315.179  74 

Waehlngton  and  Or^on  Tolnnteera  in  1655  and  1868 18,734  78 

Honee  and  other  properly  lost  in  ■onrioe 39;8S3  48 

Sapport  of  Soldleri*  Home 177,005  91 

MliceUaneona 989^717  06 

Total  militaiy  ectabUehment .'     39, 0^ 

19AVAL  ESTABUSHHBNT. 

Pay  and  contingeneiec  of  the  NaTy •...  |fl^334,990T8 

Marine  Corpfl 980,000  79 

Narigation 494.595  03 

Ordnance 537,199  61 

ProTiiionf  and  eloihing 1,478.319  80 

Medicine  and  lorgery ••  109, 8M  09 

Equipment  and  recmltlag • 1,351,190  59 

Conatnietion  and  repain 3,879,801  56 

Steam-englneertBg l,8Q6i;8T6  88 

Yardf  and  docka 9,937,383  37 

PaymenU  nnder  relief  acta .- 8l,9f9  77 

Obcenrationeof  the  transit  of  Venae 18,916  58 

Priae*money  to  captors 398,917  07 

Misceilaneoos 89,860  57 

Totalnaval  eatabUshment 18,'J63, 

W7IRUT  ONTUBPUBUC  DEBT 100,313. 

Total  net  or^Jsary  ezpenditores 399,489, 

Ptymcnt  of  Jadgmenta  of  Court  of  Alabama  Claims 8,Mt,: 

Bcd^mption  of  the  pnbUc  debt. 8l,MrJj 

Total  net  dlsbarssBento 316,990,.' 

lyjanoa  ia  the  Treaiary  Jane  30, 1876 121.807.1 

Totd "UtW^J 
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Tabu:  C, —Statement  of  the  redemption  and  issue  of  loans  and  TYeasurtf-notes  (hy  warrants) 

for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1876. 


Cbaracter  of  loans. 


Tfxan  iiMl«»mDitj  itook,  act  of  Septem- 
ber 9,  1850 

Louof  lese.  ftctof  Jane  14.  1856 

Treaanrr-noter  of  1861,  set  of  March 

2,  l«l 

Old  demaal  notes,  acts  of  July  17, 

1861.  Aagust  5,  1861.  and  Febraaiy 
19,186* 

Seventbfatles  of  1861,  aef  of  July  17, 

laci 

Legal-lender  note*,  acts  of  Febmary 
dS,  1M».  Jn\j  11.  laSfS,  January  17. 
1863.  and  March  3.  1863 

Fractional  earrency,  acts  of  July  17, 

1862.  Mar«h  3,  1863,  and  June  30. 
186« 

FlTe-lwentles  of  1863,  act  of  February 

85,186 

One-year  notes  of  1863,  act  of  March 

3,  1863 

Two-year  notes  of  1863,  act  of  March 

3.  1663 

Cote-««rtlftcates,  act  of  March  X  1863, 

met  lorn  5 • ....-, 

Compoond-lnterest  notes,  acts  of  March 

3, 1863^  and  Jane  30, 1861 

BevM-thirties  of  1864  and  186S.  acts  of 

JoM  301 1864.  and  MaMh  3, 1865 

Fiva-iwesties  of  March,  1864,  aet  of 

March  3. 1864 

Flva-twealice    of  Jane.  1864,  act  of 

jrme3QL  1861 
FiT»-iweaUea  of 'l665,'act'of 'iurdlibV 


Oonaols  of  1868,  act  of  March  3, 1865.... 
Carttteatesof  indebtedness  of  1870;  aet 

•f  Jaly8,1870 

Funded  lean  of  1881,  aeU  of  July  14, 

18?C^  and  Jaanary  60, 1671 

CertUipates  of  deposit,  aet  of  Jane  8, 


Talal. 


Ex 
Ex 


of  redenptlons 
•f  issues 


Net  excess  of  redeaaptkoas,  changed 
la  rseeipts  and  expendltares 


Redemptions. 


$151.000  00 
9,000  00 

50  00 


3.190  00 
50  00 

97.177,054  00 

36,058,728  80 

64.946,750  00 

5^090  00 

3,650  00 

83)734,000  00 

38,630  00 

13,000  00 

940.600  00 

56^199,100  00 

1,789,850  00 
900  00 

678,000  00 


108.303^000  00 


449,34S»S79  80 


luroes. 


191,177,758  00 


28,375)900  00 


90^619,100  00 


101.553,050  00 
88,730,000  00 


397,455,808  00 


Excess  of  re* 
demptlons. 


$151,000  00 
9,000  00 

50  00 


3,190  06 
50  00 

S,966Ctt6  00 

7,682;8S8  80 

64.946,750  00 

5)000  00 

3,650  00 


Excess   of  Is- 


38,630  00 

13.000  60 

940,600  00 

56)19^100  00 

1. 


00 
908  00 

678,000  00 


25^579^000  06 


163,30,614  80 


163^397,614  80 
111,4381150  00 


51, 


80 


$6,888^100  00 


104, 591^960  00 


111,498,150  00 


Table  D.-^Statemtnt  of  the  net  receipts  and  dishnrsewkents  (by  warrants)  for  ike  quarter 

ended  September  30, 1876. 

RXCEIPT8. 

Customs $37,554.728  53 

Salesof  pubUelands 933,005(0 

Internal  rerenue 28,813,336  37 

Tax  on  drcttlatloo,  deposits,  Ac.,  of  national  banks 3,534,707  87 

Repayment  of  Interest  by  Pacific  Railway  Companies 97,908  59 

Caatoms  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures 17,605  37 

Consalar.  letten-patent«  homestead  and  land  fees 435,684  75 

Proeeedaof  fales  of  QoTemment  property 171.875  36 

Miseettaaeous 2,123.000  16 

Prsmiom  on  sales  of  coin 119,518  96 

Total  net  ordinary  receipts 73,110,984  49 

Proceedsof  bondsof  J881  (OeneTa  award) 2,403;  449  53 

ToUl  net  receipts 75,513,970  03 

In  Treasury  June  30, 1876 121,807,733  .10 

T«tal „ , , 197.321.702  39 
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Table  D.Siatement  of  the  net  m^pU  and  di$bnnemeni8f  ^c— Contiuuei 

DUBURSmiKTS. 

laternml  rerenne 1. 

DIplooMtle  Mrrice ••. 

Jndictenr 

Interior,  (civil) 

Trounrr proper ,.•....• •••....  6, 

Qnanariy  ■alariet 

TotAlelTD  and  mifoellAceoiu ■  la. 

Indiaai 1, 

Peuloos 6,1 

If  lUtnry  cftablltbment 9, 

Nnval  aitnMtihmeot 6. 

Interett  on  tbe  public  debt 37, 1 

Totiii  net  ordinary  dlibanementt 78,  < 

PaTUMBt  of  Jadffmantf  of  court  of  Alabama  claims , 3.  J 

Redemption  of  tbapoblle  debt 3,< 

Balance  in  tbe  Treasury  September  30, 1870 112,  j 

Totd iy7,3 


Tabus  E.^Statcment  of  the  redemption  and  is^ueof  loans  and  H-eaiury  notee  {h^  tn 

for  the  quarter  ended  S^teoiber  30, 1876. 


Cbaraeter  ol  loam. 


Old  demand  notes 

Legal'tender  notes 

FraeUooal  enmnej 

One*year  notes  of  18fD 

Two-yearnotes  of  1863.... 

Gola-oertifloates 

Compoond-lnterest  notes 

SeTeo-thlrUes  of  1864  and  1863.. 

FlTa-twenties  of  1868 

Funded  loan  of  1881 

Gertifleates  of  deposit 

Five-twenties  of  March,  1864  ... 

Five-twsotlea  of  June,  1864 

Five-twenties  of  1865 


Total. 


Kxcesi  of  redemptions. 
lUcessof  issues 


Ket  excess  of  redemptions. 


Redemptions, 


17. 


•. 


1135  00 

a)6.t)iioo 

588,179  77 

1,430  00 

800  00 

351,600  00 
9,160  00 
2,000  00 

167,900  00 


005.000  00 

6,000  00 

017,590  00 

59,490  00 


37,134,865  77 


Issues. 


115,758.467  00 


10, 348, 100  00 


634,650  00 
6,775,000  00 


33,516,317  UO 


Excess  of  re* 
demptions. 


1185  00 
1.977,544  00 
4,588.179  77 

1.430  00 
800  00 


9,160  00 

9,000  00 

167.900  00 


6,000  00 

917.590  00 

99,490  00 


7,0S!».796  77 


7.089.796  77 
3,411,190  00 


:W616.648  77 


Exci 


•l.« 
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3.41 
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lot  of  Janiuiry  of  OAofc  > 

yew  from  1B44  Is  lB76,iiui(Nnre. 


),  iitetMJfe,  o»A  an  tkt  I«(  q/*  July  t^f  a 


Y«,. 

Anonk 

y,«. 

Am«»L 

1191 

«73.401,470  99 

8(^38^034  04 
18.417,404  77 
80,741,987  39 
83,10^179  07 
B1.0Si119  33 

8^71^633  99 
69.1US.317B1 

ST^t^iMOe 

Wt  01^  387  70 
49.109.737  90 

sssss 

iaa.491,109 10 

111^468,033  83 
13.939,048  98 
I>iNOI^900  15 
89,  »7. 497  60 
93,940.010  98 

SffiS!! 

73,987.39190 
8T,41^0<3gT 

39,  113, 191  08 
91.30,939  18 

4,76H083(D 

137,733  09 

:;|t»i|mw 

;?Ss?s 

i:g^^ 

iiiJais 

1869 

1880 

)««7 

IS::::::.:::::::;::::::: 
S:::;:::::::::::::::::: 

t';;iss 

IBJl 

gS- ::; 

ontMuidlBf  pflDclpkl  of  tbs  i 


nODIlta  187;:  138.41! 

wn  M  IpKlal  dapoM  lo  tbs  Ticuury  fu  Ibdr  ndnnpUaD.  mud  ■ddsd  In 
iT^HOiy.    I^H*  CtfMu4«4,  H  ft  mftl'.er  of  mounuili,  ■!«  tnaWd  u  a  pArt  of  1h«  puoiHi  atot,  dqi,  iHiDf 
•OkMbrBMci  h*Uu  dapodt  tSr  tbilr  rsdoti^noii,  Ihgnld  pnpailT  Im  JedncBd  fnmi.thi.pTlaclptlDfJhs 
P«U)a4tbtlaB>UiiCHimpftTlBawltbtaraiuycftn.  •■'-•'  ••■        i"*-w 

SMfmnttf  A«pri>eipal  o/  tto  puHie  dabl, including  oarvtA  itiUttl  liertov,  Jeu  oatk  in 
Ot   Tnmtj,  on  At  1*1  ddji  of  Jnlg  of  eoA  ^tar,  from  Jnlg  ] .  ISUO,  to  Jalg  1,  1970, 


Tw. 

»-^-«- 

AeernMl  IbUc- 

Cub    )d     the 

iJt™™^!', 

•ft  SOT.  122,983  77 
-1001,075.197  83 
!1 333. 911,333  39 
!t  953, 331,  338  78 
!M34.48S,993!» 
^£31^408  4.1 

9:33a:i»4:93i » 

3^180,395,007  19 

147,447,310  79 

9a 001,530  39 
4!iO3fl.708  93 

491336.633  83 
X.^(^1  47 
38.047,550  19 

38. 514, 004  31 

nsa,  107,813  SB 
l£^  914  084  01 

man;  163  00 

10X470.708  43 
1»,  030,  933  43 

14:i!ll3:301  83 
1  IB.  4W,  7*6  10 

9,99%03a834»a 
9.111,180,343  09 
9.147,818.113  97 
9. 143,  MB;  141  10 
3;  19(^088.730  31 

-ii»ni  iH »  .  .  ,  

(h*artKlp>lof  tbadtUJoIr  I.  1809,  and  J11I7  1,1810,  TUidlffcnan  li«xplal»d  tliiu:  In  Ihe  priDcipil 
ef  fta  Oabt  aa  ibem  br  Iho  Doattily  dablilininciilaiif  IboHdaua  tha  bondipDrchaiml  foTttaa  iliiUnt'InDd 
maitruliilvtnmaBBtjla\b»Tmiarj.  irmlselDdrdiuftpiinof  thaoBdluHUDiiUbt.  aiiil  wan alao inftlml 
I*  Ik*  c«b  M  ft  Mati  liFm.  aruHt,  for  iba  r»WB  tbalat  (batllcaBlbanwianoaBUiaiily  of  Jitr  forOadncllDf 
IbtafrgmlhaomaUBdlBi  dtbt.  Coagnm.  hj  Iht  >UIb  iselUn  of  tba  arl  of  Jnlf  14.  1870,  dlraelad  Ibat 
tbaa*  iMBdt  ibaaM  Im  «d»M  and  cleiln>7w]  ud  dednetad  rram  tba  ftmonDt  ol  aocb  data  gf  lb*  out- 
■uadlBC  dabl  III  wbicb  Ibay  raaptcllTCly  b«lon(^.  ud  locli  dadnelkiiu  wero  acci>rdln(l/  madq.^  llie,bc>Dki 
•rfJbiJMpanBiat  aadJn.lb*  tibia. oI  IhadnLlla  lliiiumaal  np«il. 
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Table  G,— Slaf«iiciit  <if  Ike  ret>e^  of  U«  V»iteA  8Mt*  from  Jlfardk  4,  irn 


B«l*n»lDU» 

^ 

•tnumj  •! 

CniUimi. 

tntonul  ranaae. 

DlnetUi. 

PsbUc  lud«t 

Wi.t 

i 

BMBlOfyMT. 

|4, 39.  in  09 
3.443.070  83 

■ 

iJ 

■■■Ill 

iawCeia'ai' 

niw 

W.nSM 

6.sei.iffi9* 

475,889  60 

ii'Mi'Ii 

ee.tlM  44 

7.349,64}  S3 

575,191  13 

83,540  00 

me 

TlioelosivD 

044,337  03 

11.M3  11 

n.eio,wB3i 

D.0e0,B3IT3 

TTO!  136  11 

leoo 

V  'i'hi!  Bfl7  « 

■"i73i,'9a3'B7' 

113  75 

ISOl 

■j,-i3,31l  Be 

10.750,™  B3 

1,048!  033  43 

Vm3  38 

1(77.788  00 

I8M 

:',L^W,39IQ0 

18.139,  833  74 

0S1,B98B9 

806,505  44 

188.888  08 

IBV] 

:,.(fiO«»TC4 

10.479,417  61 

7l,BJ9»0 

163.070  89 

1804 

i..'»,81l«) 

I^0!)ft5«5  33 

3a!  911  >9 

00,1W41 

is7.5aa7» 

IBUS 

1. 137,095  86 

18,936,487  04 

81,  747  IS 

MmWBO 

leoG 

1. '<N.3B8  99 

14.  B?;.  096  17 

20,101  15 

BJ!763B6 

7*5,843  73 

lenr 

1  .'^meo 

11^843^391  61 

13,  051  40 

31,738  38 

18B.IB3»T 

IKM 

■.  .-43.8M0T 

iRsra^ssoag 

19!  159  SI 

647.930  00 

isra 

7.aa7,50«fti 

l!OTie9 

118,9SS33 

.ir^Blosa  vs 

e.  963, 309  31 

ifi!iiei« 

090,  348  B» 

1811 

u'.i.T«,!nBBT 

13, 313, 808  73 

!i!s95BS 

7,088  66 

1.040,837  33 

leifl 

,i,.'J)a,3tBBI) 

8,  t«,  777  53 

4,903  06 

710,487  78 

1813 

13,1!3i6a3  8S 

1,755  01 

3,805  58 

8J5,«5  14 

laii 

5,998,771108 

8,819.497  38 

1.W971   09 

181S 

7^sil^»4«8B 

4!  S78,  0»  07 

«,ias.6i^ii 

1.387,  MOM 

I8K 

^Oix.aaae» 

38,306,874  ea 

MIM,708  3! 

1,833,033  09 

t,'.i«i,sie  19 

IS.  £83,  348  48 

8.678,100  77 

1,831.187  « 

1!  991!  £96  06 

i4.'«a^4a3  48 

17.176^383  W 

955,870  80 

801,333  36 

8,60^5*4  77 

IBIfl 

l..7B.0»T* 

SO,  883,808  76 

sS^seses 

83^650  78 

3,WI.48S  78 

IBM 

'.'  >.;d.i)w  38 

15.005,618  15 

106,900  53 

31,586  88 

1,63^87161 

ini 

MN^MIRI 

88,087  63 

89,319  03 

J, 818,966  40 

r,BI>3M 

17.588!  761  M 

07,  nes  71 

l,B03,SaiM 

isa 

1,-37,  WW 

18,088.433  44 

34,848  17 

10!  337  71 

910,593  10 

IftN 

".IS^BNBI 

17,  me,  323  71 

31,663  37 

0,90196 

984,418  15 

l-JT.  1 

IBSS 

L'lU^aeiia 

30,088,713  15 

93,771  35 

^330  83 

1,916,090  6« 

18U 

■..  flTeso  « 

83.341,33177 

81389  90 

8,108  76 

1,39*785  09            -M.: 

lesT 

..,-j«,6Wia 

19. 718.193  89 

19,885  68 

9.086  90 

1,495,81526      i,3r:.1 

1898 

>.  '£8,»l]0 

83.805, 333  61 

8.918  81 

1,018.308  75 

.-,  '>TB,<3S  Bt 

£1.681,863  91 

11!  sot  74 

1,  517. 173  13 

IBM 

:,.^TMn 

91.988,391  39 

la!  ion  08 

ibIsboss 

8,39g,3H  11 

7:V  J 

.^■,n;5»7i 

fl(.  834,111  77 

10,506  01 

3,810.815  16 

88.1S5.837fi1 

^791  13 

9,693.38100 

1B33 

■'mh.tjtm 

89,038,508  81 

8.750  00 

381  19 

3,967,088  55 

IBM 

1I.T0B.BM31 

18,911,957  15 

1,190  09 

1.857.000  01 

-  >«(,BM  W 

19.381.310  SB 

10,459  48 

I.M3  33 

14,757.000  75 

:."    -.49,M3  BB 

93,109.910  53 

3)0  00 

7Sa79 

81,  Bn,  179  86 

8.1'i:..  •' 

H.-,re:43Boo 

11.189,990  39 

5.  493  SI 

1,687  70 

6,776.06  58 

1B38 

f^  m.atwsB 

16,158.800  36 

9,4S7  87 

3. 730.943  EC 

"•;'!''  ': 

18M 

:".-*!  IM  04 

83,  137,  881  Bl 

8.5533a 

7.»I,B76  40 

l!  1.  .31,  303  IK 

13,  49»,  5IS  17 

1.683  83 

IB41 

-.    63,163  40 

14,487:8.6  74 

.1,501  3« 

l,3«s:«37  4» 

1B« 

1- 1*1,111  on 

L"..CI.9}»44 

'SiSS 

>:,;  -1 

:>■.,  lB6,M4  74 

»:  183.570  04 

1059,93989 

1843 

..',  I94,!n4fll 

11,  388,  lis  70 
pli,7l8.«CTe7 

H517  18 
8,897  96 

8.u:7,088  3>l 

8.»4,ia(49 

1S43 

-,v  jn.vm  63 

;i75  00 

IMS 

L   1  .79.878  « 

3li  757^070  90 

375  OU 

a.:^.■H!wa56 

IMS 

.■       71,7.-U3I 

Sii 

).0™,!)3H» 
u!  338!  305  30 

■<  iri'   ?■: 

MiMlrjos 

47:33h;mo  ti3 

a,04:i,83uSB 

'■iu'li. 

43,  3%.  MM  11 

i^.vti.Msyi 

1,687,081  SI- 

SIkMI.MI  D!) 

64.881,  IBD  87 

8.170,7»IJJ 

BW 

18.  Wl.  ITS  41 

53.0*5.794  91 

11,197,049  07 

BM 

4T,Tn.0W  13 

01.08*863  50 

03.875,905  ra 

8, 917,  644  9J 
3,8W,4«I04 

MT 

4II.B«W,t-5SW 

11. 7(1..  080  »H 

3,  313,  715  87 

IBJU 

X\II3.3HW 

«!I,5G5,>M  3H 
S3.l»7,91l  B7 

1,756. 087  JU 
1,778,557  71 

iwiu 

3(I.W».S:IUW 

:«I..-|M8,185U1 

li70.o:<i51 

ao,!«i,P3iw 

19.056.397  88 

i.'maii'fj 

158.803  77 

■  Ml 

4E^WE^3M>; 

W.05B.B18  10 

■■■'37;oio;7HT'M 

1  IM.  103  61 

107.617  17 

IBM 

m,s!rx04o  is 

109. 74  UM  10 

'475,649  96 

30,;-.m:7i'. 

US3 

134. 4:0.131' 41 

84. 938.  800  bo 

J!09.161,ai5« 

l.B<*l..'.W10 

896.593  31 

ii.*t\.—- 
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30,  ld76»  hg  oaleftdar  fean  to  1843  and  h^fi$oal  years  {Mded  June  2Q)from  ihat  time. 


9 


DfrldcDdi. 


17fl. 

179S 

1793 

17W 

17» 


N«t  ordlDMy 
reedptfl. 


1800 

1^L> 

1K3< 

1«04, 

llWT. 

!*<« 
1809' 
1810' 
181l' 
1812* 
18131 
1814' 
1815! 
1816^ 
1617! 
1818 
1619' 
1^901 

lesi! 

lt«S3 
ItfM 
1625! 
IttSS 
18271 
163?: 

ite» 

leOO 
idSli 
1632 
1833 
1834' 

leasi 

liCKT 
1637*, 

1836'. 
It09,. 
1640'. 
1641. 
1643. 
1843. 
1844,. 
1645', 
1646, 
164T. 
164d. 

ie4». 

le':iO;. 
1651'. 

1653. 

Iffi4. 
16S3|. 
1630. 
18S7. 

16S6;. 

lffi». 

I6C0. 
1861'. 

ima. 
lasii. 


18.038  00 

38,500  00 

903^478  00! 

laoiooooo! 

10OLOQOOO 
60.961}  00 
^.990  00 
71,040  00 
71.040  00 
86,800  00 
39,900  00 


202.496  30 
965,000  00 
675.000  00 
1,000,000  00 
106.000  00^ 
297,500  00 
390,000  00, 
3SO.000OO 
367,500  00 
402.900  00 
490,000  00 
459^000  00 
490^000  00 
490.000  00 
490,000  00 
490.000  00 
474,965  00 
234,349  50 
506,460  62' 
29^674  C7 


IntoreBt 


lUcflptf  from 
Premhims.    lottos  and  Treos- 
luy -notes. 


14.409.951  19( 
3.669,960  31 
4. 652.923  14 
6,431,904  87 
6,114.534  50 
8.377.629  65 
8,666,780  99 
7.900^486  60 
7.M6,813  31 
10.848,740  10 
19;  935, 330  95 
14.995,793  95 
11,064.007  63 
11,89(^307  38 
13,960,693  90 
19^999.981  07 
16,398^919 
17.000,661  93 
7,773.473  12 
9,384.214  26 
14.422,634  09 
9.801.132  76 
14,340; 409  95 
11,161,625  16 
15,696,916  82 
47,676.965  66 
33,099,049  74 
21,969^171  04 
24,603,374  37 
17,840,689  55 
14, 573, 379  721 
20,232.427  94 
20.540,606  96 
19,361,212  79 
21,840,898  02 
25,260,434  21 
22.968,363  96 
94,763,629  23 
24,697,627  38 
24,844,116  51 
28,596.020  62 
31.867.450  66. 
33,946.426  35 
21.791,935  55 
35. 430;  067  lOl 
50.826.796  08 
24.994,153  04 
26,302.961  74 
31. 482;  749  61 
19,480,119  33 
16.860,160  97 
19,976,197  25 
8.231,001  96 
29.380,707  78 
29.970.105  80; 
29, 699, 967  74. 
26,467.403  16^ 
39,696,699  211 
30,721.077  50. 
43,  OWf.  (JOB  OH 
52.556.030  33 
49,846,815 
61.  .'167. 031 
73. 800, 341 
(3.350,574 
74.056,699 
68.969^312 
40.655,365 
92,777,107 
56,054,599 
41.476,299 
51,919,361 
112,094.945  51; 
243.412.971  90!. 
322,031,156  191, 

1, 1843,  to  JaM  30, 1643. 


14,800  00, 
42,600  00: 


78,675  00 


10,129  00 


300  00 

85  79 

11,541  74 

08.665  16 

267,619  14i 

412  62 


133;  107  64 
686  09 


40,000  00 


68,. 
40). 
68!. 
24. 
57, 
96,. 
92i. 
831 . 
49'. 


$361. 
5,102, 
1.797, 
4.007, 
3,396, 

320, 
70. 

900, 
5.000, 
1,965, 


Qross  recwipts. 


391  34 
498  45 
272  01 
960  78 
424  00 
000  00 
000  00 

uoooo 

000  00 
«9  94 


2,790,000  00 


12,837,900  00 

26, 184, 139  00 

23,377,826  00 

39,220.671  40 

9,425,084  91 

466,723  45 

8.353  00 

2,291  00 

3.000,824  13 

5,000,324  00 


5,000,000  00 
5,000,000  00 


71,700  83 
666  60, 


2,992,989  15 
12,716,820  86 

3,857,276  21 

5,589.547  51 
13,659.317  38 
14.808,735  64 
12.479.706  36 

1,877,181  35 


29,365  91   28,872,399  45 

37.060  00   21,256,700  00 

4OT.  065  48   2H,  .V58, 750  00 

10. 550  00    4, 045, 950  00 

4,264  92     203,400  00 

46,300  00 

22  50      16.350  00 

2,001  671 

800  00; 

200  00 

3.900  00 

23.717,300  00 

709, 357  72   28,267.500  00 

10.008  00"   20,770,800  00 

33,630  90   41,861,709  74 

68,400  00  529,692,460  50 

602, 345  44  776. 682, 361  r>7 

21, 174, 101  01  1, 126, 873, 945  36  1. 

11, 683, 446  89  1, 472, 224, 740  85'1, 


14,771,349 
8,772,458 
6,450.195 
9,439,655 
9,515.798 
8.740,329 
8.798,780 
8. 179, 170 
12,946,813 
12,413,978 
12, 945, 459 
14,995,793 
11.064,097 
11.826,307 
13.  .^60. 693 
15,559.931 
16.386.019 
17,060.661 
7, 773. 473 
12.134.214 
14.492.634 
92,639,092 
40,504,844 
34,590,536 
90,961.237 
57, 171. 421 
33,833,592 
21,993,936 
24,609,666 
20.881,493 
19,573,703 
20,332,427 
20,940,666 
24,381,212 
26,840.858 
29,260,434 
22,966.363 
24,763,629 
24,827,627 
24,844,116 
28.506,820 
31,867,490 
33,948,426 
21,791,939 
35, 430, 087 
50,826,796 
27, 947, 142 
39,019,382 
35, 340;  025 
25,069,662 
30,519,477 
34,784,932 
20,782,410 
31,198,555 
29. 970, 105 
29, 699, 967 
55.368,168 
56.992.479 
59,796.892 
47,649,388 
52,762,704 
49,893.1115 
61.603,404 
73,802,343 
65,351.374 
74,006,899 
es,  969, 212 
70,372,665 
81.773,965 
76.841,407 
83.371.640 
fitn.  680. 121 
889.379,652 
393,461,017 
805,939,345 


UnATttO 
abl^ 


53 
76 
15 
69 
59 
65 
99 
80 
31 
64 
99 
95 
63 
38 
20 
07 
26 
93 
12 
28 
09 
76 
95 
95 
60 
82 
33 
66 
37 
68 
72 
94 
96 
79 
08 
21 
96 
23 
38 
51 
82 
66 
25 
55 
10 
08 
19 
60 
82 
84 
65 
89 
45 
73 
80 
74 
52 
21 
98 
88 
25 
60 
18 
07 
68 
24 
57 
96 
64 
83 
13 
59 
52 
57 
93 


$1,889  50 


63,888^ 


1,496,782  93 
37,469  35 


11.188  00 


28,251  90 

'3o,'o66'o6 


103,301  37 


15,408  34 


11,110  81 
6,001  01 
9,210  40 
6;005U 
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iw,  KM,  oner 

177,  OM,  II*  SI 
Ue,OA  1*9  19 

i3«,at(£a)iss 

lT9;eM.0ei  39 


■an,  an;  Mew 


IU,Da^lS3  t3 

Il%»»,314  M 
109,«K7H  W 

iia,7Daimos 


17,7* 

ia.» 


"b3,"™"b6' 


iai,S67,aM  70 
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from  Afdrdk  4, 1789,  to  Jwm  30, 1816,  ^— Continnod. 


DiTidMdt. 


N«t    ordbutfy 
rrMipti. 


«31S,949,»4  38 


979,434,453  62 
357,in.S96  0g 
30^900,833  87 
974,431,104  94 
364.894,999  91 
39S,  177, 673  78 
999,941,000  84 
984.090,771  41 
99^006^964  70 


IntQFMt 


PipnbIbibi. 


$38;  083,055  60 
^787,330  35 


99,903,099  50 

13,755.491  19 

15,905^043  76 

8,803,839  95 

9, 419;  637  65 

11,560,530  89 

5^097,065  99 

3,979,979  00 

4,089,380  08 


Raeelpta  from 

loans  and  Tfw* 
»   nry-DOtM. 


1718,851.033  05  $1 
040,496,910  99 


035^111.433  90 
938,078.081  06 
985^474,490  00 
968,708.583  47 
305,047,054  00 
914,931,017  00 
439, 979;  535  46 
387,971,556  00 
307,455^808  00 


Oron  rpcelpti. 


1,970;  884, 173  It 
1,131, 060;  900  06 


1,030,749,816  09 
000,601,898  97 
096,790,973  03 
6S0.009;408  36 
679,153,991  50 
548,069,981  67 
744.951,991  58 
0751,971.007  10 
001,551,673  88 


able. 


$173,094  99 
791,897  93 


9;  075k  918  19 


*S;070  73 


*3.39ei8 

M8.938S5 

*3,047  80 

18;  001  40 


,790^138 


m/Kf 


693^191,093  98(483^394  45  908;  031, 184  39(8;  830, 319,  Oil  84 


1^604  857,343  87  3,061,806  53 


weofnd  Slid  ehMfid  to  hit  Meooat 
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Table  H,Statem(kt  of  the  expendituree  of  tk$  UniUd  8tate$  from  Mar^Ok  4,  17ci 


1791 

1799 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

1797 

1796 

1799 

1800 

1601 

180S 

1803 

1804 

1609 

•1606 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

1811 

1813 

1813 

1614 

1615 

1616 

1617 

1818 

1819 

18S0 

1891 

1899 

1833 

1894 

1835 

1896 

1897 

1826 

1639 

1630 

1831 

1833 

1833 

1634 

1835 

1836 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1643 

1643* 

1844 

1845 

1646 

1647 

1848 

1849 

1690 

1851 

1859 

I9!a 

1654 

1855 

1856 

1857 

1858 

1859 

1860 

1661 

18<U 

18tKl 

16C4 


$631^ 

1,100. 

1.130. 

2,639, 

9,480, 

1.360, 

1,089, 

9.009, 

9,466. 

2.660. 

1,672, 

1,170. 

893, 

875, 

712, 

1,834, 

1.988, 

2,900. 

3,345, 

3.294. 

2.033, 

11,817, 

19,693, 

30,390, 

14,794, 

16,019, 

8.004. 

5,<>33. 

6.506, 

2,630, 

4.461, 

3.111. 

3,096, 

3.340, 

3,630, 

3,943. 

3.948, 

4. 145. 

4.794, 

4.767, 

4,841, 

5,446, 

6,704. 

5,096, 

5,739. 

11,747. 

18.683, 

13,897, 

8.916, 

7,095, 

8,801. 

6,610. 

8,908. 

5.318. 

5,746, 

10,413. 

35.840, 

27,CH8. 

14,558. 

9,687, 

18, 161, 

8.531, 

9,910. 

11.733, 

14, 648. 

16,963. 

19,  ISO, 

35,679, 

33.154. 

16,472. 

23,001. 

389,173. 

603,314. 

aw.  391, 


804  09 

703  09 
949  08 
097  59 
910  13 
963  84 
403  46 
523  30 
946  96 
878  77 
944  06 
146  35 
055  85 
433  93 
781  38 
355  38 
685  91 

834  40 
773  17 

333  94 
828  19 
798  34 
013  03 
806  86 
294  32 
096  80 
336  53 
715  10 
300  37 
393  31 
391  78 
981  48 
924  43 
999  85 
914  18 
194  37 
977  88 
544  56 
991  07 
128  88 

835  55 
034  88 
019  10 
189  38 
156  89 
345  25 
730  80 
324  16 
995  80 
267  33 
610  34 
438  02 
671  95 
183  66 
391  28 
370  58 
090  33 

334  31 
473  26 
034  5H 
965  U 
506  19 
496  49 
282  87 
074  07 
160  51 
ISO  87 
121  63 
790  53 
902  ri 
530  67 
568  29 
411  &2 
048  G<; 


Katj. 


961.406  97 

410^569  03 

974,784  04 

303,631  89 

1,361,347  76 

fi.8S6,C8l  64 

3,448.716  03 

2,111,494  00 

915.561  67 
1.91^990  53 

1,189,833  75 

1,597,900  00 

1.649.641  44 

1,723.064  47 

1, 884. 067  80 

S,  437, 758  80 

1.654,344  20 

1.965.566  39 

3,999,365  15 

6.446,600  10 

7,311.390  60 

8,660.000  35 

3,908.278  30 

3,314,906  49 

3,953.695  00 

3,847,640  43 

4,387,990  00 

3.319,343  06 

3,834.458  98 

3.503.765  83 

2,904.581  56 

3,049,063  86 

4,318.902  45 

4,363.877  45 

3.918.786  44 

3,308,745  47 

3,339,428  63 

3,856.183  07 

3,956.370  39 

3,901.356  75 

3,956.260  42 

3,864.939  06 

5.807.718  23 

6, 646, 914  53 

6. 131, 560  53 

6, 182, 294  35 

6,113,896  89 

6. 001. 076  97 

•      8.397.343  95 

3.727,711  33 

6,498,199  11 

0.297,177  89 

6. 455. 013  92 

7, 900, 635  76 

9. 408. 476  02 

9.786.705  93 

7,904,724  en 

8,880.581  38 

H.  918. 843  10 

ll.OB7,789  53 

10. 790, 096  33 

13,327,095  11 

14.074,834  64 

12.651.694  61 

14. 05.').  264  64 

14.690,927  90 

11.514,649  8:1 

12, 387, 156  52 

42, 640, 353  09 

63.361.'.£i5  31 

85. 704, 963  74 

FttnaioiiB. 


$37,000  00 

13^646  85 

87,383  83 

13,043  46 

33,475  68 

113.663  98 

63,396  58 

16,470  09 

90^303  19 

31  23 

9,000  00 

04.000  00 

60,000  00 

116,500  00 

196.600  00 

334,300  03 

305,435  00 

813,575  00 

337,503  84 

177,035  00 

151. 875  00 

2T7.845  00 

167.358  38 

167,394  86 

530.750  00 

274.513  16 

319, 463  71 

505.704  37 

463. 181  39 

315. 750  01 

477.005  44 

575, 007  41 

380.781  83 

439, 987  90 

794, 1U6  44 

743.447  83 

750,634  88 

705:084  34 

576. 344  74 

623.363  47 

930.738  04 

1.353,419  75 

1,802.980  93 

1.003,953  90 

1,706.444  4H 

5,037,023  8H 

4,348.036  19 

5^504.191  34 

3,528.917  28 

3,331.794  86 

3.514.837  13 

1,199.099  68 

578,371  00 

1,256.532  39 

1,539.351  35 

1,027,693  64 

1,430.411  %) 

1,338,296  81 

1,374.161  5:* 

1,663,591  47 

3, 829.  HOI  77 

3.043.576  04 

3,880,494  12 

1, 550.  :a9  55 

2, 772,  IKK)  78 

3,644.263  97 

4,354,418  87 

4,978,366  18 

3,490,5^4  53 

3,991,121  54 

8,  Wi5,  481  17  I 

2,  y/r,  918  37  I 

3,152,032  70  1 

3,629,975  97  I 


$175^813 
109,343 

80,087 

81.399 

€8,673 

10U.R43 

99,256 

104,845 

95,444 

64,190 

73,533 

89.440 

68.903 

80,093 

ei.854 

81,875 

70,500 

83,576 

87,833 

83,744 

75,043 

91,408 

86,989 

90,164 

69.656 

188,804 

397.374 

890,719 

9.415.939 

3,306.376 

843,817 

1,948.199 

1,780.588 

1, 499. 396 

1, 308. 810 

1.556,59:) 

976,138 

850,  STJ 

949,504 

1,363,397 

1,170.665 

1.1H4.433 

4.589,153 

3,364.385 

1,954.711 

2, 88-2, 797 

2, 672. 168 

2. 156, 057 

3,142.750 

2.603,563 

3. 388,  434 

1,378,931 

839,041 

3.032.008 

8,400.788 

i,eii,oir7 

1.744,883 
».  327, 496 
1,338,867 
1.8«)6,886 
3,  29:j,  :I77 
3,401,858 
1, 756. 306 
1,232.666 
1, 477. 612 
l,29fi,2'JJ» 
1,310.380 
1.219.768 
1. 222, 223 
1. 10(1.  HW 

i.o:ii,r.9*» 

8.V,»,  170 
1. 078,  513 
4. 985, 4TJ 


88 
15 

81   , 

34   I 


Biuct-i; 


II,  c- 

4,^ 

.'J 


99 

i.:r: 

71 

f^. 

97 

!,-'■ 

33 

1.1 

03 

1.0: 

73 

!.:< 

37 

1, 1.1 

39 

1.4. 

10 

l.^-rj 

80 

2,1'.. 

SO 

3,71- 

53 

2,^-- 

00 

l.»' 

4M 

1, 4^> ; 

54 

1.21 

16 

1.  ic: 

88 

l.-T/.T 

10 

1.  (K-   i 

91 

1.7-' 

36 

a.'-H-. 

06 

2.K- 

15 

2,  t*r'J. 

43 

S..')!-. 

90 

3.  Kk'  1 

65 

3.  {)»'f7. 1 

31 

2,  :<L'':.  i 

85 

2. 2vr:i,  1 

40 

1,W7.S 

53 

2.0-j-j.i: 

SO 

7. 1.V...1 

57 

2. 74.-.  r 

83 

2,  t'AH),  1 

86 

2.7i:J,4 

57 

3,67»:." 

47 

3,  Oft.',  U 

31 

3,2^7.^ 

14 

3, 064. 1 

40 

4.577  1 

40 

5.711;. '. 

30 

4.4W.7i 

39 

4.  ?.»•.•  ' ' 

96 

5,3l'}.>'7 

43 

9.H*;i.:" 

'•» 

7,  1»M>,  'rfi 

51 

6,7lV./*" 

17 

5,  !»y.\  .  •' 

51 

6, 4W.  -- 

33 

6, 77.'i,  '-v 

12 

S.iXhj.::; 

99  , 

5,64.'..  I -: 

11  ' 

5.91l.7t 

56 

6.711.-.- 

63 

6. 9f:\  f  -^ 

48 

5.c:-i,-'.', 

64 

12,Hk'...T  1 

08 

l6.oj:r7>.' 

22 

17,  t^. '.-  : 

18 

17,5<M.  iri 

SO 

n,mj^' 

00 

26. hTU,  in 

33 

24,  im.  1  . 

(15 

31,7ni,c.'- 

58 

a<,:^o.<i- 

l¥i 

2lJ,4()(Hi''" 

71 

23.7y7..%4( 

:«i 

IT,  !»77,  •<> 

71, 

'Alf^.V-T 

<•  1 

21,  >:.,'".•.'  , 

30 

23.  r.<<,  .>^j : 

90 

i;7,07«','jii.  • 

ImIh 

ilfvear  from  Ja 
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30, 1870,  bjf  calentUir  years  to  1843  and  bg  fiscal  years  {ended  June  30)  from  that  time-. 


TrtT. 


1791 
ITM 
1733 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1796 
1799 
18U0 
1801 

if^ 

18W 
1006 

lt»07 
IMS 
IMH 
itlO 
1811 
JflS 
1819 
lf)I4 
1815 
]«18 
1817 

i(f\e 

1819 
1M» 

itril 
Itf29 
ItftQ 

ltr^4 

18-J6 
ll«7 

ltf29 
1030 
ItOl 
liS» 
]f<33 
1834 
1KI9 
l^sM 
lt3T 
ItOB 
It38 
1&40 
iml 
ltM3 
)M3 
1&44 
1M5 
1M6 
IM7 
19M 
)B49 
lfc5U 
I  "SI 
!(•&{ 
lt*53 

ie54 

l^j6 
1H57 
18u0 
1(»59 
1060 
Itttt 
1N» 
1M3 
1604 


N«t     onfiairy 

•zpcnditarat. 


Premlnms. 


11.919.569 

5^896.256 

1,749.070 

3^645,999 

4,362.541 

9,551.303 

9,gW,110  5a 

4,651,710  49 

^  460, 166  79 

7,411,369  97 

4,98I.6C9  90 

3,737,079  91 

4,008.694  94 

4,452.858  91 

6,397.234  09 

6, 080. 209  3C 

4,964,579  89 

6.504,336  65 

7,414.679  14 

5.311,089  28 

6^592,604  86 

17,829.498  70 

98,082.396  92 

30.197.686  38 

26.953,571  00 

23.373,432  58 

15.454.609  9t; 

LI,  8C6. 673  78 

16.300,273  44 

13, 134, 530  57 

10.723.479  07 

9.827,643  51 

9,784,154  59 

15,330,144  71 

11.490,459  94 

13,002.316  27 

19^653,095  63 

13,296^041 

18.641.210 

13.229,533 

U,  864, 067 

16.516,3^ 

22.713.755 

18,425^417  25; 

17,514.950  2e 

30.868,164  04 

37.243.214  24 

33,849,718  08 

96, 496. 948  TJ 

94.139.990  11 

96,196,840  29 

94,361,336  &f 

11.256,508  GO 

20.650,106  01 

21,895,369  61 

9G.4I8,4:»  59 

53, 801, 569  37 

45,297.454  77 

39.933.542  61 

37. 165, 990  09 

44,064.717  66 

40.389.954  56 

44,078.156  35 

51,967,538  42 

96. 316. 197  7^2 

66^779,597  64 

66^041,143  70 

73,330.437  17 

6flL  359^950  07 

60,096,734  71 

6^616^095  78 

456,379,896  81 

6»i004.87S56 

811,983,979  14 


$18,231  43 


Intontt 


82,865  81 


69. 
170. 
490, 
9,877, 
872, 
385, 
363, 
574. 


713  19 
063  42 
496  64 
818  69 
047  39 
373  90 
579  39 
443  08 


$1,177, 
2.373. 
9,097. 
8.792, 
2.947. 
3^939. 
3.179. 
9,965. 

3,408, 
4,411, 
4.239, 
3.M9, 
4,189, 
«,«»7, 
3.388. 
3,389, 
9.357, 
t.866, 
3,163. 
9.585, 
2.451, 
3,599, 
4,893, 
9.990. 
7.822. 
4.536, 
6.209, 
5,211. 
5,151, 
5,126, 
5,179; 
4.922, 
4,943, 
4.366, 
3.975. 
3.486, 
3,098. 
2.542, 
1,9»2, 
1,373. 
772, 
303, 
202, 
57. 


863  03 
611  28 
850  17 
583  04 
099  06 
347  68 
916  73 
875  90 
651  41 
601  04 
830  06 
173  16 
463  36 
048  74 
114  22 
968  26 
978  4« 
074  93 
074  90 
671  09 
435  57 
272  57 
455  22 
239  04 
090  94 
923  34 
283  55 
954  03 
730  56 
004  32 
073  79 
788  79 
475  40 
557  93 
757  40 
549  95 
071  51 
800  60 
843  23 
574  93 
748  74 
561  50 
796  87 
152  98 
863  08 


Pablie  debt. 


OrotM  expendl- 
tarei. 


U. 
399. 
174, 
284. 
773. 

5e:j, 

1.833. 
1,040. 
842, 
1,119, 
2.390, 
3.565. 
3,782, 
3, 696, 
4.000. 
3,665. 
3.070, 
2.314. 
1.953, 
1.593. 
1.652, 
9.637. 
3. 144. 
4.034. 

13.190. 

94,729. 

53,685. 


$699,984  S3 
693,050  25 
2,633,048  07 
9,743,771  13 
9,841.639  37 
9.577,126  01 
9.617,950  12 
976,099  09 
1. 706, 578  84 

1.138.563  11 
9,879.876  98 
9^994,935  24 
3,306,697  07 
3.977,906  07 
4.583,960  63 

9.979.018  64 
9,938.141  62 
7,701.288  96 
3,566,479  26 
4,835.941  IS 

5.414.564  43 
1,998,349  88 
7,508.666  22 
3,307,304  90 
6,638,839  11 

17.048,139  59 

20,886,753  57 

15,086,947  59 

9,492,195  73 

3.477,469  96 

3.241.019  83 
2, 676, 160  33 

607, 541  01 

11,624,835  B3 

7,728,587  38 

7,065,539  24 

6.517.506  88 

0,064,637  47 

9.660,304  77 

9,443,173  29 

14.600,629  48 

17.067,747  79 

1,239,746  51 

5,974,412  21 

328  20 


27 


996  48 
833  89 
598  Oc 
977  55 
549  85 
583  91> 
452  131 
458 
723 
214  72, 
765  881 
535  78! 
393  03- 
760  75 
297  80 
832  74| 
9v26  G9 
464  99 
822  37 
265  23 
055  671 
649  70 
120  94i 
157  30 
344  84 
700  63 
421  69 


2». 
5.590, 

10,718. 

3.912. 

5.315, 

7,801. 

338. 

11.158, 

7.536. 
371, 

5.  600. 
13,036, 
12,804. 

3,656, 
654, 

2,152, 

6.412. 
17.556. 

6.662. 

3.614. 

3.276. 

7.505. 
14.685, 
13,854, 
18.737, 
96,097, 
161,081, 
430^572, 


822  91 
733  79 
153  53 
015  at 
712  1 
990  09 
012  64 
430  71 
349  49 
100  04 
067  65 
922  54 
478  54 
335  14 
912  71 
293  05 
574  ( 
896  95 
065  86 
618  66 
606  05 
250  82 
043  15 
250  00 
100  00 
323  09 
635  07 
014  03 


$3. 797. 436 
8.963.990 
6, 479, 977 
9,041,593 
10,191,940 
8.367,776 
8.625,877 
8,583.616 
11,002,396 
11.952,534 
12,873.376 
13,870,487 
11,958,963 
12,615,113 
13,698,309 
15,081.196 
11,992,298 
16,768,703 
13,867,986 
13,309.994 
13,592.604 
82. 279, 121 
39.190.520 
38.028.830 
39,688,493 
48. 244, 495 
40,877,646 
35, 104. 875 
24, 004. 199 
21,763,024 
19, 090. 573 
17.676.593 
15,314,171 
31,896,536 
83.585.804 
24.103,398 
22,656.764 
25.459.479 
85,044,358 
94,585.281 
30, 038. 446 
34.356.698 
24.257.298 
24. 601, 982 
17,573,141 
30.868.164 
37,265.037 
39, 455. 438 
37,614.936 
28, 226. 533 
31,797,5:K) 
3*A  936, 876 
12.118.105 
3:1,642.010 
30, 490, 408 
27, 632, 282 
60, 520, 851 
60.  r>.')5. 143 
56,  ScfO,  422 
44.COI.7I8 
48,476,104 
46, 712.  WW 
54,577.o<>l 
75. 4Ti,  no 
66, 1 C4,  775 
72.726,341 
71.274,587 
82,062,186 
83.678,642 
•  77.055,125 
65,387,313 
5fi5. 667, 563 
899.815.911 
1,295.541,114 


78 

00 

97 

17 

15 

84 

37 

41 

971 

12 

94 

31 

67 

72 

47 

26 

99 

04 

30 

49 

86 

15 

36 

38 

35 

51 

04 

40 

73 

85 

69 

63 

00 

47 

72 

46 

04 

52 

40 

55 

12 

06 

49 

44 

56 

04 

15 

35 

15 

81 

03 

53 

15 

85 

71 

90 

74 

19 

71 

26 

31 

831 

74 

7: 

96 
57 
37 
74 
92 
65 
Oh 
74 
25 
8(i( 


Balaoceln 
Trvaranr  et 
the  end  of 
the  year. 


$973, 
783, 
753, 

1,151, 
516, 
888. 

1.021. 
617, 

2.161, 

2.623, 

3.295. 

5,020^ 

4.825, 

4.037, 

3.999, 

4.538, 

9.643, 

9.941, 

3,848. 

2,673, 

3.502, 

3.862. 

5.196, 

1.727, 

13.106, 

92,033, 

14,989. 

1, 478. 

2.079. 

1. 198. 

1.681. 

4.237, 

9.463, 

1.946, 

6,201, 

6.358, 

6,668, 

5,972, 

5.755, 

6.014, 

4.502, 

2,011, 

11.702, 

8,892, 

26. 749. 

46.708. 

37.327, 

36.891, 

33, 157. 

29.963. 

28.685. 

30.521. 

39. 186, 

36.742. 

36,194, 

38.261. 

33, 079. 

29.416. 

32.827, 

35,871, 

40.158, 

43,338. 

50,261, 

4«.591, 

47,777, 

49. 108. 

46. 802, 

:J5.  1 13, 

30.193, 

32. 979. 

30,  IW3. 

46.965. 

36,523, 

134. 433, 


905  73 
444  51 

661  ea 

924  17 
442  61 
995  49 
899  04 
451  43 
867  77 
31199 
391  00 
697  64 
811  60 
005  96 
366  99 
193  80 
890  07 
809  96 
056  78 
276  57 
305  60 
217  41 
948  00 
846  63 


919  19 
469  46 

996  74 
993  38 
461  91 
593  94 
437  95 
992  61 

997  13 
650  43 
686  18 
886  10 

435  81 
704  79 
939  75 
914  45 
777  55 
906  31 
658  43 
803  96 

436  00 
858  69 
196  94 
503  68 
163  46 
111  08 
979  44 
284  74 
829  63 
274  81 
959  65 
276  43 
612  45 
062  60 
753  31 
353  25 
860  02 
901  09 
073  41 
672  13 
229  80 
855  00 
334  23 
248  60 
530  78 
857  83 
304  87 
046  13 
rJ8  44 


mry  1, 1843,  to  Jbb«30,  1643. 


n 


KerosT  or  the  secxexast  of  the  tkkasc^v 


<>i 


1 

1 

mm. 

Ibwj. 

1 

t 

1 

$1,000,890,440  4(( 

tfS;617,4»  07  1 
4a^98fiiCa9  40  ' 

\ 

18^8081309  71 
3,96^790  39 

|ICM,0n38 
15^688^98*86 

1       ^ 

1         ♦■•. 

1 

3,«S8.«»,31S88 
*3, 401,700  07 

717, 551,  no  30 
•77,909  n 

Un^ 3001  til  09 
•90^988  01 

119^007.690  66 

643. 

•* 

1M97 

IWW 

l*7» 
1879 
1*74 

mo 

3,9791980,099  X 
9S^90(L4IS83 
m,94<048« 
7^.901,990  81 
r/7.080,875  40 
3r#.799,991  «2 
36,379,157  90 
48,39»,138  31 
49,313,997  99 
41,190,015  W 
38,070,808  84 

7n,OS0.8QO  98 
31,894.011  C4 

25^779^509  79 
90,008L737  97 
31,780,999^7 
19.431.037  21 
91, 910, 809  99 
33,508.956  79 
30, 9«;  507  49 
91.487,898  77 
18,903,300  89 

103, 491;  480  03 
4.64^931  77 
4.108lOB9  39< 
7,049;  9B  06, 

3. 407.  no  VS- 

7.49Bv887  44 
7.001,798  » 
7.951,704  88  ' 
6. 609;  469  00 
8,384.696  69 
5.986,558  17 

118t6n.3n  66 
9attM.55l  71 
911161.396  76 
98.47^691  78 
9B.340;909  17 
34, 443;  804  66 
9B.SU;409  76 
99.330. 496  66 
99.038,414  68 
99,456,916  » 
98.957,399^60 

©•4. 
51,1 
53.^ 

53,5 

fiO.fl 
73,3 

71.0 
73,51 

4,188,880,07178 

951,890,927  60 

188,180,08155 

406;  Ml,  907  90 

l,«s;7< 

•Oi 
t  la  thlf  numm  Is  Indoded  |j 
NofO.^Hito  tUdttliMt  li  tnii<to  from  wamnti  paid  bTtbs  TreMurar  up  to  June  30.  1W4L 
In  lb*  TfffMtiry  Juu*  30,    \ri.,^   Uy  thit  itoUmeot  It  $14*1,909,377.31,  from  which  tbouM  ba 

$i»i.807,7.'w.ag/ 
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Slmtei  from  March  4, 1789,  to  Jane  30, 187C-*ContiDaea. 


11,217.704.199  SB 
383^954, 731  43 


1867 


IgTO 
1871 
1879 
1873 
1074 
1875 
1676 


Net     ordlauy 
expeadlmrM. 


^ia»  771,300  43 

*4, 461. 506  24 


3^157. 293;  116  €7 
208^047,733  87 
20^.013^088  II 
190^490,354  05 
164,421,907  15 
157,383^827  98 
133,201,896  19 
180^488,636  80 
194,118,985  00 
171,90.848  27 
164,857,813  36 


0^960,814,768  05 


Prendttnu. 


$1,717,900  11 
96^470  51 


7,611,009  90 


7,611,003  56 
10^8131,349  38 
7,001,151  04 
1,674,680  05 
15^906;  555  60 
9,016^794  74 
6,998,900  70 
M09b919  99 
1,393^073  53 


05,572,794  67 


Intereft. 


$77,395,000  30 
133,007,094  91 


309;  689. 519  27 
*2,888  48 


503, 093;  407 
1 A  781,581 
140,424.045 
130,004,842 
199.235,408 
123^570,565 
117,337,839 
104,790.688 
107,118.815 
103,093,544 
100, 243;  271 


Pnbllc  debt. 


$009,616,141  OS 
020;263.d49  10 


3,374,677.103  12 
•100  31 


Orosi  exp«DdI* 
turea. 


$1,906,433,331  37 
1,139,344.061  95 


8,637.749.176  38 
M.  484. 555  03 


75a 

9V 

71 

80 

00 

93 

721 

44 

21 

57 

23 


1,704,909,511  27 


,374,077.203  43 
735,536^980  11 
092,549,085  88 
261,912,718  31 
393,254,289  13 
399.903,670  65 
405^007,307  54 
S33k099.358  98 
429;063i,060  23 
407,377,499  48 
449,345.273  80 


6,774,999,096  14 


8,042,233.731 
1.093.079.055 
1,009.689,970 
584.777,996 
703,907.843 
601.080.858 
683,325,270 
304,044.597 
724,096,933 
083,000.885 
714,446,357 


Balaneeln 
Traararynt 
the  end  of 
the  year. 


$33,933.657  99 
165,301,654  76 


M,  464. 555  03 


41  160.817, 
27196,076. 


74 

11 
88 
90 
21 
91 
09 
33 
39 


15^512,286,100  13 


158.930, 
183,781, 
177.604, 
i:i8.019, 
134,666, 
150,293, 
176,833, 
172,804, 
149,909, 


099  73 
537  09 
082  87 
985  76 
116  51 
123 
001 
673  41 
339  54 
061  33 
3n2l 


15 
85 


wanaati. 


aipandid  vadar  Q«iMTa  award. 

•iaadiag  wirniDti  are  then  added,  and  the  flAtemeoi  If  by  irarranti  istutd  from  that  date.     The  balance 
It  depoilted  wHh  the  Statei,  $36,101,644.91,  leariag  the  net  avaUable  balance  June  30, 1676. 
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Table  O.— 'Returns,  hy  Jadtjment  of  the  United  Stales  Court  of  Clahns, 
property  seised  as  captured  or  abandoncdf  undei*  the  act  of  March  1*^,    l':^; 
July  1, 1875,  to  June  30, 1876. 


Date. 


July 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Hept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Oct 

Oct 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Deo. 

May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

May 

Muy 

.luoe 

June 


15. 1875 
4,1875 
10,  1875 
25,1875 
25,1875 
25,1875 
25,1875 
25.1875 
25.1875 
25,1875 
20.1875 

26. 1875 
26.1875 
20,  1875 
30.1875 
30,1873 
30,  1875 

1,  1875 

1,1875 

1.1875 

1,1875 

1,1875 

1,1875 

1,1875 

1,1875 

1,1875 

1,  1875 

4.  1875 

9,  1875 

10,  1875 

1,  1875 

23,  1875 

13,  1875 

23.1875 

23,1875 

3,1876 

15,1876 

17. 1876 
20,1876 
26,1876 
26,1876 
26,1876 
26.  1876 
26,1876 
26.  1876 
26. 1676 

26.  1876 
20. 1H76 

27,  1876 
19.  m76 
26, 1876 


To  whom  paid. 


John  IlnghoH,  guardlau  of  Sophia  B.  Moore 

John  D.Swain 

John  Ii.  Villalonga 

Evelina  M.  Ilammett 

Alfred  W.Brien 

Thomas  A.  Manhall 

John  H.  Newman 

JohnWIllIi 

E.B.wmiB 

ClarinaYonog.......... 

Emma  J.  Jonei 

Armitttead  BurweU 

Jnmei  Stewart 

Hiram  Harrison 

Juliet  aiaw , 

Nanette  Switzer.  (late  Abell) 

Jane  and  Thomas  H.  Jett,  executors  of  T.  H.  Jett 

Thomas  Y.  Berry,  administrator  of  Thomas  Berry 

William  E.HaU 

Benjamin  Harwood 

James  A.  Hutchinson 

Alexander  Ilutchlniton 

B.  O.  Humphrey,  administrator  of  Ann  M.  Ragsdalo 

John  11.  McAlpine 

John  Taylor,  administrator  of  Mary  P.  Marye 

Duif  Qreen 

Richard  Tavlor 

John  L.  Hebron 

Ann  ElisaRouth 

Edward  T.  Parker,  administrator  of  John  K.  Elgee 

Isaac  R.  Wade 

Thomas  Kidd,  udmlnistrator  of  Mathow  A.  Bolls 

William  Dean  &  Co 

James  Meagher ^ 

Marv  J.  Davie , 

Beqjamfai  Roach 

TxiuisaCMedway 

Manr  B.  Habersham,  executrix  of  Robett  Habersham.... 

William  P.  Smith 

Ellen  D.  ^atchelor 

Oeorgo  Hawkins 

E.K.  McLean 

Charlotte  Spear 

J*.  J.  Cowan,  admiulstrator  of  John  Cowan. 

Thomas  Kidd •. 

J.  J.  Cowan,  administrator  of  Sarah  Cowan 

J.  Keeso  Cook 

J.  B.  Brabstou 

John  B.  Raymond,  a*(slgneo  of  J.  W.  Maybin 

Hannah  Bodenheim,  executrix  of  Henry  Bodenhelm 

Theodore  Basch 


Total. 


1.(1 


T\iii.Kr,-^  Judgments  of  Vie  United  States  Court  of  Claims  for  pruceeds  of  propit^ 
as  captured  or  abandoned^  under  ike  act  of  March  12, 18G:i,  rendered  hut  not  jmni 
the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  187G. 


Dote  of 
Jndgmeut. 


Jan.  2J.  187G     Walter  Pugh 
May  2:».  IbTC 


Name  of  claimant 


CaroUnc  £.  Zacharie,  executrix  of  J.  W.  Zocharlc. 
Total 


An 
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Table  Q. — Ikccvipis  aud  dinhuricmenta  of   United  StaUs  aBsistani  treasurers  during  the 

fiscal  year  inded  Juncj  1876. 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 

lUljuaM  Jane  30,  1875..., $96,837,328  32 

RECEITTS. 

OuMcoantof  ciutomA $104,597,479  7d 

Oaaceoootor  iuternal  revenue 2,010,303  57 

Onareooatof  soIdnotiM 90,619,100  00 

Oaaccoimiorcertiflcates,  act  JuDe8.  1672 39,470.000  00 

< »B  Mcotut  or  Po»t-Offlco  Dapartiiunt 7.767,171)  CI 

Oil  aeeoiiatof  tmufera 103,299,729  87 

On  aeeoimtof  patent-feet 8,730  45 

C>n  aceoontof  dUbanin^  offlcen 309,543,090  72 

On  aceoimt  of  bnllion  account,  raperiutondent  anay-office  New  York 7, 005, 201  73 

On  aeeoaatof  intrreeiin  coin 57,357,046  20 

On  aeeoaatof  intrrriit  in  carrency 3,836,253  15 

OnaecooBtof  mbtcellaneooi .'....  02,402,992  3d 

786,314,311  4C 

885,181,039  78 
DISBUBSfMEMTfl. 

On  acconntof  Trcacnry  drafts , 355,543,553  07 

On  aeronnt of  PmitOtllee  draflM 8,296,878  50 

On  acconni of  dUbonine  acconnt • 306,235,056  36 

On  acconnt  of  bnllion  acconnt,  Mupcrintendent  ainy-office  New  York  ....  7, 741, 006  56 

On  aeconnt  of  iotereet  In eoln 57,357,646  21) 

On  aceoontof  interpttin  currency 3,236,283  15 

<»n  aceonatof  certifteatea  of  depotit,  act  Jane  8. 1873 65,055,000  OJ 

On  accocnt  of  flractkmol  currency  redeemed  in  ullver 768,500  00 

806,233,923  90 


V  June  23,  187C 78,945.715  88 

■  —  - 

BOSTON,  MASS. 
Jane30, 1675 $17,030,934  40 

RlcnpTS. 

On  areonatof  cuttonu $14,712,628  88 

On  acconnt  of  Internal  revenue 13,912  23 

On  aceonnt of  eertlficatet,  act  June  8, 1872 11,380,000  00 

tmacconntof  Poit^fBoe Department 595,600  03 

Onaeeoantof  tranafera 39,344,158  39 

On  aceonatof  patent-feee 14,032  15 

On  acoonnt  of  diubnrainc  officer* 47,449,426  42 

On  acconnt  of  Interest  In  coin 8,582,409  03 

fhi  acconnt  of  interest  tn  cnrreucy 600,360  73 

On  aceonatof  laijiccUaDconf 3,064,242  6U 

113,662.071  32 

13'i,C93,005  « 
DISBORSKMTKTS. 

OBneeomatof  Treasttry  draflii 37,275,875  02 

(»n  aoeooat  of  Fott-Office  drafts 614, 173  SO 

On  acconnt  of  diabnrrinf  aceonnti 4n,Sc29,594  23 

<  m  acconnt  of  Interett  in  coin 9,71S.649  8:) 

On  acooQBtof  Intemit  In  carrency 606,060  73 

On  aceoont  of  tranefera 16,988,958  69 

On  aceooat  of  ccrtificatcfl  of  deposit,  act  Jnno  8. 1873 11,950,000  00 

On  account  of  fracttonal  currency  redeemed 3,545,305  70 

116,228,618  04 

Balance  Jane  30, 1870 16,404.387  C8 

PHILADELPniA,  PA. 
Balance  Jane  30^  1875. $9,997,7^5  72 

RSCCIPTS. 

On  acconnt  of  cnitoms $6^301,679  87 

OnaeeonatofiatenialreTeaae 1842,885  89 

Onaeconntofgold-notea. 1,600,000  00 

Ob  aceuoat  of  ecrtlficatee,  act  June  8,  1673 13,460  000  OU 

On  neeonat  of  Poiit-Oaca  Department 533,511  76 

On  aeeonat  of  traasfers 18.695.499  30 

On  acconnt  of  patent.fe«g 18,136  10 

On  neeonat  of  diabnralng offlcen 23,522.150  15 

On aeeonat of  iatefmt  Inooin 2,231,183  25 

(m  account  of  lotercst  in  enrrency 176,100  00 

On  aceoontof  miecellaneoQi 2,376,975  66 

ClB  acconat  of  fraciioual  currency  for  redemption 3,953,069  47 

74,705,144  45 

M,7U2,900  17 
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DI8IIUBSEIISNT9. 

Onaceoontof  Treusary  drafts $15,887,896  93 

On  account  of  PoBtOffice  draftM 461.931  62 

On  account  of  dubaning  acconntu 23,564,494  73 

On  account  of  Interost  in  coin 3,230,638  50 

On  account  of  interast  in  currency 176, 100  00 

Onaccountof  tranitferi 13,849,050  00 

OnocRonntofcertiflcatetfofdepOHlt.  act  June8,  187S 13.870,000  00 

Onaccountof  fraiotionul  currency  rodeemed 4,00^215  47 

^  #73, 


Balance  June  30*  1876 • II, 


BALTIMOBB,  MD. 
Balance  Juno  30, 1875 ^,i 

IISCEIPTS. 

On  account  of  cuttomv $4,083,094  98 

On  aecoQut  of  Internal  revenue 501,507  73 

On  aeeonntof  gold  sales 1,549,088  00 

On  account  of  premiam 334,713  64 

On  account  of  certificates,  act  June  8,  1873 6,000,000  00 

Onaccountof  Post-OfBce  Department tN)l,846  77 

Onaccountof  trauifeni 8,984,744  OB 

Onaccountof  patent*fees., , 901  00 

On  accoaut  of  dii^urslBS  officers ; 9,333,494  99 

On  account  of  currency  redemption 369,689  17 

On  account  of  currency  witbbeld  In  lien  of  silver  paid 999,980  00 

On  account  of  Interest  in  coin 706,838  SO 

Qo  account  of  interest  in  currency 63,060  00 

On  acoonai  of  miscellaneous 331,435  66 

»4,7rt 


DISBURaKMBNTS. 


27,61.1 


On  account  of  Treasury  drafts 14,886,019  35 

On  account  of  Post-Omco  drafts 398,111  69 

On  account  of  disbursing  accounts 2,993  879  37 

Onaccountof  gold  sales 1,049,069  00 

On  account  of  currenoy  redemption 615,140  96 

On  account  of  interost  In  coin 1,961,905  49 

Onaccountof  interest  in  currency 89,950  00 

Onacc:>uutof  transfers.., 6,116,317  85 

On  account  of  certificates  of  deposit,  aot  Jone  8, 1873 6^370^  000  00 

On  account  of  silver  disbursed  In  lieu  of  currency 989,780  00 

'  92,571. 

Balance  duo  Juno  30,  187C 5,Mf  ^ 

CINOINMATI.  OHIO. 
Balance  June  3«),  1875 , « P  063.4 

RECXIFTS. 

On  account  of  customs $441,717  58 

On  account  of  internal  revenue , 319,800  68 

On  account  of  gold-notes 1,030,000  00 

On  account  of  certificates,  act  June  8.  1873 , «.  1,530.000  00 

On  account  of  Post-Ofiice  Department 360,089  51 

On  account  of  transfers 30,341,333  00 

Onaccountof  patent-fees 3^981  00 

On  account  uf  oisburslng  officers 3,809,678  Sf! 

On  account  of  Interest  in  coin 1,387,031  30 

On  account  of  interest  in  currency 330  00 

Os  afieonat  of  miscellaneous 1,307,738  15 

XS,£3I.W 

38.313,7J 
DUBURSCHENTI. 

On  necAtint  of  Treasury  drafts • 6»  758, 985  99 

On  account  of  Post-OfBce  drafU 833,790  tM 

On  account  of  dlsbursiaffaoeounts 9.900,083  94 

On  account  of  bullion  acooant,  mlsctUaneoos 180,865  & 

On  account  of  Interest  la  ooln 1,301,019  t)l 

On  account  of  Interest  la  eurrency WOO 

On  account  of  tranafers 14,117,140  91 

On  account  of  certificates  of  deposit,  act  Jane  8, 1873 1,680,000  00 

On  account  of  fk>aotioaal  currency  rodeemed •• -•••  943,959  98 

-  98,  \Bl,  4*4 

BaUaceJunoSO.  187G 4,133,e.V> 
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CniOAGO,  ILL. 
BalaiiM Jane 30, 1915 .'.      $.1.0^134  M 

RRCEIPTS. 

OnaeeoimtofcttttaiM , , $)},  iMI,  710  SI 

OnaeeoontofiiilMiwlnvukue , ,.  14,818,636  8^ 

OnaeeoontofMlaoflandi 64,7G9  58 

C>aMcoiutofe8ftiile«lM,actJane8, 1872 1,875,000  00 

Oaaaoooatof  Poft-Offie«  Department 1,514,326  57 

Od  afiMonl  of  tnuufert 12,758,353  37 

On  Mro— t of pntentfeyi 10. 153  75 

On aeooonl of  dUboraing offlcen 7,703,519  93 

On  neeoont of  bnllion  necooot,  colnialet 1,513,303  04 

OnneeonntoflntorMlineoin 194,642.00 

OnMeonntoflnteqMtinenrrency 30,990  00 

OnaeeoBBtofmUeellioeoai 641.443  SO 


DUBimSCMlMTS. 

On  aeeoont  of  TnMorv  dmfts 13,809,748  01 

On  aeeonnt of  Poft-OMce drafts l,4ri0,.'Uh;  S9 

On  aeeoont of  dtobonrinff  Mcoant* 7,Q02,.'>75  70 

On  aeeoont  of  bnliion  Mooont,  coin  inl«« 1,325,110  43 

On  aeeoonl  of  iotorMt  in  eoln 648,589  91 

Onaeeoontofinterentlnearrency 18,990  00 

On  noconnt  of  tnuufer* 15.065.618  80 

OnaeeouitofcMrtlfloat«tofdepo«it,  MtJun«8,  1879 12,190,000  00 

Onarconnt  of  fractional  cnrrrncy  redeemed fini,3-J4  3S 


43,363,831  83 
46, 914, 976  17 


41,512.513  38 


Balance  Jnno  30,  1876 5,402.453  79 


SAINT  LOUIS,  MO. 
jBne30, 1819 $1,774,069  90 

RCCCIPTS. 

Onaeeoantof  caHooM 11,606.885  00 

On  aeeonntof  intomal  reTonae 088,459  58 

Oaaeeonntof lale  oflandi 34,384  5d 

On«M0aatofcertlfleatea,act  Jnne8, 1873 615,000  00 

On  neeannt  of  Poet-Office  Department 1,135.842  33 

Onaoconntoftranifers.^ 8,113.683  90 

<inaMe«atofpatent-feei 4,798  55 

On  aeeonntof  diibaninff  officer! 6,351,152  44 

On  aeeonntof  coin  lale 1,574,195  14 

Onaceonntoflnterestiocoln 75,897  00 

On  neeonalof  iDtereetin  cnrrvncy 13,380  00 

OnaceonntofmlicellaDeoQf 403, 125  35 


DMByRSEMBHTS. 

On  aecoont  of  Tnatniy  drafU 1 7,357,943  27 

On  account  of  Poet-OfloedrafU 1.0e7.(Mr7  49 

OnaceonntofdlelHinlnff  aceonnt* 6.512,357  93 

On  aeeonntof  coin  lale 1,382,616  Oi 

On  aeeonnt  of  gold'«ertifle«tef 410  00 

On  account  of  iDtereet  in  coin 183,094(17 

On  aeconntoflnterett  In  currency 6,690  00 

On  aeoonnt  of  irantfere 870,192  25 

Onacconatof  oertifieateiofdepoeit,  act  Jane8,  1872 320,000  OU 

On  neeenat  of  fractional  currency  redeemed 434,  UX)  UO 

On  aaaonnt  of  lilver 343,255  26 

On  account  of  miiceIlaneoutf,incluelTe  of  silver  oheckf 41.300  59 


30,005,803  94 
8S^  37)1, 899  90 


18,537,036  87 


Balance  Jane  30,  1076 3,841,956  09 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL. 
JanedO.  1673 $8,891,793  05 

RECEIPTS. 

Oa  aceount  of  engtome $8,127,941  04 

On  aeeonat  of  internal  leTonne 3.403,478  20 

On  account  of  tale  of  landu .'i:J5.8ai  65 

On aeeoum of  Poit-Offiee  Department :)U7,23H  55 

On aceount  of  traaafen 9,(;72,U)5  W 

On  account  of  patent-feet !),2M  90 

On  aeeonnt  of  dieburdng  officers lU,  426, 240  i'«9 

On  aceount  of  mitcellaneons 1,U4D,480  8-J 

42, 531, 470  75 


50,803,863  80 
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On  account  of  Treognnr  dnftA $9,Ill,84S  67 

Ou  account  of  Pott-Oflfce  dratt« 345,948  48 

On acconntofditbnninff  accounts S0,9SS,95O  74 

On  account  of  bullion  account 6,082,916  OU 

On  account  of  Interest  In  coin 112;  163  75 

On  account  of  interest  In  currency 690  OO 

On  account  of  tnuuf en..: 7,70^062  SO 

4:1. 

Balance  Juce  30, 187C (>. 


CHARLESTON,  S.  C. 
Balance  JuneSO,  1675.. •• ..• f 

RBCRIPT8. 

On  account  of  euitomi 178,753  31 

Onaccountof  internal  revenue 948^444  67 

On  account  of  lale  of  lands t,909  40 

On  aooonnt  of  gold-notef 97,600  00 

On  aceount of  Poft-Offlce  Department 396^870  76 

On  account  of  traniferi ],94a;940  77 

On  account  of  patenMeM ^ 70  00 

On  account  of  diabuninc  offlcem 1,137,494  55 

On  account  of  interest  in  coin 14,613  97 

On  account  of  interest  in  currency 180  00 

Oaaccount  of  miMelloneoni 2234,671  79 

3,31 


3. :. 


DI8BDR8Eia5T8. 

On  account  of  Treaturrdrafli 699,099  09 

On  account  of  Post'Omee  draltf 337,095  79 

On  account  of  disbursing  accoanta 1,085^314  10 

On  accountof  interest  in  coin 14,673  97 

On  account  of  fnteroet  in  currency 160  00 

On  aoconnt  of  transfers SOB;  536  47 

Onaccountof  firactional  currency  redeemed.. 167,890  35 


3.0J" 


Balance  JnneSO,  167G T'TJ 


NEW  ORLEANS,  LA. 
Balance  June30, 1875 ^!.4t^?, 

RCCKXPT8. 

On  account  of  cttstomi 18,034,611  43 

On  account  of  Intfimal  revenue 773,036  90 

On  account  of  sale  of  lands !..  18,633  13 

On  account  of  Poft-Offlee  Department 439,866  97 

On  account  of  transfers 6,963,000  00 

On  account  of  potent-feoR « 870  00 

Oi^coonnt  of  dlsbursinff  oflteen 9,0n\339  04 

On  account  of  interest  in  coin 39^689  00 

On  account  of  interest  in  currency 3^790  00 

On  accouin  of  miscellaneoui 2,708,737  2H 

— ^ S2,110.S 


Sf.seu^s 


DISBURSEMXNTS. 

On  account  of  Treasury  drafts 7,153.976  54 

On  account  of  Post-Offlce  drafts 446^833  0:1 

Onaccountof  dlsburslnffaccouDts 9,199,531  96 

On  account  of  interest  in  coin 89,047  00 

On  account  of  interest  in  currency 8,790  00 

On  account  of  transfers 4, 619;  900  00 

On  account  of  fractional  currency  redeomed 480, 900  00 

21,870,1?: 

Balanca  June.10, 1876 • 2,7ia:M 
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Tabll  U.Scciipi8  and  duhureemcnU  of  Uniied  Siahs  dnyositorics  for  thcfwcal  ucar  ended 

June  30, 1876. 

■ 

PITTSBUROn,  PA. 

Balane*  Jano 30, 1875 $325,7:37  Bfi 

B#««lpt« 2,478,164  07 

T«UI g.  803, 891  W 

DiBbannnenta , 2,080,998  72 

Balaao*  Jam  3(^  1876 513,605  21 

ToW 2,803,891  03 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

B«l«]ie«  June  30,1875 $194,401  74 

B^elpti 2,720,887  19 

ToUl 8.015,29186 

DbbwMnMBte^..;^. 8.156.204  27 

BalSBM  JVM  30, 1876 759,087  99 

Total 2,915.291  86 

SAirrA  F^  K.  HEX. 

Balaaea  Jiiim30,  1875 $416,500  88 

1,390,309  20 

ToUl, • 1,806.900  08 

1,573,167  26 

30^  1076 t 233»719  83 

Total 1,806,900  08 

TUCSOK,  ARIZ. 

JoaoX,  1675 $647,577  06 

- 168,975  45 

Total 816,553  41 

574,365  64 

JnoaO^UTe 242,187  77 

Total ; '816^553  41 
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EEPOKT  OF  TUE  COMMISSIONER  OF  INTERNAL  REVli 

Treasury  Department, 
Office  op  Internal  Revenue, 
WcLshington^  November  li7,  h 

Sir  :  I  have  tbo  houor  to  trausmi t  herewith  certain  tabular  statori 
made  up  from  the  accounts  of  this  office,  to  enable  you,  as  requir 
law,  to  lay  them  before  Congress,  to  wit: 

Table  A,  showing  the  receipts  from  each  specific  source  of  rev 
and  the  amounts  refunded  in  each  collection  district,  State,  and  Ten 
of  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876. 

Table  B,  showing  the  number  and  value  of  internal  revenue  sti 
ordered  monthly  by  the  Commissioner;  the  receipts  from  the  tvx 
stamps,  and  the  commissions  allowed  thereon;  also,  the  number 
value  of  stamps  for  special  taxes,  tobacco,  cigars,  snuff,  distilled  a[) 
and  fermented  liquors,  issued  monthly  to  collectors  during  the  i 
year  ended  June  30, 187G. 

Table  0,  showing  the  territorial  distribution  of  internal  revenue  i 
various  sources  in  the  United  Stiite^  for  the  fiscal  years  ended  Jiin« 
1864,  1865, 18G6,  1867,  1868,  1869,  1870, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 187.1. 
1876. 

Table  D,  showing  the  aggregate  receipts  from  each  collcctiou  di.^t 
State,  and  Territorv  for  the  fiscal  years  ended  Juno  30, 1863, 1861, 1 
1866,  1867,  1868,  1869,  1870, 1871, 1872, 1873,  1874, 1875,  and  1S7(). 

Table  E,  showing  the  total  collections  from  each  si)ecific  soun 
revenue  for  the  fiscal  years  ended  June  30, 1863, 1864, 1865, 18GG,  1. 
1868,  1869, 1870, 1871,'  1872, 1873, 1874, 1875,  and  1876. 

Table  F,  showing  the  ratio  of  receipts  from  specific  soarces  to 
aggregate  of  all  collections  for  the  fiscal  years  ended  June  i>0, 1.' 
1865, 1866, 1867, 1868, 1869, 1870,  1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1875,  and  l'- 

Table  G,  showing  the  receipts  from  special  taxes  in  each  collect 
district,  State,  and  Territory,  for  the  special-tax  year  ended  April 
1876. 

Table  11,  an  abstract  of  reports  of  district  attorneys  concerning  sii 
and  prosecutions  under  the  internal  revenue  laws  during  the  fiscal  }< 
ended  June  30, 1876. 

Table  I,  an  abstract  of  seizures  of  property  for  violation  of  intern 
revenue  laws  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30^  1876. 
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The  nomber  of  distilleries  registered  and  operated  daring  the  fiscal 
year  ended  Juno  30, 1876,  is  shown  in  the  following  statement : 


Grain. 

Molasaes. 

Fruit 

Total  number  reg. 
istered. 

1 

State*  and  Terrltoriee. 

Number   reg- 
istered. 

1 

1 

i 

'A 

Number  ope- 
rated. 

Number  ope- 
rated. 

Total  number 
rated. 

Alabama 

3 

2 

41 

32 

44 

34 

AfinoA • 

• 

Arkaaaan • 

5 
5 

4 
5 

1  . a.  ..  . 

U 

14 

177 

19 
184 

18 

Calllbniia 

1  ■••••• 

1 

182 

Colorado 

.    i:::::!'  "■  ■ 

CimMotifnt 

4 

4 

1 

60 

69 

73 

73 

DAknto 

1 

DelAirare 

" 

63 

63 

63 

BiatrletofCOlambU 

Ilorida 

1 

Oecrgii^ ^.,^,^,.,., 

21 

1 

4 

• 

16 

1 
34 
SO 

4 

433 

424 

454 

1 
68 
60 
14 

440 

Tdaho...  

1 

TIliiMiff 

33 
38 
10 

30 
38 

4 

64 

Tadiaaa 

58 

Iowa  .....••..•.•••..•••... 

8 

^      ^ 

KoatnekT 

225 

i£» 

183 
3 

• 

176 
3 

408 
3 

396 

uwaiMM J    ■■.■...>■■....... 

Jxniala&a 



3 

lffalii# 

Maryland 

10 
2 
1 

9 
3 

1 

* 

SO 

19 

50 
19 

69 

27 

1 

68 

Iffaaaarhwietta 

Mfftbinn...      

6 

6 

27 
1 

^^Z~z~^^^  •"•"■"■""•"""•' 

Iff  laaiatippl 

8 
36 

8 
36 

8 

48 

8 

Viamiri 

12 

11 

47 

If  ontana . .  , . ,  r  .  r . , 



KelnaalcA....... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Vorad*. 

"Sww  Hamnahire 

1 

1 

1 

140 

5 

97 

377 

21 

2 

61 

1 
140 

5 

00 

360 

21 

2 
61 

2 

140 

5 

105 

470 

63 

2 

1S8 

9 

ii^"    V ■■■■I'"" ■■  ir  .  .  .  • 

Ifow  Jersey 

140 

V4V  Mexico 

5 

KewTork. 

8 
93 
42 

7 
80 
40 

, 

97 

■ 

440 

Ohio 

61 

Oraam 

3 

wwa,**"  .  ..•••••••• 

PieBBayiTaDia 

67 

64 

•■••.. 

125 

BkodfTTsland 

South  Carolina 

h 

67 

4 

2 

67 

2 

70 
11 

2 

70 

9 

7 

137 

13 

4 

137 

Teocas 

*\ 

13 

trtab ^... 

::;::;:::  i::::::i 

4 
307 

4 
M7 

4 

^nrtnin 

40 

39 

346 

WaSUngton 

Wea«ylrginla 

L 
10 

T 

40 

40 

41' 
10 

41 

Wlaeoaain 

0 

0 

WTvaain  t 

»▼  J  ■"■■■A  .•••••••.•.■•••••. 

7 

Total 

688 

647 

7 

2,326 

2;  264 

3,021 

2.918 
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The  foUowiug  statcuieut  shows  the  uainbor  of  graiu  aud  inola.^- 
tilleries  iu  openitiou  ou  the  lirst  of  each  mouth  duriu*^  the  ilsv\ 
euded  Jiiue  30,  187G. 


MoulliB. 


July 

AllgUHt  ... 

Sei)tombcr 
October*... 
November. 
J  >eferaber . 
January... 
l«'fbrnaiy.. 
MurcU  .... 

April 

May 

Juno 


1 

1   NiinaWr  of  distil* 

Capacity  of  fn'ain 

Capacity  o 

f  mola.sac- 

>' 

lerios. 

1 

UiBtillericB. 

distilleries. 

*     1 

Graia. 

Molauos. 

Boiihcls. 

Gallons. 

Gallozia. 

Spirita. 

*     «l 

lOfi 

7 

27,591 

99,053 

7,137 

C,  072 

1 

in 

7 

S8,37d 

102,339 

7.137 

fi.  07:J 

121 

5 

46, 519 

165.429 

6,565 

5^5t!0 

1 

1(!C< 

a 

50,793 

183,348 

7,G?6 

fi,5X> 

1 

,             105 

7 

59.050 

207,027 

12,271 

10.  431 

i.»<;7 

8 

65,610 

235,857 

13,806 

11.935 

:n:» 

G 

05, 128 

235,598 

12, 451 

10.564 

a'j.% 

7 

62, 747 

226, 778 

P,297 

7.903 

i\A 

7 

65,460 

236, 969 

9,743 

8.  a-0 

442 

7 

03,527 

229,681 

8,948 

7.60« 

1           X)'2 

i 

52, 697 

193,827 

10,031 

a.  525 

1 

1 

50,755 

189,568 

6,971 

7,634 

Tbo  receipts  from  the  several  sources  relatiug  to  distilled  spiii 
the  liscal  year  cudod  Juue  30, 1875  and  187G,  were  as  follows : 


Sources. 


Spiritsdistilleilfroni  applet,  poachcA.  or  j;r.'ipc8: 
Spirits  distilltMl  i'roiu  matunals  otlier  tbau  ' 

Apples,  peaches,  or  graiies 

Wiue  mado  in  imitation  of  cbanipague 

llectlficrs 

Dealers,  retail  liquor 


Dealers,  vrboleaalo  lUiuor 

Manufacturers  of  stills 

Stills  or  worms  manufactured 

Stamps  for  distilled  spirits  intended  for  export 

Stamps,  distillery  warubouao 

Stamjis,  rectiilers* 

Stamps,  wbolesalo  U<iuor  dealers' 

Articles  and  occupations  relating;  to  spirits 
formerly  taxed  but  now  exempt 


Receipts  for 
Hfical  year 
1875. 


$1,265,890  46 

45, 612, 041  64 

18  00 

249,591  11 

4,086,393  77 

534,839  20 

1,837  02 

2,890  00 

78C  60 

102,483  30 

148.283  80 

61,605  50 

15,327  82 


Iteceii)t«  for 
fimral  year 
1876. 


Increase. 


$592, 166  59 
50,798,323  81 


252,241  96 

3, 991,  <>t5  06 

504, 029  93 

1,183  35 

2,500  00 

1,805  10 

96,411  10 

1.11, 703  80 

54, 054  40 


Total 52,081,991  12  '56,426,365  13 


$5, 186, 2?2  29 
""*2,'656'85 


Df. 


$•■>' 


1, 022  50 


5.189,955  55 


^^■^  J 


The  uet  aggregate  increase  being  84,344,374.01. 

The  following  is  a  statement  showing  the  receipts  from  eacli  soui 
relating  to  fermented  liquors  during  the  fiscal  years  ended  June  3U,  IS 
and  1870. 


Sonrcos. 


I'ormontcd  liquors,  tux  of  $1  per  barrel  on 

J^fowers'  special  tax 

Dealers  ip  malt  liquors'  special  tax 

Totol 


Receipts    for 
liflcal  year 
li}75. 


18, 743, 714  62 
S26, 423  44 
173, 636  35 


9,114.004  41 


Receipts    for 
fiscal  year 

1870. 


$9,159,675  95 
222,553  68 
189.051  ai 


0,571,980  66 


Im'rcaic.    i  l>r<i«.H 


$li:i,93133 


|.»  »" 


USH  66 


431,146  01        :i,.H. 


Sliowing  a  not  aggregate  increase  of  $427,270.25. 
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Tbe  namber  of  brewers  eDgaged  in  tbo  manafactore  of  fermented 
liquors  duriog  tbe  fiscal  year  ended  Jane  30, 1876,  was  3,293,  distributed 
as  follows : 


AUbam* 4 

ArizoDA 10 

ArkAoaas......  ..••. •-••  1 

Califbniia 229 

Colondo 32 

Conneoiicat 29 

DakoU 10 

I>eUware 3 

District  of  Colombia 16 

Florida 0 

Georgia 3 

Idaho 9 

Illinois 183 

Indiana 112 


Iowa 


Kentoeky 

Lioviiaiana 

ICatne 

Maryland 

ICaaaachiiaetU ••• 

Michigan 164 

MinnMota 135 

Misainippi 0 

Miaaoim 105 


156 
42 
39 
13 
G 
80 
41 


I 


Montana « 2G 

Nebraska 2a 

Nevada 38 

New  Hampshire ».  7 

NewJersey 87 

NewMezioo 9 

New  York 483 

North  Carolina 0 

Ohio 262 

Oregon v....  34 

Pennsylvania 420 

Rhode  Island 7 

Booth  Carolina 2 

Tennessee 4 

Texas 58 

Utah 27 

Vermont 2 

Virginia 12 

Wsihington 21 

West  Virginia 20 

Wisconsin 29:5 

Wyoming 11 

Total 3,293 


ABSTRACT  OF   REPORTS    OF   DISTRICT   ATTORNEYS   FOR   THE  FISCAL 

YEAR  1876. 


SUITS   COMMENCED, 

Number  of  criminal  actions 5,070 

Number  of  civil  MiiioiM  in  perwnam 837 

Number  of  actions  la  rem 343 


Whole  nomber  commenced G,250 

SUITS  DECIDKD  IK  FAVOR  OF  THE  UNITED  8TATE8. 

Namberof  criminal  actions 2,575 

Number  of  civil  actions  ta|ierBO»tam 677 

Namber  of  actions  in  rem , 335 


Whole  number  of  snits  decided  In  favor  of  tho  United  States 3, 587 

SUITS  DECIDED  AGAINST  THE  UMmSD  STATES. 

Namberof  criminal  actions 1)20 

Nomber  of  civil  actions  In  j»erMmam 212 

Namberof  actions tn rem i 23 


Whole  number  of  suits  decided  against  the  United  States 1, 161 

SUITS  SETTLED  Olt  DISMISSED. 

Namberof  criminal  actions 1,192 

Namberof  civil  actions  inpenonam G^tO 

Namberof  actions  tn  rem 81 


Whole  namberof  suits  settled  or  dismissed 1,903 

SUITS  PENDING  JULY  1,  1876. 

Nomber  of  criminal  actions 5,561 

Nomber  of  civil  actions  tit  pcraonam 1, 488 

Namberof  actions i/t r^m 320 


Whole  number  of  suits  pond iiip^  July  1,  If^O 7,369 

10  Ab 
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Amount  of  Jadgmenta  recovored  by  the  United  States  in  criminal  actiooa .     ^  1 1  < 
AmouBt  ol  jaogments  recovered  by  the  United  States  in  civil  actions  im 

personam ^ 1,  (H 

Amount  collected  on  judgments  and  paid  into  conrt  in  criminal  (ictions.  (• 

Amount  collected  on  Judgments  and  paid  into  court  in  civil  actions  in 

personam l('l 

Amount  collected  on  judgments  and  paid  into  court  iu  actions  in  ren^  or 

proceeds  of  forfeiture ..«..       1' 

ABSTBAOT  OF  SEIZURES. 

Seizures  of  property  for  violatioa  of  iuternal  revenue  lavr  darii; 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876,  were  as  follows : 

525|303i  gallons  of  distilled  spirits,  valued  at $^' l'' 

424  barrels  of  fermented  liquors,  valued  at I 

78,751f  x^unds  of  tobacco,  valued  at I< 

l,552,7t22  cigars,  valued  at V7, 

Miscellaneous  property,  valued  at ^*l.'s 

Total  value  of  seizures 1,4:;^. 

ABSTRACT  OF  OASES  COHPROMISED. 

The  whole  number  of  cases  compromised  under  section  3229,  lie 
Statutes,  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  Juno  30, 1876,  was  019. 

Amount  of  tax  accepted $.'M.  4 

Assessed  penalty,  fixed  by  law ' 

Specific  iMoalty  in  lieu  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures '*],*4 

Total  amount  received  by  compromise 117,  • 

SALARIES   OF  COLLECTORS. 

The  recommendations  made  for  the  salaries  of  collectors  for  fiscal  i 
1876  were  based  upon  the  following  table : 

For  collection  of— 

$25,000  or  less 5 

25,000  to  $37,500—812,500 i 

37,500  to   50,000—  12,500 t 

50,000  to   75,000—  25,000 ;i 

75,000  to  100,000—  25,000 

100,000  to  125,000—  25,000 

125,000  to  175,000—  50,000 

175,000  to  225,000—  50,000 

225,000  to  275,000—  50,000 

275,000  to  325,000—  50,000 ::, 

325,000  to  375,000—  50,000 iv 

375,000  to  425,000—  50,000 iv 

425,000  to  475,000—  50,000 :? 

475,000  to     550,000—75,000 :' 

650,000  to     625,000—  75,000 :> 

625,000  to     700,000—  75,000 o. 

700,000  to     775,000—  75,000 I. 

775,000  to     850,000—  75,000 4. 

850,000  to     925,000—  75,000 4. 

925,000  to  1,000,000—  75,000 4. 

1,000,000  and  upward 1.. 

The  recommendations  made  for  the  salaries  of  collectors  for  the  (*i 
rent  fiscal  year  were  based  upon  an  estimate  of  their  probable  colItTtii^ 
according  to  the  above  scale  with  the  qualification  that  if  the  actual  o 
lections  vary  from  the  amounts  estimated,  the  salaries  will  be  re-adjuNi* 
at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year. 


It 
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CONSOLIDATION  OF  COLLECTION  DISTRICTS. 

Ujioii  the  passage  of  the  appropriation-act  approved  August  15, 1876, 
providing  that  the  number  of  internal-revenue  collection-districts  should 
l>c  reduced  to  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  that  said 
reduction  should  take  effect  on  September  1, 187G,  or  as  soon  thereafter 
as  may  bo  practicable,  the  work  of  making  such  reduction  was  entered 
ni>on  and  is  now  about  completed. 

A  plan  for  such  consolidations  had  been  sketched  by  my  predecessor, 
and  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  collecting  the  revenues  based  upon 
said  plan  was  submitted  to  Congress.  Upon  reviewing  the  same,  how- 
ever, I  found  it  necessary  to  make  some  important  modifications,  so  as 
to  preserve,  as  near  as  might  be,  the  large  collection-districts  intact, 
and  in  doing  so  the  reduction  in  the  expenses  contemplated  when  said 
estimate  was  made,  has  not  been  fully  realized.  I  am  satisfied,  Uiongh, 
that  the  interests  of  the  public  service  will  be  better  subserved  by  miSn- 
taining  the  districts  as  now  established,  than  to  have  consolidated  a 
namber  of  the  large  collection-districts,  as  contemplated  in  said  plan. 

After  the  consolidation  was  ordered  by  the  President  a  careful  examin- 
ation was  made  of  the  subject  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  con- 
solidated districts  during  the  current  fiscal  year  upon  a  basis  that  would 
insure  the  greatest  efficiency  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues  with  the 
appropriation  made  by  Congress  for  that  purpose.  Certain  recommend- 
ations were  made  to  you  for  allowances  for  the  various  coUection-diB- 
tricts  of  the  United  States,  which  allowances  were  approved  by  yon  and 
are  now  in  force.  It  was  found,  however,  that  more  time  was  required 
for  collectors  to  execute  the  necessary  bonds  and  make  tiie  requisite 
arrangements  for  transfers  than  was  at  first  contemplated,  and  thus  the 
expense  of  maintaining  the  districts  as  they  existed  berore  the  act  of 
Congress  providing  for  the  reduction,  has  been  much  greater  than  was 
expected. 

It  is  proi^er  to  state  that,  as  the  appropriation  for  the  pay  of  collectors, 
deputies,  &c.,  is  a  good  deal  less  than  the  estimates  therefor,  it  was 
fond  necessary  to  reduce  the  pay  of  deputy  collectors  and  clerks  about 
G  per  cent,  below  the  allowances  of  last  year,  and  in  some  instances 
to  reduce  the  number  of  employes  in  the  districts.  As  now  arranged, 
many  deputy  collectors  have  five  or  six  counties  under  their  charge. 
These  officers  are  required  by  law  and  regulations  to  travel  through 
their  divisions  from  time  to  time,  to  prevent  the  perpetration  of  frauds 
upou  the  revenue,  to  collect  the  revenue,  and  to  accumulate  the  neces- 
sary facts  upon  which  assessments  are  made.  This  involves  large 
expense,  which  the  officer  has  to  pay  out  of  his  salary,  and  which,  in  a 
majority  of  instances,  leaves  him  a  very  small  sum  as  net  salary. 

A  very  important  qnestion  arises,  whether  the  efficiency  of  the  serv- 
ice and  the  collection  of  the  revenues  are  not  endangered  by  an  inade- 
quate appropriation.  Persons  and  firms  liable  to  pay  internal-revenue 
taxes  aix*  constantly  changing,  and  their  number  increasing,  and  there 
i:^  a  steady  increase  of  the  revenue  collected,  so  that  it  becomes  highly 
importatit  that  a  liberal  appropriation  should  be  made,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide that  all  persona  liable  to  such  tazes  shall  be  required  to  pay  the 
Kamo ;  anil  I  am  satisfied  that  while  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  col- 
lectors may  superintend  the  business  of  collecting  the  revenue  it  will 
bii  the  bL'st  ccouoaiy  to  appropriate  a  sum  sufficient  to  increase  the  force 
of  deputies  at  least  10  per  cent. 

As  soon  as  the  accounts  of  the  collectors  of  the  consolidated  districts 
are  dosed,  I  will  again  go  over  the  subject  of  the  expense  jTor  the^urr!3|it 
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fiscal  year,  and  report  to  yea  whether,  in  my  opiuiou,  the  ser\  i 
be  maintained  with  the  present  appropriation. 

GAIJGEES  AND  GAUGEKS'  FEES. 

The  provisions  of  the  appropriation-act  approved  August  1  o 
dispensing  with  'Hhe  ganging  of  packages  of  distilled  spirits  fill 
the  premises  of  wholesale  liqnor-dealers,"  and  providing  that  sucli 
ages  ^*  shall  thereafter  be  stamped  under  such  regnlations  as  the 
missioner  of  Internal  Bevenne  may  prescribe,"  and  also  autho 
*Hhe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
missioner  of  Internal  Bevenue,  to  impose  the  duties  of  storel; 
and  ganger  upon  the  same  ofScer,"  have  so  recently  become  laM 
this  office  is  unable  now  to  speak  definitely  as  to  their  effect  ui>(» 
service. 

It  is  clear,  however,  that  while  the  provision  first  mentione^I  ^ 
will  result  in  a  very  considerable  saving  in  the  amount  heretofore 
as  fees  and  expenses  to  the  gangers  employed  at  wholesale  liquor 
ers,  the  addition  of  clerical  labor  thus  imposed  upon  the  collccto 
the  issue  of  wholesale  liquor-dealers'  stamps  direct  from  the  collet 
office  will  doubtless,  in  some  districts,  involve  some  additional  ex] 
for  clerical  force,  not  considered  when  the  estimates  for  expenses  o 
lectors  were  prepared.  While,  therefore,  said  act  reduces  very  conn 
ably  the  expenses  to  be  paid  from  the  appropriation  for  ^'  subordj 
officers  of  internal  revenue,''  it  will  increase  the  amount  to  be 
from  the  appropriation  for  ^^  exptsnses  of  collectors,"  and  form  one  ol 
reasons  that  may  make  it  necessary  to  ask  for  a  deficienc^^  appropri^i 
under  that  head. 

The  amount  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  storekeepers  and  gauge 
dependent  upon  the  production  of  spirits.  8uch  exiiense  will  diinii 
or  increase  in  proportion  as  the  production  of  spirits  diminishes  oi 
creases;  and  as  the  production  of  spirits  is  now  steadily  increasin 
sufficient  force  of  storekeepers  and  gangers  must  necessarily  be  kep 
properly  superintend  the  work  and  protect  the  revenues  of  the  Gov< 
ment    This  expense,  therefore,  is  not  a  subject  of  exact  calculation, 

The  amount  appropriated  for  this  service,  including  pay  and  cxih>ij 
of  agents,  and  tor  miscellaneous  expenses  connected  with  the  servi 
was  one  million  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dolh 
($1,476,000,)  being  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  doll 
($425^000)  less  than  the  amount  actually  expended  for  the  service  durj 
the  last  fiscal  year.  Although  a  number  of  gangers  have  be^^n  d 
charged  under  the  act  dispensing  with  the  gauging  of  wholesale  li(]n 
dealers'  packages,  and  the  offices  of  .storekeeper  and  ganger  have 
many  instances  been  consolidated  as  provided  by  said  act^  yot  it  is  c 
tain  that  there  will  not  be  a  saving  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  the 
sand  dollars  ($435,000)  thereby,  so  that  it  will  be  absolutely  necossa 
to  ask  Congress  for  a  deficiency -appropriation  to  maintain  this  8ervi( 

This  subject  shall  receive  careful  attention  when  a  greater  amount 
data  is  obtained  upon  which  to  base  a  calculation  as  to  tbe  amount 
money  reqnired  for  this  expense  during  the  present  fiscal  year. 

Tbe  total  of  the  expenses  of  every  description  incident  to  the  collt 
tion  of  the  internal  revenue  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  as  shou 
by  tbe  books  of  the  Department,  is  four  million  «evon  hundred  an 
thirty-seven  thousand  four  hundriHl  and  thirty-five  dollars  and  ei^'btj 
four  cents,  ($4,737,4«).1.$4.)  To  this  sum  should  properly*  beiiddcd  ci  i 
j^in  accounts  for  serviceduring  that  period  not  yet  mljustedjaj^'gre^atii!^ 
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U  i>  c»tiuiaUHl,  aliuut  tbirty-five  tbousaiid  tlullars,  (^35,000,)  uiukiiig  tbo 
cutire  cost  of  rullectiiig  the  internal  revcone,  including  expenses  of 
the  oflioe  of  tbe  Commissioner  of  Internal  Itcvenue,  dnring  tbc  year,  not 
oTtrr  foar  million  seven  bondred  and  seventy-five  thousand  doUans 
(M^TMyOOO.)  As  tbe  total  collections  for  tbe  year  were  one  hundred  and 
seventeen  million  twohnndreil  and  tbiity-six  thousand  six  hundred  and 
tveoty-flve  dollars,  (8117,237,087,)  the  cost  of  collection  is  thus  shown 
to  be  four  and  one-fourteenths  (4j^)  cents  on  each  dollar  collected. 

ASSESSMENTS. 

The  followiuj?  table  shows  tbe  assessments  made  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Internal  Revenue  during  the  perioil  specified : 


Artirl**  or  </rc>ipatluD. 


A  weMiueut- vean. 


i-?-:.. 


Yi 


ia  the  pfwlurtion  of  tll«tillr«1  Ki»irit«... 
Atctlala  UMtsd  iu  lb«  pniducli(«ii  uf  dU- ) 

■piriu 

'itM.  rapltal.  •»!  rirvnUtioii  of  bauL*  and  banker  a 

u  ttriJM>«l  wr  f rBiHlulMtly  rmm  r«l 

i4  Ikmor*  rrflMTMl  fniiu  brewcrv  uaMampril 

mmB.  ami  elgmn*  rvmovvd  froai  Caclory  iiOMlAinped 
artk !«•  r^OMfVcvl  fruiu  ma&ufAituij  uiuUBipvil  ' 


Ide  pciuUtl««,  iBUsTMl,  tAzn  pn- 

ienee  mno^y  amt  delkleocJiHi  iu 

CI*  wiiu  h  L«T«*  beeo  ruUcctcd ;  also  tlDeii. 

M«  am4  forfniorrti  |iaid  to  collector*  br  order  of 

ar  by  orrirr  rf  Srrrrtart .  and  amoont  or  penaltiea 

rrrri%c4  1*ir  lattdatius  unstaaipea  inatru- 

rnmB  >> 

(iMvaar-i 

lanMar  ai-d  dttidrod* 


irm.  1-24  i:. 

3.  'Kl.  ?•:.!  00 
l-JK  7M  90 

&.tu  we 
xn.  \m  OS 

It'.l.lL'*  3e 


Tacal. 


3».  4a-4  71 
tee.eOe  10 


1-7C. 


3.  Wf,  0-7  fil 

tf,ll(i,9Jt)  51 

1U«003  b-7 

lH.7<t3  i;i 

U.793  3h 

li:i,Cii«  !(9 

13tf,  e-13  M 


FiMcal  Tear. 


I 
40>J»C81  .'4 
'        73^  ^'iM! 
I      26e,4y7  M  I 


1376. 


83.901  73 

3.tnu.ct0<n 

1.963,931  SI 

96, 3D  93 

104.  Mi  W 

»,eii  Vt 

110,M7  .W 


491. 473  St 

Kk  H04  31 

917.  JSM  W 


I 


C>.:e30,003  99     7.4lU,6C3tiH|    7, 190, 7»  34 


Upon  comiKirLson,  it  is  observed  that  there  waA  an  increase  of  assess- 
Its  ilnrini;  the  year  ende<l  April  30, 187G;  over  tllo^e  made  during  tbe 
rear  ended  April  .'tO,  1S75,  as  follows : 

^  dcAcimriM  ami  ou  ci^cpaa  of  matcriala  tucd  iu  the  produc.iou  of  did- 

tilMtfiirita SW.tTTS  OC, 

^m  fcrvMutcil  ]i>|iiiira  rminvi*«l  fruin  brt*w«*ry  iiiMtaui|»ed 71 .  ^i7  ^i 

J'lfinfMy  articidi  rftuored  irom  iiiaunfiiciory  uuatainped 4.  rjr>4  4«i 

l^aaaa  rrpofftcd  ou  Kuriu  •> .' rt.'/72  K] 

And  a  decrease  as  follows : 

•»&  4rpOHta.ra pita],  attd  cirrnlat ion  of  boil kaaii«l  Uuikers ^ir>,dii3  '30 

•  %  4jrtillMl  spirt  la  •ri<r«1  ur  frmndaleiitly  reinov«<1 *jGcJ,  .'lOU  90 

•  »•  latecen,  aftnfl.  mnI  ciirara.  renin ved  Irom  factory*  iinktotntRMl r»,  974  01 

ihMa4p«uJUn» 3l4,3«*i  aS 

I.«;acjflB  aoil  ancccaaifNiA *V2,3:a  tf7 

•fMTialtazfv i:W.4U5  IW 

lagnt  J  aod  diTideiida :WU,310  .VJ 

The  Mt  decrease  being,  iSVJ^i^^L 

TW  gremt  falling  off  in  assessments  has  lie^Mi  on  Iiiconies  and  dividends, 
•piriu  flrsadolently  removed,  nssrssefl  i^enalties,  and  simm-isiI  taxes. 
TW  tBsea  on  ioeomea  and  dividends  are  tho'^'  which  have  accrneil 
hva  repnded  in  IHTO,  and  the  data  lor  a5ses<4nii»iit  of  such  taxe.s 
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have  been  obtained  throngh  special  investigations  by  internal-re  \ 
officers. 

Special  taxes  as  well  as  all  other  taxes  payable  by  stamps  an 
assessed  when  the  tax  is  paid  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  recjui  i  < 
law,  and  the  decrease  in  the  anioant  of  special  taxes  assessed  is  re^.  i 
ns  indicating  that  the  proportion  of  snch  taxes  which  were  prori 
paid  was  greater  in  1876  than  in  1875.  In  proof  of  the  oorreetiM* 
this  view,  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  collection  of  sj) 
t:ixes  in  the  Urst  month  of  the  special-tax  year  187G  was  three  Ijiwj 
and  ibrty-two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dollars  and  si 
ilKht  cents  ($342,767.68)  larger  than  the  collection  in  the  same  im 
of  tho  year  1875,  while  the  collections  for  the  two  succeeding  moi 
show  a  considerable  decrease  for  the  year  1876,  as  will  appear  from 
following  statement  : 


Collected  Hay,  1875 |3. 304, 608  43 

June,  1875 471, 192  78 

Jnly,1875 227,962  49 


CoUectod  May,  187C $3, 647.  i>T 

June,  1870 4ir>,7>i 

Jnly,1876 'Mi,  it* 


The  great  bulk  of  special  taxes  having  been  promptly  paid  when  d  i] 
1876,  the  assessment  of  i)enalties  was  necessarily  decreased,  althou^li 
additional  reason  for  this  decrease  is  found  in  the  fact  that  during  the  f 
vious  year  the  amount  assessed  was  rendered  unusually  large  bv  penal  i 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  to 
teen  dollars  and'fifty-slx  cents,  ($113,914.56,)  which  were  assessed  agai 
certain  manufacturing  and  other  corporations,  as  set  forth  in  the  rep 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Bevenue  for  the  fiscal  year  1875.  Vi 
reference  to  the  same  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  decrease  of  dth 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three  dollar^  and  thirty-nine  cvi 
($16,863.39)  on  deposits,  capital,  and  circulation  of  banks  and  hanU 
IS  more  than  counterbalanced  by  assessments  made  against  the  man 
fiioturing  associations  of  taxes  which  were  due  and  assessable  duiii 
previous  years.  These  assessments  amounted  to  two  hundred  lu 
twenty-seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  and  ei^ti 
cents,  ($227,715.80,)  which  being  deducted  firom  the  total  tax,  tin 
million  nine  hundred  and  eighty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  lilt 
one  dollars,  ($3,983,951,)  leaves  a  balance  of  three  million  seven  Lii 
dred  and  fifty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars  an 
twenty  cents  ($3,756,235.20)  tax  on  the  current  banking  business  of  tli. 
year,  or  two  hundred  and  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fittjtw 
dollars  and  fortv-one  cents  ($211,852.41)  less  than  that  assessed  durin 
the  year  ended  April  30, 1876. 

The  increase  of  eighty-two  thousand  two  hundred  and  8eventy-t\\ 
dollars  and  eighty-tlm^e  cents  ($82,272.83)  in  items  rei>orted  on  Fon 
68  is  in  consequence  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  recovered  tun 
distillers  and  others  engaged  in  the  production  of  illicit  spirits,  am 
paid  to  collectors  b}'  order  of  the  courts. 

The  assessments  of  taxes  on  fermented  liquors  are  usually  tho8o  wh  irl 
have  been  made  under  the  rule  adopted  July  15, 1874,  that  one  hnrnl  •> 
beer  should  be  produced  from  every  two  and  one-half  biusholN  of  nnil' 
or  its  equivalent.  Assessments  of  this  character  made  duriu;;  the*  yen 
ended  April  30,  1876,  exceeded  those  made  during  the  vear  cud 
April  30, 1875,  by  seventy-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  so 
dollars  and  eighty-two  cents  ($71,257.82.) 

The  foi*egoiug  stiitcment  shows  the  assessments  made  duriu{;tlie  IImmI 
year  ended  Juno  30, 1876,  as  well  as  the  assessments  made  durin;;  tli 
assessment  years  1875  and  1876.  Previous  statements  have  sbowu 
amounts  assessed  by  assessment  years  only. 


I'll 


\(  n 


(' 
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OPERATIONS  AT  DISTILLERY  WAREHOUSES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  distilled  spirits  in  taicable 
gallons,  at  seventy  cents  and  ninety  cents  tax,  placed  in  distillery  ware- 
houses, withdrawn  therefrom,  and  remaining  therein  at  the  beginning 
and  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876. 


Ooantlty  of  diMtilled  spirits  remainlns;  in  bozid  Joly  1, 1875,  at  70  cents 
Qoaatity  of  distilled  spirits  remaining  in  bond  July  1, 1675,  at  90  cents 


Total  renttinlnj;  in  bond  J'nlj  1, 187S 

I>isti]led  qiirits  exported  and  nnacconnted  for  Jane  30, 1675,  at  70  cents 
Distilled  spirits  exported  and  nnacconnted  for  Jane  30, 1875,  at  90  cents. 


Total  exported  and  nnacconnted  for  June  30, 1873 

Distilled  spirits  produced  from  July  1, 1875,  to  Jane  30, 1676,  at  90  cents 


Gallons. 


4,141,863 
9,935,370 


473,035 
S44,48S 


DlaUUsd  spirits  withdrawn,  tax-paid,  under  act  of  Jone  6, 187S,  at  70  cents* . . . 
Distilled  spirits  withdrawn,  tax-paid,  under  act  of  Msrcb  3, 1675,  at  90  centst. . 

Total  withdrawn,  tax-paid 

Distilled  spirits  assessed  in  foorth  district  of  Illinois,  at  90  cents 

Distilled  spirits  assessed  in  first  Louisiana,  first  Missouri,  fourth  Indiana,  I 
asosnd  and  aereBth  Ktntacky,  first  Ohio,  ttnt  Pennsylrania,  and  fifth  Tir-  * 
ciBii^  at  70  cents 

Distilled  spirits  exported  under  act  of  June  6, 1872,  at  70  cents 

Diattiled  spirits  exported  voder  act  of  Maroh  3, 1875,  at  90  oente 

Diitilled  spirits  exported  and  unacooanted  for  at  70  cents 

DIsllIled  spirits  exported  and  unaccounted  for  at  90  cents 

Distilled  spirits  allowed  for  loss  by  casualty  at  70  cents 

Distilled  spirits  allowed  for  loss  by  casualty  at  90  cents 

Distilled  spirits  allowed  In  conseciuence  of  errors  in  original  reports  at  70  cents 

Distilled  spirits  withdrawn  for  scientific  purposes  at  00  cents 


3,946,274 
53, 043, 115 


56.969.389 
6.860 


7.683 

192,257 

566,439 

979,281 

966,943 

4,613 

21,840 

298 

1,918 


Total  withdrawn  for  all  purposes  named  above 

Distilled  spirits  remaining  in  Dond  June  30. 1876,  at  70  cents. 
Distilled  spirits  remaining  in  bond  JuAe  30, 1876,  at  90  cents. 


Total  remaining  in  bond  June  30, 1876 


184, 519 
12,800,364 


QaUoHi. 


13,367.853 


717,517 
57,l»6»,647 


72,044  417 


50,050^521 


18»08i8M 


7-2, 044, 417 


*  Including  4,273  gallons  tax  paid  in  June,  1875,  (fourth  district  of  Ohio,)  and  not  ioolnded  in  report 
for  that  year. 

t  lAdndiog  1.502  gallons  in  seoond  district  of  Kentucky,  and  97  gallons  in  second  district  of  MisaoQrii 
tax  paid,  daring  the  year  ended  June  30, 187.'>,  and  not  inclnded  in  tho  report  for  that  year. 

Of  the  184,512  gallons  spirits  at  seventy  cents  remaining  in  bond 
Jane  30, 187G,  only  278  gallons  were  actually  in  warehouse.  The  follow- 
ing statement  shows  the  balance  unaccoauted  for,  by  districts,  action 
taken  to  secnre  the  tax,  &c. : 


Districts. 


Foorth  Qeorgia 

Filth  Kentacky 

Sixth  Kentooky 

STSBth  KsBtaoky 

rtnftmiwrari 

Sixth  HiMonri 

Fowth  Korth  Carolina 

FtalUOhio 

EifbtesiithOfaio 

Tventy'thinl  Pennsylvania 
Foorth  Teoueasee 


Ttemarks. 


Bondfl  in  suit 

Seized  and  sold  for  violation  of  intemal-rovenue  laws. 

Bonds  in  suit. 

Ninety-four  gallons  aotoally  in  warehonse ;  bonds  in  salt  for 

balaoce. 
Spiriu  forfeited  snd  sold  by  marshal ;  bonds  in  suit 
Spirits  forfeited  and  m\iX  by  marslial ;  judgment  on  bonds . 

obtained. 
Tax  paid  by  order  of  court,  and  accounted  for  since  Jane  30, 

187(5. 

Claimml  to  have  been  destroyed  by  Are ;  bonds  in  snit. 
Bonds  in  suit. 

SeizfMt  by  United  Stat4^a  marshal ;  bonds  in  sntt. 
Bonds  ill  suit :  part  uf  tliu  spiritA  aro  reported  as  stolan  and 
part  an  destroyed  tiy  casualties. 
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Of  tho  spirits  romaining  in  bond  at  00  cents,  272,660  gallons  wor 
actually  in  warelioase,  portions  having  been  destroyed  by  Hre,  s>ii 
forfeited,  &c.,  as  shown  in  the  following  table  : 


Location. 


Pint  dtstriet,  California 

Foonhdiatriot  Georgia 

First  districts  Illinois 

SoTenih  distriot^  Kentooky 

First  district,  Hissonri 

Sixth  district,  North  Carolina 

Seventh  dl8tiiot>  North  Carolina 

First  district,  Ohio 

Twenty-second  districLPennsvlvania 
Twenty-third  district.  Pennsyrrania. . 

Foarth  district,  Tennessee 

Third  district,  Texas 

Second  district.  VirKinia 

Eighth  district,  Virginia 

Total 


Gallons. 


37,213 
1,750 
41,443 
«5,S0G 
74,806 

574 

fi38 

1,\464 

11.888 

17,884 

45 

338 
6,888 

144 


873,660 


Bemarks. 


Seized  for  taxes. 
Bonds  la  suit. 

Da 
Destroyed  by  fire. 

Seised,  forfeited,  and  sold  by  United  StAtea  far 
Bonds  in  suit. 

.  Da 
Claimed  to  have  been  destroyed  by  fire. 
Seiised:  poriion  sabseqnently  retomecL 
Bonds  m  salt. 

Da 
Claimed  to  haye  been  destroyed  by  fire. 
Bonds  in  snit. 

Da 


EXPOBTATION  OF  DISTILLED  SPIBITS. 

The  quantity  of  distilled  spirits  removed  from  distillery- warebou 
for  export  daring  the  year  ended  Jane  30, 1876,  was  687,413  galloi 
the  qaantity  so  removed  daring  the  year  ended  Jane  30,  1870,  ^ 
1,308,900  gallons,  an  increase  of  721,487  gallons,  consisting  prineipa 
of  ram. 


EXPORTATION  OP  MANTTPACTUBBD  TOBAOCO  AIO)  SNUPF  IN  BOND. 

The  qaantity  of  tobacco  and  snnff  which  had  been  removed  in  l)oi 
for  exportation  prior  to  Jaly  1, 1876,  and  iitfacconnted  for  by  landiii 
certificates  on  that  day,  is  as  follows : 

Poonda. 

Amount  removod  from  bonded  warehouse  at  20  cento  tax 77, 83U.  i 

Amount  removod  under  export-bonds  at  twenty  cento  Ux l,  C79,  t^'J'J,  I 

Amount  removed  under  export-bonds  at  24  cento  tax 1»G04. 8.vi.  \ 

Snnff  removed  under  export-bonds  at  32  cento  tax 7/>4.  i 

Tobacco  removed  under  transportation-bond,   of  which  7S,0C7  pounds 
have  been  accounted  for  by  olearance-certifLoates... 2HG7-I.(! 

Total  removed  and  unaccounted  for .' 3,C14,5:M.ri 

Bemoved  for  exportation  in  bond  daring  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jum 
30, 1876 : 

Foondi. 

Under  export-bonds  at  20  cento  tax 18,3CO.oj 

Under  transportation-bonds  at  24  cento  tax 9,385,907.7^ 

Snuff  under  transportotion-bonds  at  32  cento  tax 30,217.  en 

Total  removed  from  manufactories  during  fiscal  year 9, 434, 484. 7^1 

Grand  total 13, 019, 019.2.1 

Bxported  daring  fiscal  year  and  acconnted  for : 

Frandt. 

Tobacco  at  80  cento  tax • 1, 1&7,  lU  <  o 

Snnff  at  32  cento  tax 2,1C4.cn' 

Removed  under  transportotion-bonds  at  24  cents  tax 7, 31S,  lUL  *<: 

Snuff  removed  under  transportation-bonds  at  32  con  to  tax 30,  :)42.  iH^ 

Total  accounted  for 6,501,7?.). ^7 
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lleinaiuiDg  nnaccoimted  for  Juno  30, 187G : 

PuuniU. 

Tobacco  removoil  atuler  cxport-boods  at  20  cents  tax G18, U71. 00 

Tobacco  removed  under  transportation-bonds  at  24  cents  tax 3, 923, 873. 38 

Snnff  removed  under  transportation-bonds  at  32  cents  tax 4, 995. 00 

Total nnacconnted  for 4,547,239.38 

Grand  total 13,049,019.25 

The  qaantity  removed  from  manafactories  for  exportation  daring  the 
fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876,  is  255,168.67  poands  greater  than  that 
removed  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1875 ;  and  the  qaan- 
tity remaining  nnaccoanted  for  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1876  is 
732,704.87  poands  in  excess  of  that  .remaining  nnaccoanted  for  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year. 

DRAWBACK. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  drawback  of  internal-rev- 
enue taxes  allowed  on  different  articles  exported  dnring  the  fiscal  year 
ending  Jane  30, 1876 : 


Port  of  01  port. 


Baiti 

Boatoa 

NvwYork 

PhiladelpiiJa 

SftikFruelaeo 

Snapmrion  Bridge 
Troy 

Total 


Naof 

Proprietary 
aiticles. 

Tobacco. 

Ci^rs. 

MaoQfa  c  • 
torwloot* 
ton. 

13 
63 

3ir» 

14 

4 
S 

1 

$1.  G77  7S 
81  84 

18,778  01 

18,033  40 

1,937  48 

•350  10 

837  64 

$76  00 

36  2U 
39  40 

418 

38,115  58 

1,997  90 

75  00 

339  10 

TotaL 


|l,6n79 

8,857  85 

18,399  50 

1,937  48 

319  64 

36  99 

39  40 

30,546  88 


Total  amoont  of  drawback  allowed  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1875,  was  twenty-eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars 
and  eif^hty-three  cents,  ($28,941.83;)  showing  an  increase  of  one  thou- 
sand  SIX  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  five  cents  ($1,605.05)  in  the  claims 
allowed  during  the  past  year. 


TOBAGGO. 

The  total  receipts  from  tobacco  from  all  sources,  including  special 
taxes  upon  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  the  same,  special  taxes  upon 
raw  or  leaf  tobacco,  and  from  the  sale  of  export  stamps,  in  addition  to 
the  collections  of  the  specific  taxes  imposed  upon  manufactured  tobacco, 
snol^  and  cigars,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1870,  were  thirty- 
nine  million  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand  three  hundred 
nnd  thirty-nine  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents  ($39,795,339.91.) 

A  comparative  statement  of  the  receipts  from  these  different  sources 
for  the  last  fiscal  year  with  the  same  sources  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1875.  shows  the  following  results : 

MaoQfiifiiiiTed  tobacco,  at  94  oentB  per  pound $25,C89,6rj6  09 

BUnnfiictDnd  tobaocOy  at  20  cento  per  pound 4,656  47 

Snnff,  taxed  at  32  cento  per  pound *. 1,061,467  64 

Total  for  the  year  ended  Jnne  30, 1876 26,755,780  20 

Total  forthe  year  ended  Juno  30, 1875 25,200,759  51 

Increase  ofcoUeciions  on  tobacco  and  snuff* 1,555,020  69 
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The  above  exhibit  of  collections  ou  inanufactared  tobacco,  ir^ 
snuff,  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  shows  au  increase  of  nearly  six  ;■ 
tenths  per  centum  over  the  collections  of  the  previous  fiscal  .\  ci 
the  increase  over  the  collections  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  .*  'i 
when  the  tax  on  manufactured  tobacco,  except  snuft*,  was  coI.Ni 
twenty  cents  a  pound,  was  four  million  eight  hundred  and 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  and  sixty-oix 
($4,816,824.61,)  or  nearly  twenty-two  per  cent. 

Limiting  the  comparison  to  manufactured  tobacco,  without 
iug  snuff,  the  percentage  of  increase  would  be  still  larger,  beiii;: 
six  and  one-half  per  cent,  over  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1  >  ^ 
nearly  twenty-three  i>er  cent,  over  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jniu'  :*  i 
when  the  tax  was  collected  at  twenty  cents  a  pound. 

GiaABS  AND  CIGABETTES. 

Cigars  taxed  at  $0  per  tbonBand $10, 'J~»r 

Cigars  taxed  at  $5  per  thousand I'<i 

Cigarettes  taxed  at  $1.75  per  thousand l::', 

Cigarettes  taxed  at  §1.50  per  thousand 

Total  collections  for  year  ended  June  30, 1876 1 1 . 1  •  •'• 

Total  collections  for  year  ended  June  30, 1875 VK'^^  ' 


Increase  of  collections  on  cigars  and  cigarettes. 


y  i 


Total  increase  of  the  year  1876  over  the  collections  for  the  year  »•: 
June  30, 1874,  one  million  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one  thonsaii 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents,  ($1,771,680.21.) 

The  increase  of  collections  on  cigars  and  cigarettes  for  the  ]a>t 
was  eight  and  eighty-one  hundredths  percent,  over  the  collect  i<.>i 
the  previous  year,  and  eighteen  and  ninety-eight  hundredths  {un- 1.\ 
or  nearly  nineteen  per  cent,  over  the  year  ending  June  30, 1874,  \ 
the  tax  on  cigars  was  collected  at  five  dollars  per  thousand,  an 
cigarettes  at  one  dollar  and  a  half  per  thousand. 

OTHER  COLLECTIONS. 

Export  stamps,  year  ended  .Tune  30, 1876 $(  .i-: 

Export  stamps,  year  ended  Juno  30, 1875 .^. «...»- 


Decrease  from  salo  of  export  stamps 


.H 


Dealers  in  leaf-tobacco,  year  ended  June  30, 187G $  1 1'<,\  >  i 

Dealers  in  leaf-tobacco,  year  ended  June  30,  1875 tL'.  v  J 

Increased  collections  from  dealers  in  loaf- tobacco ^^  7.: 

Dealers  in  manufactured  tobacco,  year  ended  Juno  30, 187G $1,(''1<>,.': 

Dealers  in  manufactured  tobacco,  year  ended  June  30  1875 \,^%.  «<  - 

Increased  collections  from  dealers  in  manufactured  tobacco VJ,  ^.0 

Special  taxes,  mannfuctnrers  of  tobacco  and  cigars,  187G ^Uiit, .' 4  i 

Special  taxes,  mauuAicturers  of  tobacco  and  cigars,  1H75 UV. ::  i 

Increased  collections,  mannf:ictnrcrs  of  tobacco  and  cigars l\t<.> 

Special  taxes,  peddlers  of  tobacco,  year  ended  Jnnc  30,  187G ^M,  i'»'* 

fipecial  taxes,  peddlers  of  tobacco,  year  ended  June  30,  1H75 tu, <L7 

Decrease  in  collections  from  peddlers  of  tobacco o/M 


HEPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  TREASURY.    155 

The  total  increase  of  collections  from  all  Bonrces  for  the  last  fiscal 
year  over  the  year  immediately  preceding,  as  shown  by  the  foregoing 
fignreSy  is  two  million  four  hundred  and  ninety-ouo  tboasand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  three  cents,  (82,491,878.03,)  and 
larger  by  the  last-named  snm  than  the  collections  for  any  previous  fis- 
cal year  from  the  same  source  since  the  internal-revenue  law  has  been 
iu  force. 

PRODUCTION  OF  MANUFACTURED  TOBACCO  AND  CIGARS. 

Ck)mputing  the  number  of  pounds  of  tobacco  and  snuff  and  the  num- 
l>er  of  cigars,  cigarettes',  &c.,  produced  from  the  amounts  of  taxes  col- 
lected on  the  same,  and  we  have  the  following  exhibit  as  the  result: 

POQDdtt. 

TobMCO  tAxed  at  24  cents  per  pound 107,040, 233.71 

TobMco  taxed  at  20  cents  per  pound 23,2(^.35 

Total  qaantity  of  tobacco  remoyed  for  oonmimption 107, 063, 516. 06 

Add  snoff;  taxed  at  32  cents  per  pound 3.317,066.37 

Total  tobacco  and  snnff  removed  for  consumption 110, 380, 602. 43 

Tobacco  taxed  at  24  cents  removed  for  export; 9,385.907.75 

Sonff  taxed  at  32  cents  removed  for  export 30,217 

Total  production  of  manufactured  tobacco 119, 790, 727. 18 

Total  production  for  year  ended  June  30, 1875 128.615, 190.50 

Apparent  decrease  in  production 8,818,463  32 

This  apparent  decrease  iu  the  production  of  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jane  30, 1876,  from  the  production  of  the  previous  fiscal  years  is  believed 
to  be  apparent  only.  The  collections  since  the  inauguration  of  the 
present  stamp  system,  and  particularly  since  the  adoption  of  the  uni- 
form  tax  on  all  grades  of  manufactured  tobacco  excepting  snnff,  show 
a  uniform  increase  in  the  production  and  sale  or  removal,  annually,  of 
manufactured  tobacco.  The  large  increase  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1875,  was  undoubtedly  owing  to  the  fact  that  prior  to  the  pas* 
sage  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  which  increased  the  tax  on  manufac- 
tured tobacco  twenty  per  cent,  nearly  all  manufactured  tobacco  on 
hand  was  stamped  and  reported.  Had  not  the  rate  of  tax  been  changed 
at  that  time,  much  of  this  stock  of  unstamped  tobacco  would  have  been 
carried  forward  into  the  next  fiscal  year  before  it  was  reported  for  tax- 
ation, and  consequently  would  have  appeared  in  this  report  as  the 
product  of  the  last  fiscal  year  instead  of  being  reported,  as  it  was,  as 
the  product  of  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

The  number  of  cigars,  cigarettes,  &c.,  on  which  tax  was  collected 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  including  the  imported 
cigars  which  paid  an  intemalrevenue  tax  in  addition  to  the  import  duty, 
was  as  follows : 

Ctgan,  cheroots,  &c,,  taxed  at  $5  per  thousand 3, 057, 094 

Cigars,  cheroots,  Slc,  taxed  at  $6  per  thouaand 1,825,750,302 

Cigarettes  taxed  at  $1.50  per  thousand 3,420 

Cigarettes  taxed  at  $1.75  per  thoasaud 77,417,166 

Cigara  and  cigarettes  exporte<l 1,913,075 

Total  production 1,908,141,057 

Tear  ended  June  30. 1875 1,907,959,662 

Decrease  from  previous  year 59,818,605 
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This  dccreaso  iu  the  imnibcr  of  cigars  aud  cigarettes  is  uii<l«i 
owing  to  the  same  cause  as  has  just  been  stated  iu  regard  to 
ductiou  of  tobacco. 

In  comparing  the  report  of  the  previous  year  with  this  reji 
large  relative  increase  in  the  reported  production  of  cigarettes,  ] 
from  41,297,883  to  78,289,586,  including  869,000  exported,  is  a  uni 
fact.  This  increased  number  of  cigarettes  will  account  for  t\ 
shown  in  this  report,  that,  while  the  enture  collection  of  taxes  fron 
and  cigarettes  for  the  last  fiscal  year  shows  an  increase  of  about 
cent,  over  the  collections  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  187-1 
the  tax  was  20  per  cent,  less  than  last  year,  the  actual  namber  oil 
and  cigarettes  produced  and  sold  for  the  last  fiscal  year  exceeds 
1874  by  about  1  per  cent. 

That  there  should  have  been  an  actual  increase,  both  in  the  a 
of  taxes  collected  and  in  the  annual  production,  during  the  last 
years  of  financial  revulsion,  general  depression  in  almost  every  1; 
of  business  in  the  country,  and  of  almost  universal  shrinkage  in  v 
is  a  result  alike  gratifying  to  the  Government,  which  has  derived 
from  so  large  an  amount  of  its  revenue,  aud  to  those  interested  i 
important  branch  of  industry. 

In  connection  with  this  subjeot  of  tobacco,  I  have  to  call  the  i 
tion  of  the  honorable  Secretary,  and  through  him  of  Congress,  t 
several  amendments  and  additions  to  the  law  now  in  force,  heret 
recommended  by  this  office,  and  which  are  incorporated  into  tli 
reported  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Wa>  .s 
Means,  being  House  bill  No.  3926.  Many  of  these  amendments 
additions  are  admitted  to  be  of  great  importance  to  the  trade  as  w< 
to  the  Government,  and  therefore  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  urge  upon 
gress  action  thereon  at  the  earliest  day  practicable. 

I  would  recommend,  however,  that  the  tobacco-factories  authorlzii 
be  established  by  section  IG  of  said  bill  be  called  ^<  Export  tobacco 
tories"  instead  of  "Government  tobacco-factories,"  as  now  coui 
plated  by  said  section. 

DISTILLEBIES. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  the  Government  collected  the  sum  of  t]  i 
one  million  three  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  four  hundred  and  Din 
dollars  and  forty-three  cents  ($51,390,490.43)  upon  distilled  spirits.  1 
greats  part  of  these  spirits  were  produce<l  by  six  hundred  and  for 
seven  (647)  grain-distilleries.  These  distilleries  were  snperinteiidefl 
1,440  storekeepers  and  gangers,  and  were  located  in  oae  handred  :) 
three  (103)  coUection-districtB. 

It  would  be  quite  impossible  to  select  any  other  object  for  tnxnti 
that  would  produce  an  equal  amount  of  revenue  with  so  few  persons 
superintend  its  collection.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  amon 
of  taxes  realized  from  distilled  spirits  will  steadily  increase  from  toi 
to  year  if  the  business  of  the  distilleries  is  not  so  hampered  with  le;: 
restrictions  as  to  prevent  the  owners  from  realizing  a  fair  profit  fn> 
their  business.  Although  great  frauds  have  heretofore  been  jh* 
petrated  by  distillers  in  various  parts  of  the  country  in  combinatiit 
with  officers  of  the  Government,  yet  it  is  believed  that  these  fraudulon 
combinations  are  now  entirely  broken  up,  aud  that  the  past  eiiierienc 
of  those  engaged  in  them  has  been  so  fruitful  of  misfortune  ood  ihvh 
niary  disaster  that  there  is  but  little  probability  of  whisky  fhrnds  evi 
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reaching  the  gigantic  proportions  of  a  few  years  past  with  anything 
like  reaaonable  surveillance  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

In  many  portions  of  the  country,  men  of  great  experience  and  large 
means  are  engaged  in  this  business,  and,  in  my  opinion,  they  now  feel 
a  deep  interest  in  the  prevention  of  frauds  npon  the  Oovernment  in 
regard  to  its  revenue  from  distilled  spirits,  and  will  co-operate  with  the 
Government  in  the  prevention  thereof ;  and  I  am  free  to  say  that  the 
distillers,  rectifiers,  and  wholesale  liquor-dealers  are  manifesting  a 
difipositioD  to  co-operate  cordially  in  every  effort  made  by  this  office 
to  lessen  the  opportunities  for  fraud,  and  to  secure  the  collection  of  the 
revenues  due  the  Government. 

Since  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  the  affairs  of  this  bureau,  I  have 
endeavored  to  assure  the  persons  engaged  in  this  business  that  while 
tbey  will  be  required  to  conform  strictly  to  all  provisions  of  law  and 
pay  all  taxes  imposed  thereby,  yet,  in  administering  the  law,  it  would 
not  be  my  object  to  ensnare  them  in  its  technicalities,  but  to  give  them 
a  just  and  fair  construction  of  all  its  provisions,  so  that  their  business 
coald  be  carried  forward  without  unnecessary  restraint. 

VTheo  the  recent  whisky  frauds  were  discovered,  this  office  resorted 
to  all  legal  remedies  for  its  suppression  and  for  the  punishment  of  the 
offenders. 

Sixty-two  (62)  distilleries  and  rectifying-houses  and  other  property 
were  seized,  of  the  estimated  value  of  one  million  five  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars,  ($1,530,744 ;)  assessments 
were  made  against  various  distillers  to  the  amount  of  one  million  six 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two 
dollars,  ($1,625,772;)  numerous  suits  were  instituted  upon  distillery  and 
other  bonds,  and  for  the  recovery  of  taxes  to  the  amount  of  three  million 
two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars, 
($3,268,414;)  and  numerous  indictments  were  preferred  against  three 
hundred  and  twenty-one  (321)  persons  diarged  with  offenses. 

These  proceedings  have  been  pushed  from  time  to  time  during  the 
past  two  years,  and  have  been  fruitful  in  breaking  up  the  conspiracies 
to  defraud  the  Government  of  its  revenues,  in  bringing  many  distillers 
and  their  sureties  to  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  and  numerous  persons  to  dis« 
grace,  and  in  the  sale  of  a  number  of  distilleries  and  rectifying  houses. 
And,  as  a  result  of  the  foregoing  proceedings,  about  ^ye  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  ($500,000)  have  been  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

Some  of  the  distilleries  and  rectifying  houses  have  been  bought  in  by 
the  Government,  and  others  have  remained  idle  since  their  seizure. 
These  distilleries  are  now  falling  to  ruin,  and  in  a  short  time  will  be  of 
little  or  no  value.  A  distillery  is  really  of  little  value  except  as  a  means 
of  making  spirits.  When  you  come  to  convert  it  to  any  other  use,  the 
great  mass  of  machinery  and  fixtures  have  to  be  torn  out,  and  either 
thrown  away  or  sold  as  old  material.  Besides,  when  a  distillery  is  sold 
at  the  end  of  a  suit  for  condemnation,  it  rarely  ever  briugs  more  than 
10  per  cent  of  its  appraised  value. 

In  view  of  these  tacts,  I  state  as  my  opinion  that  the  interests  of 
theGovernment  will  be  subserved  by  having  all  the  distilleries  andrectify* 
ing-houses  that  have  been  bought  in  by  the  Government,  and  all  those 
that  are  now  under  seizure,  as  soon  as  may  be,  pass  into  the  hands  of  pri- 
vate individuals  who  will  operate  them,  whereby  this  property  will  be 
converted  into  a  means  of  producing  revenue  for  the  Government. 

I  will  add  that  when  the  Government  has  acquired  title  to  distilleries' 
and  rectifying-establisbmeuts,  their  care  and  protection  constantly  in- 
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volve  a  considerable  outlay  of  money,  and  there  is  no  direct  ] ; 
of  law  authorizing  the  leasing  of  this  sort  of  property  to  be  usi*^ 
purposes  for  which  it  was  constructed,  so  that  up  to  this  tiuie 
has  been  realized  by  the  Government  for  the  use  of  distilleries 
fying-establishments  purchased  at  sales  upon  distrain t^  or  in  | 
of  debts  arising  under  the  laws  relating  to  internal  revenue.  1 
so  acquired  is  by  law  placed  in  charge  of  this  office,  and,  upon  .i 
examination  of  the  statute,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
competent  to  rent  such  property  for  short  periods  of  time,  to  be  i 
such  other  purpose  as  the  tenant  may  see  fit  to  put  it  to  ;  ami 
soon  to  be  able  to  relieve  the  Government  of  the  expense  of  ea 
some  of  its  property  by  renting  it  to  persons  who  will  pay  a  re:ii 
compensation  for  its  use. 

As  the  law  now  stands,  distilleries  and  rectifying-houses  acquii 
der  decrees  of  forfeiture  remain  under  the  orders  of  the  court  iin^ 
are  sold  at  public  sale  by  United  States  marshals.  Such  of  tb  is  { >  ] 
as  has  been  sold  has  been  knocked  off  at  a  low  price.  Much  oi 
been  offered  for  sale  without  bidders,  and  now  remains  in  the  cusi 
United  States  marshals  at  great  expense  to  the  Government,  aixl 
rapidly  going  to  decay. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  office  should  be  invested  by  law  w\ 
charge  and  authority  over  this  class  of  property  acquired  by  ion 
under  the  laws  relating  to  internal  revenue,  to  the  same  extent  a 
property  acquired  under  the  same  laws  by  distraint  or  in  pa>  ni 
debts.  I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  urge  the  speedy  enact ni< 
the  fourth  section  of  House  bill.  No.  3926,  before  referred  to,  which  r 
to  this  subject. 

STASfPS. 

Since  the  last  report  made  by  my  predecessor  was  forwardtN] 
plan  of  requiring  the  return  of  a  portion  of  the  tax-paid  stamps  m 
ever  a  package  to  which  it  is  attached  is  dumped  for  recti ti('<i 
has  been  found  to  be  such  a  valuable  preventive  of  fraud  that  i 
been  extended  to  include  all  stamps  for  rectified  spirits  and  who) 
liquor-dealers'  stamps. 

These  three  varieties  of  stamps  for  distilled  spirits  are  now  prrji 
at  a  trifling  additional  cost,  with  a  paper  back  affixed  to  each  in  mi 
way  that  the  i)ortioo  of  the  stamp  containing  all  the  important  dat.i 
be  cut  therefrom  and  filed  with  the  Comniissiouer  or  collector,  thus 
nishing  conclusive  evidence  of  the  complete  destruction  of  the  st;n 
(rendering  its  re-use  impossible,)  and  furnishing  also  evidence  ai 
the  contents  of  the  package  bearing  the  stamp. 

It  is  believed  that  this  system  affords  the  Government  a  very  erti  <• 
protection  against  the  i>erpetration  of  frauds  in  connection  with 
collection  of  the  tax  on  distilled  si)irits. 

Obstacles  to  fraud  by  checks  against  the  covering  of  illicit  Hitiri: 
rectifying  establishments  being  thus  introduced,  this  offiee  turned 
attention  to  the  protection  of  the  Government  against  fraad  hi  v>\ 
lishments  of  wholesale  liquor-dealers.  A  new  form  of  stamp  n-:us  | 
pared  to  be  affixed  to  packages  of  spirits  filled  on  the  premise's  d 
wholesale  liquor-dealer.  These  stamps  are  only  issued  up(DD  the  m*t\ 
by  the  collector  of  a  statement  furnishing  all  the  information  reganii 
the  package  from  which  the  new  package  is  filled,  which  is  shonn 
the  stamps,  marks,  and  brands  thereon. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  and  value  of  interual  n 
cuue  stamps  of  the  various  kinds  issued  by  this  office  to  collector's 


REPORT  OP  tHB  SECRETARY  OP  THE  TREASURY. 


159 


internal  revenue  and    pnrcbasers  of  docnmeutary  and    proprietary 
t>tau)ps  during  the  tiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  viz : 


DcBoription. 


Stani|i«  for  di»tUi(^  npiritfl 

Scamp*  for  tohocoo.  ciffars,  cigarettes,  and  annff 

Suuniw  for  fonnt'ntiMl  liquors 

SuuBpA  for  special  taxes 

biaiD|ui  lor  docuiueuts  and  proprietary  articles  . 

Total 


Number. 


Vnlae. 


5, 35S.  700 

fit»,063,132 

3*^764,320 

687. 6M 

453^131.313 


715. 019, 104 


$04, 842, 160  00 
30. 623, 8S0  47 

0,970,410  00 
10. 156,  800  00 

6,46S^85d0a 


131,258,046  SO 


This  enormous  business  has  been  condueted,  I  am  happy  to  report, 
without  the  loss  to  the  Government  of  a  stamp. 

The  net  making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  iiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1877,  provided  that,  from  and  after  the  passage  thereof,  the  transmission 
of  internal-revenue  stamps  to  the  ofiicers  of  the  interual^revenne  service 
should  be  made  through  the  mails  of  the  United  States  in  registered 
packages. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  annual  cost  of  transporting  internal-revenue 
stamps  under  the  contract  entered  into  between  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Adams  Express  Comiiauy  has  been — 

For  tramsportation  of  Btainps  and  coupons  from  this  office  to  collectors  of  in- 
ternal revenoe  $44,000 

For  trmnsportation  of  stamps  and  oonpons  from  coUoctors  to  their  deputies, 
and  vicettna 5,000 

For  transportation  of  stamps  and  unused  coupons  from  collectors  to  ibis  office       1, 000 

Totol 50,000 

The  contract  included  the  transportation  upon  all  established  ex- 
press-lines at  the  following  schedule  of  rates,  viz :  Between  any  two 
points  in  the  territory  of  the  Adams  Express  Company,  and  reached  by 
it,  twenty-five  cents  per  one  thousand  dollars ;  between  any  two  points 
in  the  territory  of  the  Southern  Express  Company,  except  to  points 
witliin  the  States  of  Arkansas  and  Texas,  accessible  as  aforesaid,  thirty- 
live  centi»  per  one  thousand  dollars,  (it  being  understood  that  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Southern  Express  Company  includes  the  States  of  North 
and  .South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas, 
Arkansas,  Tennessee,  and  that  part  of  the  State  of  Virginia  lying  south 
of  Bichmond  and  west  of  Lyucbburgh ;)  between  any  two  points  in  the 
State  of  Texas,  or  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  or  between  any  two  points 
severally  in  those  two  States,  respectively,  reached  by  the  lines  of  the 
Sonthem  Express  Company,  in  manner  aforesaid,  fifty  cents  per  one 
thousand  dollars ;  between  any  two  points  in  the  territory  of  another 
express  company  than  the  Adams  and  the  Southern  Express  Companies, 
reached  as  aforesaid,  thirty-five  cents  per  one  thousand  dollars;  be- 
tween an^r  two  points,  one  of  which  is  in  the  territory  of  one  express 
company  and  the  other  within  the  territory  of  another  express  com- 
pany, reached  as  aforesaid,  excluding  herefrom  the  States  of  Texas  and 
Arkansas,  sixty  cents  per  one  thousand  dollars  ;*  between  any  two 
l^ointa,  one  of  which  is  in  the  State  of  Texas  or  Arkanmis  and  the  other 
in  any  of  the  other  States,  eighty-five  cents  per  one  thous  lud  dollars. 

Consideriug  the  fact  that  many  ot  the  stamps  trans])orte(l  under  this 
contract  were  exceedingly  bulky,  it  often  hap|)euiug  that  a  package  of 
ataoips  weighing  thirty  pounds  was  transported  from  Washington  or 
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'Sew  York  to  Nebraska  City,  Kebr.,  for  twenty-five  cents,  with 
protection  to  tiie  United  States  against  lossi  tlie  rates  ^rouM 
bave  been  reasonable. 

Stamps  shipped  by  express  are  packed  in  iron  safes  and  are  i  i 
of  trusted  messengers  of  the  express  company'-,  with  the  same 
lance  as  is  given  to  cnrrencv  or  the  precions  metals,  and  the  Go\'4 
is  guaranteed  against  loss  by  the  express  companies.  In  sharp  < 
to  the  security  thus  afforded  is  the  security  offered  by  the  postal 
of  the  country  for  registered  packages. 

The  failure  to  furnish  iron  safes  in  which  to  secure  registerc 
ages,  the  necessity  which  frequently  exists  for  throwing  the  ma 
a  car  while  in  rapid  motion,  the  transportation  of  the  mails  in  s] 
settled  portions  of  the  country  by  wagon  and  upon  horseback,  i 
quent  wetting  of  the  mails  when  such  means  of  transportat 
resorted  to,  with  no  responsibility  assumed  by  the  Post-Office  J 
ment  for  safe  delivery,  all  combine  to  warrant  the  conclnsion  t 
safety  or  convenience  the  transportation  by  mail  is  not  to  be  cot 
to  that  by  express. 

I  find  that  I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion  as  to  the  great  risk  a.i 
in  transporting  stamps  by  mail,  by  two  committees  of  the  present 
of  Representatives. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  1876,  the  Committee  of  Claims  reporti  < 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  J.  Pollock,  late  collector  at  Philad^ 
Pa.,  on  account  of  certain  coupons  of  special-tax  stamps  of  the  vt 
three  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  thirty 
cents,  ($3,433.33,)  which  had  been  deposited  in  the  post-ofSce  at 
delphia  for  transmission  to  the  Commissioner  at  Wa^ington,  but 
to  reach  their  destination,  that  ^Mt  is  not  apparent  why  property  oi 
valuation  should  have  been  committed  to  the  risk  of  postal  can  i;i 
ordinary  mail-matter. 

<'  It  occurs  to  your  committee  that  common  prudence  dictated  a 
mode  of  transit  which  existed  unquestionably  between  Philadelpbl 
Washington,  and  at  little  cost,  or  they  might  have  been  8ei 
person." 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adverse  to  the  passage  of  thi 

July  17, 1870,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  nH< 
H.  B.  bill  3921,  being  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  E.  K.  Snead,  deceased, 
collector  first  district  of  Virginia,  on  account  of  special-tax  stamp.N 
coupons  lost  while  in  course  of  transmission,  by  mail,  from  his  depm 
Idiuio,  Ya.,  to  himself  at  Onancock,  Ya.,  reported  favorably  uf)()ii 
bill,  but  took  occasion  to  say  in  their  report  that  ^'It  is  proper  to 
that  the  committee  do  not  mean  to  sanction  the  transmission  thni 
the  mails  as  proper.  The  danger  of  loss  must  be  guarded  agains 
each  case  in  the  mode  most  practicable.  In  this  case  there  was  do  oi 
mode  for  transmission,  but  by  special  messenger,  as  there  r.'as  noexpi 
between  the  points.'' 

The  total  value  of  stamps  forwarded  through  express-lines  has  li 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  dollars  per  annnm,  and  ^n  I 
the  same  are  in  the  course  of  transmission,  either  the  Oommissiouii 
collector  of  internal  revenue,  under  their  official  bonds,  are  rospoDhj 
to  the  United  States,  and  in  case  pf  a  loss  of  stamps  while  in  trum 
by  mail,  there  is  no  authority  conferred  upon  the  accounting-officers  ot  I 
T^reasury  Department  to  allow  a  credit  of  the  value  of  the  same  to  I 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Bevcnue,  if  lost  in  transmission  to  colioctii 
or  to  collectors  if  lost  in  transmission  to  the  Commissioner, 

The  responsible  oflllccr  will  thus  bo  driven  to  Congress  for  s])0( 
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legislatiou  iu  each  case.  It  is  also  beliovoil  that  tbc  sbipmeut  of  stamps 
l>y  mail  affords  peculiar  opportunities  lor  covering  a  defalcation  where 
there  is  collusion  between  the  responsible  oflicer  and  an  officer  or  agent 
of  the  postal  service. 

As  single  shipments  are  sometimes  made  of  sjianips  amounting  in 
value  to  over  one  million  dollars,  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  an  officer 
of  the  Government  might  be  seriously  embarrassed  by  the  loss  of  such 
u  shipment,  and,  in  the  case  of  stamps  which  may  be  used  without  the 
.signatures  of  internal-revenue  officers,  the  Government  might  be  sub- 
jected  to  great  loss. 

It  frequently  happens  that  a  package  of  stamps  which  would  be  trans- 
ported by  express  for  50  cents  will  require  the  attachment  of  official 
i>ostage-stamps  of  the  face  value  of  perhaps  t30.  ^ 

The  expenditure  on  account  of  official  postage-stamps  to  be  used  in 
transporting  internal-revenue  stamps,  coupons,  and  stubs  of  stamps  by 
mail  will,  it  is  estimated,  be  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  per 
annum.  Thid  amount  may  not  be  the  cost  to  the  United  States,  but,  if 
the  basis  of  compensation  to  railroad  companies  for  transporting  the 
maila  is  the  weight  of -the  matter  transported,  the  addition  of,  say,  two 
hundred  tons  in  weight  must,  it  would  seem,  cause  an  additional 
expense  to  the  Government. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  therefore,  it  would  seem  to  be  worthy  the 
scrions  attention  of  Congress  whether  the  repeal  of  the  statute  referred 
to  would  not  be  conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Government. 

REVENUE  AGENTS. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  thirty-five  persons  have  been  employed, 
from  time  to  time,  as  revenue-agents. 
$53, 1M4  91  have  been  expended  for  salaries,  and 
31,933  45  have  been  paid  for  expenses. 

85, 878  36  total. 

I  will  not  undertake  to  give  a  detailed  statement  of  the  services  of 
these  officers  during  the  past  year.  They  constitute  a  corps  of  intelli- 
gent, energetic,  honest,  and  capable  men,  and  have  been  and  aro  of 
incalculable  advantage  to  the  bureau. 

Since  the  repeal  of  the  law  authorizing  the  appointment  of  super- 
visees, I  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  subdivide  the  country  into  dis- 
tricts, and  with  this  view  have  arranged  eighteen  revenue-agents'  dis- 
tricts, and  assigned  one  revenue  agent  to  each  district,  leaving  seven  for 
oUter  and  more  general  duty,  F.  D.  Sewall,  one  of  that  number,  being 
in  charge  of  revenue-agents,  with  his  office  in  the  bureau  at  Washington. 

The  duties  of  these  agents  are  multifarious.  They  are  required 
to  Tisit  all  distilleries,  breweries,  and  tobacco-factories  in  their  respective 
districts,  and  see  that  all  officers  are  diligently  performing  their  duties 
and  that  the  laws  are  strictly  enforced.  When  ordered  to  do  so,  they 
make  examinations  of  collectors'  offices,  and  assist  in  the  transfer  of 
such  offices  where  consolidations  of  districts  or  a  change  of  collectors 
occur.  In  traveling  through  their  districts,  they  are  expected  to  detect 
all  firandnlent  practices  perpetrated  against  the  Government,  and  are 
rcqnired  to  report  all  derelictions  of  duty  upon  the  part  of  officers  of  Uio 
internal  revenue  or  persons  liable  to  pay  internal-revcnne  taxes.  While 
it  is  true  that  many  seizures  have  been  made  upon  information  obtained 
by  revenue-agents,  they  are  of  more  service  for  the  prevention  of  frauds. 

I  regard  the  present  force  ef  revenue-agents  as  wholly  inadequate  for 
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the  noeds  of  the  public  service ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  rt'i 
that  an  act  of  Congress  be  passed  increasing  the  nnmhers  of 
agents  from  twenty-five  to  forty. 

I  would  also  recommend  the  immediate  passage  of  Hout>i^ 
3926,  especially  that  provision  which  authorizes  the  Comnii.- 
Internal  Bevenue  to  confer  npon  revenue-agents  the  x>ower  to  i 
all  persons,  books,  papers,  accounts,  &c.,  and  to  administer  o 
these  powers  are  quite  essential  to  the  proper  i)erformanoe  of  il  u  i 
Iftre  often  required  at  their  hands. 

MISOBLLANEOUS. 

In  compliance  with  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  Aagast  1  i 
the  number  of  officers,  clerks,  and  employ^  in  this  borean  ws%h  i 
fifty-four,  leaving  the  offlce*force  aiid  salaries  as  follows : 

1  Commifisioner,  at • 

1  deputy  commtMioner;  at 

2  heads  of  division,  at 

5  heads  of  division,  at • 

1  fitenosrapher,  at - -.. 

25  clerks,  class  foar 

30  clerks,  class  three 

40  clerks,  class  two 

18  clerks,  class  one 

50  dorks,  at 

4  messengers 

10  laborers 

An  aggregate  of  187  persons. 

I  have  estimated  for  the  next  fiscal  year  for 

1  Commissioner,  nt 

1  depaty  commissioner,  at 

7  heads  of  division,  at ••• ••••••.•.... 

1  stenographer,  at 

25  clerks,  class  fonr 

35  clerks,  class  three 

45  0lerks,  class  two • 

18  clerks,  class  one 

50  clerks,  at • 

5  messengers 

15  laborers ; • 

An  aggregate  of  203,  being  an  increase  numerically  of  16  person 
well  as  an  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  deputy  commissioner,  5  h 
of  division,  and  stenographer. 

The  special-tax  stamps  are  printed  bv  the  Bureau  of  Eograviii;: 
Printing.  All  other  stamps  are  printed  in  the  city  of  New  York,  ui 
contracts  with  the  American  BankNote  Company,  the  National  11 
Note  Company,  the  Continental  Bank- Note  Companyi  the  Graphic  C 
pany,  and  John  J.  Crooke. 

Seven  persons  are  now  engaged  in  that  city  in  the  superiDteDdcno 
the  manufacture  and  delivery  of  stamps,  and  a  number  of  i)ersoiL^ 
required  to  receive  and  examine  the  special-tax  stamps  from  tbo  i>ur 
of  Engraving  and  Printing.  It  has  been  the  practice  for  some  y< 
past  to  pay  these  persona  out  of  the  appropriation  **  for  stamps,  pa{ 
and  dies;"  and  I  found  upon  taking  charge  of  this  boreaa  nine  j 
sons  performing  duties  at  the  office  here  in  Washington  who  were  < 
ried  on  what  was  known  as  the  "  stamp-roll"  and  paid  oat  of  .s 
appropriation.  At  le^st  four  of  them  have  been  and  are  still  m]\u\ 
to  receive  and  examine  the  speoial-tax  stamps  as  they  are  delivenil 
this  bureau  by. tbo  Bureau  of  Snirraving  ana  Printing.  The  others  \ 
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f  «vifed  npoo  tbu  wcirk  of  exunlaiug  ibc  slub-bookc  reCurDcd  by  eol- 

*aeMNj  ao  a<  to  \atifs  Uieir  oMoantj. 

Wbile  I  UD  uticfled  that  it  ia  perfeeUv  Le^niinate  to  cborg*  to  the 

"'  a  Tor  stBtDpm,  paper,  uoil  dies  the  e^itenw  of  wipertutcDdlBg 

1  TeriiyioK  tbo  count  as  tbe  Ktomim  are  nveirnl  tnai  Uie 

■  protidiog  for  nlBveo  of  tha  penouR  m  employed,  1  have 

t  doabts  aa  to  tbe  propriety  of  payiiijt  troa  Uiat  nppro- 

'  aervicM  nuidcnd  iu  keeptni;  tbo  nUuip-aouounte  iritb  col- 

Tbe  ponoofl  now  ptnployed  io  tbe  oxaminiitioa  of  tbeae  atab- 

\  in  kwpiog  tiie  iicconnts  vitb  collcctore  are  eziwrti  io  tho 

I,  ud  witb  tbe  proeiit  fnrcn  iif  tliia  borcao  tboir  aerrtoes  euiDOt 

__  . naed  with. 

~  Tww  aloo  atali*  tb»t,  iu  tbe  djvidioo  of  iuU-nial-raviuiue  ageoU,  it 
ibata  featMl  avcvesary  to  employ  six  pcnoua,  vbo  bavo  been  plaoad 
m  tbe  work  of  tbe  exaanioiUloD  of  tbe  accoaat«  of  distilleni,  tvcuflont 
I  wboli'galp  liijoor  dcalvns  fur  tbu  puqtose  of  deteutiui;  any  frauds^ 
((Bjsht  exist.  TbcM>  (lerHons  bave  been  paid  oat  of  Uio  appropria- 
I  "Mr  paoiabmetit  for  vioIatiOR  internal  reveoue  laws."  Thoy  bave 
■  ao  employeil  for  tbo  t«aaoQ  tbat  the  re;;ular  force  ba^  been  foqod 
■Scient  for  tbe  |)cnortaai)ce  of  Ibia  duty. 

all  joor  atteoUon,  and  tbroogb  ymi  tlie  aitention  of  Coogicu,  to 
a  Batters,  for  tbe  porpou  of  bavtog  legislation  npoa  this  anqjeec,  if 
dsdriaable  by  Coogreoit. 

t  aSMsMinriit  ia  uiiulo  by  tln^  '  ad  taxes,  tbe 
>  or  furporalioo  aaa<-i>«t.il,  nndf:  -  •  ihe  right  to 
h  applieatiOD  for  tbu  aluti'iDFtit  it  >nd  tbe  Com- 
ber »r  iDLemal  I't^MtiiUL-  ik  itivL->'.i  '.             j:ullcial  powers 

kparpoaeof  iavealigating  ami  ilisiidiiit;  tlii;  ji:.-it.iu;  or  legality  of 

nn  I II  III  lilt 

» ia  DO  protriAluu  of  law,  however,  for  ibe  taking  of  tcatimoiur  (br 

1  of  LboHt  tKiiMtlofix,  whk-h  ftoia  year  to  year  tnrolro  very  larse 

Tbe  pntctJee  beretofore  ba«  mod,  ami  dow  u,  to  a»- 

•  qoMtJoiu  Dpon  cijKirfe  affidavits.    Tbt-sv  atiawcr  a  |>ropcr 

t  lo  3  large  claaa  of  eoaes,  iuvolvlng  small  nume  of  raoDey ;  but  it 

I  ifaat  appIicatloiLB  arc  made  for  tbe  sbatemeDi  of  large 

.  which  leqaire  tbe  ti^tlmoay  of  uauariMia  wltaesBoa,  wboae 

■  an  frenoeotfy  obtalnw]  wiibont  an  opportunity  for  the  cross- 
"  Ml  of  toe  wltneoT)!.    Tliia  1  regard  aa  a  vtn^'  vjdoiia  syatcm, 

J  oaAtted  lor  the  jual  det^irmlnatlDO  of  Jadloial  queationa  in- 
gasj  eonaidcrable  mm  of  mooev. 

nee  neoiDBMiDd  very  caroflatiy  that  Oongrou  paaa  a  law  pro- 
.  rlbe  taklof  of  depoaltioostxnhoD  beh'-iK  di  lii.- (ini.-niment 
I  tSHwyer,  with  ampalaorj  pnoess  for  t^  " '  r^nlof 

~ptieallo&a  for  the  ababraieotof  uuteaaA.  >  l  tbe 

r  of  InicTSAl  Ileveaoe,  the  public  ,  .         -'luiru. 

)  may  be  aald  with  rcganl  to  claina  fur  Uj>:  iviuumug  »!  Uizes 
I  to  hare  betro  enuuMiiuly  or  illegally  naiMiied  or  coliooted. 

1  Lbal  (be  Govrnimcjit  bna,  lo  UoMt  past,  beao  daftsaded 
talioa  aed  aaltt  nf  illicit  ainrlta  in  Importeil  packagei  lad 

■  Bamtfactured  in  iRiitalioD  of  importod  packagM.     I  wooU, 
^  coll  Toar  atletiiKin  lo  ibii  iiut|i4M;t,  and  aak  thai  you  tMom- 

*  'e  lagiatation  lo  provide  for  Alampiog  alt  pankagea  eoateto- 

i  Uqoorn  ioiwrted  into  tbia  eooDtry  f^om  foteigD  povli,  Is 

rto  pt«Tett  the  re-oM  of  ntieb  packagca  and  tltoM  aaat  in  iaiiia- 
'  twf. 
t  the  war,  m  large  hnilaeM  woa  tnuiwoted  do  Uw  ULatisB^pl 
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Kiver  aucl  its  tributaries  in  what  was  known  as  ^^flatboats,^  wliic 
navigated  entirely  by  hand.  These  boats  were  fitted  up  and  loa 
the  various  cities  and  towns  upon  the  upper  parts  of  thoso  river 
often  several  months  were  occupied  in  legitimate  trade  froiu  pi 
place  as  they  descended  the  rivers.  This  business  is  being  resui 
a  considerable  extent,  and,  while  it  may  never  reach  its  former  |] 
lions,  will  constitute  aJegitimate  branch  of  trade. 

Under  existing  laws,  special  licenses  for  the  wholesale  or  rv 
spirits  and  tobacco  cannot  be  issued  to  persons  owning  suck  bo:i 
see  no  reason,  however,  why  persons  pursuing  this  sort  of  business  ^ 
not  be  permitted  to  take  out  licenses  in  the  same  manner  as  thoii;:ri 
were  doing  business  on  shore.  I  would  therefore  recommend  tin 
laws  be  amended  in  this  regard. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  withdrawal  of  spirits  from  bi 
warehouses  for  five  years  ending  June  30, 1876 : 

1872 r»»,  II 

1873 il'2/J 

1874 in,7i 

1875 <;i..v 

187C 0<;.t>" 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  was  a  falliug-off  in  the  withdrawal 
the  fiscal  year  187G,  when  compared  with  the  fiscal  year  187. 
5,591,609  gallons.  It  is  somewhat  difiicult  to  assign  a  satisfactory 
son  for  this  falling-oQ*.  It  is  believed,  however,  judging  from  tin 
creased  i)roduction  of  the  first  four  months  of  the  pi^escut  fiscal  3 
that  the  withdrawals  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  will  a 
those  of  the  year  1876. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  daily  spirit-producing  capacil 
the  distilleries  in  operation  for  the  months  of  July,  August,  8et>tem 
and  October  of  the  fiscal  years  1875, 1876,  and  1877 : 


1874. 


Angnatl 145,6r,7 

Septemborl 1(m4.1>M 

Ootoberl lJ»8,5flI 

XoTemberl 2A3;id 


187Su 


Angnstl 106,411 

Septeuiberl 171,009 

October  1 199,883 

2ioveuberl 317,458 


167G. 


AujDiAt  1 I^'i 

8eptf>inberl l- 

October  1  r- 

Novemberl )XL 


From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  daily  producing  capac 
of  the  distilleries  on  November  1, 1876,  was  15,201  gallons  in  excess 
that  of  November  1, 1875,  and  X9I2O  gallons  per  day  more  than  the  p 
ducing  capacity  for  November  1, 1874,  in  the  fiscal  year  when  the  wJI 
drawals  ftom  bonded  warehouses  amounted  to  62,580,998  gallons. 

From  all  the  information  received  at  this  office  in  regard  to  the  bu 
ness  of  the  distilleries,  it  is  believed  that  the  production  for  this  ye 
will  equal  that  of  the  year  1875,  ancLperhaps  go  beyond  it 

For  the  months  of  July,  August,  September,  and  October  of  the  ci 
rent  fiscal  year,  the  receipts  on  account  of  tobacco  were  8U,239,719.n 
while  for  the  same  months  for  the  last  fiscal  year  the  receipts  ^e 
913,747,344.27,  showing  a  gain  of  $492,404.80. 

The  following  table  shows  the  receipts  from  all  sources  for  the  montl 
of  July,  August,  September,  and  October  of  the  current  fiscal  yen 
together  witli  a  comparison  of  the  receipts  for  the  same  months  of  la^ 
year : 
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Soorcea  of  revenna. 


Iteoolptsfhmi 
July  1,  ISTri, 
to  October 
tl,  1875. 


Receipts  ftom 
July  1, 1870, 
to  OctolMsr 
31. 1876. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


ftrmiTs. 

nr»n«Iy  distilled  from  spplen,  peaclioA,  or 
:mip«« 

S|»irita  distilled  ftx>m  matnisU  otlier  tlian 
apples,  peaches,  or  gi-aiios 

ne«-tliWrs*^ special  tax 

1  >r<aleTii,  retail  linnor 

l>eaieni»  wholesale  linnor 

ii  Aiiufartiarers  of  stills^  and  stills  antl  worms 
manntactnred 

Stamps  for  distilletl  si>irits  Intended  lor  ex- 
port  

Slumps,  wan*lioaNe,  rcrtinor^',  and  dealers ... 


$179,259  35 

ifi,  rrn?,  489  24 

*A  450  l.'i 

394,  nr>2  2!) 

46,592  28 

1,SC3  58 

517  50 

8i,50s  ao 


1390, 003  9G 

IC,  895, 155  17 

17,979  20 

360,335  90 

30,005  82 

1, 953  24 

414  40 

89,185  20 


$210,774  CI 
531,CG5  93 


Total I  17,100,3%  63 

TOD.VCCO. 


17,791,231  95 


«S5,470  95 
34,010  3;i 
0, 986  46 


*'*J*ars.  ehsroots.  and  clcarettcfl 

ManofiMiiireriof  elgars 

<nx»1t 

1  «ibafeeo  of  all  descriptions 

scamps  for  tobaeco  or  snnff  intended  for  ox- 
port 

Ltcolera  in  leaf-tobacco 

lU'tali  dealers  in  leaf-tolMM»o 

liealcrs  in  uannfiMrtared  tobacco 

Msnvfaetnreraof  tobaooo 

i't'ddlersof  totaoco 


Total 


TElUtENTXD  UQUOB& 

Fermented  lloaors,  tax  of  (1  per  barrel  on 

I  brewers' spe^I  tax 

l*talsn  ia  malt  liquors 


3.902,225  91 

12,551  75 

:Jrt»,  21 :»  Vsi 

9, 21'i,  CIW  95 

I 

2,112  10  j 
6,  «92  63  I 
1. 08:1  33 
163, 157  09 
785  98 
5,633  91 


3,  P74, 425  34 

11,850  05 

370, 4H8  Ki 

9,8II»,3TJ  36 

2, 535  10 
8,  «)5  03 

53:1  33 
14C,  177  33 

566  74 
5,197  97 


liCr.,G74  41 

4*23  00 
1.712  40 


13^  747, 344  97     14, 230, 740  07        608, 809  81 


87, 8C0  57 
9.7:i4  «) 


550  00 

16,979  70 

219  24 

434  94 


110.405  01 


3,428.843  39 
10,466  84 
31,010  46 


3.499,077  48 

9, 130  71 

S6, 176  08 


ZiSC 


71, 435  09 


1,397  13 
4.834  38 


ToUl 


BA^XS  AXD  BAKXnta. 


3,460,719  69      3,53i993  27  I        71.435  09  6.161  51 


V^uV  deposits 

kUtnk.  deposits,  SAvlufrs.  SiXi 

i;^»Weapital 

ivsn  k  eircalation 


ToUl 


597.063  09 

lOU.  372  65 

2.wi,  931  05 

11,224  68 


550, 329  ."kS 

96, 475  55 

249,  .'i09  04 

3, 918  08 


46, 733  71 
3. 897  10 
6.412  01 
7, 306  00 


904.581  47 


900,2:K05'. ,      64.349  42 


I 


A  dlieaire  stamps ;    2,109,339  31 

('••nsitiee 

A  rtielas  and  oceopations  formerly'  taxed  bnt 
■•ow  easmpt 


I 


I- 


95, 289  82 
273. 357  99  |    70, 355  82 


2,113.276  95  \ ,   55.002  36 

2J3, 925  12  I  Uy,  (X.  30 


203,602  17 


A jS^regato receipts .;  37,819,029  18  ■  3t<,a!KI.7&l  23  1,569,292  36  ;  494,557  31 


It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  the  aggregate  gaiu  for  these  four 
months  over  the  corresponding  months  of  last  year  is  $1,074,735.05. 

From  a  carefal  consideration  of  all  these  iigares,  I  venture  to  express 
the  opinion  that  the  receipts  for  the  carrent  fiscal  year  will  be 
8120,000,000.  If  no  change  is  made  in  the  rate  of  taxation,  it  is  fair  to 
aAsaroe  that  the  ))erceBtage  of  increase  of  taxes  for  the  liscuEd  year  end- 
ing Jnne  30, 187S,  will  be  equal  to  the  percentage  of  increase  in  the 
fiopalation  of  the  country,  and  such  increase  of  taxes  might  with  safety 
lie  pat  down  at  83,000,000,  giving  the  estimated  aggregate  collections  for 
the  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878,  at  $123,000,000. 
Verj*  respectfully, 

GREEN  B.  RAUM, 

Commi8sione)\ 
Hon.  Lot  M.  Morrill, 

Secretary  of  the  TrcdHury, 
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REPORT  OP  THE  COMPTROLLER  OP  THE  CUREEM 

Tbeasxtby  Depabthbnt, 
Office  op  the  Comptbollbe  of  the  Oxjrkekc 

Washingtanj  December  2,  : 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  for  the  consideration  of  Coi 
in  compUftnce  with  section  three  hundred  and  thirt;y*three  of  t 
vised  Statutes  of  the  United  States,  the  fourteenth  annual  rej 
the  Ck)mptroller  of  the  Onrrency. 

Baring  the  past  year  thirty-six  banks  have  been  organheed,  \r 
authorized  capital  of  $3,189,800,  to  which  $1,305,140  of  c{iooIati< 
been  issued.  Nine  banks  nave  failed,  with  an  aggregate  capi 
$085,000,  (including  one  which  had  previously  gone  into  liqaidj 
and  thirty-three  banks,  with  a  total  capital  of  $3,030,000,  have 
closed  by  votes  of  shareholders  owning  two-thirds  of  their  capital 

The  total  number  of  national  banks  organized  since  the  esUi 
ment  of  the  national  banking  q^stem  is  2,343.  Of  these,  fortj 
have  failed  and  two  hundred  and  seven  have  gone  into  voluntary 
dation,  leaving  2,087  in  existence  on  November  1  of  this  year. 

Three  of  these  banks,  located  in  the  city  of  27ew  York,  have  n\ 
culation,  and  four  hundred  and  thirty-three  have  reduced  their  oil 
tion  and  withdrawn  a  portion  of  their  bonds,  under  the  act  of  Jnn 
1874. 

The  act  of  July  12, 1870,  sections  6185-5186  of  the  Bevised  Stat 
provides  for  the  organization  of  associations  for  issuing  circulating  n 
payable  in  gold^  of  denominations  not  less  than  five  dollars,  at  a 
not  exceeding  eighty  per  cent  of  the  par  value  of  the  bonds  depos 
which  notes  are  printed  upon  yellow  paper,  with  a  distinctive  CDgra 
of  all  the  gold  coins  upon  the  back.  These  associations  are  require 
keep  on  hand  not  less  than  twenty-five  per  centum  of  their  out6Uiu< 
circulation  in  gold  or  silver  coin  of  the  United  States,  and  to  rec 
at  par  in  payment  of  debts  the  gold  notes  of  all  other  associations  wl 
at  the  tune  of  such  payment  are  redeeming  their  circulating  note.« 

Sold  coin ;  an4  they  are  subject  to  all  the  restrictions  of  the  Eevi 
tatutes  applicable  to  other  national  banks.  The  First  Natioual  Gold  13i 
of  San  Francisco  was  organized  on  November  30,1870,  with  a  capita 
$1,000,000,  which  was  subsequently  increased  to  $2,000,000,  and  with 
culation  of  $500,000,  which  was  subsequently  increased  to  $640,( 
There  are  at  present  nine  of  these  banks  in  operation,  all  in  the  St 
of  Oalifomia,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  $4,450,000,  and  on  a^ri 
gate  circulation  of  $2,090,600. 
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Tbe  following  table  exhibits  the  resoarces  and  liabilities  of  the  banks 
»t  the  close  of  bnsiness  on  the  second  day  of  October,  187G — the  dato 
r>f  their  last  report,  the  returns  from  New  York,  from  Boston,  Phihadel- 
phia,  and  Baltimore,  from  the  other  reserve  cities,  and  from  the  remaining 
Imnks  of  the  country,  being  tabulated  separately : 


Loans  and  iHteoaBU 

On  U.S.  bonds  on  demand 

Ud  other  stocks,  bonds,  &c., 
on  demand 

Payablo  In  Kold 

Ob  sinKl^'Bame  paper,  with* 
ovt  other  Becnrit J , 

ik  II  other  loans 

Orerdrafbi , 

Bonds  for  drcnlation 

Bonds  for  deposits 

i:.  S.  bonds  on  hand 

Other  stoeks  and  bonds 

I>ae  ftmn  reterre  ssents 

I  >ae  ftom  other  natiODal  banks 
l>ae  froB  other  banks  and 

bankers , 

B«al  estate  ftmitnre.  and  fix- 


New  York 
City. 


47haok8. 


Cnrreni  expenses 


Choeka  and  other  cash  items  . . 
Kxchaagsa  for  cleartnc-hoase. . 
Billa  of  other  natkyoarbanks  .. 

Fmadonal  cnrrenej 

Speeie ' 

Lenl'tender  notes 

XT.  &  certificates  of  deposit 

Five  per  cenL  redemption  fand. 
Dae  from  U.  &  Treasarer 


Total. 


LUBILlTlfiB. 


Capital  stock 

SorpHmfiEittd 

UndiTlded  proflU 

Natkmal  bank  ootes  ontstand- 

tog 

State  bank  neles  oatstondisg. . 

rrtTidenda  ngpald 

Indtridul  dsbosiU 

l\ada»aaiu 

of  XT.  &  disbarsing 


Dne  to  national  banks 

Doe  to  ether  banks  and  bankers 
Kotos  and  bills  redisoonnted. . . 
Bills  payable 


Total, 


$6,277,493 

58,749,374 
4,33a,0&8 

16,634,532 
98,243.569 
70,900 
19, 917,500 
775,000 
16,135,000 
10.061.841 


Boston,  Phila- 
delphia, and 
Baltimore. 


Other  TfrBorre!      Conutry 


cities.* 


99  banks. 


15, 819, 090 

3,368,687 

8^786,099 

985,419 

S,674,9«9 

1.8S6.901 

63,940,479 

l,S4O,038 

105,307 

14, 576, 574 

97,902,384 

17,365,000 

829,194 

941.225 


389,223,859 


66,400,000 

18,996,148 

8,807,906 

14,832,781 

77,800 

219,279 

184,063,417 

279.691 

145,079 
71.814.793 
93,504,660 


50,000 


380,183^853 


$843, 143 

19,114.239 
66,184 

9,355,654 

138, 596, 601 

53,92:} 

45,701,200 

600,000 

5,113,700 

3, 764. 452 

17, 357, 152 

9,416,355 

1,924,185 

6,388,038 
873,246 
952,269 

1.119,261 
19. 165. 458 

3,595,795 
263.554 

2, 824, 504 
14,4.-)2,686 

7. 620. 000 

2,036,716 
739,694 


311,237,922 


80. 886, 995 

22, 540. 7^5 

4,729,284 

38,202,086 

92,483 

1, 462, 452 

121,104,228 

977,719 

14,731 

39,255,097 

7,413,797 

113.  415 

9,144,900 


311, 937, 939 


90  banks. 


$1,031,631 

0,025,493 
3,185,558 

6,739,679 

76,204,245 

442,806 

23,164,250 

9,903,500 

3,9t«,600 

2,898,144 

14.  C26. 028 

6, 316, 500 

2,957,546 

4,873,487 
965,361 
975, 954 
783,553 

4,764,880 

1,833,969 
139,  810 

1, 197, 380 
12,163,255 

2,905,000 
997,134 
181,212 


banks. 


184. 564, 975 


47, 0O5, 500 

i4,er)a,a'ii 

3, 954, 832 

90, 164, 866 

32,793 

193, 301 

67,185,902 

1,330,813 

918.603 
15,712,932 
11, 574, 183 

589,399 
1,043.000 


Aggregate. 


1,853  banks. 


$479,169,333 


3,162,106 

249.067.450 

10.419,500 

7,904,850 
17,720,720 
55,343,771 
15,973,145 

6,210,865 

23,074,328 
4.163,618 
6.112,039 
8,283,425 


9,231,583 

908,533 

2,761,2» 

29,733,592 

1,280.000 

10,  843. 329 

875, 193 


2,089  banks. 


$927,574,979 


3,720,735 
337,170.400 
14.698,000 
33,142,150 
34. 445, 157 
87.326,951 
47, 525, 090 

12,061,983 


042, 238, 619 


305,509,747 
75, 876, 538 
28.  863, 892 

218,344,284 
418,943 

1. 987. 502 
279,031,663 

5, 368, 578 

2, 668, 376 

11, 753, 147 

5,  TJ7, 472 

3. 761. 503 
2, 916, 684 


43,191, 

6,987, 

10, 715, 

19,043, 

87,870, 

15, 910. 

1, 417, 

21.360. 

84;250, 

29, 170, 

14, 706, 

2,037, 


949 
644 
251 
140 

817 
315 
204 
767 
847 
000 
373 
323 


1,827,265^368 


400.802,233 

132,202,282 

46,445,216 

291,544,020 
622.019 

3. 855. 534 
651,385.210 

7,256,801 

3,746,782 

131. 535, 969 

48,250,112 

4, 464, 407 

6.154,784 


184,564,975      942,938,619  I  1,897,965,368 


The  reaerra  citie^  in  addition  to  Kew  York.  Boston,  Philadelphia,  nnd  Baltimore,  are  Albany,  Pitts- 
WaaUniUm,  Neir  Orleans,  Lonisrille,  Cincinnati,  Clerelond,  Chicago,  Detroit,  Hilwaokee,  Saint 
SflWiFnBidaoo. 
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The  following  table  exhibits  the  resources  and  liabilities  of  tij 
tioual  banks  in  operation,  at  corresponding  dates  for  tbe  last 
years : 


1 
1 

Oct  n, 

1860. 

1.017 
banks. 

Oct  8, 
lt970. 

Oct  3, 

1«71. 

Oct  3, 
1873. 

Sept  IS, 
1873. 

Oct  2, 
1874. 

Oct.    1. 

1,615 
banks. 

1,767 
banks. 

1,919 
banks. 

1,976 
blinks. 

3.004 
banka. 

MiUiofUL 

954.4 

3Kt.3 

38.0 

27.8 

134.8 

38L1 

31.2 

80.(1 

1&5 

109.7 

43.8 

30.3 

18.3 

2,Cfc-7 
iMinke.       1 

RESOURCES. 

LoaDS. 

MOUofu. 

683.9 

339.5 
44.6 
33.3 

100.9 
35. 3 
2:1.0 
KI.7 
10.9 

10«.7 

MHUoM. 

71&0 

340.6 

37.7 

33.6 

109.5 

37.5 

18.5 

77.8 

13.6 

91.6 

JfOIiOfM. 

831.6 

364.5 

45.8 

34.5 

143.3 

:iai 

13.3 
107.0 

14.3 
115.8 

Uaiumt. 

877.3 

383.0 
37.0 
3X5 

198.3 
33.3 
10.3 

102.1 
15.8 

13&0 
6.7 

944.3 

38^.3 
83.6 
33.7 

149.5 
34.7 
19.9 
93.4 
16.1 

100.3 

sao 

964.  7 

Bonds  for  circulation 

0therU.8.lK)nda... 

37a  :i 

3M.  1 

Otbor  stocks.  boDds,  &,o 

Doe  ftom  other  banks 

Keal  estate 

144.7 
4tL4 

Specie ^ 

C  1 

I^ecal'tender  notes. 

76.  r» 

Notional  bonk  notes 

Clearinff-honfle  exolianges.. 
U.  S.  certifloatesof  deposit. . 

1^:. 

til.  9 

4t*.f  ' 

Due  from  U.  8.  Treasurer  . . 

i:<.  c 

Other  resources 

&Sl6 

'"iii 

41.3 

SSuS 

17.3 

19.1 

Totals 

1.497.3 

1,510.7 

1.730.6 

l,75rx8 

1,830.6 

1,877.2 

1.8efi.2  '     1. 

B,    !«»_-•.    •»                       M^ 

UABIUTQCB* 

Capital  Stock 

496.4 

86.3 

4a  7 

896.1 

«KI.O 

uao 

5.9 

430.4 

94.1 

38.6 

393.9 

515.3 

130.0 

8.4 

45a3 
101. 1 
43.0 
317.4 
63L4 
171.9 

as 

479.6 
110.3 

46.6 
335.1 
63a9 
14X8 

11.5 

49L0 

13a3 

54.5 

34a3 

64ao 
17a  0 

1L5 

493L8 
130.0 
51.5 
334.3 
683.8 

ns.8 

9.1 

504.  i* 

Surplus  ftind 

134.4 

UnoiTided  prolits 

5.1.0  ' 

Cjirmlatioii ^ .... . 

310.1 

Dae  todenositors 

679.4 

Dae  to  other  banks 

Other  liabilities 

179.7 
1L«< 

Tot«]f 

1,407.3 

1,510.7 

1,730.6 

1.755i8 

1.63a6 

i,8n.9 

1,881.3       1,1 

OTHEK  SYSTEMS  OF  BANKING. 

The  Comptroller  receives  frequent  applications  for  public  docuriu*; 
containing  statements  of  tbe  resources  and  liabilities  of  tlio  l)aii 
authorized  by  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States  previous  to  i 
establishment  of  the  national  banking  system ;  and  similar  iiiqiiir 
are  also  made  in  reference  to  the  two  Banks  of  the  United  St^i 
authorized  by  Congress,  the  first  by  act  of  February  25, 1791,  and  t 
second  by  act  of  April  10, 1816.  A  resolution  of  the  Ilouse  of  Jlep\ 
sentatives  of  Juljr  10, 1832,  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
procure  and  publish  such  statements  of  the  lianks  organized  in  t\ 
various  States  as  could  be  obtained  from  State  officials ;  and  in  187.'! 
was  made  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  to  pres««] 
annually  to  Congress  similar  information  from  official  and  other  reJial> 
sources. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  1832,  a  compihition  of  Htatistici 
more  or  less  complete,  showing  the  condition  of  the  banks  in  the  .sevrr, 
States,  was,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years,  published  annually  niKi 
1863.  Many  of  these  leports  are  out  of  print,  and  when  comparatu 
statistical  information  is  desiitid  in  reference  to  particular  States  it  can 
not  be  obtained  without  consulting  a  series  of  volumes.  Informatior 
in  reference  to  the  two  Banks  of  the  United  States  is  alike  inconvenierii 
of  access.  The  Comptroller,  therefore,  deeming  the  present  time  ao«l 
circumstances  esi>ecially  appropriate,  devotes  a  portion  of  bifi  report  fot 
1876  to  the  presentation,  in  a  concise  and  convenient  form,  of  the  morti 
valnable  of  the  statistics  contained  in  these  various  reports,  together 
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hntcb  w)ditiocuiliiifon»ntia.-i  .-is  lio  Itas  bcoti  able  to  collect  rrotn 
I  alkcr  eOcial  KKirces. 

As  pnliminarji'  to  tbccc  Btatisik-t,  a  brief  akrtcb  U  lierewttli  given  of 
"     ■  ■  tOTf  of  tbe  itsmli  of  >'ortIi  America  ami  of  tlic  two  Banks  erf  tlio 
I  StoUw,  tbe  ooly  banking  iitstitntioii!*  niilboriiu^:]  by  Congreiia 
■  lotbeiwtablishDipntof  th(<natioD»l  bankiocHyRtcm.    It  isoot 
I  tiere  to  tiwM  Ibn  lii«tory  uf  banking  in  thin  comitrf,  uor  to 
ndetul  itji  pn^rme*  in  tbti  iwvrrnt  Sinter    Thn  exrcutlaa  nf 
inlil  r»iuiro  a  volume,  Instm)  of  tbe  spare  nsaaily 
[  to  an  nnntml  rtport.     A  ginnce  at  (be  bl^tory  t>l'  banking  in 
ibiuwttK  and  New  York,  anil  iu  n  fcnr  of  tbe  older  Wpotcni  and 
.-^Siiio.  «-\!iibils  tbe  geneml  oollinesof  tbe  Imnk  legislation 
s  to  ISttt.    Till*  reTi«w  presents  to  hh  in  a  favor- 
III.:  :!f  r,f  the  oliart«r  RTMeoi  of  bankn  in  Iwn  of  tbn 

.>!*  ibe  rnion,  wbiU?  it  also  <>\pawH  many  of  the 

-yMMuasitcxirtttl  i»  some  nf  tbe  olbw  States 

I  Luti'U  tUiiiuij  tti«  iwrioil  when  rircalation  wan  iR<ait^l  by  .Slate 

•        DAXK  np  rtnorn  amkbica. 

Tbe  fintt  ursaniml  bank  in  t bo  Cnitnl  Stiles,  and  ■' tbe  flrxt one  vhidi 

Iis4  any  diiwt  relation  to  tbe  tiovemment  of  tbe  United  States,"  ooin> 

d  npentimia  on  Jannary  7,  I'S2.    Tlie  inMitntionbad  its  origin,* 

[  tm  »  iMSktog  company  witbont  charter,  in  a  meeting  of  citizens  of 

Fkiladiripkla  im  Jnnii  17,  17S0,  at  which  it  iraa  re.<>ulve«)  tu  open  a 

~  'OT)   to  ibo  anioont  of   three  hundred    thousand 

'  ''nmuey.  in  real  tnoopy,"  the  intention  being  to 

:i<'  time  reported  by  ^Vasbington  tn  be  deKtitate 

1  M(-<i  of  life  and  on  the  verge  of  muliny.    Tbomaa 

V  -  ---  ivania  Assembly,  Kuggeated  a  eubficrip- 

'  Icnngban,  in  wbicb  bu  iorlosi?d  acantri- 

ii>  tbe  tnnA.  tbe  IstteT  gentleman  and 

ii;:  I  wo  bnndred  pounds  in  lianl  money. 

kjint  pnic>-c>lin<;A  in  tbe  t.'ongms  of  Ibe  United  Slates  in  refer 

t  of  a  iMuk  were  on  .loot  21.  ITStt,  at  which 

e  of  three  was  appototeil  to  confer  triib  tho  inspectors 

loT  IhiaprofMMed  aMociation,    The  cnmmittev  reported  » 

■~*~''~^n,  which  wen!  nnanimontily  adopted,  accepting  the 

«  n*  a  di5tingn:sbed  proof  of  tlieir  pntriotism, 

b  of  tht>  iMTvenimriit  for  tbi<  ■■Ili-Llual  n-  imtiunw- 

^at  iiw  ainniitii.  nitvanccit    Tbo  nrfiolutiou  was  accompatucd  by 


Ci^g-  -  ii  titi^owii  cmULBnd  W  tlwit  om  cirrllai   .         ,.  , 

«  nnn, fur  (k*  m»»<tt  tfc*  Anaf, snal 


Urihljbwli 

torn  11  lb*  Irwt  pMaBtarr  utruiUc*,  m.  tm  lb*  uMnv,  It 
laaliki  ILat  Um;  *lui«ld  b«  rulljr  r«-lMbatiN«l  amf  iwIi^iiiAML 

la  Uw  H'^^K  "f  i'^U  l^bert  Aloms,  then  bnbling  Iku  offlcn  of  8n. 
khnt  at  l-'ifwnni,  under  oppointment  iil'  Unngresn,  nrranietl  tbo 
of  ItM  nank  of  NortU  America.    Un  tbo  IfGib  of  Mar,  1781 
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Congress  adopted  a  resolution  approving  the  plan  submitted  l>y  IV I 
and  promising  it  a  cordial  support ;  and  on  December  31  follow  i 
granted  the  bank  a  perpetual  charter,  with  capital  limited  to  ten  n 
Spanish  silver  milled  dollars.  The  amount  of  capital  paid  in  by  tliti 
vidual  stockholders  did  not)  however,  exceed  $85,000.  The  ^u| 
teudent  of  Finance,  to  encourage  the  undertaking,  subscribed  #1^.1 
to  the  stock  on  behalf  of  the.  Government,  but  the  national  fioj 
were  so  far  exhausted  that  the  bank  was  subsequenly  obli^^ed  to  rc^ 
$200,000  of  the  subscription,  and  its  remaining  stock  paid  in  wan 
to  persons  in  Holland.  The  bank  was  opened  for  business  on  •Jam 
7, 1782.  Before  the  month  of  July  following,  it  had  loaned  to  the  < 
ernment  $400,000,  and  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  $80,000. 

The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  granted  the  company  an  act  of  it 
poratiou  of  perpetual  duration  on  April  1, 1782,  which  was  repeals 
1785,  but  the  bank  continued  its  business  under  the  act  of  Cou^n 
Achange  of  parties  in  1787  brought  with  it  a  renewal  of  the  charter  l»j 
Stateof  Pennsylvania,  limited,  however,  to  tbe term  of  fourteen  years,  \ 
a  capital  of  two  millions  of  dollars.  In  1790  Hamilton,  in  his  n-ii 
refers  to  the  ^'  ambiguous  situation  in  which  the  Bank  of  North  An 
ica  has  placed  itself  by  the  acceptance  of  its  last  Stalb  charter,-'  i 
concludes  that,  as  this  has  rendered  it  a  bank  of  an  individual  St^ 
with  a  capital  of  but  two  millions,  liable  to  dissolution  at  the  exj> 
tion  of  its  charter  in  fourteen  years,  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  aiN  i 
it  as  an  equivalent  for  a  Bank  of  the  United  States.  TheState  chai 
of  the  bank  was  renewed  from  time  to  time  until  December  3,  is 
when  it  became  a  national  bank,  retaining  its  original  name,  wit  I 
capital  of  $1,000,000,  and  a  surplus  of  nearly  the  same  amount. 

The  annual  dividends  of  this  bank  from  1702  to  1875— eightyf'! 
years — have  averaged  within  a  small  fraction  of  eleven  per  cent  1 
amount  of  its  outstanding  State-bank  circulation  in  1802  was  $087,(H 
Tbe  amount  unredeemed  is  estimated  at  $40,000. 

THE  FIRST  BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  first  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  proposed  by  Alejsain] 
Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report  on  a  national  ban 
made  December  13, 1790.  In  that  report  he  acknowledges  the  essentn 
service  rendered  by  the  Bank  of  North  America,  as  a  fiscal  agent  i 
the  general  Government,  from  the  commencement  of  its  operation 
January  7, 1782,  to  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  which  bank  ;i 
that  time  (1790)  was  operating  under  the  charter  obtained  from  the  Su\t 
of  Pennsylvania  in  1787.  In  an  elaborate  report,  he  gives  at  leDgt  I 
his  reasons  for  the  necessity  of  the  organization  of  the  proposed  bank 
and  disapproves  of  the  proposition  to  issue  United  States  notes.  Oi 
this  point  be  says : 

The  emittiog  of  paper  money  by  the  autbority  of  GoTernment  iswisely  proliiln'tfl 
to  the  individual  States  by  the  National  Constitation,  and  the  spirit  of  tbat  prohibit)>>'i 
on^ht  not  to  bo  disre^rarded  by  tbe  Government  of  the  United  States.  Tboogh  pa^x  r 
emissions,  nnder  a  general  authority,  might  have  some  advantages  not  applicable^,  aixi 
be  free  from  some  disadvantages  which  are  applicable  to  tbe  like  emiisioiM  by  tlit^ 
States  separately,  yet  they  are  of  a  nature  so  liable  to  abuse,  and,  it  may  evi*u  Ih* 
affirmed,  so  certain  of  being  abused,  that  the  wisdom  of  the  Government  will  be  rIiow.m 
in  never  trusting  itself  with  the  use  of  so  seducing  and  daogerous  an  expedient* 

The  capital  of  the  proposed  bank  was  fixed  at  ten  millions;  and  one- 


*  Finance  Report,  vol«  1,  page  64. 
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r,  as 

■ii...,l.,-i-,.'.iiM.i.>  ■■i„.ii,,Hii,;i  iMiiioii,'  tiaiiiiwbat 

Th*  Iwntt)  <>(  ilinclors  o(  Ibo  bank  vriis  to  coo- 

ii:»,  Dot  more  Itiaii  tliriM'  foDrlbn  of  them  to  bo 

■I   [Ur  t:i-\t   -iin'.i  diLii,'  yeaw.    Till!  Imak  bad 

ulil  only  bokl  sncb  nal 

<]>■  bankine-booses,  or 

-yA  or  juilgments.    Vo 

,;''^,  codIU  be  a  director, 

to  tjivt:  tlu-ii  iitT viizt^i  witboot  coiopeitaatioa. 

r!;o  biuik  were  mwAr  rpccirablc  in  juiyneat  of  lU 

-"-?  ::i  tlie  notuteof  Repraentatives 

r,ll  of  whom,  witn  ooe  excep- 
Vir^nin.  Marflnnt),  and  Kortb 
■  d  by  TltomaJi  Jeffereon,  St-cre- 
i-ioil'U,  Atiornoj-lieneral,  in  opinions 
riio  gronndt)  taken  by  the  opponents 
itie  t:«neral  otitity  of  banking  Bystems, 
provisions  of  tbp  bill:  bnt  tbc  main 
r  obj«  :i(>ija  iTiis  Uirpcted  nptinnt  tbe  constitntionol  author 
*  to  p«M  an  not  for  the  incorporation  of  a  national  bonk- 
a  of  tbn  bill  in  tliR  HoDHe  of  R<>prfwnlatiTPii  namberod 
>  majority  of  twenty;  all  of  them,  oxci>pt  foar,  being 
irea  of  Nortbero  Btatea,  among  whom  vcre  Fibber  Amea, 
Iwty  and  Thwidora  B(«dffwick,  of  MassachnPcttH ;  Roger 
nd  Jonathan  Trumbull,  or  ConnectJcnt ;  KHoa  Bondtnot,  of 
,  ;  and  Peter  Mnhlenbfrg,  of  Pcnnnylrantn.  Hamilton,  Becro- 
e  Trroaory.  and  Knox,  S<H:rietiry  of  War,  tu  official  opinions 
0  th«  Prcaident,  malntalDt^d  tho  constitutionality  and  tfae  pcd- 
eaot. 

^oa%  phu,  anbataotially  onrbAogeil,  trnn  ado|)(«<l  by  Oongress, 

'~t  «M  apprond  hj  Washington  on  February  l^,  1791.    The 

ividcoda  of  the  bank,  from  its  orgnnfmtion  to  Jkfoich,  1809, 

etste  of  M  ixTCi'SirLim  piT  :iriimi!i.    Tin.'  r.,H'ii  itbaroa  of  foiir 

in  each.  <■'■  'Ii--v|iosed  of  in 

StoIW--, .'  .  !javlngl>een 

n-neutio;i  According 

riT.v.,f.:  :  [1„.  uiMition 

1  ■■  — ued 


...„ V,  u.i,  ^.......;.-.2^ 

■fty-M^cii  i«r  1-vijt.  1'  rsimenU 

art  prorldMl  that  a  n'p-i:  "{ the  bank  slionld  bo 

«d  lo  the  B««rvtar>' iili- '  <  u;,  him,  bnt  not  onsner 

ma  week.  The  Treasury  n^onls  >iu  mn  niiow  ibat  any  fomal 
>  vm  erer  madft  to  Ibe  Departneot,  and  the  only  balAOced  atnto- 
Mt>«  foand,  Bbowlng  the  ooDdltioti  of  the  Innk  are  two,  which 
iatoad  Id  letten*  of  Albort  Oallstin,  Becrotatr  of  tba  TiMnry, 

•  AMitaB  atMa  P»r«*-niWM^  ToL  l^  p^  3»  ud  <7a 
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communicated  to  Congress  on  March  2,  1809,  and  Janaary  24, 
These  reports  are  follows : 


RRSCURCnS. 

Loans  and  tllaconntii 

Uiiltotl  StateflBixpor  ctMit.  Htoi'k 

Other  United  KtatOB  tndobtodnoaa 

Due  from  other  banks 

Kealeatate 

Not««of  other  banks  on  hand 

Specie 


Jannrry,  1809.  |  Jannrr; 


|i:hOoo.ooo 


ToUla 


Capital  Atock 

Undivided  anrpliia 

rironlating  noleaoatatonding. 

Indtvidnafdepoaita 

ITnitod  States  deposits 

Due  to  other  lianks 

Unpaid  drafts  outstanding . . . . 


LiAniLiTirfl. 


000,000 
4dO,000 


5,000,000 


2t,  510^  080 


:.l 


10,000.000 

r>iu,  000 

4.!VM,00U 
H,:i00,00J 


Totals 


&rJ,:'io.oou 


U4.  li 

-I 

I.  •'.'. 
I  I 

*J4. 1-; 


licneical  of  charter. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  ex[)ired  by  limitation  on  the  4tli  of  Man 
ISlly  and  application  for  its  renewal  was  made  in  April,  ISOS.  in  IS 
the  subject  underwent  investigation  and  discussion  in  Congress^  Alb^ 
Gallatin,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  favored  the  .renewal,  with  soi 
minor  changes.  Of  the  conduct  of  the  bank  under  its  first  charter 
said  :^' The  affairs  of  the  bank,  considered  as  a  moneyed  institatin 
have  been  wisely  and  skillfully  managed.^  On  the  final  vote  in  tl 
Senate,  on  February  20, 1811,  tbe  parties  stood  17  to  17,  and  the  h 
was  defeated  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Vice-President,  George  CIint«« 
Mr.  Clay  voted  against  its  passage,  and  Mr.  Crawford  and  Mr.  Pick<i 
ing  in  its  favor,  the  latter  voting  against  instructions  of  the  Mas^ifh 
setts  legislatutxi.  The  legislatures  ot*  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  ii 
strncted  their  representatives  to  oppose  the  renewal  of  the  charter  «i 
the  ground  of  its  nnconstitutionality.  The  bill  was  lost  in  the  IFon.i 
by  a  minority  of  one  vote,  as  it  had  i)revious1y  been  in  the  Senate  }i 
llie  casting  vote  of  the  Vice-President. 

The  State  banks,  which  tiie  opponents  of  the  recharter  believed  saU 
(luate  to  the  fiscal  requirements  of  the  Government  and  to  the  mouetar 
necessities  of  trade  and  industry,  failed  in  the  trial  to  which  tbo  exi;r{*ij 
cies  of  the  war  of  1812  subjected  them.  In  September,  1814,  ail  of  then 
which  were  south  of  New  England  suspended  specie  payments.  Xearlj 
one  hundred  of  them,  in  diflerent  sections  of  the  country,  liail  l)een,  o 
ncHiessity,  in  the  absence  of  a  national  bank,  selected  as  depositories  o\ 
Government  funds.  The  check  of  the  redemption  of  tlurir  notes  iKnu,] 
removed,  an  expansion  of  their  issues  followed;  its  amount,  wliirli 
was  estimated  in  1811  at  $28,100,000,  biding  in  succeeding  years,  ac^ 
cording  to  Jlr.  Crawford,  as  follows:*  In  1813,  from  8(52,(100,000  t.j 
$70,000,000;  in  1815,  from  $00,000,000  to  $110,000,000;  and  in  ISIO, 
from  $45,000,000  to  $r>3,000,000.  During  the  year  ISlC  tlio  banks 
continued  to  issue  largely,  and  that,  in  addition  to  this,  floods  o! 
unchartered  currency  were  poured  out,  in  notes  of  all  denominali(»n<. 
from  six  cents  upward    Great  distress  resulted  to  thecouutry  from  tin- 

•  i'luanco  lit'port,  vui.  Iv?,  pa»;c  TO 
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':  ibu  siimi!  inniitli,  in  rt-K]ioDso  Ui  a  couiomuitn- 
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-• —  *  (ml  tbo  DmsU  mratiiiiOB  or  Ihc  (iovvrauKSt  UU>t  witb  rxUvaiaii*- 

L'aikr  favorable  EliiniSftluiiccii,  xaA  tu  u  liinitnl  ai^twil.  v»  C«IM*> 

I  r— -'*-—  MbUlOllv  rlUiM  f>q  mm  OT  lauk-imt'  •  :     irilli 

y  GraaIfau(pw)Mlae  |if*i»dka «t  alum.    Tba»taU.-  -tilu- 
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,:  for  twelve 
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IM,  1815,  a 

-•■•'t  iocruascd 
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■  war  rntigio);  to  twenty  and 

.  .itnrut  supiiliiM  iH-ina:  otrtsincO 

<<■>><    i.r"-  ,,i  yw.K-.    ;-<ucli  WI.T6  wmt;  of  uic  Ritwlt*. 

rimnk  xiAicm  ilanng  tliv  pt^hw)  lh«t  follonrcd  Ibo  etpliaUun 

~  r  of  till-  tjank  on  3IaTtli  I,  ISIl,  antl  iinlil  its  re-cstablUL- 
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voted  ngaiuHt  a  renewal  of  the  charter  now  voting  in  ilB  faror.  T 
was  vetoed  by  President  Madison,*  in  his  message  of  January 
which,  "waiving  the  question  of  the  constitutional  authority  of  t  h^ 
lature  to  establish  an  incorporated  bank,"  he  says :  *'  The  prapoeed 
does  not  appear  to  be  calculated  to  answer  the  purposes  of  revi  vi  i 
public  credit,  of  providing  a  national  'medium  of  circnl^iioi})  of  i 
the  Treasury  by  facilitating  the  indispensable  anticipations  of  tiie 
nue,  and  by  affording  to  the  public  more  durable  loans."  Thi*He 
tions  the  President  supported  with  copious  arguments,  ooocladin;; 
the  suggestion,  that  if  they  did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  Con 
they  could  be  constitutionally  overruled,  but  that  in  a  oontrary  < 
"a  more  commensurate  and  certain  provision  for  the  public  exi^eu 
could  be  substituted. 

SECOND  BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1816,  a  bill  was  approved  by  Presideut  3IaU 
which  was  the  second  and  last  charter  of  the  bank  granted  by  tlir 
eral  Government.  The  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Dallas  was  modeled  i 
the  charter  of  the  first  United  States  Bank,  and  the  act  of  incorporai 
as  finally  passed,  did  not  differ  materially  from  the  plan  propoacMi 
him.  The  charter  was  limited  to  twenty  years,  expiring  on  March  3, 1 
The  capital  was  fixed  at  $35,000,000,  seven  millions  of  which  was  v 
subsorAied  by  the  Government,  payable  in  coin,  or  in  stock  of  the  Uu 
States  bearing  interest  at  five  per  cent,  and  redeemable  at  the  pleasni 
the  Government.  The  remaining  stock  was  to  be  subscribed  for  by  i 
viduals  and  corporations,  one-fourth  being  payable  in  coin,  and  th 
fourths  in  coin  or  in  the  funded  debt  of  the  u  nited  States.  Five  oi 
directors  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  and  all  of  theiu  \5 
required  to  be  resident  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  to  servo  w 
out  compensation.  The  amount  of  indebtedness,  exclusive  of  dep(>.s 
was  not  to  exceed  the  capital  of  the  bank.  The  directors  were  emiH 
ered  to  establish  branches,  and  the  notes  of  the  bank,  payable 
demand,  were  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  United  States.  1 
penalty  for  refusing  to  pay  its  notes  or  deposits  in  coin,  on  deinaud,  t 
twelve  per  cent,  per  annum  until  fully  paid.  The  bank  was  requinui 
give  the  necessary  facilities,  without  charge,  for  transferring  the  fuud.s 
the  Government  to  different  portions  of  the  Union,  and  for  negotiati 
public  loans.  The  moneys  of  the  Government  were  to  be  depositeil 
the  bank  and  its  branches,  unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sfaon 
otherwise  direct.  No  notes  were  to  be  issued  of  a  less  denomioatioa  tb 
five  dollars,  and  all  notes  smaller  than  one  hundred  dollars  were  to  bo  ma 
payable  on  demand.  The  bank  was  not,  directly  nor  indirectly,  to  deal 
any  thing  except  bills  of  exchange,  gold  or  silver  bullion,  goous  pledge 
for  money  lent,  or  in  the  sale  of  goods  really  and  truly  pledged  for  loan 
or  of  the  proceeds  of  its  lands.  Ko  other  bank  was  to  be  established  I; 
authority  of  Congress  during  the  continuance  of  the  corporation,  cxai 
such  as  might  be  organized  in  the  District  of  Columbia  with  au  ag;:n 
gate  capital  not  exceeding  six  millions  of  dollars;  and,  in  cooaideratiu 
of  all  the  grants  of  the  charter,  the  bank  was  to  pay  to  the  Uuited  Statt 
a  bonus  of  $1,500,000,  in  three  annual  installments. 

The  bank  went  into  operation  on  January  7,1817.  This  was  at  the  wors 
stage  of  the  monetary  troubles,  which  began  with  the  sospeosiou  u 
specie  payments  in  1814,  and  continued  till  the  general  emh  o 
1819-'20.    At  this  time  lands  and  agricultural  products  had  fallen  to  one 

* A]D6rican  Staio  Papon— Finance,  yol.  2,  p,  891, 
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cieut ;  by  12S  to  18.-^  Aud  Mr.  Adaui^  adds  that,  in  bii>  opiuiou,  tIl«^  f  i 
these  rcsolutious  should  not  have  beeu  passed.  It  was  sitto 
(March  IG,  1837)  expuugcd  from  the  Senate  Journal.  On  April  f , 
he  has  the  following  entry:*  **'  The  first  resolution  in  the  House  of  1  i 
sentatives  (that  the  Bank  of  the  United  {States  ought  not  to  bo  ri! 
tered)  was  carried,  134  to  82.  The  second  resolution,  that  tLo  ii 
deposits  ought  not  to  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  ]  »i 
by  a  vote  of  118  to  103.  The  third  resolution,  that  the  State  banks  s ! 
be  continued  as  depositories,  and  that  Congress  should  further  re.^ 
the  subject  by  law,  passed  by  117  to  105.  The  fourth  resolation,  di 
ing  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee  for  a  bank  investigatiou, 
power  to  visit  the  bank  and  any  of  its  branches,  was  adopted  by  a 
of  175  to  42." 

The  Treasury  records  show  that  the  Government  realized  a  prol 
$6,093,167  upon  its  investment  in  the  stock  of  the  bank,  as  will  ap 
by  the  following  statement : 

DoDQspaid  b^  the  back  to  the  Uuifced  States $l,rMH\(  I 

Dividends  paid  by  the  bank  to  the  United  States «...  7, 11^,  Ii 

Proceeds  of  stocks  sold  aud  other  moneys  paid  by  the  bank  to  the 

United  States 0.4*JI.7.i 

Total lH,ai:Mt| 

Flve-i>er-coiit.  stock  issued  by  the  United  States  lor  its 

Bubscrixitiou  to  the  stock  of  the  bank $7, 000, 000 

Interest  i>aid  on  the  same  from  issue  to  redomptiou 4, 950, 000 

11, 1>50. 1 "  I 
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The  agitation  of  the  United  States  Bank  question,  involving  the 
oral  subject  of  the  currency,  which  was  awakened  by  President  Ja 
son's  first  annual  message,  had  become  earnest  in  Congress  as  early 
the  session  of  1829-'30 ;  and  it  grew  more  and  more  intense  until.  In 
subject  of  legislation,  it  was  settled  on  July  10, 1832,  by  his  veto  ol'  I 
bill  for  rechartering  the  bank.  The  interval  of  about  six  years  from  t 
time  of  the  President's  first  intipations  of  hostility  to  the  bank  to  t 
expiration  of  its  charter,  in  March,  1836,  is  memorable  for  the  i>ersii 
ence  and  violence  of  the  warfare  between  the  bank  and  its  party,  aud  t 
administration  and  its  supporters,  in  and  out  of  Congress.  The  iikj 
important  event  which  marked  the  struggle  was  the  removal  of  the  depn 
its  of  the  Government  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  Sta 
banks,  under  the  order  of  Secretary  Taney,  executed  on  the  Ist  of  Oct 
ber,  1633,  which  has  already  been  noticed. 

Benioval  of  the  public  deposits, 

<<  The  Globe,  of  the  20th  of  September,  1833,  announced  that  the  i)iil 
lie  deposits  would,  <  after  the  Ist  of  October,  1^  made  in  the  State  bauki 
but  that  it  is  contemplated  not  to  remove  at  once  the  whole  of  the  pa  I 
lie  money  now  on  deposit  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  but  to  suflV 
it  to  remain  there  until  it  shall  be  gradually  withdrawn  by  the  usua 
operations  of  the  Government.'  The  bank  thenceforward  knew  that  i 
its  own  i>olicy  should  be  pacific,  it  had  nothing  to  fear  from  any  nnnsital 
call  from  the  (lovernment;  yet  with  specie  enough  in  its  vaults  to  pav 
the  entire  public  deposit  at  onco,  it  maintained  its  stringency,  under  tin! 
pretext  that  it  must  be  prepared  for  vindictive  att4icks  fh>m  Uio  Trens 
ury  Department."* 

*  Memoirs  of  John  Qoinoy  Adams,  vol.  0,  p.  192. 

t  Autobiography  of  Amos  Kondall,  Boston,  1672,  p.  396i 
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But  other  results  followed^  which  were  of  much  more  coDscqucnco  than 
the  qaestiou  of  the  fitness  or  unfitness  of  a  particular  fiscal  agency  of 
the  Government.  The  State  banks  which  were  selected  as  depositories 
of  the  large  revenues  of  the  Treasury  expanded  their  issues,  and  a  mul- 
titude of  other  banks,  old  and  new,  went  wild  in  a  general  inflation  of 
the  circulation.  The  aggregate  of  their  circulating  notes  (exclusive  of 
those  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States)  rose  from  $61,000,000  in  1830  to 
8149,000,000  in  1837.  In  March,  1830,  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Senate  had  said :  <*  They  are  satisfied  that  the  country  is  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  uniform  national  currency,  not  only  sound  and  uniform  in 
itself,  but  perfectly  adapted  to  all  the  purposes  of  the  Government 
and  the  community,  and  more  sound  and  uniform  than  that  possessed  by 
any  other  country."  And  yet,  but  seven  years  after  this,  on  the  10th 
of  May,  1837,  all  the  banks  then  in  operation,  with  the  mammoth  United 
States  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  among  them,  went  into  suspension,  as  if 
by  eommon  consent ;  or,  as  Colonel  Benton  has  it,  *'  with  a  concert  and 
punctuality  of  action  which  announced  arrangement  Snd  determination 
sach  as  attend  revolts  and  insurrections  in  other  countries  f  and  he  de- 
clares that  '^  the  prime  mover  and  master  manager  of  the  suspension  was 
the  Bank  of  the  CTnited  States,  then  rotton  to  the  core  and  tottering  to 
its  fall,  but  strong  enough  to  carry  others  with  it,  and  seeking  to  hide 
its  own  downfall  in  the  crash  of  a  general  catastrophe.'-*  This  allega- 
tion derives  some  support  from  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  stock- 
holders, made  in  January,  1841,  after  the  failure  of  the  bank.  They  say : 
^^  The  origin  of  the  course  of  policy  which  has  conducted  to  the  present 
sitoation  of  the  affairs  of  the  institution  dates  beyond  the  period  of  the 
recharter  by  the  State.'' 

Favored  by  an  excess  of  importations  of  specie,  amounting  to  nearly 
twenty  millions  in  the  two  years  ending  September  20, 1838,  the  banks 
of  New  York  and  New  England  resumed  on  May  10  of  that  year.  The 
banks  of  Philadelphia  n^sule  three  resumptions  and  as  many  failures 
before  February,  1841,  and  did  not  effectively  resume  until  March  of 
the  following  year ;  so  that,  from  the  time  when  the  Senate  commttee 
bad  so  highly  commended  them,  a  period  of  twelve  years  of  vicious 
floctoation  and  depreciation  of  the  currency  elapsed  before  the  banks 
sgaiu,  settled  into  what  was  then  called  <^  a  state  of  regularity."  During 
this  period  they  reduced  their  circulatiou  from  1 10  millions  in  1837  to  58 
millions  in  1843,  which  is  three  millions  below  the  amount  at  which  it 
stood  thirteen  years  before. 

The  United  States  Bank  did  not  wind  up  its  affairs,  nor  even  prepare 
to  do  so;  on  the  contrary,  it  applied  for  and  obtained  a  charter  ^m 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  which  was  granted  and  approved  by 
the  Governor  of  the  State  on  the  18th  of  Februarj-,  183G,  just  thirteen 
days  before  the  expiration  of  its  charter  from  the  general  Government. 
This  charter  differed  in  nothing  essential  from  that  just  expiring,  except 
in  the  term  of  the  bank,  which  was  extended  to  thirty  years,  and  in  the 
amount  of  the  bonus  paid  and  to  be  paid  for  it.  It  was  in  effect  a  re- 
newal and  extension  of  the  charter,  without  change  of  conditions  or 
porposes,  and  under  the  old  corporate  name.  The  title  of  the  act  of 
inoorporatiou,  however,  is  worthy  of  note.  It  is  styled,  "An  act  to 
repe^  the  State  tax  on  real  an<l  personal  property,  and  to  continue 
and  extend  the  imiuovemeuts  ol*  tln»  State  by  raiiroa<ls  and  canals,  and 
to  charter  a  State  bank,  to  bo  called  the  ruitod  States  Bank."  The 
bonus,  or  cost  of  the  cliarter  to  tlio  bank,  if  it  had  maintained  it»s  ex- 
istence and  solvency  long  enough  to  meet  the  charges  imposed,  would 

■  Bentou'a  Tbirty  Years  in  I'nitcd  Stales  Soiiiilr,  vol.  *J.  i>.  -Jl. 
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not  have  fallen  short  of  five  millioDS  of  dollars,  assamin^,  wbii] 
safe  to  do,  that  the  long  list  of  subscriptions  required  to  be  111:4 
railroads,  canals,  navigation  companies,  and  tompike  roads,  .s<\»1 
all  over  the  State,  should  eventually  prove  to  be  unproductive* 

Colonel  Benton  describes  the  Pennsylvania  charter  as  *Mi  tr.. 
gration  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  *  *  changing  itsrit 
an  imperial  to  a  provincial  institution,  retaining  all  the  while  it> 
and  essence,  its  nature  and  attributes,  its  name  and  location  ;^  a  i 
does  not  hesitate  to  ascribe '^  every  circumstance  of  its  enact  in  ti 
corruption,  bribery  in  the  members  who  passed  the  act,  and  an  atr 
to  bribe  the  i>eople  by  distributing  the  bonus  among  thcm.'^  Th<  1 
sequent  disastrous  history  of  the  bank  would  seem  in  some  mea^u 
justify  these  charges.  This  bank,  as  has  been  seen,  suspended  ^^j 
payments  as  often  as  other  State  institutions,  and  finally  saccunib<! 
triala  which  other  banks,  more  prudently  managed,  survived.  It  1 
an  assignment  of^ certain  securities  on  May  1, 1841,  to  secure  five 
ions  of  post-notes  which  other  banks  had  taken  in  exchange  to 
demand-notes.  The  second  assignment  was  made  June  7,  IHi] 
secure  its  notes  and  deposits,  ^'  among  which  were  notes  and  def>i 
of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  incorporated  by  Gongre^.^^ 
that  it  appears  to  have  been,  up  to  1841,  using  its  old  issoe&  The  t 
BJiA  final  assignment,  made  on  September  4, 1841,  covered  all  its  reuj 
ing  property,^^  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  sundry  persons  and  lx> 
corporate  which  the  bank  is  at  present  unable  to  pay." 

li^icholas  Biddle  had  been  the  president  of  the  bank  from  Janui 
1823,  to  March,  1839,  when  he  resigned,  leaving  the  institution,  a  1 
saidi  '^  prosperous."  The  shares,  however,  were  sold  at  that  time  at : 
instead  of  125,  as  in  1837,  and  were  quoted  in  April,  1843,  after  its  1 
nre,  at  one  and  seven-eighths. 

The  final  result  of  the  liquidation  of  the  bank  is  briefly  stated  in  a 
ter  to  this  Office  from  Thomas  Bobins,  esq.,  president  of  the  Philadel  ji 
National  Bank,  who  is  believed  to  be  the  only  survivor  of  its  numf^r 
assignees.  He  says :  ''All  the  circulating  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  Un  i 
States,  together  with  the  deposits,  were  paid  in  full,  principal  and  in 
est,  and  the  accounts  of  the  assignees  were  finally  settled  in  1856.  Tii 
were  no  funds,  and  no  dividend  was  paid  to  the  stockholders  of  the  b.i  1 
the  whole  twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars  were  a  total  loss  to  tli^ 
The  seven  millions  of  stock  held  by  the  United  States  previous  to  1 
institution  becoming  a  State  bank  was  paid  in  full  to  the  Oovemmii 
so  that  the  United  States  lost  nothing  by  the  bank."  Elsewhere  I 
profit  made  by  the  Government  upon  its  shares  in  the  bank  is  gii 
from  official  sources. 

MASSAOnUSBTTS.f 

Massachusetts  followed  Pennsylvania  very  closely  in  the  establii 
ment  of  banks,  for  within  two  months  after  the  Bank  of  North  Amerj 
opened  in  Philadelphia  the  State  of  Massachusetts  granted  it  sd  act 
incorporation.  This  was  on  March  8, 1782.  The  success  of  this  ins 
tutiou  led,  two  years  later,  to  the  organization  of  the  Massachusol 
Bank,  which  received  its  charter  from  the  legislature  on  Febrnan 
1784.  This  was  the  first  local  bank  established  in  that  State,  and  tl 
second  in  the  United  States.    Its  capital  was  limited  to  |3(K),()(H), 

*  Beutou's  Thirty  Years  ia  United  States  Senato,  vol.  2,  p.  24. 

tThroo  articles  on  early  banking  in  MansaohnHetts,  wntten  by  D.  P.  Bailey,  jr..  4 
pnblisbed  in  tbo  present  volnuie  (Vol.  XI)  of  The  Bankers'  Maguioe,  New  York,  fni 
^hich  have  been  obtained  many  of  the  facts  herein  given. 
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which  $253,500  had  boen  paid  in  when  it  commenced  business  on  July 
5  of  that  year. 

Daring  the  ninety -two  years  which  have  elapsed  since  this  bank  was 
establiahed  it  has  passed  bnt  two  dividends,  the  first  instance  occurring 
At  the  close  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  second  during  the  fiuauci<al 
crisis  of  1836.  Bat  when  the  bank  was  converted  into  a  national  asso- 
ciation  it  compensated  for  these  omissions  by  declaring  an  extra  divi- 
dend of  ten  per  cent.  Up  to  June  1, 1874,  a  period  of  ninety  years,  the 
ratio  of  its  losses  to  the  total  amount  loaned  was  bat  foar-hundredths 
of  one  p»  cent.  In  the  eighty  years  of  its  existence  as  a  State  bank, 
from  17S4  to  1864,  the  whole  amount  of  circulating  notes  issued  by  il 
was  $4,674,177,  of  which  the  amount  lost  or  not  presented  for  redemp- 
tion was  922,111,  or  not  quite  one-half  of  one  per  cent 

¥o  fhrther  bank-charter  was  granted  by  this  State  until  1792,  in 
whidi  year  the  Union  Bank  was  organized,  with  a  specie  capital  of 
•1,200,000,  of  which  $400,000  was  subscribed  by  the  State.  During  this 
interval  the  currency  was  in  bad  condition.  Small  bills  had  nearly  driven 
specie  ont  of  circulation,  when,  in  1792,  the  legislature  prohibited  any 
fotttier  issae  of  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars.  Provision 
was  made  for  legislative  examinations  of  the  Union  Bank,  and  it  was 
made  the  depository  of  the  funds  of  the  commonwealth.  It  was  also 
rsqoired  to  loan  not  exceeding  $100,000  to  the  State  at  five  per  cent,  in- 
terait,  and  provisions  of  a  similar  nature  appeared  in  most  of  the 
charters  snbsequently  granted.  In  1795  Massachusetts  incorporated  her 
third  hank,  the  Nantucket,  with  a  capital  of  $40,000,  and  in  the  same 
year  the  Herrimac,  at  Newburyport,  was  established.  The  prohibition 
against  the  issue  of  small  bills  was  waived  in  the  case  of  these  banks, 
each  of  them  being  allowed  to  issue  notes  as  small  as  two  dollars. 

Up  to  1799  but  five  banks  had  been  incorporated.  In  that  year  a 
general  law  was  enacted  prohibiting  the  establishment  of  unincorpor- 
ated associations,  or  the  further  issue,  except  by  the  Nantucket  Bank,  of 
notes  of  a  lees  denomination  than  five  dollars.  In  1803  an  act  was  passed 
reqairiug  the  banks  to  make  semiannual  rotnms  of  their  condition  to 
the  governor  and  council,  to  be  signed  by  the  directors ;  and  by  an  act 
of  1805  the  returns  were  required  to  be  sworn  to.  The  returns  made 
in  Jane,  1805,  showed  sixteen  banks  then  in  operation,  with  an  author- 
ised capital  of  $5,760,000,  of  which  $5,400,000  had  been  paid  in.  From 
this  time  to  1811  but  one  other  bank  was  chartered.  The  curroncy  had, 
in  tile  mean  time,  again  become  greatly  deranged,  notes  as  small  as 
twenty-flve  cents  being  largely  in  circulation,  and  specie  once  more  nearly 
disappeared.  Many  of  the  New  England  banks  failed  durine  the  crisis 
of  1808-^,  bnt  those  of  Massachusetts,  resting  on  a  firmer  basis,  by  a 
midden  contraction  of  their  issues  mainly  escaped.  The  discount  in 
Boston  on  New  England  banknotes  ranged,  in  1809,  from  ten  to  sixty 
percent,  and  in  Philadelphia  many  of  them  were  at  a  discount  of  fifty 
per  cent  or  more.  To  remedy  this  evil  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts 
passed  an  act  on  January  1,  1810,  fixing  a  penalty  of  two  per  cent,  a 
month,  payable  by  the  bank  to  the  bill  holder,  for  failuro  or  roftisal  to 
redeem  their  notes  on  presentation. 

Two  banks  were  chartered  in  1811,  one  of  which  was  the  State  Bank 
of  Boston,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $3,000,000,  the  State  reserving 
the  right  to  subscribe  for  $1,500,000  additional.  This  subscription,  how- 
erer,  was  never  made.  It  may  hero  be  said  that  in  nearly  all  the  char- 
ters granted  subsequent  to  the  year  1793  provision  was  made  for  a  State 
sabeeription,  usually  about  one- third  of  the  capital.  Under  these  pro- 
visions the  State  became  largely  interested  in  the  banking  business, 
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holdiDg  ia  1812  aboat  $1,000,000  of  bank-stock,  the  total  bauk  cj 
in  the  State  being  then  about  $8,000,000.  l^early  all  the  banks 
newly  ohsurtered  in  1811,  the  new  charters  generally  redooin^  the  ai; 
ized  circulation  from  twice  the  amount  of  i>aid4n  capital  to  flftj 
cent,  in  excess  of  such  capital.  In  1812  the  State  commenced  u 
bank  capital,  the  rate  imposed  being  one-half  of  one  per  cent. 

In  1813  a  movement  toward  a  reform  in  the  bank  currency  b^ 
Bills  of  banks  in  other  States  were  then  at  a  discount  in  Boeton  of 
three  to  five  per  cent,  and  the  notes  of  Boston  banks  had  netaij  d 

J  eared.  The  New  England  Bank,  organized  in  that  year,  with  a  capi  I 
1,000,000,  instituted  the  system  of  sending  foreign  bills  for  redemi 
to  tibe  banks  which  issued  them,  and  charging  the  bill-holdera  onlj 
actual  expense  of  transmitting  the  notes  and  returning  the  proc^ 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  system  of  redemption  afterward  kn 
as  the  Suffolk  ]rank  system.  This  system  was  more  fully  deveU 
at  a  later  period  (1825),  when  five  of  the  Boston  banks— ihe  Bof 
Eagle,  Manufacturers  and  Mechanics'  (now  the  Tremont),  the  Globe, 
State— undertook  its  management  For  a  long  time  the  system 
bitterly  opposed  by  those  banks  interested  in  preventing  a  retur 
their  circulation,  but  it  was  eventually  snocessfm.  Its  exclusive  n 
agement  was  finally  assumed  by  the  Suffolk  Bank,  which  bank  o 
pelled  the  redemption  at  par  in  Boston  of  the  notes  of  the  New  Engl 
banks,  by  a  system  of  assorting  and  returning  the  notes  to  the  pi 
of  issue,  and  its  operations  were  continued  down  to  the  estabUshm 
of  the  national-bank  system.  The  amount  of  New  England  bank-nc 
redeemed  at  the  Suffolk  Bank  from  1841  to  1857  was  as  follows, 
millions  of  dollars ; 


1841. 
1849. 
1844. 
1845. 


Jftffiont. 

109 

105 

196 

137 


Date, 
1850. 
1851. 
1858. 
1853. 


IfiBlMM. 

!i90 

943 

945 

968 


1854. 

1835. 
18S6. 
1857. 


MUii 


The  Massachusetts  banks  did  not  suspend  in  1814,  which  ^ 
attributable  in  a  great  measure  to  the  uict  that  the  laws  of  t\ 
State  Imposed  a  heavy  penalty  for  non-payment  of  their  notes.  Tl 
whole  number  of  banks  chartered  previous  to  January  !«  1825,  wj 
forty-nine,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $20,800,000.  Of  this  nui 
ber,  however,  nine  bad  either  failed,  discontinued,  or  had  never  got 
into  operation.  Seductions  in  capital  of  many  of  the  remaining  bank 
had  also  taken  place,  leaving  at  the  date  named  forty  banks  in  open 
tion,  with  $14,305,000  of  authorized  capital,  of  which  $13,300,000  ha 
been  paid  in ;  so  that  at  the  close  of  the  Urst  forty-one  years  of  ban! 
ing  in  Massachusetts,  not  less  than  eighty-two  per  cent  of  the  who! 
number  chartered,  together  with  seventy  per  oent  of  the  capital  aatboi 
ized,  still  remained  in  existence.  In  this  year,  the  limit  of  oiroalatioi 
was  still  further  reduced  to  the  amount  of  the  capital  paid  in. 

The  first  really  comprehensive  banking-law  of  MassachnsetU  wai 
passed  in  1829,  under  which  new  banks  were  required  to  have  fifty  ih  i 
cent  of  their  capital  bona  fide  paid  in  in  specie  before  commendog  biisi 
ness.  It  also  prohibited  loans  to  shareholders  until  their  sabsoriptiou^ 
were  entirely  paid  in,  and  limited  the  amount  of  loans  on  pledges  of  iu 
own  stock  to  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  capital.  The  limit  of  cirnilatiu;: 
notes  was  incrc^ased  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  paid  in 
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cointaly  and  debts  due  to  or  from  any  bank,  oxclnsivo  of  deposits, 
uere  restrictetl  to  twice  the  amount  of  such  capital,  the  directors  being 
held  i>er80BiUly  liable  for  any  excess.  On  January  1, 1837.  there  had 
been  organized,  in  all,  138  banks,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  f  40,830,000. 
Of  thi«  number,  four  had  never  gone  into  operation,  while,  of  the  re- 
maining 134,  no  less  than  thirty-two  had  either  failed  or  had  forfeited 
or  sonendered  iheir  charters  in  consequence  of  the  financial  panic  of 
tbat  year.  The  nominal  capital  of  the  banks  that  failed  was  $5,600,000 ; 
tbeir  liabilities  were  $11,283,900,  of  which  $3,133,129  was  for  drcnla- 
tion  and  $1,577,738  for  deposits.  The  loss  to  their  shareholders  was 
estimated  at  $2,500,000,  and  to  the  public  at  tliree-qnarters  of  a  million 
more,  making  a  total  loss  of  about  three  and  one-quarter  million  of  del- 
lais,  or  nearly  thirty  per  cent,  of  their  entire  indebtedness.  During  the 
fifty-two  years  from  1784  to  1836  ten  banks  only  had  fiedled  or  discon- 
tinued, the  total  losses  to  their  shareholders  and  the  public  probably 
not  exceeding  one-third  of  a  million  of  dollars.  One  of  the  results  of 
this  crisis  was  the  adoption  by  Massachusetts  of  a  system  of  official 
examinations  of  the  baiiks,  through  the  agency  of  a  board  of  bank 
commissioners,  who  were  required  to  make  annual  examinations  of 
every  bank,  and  special  ones  whenever  requested  by  the  Oovemor  of 
tbe  State. 

A  free-banking  law  was  passed  in  1861,  very  similar  in  its  provisions 
to  that  of  the  State  of  New  York,  bnt  not  more  than  seven  banks  were 
ever  organized  under  it;  the  system  of  chartered  banks  which  had  so 
lon^;  prevailed  mainly  occupying  the  field  down  to  the  time  of  the 
national-banking  system,  upon  the  establishment  of  tbe  latter  system 
the  State  did  much  to  facilitate  the  conversion  of  State  into  national 
biuiks,  and  the  first  Institution  to  avail  itself  of  this  privilege  was  the 
Safety  Fund  Bank  of  Boston,  in  1863,  nnder  the  title  of  the  Fir§t 
National  Bank  of  Boston.  The  conversions  progressed  so  rapidly  that 
in  October,  1865,  bnt  a  single  bank  remained  doing  bosiness  under  a 
State  charter.  At  the  latter  date,  of  the  183  State  banks  which  existed 
in  1863,  four  had  been  discontinued  and  178  had  become  national  banks. 

A  writer  in  Hunt's  Merchants'  Magazine  for  1840  has  compiled  the 
atatifltica  of  the  dividends  paid  by  the  Massachusetts  banks  in  the  last 
half  of  each  of  the  thirty-two  years  from  1808  to  1839,  inclusive.  As  the 
State  in  1813  imposed  an  annual  tax  of  one  per  cent,  on  bank  capital, 
the  writer  mentioned  separates  the  whole  time  into  two  periods  and 
finds  that  for  the  five  years  ending  with  1812  the  average  semi-annual 
drridends  paid  by  all  the  banks  was  $3.72  upon  each  one  hundred  dol- 
lan  of  capital :  while  for  the  twenty-seven  years  which  followed  the 
imposition  of  tne  bank-tax  the  average  semi-annual  rate  was  $2.90  per 
hundred.  Taking  the  whole  period  of  thirty-two  years  together,  the 
aemirannual  average  was  about  three  and  one-tenth  per  cent.  Assuming 
that  the  dividends  paid  in  the  first  half  of  these  years  did  not  differ 
materially  ftom  those  paid  in  the  last  half,  tiie  average  annual  dividends 
on  capital  were,  for  uie  first  five  years  7.45  per  cent,  for  the  succeed- 
ing twenty-seven  years  6.93  per  cent,  and  for  the  whole  period  6.17 
per  cent,  or  at  the  rate  of  about  six  and  one-sixth  per  cent  per  annum 
for  the  whole  period.  The  average  annual  ratio  of  dividends  to  capital 
of  the  natlox!al  banks  of  Massachusetts  from  1870  to  1876  was  9.6  per 
oenty  and  the  ratio  of  dividends  to  capital  and  surplus  for  the  same 
period  was  7.6  per  cent 

Tbe  fdlowing  table  exhibits  the  number,  capital,  loans,  deposits, 
eireidationy  and. specie  of  the  banks  of  the  Kew  England  ptates  in 


182 


PAPERS   AOCOMPAMTING   THE 


varioas  years  from  1837  to  1863,  the  figures  below  thousands  he 
omitted : 
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439 

100.  »r7 

178,447 

31.306 

500 

114,376 

187,540 

35,373 

498 

117,  Qoa 

1^7,750 

88,196 

501 

119,590 

177,696 

41,877 

506 

123. 707 

194,  S67 

40.  «3 

511 

197,891 

191, 746 

40,841 

507 

186.820 

816,348 

06^738 

CircuU- 


#801  lO 

16,5T1 
1II.384 

96,e70 
3I.T0r» 

83,990 
41,41H 
991565 
44.991 
99.907 
<S^dl6 


Si 


4 

•4 

4 
4 


1  • 
1 

v.. 

l-Ji 


NEW  YOBK. 

The  Bank  of  Kew  York  began  business  in  1784|  under  articles  of  i\i<\ 
elation  drawn  by  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  was  a  member  of  its  th 
board  of  directors.  This  bank  was  chartered  by  the  legislature  ou  ^fai 
21, 1791,  and  was  the  first  bank  in  the  State  organized  under  legislat  i 
sanction,  and  the  third  bank  in  the  United  States.  It  was  organized  wi  t  i 
capital  of  $900,000,  in  shares  of  five  hundred  dollars  each.  The  State  sw 
sequentlv subscribed  for  onehundred  shares,  making  thecapital  $950,0^; 
and  the  bank  commenced  business  on  May  2, 1791.  In  1832  the  capit 
was  increased  to  one  million  dollars  by  a  State  subscription  of  flfcy  tLn 
sand  dollars,  fifteen  thousand  of  which  was  for  the  use  of  common  school 
twenty  thousand  for  Union  College',  and  fifteen  thousand  for  Haaiilc<: 
College.  On  May  1, 1852,  it  was  reorganized  as  a  free  bank,  und 
the  general  laws  of  the  State,  with  a  capital  of  $2,000,000.  On  Jn 
uary  6, 1865,  it  became  a  national  bank,  the  capital  having  previoub 
been  increased  to  $3,000,000.  During  its  seventy-four  years  of  exii 
ence  as  a  State  bank  it  paid  1G2  dividends,  varying  in  amount  iro 
three  to  five  per  cent,  semi-annually,  averaging  a  little  more  than  ei^i 

ger  cent,  per  annum,  and  amounting  in  all  to  over  six  times  its  capitii 
ince  it  became  a  national  bank,  dividends  have  been  declared  at  tii 
rate  of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  gross  losses  during  the  histot 
of  the  bank  amount  to  about  $750,000,  having  never  exceeded  oni 
quarter  to  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  of  capital  during  any  single  ycai 
except  during  the  intervals  from  1837  to  1843,  and  from  1873  to  167J 
The  bank  was  a  favorite  of  the  federal  party  at  the  time  of  its  organ 
zatlon. 

Between  the  dates  of  incorporation  of  the  Bank  of  Xew  York  and  (j 
the  declaration  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  on  June  11, 1812,  uioetec  i 
banks  were  chartered  by  the  legislature,  with  an  authorized  capital  o 
$18,215^000.  Among  these  banks  were  the  Manhattan  Company,  Moi 
chants',  Mechanics',  Union,  Bank  of  America,  and  City  Bank,  aU  of  ^ev 
York  City;  the  New  York  State  and  the  Mechanics  and  rarmc^s^  ii 
Albany,  and  the  Bank  of  Utica.  Seven  of  these,  including  the  Bank  o 
New  xork,  have  become  national  banks,  while  three  of  them  are  at  pn  :> 
ent  the  leading  banks  organized  under  State  lawA,  and  all  have  main 
tained  a  high  credit  from  the  date  of  their  organization  to  the  presi^nl 
time.  Twenty -four  additional  banks  were  chartered  between  1812  ami 
the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  safety-fund  act  in  1820,  the  amount  of  cbar^ 
tered  capital  at  the  latter  date  being  $125,105,000,  of  which  amoniic 
$13,770,000  was  authorized  for  banks  in  Now  York  City. 
In  1799  the  Bank  of  New  York  was  under  the  control  of  fetloralists. 
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leading  democrats^  from  their  concern  iu  tbe  Manhattan  aud 
banks,  were  not  only  deeply  interested  in  keeping  up  a  mouo]K>l^^ 
they  also  considered  it  quite  intolerable  that  an  associatiou  of  fa 
ists  should  presume  to  ask  a  democratic  legislature  for  a  biiuk  chi 
After  very  hot  debates  and  a  violent  altercation,  in  which  two  scm 
both  having  the  title  of  judge,  came  to  actual  fisticofEB  within  the 
torial  precincts,  the  bill  of  incorporation  passed  the  senate  by  n  ran  | 
of  three  votes."* 

No  further  serious  contests  over  bank  charters  occuired  until 
when  application  was  made  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Bar 
America  with  a  capital  of  sis  millions.  The  applicants  offered  a  h 
of  9600,000  to  the  State,  of  $400,000  to.  the  common-school  i 
$100,000  to  the  literary-fund,  and  $100,000  to  be  paid  into  the  tren 
at  the  end  of  twenty  years,  provided  that  no  other  bank  should  in 
time  be  chartered.  One  million  of  dollars  was  to  be  loaned  in 
State,  to  be  used  in  constructing  canals,  an<l  one  million  to  farr 
The  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  for  chartering  the  bank  passed 
assembly  by  a  vote  of  52  to  46.  Disclosures  were  made  of  attempti 
the  applicants  to  bribe  members  of  both  houses,  but  the  bill  jra 
the  assembly  by  a  vote  of  58  to  39.  When  it  became  evident  that 
bill  would  pass  the  senate.  Governor  Tompkins,  who  was  sabseqne 
twice  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  sent  a  messa;^ 
the  two  houses,  proroguing  the  legislature  until  May  following,  ui 
anthority  of  a  clause  in  the  constitution  of  1777.  One  cause  assi^ 
by  the  governor  for  this  action  was  that  sufficient  proof  had  been 
nished  him  to  show  that  the  bank  applicants  had  used,  or  attem{ 
to  use,  corrupt  means  to  secure  the  charter,  t 

The  charter  was  granted,  but  the  capital  was  subsequently  reducei 
$2,000,000,  and  the  subsidy  to  the  State  diminished  to  $100,000.  Bo 
for  subscription  to  the  stock  were  opened  in  ten  dififerent  States,  \ 
stock  in  the  United  States  Bank,  whose  charter  had  just  expired,  i 
received  in  subscription  to  the  stock  of  this  bank,  and  also  of  the  C 
Bank,  which  was  organized  during  the  same  ymv.  The  Oity  Bank  i 
to  pay  $120,000  to  the  State  for  school  purposes,  which  amount  1 
subsequently  reduced  to  $60,000. 

A  clause  was  inserted  in  the  constitution  of  1821  which  required  I 
assent  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature  in  order  to 
corporate  a  moneyed  institution.  The  only  effect  of  the  restrictive  olnt 
was  to  increase  the  evil  by  rendering  necessary  a  more  extended  sy<t 
of  corruption.! 

Safety-fund  banJcs. 

The  safety-fund  system  was  recommended  by  Mr.  Van  Boren  in  I 
message  as  governor  in  1829,  and  the  act  establishing  it  passed  f 
legislature  and  became  a  law  on  April  2  of  that  year.  Forty  banks  wti 
then  in  operation,  and  their  charters  were  about  to  expire.  It  is  s.i 
to  have  been  suggested  by  a  system  which  originated  with  the  Hoi 
merchants  in  China,  by  which  each  member  contributed  to  uphold  ai 
cherish  the  weak  members  of  the  Uong.  §  The  act  auttiorized  the  issi 
of  circulating-notes  not  exceeding  twice  the  amount  of  capital  paid  i 
and  limited  the  loans  to  twice  and  one  half  the  amount  of  the  capital.  Tl 
feature  of  most  importance  in  the  act  wiis  the  establishment  of  a  coti 

•*  Hildreth^B  History  of  tho  UuiteU  StatoM,  vol.  5,  pp.  548-50. 
t  nammoDd^s  Political  History  of  New  York,  vol.  1,  p.  309:  Buftalo,  1850. 
Ubid.,  p.  :C2S. 

$  Letter  of  Abijah  Mann,  page  ^7,  in  "Banks  and  Banking  in  the  State  of  New  Yorl; 
by  A.  C.  yiasSf  late  cooptroUer.    16(kj. 
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mon  fund,  by  a  provisiou  requiring  every  banking  corporation  thereafter 
orgauizeil,  or  whoso  chartia*  shoiiUl  bo  renewed  or  extended,  to  imy 
aunually  to  the  treasurer  of  the  State  a  sum  equal  to  oue-half  of  oue  per 
cent,  of  its  capital  stock  paid  in,  the  payments  to  bo  continued  until 
eveiy  such  corporation  had  paid  into  the  treasury  three  per  cent,  upon 
its  capital  stock.  The  fund  thus  created  was  made  applicable  to  the 
IMiyment  of  the  circulation  and  other  debts  of  any  insolvent  bank  con- 
tributing to  the  same.  If  the  fund  became  at  any  time  diminished  by 
payments  fh>m  it,  each  bank  was  required  to  renew  its  annual  contribu- 
tion until  the  deficiency  was  restored. 

Contributions  to  the  fund  were  first  made  in  1831.  In  lS41-'42  eleven 
of  the  safety-fund  banks  failed,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  $3,150,000. 
The  sum  which  had  been  paid  into  the  fund  by  these  banks  was 
bat  $86,274;  while  the  amount  required  for  the  redemption  of  their 
circulation  was  $1,548,688,  and  for  the  payment  of  claims  of  their 
otlier  creditors  $1,010,375,  making  a  total  of  $2^558,933.  Accord- 
ing to  the  report  of  the  State  comptroller,  made  m  1849,  the  whole 
amount  contributed  to  the  fund  down  to  September  30,  1848,  was 
but  $1,876,003;  and  even  if  full  payments,  as  required  by  law,  had 
been  made  by  all  the  banks  organized  under  the  system,  the  fVmd 
would  still  have  been  insnfScient  to  pay  the  deficiency  occasioned  by 
the  insolvency  of  these  eleven  banks.  This  deficiency  was  subsequently 
provided  for  by  the  issue  of  a  six  per  cent  stock  by  the  State,  to  be 
re-imbursed  largely  by  new  contributions  from  the  banks.  During 
the  year  1842  the  act  was  so  amended  that  the  safety -fund  became 
a  security  only  for  the  notes  in  circulation,  and  not  for  the  other  debts 
of  the  banks.  The  safely-fund  act  did  not  provide  for  the  organization 
of  new  banks;  such  banks  were  still  required  to  obtain  special  char- 
ters, as  before  the  passage  of  the  act. 

Another  feature  of  the  system  was  the  appointment  of  three  bank  com- 
missioners to  supervise  and  inspect  the  several  banks,  and  report  annu- 
ally to  the  legislature  the  result  of  their  investigations.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  in  a  commission  consisting  of  three  persons  each  would  be  a 
check  upon  the  others.  To  effect  this  purpose,  the  governor  and  senate 
were  to. appoint  one  commissioner,  the  banks  in  the  southern  portion  of 
the  State  another,  and  the  remaining  banks  a  third. 

The  stock  of  the  safety-fund  banks  was  distributed  by  agents  selected 
from  the  neighborhood  of  the  institutions,  and  was  in  many  instances 
divided  among  the  political  friends  or  favorites  of  the  agents.  The  bank 
commissioners  in  their  report  for  1837  say  of  this :  ^^  The  distribution 
of  bank-stocks  created  at  the  last  session  has  in  very  few,  if  any,  in* 
stances  been  productive  of  anything  like  general  satisfaction.  In  most 
instances  its  fruits  have  been  violent  contention  and  bitter  personal 
animosities,  corrupting  to  the  public  mind  and  destructive  of  the  peace 
and  harmony  of  society.''  The  commissioners,  in  despair  at  the  situa- 
tionand  the  general  complaints,  proposed  that  the  stock  should  thereafter 
be  sold  at  auction. 

The  law  authorizing  the  appointment  of  commissioners  was  changed 
in  1837,  so  as  to  give  the  selection  of  all  three  of  them  to  the  governor  and 
senate.  Hon.  Millard  Fillmore,  comptroller  of  the  State  of  ISew  York, 
in  his  report  for  1849,  says :  <<  This,  of  course,  brought  them  within  the 
vortex  of  the  great  political  whirlpool  of  the  State,  and  the  place  was 
sought  for  and  conferred  upon  partisan  aspirants  without  due  legsad  in 
all  cases  to  their  qualifications  to  discharge  the  delicate  trust  committed 
to  them.  This  state  of  things,  under  the  administration  of  both  the 
great  political  parties  of  the  State,  continued  until  1843,  when  the 
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legUlature  abolished  the  office  and  conferred  the  power  of  exaojii. 
these  banks  upon  this  Office  whenever  there  was  reason  to  suspect  t  h.i 
bank  had  made  an  incorrect  report,  or  was  in  an  unsafe  or  unstjii 
condition  to  do  banking  business." 

I 

Hie  restraining  (wU* 

The  restraining  act  of  1804,  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  pn>b 
ited  any  person,  under  a  i)eualty  of  one  thousand  dollars  from  sabscri  I  >  i 
to  or  becoming  a  member  of  any  association  for  the  purpose  of  recei  vii 
deposits,  or  of  transacting  any  other  business  which  incorporated  ba;i 
may  or  do  transact  by  virtue  of  their  acts  of  incorporation.  Thisreet  m 
ing  law  is  said  to  have  been  passed  through  the  aid  of  influential  tn 
who  controlled  and  were  interested  in  banking  corporations  then  in  i 
istence,  its  purpose  being  to  prevent  private  banking  institutions  in 
continuing  business.  This  law  prohibited  associatumi  of  persons  fix 
doing  a  banking  business ;  but  individuals  and  incorporated  institutio 
subsequently  issued  bills  in  denominations  as  low  as  six,  twelve,  tweii< 
flve,  fifty,  and  seventy-five  cents.  To  prevent  the  further  issue  I 
irresponsible  persons  of  currency  in  the  similitude  of  bank-notes,  whii 
had  become  a  great  evil  at  the  close  of  the  war  of  1812,  the  restrain  ii 
act  of  1818  was  passed,  which  provided  that  no  person,  association 
persons,  or  body-corporate,  except  such  bodies-corporate  as  were  e 
pressly  authorized  by  law,  should  keep  any  office  for  the  purpose  \ 
receiving  deposits,  or  discounting  notes  or  bills,  or  for  issuing  an 
evidence  of  debt  to  be  loaned  or  put  in  circulation  as  money.  This  la 
remained  upon  the  statnte-l)ooks  for  thirty-two  years,  and,  after  variot: 
nnsuocessful  attempts,  was  finally  repealed  in  1837,  one  year  before  tlj 
passage  of  the  free-banking  law. 

Free-banking  system. 

The  free-banking  system  of  New  York  was  authorized  on  April  11 
1838.  Under  its  provisions  any  number  of  persons  was  authorised  ti 
form  banking  assoeiations  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  and  subjod 
to  the  liabilities  of  the  act.  The  law  originally  provided  that  snci 
associations,  on  depositing  stocks  of  the  State  of  New  York  or  of  tin 
United  States,  or  any  State  stock  which  should  be,  or  be  made,  e<iu;i 
to  a  flve-per-cent.  stock,  or  bonds  and  mortgages  on  improved  stk 
productive  real  estate  worth,  exclusive  of  the  buildings  thereon,  double 
the  amount  secured  by  the  mortgage,  and  bearing  interest  at  not  lesi 
than  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  should  receive  from  the  Comptroller  of  tl)>! 
State  an  equal  amount  of  circulating  notes.  Previous  to  the  year  184.  > 
twenty-nine  of  these  banks,  with  an  aggregate  circulation  of  $1,233,37  {, 
had  failed;  and  their  securities,  consisting  of  stocks,  and  bomh 
and  mortgages,  amounting  to  $1,555,338,  were  sold  for  $963,371,  eti 
tailing  a  loss  of  $601,966.  The  avails  of  the  securities  were  snt)i 
cient  to  pay  but  seventy-four  per  cent,  of  the  circulation  alone.  Tixi 
losses  to  the  bill-holders  occurred  only  in  the  case  of  those  bai)ks 
which  had  deiK>sited  State  stocks  other  than  those  of  New  York.  Tlui 
law  was  thereupon  so  amended  as  to  exclude  all  stocks  except  tliost 
issued  by  the  State  of  New  York,  and  to  require  these  to  be  made  anux 
to  a  flve-per-cent.  stock.  An  amendment  in  1848  required  that  tbf* 
stocks  deiK)siteil  should  bear  six  per  cent  interest  instead  of  five,  aud 
that  the  boni^s  and  mortgages  should  bear  interest  at  seven  per  cei)t.« 
and  should  be  on  productive  property  and  for  an  amount  not  exceediu^,' 
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f^vo-fiftbs  of  the  value  of  tbe  land  covered  by  tbem.  Sabseqaently, 
on  April  10, 1849,  the  law  was  agaiu  so  amended  as  to  require  that  at 
leaiit  cue-half  of  the  securities  so  deposited  should  cousist  of  New  York 
State  stocks,  aud  that  not  more  thau  one-half  should  be  iu  the  stocks  of 
tbe  Uuited  States,  tbe  securities  in  all  cases  to  be,  or  to  be  made,  equal 
to  a  stock  producing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  to  be 
taken  at  a  rate  not  above  their  par  value  and  at  not  more  than  their 
market  value. 

Tbe  banks  were  under  tbe  supervision  of  a  commissioner  appointed 
under  the  safety -fund  act  until  the  year  1843,  iu  which  year  they  were 
required  to  report  to  the  State  comptroller ;  but  in  1851  the  present 
office  of  bank  superintendent  was  established. 

In  1840  a  law  was  passed  requiring  the  banks  of  New  York  to  redeem 
their  notes  at  an  agency  of  the  bank,  either  iu  New  York  City,  Albanyi 
or  Troy,  at  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  discount.  This  discount  was  re- 
dnced  in  1851  to  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent.  After  the  passage  of  this 
act,  two  of  tbe  principal  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York  inaugurated  a 
plan  of  redemption  similar  to  the  Suffolk  system.  The  notes  of  such 
associationa  aa  kept  a  deposit  with  them  were  returned  to  the  banks 
of  issue,  and  the  discount  of  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent,  was  divided 
between  the  redemption  agent  and  the  associations  whose  notes  were 
redeemed.  Those  banks  which  did  not  provide  the  means  for  redemp- 
tion 'Weie  forced  to  close  up  their  aflfairs. 

Hon.  Millard  Fillmore,  comptroller  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  his 
report  for  1849,  says : 

The  ttfety-foDd  banks  derived  mnch  of  their  credit  from  the  individnalB  incorpo- 
rated. By  granting  a  special  charter  in  each  case,  the  legislatnre  bad  it  in  its  power  in 
some  measore  to  control  this  matter.  The  practice  of  wanting  exclnstve  privileges  to 
partlcalar  Individuals  invited  competition  for  these  legislative  favors.  They  were 
soon  ngaided  as  part  of  tbe  »poU$  beloogiog  to  the  victorious  party,  and  isere  dealt 
oat  as  rewarda  lor  partisan  services.  This  practice  became  so  shameless  and  oornipt 
that  it  oonld  be  enanied  no  longer,  and  in  1638  the  legialatare  sought  a  remedy  in  toe 
general  bankinff  Isw.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  froe-banking  system.  Since  that 
tiosa  DO  aafotyjond  bank  has  been  chartered,  and  in  1846  the  people  set  their  seal  of 
reprobation  nmm  this  practice  of  granting  special  chartera  for  banking  pnrposeSi  by 
providing  in  tne  new  constitution  that  **  ibc  legislature  should  have  no  power  to  pass 
any  act  granting  any  special  charter  for  banking  parposes,  but  that  corporations  or 
rhttions  might  be  formed  for  such  purposes  unoer  general  lawi," 


The  eoustitntion  of  184G  also  provided  that,  after  the  year  1850, 
Btoekholders  of  banks  issaing  circnlating  notes  shonld  be  individnally 
reqpODsible  to  the  amount  of  their  shares  for  all  debts  and  liabilities 
of  ereiy  kind,  aad  that  in  ease  of  the  insolveDcy  of  any  bank  or  banking 
association,  the  bill-holders  shonld  be  entitled  to  preference  in  payment 
over  all  other  creditors;  and  the  constitntioD,  as  amended  in  1874,  still 
oootains  sobstantially  the  same  provisions. 
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Tho  following  table  cxbibits  tlic  number  of  bauks  in  tbe  State  of  i 
York  and  iu  New  York  City,  with  tbeir  priucipal  iteoiH  of  icscm 
and  li»biiilie8  iu  variouM  year8,  from  183G  to  1870,  tho  uatioiial  lu 
being  iucluded  for  tho  3'ear  1803  aud  subsequently : 
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OTHEU  STATES* 

Ohio. — ^The  first  bank  organized  in  Ohio  was  chartered  iu  1803 — H 
months-after  the  admission  of  the  State  into  theUniony  under  the  uamti 
the  Miami  Exporting  Com]iany.  It  was  authorized  to  continue  for  fo) 
years,  with  a  nominal  capital  of  85(X)y000y  divided  into  shares  of  v 
hundred  dollars  each,  and  payable,  five  dollars  in  cash  and  the  temaiuil 
iu  produce  and  manufactures  such  as  the  president  and  directors  mi^ 
receive.  Its  ^<  main  purpose  was  to  facilitate  trade,  then  suffering  unci 
great  depression.''  it  subsequently  issued  bills  and  redeemed  the  sat 
in  notes  of  other  banks,  but  was  finally  compelled  to  close  up  its  affaii 

The  first  regular  bank  in  Ohio  was  established  by  charter  at  Marivt 
in  1308,  with  a  capital  of  half  a  million  of  dollars.  During  the  same  ye 
a  bank  was  established  at  Chillicothe,  then  the  seat  of  the  State  gi> 
ernment,  with  a  capital  of  8100,000.  From  1809  to  1816  four  ban  I 
were  chartered,  among  which  was  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  1 
Cincinnati,  with  a  capital  of  $200,000.  In  131C,  an  act  was  pas^^ 
chartering  six  banks,  with  a  capital  of  (100,000  each,  and  extenditi 
the  charters  of  six  others,  having  an  aggregate  capital  of  |1,C00,(Hh 
one  of  them  being  the  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  with  a  capital  of  |600,0(» 
Among  other  provisions  of  this  act  was  one  requiring  that  each  ne 
bank,  and  every  old  bank  rechartered,  should  annually  set  apart  out  i 
its  profits,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  State,  such  sum  as  would,  ;i 
the  expiration  of  its  charter,  amount  to  one-twenty-fifth  part  of  its  who] 

*  With  tho  exception  of  the  States  of  MaosaohnaettB  and  Kew  York,  it  hao  be«i 
foand  exceed iufflv  difficalt  to  obtain  more  than  the  most  meager  and  nnssUsfikcto' 
material  for  sketches  of  tho  history  of  banking  in  the  several  States  of  the  UnioD.  1  ..1 
facts  presented  in  reference  to  other  States  have  been  largely  derived  ftt>m  **  BtDl^  a:  1 
Banking  in  the  United  States/'  by  Henry  P.  Baker,  Cinoinnati,  1354,  and  from  iol»?<j 
qnent  articles  by  the  same  author,  published  in  the  Banker's  Magazina,  New  York,  .1 
IUTA  and  ld5ii. 
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capital  stock.  This  provision  was  ameoded  in  1825,  so  that,  iu  place  of 
the  stock,  the  Btate  was  to  receive  a  tax  of  two  per  cent,  upon  all  divi- 
dends previously  made,  and  four  per  cent,  upon  all  subsequent  dividends 
The  rate  of  interest  to  be  charged  was  limited  to  six  per  cent.  From 
1816  to  1832,  charters  were  granted  to  eleven  banks,  with  an  aggregate 
capital  of  $2,700,000.  In  1833,  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Uincinnati,  with 
a  capital  of  $1,000,000,  was  organized,  and  in  the  following  year  the 
Ohio  life  and  Trust  Company,  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000,  was  char- 
tered. The  latter  institution  failed  on  August  24, 1857,  with  estimated 
liabiUties  of  $7,000,000. 

The  State  imposed  a  tax  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  each  on  the  branches 
of  the  United  States  Bank  which  had  been  established  at  Cincinnati  and 
Chillicothe,  in  case  they  should  continue  to  transact  business  after  the 
15th  of  September,  1819.  As  the  branches,  notwithstanding  this  provi- 
sion of  law,  continued  to  do  business  after  the  date  mentions,  the  Btate 
andi  tor  made  preparations  to  collect  the  tax.  Thereupon  the  bank  filed  a 
bill  in  chancery  in  the  United  States  circuit  court,  asking  ibr  an  injunc- 
tion  restraining  the  auditor  fkom  proceeding  fhrther  in  the  collection  of 
the  tax.  and,  that  officer  failing  to  appear,  the  injunction  was  granted. 
Kevertoeless,  claiming  that  legal  notice  of  the  application  for  an  injunc- 
tion had  not  been  served  ui>on  him,  the  auditor  caused  the  State  writ  to 
be  issued  to  the  sheriff,  who  proceeded  to  the  banking-house  at  Chilli- 
cottfe,  demanded  the  tax,  and,  upon  refusal  of  payment,  seized  $08,000 
in  money  and  turned  the  same  over  to  the  State  treasurer.  The  State 
officers  engaged  in  this  aflUr  were  thereupon  arrested  and  imprisoned 
by  the  United  Stetes  circuit  court,  and  the  money  was  subsequently 
retained  to  the  bank.  The  decision  in  the  premises  was  confirmed  in 
1824  by  the  Snpreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  the  State  of 
Ohio  finally  ceased  further  interference  with  the  bank.  The  bank*tax 
on  dividends  was  increased  in  1831,  from  four  to  six  per  cent. 

By  act  of  February  24,  1845,  a  State  bank  with  branches  was 
authorized,  on  the  safety-flind  principle,  with  a  capitel  of  $0,150,000. 
This  act  required  that,  in  order  to  create  a  safety-fund,  an  amount  equal 
to  ten  per  centum  of  the  circulation  of  each  of  the  branches  should  be 
paid  to  the  board  of  control,  which  was  authorized  to  invest  the  same 
either  in  stocks  of  the  State  or  of  the  United  Stetes,  or  in  bonds  secured 
by  mortgages  on  unencnmbered  real  estate  of  at  least  twice  the  value  of 
tho  amount  secured  thereby,  which  should  be  payable  on  demand  to  the 
State  Bank  of  Ohio ;  and  each  branch  was  entitled  to  receive  the  inter- 
est  accruing  on  the  stocks  and  bonds  in  which  its  portion  of  the  safety- 
fund  was  invested.  In  case  of  ihilure,  the  stocks  and  bonds  of  the  iu- 
solrent  bank  were  first  to  be  applied  to  the  redemption  of  ito  outetand- 
ing  notes  before  any  part  of  tho  safety-fund  belonging  to  the  other 
branches  should  be  so  applied.  The  State  was  divided  into  twelve  dis- 
tricts, and  a  portion  of  the  capitel  of  the  State  bank  was  allotted  to 
each.  Sixty-three  branches  in  all  were  authorized,  with  charters  to 
continue  until  18C0.  Five  banks,  previously  chartered,  were  author- 
ized, upon  certain  conditions,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of 
the  act.  The  branches  were  under  the  supervision  of  a  board  of  con- 
trol, consisting  of  one  representative  from  each  branch,  which  was  to 
fnnish  all  the  circnlating  notes.  These  were  limited  by  the  charter  to 
^donblethe  amount  of  capital  on  the  first  $1(K),000;  150  per  cent,  on 
the  second  $100,000  or  part  thereof,  and  125  per  cent,  on  the  third 
$100,000  or  part  thereof.'^  There  were  thirtysix  of  these  branches  in 
operation  iu  1850,  witli  a  capital  oi'  ^^4,034,524,  and  circulation  of 
$7,112,320.    At  that  date  the  Ohio  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company, 
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Tlio  following  table  cxbibits  tlic  number  of  banks  in  tbo  SUite  of  i 
York  and  in  New  York  City,  with  tbeir  prinGipol  iteiUH  of  resciii 
and  liabilities  in  various  years,  from  183G  to  1870,  the  uational  lu 
being  included  for  tbo  3'ear  1803  and  subsequently : 
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Ohio. — ^The  first  bank  organized  in  Ohio  was  chartered  in  1803 — C 
month8«after  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the  Union,  under  the  name 
the  Miami  Exporting  Com]iany.  It  was  authorized  to  continue  for  foi 
years,  with  a  nominal  capital  of  85(X),000,  divided  into  shares  of  o 
hundred  dollars  each,  and  payable,  five  dollars  in  cash  and  the  remaiud 
in  produce  and  manufactures  such  as  the  president  and  directors  mi^' 
receive.  Its  ^<  main  purpose  was  to  facilitate  trade,  then  suffering  nnd 
great  depression.''  it  subsequently  issued  bills  and  redeemed  the  sai; 
in  notes  of  other  banks,  but  was  finally  compelled  to  close  up  its  afiaii 

The  first  regular  bank  in  Ohio  was  established  by  charter  at  Maritt 
in  1308,  with  a  capital  of  half  a  million  of  dollars.  During  the  same  yei 
a  bank  was  established  at  Chillicothe,  then  the  seat  of  the  State  f:<^ 
ernment,  with  a  capital  of  8100,000.  From  1809  to  1816  four  ban] 
were  chartered,  among  which  was  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  1 
Cincinnati,  with  a  capital  of  $200,000.  In  131C,  an  act  was  pas<r< 
chartering  six  banks,  with  a  capital  of  (100,000  each,  and  extendiii 
the  charters  of  six  others,  having  an  aggregate  capital  of  |L600,0^'l 
one  of  them  being  the  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  with  a  capital  of  $600,0(i| 
Among  other  provisions  of  this  act  was  one  requiring  that  each  nt- 
bank,  and  every  old  bank  rechartered,  should  annually  set  apart  out  < 
its  profits,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  State,  such  sum  as  wonld,  ;i 
the  expiration  of  its  charter,  amount  to  one<twenty-fifth  part  of  its  v\nA 

*  With  the  except  ion  of  the  States  of  MaosaohnaettB  and  Kew  York,  it  hao  Keti 
found  exceedin{(ly  difficalt  to  obtoia  more  than  the  most  meager  and  unastisfitfto  ; 
inaterial  for  skctcneB  of  the  history  of  banking  in  the  sevonil  States  of  the  Uoioo.  J  1 
facts  presented  in  reference  to  other  States  have  been  laively  deri^'ed  ftt>m  **  Bsnk^  a- 1 
Banking  in  the  United  States,"  by  Henry  F.  Baker,  Cincinnati,  1354,  and  from  tuh-i 
qnent  articles  by  the  same  author,  published  in  the  Banker's  Magazina,  New  York,  .j 
IUTA  and  IdoU. 
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i  itDck.    Tfaia  proTiaion  wu  atneajcd  in  IS23,  so  that,  iu  place  at 
:.,  tiie  State  was  to  recei%'e  a  tax  of  tiro  per  cent.  apoQ  all  dtri- 
nTMKMly  node,  aod  foor  per  cent,  upou  all  suliaeqaeot  diridetMU 
B  of  interest  to  be  cbarffed  was  limited  to  aix  iio*  cent.    Pram 
1 1833,  charters  ven  eraated  la  eleven  banks,  with  an  aficreipite 
'  If  •2,700,000.    In  1833,  the  Franklin  Bunk  of  Cincinnati,  vitb 
.1  of  tL,O00,0O0,  was  orsanizcd,  and  ia  the  foUovriufr  year  the 
[life  and  Trust  Company,  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000,  was  cbar- 
the  latter  institution  tailed  ou  Angust  '2-1,  1837,  with  estiouted 
"  •  of  •7,000,000. 
tatelnpooedataxof  liny  tfaoaMiuddollancachoo  the  brandies 
pUntteil  8talea  Bank  which  bad  been  established  at  Cincinnali  and 
I,  io  caae  they  sboald  oontinne  to  tranjiact  business  after  tbe 
if  Beptenber,  1919.    As  the  branches,  notwithstandiog  this  provj- 
^Ibw,  oontinaed  to  do  bttswessaAci  tbe  date  mentiooed,  the  Stale 
'spreparatioas  to  collect  the  tax.  Tberenpon  the  bank  filed  a 
/  in  the  United  States  circuit  poart,  aakiag  tor  an  injanc- 
big  the  auditor  bom  proceedint;  furttier  in  tbe  collection  of 
L  and,  that  officer  (ailing  to  appear,  tbe  inJuDctton  was  granted. 
L  daimittg  that  h^I  notice  of  (be  application  for  su  injonc- 
9  aen>'ed  opoti  him,  the  auditor  caused  the  State  writ  to 
d  to  the  sheriff,  who  proceeded  to  tho  IrankinK-bouse  at  Cbilli- 
tCenanded  the  tax,  and,  upon  refusal  of  paymcut,  seized  4U&,000 
nj  a»d  tnroed  the  same  u\-cr  to  the  State  tnmsorcr.    Xbc  State 
KcBgiffcd  in  this  atDtir  were  tbrreupoo  arrested  and  imprisoned 
I  United  States  circuit  court,  imd  the  money  wa«  subeeiioently 
"rftothe  bank.    Tbe  decision  in  tbo  premises  was  confirmed  in 
f  lfc»  Sapreae  Court  of  tlie  United  States,  ami  tbe  SUto  of 
'  "f  CMsed  fortbcr  interference  with  tbo  bank.    The  banlttax 
i  was  iDoreased  in  1831,  from  four  to  six  per  cent. 
i  of  FWitoary  '24,  iSiS,  a  State  bank  with   braucbee  wa^ 
.  d,aa  the  Mfety-fnnd  principle,  with  a  capiUl  of  #4,150,000. 
>  wqnired  that,  in  order  to  create  a  safcty-fuud.au  amouul  enual 
jcr  wotHM  of  tbe  circolation  of  each  of  the  btauctica  sbonbl  be 
f  the  bonrd  of  control,  which  was  authorized  to  invest  tbe  anme 
iksoftheSuteurof  tbe  t'uilcd  Sutes,  or  iu  bonds  secured 
_  •  on  nnencumbarcd  mil  estate  of  at  least  twice  tbo  value  of 
t  «eaml  thereby,  wbicb  sbvald  be  payable  on  deioaud  to  the 
k  of  Ohio ;  and  each  bnuob  was  ontitled  to  lecdve  tbo  inter- 
ia(  oo  the  stocks  and  bonds  in  which  its  |)ortlon  of  tbe  safoty- 
ihircsted.    Iu  t'aM^  «rrii[Iiite.  Mk;  oto-b't  ninl  liotKlsoCUioiu- 
fcvnefirsTr    "  'itKOuUtaud- 
•ftitv  anv  [  iM  the  other 
M<e  »•> .  11  twelve  dl»- 
a  iiortton  "i                                                  -  ii;i»:tiNl  lo 
Igr-lbrve  bnnrlit-s  <:,  <  :->  tu 
IBrtU  laCO.     Flrebii-:  t.n- 
_           '  i  conditfoiui.  ;■  <  oi 
H»  brmobe*  w.  rr  Hi                                                        ron 
tins  of  r>n-                                                              '  iiiiii  wii  to 

■a  the  cifTulit:  .  '  I barter  to 

efhi-  itwrnnf*  ■'  '  it  rent.  OR 

—  '  *>"«'-■*  .   ".■  iiiinl 
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having  a  capiUil  of  $610,000,  was  tho  only  one  of  the  old  banks  mil 
ingin  operation.  The  same  act  also  antliorized  an  indepeDilent  1i 
system,  requiring  State  and  United  States  stocks  to  be  deposited  i 
the  treasurer,  cqaal  to  tbe  full  amount  of  the  bank  issues.  In  1 
there  were  nine  of  tbese  banks  in  operation,  with  an  aggregate  c;i: 
of  9587,500,  and  circulation  amounting  to  $893,839,  and  havin^r  <'< ^ 
posit  with  the  State  treasurer  the  required  stocks  of  the  United  S  t ; 
or  of  the  State  of  Ohio  as  security  therefor. 

In  March,  1851,  the  legislature  passed  an  act  authorizing  free  h:\ 
ing,  secured  by  a  pledge  of  bonds  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  t< 
of  Ohio.  Ten  banks,  organized  under  this  law,  were  in  operation  in  1 1 
with  a  capital  of  $738,050  and  a  circulation  of  $769,397.  A  new  ^ 
stitntion  was  adopted  in  June,  1851,  which  contained  an  article  proli  j 
ing  the  organization  of  additional  banks,  without  the  approval  h y 
people  at  the  next  succeeding  general  election  of  tho  law  autliti 
ing  tfte  same.  The  legislature  passed  a  tax  law  in  1852,  wbicb,  \\n 
a  forced  construction,  levied  upon  the  banks  double,  and  in  st 
instances  triide,  the  rate  imposed  upon  any  other  property. 
1854  there  were  in  Ohio  four  distinct  classes  of  banks;  nann 
old  banks,  incoq)orated  prior  to  1845,  with  a  capital  of  $1,5^0,(^ 
branches  of  the  State  bank,  created  in  1845,  having  a  capital  of  $4,  II 
000;  independent  banks,  with  a  capital  of  $720,000;  and  free  bai 
authorized  by  the  iict  of  1851,  with  a  capital  of  $085,000.  Most  of 
banks  organized  in  this  State  under  the  act  of  1851  were  ultimat 
obliged  to  go  into  liquidation,  owing  to  the  oppressive  taxation  Uroni  ti 
to  time  imposed  upon  them.  Mr.  Baker,  in  referring  to  this  sabjet*^ 
his  '^  Banks  and  Banking,''  says:  <*  Under  the  present  tax-law,  I 
officer  is  empowered  to  use  < crowbars'  to  break  open  any  lock,  vai 
or  chest,  and  to  seize  upon  any  amount  which  he  can  find,  for  the  i 
satisfaction  of  his  demand.  Contrast  the  policy  of  Massaohasettji  a 
Ohio.  The  former  imposes  a  tax  of  one  per  cent,  on  her  banking  en 
tal,  and  tbe  amount  Invested  in  it  steadily  advances  with  the  increa>:i 
prosperity  of  the  State.  But  Ohio  pursues  an  opposite  conrse,  a 
levies  an  exorbitant  and  nnconstitutional  tax,  and  cripples  the  trade 
her  own  citizens,  but  enables  the  residents  of  other  States  to  protit 
her  mischievous  measures.  Ohio  takes  a  retrograde  step  in  the  liu^ 
cial  measures  of  tbe  present  day,  and  allows  Uie  States  of  Kentucl^ 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Virginia,  and  Tennessee,  and  finally  thel^ew  Englai 
States,  to  supply  her  with  currency,  who  derive  a  large  income  tLt  i 
from."  • 

In  April,  1850,  an  act  was  passed  incorporating  the  State  Bank 
Ohio,  and  other  banks,  similar  in  its  general  provisions  to  the  act 
1845,  the  charters  to  continue  until  May,  1877.  The  act,  howe\^ 
contained  a  personal -liability  clause,  and  it  also  prohibited  tl 
general  assembly  *'  from  imposing  any  greater  tax  upon  property  ei 
ployed  in  banking  under  this  act  than  is  or  may  be  imposed  upon  tl 
property  of  individuals."  In  1835  there  were,  in  all,  thirty-four  banl 
in  operation  in  Ohio,  having  a  capital  of  $5,819,000;  in  1837  there  woi 
thirty  three  banks,  with  a  capital  of  $9,247,000;  and  in  1840  there  wei 
thirty-seven  banks,  with  a  total  capital  of  $10,000,000.  On  the  1st  i 
January,  1845,  but  eight  banks  were  in  operation,  with  an  aggre^al 
capital  of  $2,171,807.  In  1855,  there  were  fifty-one  banks,  whose  ca| 
ital  amounted  to  a  little  more  than  $6,000,000.    In  1856|  thirty-six  ii 


*  ''  Baoks'and  DankiDg  in  the  United  States,''  by  H.  F.  Baker ;  CinohmatI,  16M. 
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the  banks  which  bad  been  or^auized  in  the  State  had  failed,  their  notes 
being  entirely  worthless,  while  eighteen  others  were  in  process  of  liqui- 
dation, their  notes  being  quoted  at  fifty  to  seventy-five  cents  on  the  dollar. 
There  were  fifty-six  banks  in  existence  in  the  State  in  1863,  with  an 
aggregate  capital  of  $5,674,000,  of  which  namber  seven  were  independ- 
ent banks,  with  a  capital  of  $350,000,  and  thirteen  were  free  banks, 
with  a  capital  of  $1,270,000.  The  State  Bank  of  Ohio,  with  thirty-six 
branches,  had  a  capital  of  $4,054,000;  loans,  $8,653,000;  deposits, 
$5,631,000 ;  circulation,  $7,246,000 ;  and  specie,  $2,217,000 ;  together 
with  safety-fand  of  $814,800  invested  in  bonds  and  mortgages.  A  table 
showing  the  condition  of  the  Ohio  banks,  organized  nnder  the  laws  oi 
the  State,  from  1834  to  1863,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

Indiana. — ^The  State  of  Indiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union  in  1816. 
In  1820,  it  had  two  banks,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  $202,857.  In  1834. 
the  State  Bank  of  Indiana  was  incorporated,  with  ten  branches,  afterwara 
increased  to  thirteen,  the  branches  being  mutually  liable  for  the  debts 
of  each  other.  Each  share  was  subject  to  a  tax  of  twelve  and  one-hfdf 
cents  annually  for  educational  purposes,  in  lieu  of  all  other  taxes.  If  an 
ad  valorem  system  of  taxation  should  be  authorized  by  the  State,  the 
stock  was  to  be  liable  the  same  as  other  capital,  not  exceeding  one  per 
cent,  per  annum.  The  directors  of  the  parent  bank  were  to  have  charge 
of  the  plates  and  unsigned  notes  of  the  branches,  and  were  authorized 
to  deliver  to  them  an  amount  of  circulation  not  exceeding  twice  the 
amount  of  the  stock  subscribed. 

*^  The  capital  was  almost  wholly  borrowed  from  abroad,  and  through 
the  credit  of  the  State,  which  took  one  million  of  the  stock  and  loaned 
its  credit  to  individual  stockholders  to  the  extent  of  one-half  the  stock 
8id>Bcribed  by  them,  taking  as  security  therefor  real  estate  at  one-half 
its  improved  value.  The  bank  commenced  business  at  one  of  the  most 
criticia  periods  in  the  history  of  the  country,  at  the  beginning  of  the  era 
of  speculation  which  nearly  bankrupted  the  whole  nation,  and  which 
culminated  in  the  terrible  catastrophe  of  1837.  At  this  disastrous  crisis 
neariy  every  bank  in  the  Western  and  Southwestern  States  failed,  with 
the  exception  of  the  State  Bank  of  Indiana.  A  very  large  namoer  of 
those  of  the  Eastern  States  were  totally  ruined.  This  bank  not  only  paid 
dividends  averaging  from  12  to  14  per  cent,  annually,  but  returned  to 
the  stockholders  ne^ly  double  the  original  investment  when  it  was  wound 
up  at  the  expiratioifof  its  charter  in  1854.  For  the  one  million  invested 
in  this  institution,  the  State  received  in  profits  fully  $3,500,000.  The 
baak  was  Uie  only  one  of  the  numerous  enterprises  in  which  the  State 
embarked  that  did  not  prove  an  almost  total  failure."  * 

In  1841,  the  branches  were  authorized,  on  the  payment  of  one  per  cent 
for  the  privilege,  to  issue  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars  in  notes  of 
less  denomination  than  five  dollars.  The  aggregate  circulation  was  about 
$3,800,000,  nearly  one-sixth  part  of  which  was  in  small  notes.  In  May, 
1837,  the  capital  of  the  State  bank  was  $1,846,921 ;  its  loans,  $4,208,956; 
its  specie,  $1,196,187;  circulation.  $2,516,790;  and  itsdeposits, $1,898,061. 

The  banks  of  Indiana  suspenaed  specie  payments  in  1838,  resuming 
in  1841,  at  which  time  the  State  bank  and  branches  held  $1,127,518  in 
specie,  and  had  a  circulation  of  $2,960,414,  and  deposits  amounting  to 
$317^00.  In  November,  1851,  the  new  constitution  went  into  opera- 
tion, which  prohibited  the  organization  of  banks  except  under  a  general 
law ;  and  in  May,  1852,  a  general  banking  law  was  passed  which  pro- 
vided that  United  States  stocks  or  stocks  of  the  several  States,  includ- 

*  Sketch  of  the  Lilb  of  S.  F.  V.  Lanier ;  New  York,  1871. 
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ing  those  of  Indiana  (then  worth  about  95  iier  centOy  shoald  be  dcpni 
\nth  the  aaditor  as  security  for  circulating  notes,  the  stocks  to  be  ii 
equal  to  one  bearing  six  per  cent,  interest  The  law  did  not  reqii 
board  of  directors,  nor  that  the  stockholders  should  be  citizoDs  oi 
State.  In  October,  1854,  there  were  eighty-four  of  these  banks,  ami 
returns  of  sixty -seven  of  them  at  that  date  exhibit  $7,425,000  of  v\ 
lation,  with  a  total  authorized  capital  of  $32,900,000.  The  oppren 
tax  law  of  Ohio  having  driven  capital  from  that  State,  it  was  to  a 
sideral^le  exten  t  invested  in  the  free  banks  of  Indiana.  In  1856,  of  n  i  u 
four  free  banks  fifty-one  had  suspended,  and  their  notes  were  sellin 
from  25  to  75  per  cent,  discount  in  Cincinnati. 

The  charter  of  the  State  Bank  expired  iu  1854,  and  the  le^sla 
chartered  a  new  bank  with  a  capital  of  $6,000,000,  and  having  i 
fifteen  to  twenty  branches.  The  bank  was  carefully  and  skill t 
managed;  did  notsusi>end  in  the  crisis  of  1857;  reduced  its  circula 
largely  in  1801,  uiion  the  issue  of  legal-tender  notes;  and  subsequei 
re-issued  its  notes,  investing  the  amount  so  issued  in  gold  coin.  lull 
its  capital  was  $3,354,200;  deposits,  $1,723,024;  loans,  $4,007,590: 
culation,  $5,559,467;  and  specie,  $3,284,696.  A  table  showing  the  p 
dpal  items  of  resources  and  liabilities  from  1834  to  1863  of  the  ba 
organized  under  the  laws  of  Indiana  will  be  found  in  the  api^endix. 

Illinois. — ^The  State  of  Illinois  was  admitted  into  the  Union  in  ! 
cember,  1818.  The  first  bank  was  established  under  its  territorial  -^ 
ernment  in  1813  at  Shawneetowu,  the  whole  Territory  then  contain 
but  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants.  In  1816  this  bank  was  regularly  in< 
l)orated,  with  a  capital  of  $300,000,  for  a  term  of  twenty  years, 
received  a  large  amount  of  Government  deposits  and  acquired  exten s 
credit,  but  suspended  specie  payment  in  1821.  It  transacted  but  hi 
business  until  February,  1835,  when  its  charter  was  extended  in 
January,  1857,  and  its  capital  increased  from  $300,000  to  $1,45<>.04 
tlie  additional  capital  being  subscribed  by  the  State,  which  issucHl 
bonds  to  provide  the  funds  for  the  increase.  The  treasury  report.s  sh 
that  $46,909  of  unavailable  funds  were  on  dei)osit  with  this  bank  at  i 
time  of  its  failure.  The  constitution  of  1818  prohibited  tlie  establisbiiK! 
of  an^  new  bank  except  a  State  bank  and  branches.  The  State  IU\ 
of  Dlmois  was  chartered  in  1821  with  a  capital  of  $500,000,  for  a  t«  i 
of  ten  years,  to  be  owned  by  the  State  and  managed  by  the  legislatii 
Three  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  directed  to  be  issued  and  loai: 
on  mortgages,  with  notes  for  one  year  at  six  per  cent  interest,  and 
sums  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  to  each  individual ;  the  no* 
to  be  renewed  on  payment  of  ten  per  cent  of  the  principal  annually.  '11 
circulating  notes  of  the  bank  were  receivable  for  taxes  and  for  all  (Mi 
duo  to  the  State  or  the  bank.  These  notes  were  soon  thereafter  qnotP<  I 
seventy-five  cents  on  the  dollar,  then  at  fifty  cents,  and  finally  at  ivFew 
five  cents,  when  they  ceased  to  circulate  altogether.  Members  of  1 1 
legislature  received  their  compensation  in  depreciate<l  currency  :U  • 
market  value,  which  tlie  State  was  compelled  to  redeem  at  par;  ami 
loan  of  $100,000  received  in  these  notes  at  par  was  paid  out  at  nil 
cents  on  the  dollar. 

In  February,  1835,  a  new  bank  was  iucor)>orate<l  with  a  capital  < 
$1,500^000,  which  was  subsequently  increased  to  $2,000,00<^  the  vflu^l 
of  which  was  subscribed  for  by  the  State.  The  bank  mos  ullowt^ 
fifty  days  for  the  redoin)>tion  of  its  bil]»,  and  was  required  to  pnn  ii| 
for  the  loan  of  $100,000  above  voferruil  to,  previously  ifwued  by  tl 
State.  It  was  shortly  compelled  to  suspend  payment,  ami  inisil  i 
went  into  liquidation.    In  the  same  year  an  act  was  passed  to  prescn 
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its  oh&rter«  i^hich  had  been  forfeited,  provided  it  would  pay  $200,000  of 
tiie  State  debt ;  but  in  1843  two  acts  were  passed,  one  to  diminish  the 
State  debt  and  pat  the  State  Bank  in  liquidation,  and  the  other  to 
reduce  the  public  debt  by  a  million  of  dollars  and  to  put  the  Bank  of 
Illinois  at  Shawneetown  in  liquidation.  The  stock  of  these  banks  sub- 
HCiibed  for  by  individuals  was  lost,  and  about  $90,000  belonging  to  deposi- 
tors and  biU'holders  remained  unpaid,  as  well  as  $40,909  belonging  to 
the  Government.  The  State  took  jiossession  of  its  bonds  held  by  them, 
amounting  to  $3,050,000,  and  by  direction  of  the  governor  they  were 
canceled  and  burned*  in  the  presence  of  the  legislature  in  the  capital 
square  of  Springfield.  During  the  year  1843  a  general  banking  law, 
similar  in  its  provisions  to  the  free  banking  law  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
was  imssed. 

The  report  of  the  bank  commissioners  for  18G1  states  that  in  1857 
the  bank  circulation  of  the  State  amounted  to  $5,500,000,  which  was 
Kecuied  by  $6,500,000  of  the  bonds  of  various  States,  of  which  amount 
$4,500,000  were  Missouri  sixes.  In  1861  the  amount  of  Missouri  bonds 
had  been  reduced  to  $3,026,000,  and  the  circulation  increased  from 
$5,500,000  to  $12,300,000.  About  three-fourths  of  the  securities  then 
held  by  the  auditor  wer^  the  bonds  of  the  Southern  States.  The  prin- 
cipal items  of  the  resources  and  liabilities  of  the  banks  of  Illinois,  from 
1834  to  1863,  will  be  found  in  a  table  printed  in  the  appendix. 

KetUueky. — ^The  Bank  of  Kentucky  vas  incorporated  in  1804 — ^twelve 
years  after  the  admission  of  the  State,  with  a  capital  of  one  million  of  dol- 
lars. Forty  new  banks  were  incorporated  in  1817,  with  an  aggregate 
capital  of  $10,000,000,  but  no  provision  was  made  for  the  redemption  of 
their  notes  in  specie.  They  issued  large  amounts  of  circulating  notes, 
and  many  of  them  failed  during  the  first  year  of  their  establishment. 
For  relief,  the  legislature,  in  1820,  chartered  the  Bank  of  the  Oom- 
monwealth  of  Kentucky,  with  a  capital  of  $3^000,000,  pledging  the 
public  faith  for  the  redemption  of  its  circulation,  and  setting  aside 
certain  lands  south  of  the  Tennessee  Biver  as  a  guarantee  fund.  If  a 
creditor  refused  to  receive  the  notes  of  the  bank  in  payment  of  a  debt, 
the  debtor  was  allowed  by  law  two  years  in  which  to  pay  it.  This 
feature  of  the  law  was  judicially  declared  to  be  unconstitutional ;  but  a 
new  court,  which  was  appointed,  reversed  the  previous  decision,  and  the 
notosof  the  bank  soon  became  worth  but  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar.  A  bitter 
contest  continued  for  Ave  years  between  two  parties,  known  as  the  relief 
and  anti-relief,  or  old-court  and  new-court  parties^  which  finally  resulted 
in  the  repeal  of  the  stay  law,  known  as  the  replevin  act,  and  the  circula- 
tion of  the  bank  was  ultimately  suppressed,  and  finally  destroyed  under 
the  provisions  of  successive  acts  of  the  legislature. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  provided  that  it  should  be  established  in  the 
name  and  bdialf  of  the  Gommonwealth  of  Kentucky,  under  the  direction 
of  a  president  and  twelve  directors  to  be  chosen  by  the  legislature, 
and  that  it  should  be  exclusively  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth. 
The  bank  was,  by  a  subsequent  act,  authorized  to  issue  $3,000,000  in 
ciictdating  notes,  and  the  dividends  were  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  State. 

In  answer  to  a  suit  brought  by  the  bank  for  the  collection  of  a  prom- 
i^saory  note,  in  the  famous  case  of  Briscoe  and  olhers  vs.  Bank  of  ike  Oom- 
niantceaUko/ Kentucky^  (XI  Peters,)  thedefendants  (in  the  lower  court,  and 
jilaintiff  in  error  in  the  court  of  appeals)  claimed  that  the  note  given  by 
t  hem  was  void,  inasmuch  as  the  circulating  notes  received  from  the  bank 
I Q  consideration  therefor  were  bills  of  credit  issued  by  the  State,  and  that 
13  Ab 
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the  act  of  the  legislature  iDcorporating  the  bank  was  therefore  uun 
tational  and  void.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uuited  States  fa«MM 
the  act  iocorporating  the  bank  was  not  uucoDstitutioual,  and  t}j;i 
notes  issued  by  the  Imnk  were  not  bills  of  credit  within  tho  mean  : 
the  Constitution. 

In  1834  there  were  established  the  Bank  of  Kentucky,  with  a  ca  | » i  I 
$5,000,000,  the  Northern  Bank  of  Kentucky,  capital  $3,000,000,  aix 
Bank  of  Louisville,  with  a  capital  of  $5,000,000,  all  of  which  wero  1 1 
istence  in  1856,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  $7,030,000.  All  of  t 
banks  suspended  payment  in  1837  and  resumed  in  1842,  with  an  a  -^ 
gate  circulation  at  the  latter  date  of  $3,800,000.  This  amoaut  wai 
creased  by  subsequent  issues,  until  in  1850  it  had  reached  $6,683,0(>(». 
SoiuUiem  Bank  of  Kentucky  went  into  operation  in  1852,  with  a  caj 
of  $1,300,000,  and  charters  were  also  subsequently  granted  to  four  <  > 
banks  with  large  capitals.  Twenty-seven  Kentucky  banks  fSailed  iu  J 
but  in  1856  there  were  thirty-four  banks  and  branches  still  in  oiM^ni 
in  the  State,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  $11,730,000,  and  with  cir.t 
tion  of  about  $13,300,000.  A  table  will  be  found  in  the  appendix,  > :  i 
ing  the  principal  items  of  the  resources  and  liabilities  of  the  State  Imi 
of  Kentucky  uom  1834  to  1863. 

Tennessee. — ^The  Nashville  Bank,  in  Tennessee,  was  incor]>oij 
in  1807,  with  a  capital  of  $200,000,  which  was  afterward  increasiMi 
$400,000.  Several  branches  were  also  established,  which  were  hu) 
quently  closed  with  loss  to  all  parties.  The  Bank  of  the  State  of  l 
nessee,  at  Knoxville,  was  chartered  in  1811,  with  a  capital  of  $40(»j»i 
and  in  1817  nine  other  banks  were  chartered,  which  were  authori/t  <) 
become  branches  of  the  former.  The  Farmers  and  Mechajiics'  Ban). 
Nashville  was  established  in  1819,  with  a  capital  of  $400,000,  Imh; 
became  insolvent  within  the  same  year  of  its  organization. 

In  1820  the  State  Bank  of  Tennessee,  at  Nashville,  was  incorpordr^ 
with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000.  The  State  funds  were  to  be  depo8it«'<l 
the  bank,  which  was  authorized  to  sell  $250,000  of  six-per-cent.  fc^t.i 
stocks,  to  be  used  as  capital.  It  created  agencies  to  loan  money  iu  i>  v.  i 
county,  according  to  its  wealth  and  population,  in  sums  not  exceed.] 
five  hundred  dollars  to  any  one  person.  The  loans  were  to  be  made  < 
a  credit  of  twelve  months,  and  be  secured  by  mortgage  on  real  or  p^ 
sonal  property  worth  double  their  amount.  The  proceeds  of  fiiawas^i 
lands  and  other  funds  were  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  cin  nl 
tion,  which  was  guaranteed  by  the  State,  and  which  was  issued  to  ti 
amount  of  $1,000,000;  but  it  was  soon  at  a  discount  of  ten  per  ecu 
below  the  value  of  United  States  bank*uotes.  The  bank  was  uuder  tii 
supervisory  control  of  directors  elected  by  the  legislature.  Six  .vo,.i 
after  it  commenced  operations  it  had  an  available  capital  of  aiu^ 
$500,000,  chiefly  derived  from  the  sales  of  lands.  The  bank  was  tin;)! 
closed  in  1832,  with  considerable  loss  to  tho  State.  Previous  to  tii 
passage  of  the  act  under  which  it  was  established,  General  JaiLsoi 
addressed  to  the  legislature  a  memorial  dcnounciug  its  provisions,  ain 
declaring  the  proposed  act  to  be  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  ot  tin 
United  States.  Judge  White,  of  Tennessee,  in  a  speech  in  the  Svuau 
of  the  United  States  on  March  24, 1838,  stated  that  '<iu  1820  ihvu 
were  two  State  banks  in  operation  iu  Teuuessee  having  the  same  nan^< 
and  that  laws  were  passed  to  force  into  circulation  paper  money  anil  t: 
prevent  levies  of  execution,  unless  creditors  would  agree  to  reoeivc  ivn 
deemable  bank-paper." 

The  Union  Bank,  at  Nashville,  was  incorporated  in  1832,  with  tiv^ 
branches,  and  with  a  capital  of  $3,000,000,  one-third  of  which  belougi d 
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to  the  Slate;  ami  iu  the  following^ year  tlu'  Phnitcrs*  liauk.  at  Nasii villi*, 
with  A  capital  of  ;^2.1K)0,(MM),  and  >vith  six  l)raiK;hes,  was  rstablishtMl. 
The  Suie  had  an  interest  in  this  bank  alsi>.  Tiio  FaMMi.'r8  mu\  Mer- 
cfaancik*  Bank  of  Memphis  was  incori>orate(l  in  l.S3.'i,  with  a  caiiitai  of 
t^MMKiO,  bat  it  failetl  in  1S47.  with  hcavv  lossi-s  to  Xiw  bir.-ho]ilfi*s. 

Id  1838  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,  at  Nashville,  was  ineorpuraced  to  take 
the  place  of  the  former  State  bank,  with  an  actual  eapital  ot  $o,L"JO.iJOO, 
the  Domiiial  capital  Inmii*;  :si.'i,(K)0,(HHi.  Tht*  ra[>ital  was  made  up  I'roui  the 
reoiainiiig  assets  of  the  old  State  bank  and  by  the  sale  of  :(I,<M)0,OUU  of 
State  bonds.  It  had  several  branehos.  whieh  wi  re  under  the  direction  of 
the  fiarent  bank  at  Na>hvi1]e.  The  capital  of  the  bank  was  rethiced  iu 
1849  to  two  and  a  quarter  millions  of  dollars.  Thive  other  banks  were 
organi/eil  bc-tween  the  years  lS4.j  and  ISGl*,  with  an  ag^ej^ate  capital 
of  #l,]UiM>UM.  In  I'Sol*  a  five  bankin;:  law  was  passed,  authorizing;  the 
or^raDization  of  banks  uikiu  a  tleimsit  of  bonds  of  the  State  eiiual  to  the 
anoiiDt  of  their  capital. 

The  number  of  banks  in  existence  in  Tennessee  iu  Ij^A)  was  thirty- 
four,  with  arapital  of  8S,0U7,(i37;  loans,  .yl  1,731.0111:  deposits. 4i<I.324,71Mj; 
ctrcniatiou,  $ri.538,'{78 :  and  specie.  $2,1*07,710.  A  table  showing  the 
condition  of  the  banks  in  Tennessee,  from  18.'«4  to  lSi»:>,  will  be  found  iu 
the  appendix. 

JtuunMMifppi, — When  Mississippi  was  admitted  into  the  Uniim  iu  De- 
ember.  1^17.  it  had  but  one  bank,  with  a  capital  of  $1(K),000;  and  iu  1830 
It  nill  bad  but  a  sin;;le  bank,  although  its  ca])ital  had  been  increased 
to  tdjO.tjiNK  In  the  latter  year  the  IManters*  Bank  of  Mississippi  was 
chartered,  with  a  rai»it<il  of  $.'i.O0(K0<n»,  of  which  amount  the  State  sub- 
MTibed  two-thirds,  and  isMiini  ?2,<HK),0lMi  of  bonds,  bearing  six  per  cent. 
mteres^t,  in  iiayment  therefor.  The  bomls  were  S4»ld  at  a  piemium  of 
I'J.VMM*.  v^hich  was  deiHisited  in  tht^  bank  as  a  sinkin^tund,  and  Irom 
tki*  fund,  tof;elher  with  the  tlividends  receivetl  on  the  State's  stoi.*k  in 
ihe  tiauk.  the  intere>t  on  the  Itoiuls  was  to  be  paid.  The  investment 
vaa  a{»{iarently  a  pnis|»vrous  one.  as  the  bank  citniinueil  to  pay  ten  iht 
(vot.  dividends  annually  until  SeptendH^r,  1^'MK  at  wliieli  date  the  sink- 
:fi|;-fund  had  inrn^sfHi  to  ^SOO.iKXi.  The  State  then  transferred  itd 
iC#.iek  to  the  Mississippi  li'ailnxid  r(»mpany,  but  most  of  the  lar^e  sink- 
-3C  fund  was  subse^piently  lost. 

In  l"vi7  the  numl^er  of  banks  had  inereased  to  ei«ihtoi-n.  \\  ith  an  agfgre- 
^e  capital  of  about  $i:s.(NNMNin,  nmre  than  j?5.(KHI.00O  ot  circulation, 
4ad  nsore  than  $L*l.<HiO,(NM»of  luans.  In  l>«Vs  the  Mississi]ipi  Tnion  Bank 
waA  cLarterH,  with  a  capit;d  of  ^l.V»tHyMM»,  to  b«'  ••  raised  by  means  of 
>iac«  To  lie  obtained  by  the  directors  of  the  iiistitutittn.**  The  State 
ari?L*«r./«-<I  lh«'  issue  of  iirp.iHMijXMi  in  live  per  cent,  bonds,  to  be  loaned 
•o  Th*T  Inink,  for  the  payment  of  whieh  the  faitii  of  tin*  Stal(»  was 
{iUd:;*-d.  Five  millious  of  dollar*^  in  these  bonds  wen*  iss:i4'd  to  the 
^ack  !u  l^M.  and  an  efpial  sum  in  IS.'.;!*.  The  first  ittstallmeiit  of  bctnds 
va«  ::f;r«itiate«i  liv  the  eummissioiier'^  of  the  bank  with  the  Tennsvl- 
\ani.L  Bank  of  th«*  Tuited  States,  rhi<»n;;Ii  Mr.  Itiddle.  its  ]in'sident, 
('•.Oiii^/jfiii  l>ein;;  reeeived  in  payment  tln-refor  in  installments. 

I'j  l*^  10  com  men  ceil  tin*  memorabh*  sehemf  of  "  n*puiliaTii»!i  '  in  Mis- 
■K^:ppi.  the  ;;overnor  then  issnin;;  a  warning  proelamaiioT!  a^^dn^t  any 
farther  n«-;;otiatio!i  of  the  boiiils,  wlijeh  he  followed  in  1>^tl  )>v  a  eom- 
ibnrrK-atif/n  to  the  le^^islafuie,  claiming  that  l.'m  |»iiM-lamat}iiii  had  pre- 
^•^ftteil  an  d!e;ral  side  of  the  second  i^sne  ot"  bond<.  Mis  nn-ssnfre 
also  pr»-t«nted  u  htatement  of  the  condition  ot  Wu'  rnion  Ihink  at  that 
da?t-.  i-shibitiDi;  ^l.'l.-tfMJNMi  of  suspendetl  d«*bt  timl  unavailable  asset.s. 
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13)034,000  of  circulation,  and  $4,349,000  of  specie.  Soon  afterwa  i 
lowed  his  open  proposition  to  the  legislatare  to  utterly  repudia^ 
five  million  issue  of  1838,  which  proposition  was  at  that  time  rejcc  r  \ 
them,  the  legislature  declaring]:  that  ^^  Mississippi  will  pay  her  boij<  i  i 
preserve  her  credit  inviolate."  But  the  bonds  were  subsequently  r< 
ated,  and  have  never  yet  been  paid.  The  bonds  issued  to  the  1*1  <  n 
Bank  were  not  officially  repudiated^  but  the  people  of  the  State  i  f  t 
refused,  by  a  majority  of  4,400  votes,  to  authorize  a  tax  to  redeem  t 
The  amount  of  the  latter  bonds,  principal  and  interest,  was,  in  ^ 
1854,  $3,518,081.  For  a  table  showing  the  principal  items  of  t!: 
sources  and  liabilities  of  the  State  banks  of  Mississippi  from  1^1 
1863,  see  appendix. 

The  State  and  national  systems  compared. 

Many  of  the  States,  chiefly  Southern  and  Western,  authorized  1 » 
iug  corporations  with  the  State  as  part  or  sole  stockholder,  and  >ut 
to  the  organizations  in  the  States  to  which  reference  has  already  I 
made.  In  nearly  all  of  the  States,  banks  specially  chaxtered  wi  i«' 
favorite  organizations.  The  amount  of  currency  issued  was  ireqiu  i 
twice,  and  in  many  instances  three  times,  the  amount  of  the  noin 
capital  of  such  banks.  These  charters  were  thus  very  valuable,  aii<  i 
State  legislatures  were  besieged  by  applicants  for  such  special  pri  vil«  i 
Governor  Snyder,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1813  vetoed  a  bill  granting  vi 
ters  to  twenty-five  banks,  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  nine  millioiKs. 
thC/ ensuing  year  a  bill  was  passed,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  over  the  str«: 
veto  of  the  governor,  authorizing  forty-one  banks,  with  an  ag^^n .: 
capital  of  seventeen  millions,  of  which  only  one-fifth  part  was  re<iii 
to  be  paid  in.  Of  this  number  thkty-seven  went  into  operation.  M.i 
of  these  institutions  had  but  a  nominal  capital,  consisting  chiefly  of  lu « 
given  by  the  stockholders  for  the  amount  of  their  shares.  Such  Ikk: 
had  usually  but  an  ephemeral  existence,  and  fifteen  of  the  number  \\\\  i 
were  organized  in  Pennsylvania  failed  within  four  years  of  the  date 
their  organizations.  In  other  cases  charters  of  banks  authorized  l»y  t 
New  England  and  Southern  States  were  disposed  of  to  non-residents',  w 
organized  banks  of  circulation  with  little  or  no  capital,  and  the  qxxv/m 
of  other  remote  States  suflTered  great  loss  from  the  worthIessiit'>^ 
such  bank-issues.  As  late  as  1854  the  circulation  of  one  of  the  pi  I'm 
pal  Western  States  consisted  chiefly  of  notes  issued  by  two  banks 
Georgia,  which  circulated  upon  the  personal  credit  of  two  or  three  of  th*: 
non-resident  stockholders,  and  without  any  reference  to  the  characti 
and  management  of  the  banks  which  issued  them. 

Mr.  Oallatin,  referring  in  1831  to  the  condition  of  the  banks  at  :i 
early  day,  says:  ^'The  dissolution  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stat*i 
deprived  the  country' of  a  foreign  capital  of  more  than$7,000,000  invest<! 
in  the  stock  of  that  institution,  and  which  was  accordingly  remit t< 
abroad  during  the  year  that  preceded  the  war.  •  *  •  •  The  croatm 
of  new  State  banks  in  order  to  fill  the  chasm  was  a  natural  consi 
quence  of  the  dissolution  of  the  liank  of  the  United  States,  and,  as  j 
usual  under  such  circumstances,  the  expectation  of  great  profits  ;r.i\ 
birth  to  a  much  greater  number  than  was  wanted.  From  tho  1st  «i 
January,  1811,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1815,  not  less  than  one  hundn 
and  twenty  new  banks  were  chartercil  and  went  into  oiieration,  Avitli  \ 
capital  of  about  forty,  and  making  an  addition  of  near  thirty  milliniii 
to  the  banking  capital  of  the  country." 

He  estimates  the  notes  in  circulation  in  1811,  including  the  notes  il 
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the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  $23,100,000 ;  in  1815,  before  the  sas- 
pension  of  specie  payments,  at  $45,500,000 ;  and  in  1816,  at  $68,000,000; 
the  increase  in  the  ciicnlation  dnring  the  first  fifteen  months  after  the 
soQiension  of  specie  inayments  being  abont  fifty  per  cent.  In  1820  this 
amoont  had  been  reduced  to  $44,863,000.    He  further  says : 

So  i^rcat  a  redaction  Id  the  issuoe  of  tbe  banks  oonld  not  have  been  effected  without 
a  oorrcApondin^  diminntion  of  their  discounts.  Debts  contracted  during  the  snspen* 
8ion  of  specie  payments,  and  while  the  currency  of  the  country  was  depreciated,  became 
payable  at  par.  The  distress,  therefore,  that  took  place  at  that  time  may  be  clearly 
traced  to  the  excessive  number  of  State  banks  incorporated  snbsei^ucnt  to  the  dissoln- 
t  ion  of  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  St&tes  and  to  their  improvident  issnes.  The  numer- 
ous failures  which  had  preceded  the  year  1819,  or  have  since  taken  place,  have  also 
been  principally  duo  to  the  same  causes.  We  have  an  account  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  banks  that  failed  between  the  1st  of  January,  1811,  and  the  1st  of  July, 
l^'.tO ;  the  capital  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  of  these  amounted  to  more  than 
$24,000,000,  stated  as  having  been  paid  in.  The  whole  amount  may  be  estimated 
at  near  thirty  millions,  and  our  list  may  not  be  complete.  The  capital  of  the  State 
banks  now  existing  amounts  to  about  110  millions.  On  a  total  capital  of  140  mlUions, 
the  failures  have  amounted  to  thirty  millions,  or  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  whole.  Of 
tbe  actual  loss  incurred  we  can  give  no  account.  There  are  instances  in  which  the 
stockholders,  bv  paying  for  their  shares  in  their  own  notes,  and  afterward  redeeming 
their  notes  with  the  stock  in  their  name,  suffered  no  loss ;  and  this  feU  exclusively  on 
the  holders  of  bank-notes  and  depositors.* 

As  early  as  1831  it  was  proposed  to  tax  out  of  existence  the  issues  of 
State  banks.    On  this  point  Mr.  Gallatin  says:  t 

Congress  has  the  power  to  lay  stamp-duties  on  notes,  on  bank-notes,  and  on  any  de* 
.Hcription  of  bank-notes.  That  power  has  already  been  exercised ;  and  the  duties  may 
be  laid  to  such  an  amount,  and  in  such  a  manner^  as  may  be  necessary  to  effect  the  ob- 
ject intended.  This  object  is  not  merely  to  provide  generally  for  the  general  welfiue, 
liat  to  carry  into  effect,  in  conformity  with  the  last  paragraph  of  the  ughth  section  of 
tbe  first  article,  those  several  and  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution  which  Test  in 
Congress  exclusively  the  control  over  the  monetary  system  of  the  United  States,  and 
more  particularly  those  which  imply  the  necessity  of  a  uniform  currency. 

*  *  Congress  may,  if  it  deems  it  proper,  lay  a  stamp-duty  on  smaU  notes  which 
wiU  put  an  end  to  their  circulation.  It  majT  lay  such  a  duty  on  aU  bank-notes  as 
would  convert  aU  the  banks  into  banks  of  discount  and  deposit  only,  annihilate  the 
paper  currency,  and  render  a  bank  of  the  United  States  unnecessary  in  reference  to 
that  object  But  if  this  last  measure  should  be  deemed  pernicious  or  prove  impractica- 
ble, Congress  must  resort  to  other  and  milder  means  to  regulate  the  currency  of  the 
country.! 

A  writer  J  in  1841  says:  ^The  currency  of  the  United  States  consists  of  a  small 
amount  of  gold  and  silver  coins  and  bullion ;  a  larger  amount  of  State-chartered  bank- 
notes, exchangeable  for  specie ;  a  tar  larger  amount  of  bank-notes,  not  conyertibleinto 
specie,  composed  of  the  notes  of  non-specie  paving  banks,  the  notes  of  banks  of  other 
States,  unauthorized  paper  of  individuals,  of  companies,  and  of  associations,  in  tho 
similitude  of  bank-notes,  issued  and  circulated  as  money,  and  post-notes,  depostt- 
notaa,  checks,  State  scrip,  and  bills  of  exchange.  *  *  Bank-notes  compose  so  large 
a  DTOportion  of  the  circulating  medium  that  those  who  will  not  take  them  in  payment 
of^  their  debts  cannot  collect  their  dues,  nor  carry  on  business  requiring  the  use  of 
money.  The  efforts  of  State  legislators  to  correct  the  defecte  of  the  currency  must 
ever  be  as  unavailing  as  their  attempts  to  suppress  small  bills  have  hitherto  proved. 
Their  actions  are  desultory,  unconnected,  and  temporary ;  liable  to  the  influence  of 
private  interest,  or  political  party  feeling,  that  may  vary  in  the  sevend  States  and  pre- 
vent their  uniform  action.  All  the  States  cannot  be  expected  to  pass  similar  laws  upon 
this  subject,  simultaneously ;  consequently,  tbe  currency  might  be  changed  by  State 
legislation,  but  it  could  never  be  radically  reformed.  Some  of  the  States  have  passed 
laws  to  suppress  the  circulation  of  small  bills  within  their  own  territories ;  but  their 
Immediate  inundation  with  those  of  other  States,  often  much  more  uncurrent  tluui 
their  own  had  been,  aided  in  obtaining  a  repeal  of  the  laws  or  their  suppression,  Just 

*  Considerations  ou  the  Currency  and  Banking  System  of  the  United  States,  p.  50. 
t  Ibid.,  p.  75. 

t  Justice  Story,  in  his  dissenting  opinion  in  the  case  ot  Briscoe  and  oihertYa.  TkeBankcf 
the  Comrn/onwealtk  of  Kenivchj  (XI  Peters,  349),  says :  ''  Tho  States  may  create  banks,  as 
weU  as  other  corjiorations,  upon  private  capital,  and  may  rightfully  authorize  .them  to 
liwue  bank  bills  or  notes  as  currency,  subject  always  to  the  control  of  Congress,  whose 
powers  extend  to  the  entire  regulation  of  the  currency  of  the  country." 

^ Tbe  Present  System  of  Banking  Kxposed,  by  Charles  Dnnscombe;  Cleveland,  1841. 
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at  the  moment,  perhaps,  when  the  neichboring  States,  from  BoeiDg  the  ad  van  t  ai 
tiie  measure,  were  about  to  pass  similar  laws.  The  people  are  the  only  It^L:*: 
source  from  which  to  CKpect  permanent  and  radical  relief.  Confijess  U  tbe  onl  >  t 
body,  possessing  legitimate  power  and  authority,  to  organize  tbemibr  th^t  pii '  | 

Mr.  McCulloch,  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  an  address  dcIi  \ 
before  the  American  Bankers'  AsBOciation,  at  Philadelphia,  dnrirj;] 
recent  International  Exhibition,  says: 

In  anticipation  of  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  United  Statee  Bank.  i 
banking  institutions  were  chartered  by  the  States,  some  of  which, known  at  t}j< 
as  pet  banksi  became  the  depositories  of  the  public  moneys.  It  soon  become  ap] »  i 
however,  that  these  banks  were  likely  to  become  unsafe  Goverumont  depositoi  a«  h 
all  Gonnection  of  the  Government  with  the  banks  was  terminated  by  ihe  aubtx*t  .1 
act,  under  which  the  public  revenues  were  collected  in  coin  and  depoaitoU  i-. 
Treasury.  From  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  United  6tat4*N  J! 
up  to  18(31,  the  State  banks  famished  the  country  with  its  paper  oircalatloD,  au«i 
great  extent  controlled  its  business.  It  is  not  necessary  to  dweU  upon  the  d(^t<*>i 
the  State-bank  systems,  or  the  character  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  notes  wLk  ii 
people  were  compelled  to  receive  and  treat  as  money.  There  were  scarcely  two  s  i 
in  toe  Union  whose  systems  were  alike.  In  some  States  banks  were  cbarteretl  i 
proper  restrictions  upon  their  discounts  and  their  circulation;  in  othera  without 
such  restrictions.  In  some  there  was  individual  liability,  in  others  no  liability  iv 
ever,  not  even  in  cases  of  gross  mismanagement.  In  some  States  the  circtihit  1  < 
the  banks  was  secured,  partiaUy,  at  least,  by  mortgages  and  bonds ;  in  otlM^rM  1 1 
was  no  security  except  the  capital,  which  was  frequently  a  myth.  In  some  >^ 
banking  was  a  monopoly,  in  others  it  eiyoyed  the  largest  liberty.  The  conwvrTi.i 
was  that  we  had  a  bank-note  circulation  frequently  worthless,  and,  when  (u»l\i 
lacking  that  uniform  value  which  was  needed  in  business-transactioas  betwot  n 
citizens  of  the  different  States.  It  is  enough  to  .say  that  the  circulation  of  the  Si 
banks  was  entirely  unilttcd  for  a  country  Tike  ours ;  that  by  it  the  people  wen*  h 
jeoted  to  enormous  losses,  not  only  in  the  way  of  exchanges,  but  in  the  mabilit  v  <] 
great  many  of  the  banks  to  redeem  their  notes. 

After  the  New  York  free-banking  law  had  been  perfected  by  vari<i 
amendments,  and  subsequent  to  1850,  a  number  of  the  States,  ninoi 
which  were  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Oh 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Tennessee,  Virginia  and  Louisiana,  adoi>ri 
the  system  which  had  proved  so  satisfactory  in  I^ew  York.  The*  M.i 
sachusetts  and  Louisiana  acts,  in  addition  to  the  many  excellent  feat  in  1 
of  the  New  York  act,  required  an  ample  reserve  to  be  kept  on  hand,  ar 
also  contained  other  restrictions,  which  were  subsequently  embodied 
the  national-bank  act.  In  nearly  all  the  States  which  adopted  tl 
free-banking  system,  charters  for  banks  were  still  granted  which  anthu 
ized  the  issue  of  circulating  notes  without  security  and  in  excess  i 
capital.  Those  were  more  profitable,  and  therefore  in  most  of  the  Stat'i 
but  few  banks  were  organized  under  general  laws.  In  other  States  tli 
best  features  of  the  Kew  York  law  were  omitted.  The  shareholders  wi  i 
not  made  personally  liable;  the  security  required  was  not  saflScient ;  tL 
notes  were  issued  in  proi)ortion  to  the  stock  and  bonds  deposited,  and  n^ 
in  proportion  to  the  cash  capitiil ;  no  provision  was  made  for  the  proiu]* 
redemption  of  the  notes  at  any  commercial  center,  and  a  majority  of  tiji 
directors  and  shareholders  wore  frequently  non-residents.  Many  of  il:i 
organizations  wore  not  banks, in  any  true  sense  of  tbe  word,  but  v\«hi 
associations  without  capital,  located  at  places  not  easily  accessible,  :n:  i 
owned  by  nonresidents  who  availed  themselves  of  ill-considered  Ic^i^l.i 
tion  to  convert  their  bonds  into  currency  at  rates  higher  than  the  luaik*  • 
value— drawing  the  interest  on  their  bonds,  but  transacting  little  or  i.«i 
business  at  the  place  of  issue.  When  the  bonds  depreciated  in  valnr, 
and  any  considerable  amount  of  notes  were  presented  at  their  connter>  i  ; 
redemption,  the  banks  failed,  the  securities  were  sold  by  the  autboii;.\ 
of  the  States,  and  the  avails  were  distributed  among  the  note-bol(h>rs. 

The  governor  of  Indiana,  referring  to  such  banks,  says  in  his  messi^v 
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bat  to  be  withdrawn  from  circalation  as  rapidly  as  i>0Bsibl6  ;  and  t 
all  the  recent  as  well  as  the  earlier  legislation  has  been  in  t^hat  dji 
tion. 

It  was  farther  shown  that  the  system  was  not  »  monopoly,  its  pr 
leges  being  free  to  all,  bat  that  it  uprooted  many  real  haniking-monct 
lies  authorized  by  the  several  States  and  which  had  been  ia  exist^^i 
almost  from  the  fonndation  of  the  Giovemment  It  was  shown  that  i 
profits  upon  circalation  were  small,  and  that  the  earnings  of  the  ban 
were  not  too  great  a  compensation  for  the  risks  incident  to  the  basins 
of  banking,  to  which  capital  loaned  directly  on  mortgi^e-security 
not  snbject;  that  the  taxation  imposed  ni>on  the  banks  is  aoeqnaleil 
the  history  of  monetary  institutions ;  that  the  losses  by  failures  h 
been  insignificant  in  proportion  to  the  capital  invested,  and  that  t 
losses  upon  circulation  had  not  been  one  dollar,  while  the  lones  un<  j 
the  old  system  were  estimated  to  equal  in  twenty  years  the  entire  amon 
of  the  circulation;  that  the  restrictions  of  the  act  are  such  as  experieni 
has  shown  to  be  necessary  for  the  success  of  great  banking-systdms ;  tlu 
pnblioity  is  one  of  the  principal  features  of  the  national  system;  that 
surplus  of  more  than  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars — equal  to  cm 
fourth  of  the  capital,  and  derived  largely  from  profits  aooroing  cat  <: 
transactions  during  the  late  war,  had  accumulated,  and  which  snrpln 
cannot  be  greatly  reduced  except  through  losses,  thus  remaining  w*  i 
security  to  depositors  in  times  of  revulsion  and  panic;  and  finally  thai 
the  interests  of  the  national  banks  would  be  promoted  by  the  rednctioi 
to  a  low  rate  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  because  such  t 
reduction  would  carry  with  it  a  reduction  of  the  present  onerous  taxa 
tion,  and  would  furnish  to  the  American  banker  a  fhnd  like  the  EnglLsii 
consols,  in  which  his  surplus  and  reserves  could  be  invested  withouj 
danger  of  loss.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  last  report,  thun 
refers  to  the  subject  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  increase  the  issue  oi 
legal-tender  notes : 

TheconstitntioDalyaliclUy  of  such  issue  was  resisted  atovorypoiDtand8nl)jected  to  t^« 
test  of  Jadicial  decision  in  almost  every  court  in  the  country,  i)Oth  State  and  nation ai. 
The  supreme  Judicial  tribunal  of  the  nation  ui>held  the  acts  as  measuresof  neoenity  in  n 
tlmo  of  ^reat  exigency,  but  it  has  neither  decided  nor  intimated  that  such  power  roik y 
be  exercised  by  Congiess  in  time  of  public  tranquillitv.    Indeed  it  is  fairly  inferabK*. 
from  aU  the  court  has  said  in  tho  various  cases  in  which  tho  question  has  been  befort^ 
it,  that  tho  issue  of  such  notes  in  time  of  peace  is  not  within  the  constitutional  pon  t«r 
of  Congress*    The  language  and  ari^ument  of  the  court  leave  no  reason  to  belieTe  tliar 
it  would  sustain  the  claim  of  power  to  inoiease  the  volume  of  ^uoh  isanes  or  to  te-is»a«« 
such  as  have  been  redeemed  in  obedience  to  law,  when  the  public  exigency  no  iougcr 
exists.    Those  who  opposed  such  issues  at  a  time  of  supreme  necessitjTt  and  insist  uixai 
further  issues  when  the  emergency  has  passed  away,  put  themselves  in  the  attitude  of 
opposing  war^meaeures  in  the  midst  of  war  and  advocating  them  in  a  time  of  profoonil 
peace. 

To  the  Gomptroller  it  is  evident  that  the  true  policy  of  the  Oovem* 
ment,  and  the  one  which  will  ultimately  be  adopted,  is  tiie  funding  of  the 
Treasury-notes  and  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  upon  its  present 
indebtedness.  In  this  event,  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country  will 
consist,  not  of  specie  and  Treasury-notes,  but  of  specie  and  national- 
bank  notes,  or  else,  through  the  repeal  of  the  law  imposing  a  tax  of 
ten  per  cent,  upon  other  issues,  the  system  of  Btate-bank  issueR  will 
be  revived.  It  is  not  supposed  that,  with  a  renewal  of  the  State 
systems,  institutions  will  be  again  authorized  so  objectionable  as  many 
which  have  lieretofore  existed;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  principle 
of  monopoly  will  again  be  introduced  in  many  of  the  States  in  place  of 
Uie  existing  free  system,  and  that  the  old  system  of  partisan  control 
and  interference  in  the  issue  of  the  circulation  of  the  country  will  be 
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restored,  bringing  with  it  once  more  all  those  evils  and  disasters  which 
are  the  natural  attendants  upon  the  organization  and  [lerpetnation  of 
banking-institutions  anthorized  by  the  conflicting  legislation  of  the 
different  States  of  the  Union. 

The  Comptroller  rei>eats  his  view  upon  this  subject,  as  given  in  his 
last  annual  report,  in  which  he  said  that,  ^'  It  is  very  generally  acknowl- 
edged that  the  national-banking  system  is  superior  to  the  systems  which 
preceded  it  in  this  country,  and  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  other  sys- 
tem of  banking  yet  devised ;  and  the  principal  reason  a<lduced  for  desir- 
ing its  overthrow  is  that  money  can  be  saved  to  the  Government  by 
an^orizing  it  to  furnish  the  circulation  of  the  country.  Such  a  course 
will  not  result  in  true  economy ;  for  it  will  immediately  injure  our  credit 
abroad,  and  have  the  effect  of  preventing  the  sale  in  foreign  markets  of 
the  United  States  bonds  bearing  a  low  rate  of  interest.  The  experience 
of  the  last  thirteen  years  has  shown  that  the  present  is  a  safe  and  good 
system ;  but  even  were  it  much  less  perfect  than  it  is,  the  common  pru- 
dence of  ordinary  business  men  would  dictate  the  postponement  of  the 
discussion  of  the  repeal  and  liquidation  of  a  banking  system  whose 
resources  amount  to  nineteen  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  among  which 
are  included  one  thousand  millions  of  loans  to  the  people,  with  more 
than  four  hundred  millions  to  the  Government,  until  the  debt  of  the 
coontiy  shall  be  funded  at  a  satisfactory  rate  of  interest,  and  i)ermanent 
arrangements  effected  for  the  redemption  of  .its  demand  obligations. 
When  the  purchasing  power  of  the  legal-tender  notes  shall  be  made 
equal  to  gold,  it  may  then  be  in  order  to  discuss  the  policy  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  different  banking  system  and  the  issue  of  additional 
l>aper  money  by  the  Government." 

STATE  BANK  STATISTICS. 

The  first  systematic  effort  to  obtain  and  compile  statistics  showing 
the  condition  of  all  the  banks  in  the  United  States,  the  need  of  which 
had  long  been  felt,  was  in  .the  passa^^e,  in  July,  1832,  of  a.resolution  by 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
lay  before  the  Mouse  yearly  thereafter  such  statements  relating  to  the 
banks  orguiized  under  State  laws  as  could  be  obtained  from  the  several 
State  oiBcials.  Previous  to  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  suchinfor- 
mation  upon  this  subject  as  was  made  public  was  obtained  principally  by 
individnal  effort,  any  general  information  of  the  condition  of  the  banks 
being  procured  with  great  difficulty,  and  such  statistics  even  as  were  ob- 
tained being  found  very  impeifect  Mr.  Niles,  in  publishing  in  the  Beg- 
ister  a  table  derived  from  the  report  of  Secretary  Crawford  of  J.820, 
giving  the  capital,  circulation,  deposits,,  and  specie  of  the  banks  in  1819, 
said :  ^<  It  will  be  seen  that  the  preceding  returns  are  very  imperfect,  as- 
for  instance,  the  capital  paid  in  in  Maryland  is  given  at  986,290,  whereas 
it  is  nearly  eight  millions  of  dollars.  Several  of  the  other  items,  I  know 
from  various  documents  in  my  i>oBse86ion,  are  pretty  nearly  correct,  yet 
some  are  also  mueh  deficient.'' 

Mr.  Gouge,  in  his  Short  History  of  Paper  Money  and  Banking  in  the 
United  States,*  also  says,  that  ^^  efforts,  extending  over  seven  years,  to 
ocrileet  the  accounts  of  the  banks  of  the  country  had  proved  so  unsatis- 
factory in  results,  and  so  little  success  had  crowned  the  labors  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  Mr.  Niles  in  the  same  direction,  that  it  was 
not  thought  worth  while  to  arrange  for  publication  the  materials  that 
bad  been  procured.    To  collect  and  arrange  the  accounts  of  five  or  six 

•  Pago  22U. 
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handred  banks  which  are  or  which  had  been  scattered  through  t^ 
four  States  and  two  or  three  Territories  would  be  no  easy  task.** 

The  Comptroller  nves  in  this  report  sach  information  bearing 
condition  of  the  banks,  both  before  and  since  the  passage  of  the  resc 
of  1832,  and  down  to  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the  national 
ing  system,  as  careful  research  into  official  reports  and  the  pabli< 
of  writers  on  financial  subjects  during  the  periods  mentioned  bn 
abled  him  to  procure. 

In  the  report  of  Secretary  Crawford  on  the  condition  of  the  I 
January  3, 1836,  there  is  printed,  on  page  216,  a  statement  taken 
Blodgott's  Economica,  giving  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  banks 
several  States,  their  capital,  circulation,  and  specie,  in  yariouA 
from  1774  to  1804 ;  but  an  accompanying  note  says  that  probably 
of  the  amounts  given  are  largely  coiyectural.  The  statement  is  [i 
below  in  a  condensed  form^  and  is  the  only  one,  known  to  the  ' 
troUer,  containing  information  of  any  kind  as  to  the  condition 
banks  in  the  years  named.  In  this  table,  the  amounts  are  exi> 
in  millions  of  dollars. 


ClrcoU- 
tion. 


Ymt. 

Namber 
ofbanka 

MetaUio 
median]. 

Ciroalo- 
Hon. 

Capital. 

Tear. 

Komber 
ofbanka. 

ICdtaUle 
medlom. 

1T74 

MUlitnu. 
4.0 

lao 

9.0 
18.0 
18.0 
90.0 
91.5 
19.0 
16.5 

MUKoM. 

IfcmofU. 

1797... 
1798... 
1799... 
1800... 
1801... 
1809... 
180S... 
1804... 

95 
95 
96 
98 

31 
38 
86 

59 

JfUUonff. 
161.0 
14.0 
17.0 
17.5 
17.0 
16.5 
16L0 
17.5 

1 

1784 

1790 

1791 

1792 

1793 

1794 

1795 

1796 

3 

4 

0 
16 
17 
17 
23 

94 

« 

9.0 
9.5 
9.0 
11.5 
11.0 
11.0 
11.0 
10.5 

9.1 
9.5 
19.9 
17.1 
18.0 
18.0 
19.0 
19.9 

JUaiums. 
10.0 
9.0 
10.0 
10.5 
11.0 

lao 

11.0 
14.0 


Secretary  Crawford,  in  his  report  on  the  currency,  made  to  Coi 
in  February,  1820,*  estimated  the  capital,  roecie,  circulation,  and 
of  the  banks  of  the  country,  for  the  years  1813, 1815,  and  1819,  \ 
lows : 


Year. 

Capital. 

Spoote. 

Ciroolatloo. 

1813 

MiUiom. 
65.0 

8ao 

195.0 

umumi. 

98L0 
16.5 
91.5 

MiOUru. 
99.  to  70. 
99.  to  110. 
4Sw  to  51 

1815 

1819 

In  this  report  he  also  gives  a  statement  of  the  bank  capit; 
the  years  1814  to  1817,  by  States,  *<  so  far  as  it  was  kuown  i 
Treasury,"  which  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  this  report, 
statement  he  believed  to  be  substantially  correct,  for  the  reas 
stated  by  him,  that  it  was  based  upon  the  applications  made  t; 
Treasury  Department  for  compositious  of  the  stamp-duty  of  aboi 
per  cent.,  which  duty  was,  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  August  2,  ISI 
posed  upon  the  amount  of  notes  issued  by  incorporate  or  ninm 
rated  banks.  The  act  further  provided  that,  in  lien  of  this  datj 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  might  agree  with  any  of  the  banks  > 
annual  composition  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  < 
annual  dividends  made  by  them  to  their  stockholders.  The  aggrc 
of  bank  capital  given  in  the  years  named  are  as  follows : 

1814.  1815.  181G.  1817. 

$80,378,504.  $88,185,823.  $89,380,700.  >125,67C,4 

*  Elliott's  Funding  System,  pp.  735  to  737. 
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la  respect  to  the  bank  capital  givea  for  the  year  1817,  Mr.  Crawford 
says  that,  after  Redacting  the  amount  of  permanent  accommodation 
enjoyed  by  stockholders  in  their  respective  banks,  the  active  bank  cap- 
ital of  the  United  States  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing seventy-five  millions  of  dollars.  Beferring  to  the  custom  then 
prevalent  of  paying  bank  capital  with  stock-notes,  he  says : 

Saeh,  it  is  believed,  has  been  the  proceas  by  which  the  capital  of  most  of  tbe 
baaka  has  been  formecly  which  has  been  incorporated  since  the  commencement  of  the 
late  war,  as  since  that  time  banks  have  been  Incorporated  not  because  there  was  cap- 
ital seeking  inyestment,  not  because  the  places  where  the^  were  established  had  com- 
merce and  mannfactures  which  required  their  fostering  aid,  but  because  men  without 
actire  capital  wanted  the  means  of  obtaiuini:^  loans  which  their  standing  in  tbe  com- 
manity  woald  not  command  from  banks  or  individuiUs  having  real  capital  and  estab- 
lished credit.  Hence  the  multiplicity  of  local  banks  aeattered  over  the  laoe  of  the 
country  in  particular  parts  of  the  Union,  which  by  the  depreciation  of  their  paper  have 
levied  a  tax  upon  the  communities  within  the  pale  of  thpir  influence  exceeding  the  con* 
trlbations  paid  by  them. 

Mr.  Crawford  also  gives  a  table,  by  States,  which  will  be  fonnd 
ID  the  appendix,  showing  the  condition  of  the  banks  for  the  year 
1819,  which  table,  however,  he  admits  to  be  imperfect,  and  in  which  the 
items  of  capital,  circalation  and  specie,  for  the  banks  in  the  State  of  New 
York  (the  only  ones  given),  are  stated  to  be  on  the  anthority  of  a  report 
made  by  a  committee  of  the  New  York  legislature.  The  aggregates  of 
the  principal  items  of  the  State  banks  as  taken  from  Mr.  Crawford's 
report,  together  with  those  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  taken 
from  a  report  of  its  condition  in  October  of  the  same  year,  are  stated 
below: 


Capital 

Loans. 

Depoalts. 

Specie. 

«?f  f^  banks 

11!^  340^  770 

ITS,  (H3, 596 
»,K»,66e 

$11, 193, 155 
5^494,417 

135^770,903 
3, 610,  111 

•9. 828. 745 

B«nk  of  tbe  United  SUtea 

3,S54.47» 

Telsl 

107,311,906 

103,59a,9S4 

10,ea6»Q9S 

39,581,014 

13,083.224 

In  1831  Mr.  Gallatin  made  an  estimate  of  the  immber,  capital,  circu- 
lation, deposits  and  specie  of  the  banks  in  the  United  States  for  the 
years  1811, 1815, 1816, 1820,  and  1829,  and  also  a  similar  estimate  for 
the  Bank  of  the  ITnited  States  for  the  Arst  and  the  last  two  of  the  years 
named.    These  estimates  have  been  combined  in  the  following  table :  * 


STATE  BANKS. 


Tears. 

Knmber 
ofbanka. 

Capital. 

ClrcnUtloD. 

Depotita. 

Specie 

lj»tl 

88 
SOd 
246 
307 
329 

$42, 610, 600 

82,259,590 

89.832.48ft 

102.110,611 

110,192,268 

$32, 700. 000 
45,500,000 
68,000,000 
40, 641. 574 
4i,  274, 914 

•9.600.000 

1-15 

17. 000.  OOU 

lelC 

19.000.000 

1(90 

•3I,244,95U 
40,781,119 

16,672,263 

Itti9 

14. 939. 643 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


1811 


$10. 000,  OOO 
35.000.000 
35,000,000 


$5,400,000 

4.221,770 

13,048,984 


$4,705,511 
14,778,809 


$5,800^00$ 
3,147,977 
7,175^9r74 


*  CoosidenitloiiB  on  tbe  Coirencr  and  Baukinc  Systems  of  the  United  States,  Phila- 
delpbia,  1831,  pp.  45, 4U,  and  53. 


204 


PAPERS  ACCOMPANTIKO  THE 


SUMMAHY. 


1811 
1815 
181G 
18S0 


$52,610,600 

83.259,590 

89,883.422 

137.110.611 

145,192,268 


$23,100,000 
45,500.000 
68.000,000 
44.863,352 
61,323,896 


$3.4,  93<>.  41 
55,  .V»H,  i»j 


He  also  ^ives  a  comparative  statement  of  the  principal  item 
and  liabilities  of  the  banks  at  the  end  of  the  year  1820,  by 
States,  as  follows : 


Statn. 


Ifaine,  New  Hamptbire.  Vermont,  Matm* 
cbiiMtta,  and  Bbode  Island 

Connecticot,  Hexr  York,  and  Kew  Jersey 

PennaylTaaia^  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Dia- 
triot  of  Columbia 

Sonth  Carolina,  Loniaiana,  Alabama,  and 
Florida 

Western  States* 


Totals 


CapiUL 


$30,812,692 
86,585,539 

25^56(^622 

17,  $00, 129 
9,629,286 


110,194,268 


Cirenlatloo.  i    Deposits. 


$7,sn4.s<»6 

12,  rJ7, 539 
11,274,086 

12^183,663 

4,684,860 


48,274,014 


$4.203.PlO 
14,  S04,  u:» 

10, 850,  TXi 

6.958,194 
4.1d0.140 


40^781,11.) 


*  No  banks  were  in  operation  in  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Illinois,  or  Miaaouri. 

A  third  table  given  by  him  is  printed  below,  making  a  simil 
for  the  same  year  of  the  banks  in  seven  of  the  then  principal  c< 
cities,  and  for  those  in  the  remainder  of  the  country,  separate 


Cities. 

Capital. 

Circulation. 

DepoaitA. 

Beaton,  Salem,  New  York,  Pbiladelpbia,  Bal- 
timore, Charleston,  and  New  Orleans 

In  tbe  remainder  of  the  United  States 

$53,211,605 
50,980,663 

$17,144,422 
31.130,492 

$23,137,129 
17,643.990 

Tvtalfl 

110,198,866 

48,274,914 

40.761.119 

Mr.  Gallatin  also  gives  a  list  of  328  banks  in  operation  in  1 
an  aggregate  capital  of  $110,101,898  (exdnsive  of  the  Bank  of  tli 
States) ;  and  of  129  banks,  having  a  capital  of  $24,312,339,  w 
failed  or  discontinaed  basiness  since  January,  1811.  A  list  of 
whose  capital  was  not  known  is  also  given.  He  farther  give^ 
ment  of  the  discount  on  bank-notes  during  the  suspension  i 
payments  from  1814  to  1817,  which  statement  will  be  fonnd  ii 
I)endix. 

Elliott's  Fanding  System  *  gives,  on  page  984,  a  statement  of 
ber,  capital,  circulation,  loans  and  deposits  of  the  banks  of  th« 
for  various  years  from  1811  to  1840,  which  is  frequently  qiK 
often  erroneously  credited  to  various  writers  on  finance.  Tbo  s 
is  as  follows : 


Date. 


•Tannary  1. 1811  .. 
January  1, 1915  . . 
January  1, 1816  . . 
.rannary  1,  IBJti . . 
January  1. 16CI0  . . 
January  1, 1834  . . 
January  1,1K)5.. 
January  1, 1836  . . 
January  1, 18:n  .. 
January  1, 18^.0  .. 
January  1,  inrtn  . . 
Jantiary  1,1  h4u  .. 


Number 

of 
banks. 

Loans    and 
disoounia. 

Specie. 

Circulation. 

Deposits. 

89 
208 
846 
308 
330 
506 
558 

.vn 

(134 

(iirj 

722 

1 

$15, 400, 000 
17.000,000 
19,000,000 
M.  820. 240 
22. 114,  U17 

$28,100,000 

45.500,000 

(^8. 000, 000 

44. 863. 344 

lJl,323,t98 

94. 839. 570 

103, 092, 405 

140.301.038 

149. 1H5,  (390 

116,138.010 

i:i5. 170. 99.-1 

10fl,96H,57S 

k 

$3S.9J0,4TO 

$200,451,214 
324.119,499 
365. 163. 834 
457,506,080 
.ViS,  115, 702 
48.S631.687 
492,278.015 
40%  896, 523 

55,55».'» 
75,  GTiti,  )!?<'• 

43. 9;i7. 625 
40.019,504 
37.915.340 
.15.184.112 
45.132,671 
3J,  105,155 

83,Wl.»^'i 
115,101,44^ 

iir?.3in,L-:. 

90.94(),  Nci 

•  Honse  Ki.  Doc.  No.  I.'),  Ut  «e«w.  JTHth  Coiijriwi. 
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It  is  stated  by  Mr.  Elliott*  that  55  banks,  with  an  aggregate  capital 
of  $67,036,265  and  circulation  of  $23,577,752,  failed  in  1841.  The  total 
bank-capital  of  that  year  is  stated  by  him  at  $317,642,692,  and  the  oir- 
calatiou  at  $121,665,198 ;  nnd  he  also  states  that  in  nearly  every  in- 
stance the  capital  of  those  banks  which  failed  was  entirely  lost. 

He  also  gives  tables  of  foreign  and  domestic  exchange,  of  specie 
at  Now  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  tbe  prices  of  bank-notes,  by  States, 
in  those  cities  at  various  dates  from  1814  to  1838,  which  tables  he  says 
were  transmitted  to  the  Senate  in  February,  1838,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  rcsi>onso  to  a  resolution  of  that  body.  Ho  says  "  the  doc- 
ument is  voluminous ;  we  have  been  able  to  condense  it,  so  as  t6  preserve 
all  its  most  useful  information,  into  less  than  one  half  the  original  space, 
with  perhaps  the  beuetit  of  a  more  ready  reference.  The  effects  of  the 
various  suspensions  of  specie  payments  during  the  above  period  are 
clearly  indicated  in  the  quotations  of  prices  of  specie,  the  ductuations 
of  the  exchanges,  and  the  almost  nominal*  (in  many  instances)  prices  of 
bank  paper."  f  He  also  gives  tables  of  rates  of  domestic  exchange  at 
New  York  from  1838  to  1841,  and  the  prices  of  leading  State  stocks  in 
Xew  York  at  the  latter  date.  The  tables  relating  to  the  rates  of  domestic 
exchange  and  the  discount  upon  bank  notes  for  a  series  of  years  have 
been  still  further  condensed  for  the  present  report,  and  will  be  found  in 
the  appendix. 

The  act  of  June  23, 1836,  which  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  to  select  and  employ,  as  depositories  of  the  public  money, 
banks  incorporated  by  the  several  States,  required  that  each  bank  should 
furnish  to  him  as  often  as  he  might  require,  but  not  exceeding  once  a 
week,  statements  setting  forth  their  condition  and  business ;  and  that 
the  Secretary  should  at  the  commencement  of  each  session  lay  before 
Congress  a  statement  of  the  number  and  names  of  the  banks  employed 
as  depositories  of  tbe  public  money,  with  their  condition,  and  the 
amount  deposited  in  each,  as  shown  by  the  returns  received  by  him. 
This  act  also  provided  that  no  bank  should  be  selected  which  did  not 
redeem  its  notes  and  bills  in  specie  on  demand,  nor  which  should,  after 
Joly  4, 1836,  issue  or  pay  out  any  note  or  bill  of  a  less  denomination 
than  five  dollars.  The  act  further  provided  that  thereafter  no  notes  or 
bills  of  any  bank  which  issued  currency  of  a  less  denomination  than 
five  dollars  should  be  received  in  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  the  United 
States.  Prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  also  under  its  provisions,  com- 
pilations of  the  reports  of  the  deposit-banks  were  prepared  at  the  Treasury 
Department  and  transmitted  to  Congress  at  sundry  times.  Many  of  these 
statements  are  published  in  the  reports  of  the  Secretaries,  from  1834  to 
the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  sub-treasury  act  of  August  6, 1846. 

The  following  statement,  derived  from  the  report  of  Secretary  Wood- 
bury for  September  21, 1836,  exhibits  the  condition  of  thirty-six  of  these 
banks  on  June  1,  and  of  eighty-nine  on  November  1, 1836  :| 

'  *  EUiott'fl  Ftinding  Svstem,  p.  1176. 

t  Ibid,  pp.  1106  to  11H5. 
t  Finance  Report,  1829-'36,  p.  758. 
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I    June  t,  1S3C 


UAiaUTIKf. 

Cnpilal $4«.4t^. 

Proliuon  band j         6.99C,e25  II 

fMrrnlatlon '       ST.IXn.lft!  40 

Public  dcpMiU 41,«93,M*J«e 


Other  (it'pofiiiB 
Due  to  baoks ... 
Other  liabilities. 


Totals 


Lmwb  and  diaooiiota . . 

Stooka 

Real  Mtate 

Dae  from  other  banka. 
Notea  of  other  bauka . . 

Hpecie 

Obher  reooorcea 


SUOUHCEfl. 


ToUla 


16,044,573  40 

17.110,839  36 

6, 763. 6M  39 


162,855.068  66 


$109,496,037  74 


1,892.343  97 
17,867,869  49 
10,962.790  43 
10, 450, 415  13 
12,963,613  63 


162,855,066  68 


•-   1 


«•   Ua.1.  \  H 


II. •►^-  i 

41.  4-.     \ 


«43L  -IJ. 


i.  1-4     •! 

3,  (I  :    ; 

l»i.  4 .  -       I 

ir., :,"  -•  I 

13.  f^- I 


243.  *4:; 


In  tho  appendix  is  a  statement  showing  by  States  the  capital,  sjhn^* 
and  United  States  deposits  of  these  banks  on  April  1, 1836. 

l^rom  the  information  contained  in  the  reports  on  the  condition  of  tl 
banks,  made  annually  to  Congress  in  compliance  with  the  resolntioti 
1832,  before  mentioned,  carefolly  compiled  tables,  by  States,  have  bt-i 
prepared  in  this  OflSice,  which  appear  in  the  appendix  to  this  repo: 
These  tables,  with  the  exception  of  that  for  Massachusetts,  oommt*7N 
with  the  year  1834,  which  is  the  first  year  for  which  an  aggregate  sun 
ment  that  is  even  measnreably  complete  is  given,  and  are  brought  do\v 
to  the  year  1863,  a  summary  of  the  condition  of  all  the  banto  in  e;u\ 
year  being  also  given.  The  statistics  derived  from  these  reports  at 
not,  however,  perfectly  reliable,  and  the  aggregates  for  the  Soutbrr 
States  in  the  years  1862-^63  have  been  estimated  to  be  the  same  as  i*  i 
the  year  1861. 

The  statmients  of  the  Massachusetts  banks  firom  1803  to  1863  are  tl) 
only  ones  which  are  complete  as  to  all  the  principal  items,  and  tal)I«  i 
showing  their  condition  for  the  years  named  will  be  found  in  theappeD<i  i  v 
The  returns  of  the  banks  of  the  New  England  States,  and  of  those  <  • 
the  State  of  New  York  since  1834,  are  generally  reliable.  Previon8  t* 
the  year  1843,  reports  were  made  by  th^  banks  of  the  State  of  New  Yor  \ 
either  to  the  legislature,  the  bank-commissioners,  or  the  State  comj»< 
troller ;  but  a  few  of  the  older  banks  made  no  reports  whatever  to  an  v 
official  authority. 

One  source  of  difficulty  in  determining  for  any  specified  date  thr 
condition  of  the  banks  of  the  country  under  the  old  system  lies  iu  \hr 
fact  that  the  dates  for  which  reports  were  required  were  not  aniform  in 
tbe  several  States.    Each  State  determined  for  itself  tho  time  for  luak 
iug  these  reports ;  and  as  a  consequence  the  dates  of  the  retaros,  whidj 
are  given  in  the  tables  mentioned,  dififor  in  certain  years  and  for  certain 
States  by  a  period  of  six  and  even  of  nine  months.    Nor  is  it  even  a  r- 
tain  that  the  returns  of  a  given  State  include,  in  any  instaDce,  all  th(> 
banks  of  that  State,  unless  it  be  those  of  New  England  or  of  the  State 
of  New  York.    No  returns  are  given  in  these  tables  from  the  banks  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  but  a  separate  table  has  been  compiled,  sho;i 
iug  tho  coudition  of  the  principal  banks  in  the  District  iu  tbe  yeans 
1814, 1819,  and  1844,  the  data  for  which  have  been  derived  from  other 
sources,* 

*  AmerioAn  SUie  Papen,  vol.  3— Finanoe,  pp.  101  and  303;  and  Elliott's  FlmdTu^* 
Syotem,  pp.  1185  and  ifaS. 
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As  fall  statistics  as  coald  be  procared  of  tbe  two  Banks  of  the  United 
States,  as  authorized  by  GoDgress,  are  given  in  tables  in  the  Appendix, 
together  trith  similar  statistics  of  the  bank  of  the  same  name  which 
was  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  period  covered  by  these 
tables  extends  from  1817  to  1840,  at  abont  which  time  the  last-mentioned 
bank  failed.  The  following  table  exhibits  the  aggregate  of  the  principal 
items  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  ot  the  State  banks,  so  far 
as  can  be  ascertained,  for  various  years,  from  1811  to  1810  : 


' 

IlADkofU.& 

State  bank*. 

Bank  or  U.S. 

State  banka. 

Bank  of  U.S. 

Stat43  iMoka. 

1811. 

1815. 

181C. 

('•piiaX *    $10,000,000 

T>ottfis .. ^ ....... .' X   ...... 

•53,601.601 

1 

$82,359,500 

$x*»n.  822. 433 

lhmo§itM.. ......  ......   

:;::::::::::::  ::::::::::::: 

riicnUOoa 5.  400.  OOO 

98,100,000 
15, 400, 000 

45,  TiOO.  000 
17  000  000 

f;'.  000. 000 

bpede 5.  woo.  000 

19. 000. 000 

—1  -^'^ff  w^  — 

_           _ 

1820. 

1830. 

1834. 

Capitol 

135,000,000 

31, 401, 156 

«,  568, 794 

3,589,481 

3,392.155 

$137,110,611 

'"35^*950.'476" 
44,  863, 344 
19,»M).340 

$35,000,000 

40, 663. 80S 

16,045,782 

12,024,145 

7,608,076 

$145, 103, 968 

300,451,214 

55, 55U.  928 

CI,  323,  898 

22, 114, 917 

$35. 000, 000 
54,011,1(31 
10.  t!3e,  555 
10, 208, 371) 
10, 039, 237 

$200. 005, 944 

LoaiM 

3'^4. 119.499 

I>«p(MtU 

Circalatlou 

Sj^fiiiB 

75.666,986 
94,  839, 570 

183Sw                                          1836. 

1 

1837. 

i*«piUl 

135^000.000 
51.808,139 
11,750.005 
17,339,197 
15^  706;  309 

$801,250,337 

365^163,834 

83,081.365 

103,609,495 

43.937.625 

$3.^000,000 
59,832,445 

5,061,456 
23,075,423 

8. 417. 988 

$251,875,292 

457.506,080 

11.5, 104, 440 

140, 301, 038 

40, 019, 594 

$3.'..  000. 000 
57, 393.  WJ 

2, 332, 409 
11,447,968 

2, 638.  441> 

$290, 772, 001 

J^aimuB 

5-25, 115, 703 

l>epo«U 

tircsiUtiou 

Specto 

127,  397, 185 

149,185,890 

37, 915, 340 

1 

1838.                                          1839.                                          1340. 

1 

Caiatal 

135,000,000 

45^856,571 

t,  618, 713 

6,768,087 

3.770,843 

$317, 636y  778 
485.631.687 

$35,000,000 
41.filR.fi37 

$337, 132, 512 

492,278,015 

90,240,146 

135,170,995 

45,132,673 

$35,000,000  ''    $358,442,692 

36.  839. 593         463. 896. 523 

Vrpo^U. ....... 

(nrcalation  ..... 

i^pCCi6  .......... 

84,691.184  1        6,779.394 

116,138,910  1        5,982,621 

35. 184. 112           4. 1S3. 607 

3,338,521           75,696,857 
6,695,861         106,968.573 
1,409,674           a.T105-15S 

1 

i               »    ~    1 

The  Comptroller  is  indebted  to  Hon.  E.  W.  Keyes,  late  deputy  super- 
intendent of  the  bank  department  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  a  tabu- 
lar statement  derived  from  the  advance  sheets  of  the  second  volume  of 
his  History  of  the  Savings  Banks  of  the  United  States,  exhibiting  the 
growth  of  savings  institutions,  as  shown  by  their  deposits,  in  the  New 
England  States,  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  California,  from  1830  to 
1^75.    This  table  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

The  several  statements  which  have  thus  far  been  given  in  this  report, 
together  with  those  printed  in  tbe  appendix,  are  the  only  ones  known 
to  bo  in  existence  which  aim  to  show  the  condition  in  former  years  of 
all  the  State  banks  of  the  country ;  and  the  information  they  contain, 
though  only  approximately  correct,  is  still  valuable,  and  much  sought 
for  by  writers  upon  finance  and  i)olitical  economy. 

In  contrast  with  the  incomplete  and  untrustworthy  returns  which  were 
obtained  under  the  old  systems  of  State  banking,  it  is  with  a  feeling  of 
satisfaction  that  the  Comptroller  is  enabled  to  present  to  Congress 
fall  and  complete  statistics  of  the  banks  in  the  national  system,  at  uni- 
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form  d&tes  for  each  year,  since  its  organizatioD.  Beporta  ol 
tlon  of  tbes^  banks  are  now  received  by  him  five  times  ^' 
for  a  day  already  passed,  the  statements  presenting  ia  tlei 
items  that  can  aHord  information  as  to  the  true  cooditi 
iHinks.  Every  statement  is  accompanied  by  scliednlcs,  Tt-bic 
vbaructer  and  condition  of  the  discounted  paper  of  the  ban  I 
0U8  kinds  of  stocks  and  bonds  which  Ibrm  part  of  its  assets, 
of  the  associations  in  which  its  funds  for  reserve  are  deposit 
amount  on  deposit  with  cacti,  the  class  of  matters  held  as  catsh 
ratio  at  which  a  reserve  of  lawful  money  has  been  maiutaioed 
preceding  thirty  days,  and  the  rate  of  interest,  if  any,  whicl 
pays  npon  its  deposits.  Somi-annnal  reports  are  also  receive 
the  earnings  and  losses  of  each  bank  and  of  the  divideuds 
stockholders;  and,  in  addition  to  the  above  and  to  other  reix 
are  furnished  in  accordance  with  the  recinirements  of  law,  spc 
ments  in  reference  to  taxation,  or  on  subjects  of  particular  : 
times  of  financial  revulsion,  are  called  for  and  obtained  from  t 
from  all  of  which  the  elaborate  statistics  appearing  iu  the  pu^ 
tiud  former  rotxirts  of  the  Comptroller  have  been  compiled. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  principal  items  contained 
tnruB  of  the  Htate  banks  of  the  country,  yearly,  irom  1831  to 


T«ci. 

2;^t"i 

C*piUL 

l™. 

iDdlTidlltl 

depo^U. 

CiTOQlali..!. 

704 

MM 

091 

MM 
707 
707 

7M 

ISO 

i.3oe 

!;^ 

i;:s 

);478 

i.soa 
1,001 

PJOO,  005.(144 
SEII,S50.a37 

asi,H7s.a)a 
aw,  TTC,  091 

317.  OM,  778 
3a7, 13^  513 
358,443,093 
3ia,  sou,  OSB 
900,171.797 
t»8,  80 1.048 
910.873.050 
aw,  04!^  OGO 
19e,«14,303 
SOJ,  070,033 

s04.KM,na 

Sii 

907,006.519 
301.370,071 
Ma;  17?:  388 
543,874,379 
.I70,8S4,flW 
394,  UM,  799 
401.97«,»43 
491.  StW.  095 
439,58^713 

1324,  lin,  409 

3B,Mia.i«4 

457,  MO,  OHO 
335.11A7U-1 
♦S  63?  087 

4ea.»a,r,^ 

380,487,009 
333.fl57,:«» 
354,  544.  037 
9«;  905,  814 

-IS 

-■:    -.-A-m 
.   n,779 

.-i     1(4.758 

...,  !53:9eo 

.  .1      (5,580 

.....  .;a,4Si 

83,08I,3H'. 
f>4.flM,lM 

EffiS 

n*40tf.»ro 

0B.I(ia,IB3 
84.5S7W 
88,030,640 
00,013.070 

iSimm 

91,118,093 

140,553,876 
198,  le^  714 
19£40a,343 

930,  351,  353 

89^803.199 

357.999,582 

miji^M.. 

ra.7.u<'M 

Imi::::::;:::::::;:;::::: 

ISM'U,  1!.->L 

The  table  below  presents,  the  principal  items  of  the  nationn 
on  or  near  October  1  of  each  year,  from  18G3  to  187C: 


Twn. 

No.  Of 
buka. 

CuplUL 

jMan. 

iDdlTillul 

d«|>0.1U. 

ClrcaUtloB. 

Spwlc!. 

M 
M8 

1.513 

!;S! 

fcffi 

1,04'' 
i:790 
1,940 

iB 

3.089 

asta 

43D.XIII.39I 

4)!(^s:A01n 

479: 09!.:  174 

411:1: -.ii\isi 

504, 839. 700 
409,893.339 

|5.4fl8.0f« 

715.99S,0MI 

M3I^5.vt3l« 

«7:i»f:!M 

ni4,-J94.7W 
9^:891,434 
931,304,714 

JiOo.i.io,tra 
!i(i4,nifl,7T» 

S40.1V7,RH 
t«O.IMfl,lwl 
Ml.  41 V,  197 

01:1:  *«:  071 

ftEl.(18.->,51EI 

0m.(lfl''.B!l8 
6HSW.019 
e51.38iSll> 

!SS:SS 

B«).9.T;^i'i(i 

9a3;FXT.94l 

lis 

:a>,«8i.7in 

3^,935.998 

sie.3io.Ji9 

391,H4,0W 

IhTD 

1871 

in*:  TO 

3,^7.:^ 

edompllolifulia  irtlb  Itas  L'dIUxI  SUIm  Treiii 


InolDiled  farthsfMnldl 
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Tho  following  statement,  compiled  iu  this  Office  from  returns  made  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Itevenae  for  purposes  of  taxation,  gives, 
by  geographical  divisions,  the  average  amount  of  capital  and  deposits  of 
l^inks  and  bankers,  other  than  those  in  the  national-banking  system^  for 
the  fdz  monUis  ending  November  30, 1875 : 


Ge<>gnphlc4 

mMU. 


hlcftl  Uivis- 


N«w  EDctead  Stotos. . 

MiddleSUtM 

Saathem  Stetes 

Vr^mtrn  SUtM  And 
TeniUvlM 

VnitodStoiM 


• 

state  banks  and  pri- 
vate banken. 

Savings-banks  with 
capitaL 

1^0. 

136 

1,870 

517 

Capital. 

]>ep<M- 
its. 

No. 

3 
3 
3 

19 

Capital 

Depos- 
its. 

Miffnn. 
11.6 
00.8 
36.0 

7ao 

ATilTfW. 

94.0 

833.4 

43.6 

188.0 

MUTnt. 
0.3 

a3 
a4 

4.1 

Miffnt, 
&3 
0.8 
0.5 

38l6 

3,766 

900.3 

iS7.0 

87 

&0 

39.1 

Savings-banks 
vrithont  cap- 
ital. 


Ko. 


Depos* 
its. 


Total 


No. 


Capi 


436 

318 

3 

38 


695 


Miffns. 

4ia9 

383.8 

1.9 

47.0 


845.6 


564 

1,491 

5G3 


4.488 


MiUnt, 
11.0 
01.0 

36.4 


1.910     75w0 


214.3 


Depos- 
its. 


443.1 

61&0 

45.0 

367.6 


1,371.7 


The  table  below,  compiled  from  similar  data,  gives  the  average  capital 
and  deposits  of  the  same  class  of  banks  and  bankers  for  the  six  months 
ending  May  31, 1876. 


Geognpbieal  divis- 

State  banks  and  pri- 
Tate  bankers. 

Savings-banks  with 
capitaL 

SaviDffs-banks 
witnont  Cap- 
itol. 

Total. 

Xo. 

135 

1.3S6 

516 

1.806 

3,803 

CapltsL 

°!r 

No. 

1 
3 
3 

I'J 

Capital. 

Depos- 
its/ 

No. 

430 

319 

4 

39 

Depos- 
its. 

No. 

1,471 
533 

1,954 

4.530 

Cspl- 
itaL 

Depos- 
its. 

X«w  EngXaod  States. . 

Midd&s  Sates 

Southern  States 

Western  Stales  and 
Tenitflries  . . . .  r . .  ^ 

11.7 
89.3 
35.7 

77.4 

MOVm. 

33L6 

833.4 

4^L9 

leai 

MUtm. 
a3 
0.3 
0.4 

4.1 

MiWw. 
4.4 
1.3 

a6 

31.0 

JRB'ns. 

415ul 

383.5 

8.0 

45.0 

MiUnt, 
11.0 
89.5 
36.1 

61.5 

MUTns, 
443.1 
607.1 
47.5 

364.1 

United  States 

314.0 

480.0 

36 

5.0 

37.8 

691 

814.6 

319.0 

1, 361. 8 

If  the  number,  capital,  and  deposits  of  the  national  banks  on  October 
1 ,  1875,  be  combined  with  the  number,  average  capital,  and  average 
deposits  of  the  State  banks  and  private  bankers,  savings-banks,  and 
trust  and  loan  companies,  as  shown  by  the  foregoing  table  for  the  six 
months  ending  November  30,  1875,  it  will  give  a  total  number  of 
G,576,  a  total  banking  capital  of  $719,101,966,  and  total  deposits  of 
$3,0^,296,106.  A  similar  combination  of  the  nationid  banks  for  May 
12, 1876,  with  the  State  banks,  savings-banks,  &c.,  for  the  six  montlis 
ending  May  31,  following^  will  give  for  the  latter  date  a  total  number  of 
6,609,  a  total  banking  capital  of  $720,012,806,  and  total  deposits  of 
$],974}189,449. 

NATIONAL-BANK  CIRCULATION. 

Section  5177  of  the  Bevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States  limited  the 
aggregate  amount  of  national-bank  notes  to  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  millions  of  dollars ;  but  the  circulation  issued  has  never  reached 
that;  sum,  the  largest  amount  outstanding  at  any  time  having  been  on 
December  1, 1874,  when  it  was  $352,394,346,  or  $1,605,654  less  than  the 
amount  authorized  by  law.  The  amount  named  as  outstanding  includes 
$2,976,138  of  mutilated  notes,  which  had  been  returned  to  this  Office  iu 
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order  that  thej  migbt  be  destroyed  and  replaced  by  new  not 4 
Tided  by  law,  and  tbey  were  therefore  not  in  actual  circulatii 
The  Allowing  table  exhibits  the  total  oatstanding  circiil 
including  mutilated  notes  in  transit,  on  the  first  days  of  3f  ir 
vember  of  each  year,  commencing  November  1, 1868,  when  tli 
issued  was  within  $112,325  of  the  three  hundred  millions  of  do 
authorized: 


Date. 

Amount 

Datou 

Nov.l.  1868 

1399, 887, 675 
899,853,765 
899,785,655 
399,464,963 
301,960,559 
314,583,800 
384, 4n,  888 
333,7Sa677 
340,983,470 

Mav  1. 1873 

Mat  1. 1888 

Nov.  1. 1873  .•,..- 

KoT.  1.1868 

Mayl,  1874 

Mftvl.  1870 

Nov.l.  1874 

Nov.l.  1870 

Xlay  1,1875 

Hat  1. 1871 

Nov.l.  1875 

KoT.  1.1871 

Mayl,  1876 

Vftvl.  l«7Q,,,_^,., 

Nov.l.  1676 

ITor.  1. 1878 

1 

The  fpt  of  June  20^  1874,  authorized  any  national  bank  dc 
withdraw  its  circulating  notes,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  depos 
money  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  sums  of 
than  $9,000,  and  to  withdraw  a  proportionate  amount  of  1 1 
pledged  as  security  for  its  notes :  under  which  law  $52,853,560 
tender  notes  have  been  deposited  in  the  Treasury  for  the  puri> 
tiring  circulation,  and  $37,122,069  of  bank-notes  have  been  n 
destroyed,  and  retired.  The  act  of  January  14, 1875,  repealc<l 
visions  of  law  limiting  the  aggregate  amount  of  national-bai 
lation,  and  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
legal-tender  notes  to  the  extent  of  eighty  per  cent  of  the  su 
nationfld-bank  notes  thereafter  issued,  until  the  amount  of  lega 
outstanding  should  be  reduced  to  $300,000,000. 

During  the  year  ending  November  1, 1876,  $7,093,680  of  a< 
circulation  has  been  issued,  of  which  amount  $1,305,140  was  i 
thirty-six  banks,  having  a  capital  of  $3,189,800,  which  were  o 
during  the  year.  The  whole  amount  of  additional  circulatio 
since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  January  14, 1876,  is  $18,080,:{ 
legal-tender  notes  equal  to  eighty  per  cent  thereof,  or  $14,464,1^ 
been  retired,  leaving  $367,535,716  of  these  notes  outstanding  Xi 
1, 1876.  During  the  year,  $31,029,864  of  national-bank  notes  ha 
retired  without  re-issue;  the  actual  decrease  for  the  year  being  i 
184,  and  the  total  decrease  since  Januaiy  14, 1875,  being  |30, 
Within  the  same  period  lawful  money  to  the  amount  of  128,170 
been  deposited  with  the  Treasurer  to  redeem  circulation,  |25,3( 
which  have  been  deposited  by  two  hundred  and  thirty  banks  i 
tion,  for  the  purpose  of  retiring  circulation,  and  $2,878,054  b 
in  liquidation.  The  amount  previously  deposited  under  the  act 
20, 1874,  was  $27,552,329,  and  by  banks  in  liquidation  $6,210, 
which  is  to  be  added  a  balance  of  $3,813,675  remaining  from  < 
made  by  liquidating  banks  prior  to  the  passage  of  that  act  I)(j 
firom  the  total  of  the  sums  named  ($65,755,464)  the  amount  c 
lating  notes  redeemed  and  destroyed,  and  for  which  no  reissue  L 
made,  there  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  on  Novo 
1876,  $20,910,946  of  lawful  money  applicable  to  the  redempt 
retirement  of  circulation. 


REPORT  OF  THE   RECRETART  OP  THE   TREASURY. 


211 


The  following  table  exhibits  by  States  the  issue  and  retirement  of 
circulation  during  the  year  ending  November  1,  1876,  and  the  total 
amoant  issaed  and  retired  since  Jane  20, 1874 : 


Stetet  and  TerritortM. 


MftSne 

New  HMDpiOliire 

V«.moot 

llMHcbiuetU.. 
Rhode  UUod... 

C^aioeoiioat 

KewTork 

K«wJeraey 


Mmryhad 

Dialclei  of  Colombia. 

▼iTKlalA 

irertyirgiBia 

K«rtb  CmdUm 

SootbCaioUiift. 


Circulation 
issaed. 


Circulation  retired. 


1339,800 

167,400 

344, 110 

1,760,850 

48,100 

255,960 

1, 197, 770 

280,565 

1,187,530 

83,100 

37,500 

103,000 

15,250 

6,290 

156,560 

4^700 

160,000 

27,000 


600 


172;  140 
95^800 
71,670 

906,790 
7,900 

177,475 

27,400 

500 

81,000 

102,500 


54,000 


Under  act  of 
Jane  iiO,  1874. 


Of  b'qaidat- 
ingUanka. 


Total. 


$338,675 

1.000 

208,121 

3, 507, 969 

259,340 

720,613 

5,816,279 

332,040 

2,263,333 


557,478 
192,825 
334,145 
106,640 
254,460 
298,065 
165,839 


744,511 

100,  OR 

42,003 

306,869 

223,701 

1,020,143 

809,688 

1,506,704 

1.031,380 

779,033 

371,457 

670,851 

347,:i39 

42,257 

6,650 


73,463 
46,783 


111.  455 

8.66*i 

6JI,278 

84.900 


7,1<}0 

330,353 

10,735 

147, 140 


43,131 

74,243 

831,486 

198,727 


53,610 

150 

405 

127,010 


925 
130,259 

98,828 
102,443 
320,340 
132,951 
499,953 

50,804 
117, 104 
150,601 

54.960 
110,327 

11,180 
1.565 

28,484 

43.006 


1350,130 

tf,669 

267,399 

3,532.869 

2.'i9,340 

727,773 

6.146,633 

343,765 

2,410,473 


600.599 

267.067 

565^631 

305,367 

254,460 

298,065 

219, 449 

150 

405 

971,091 

109.997 

43,018 

529,191 

323,529 

1,123,586 

1,130,028 

1.639,655 

3,350^643 

899,837 

386,561 

881,458 

402,399 

153,584 

17,030 

1,565 

101,947 

89.771 


Snmodered  to  thia  office  and  retired 


23,101 


3,370 


95,371 
4.023,883 


Totalo  Cor  the  year  ending  XToTember 
1. 1876 

Add  totals  l\nom  Jane  90, 1874,  to  No- 
venber  1.1075 

Sarresdered  to  this  office  between  same 


7,093,680 
ISk '731.175 


94,389,255 
19;  799, 814 


3, 114, 726 
4.607,733 


31,599,864 

17, 337, 537 

9,690,018 


Total  Issues  and  letiroment  from 
Jone  90. 1874.  to  November  1, 1876, 


99,814,855 


37, 199;  060 


7,722,449 


51,558,319 


A  Statement  showing,  by  States,  the  amoant  of  national-bank  circa- 
lation  issaed,  the  amoant  of  legal-tender  notes  deposited  from  June  20, 
1874,  to  November  1, 1876,  to  retire  sach  circalation,  and  the  amount 
remaining  on  dei>o8it  at  the  latter  date,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 
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PAPERS  ACCOMPANYING  THE 


The  following  table  exhibits  the  total  issue  and  retirexneut  € 
bank  circulation,  and  the  deposit  and  retirement  of  legahiei 
monthly,  during  the  year  ending  Koyember  1, 1876,  togethe 
total  amount  issued  and  retired  since  the  passage  of  tUc  ao 
ary  14, 1875 : 


Montha. 


N0T>| 

Beo., 
Jan;, 
Teb., 
Mm:., 

July, 


Ni 


uid 


1875 

1875 

1878 

1870 

1878 

1878 

1878 

1876 

1876 

1876 

1876 

1876 

bank  notes  sarrenderad  to  this  ofiioe 
retind 


Cironlation  iaaaed  and  retired  from  Juraary 
14.1873^  to  Korember  1,1875 

Legal-tenden  depoelted  Irom  January  14, 1875, 
to  November  1, 1875 

I«egal-tender8  retired  from  January  14, 1875, 
to  Kovember  1, 1875 


Totali  from  Jan.  14, 1875,  to  Nov.  1, 1878 . 


National-bank  cironlation. 


Isened. 


1981,010 
831,990 
70^370 
399,385 
393,380 
89S»815 
470,560 
485,670 
144,880 
360,100 
1.045,510 
1,198,760 


7,093,680 
10.986,675 


18,080,355 


SeUred. 


Ijegal-tf] 


Bopoftitcd. 


1967,969 
898.039 
1,986,723 
1,949,873 
1,853,549 
1.029,117 
9,087.491 
4,744,747 
S.  831. 816 
4.039,053 
9,330,168 
9,901,606 

4,099,883 


$1,284.07^ 

a.  006.  oyii 

9. 699.  900 
3, 856.  *.S37 
5.304.0-27 
3. 001.  GOO 
8.085.G£h2 
S.  619.  C45 
1.932,831 
1, 137,  fiiJO 
1. 776, 0»a:, 
1. 251,  60.) 


31,599,864 
17,961,933 


88, 179,  \i:<> 


9%  719,  COT 


48,101,087 


50, 698,  (Af J 


The  following  summaiy  exhibits  concisely  the  operations  oi 
of  June  20, 1874,  and  of  January  14, 1875,  down  to  November 
present  year. 

National-bank  notes  oatstauding  when  act  of  June  20, 1874,  was  passed.  >.; 
National-bank  notes  issued  from  Jane  20, 1874|  to  January  14, 

1875 $4,734,500 

National-bank  notes  redeemed  and  retired  betweeu   same 

dates 2,7^7,2:^i 


Increase  from  June  20, 1674,  to  January  14,  1875. 


National-bank  notes  outstanding  January  14, 1875 

National-bank  notes  redeemed  and  retired  from  January  14, 
1875,todate *40,077,'iH] 

National-bank  notes  surrendered  between  same  dates G,  713, 801 

Total  redeemed  and  surrendered 48,791,0.^ 

National-bank  notes  issued  l>etween  same  dates 1 .    18, 080,  Xm 


Decrease  from  January  14, 1875,  to  November  1, 1876 
National-bank  notes  outstanding  November  1, 1876  .. 


«). 


Greenbacks  on  deposit  in  the  Treasury  June  20, 1874,  to  retire  uotos  of 
insolvent  and  liquidating  banks 

Greenbacks  deposited  fh>m  June  20, 1874,  to  November  1,  1876,  to  rotiro 
national-baxik  notes • 


i 


Total  deposits <: 

Circulation  redeemed  by  Treasurer  between  same  dates  without  re-issue,     i 


Legal-tender  notes  on  deposit  on  November  1, 1876 

Lejl^l* tender  notes  retired  under  act  of  January  14, 1875 
ticgal-teuder  notes  outstanding  November  1, 1876 
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SECURITY  OP  CffiCULATING  NOTES. 

The  foUowiDg  table  exhibits  the  kinds  and  amounts  of  United  States 
bonds  held  by  the  Treasurer  on  tSie  1st  day  of  November,  187G,  to  secure 
the  redemption  of  the  circulating  notes  of  national  banks : 


Class  of  bonds. 


TxMn  of  Febroftry.  1$C1 .  (Bl») 

JxMD  of  Jaly  snd  Anguat,  1^1,  (dla) 

Lottnof  im,  <Bl8) 

KiTe-twenties  of  Jane,  IBM 

FiTe-tWMitiesofld65 

Couobofl065 

CaoMUofl867 

CoaMlaofl868 

T«B-ltortiM0f  1864 

Fiuded  loan  of  1881 

irand«d]ouioflB91 

Pacifio  Bailway  bonds 


Total 


Authorizing  act. 


Bate  of  interest 


Febroary  8, 1861 

Jaly  17  and  Angnst  5, 1861 

March  3, 1863 

Jane  30, 1864 

Match  3, 1865 

do 

do 

do 

March  3, 1864 : 

July  14, 1870,  and  Jaanary  90, 1871 

do 

Jaly  1, 1862,  and  July  9, 1864. . . , 


6  per  cent. . 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

5  per  cent. . 
....do 

4)  per  cent. 

0  per  cent.. 


Amount. 


. 


I 


$3,061,000 

43,147,450 

SI,  698,750 

84,500 

4.013,500 

6,050,100 

0,471,000 

8,503,000 

88,950,300 

134,058,400 

10,305,800 

9,851.000 


337,787,800 


These  securities  consist  of  $103,819,300  of  six  per  cent,  bonds  (Includ- 
ing  $9,851,000  issued  to  the  Pacific  Bailroad),  $223,602,700  of  five  per 
cent,  and  $10,305,800  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  bonds. 

Since  October  1,  1870,  there  has  been  a  decrease  of  six  per  cent 
bonds  amounting  to  $143,097,000,  and  an  increase  of  five  per  cents  of 
$127,685,150.  During  the  year  ending  November  1  there  has  been  a 
decrease  of  $24,783,912  of  six  per  cent  and  a  decrease  of  $15«443.500 
of  five  per  cent  bonds.  During  the  last  two  months,  $10,305^^  of  four 
and  a  half  per  cent  bonds  have  been  deposited,  of  which  $3,409,050  were 
deposited  in  exchange  for  six  peccent  bcmds  and  $5^3579600  in  exchange 
for  five  per  cent  bonds. 
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PAPEB8  ACCOMPAHTINO  THE 
SPECIE,  PAPER-CUERENCr,  AND  BANK-CHECKS. 


The  table  below  exhibits  the  amount  of  specie  held  by  tin 
bonks  iit  the  dates  of  their  reports  for  the  last  eight  yeavK  : 
coJD-certificatos,  and  checks  pajable  in  coin  held  by  the  New 
banks  being  stated  separately. 


Held  by  DktloDtl  lumki  In  Now  York  City. 

neldLyoili- 

D.llH. 

n.tron,. 

Cota. 

U.S.radD- 

Cb«k«p>yl- 

buk.. 

c«rtifioMM 

blolncolD. 

■ 



Oct.     5,1W8. 

K.i.W,  633  34 

10, 390,140 

11.530. 353(0 

|0,«»,1M90 

ta.37e.M6 -ri 

Jul.    «.1><CII. 

1  y<g^m  ia 

le^osa^sso 

4.316,140  a 

■9.»»,«39>7 

Apr.n,l«li9. 

1  ..i^  375  31 

£730:040 

1^4^886  64 

8, 64*  441  83 

i  10*:  090  :«. 

Juiisi%i§e9. 

■.  .|i4S33*6 

975,015  83 

15,  471,  HO  78 

3.983.860  71' 

Oct.     9,1B6». 

i.vrai710rj 

1(^897.900 

19;  70t.  589  43 

3.397.810:17 

Jui.iK.ina- 

.^^1^0MM 

3s;  soil  460 

<  190, 644  74 

36,888.14103 

11.4S7.»l*fi;i 

iii.M.im 

ii.n.MSM 

31.  §73.480 

1.069.004  30 

35,589,463  69 

11.507,060  7.'. 

Jnne  B.IWO, 

'.■.■■1*400  34 

18,660.030 

1,163.905  BS 

93,707.338  13 

8.334311  «« 

OoL    B,1BT0 

7,5M;000 

3,  094,  00«  49 

13,  131  649  33 

5,334,  3«!  11 

Dm.  %.1H7<I. 

14,  0G3,  540 

3^74RI3aS7 

30,080,348  Sa 

6,337.003  7'i 

M«r.lB.lMI, 

13.099.730 

3,839,88164 

19,911,757  95 

5,B57.im3n 

0,845,080 

10,375,117  91 

t.1X.<.-mtr7 

JnClo;!??'. 

■'  ,  I9[  408  OB 

3;  UO;  854  93 

1.KU.533  IP 

OeL     a.lH71 

7;M»iaoo 

1, 163, 63U  44 

'S:«i7«  P 

3,377,310  .a 

Dec.lC.lB7l. 

,    I'fA.ixn 

17  354,740 

4,35S,ini  39 

33.06.\303  19 

0,539,997  44 

FBl^a;.iOT4 

<   •'10^417  7U 

I3.34I.DC0 

3;  in!  100  90 

16,  948.  578  60 

8.S38.3««Ti 

Apr.  IK,  1672. 

1    -isle*  14 

10,  102,  40U 

4. 71S,  304  95 

16.640,433  09 

June  to,  IKK 

■1  -.J'4  90»O4 

4.319,419  53 

19.  411.  489  16 

4;  84*;  154"- 

■■ «.  707  37 

13,471.040 

6,  375.  347  37 

3,854,409  4^: 

Doc.  ar,  isw 

13,778.031  OS 

5,9B9,30i  HI 

Feb.  X.  tga. 

)3:4M;549  86 

4.»79,mtiT 

Apr.  aa.  1871. 

lli  743:330 

S,7»:,W81 

Jninll.tB73. 

9im.m 

4,368.900  01 

KgS: 

1  ...oisio  X, 

13.583,600 
18,33:1,760 

£9ei,05l<9» 

1     1.  ;  rii.no  50 

19, 70l[  930  50 

?^SSl07* 

F«tt  »7,  \m 

1    i>rT,8»)01> 

to;  SI?.  040 

91.««6.  460  09 

^679,403  4!- 

«»j  1.W* 

,.  .n,tM  10 

33.454.060 

M.9M.9O10 

i.aM,«T  16 

;;rt?ss£  i^sJi-ss 

15,  514.  183  00 
14.100.W6H 

^8l%u3J3; 

ooc  ^isi*. 

«tKH»7»'67 

D«.^Mn^, 

MI3,aiS4a       14.410.040 

15.854.155  41 

i^M3.0aiM 

M.r.   1.1K5. 

(.im.SSSM      10,033,160 

1.960.390  63 

Uay    Lltna. 

■il0,10571i        5^7M^3!» 

e^  683;  333  76 

3.937,035  P- 

Jii£e3PIH:S. 

1  >-!.^oisti<i    i3^e4^iia 

13,  665.  103  86 

^39i3M  11 

Oct.     1.1975. 

,;a,!»)tw.      4.301,730 

4^  9S?  034  90 

3,094.704  Rl 

Dec.  n,  1S7S. 

^\9,*36Ti      1a,K«.810 

13.409.346  73 

3.008,659  1- 

M.r  10  1870. 

3,301.131  aii      lS,0Mi.!iS0 

1B.348.D5I  36 

0.  739.  KM  1« 

M«rl!.lffIO. 

tO!J,3i;i7l)       1M83.700 

16,016,073  70 

5.69«.rfuM 

Jniie30.1ST«. 

1   t.sii.Ksns    i«,s7s.7w 

18, 087,  *B  93 

7.131.107  0.1 

Oct.  ^lH7fi. 

1     1,139,814  34   (  13,446.760 

14,576,57131 

1     0.785,07969 

The  amount  of  specie  held  by  the  national  bunks  durins  t 
year  is  more  than,  oue-third  greater  than  for  correspondiog  ilutc 
previous  year.  'Hie  amonnt  of  silver  coin  held  by  the  banks  on . 
and  October  2,  XS7C>,  was  $1,G27,56C  and  $2,557,599,  respectivi'I\ 

In  my  last  anntial  report  a  statement  was  given,  from  estiniati 
by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  showing  that  the  probable  amoiiui 
and  bullion  in  the  country  on  Jnne  30,  1875,  was  $142,000,000,0 
amoont  about  twelve  to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  was  in  silver  <■ 
bullion.  Assumbjg  this  estimate  to  have  been  substantiallj-  cnrr 
roovemeut  of  coin  and  bullion  for  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  llJ7<i. : 
amount  in  the  co  untry  at  the  end  of  that  year,  is  shown  from  i'.~: 
again  furnished  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint  to  be  as  follows: 

Eotimoted  oinoaat -of  ooin  and  bnllion  in  tbo  country  J qdo  30, 1HT5 ^Ii'.' 

EatimnUU  prrnlDCt  -ot  tho  miDOB  for  tbo  year 

ImpoitatiDDH  for  tbe  year 1.'. 

Total ai.;. 

Deduct  osporto  of  c  oin  luid  bnllioii  for  tLo  year i"'. 

Total  rstinM  ted  amoaiit  of  coin  ond  bnUion  in  the  ooonby  Jniw 
3D,ltj70..4 bC, 
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The  Director  states  in  his  estimate  that  the  amoant  of  gold  and  silver 
coDfiumed  in  the  arts  and  mannfactares  dnring  the  year  was  probably 
$5,000,000,  which,  deducted  from  the  total  estimated  amonnt,  gives 
$181,678,000  as  the,  probable  amonnt  of  gold  and  silver  coin  and  bullion 
in  the  country  on  June  30, 1876,  about  $30,113,000  of  which  consisted  of 
silver  coin  and  bullion.  These  estimates  show  that  during  the  year 
there  has  been  a  probable  increase  of  $21,565,000  of  gold  coin  and  bull- 
ion, and  $18,113,000  of  silver  coin  and  bullion ;  or  a  total  increase  oi 
$39,678,000  over  the  amounts  estimated  to  have  been  in  the  country  on 
June  30, 1875. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report  for  1867,  says  that  the 
public  debt  reached  its  maximum  on  August  31, 1865,  when  it  amounted 
to  $2,845,907,626,  composed  as  follows : 

Fimdeddebt $1,109,568,198 

MAtnreddebt 1,503.080 

Tempormry  l<Muit 107,148,713 

CertifiefttM  of  debt 85,093,000 

Five  pet  cent  legml'tender  notes 33,954,230 

Compoond-intenst  legal-tender  notes 217,024,160 

Beiren-thirty  notes 830,000,000 

United  States  notes,  (legAl-tenden) 433,160,569 

Fraetional  cnrrenoy 26,344,742 

Sospended  reqalsitlons  nncaUed  for 2,111,000 

Of  these  obligations,  $684,138,989  were  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment 
of  an  debts,  public  and  private,  except  customs-duties  and  interest  on 
the  public  debt. 

The  amounts  of  legal-tender  notes,  demand-notes,  fhtctional  currency, 
and  national-bank  notes  outstanding  on  August  31, 1866.  and  annually 
thereafter,  from  January  1, 1866,  to  January  1, 1876,  ana  the  amounts 
outstanding  Noyember  1, 1876,  are  shown  by  the  following  table: 


TTBitodStatoilMaM. 

* 

NotM0f  B*- 
tlOBBllMAks. 

ioeliidinggold 
htBka. 

Dila. 

Lcgal-tonder 

BOtM. 

OMdAnmnd 
notos. 

Fiaotinial 
mitraoy. 

Totalii 

Aggrecato. 

▲•CMtn^istt... 

lot.  757, 604 

1402,965 

•B8»344.749 

•450,505,311 

1176,313,955 

•833,719,966 

JaHBfTl,M66... 

495. 8».  319 

399;  070 

96, 000;  490 

459,991,809 

998. 588;  419 

7S0,8«»,99S 

JABMvylildffT... 

3M,  370, 160 

831,689 

98,739,819 

409, 3M,  654 

999.846,906 

709,Q7<^860 

Jammatj  1,1988... 

sse.000.000 

120,197 

31,507,583 

387, 756, 710 

999,747,569 

687,S04,Sr79 

Jaa«w7l«lW9... 

355.699. 975 

198,098 

34,919^715 

390, 936;  788 

999,69^  399 

689.866^110 
605,779.791 

Janoary  1, 1(^. . 

356.000.000 

113,096 

30, 769;  664 

395,873.769 

999,904,099 

J«anarTl«l8Ti... 

356^000,000 

101,  OM 

39,995,089 

306,006,175 

306,307,679 

709.403,847 

JaH«7l.l879  .. 

357.500,000 

93,801 

40,767,877 

398,960,678 

398,465^431 

796.896^109 

JlSMfj  1.1873... 

356.597,907 

84,387 

45,799.061 

404,364,355 

344,589,819 

748, 947, 167 

JmmMrjl,nni.,. 

37R,401.709 

79.637 

48,544,799 

497,090,131 

350.848,936 

777,874,367 

JsBoary  1.1875... 

383,000,000 

79,317 

46,380,508 

498.469,015 

354,198,330 

789;  561, 165 

jMaafTl,1870. .. 
NoT«Bbcgrl,19n. 

371.897.390 

69.649 

44,147,079 

416. 043;  934 

346, 479, 7S6 

769;  993, 690 

367,535^716 

65^609 

98,556^478 

396^150,886 

393,941,306 

718;  966, 194 

The  exchanges  at  the  clearing-house  in  New  York  for  the  year  ending 
October  1, 1876,  as  obtained  through  the  courtesy  of  W.  A.  Camp,  man- 
ager of  the  New  Tork  clearing-house,  were  more  than  $21,000,000,000; 
the  average  daily  exchanges  l^ing  $70,349,428,  while  the  average  daily 
balances  paid  in  money  were  but  $4,218,378,  or  only  six  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  of  the  settlemente.  The  table  on  the  following  page  exhibits 
the  transactions  of  the  clearing-house  of  that  city,  and  the  amonnt  and 
ratio  of  currency  required  for  the  payment  of  daily  balances,  for  the 
yeaxB  ending  in  October  fh>m  1854  to  1876,  inclusive 
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T^^Rsaclionii  of  Ihe  Kea  York  Clearing -Hou$e  from  1834  to  l--' 


Tear*. 

No.ef 
bu>ka. 

•CaplUl. 

Eiohuigtt. 

Blblicntttia 
in  money. 

A»9r«gBd«ll.T 

<i! 

iar.t 

TO 
40 

50 

58 

SO 
59 

61 
50 

SO 
59 

;  IT.  1)14.000 

J-, -H,19U 

■m 

y.SS 

-!,;».  SOO 

•iSi 

0,™..    ■!.    .JH 

mJ-'.:.'.  ■« 
11' ■^:1 

II'  '! 

88,67      1     :    iTS 
88,48.           Jl 
^.W        -    .ST 
■7,80,            .M 
89 >..  '       .89 
3itB3,    ■..-    ,0* 
33,91..     .      43 

ailM..'.  .  )47 

»i»7.411,494 

sso.e»i  137 

;04,71i     Kl 
ae5,31.    «[ 

aoiosi  .83 

380,  <a.    138 
353,38      44 
41S;53     31 

8sa!  71    05 

i;o««;i3  M 

1, 144. 96      .51 

LSIsIm.    37 
l,lM,g.   j8 

1.104134'    Hi 
1.895.04     .189 

ia,!n8,iOei 

so.  088.371 
15,  393.  73« 

III 
nisaliM 

121,451.383 

00,874.479 
95,133,074 

IT^BHBSI 

;435,o«a,iu,BM 

:i^  153,440,108 

tCl.  504.400 

13,; 

■TbaosplUl  iMck 

kttalnabls. 
t  Ymu-I;  avancM  for  ti 


■UUd  at  Tulaiu  daUi,  (he  unonat  it  ■nDlfinni  date  In  each  . 


THE  COINAGE  ACT  OF  1873. 

The  act  of  June  28, 1834,  which  redaced  the  ^Id  standard  i 
and  oue-foarth  per  cent.,  practically  demonetized  the  Biker 
PreTions  to  the  date  of  the  passage  of  that  act  American  \ 
silver  coins  of  all  denominations  were  eqnallv  a  legal  tender, 
silver  coins  of  less  denomination  than  one  dollar  were  chiell; 
only  (1,369,917  in  silver  dollars  having  been  issued  from  the 
that  dat«.  The  act  of  1S31  overvalued  the  gold  coinage,  drii-i 
the  conntry  the  fall-weight  silver  coins  previously  in  circulation 
may  be  confidently  stated  that  from  1834  to  1873  no  silver  dolli 
have  been  presented  at  any  custom-house  in  payment  of  dQtii 
entire  cnstoms-datica  of  the  country  daring  this  period  nere, ' 
exception  of  silver  nsed  in  chaitge,  paid  in  gold  coin^  and  from  tl 
the  interest  paid  apon  the  public  debt  has  been  chiefly  deriveit. 
not  probable  that  in  the  lost  forty  years  one  of  these  silver  dollii 
has  been  nsed  in  this  country  in  the  payment  of  debt,  except  in 
cases  of  special  contract,  while  tboosands  of  millions  in  gold  ro 
been  ase<l  to  liqaidate  debts,  both  pnblic  and  private.  The  i 
amount  in  silver  dollar  pieces  annually  coined  daring  these  fort 


but  the  su))-treuui7  iiot  of  AnitnBt  6, 184G,  pniviiled  tbAt  pijinrata  misht  h- 
gold  nod  silver  coin,  or  in  TrMtnry  note*.  Tbe  act  of  Febnuuy  Ki,  INI'J.  nii 
tbs  iuneof  legftl-t^mlernotos,  ninkiDg  tliem  rMelvablelnpftynnntofiillili'Mi 
and  priTAte,  except  diitiea  on  imports  and  intereet  on  the  pnblic  ilebt, 
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has  been  about  $160,000.  The  coin  did  not  pass  into  circulation,  but  was 
chiefly  used  as  a  convenient  portion  of  silver  in  the  laboratory  of  the 
metallurgist,  or  was  hoarded  as  an  object  of  curiosity.  During  the  three 
years  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1873  it  had,  however,  come 
to  be  used  for  shipment  to  Ohina  and  Japan,  as  a  trade-dollar,  which 
fact  will  account  for  the  increased  coinage  of  those  years,  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  about  92,600,000. 

Hamilton,  in  his  Mint  Beport  in  1791,  proposed  ^<  one  gold  piece  equal 
in  weight  and  value  to  ten  units,  or  dollars ;  one  gold  piece  equal  to  the 
tenth  part  of  the  former,  and  which  shall  be  a  unit  or  dollar ;  one  silver 
piece,  which  shall  also  be  a  unit  or  dollar  f  and  says  that  ^'  the  smaller 
of  Uie  two  gold  coins  may  be  called  the  dollar  or  unit,  in  common  with 
the  silver  piece  with  which  it  coincides." 

From  1793— the  date  of  the  first  issue  of  silver  coin  by  the  United 
States — ^to  1834,  the  silver  and  the  gold  dollar  were  alike  authorized  to 
be  received  as  legal  tender  in  payment  of  debt,  but  silver  alone  circu* 
lated.  Subsequently,  however,  silver  was  not  used,  except  in  fractional 
payments,  or,  since  1853,  as  a  subsidiary  coin.  The  silver  dollar,  as  a 
coin  of  circulation,  had  become  obsolete  and  useless.  The  reason  why, 
prior  to  1834,  payments  were  made  exclusively  in  silver,  and  subsequently 
to  that  date  in  gold,  is  found  in  the  fact  that  prior  to  the  legislation 
of  1834  the  weight  of  fine  silver  in  the  silver  dollar  was  fixed  at  fifteen 
times  the  weight  of  fine  gold  in  the  gold  dollar;  but  after  that  date, 
owing  to  a  reduction  in  the  weight  of  gold  required  for  the  standard 
gold  dollar,  the  silver  dollar  was  made  to  contain  of  fine  metal  almost 
precisely  sixteen  times  that  of  the  new  gold  dollar,  the  actual  market 
value  of  gold  during  the  entire  period  having  been  greater  than  fifteen 
and  less  tiian  sixteen  times  the  value  of  silver  of  equal  weight  During 
the  earlier  period,  therefore,  the  standard  silver  coins  were  relatively  the 
cheaper,  and  consequently  circulated  to  the  exdnsion  of  the  gold;  while 
during  tiie  later  period  the  standard  gold  coins  were  the  cheaperi  cir* 
calating  to  the  exclusion  of  the  silver. 

The  Beport  of  the  Deputy  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  transmitted 
to  Congress  in  1870  by  the  Secretary,  three  times  distinctly  stated  that 
the  bill  accompanying  it  proposed  to  discontinue  the  issue  of  the  silver 
dollar-piece.  Various  experts,  to  whom  it  had  been  Bubn\itted,  approved 
this  feature  of  the  bill.  The  House  was  informed  by  its  members  of  this 
provision,  and  the  bill  was  printed  thirteen  times  by  order  of  Congress, 
and  once  by  the  commissioners  revising  the  statutes,  and  was  oonsid* 
ered  during  five  successive  sessions.  If  the  question  of  the  double 
standard  did  not  become  prominent  in  the  discussion  upon  the  bill, 
it  was  for  the  reason  that  usage  had  established  the  gold  dollar  as 
the  nnit,  the  silver  dollar,  on  account  of  its  greater  relative  value^  hav- 
ing, with  the  Mexican  dollar  and  pistareen,  disappeared  from  the  circu* 
lation  of  the  country.  The  coinage  act  of  1873  and  the  Bevised  Stat- 
utes of  1874  simply  registered  in  the  form  of  a  statute  what  had  been 
really  the  unwritten  law  of  the  land  for  forty  years. 

The  Director  of  the  Mint,  in  his  report  for  the  present  year,  in  discuss- 
ing the  proposition  to  authorize  the  coinage  of  the  legal-tender  silver 
dollaTj  says: 

The  decline  In  tbe  valae  of  silver  and  the  approach  of  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  specie 
resoaiptUni  has  led  to  a  proposition  tot  the  restoration  of  the  silver  dollar  of  4124  grains, 
with  nnxestricted  coinage  and  nnUmited  Imd-tender.  This  proposition,  if  Miopted, 
wooid  make  the  reUtlve  valoe  of  gold  to  silver  in  the  coinage  as  1  to  15.1^884,  or  very 
neariy  1  to  16.  A  dollar  of  412.8  ^ains,  whioh  wonld  correspond  exactly  to  the  rela- 
tion of  1  to  IG^  and  one  based  on  the  ratio  of  1  to  15^,  have  also  been  proposed. 

In  the  diacajMlon  pf  some  of  these  propositlpnA  it  has  been  intimated,  if  not  directly 
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charged,  that  the  repeal  by  the  coinage  act  of  1873  of  what  ma^  properly  l>e  t^-^i 
the  remnant  of  the  Bilrer  standard  left  by  the  demonetizing  legiaiatioa  of  l^.Vc 
done  without  dae  consideration,  or  in  the  interest  of  certain  cieditors  of  the  In 
States  and  to  insure  payment  of  the  latter  in  gold  coin.  An  examination  of  th^  j*'\ 
records  will  show  that  the  discussion  and  consideration  of  the  act  referred  to  coven 
period  of  more  than  two  years,  that  there  was  no  concealment  as  to  any  of  i  tA  i>r'  i 
ions,  and  that  all  proper  care  was  exercised  to  render  the  jneasnre  as  perfect  am  |H 
ble.  The  Director  was  freq  aently  consnlted  in  relation  to  the  rarions  pro^Urionx  <  •  r 
act,  from  its  incipiency  to  its  final  passage,  and  he  is  able  to  state  that,  from  firn 
last,  there  was  no  desire  or  efibrt  on  the  part  of  any  one  adToeadng  iho  mea^Tin 
faTor  either  debtors  or  creditors  or  to  do  anything  other  than  what  ther  beliereii  t*  < 
from  the  best  of  their  knowledge,  entirely  in  the  interests  of  the  pnblic  sarrice  a-.  I 
the  people  of  the  country  at  lai'ge. 

The  original  dranght  of  the  bill  revising  the  laws  relative  to  the  minta,  awiny-of^ .  i 
and  coinage  of  the  United  States  was  prepared  in  1869 and  1870,  nnder  the  anperr  in; »  i 
the  then  deputy  and  now  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  suod  was  traoamitted  t«>  I 
Senate  bv  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  April  25, 1870,  the  views  and  eriticimui  of  i 
Mint  and  Treasury  officers  and  other  gentlemen  conversant  with  metallort^ir'al  i 
coinage  subjects  having  been  previous! v  requested,  received,  and  pnbliabod,  in  r  < 
pliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  report  of  BIr.  Knox,  which  acoomnanied  the  bill,  explained  in  dotail  the  ;  i 
posed  amendments,  and  r^erred  tpecificau!/  to  ihe  silver  dollar  andiU  di$conimmam**  •  i 
Btandard,  The  bill,  after  discussion,  passed  the  Senate  January  10,  1871,  aiMl  on  i| 
27th^f  May  of  the  following  year,  1872,  passed  the  House  of  Bepreeentalivea.  11  a  r .  i 
been  amended  by  the  House,  it  was  returned  to  the  Senate,  and  paased  that  body  J  -.i 
nary  17, 1873.  It  next  came  before  a  conference  committee  of  the  two  honaea.  and  «  I 
sequently,  February  12, 1873,  became  a  law,  nearly  three  years  after  its  introdoctioD  | 
the  Senate.  It  appears  from  the  official  documents  that  only  one  or  two  of  tb«»  one*- 1 
one  experts  who  examined  the  bill  recommended  the  retentfon  of  the  silver  dollar,  h-i 
that  not  a  rtngle  member  of  Congress  in  debate  opposed  its  abandonment. 

These  statements  need  no  corroboration.  If  the  provialona  of  the  hi  1 
were  not  well  understood  it  was  certainly  not  the  fanlt  of  its  advocat^^.H 
bnt  rather  of  those  who  neiifleoted  to  give  the  sabject  attetitkm.  A  not^ 
to  a  speech  of  Hon.  A.  S.  Hewitt,  of  New  York,  taken  from  the  OongTP< 
sional  Record  of  Angnst  23  of  the  present  year,  will  be  foand  in  th^ 
appendix.  This  extract  contains  a  true  history  of  the  act,  as  shown  b^ 
the  records  of  the  Treasury  Department  and  of  Congress,  and  is  a  con.' 
plete  refntation  of  the  charge  frequently  and  persistently  made  that! 
the  bill  was  passed  surreptitiously  and  without  consideration* 

TAXATION. 

Section  5214  of  the  Bevised  Statutes  provides  that  the  national  bank^ 
shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  the  following  taxes :  One  per  cent  annnail.v 
upon  the  average  amount  of  notes  in  circulation,  and  one-half  of  one  pc^r 
cent,  annually  upon  the  average  amount  of  depodta,  and  upon  the 
average  amount  of  capital  stock  not  invested  in  United  States  bonds. 

The  table  on  the  following  page  exhibits  the  amount  of  United  Statot 
taxes*  collected  from  the  national  banks  annually,  from  the  organiia- 
tion  of  the  system  (18G3)  to  July  1, 1875 ;  which  amount  has  been  col- 
lected without  any  expense  whatever  to  the  OovemmenI  except  the 
compiling  of  the  returns  in  the  Treasury: 

'The  amonnt  collected  by  tbe  Commissioaer  of  Intemal  ReTenne  horn  State  bask^* 
savings-banks,  and  private  banl&s  and  bankers,  daring  the  fiscal  year  endiag  Joae  :k' 
1876,  was  as  follows : 

On  deposits |J,S»,164  97 

On  capital l,4l«,.V5  :v 

On  oircnlation *17.947  (1 

Total 4,0a6,WiG 

Of  tills  sBonat,  |7,S88.16  wss  dsrivsd  froa  tbs  tsz  of  10  per  osat  iiyoa  vasatkoHsidditihlka. 
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Tatf. 


l-<4 

IrT^'. 

i*<j»; 

l'^->T 

!-*« 

l-^H 

1-70 

l-ll 

i.-7a 

i-r3 

leT4 

i-Tr. 

1-76 

Tototo 


03  ciroiiUtion. 


♦53. 
733, 

2,106, 
S.86a, 
2,946, 
2;»7, 
2,949. 
2,987, 
a,  193, 
3,353, 
3.404. 
3.283, 
3,W1, 


096  97 
247  K> 
785  30 
638  78 
343  07 
416  73 
744  13 
091  69 
570  09 
186  13 
463  11 
405  89 
795  76 


33,928^709  18 


On  depMita. 


•03. 
1.087, 
9,033, 
3,050, 

2,564. 
2.614, 
2.614, 
2;  809, 

3,180. 
3.196^ 
3.209, 
3^514, 
3^505, 


811  25 
530  86 
102  77 
180  07 
143  44 
553  &i 
767  61 
840  85 
984  37 
569  29 
967  73 
310  30 
139  64 


33,609.891  84 


On  capital 


$18,403  3n 
133,  SiU  15 
406. 947  74 
321,881  36 
300,  781  CT 
312,  Old  68 
375, 962  26 
385.292  13 
389.356  27 
454.  81»1  51 
469.048  02 
ri07,417  76 
632,396  16 


4,714,546  94 


Aggregate. 


$167, 
1,054, 

5.146, 
5,  840, 
5,  817, 

5,040. 
6,175. 
fl.TO3, 
7,004, 
7,083, 
7.305, 
7,289, 


310  45 
029  60 
835  61 
698  21 

268  18 

474  00 
154  67 
910  67 
646  93 
496  85 
13104 
991  56 


72,253,071  96 


Sectioa  5173  of  the  Bevised  Statates  provides  that  the  expenses  of 
til  is  Office  shall  be  paid  ont  of  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes  or  daties 
assessed  and  collected  on  the  circalation  of  the  national  bank^.  The 
amount  of  tax  paid  upon  circnlation  from  the  organization  of  the  sys- 
tem to  July  1, 1876,  is  $33,928,703.18,  while  the  whole  expenses  of  the 
bnreaa  for  the  same  period,  together  with  the  co0t  of  printing  the  noles^ 
have  been  bnt  •4,060,223JSO. 

The  Comptroller,  in  reply  to  a  circular  letter  addressed  by  him  to  the 
national  banks,  requesting  them  to  report  the  amount  of  State  taxation 
paid  by  them  for  the  year  1875,  has  received  returns  fh)m  two  thousand 
and  eighteen  banks,  having  a  capital  of  $493,738,408.  .The  returns 
made  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  same  year,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Htatnte  before  mentioned,  have  been  claasifled  in  this  Office  by  States. 
and  the  following  table  has  been  prepared,  showing  the  amountof  nnited 
States  and  State  taxes,  and  the  rate  of  taxation,  in  every  State  and 
prindpal  elty  of  the  Union  for  tiiat  year : 
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Hofida 

AUboma 

XewOrieana 
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▲l 
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•• 
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StatM. 

SiBto. 

Toftol. 
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Statea. 
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PeretnL 
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«Wtf38 

L2 

2.2 

a4 

^m^ 

01.  OM 

10^  949 

164.955 

1.1 

1.9 

3.0 

8.216,467 

89. 9R 

169.044 

238,404 

1.1 

2l2 

as 

43.063,374 

491.157 

865.198 

1.356.355 

1.1 

2.0 

ai 

51.388,494 

703,218 

957,983 

1,660.501 

1.4 

1.9 

as 

90.548,433 

291,639 

969,409 

471.041 

1.0 

1.3 

2.3 

95.853,087 

277,964 

435^680 

713.664 

1.1 

1.7 

2.6 

»,  471, 333 

890,894 

963.969 

1.492,786 

1.5 

2.7 

4.8 

08,466,579 

1, 376,  Ml 

2;  093. 143 

3,469,684 

2.0 

3wl 

&1 

2;oet,4« 

69.115 

71.740 

133,955 

ao 

3.6 

ao 

i4.an^99D 

900,599 

300.894 

509.453 

1.5 

3.L 

ao 

29.655,994 

410.969 

175,050 

585,987 

1.4 

a6 

90 

17.019.239 

346.950 

128,996 

475.946 

2.0 

0.8 

2L8 

10,060.041 

141.545 

56,946 

197,791 

1.4 

Ol5 

1.9 

1.983.185 

22;  025 

7.058 

29,977 

1.5 

0.5 

8L0 

2L9«8,238 

39.409 

31.355 

61.833 

1.3 

1.4 

2.7 

11.4»,3S5 

150,008 

230,308 

380.371 

1.3 

2.0 

as 

fiM;009 

4,555 

289 

4,817 

1.8 

0.1 

18 

1.939,564 

16,906 

3^468 

20.367 

1.4 

0.3 

1.T 

3.835,719 

54,138 

70,710 

124.849 

1.5 

2.0 

as 

l.ir71.4)0O 

25,775 

30.102 

55.877 

1.3 

1.7 

ao 

91292,150 

31.406 

34.584 

65,990 

1.4 

1.6 

ao 

3,135.000 

34.747 

106,780 

141,507 

1.1 

3.4 

4.5 

2,716.974 

29,023 

45.T90 

74.813 

1.1 

1.6 

2.7 

50.000 

854 

1.056 

1,910 

1.7 

2.1 

as 

1,638,866 

18,865 

32,204 

41,009 

1.2 

1.4 

2.6 

3,766,667 

5tf,314 

9,870 

09,184 

1.6 

0.3 

1.9 

1,905,350 

15^819 

90,844 

36.663 

1.3 

1.7 

ao 

905,000 

1,983 

3,888 

5,271 

1.0 

1.6 

2.8 
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States  and  Territories. 


Tennessee 

Kentnoky 

LoaisTllle 

Ohio 

CinoinDfttl.... 

Clevelflnd .... 

Tndianft 

llUnois 

Chieaf!o 

Hiobigaa 

Detroit 

Wisconsin 

Milwankee... 

HinneaotA 

Iowa 

Hissonrt 

Saint  Loois... 

KansM... 

Nebraska 

OreiEon.  .*•■.... ' 
Calfibmla 

Son  Francisco 

New  Mexico 

Colorado 

UUb 

Idabo 

Montana 

Wyoming 

Dakota 

Total 


Capital. 


13. 
7, 
3, 

21, 

4, 

.!• 

11, 

7, 
8. 
1, 
8, 

4, 

6. 
S, 
6, 
1. 


1. 
8, 


468,903 
801,765 
358.000 
110,393 
000.000 
550,000 
568.169 
673,363 
673,757 
568.970 
900,000 
074,651 
700,000 
391,068 
416,607 
749,199 
360,300 
588,821 
994,758 
350.000 
553,623 
017, 119 
300,000 
023,478 
300,00vl 
100,000 
350,000 
135,000 
50,000 


503, 667, 911 


Amount  of  taxes. 


Hatit  I 


United 
SUtea. 


147,341 

80,777 

4.\  013 

899,900 

80,198 

51,011 

939,606 

186,188 

173,506 

105,676 

33,331 

47,584 

16,963 

60,781 

104,667 

36,361 

75,135 

83,001 

22,877 

5,654 

17,186 

35,780 

4,998 

18,997 

3,473 

1,429 

7,047 

$^049 

742 


7.317,531 


SUte. 


Total 


$78,437 

:)6,3ii 

16,290 

507.231 

105,199 

104,873 

470,830 

871.636 

188,594 

146,993 

84.744 

55.156 

19,929 

93,736 

136,088 

93,467 

177,464 

45,548 

81,689 

3,037 


3,890 
25,714 
8.550 
8,367 
9,137 
3,583 
900 


10,05^189 


$185,768 

117,088 

61,309 

800,131 

185,397 

155,883 

700,443 

457,894 

369,030 

839,669 

58,075 

109,740 

35,499 

154,517 

830,755 

139,838 

839;  599 

66,440 

43,966 

8,091 

17.186 

35,780 

7.478 

44,711 

6,099 

3,796 

16.184 

5^579 

1,648 


17,379^653 


XTniied 
Statea. 


Percent 
1.4 
1. 1 
l.:t 
1.4 
S2.0 
1.1 

i.a 
i.c 

Sl3 
1.2 
1.8 
1.6 
2.3 
1.4 
1.6 
1.3 
1.8 
1.4 
2.8 
SlS 
1.1 
1.9 
.1.4 
9Ll 
1.8 
1.4 
8.0 
1.6 


( 


1.5 


1.5 


KOTB.— The  capital  of  the  banks  tliat  paid  State,  coonty,  and  monidpal  taxes  on  st<>.  1 
is  (tf3,738,408.    Hanks  in  California  pay  no  taxes  upon  capital  stock. 

Similar  returns  for  the  year  1874  were  last  year  received 
lated  in  this  Office,  and  in  a  previous  year  tables  were  prepa 
the  amount  and  rate  of  taxation  by  States  for  the  years  1801 
which  tables  will  be  fodnd  in  the  appendix.  Betnms  were  all 
Ax)m  the  national  banks  in  1866,  but  were  not  tabulated 
The  United  States  taxes  for  the  year  last  mentioned  were  \ 
and  the  State  taxes  were  $7,949,461 ;  total,  $16,019,389. 

The  rates  of  taxation — ^national,  State,  and  total— upon 
bank  capital  in  those  States  in  which  the  taxation  has  bee 
will  be  found,  from  the  tables  for  1874  and  1875,  to  have  been  i 


states. 

1874. 

1 

U.S. 

SUte. 

Total. 

U.S.    i 

KewTork 

rtret. 
1.9 
1.5 
1.4 
1.9 
1.8 
1.8 
1.5 
8.0 
1.1 
1.5 

8.9 
8.1 
8.9 
8.0 
8.8 
8.3 
3.3 
3.3 

a6 

8.9 

PereL 
18 
3.6 

as 

4.0 
4.1 
4.8 
53 
4.7 
3.7 

Pr  et. , 

l.H  ' 

New  Jersey • .....* 

1.5 

Oblo * 

1.4 

Indiana.. ........x.... 

1.8 

IlUnolfl 

1.8  I 

WlMonfin  ,,..,-..„..,......... 

1.7 

Kansas 

1.4 

Nebraska 

3.2 

Hon  th  Carolina 

1.1 

Tenneasoe 

1.4 
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The  uuequal  ratesof  taxation  arc  exhibited  in  thefollowing  table,  which 
gives  the  percentages  of  national  and  State  taxation  in  tbe  x>rincipal 
cities  of  the  country  for  the  year  1875. 


CitiM. 


RoetoB.... 
N«v  York. 


1I4UIV.  ...... 

l*hlua«lphU 
PlUsborxh .. 
B^ttmora ... 
WMhlncUA. 
XewOrfoaiM 

l4NltaTfll»... 

CiociuuU... 
ClenBlABd... 


IGMO 

tr«U. 


Be 

Milwankw 

s«latIiOQk «, 

SaiatPiMil 


lutes  of  taxation. 

U.S. 

SUte. 

Total. 

^  Peret 

PereL 

Perct, 

1.4 

1.9 

3L3 

2.0 

3.1 

5.1 

3.0 

3.6 

6.6 

2.0 

a8 

8.8 

1.4 

0.5 

1.5 

1.3 

2.0 

a3 

1.4 

a3 

1.7 

1.6 

a3 

1.0 

1.3 

0.5 

1.8 

2.0 

3.6 

4.6 

1.1 

3.3 

3.4 

2.3 

3.5 

4.8 

1.8 

1.3 

.^1 

2.3 

3.0 

5.3 

1.2 

2.8 

4.0 

1.3 

3.3 

3.5 

The  following  table  gives  the  amount  and  ratio  to  capital  of  State 
and  national  taxation  for  the  years  1874  and  1875|  by  geographical 
divisions: 

1674. 


Gcosraphical  diviaioDi. 

Capital* 

▲monntof  tazea. 

Batioflto  capital. 

T7.S. 

* 

State. 

TotaL 

U.S. 

State. 

Total. 

N>v  Eflgland  States 

Iflddle  Dtatea 

1100, 517, 3G6 

190, 163, 189 

33,558,483 

109,513,801 

§1,896,533 

3,335,435 

436,540 

1,597,583 

12,980.484 

3,911,:i71 

517,792 

2,210.679 

$4,877,017 

7,236,796 

054,333 

3,808,364 

Petctm 
1.3 
1.7 
1.3 
1.5 

* 

PtrdL 
1.8 
8.1 
1.5 
2.0 

P0tH. 

ao 

3.8 

s^ootfaenSiatea 

We«cn  States  and  Terr'e 

3.8 
3.5 

United  State* 

493,751,679 

7,256^083 

9,690,386 

16,876,409 

1.5 

2.0 

315 

1875. 


Nrw  Koclaad  States 

Ikliddle  otatea 

1164.316,333 

]93,58S..'i07 

34,485,483 

111,300,568 

11,937.010 

3,300,498 

445,048 

1,634,969 

13, 016,  ."07 

4,063,459 

476,236 

2, 503;  890 

|4.  Ki.\  :>53 

7,382,957 

931,384 

4,137,859 

1.2 
1.7 
1.3 
1.5 

1.8 
2.1 
1.4 
SL4 

3.0 

an 

SoatiMvn  State* 

2.7 

WcMtem  State*  and  Terr'* 

ao 

rnited  States 

903,687.011 

7,317,531 

10,0S8|183 

17,375^653 

1.5 

8.0 

a5 

*  Tbe  ^tal  of  the  bank*  which  reported  State  taxes  in  1874  was  $476,836,031 ;  in  1875  it  waa 

^^^^h^^Pj  *^^^^^^SVPt#S 
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An  estimate  of  the  total  taxation  of  thenationai  banl 
years  ending  ia  1875  was  given  in  my  last  annual  rcfK 
peated  here,  with  the  substitution  of  the  correct  omoant^ 
place  of  the  partly  estimated  ones  then  given : 


Years. 

Capital  stock. 

Amount  of  taxes. 

BatJi] 

United  SUtes. 

SUte. 

TotaL 

tJ.  S. 

1866 

1867 

1868 

I860 

18TO 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

$410,593,435 
433,804,666 
430, 143, 491 
419,619.860 
439,314,041 
451,904.133 
478,956,958 
468,778,418 
493,751,679 
503,687.911 

$7,949,451 

9,585,607 

9,465,658 

10,081,844 

10,190.683 

10,649.895 

6,703,910 

'      7.004^646 

7,356,083 

7,317,531 

$8,060,938 
8,813,187 
8,757,656 
7,397,096 
7,465,675 
7,86CS078 
6,343,778 
6,499,748 
9,699,396* 

10^056,133* 

$16,019,380 
18,338^734 
18,883,308 
17,378^340 
17,656,357 
18,500,973 
15,047,683 
15,504,304 
16,870,400 
17,375^653 

1.9 
2.  a 
a.  3 

S.4 

SL4 

S.4 

1.4 

1.4 

1.  .■• 

1.5 

Section  5204  of  the  Bevised  Statutes  provides  that  no  naj 
shall  withdraw,  or  permit  to  be  withdrawn,  either  in  the  fo 
dends  or  otherwise,  any  portion  of  its  capital.  It  also  pn 
losses  and  bad  debts  shall  be  deducted  from  the  net  profits 
dividend  shall  be  declared,  and  that  all  debts  due  to  an  assi 
which  interest  is  due  and  unpaid  for  a  period  of  six  months, 
same  are  well  secured  and  in  process  of  collection,  shall  be 
bad  debts  within  the  meaning  of  the  law.  This  provision  i^ 
to  include  stocks  and  bonds  upon  which  interest  is  past  due 
promissory  notes.  The  national-bank  examiners  have  beei 
instructed  to  scrutinuEe  the  loans  of  the  banks  and  report  the 
bad  debts  held  by  them ;  these  instructions  have  been  oarefnllj 
and  have  been  followed  by  extensive  correspondence  from  i 
with  the  banks,  to  which  facts  may  in  a  great  degree  be  attri 
charging  off  of  a  veiy  considctrable  amount  of  losses,  as  sho\^ 

The  following  table,  t^hich  is  the  first  of  the  kind  in  refere 
tional  banks  ever  prepu^,  exhibits  by  States  and  principal 
losses  charged  off  by  the  national  banks  during  the  two  dividei 
of  six  months  each,  ending  on  Mwoh  1  and  September  1, 187(1 


states  and  eitles. 


Maine 

Vew  Hampshire . . 

Vermont 

MasaaobQsetts .... 

Boston 

Rhode  Island 

Conneotioat 

New  York 

New  York  City 

Albany 

New  Jersey 

FennsylTauia 

Philadelphia.. 

nttobnrgh 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Baltimore 

Washington... 

Virginia 

West  Virginia 

VorthCaroUjia.... 


Maroh  1,18TB. 

Septenbsr2.ie7«. 

Kaof 
BMika. 

Amooat. 

Ko.of 
BMiks. 

AmoDOt 

16 

•09,013  35 

94 

•97.775  10 

IS 

«0,ffy4  06 

94 

m38D«5 

10 

47,040  80 

17 

ltt,39Uli: 

85 

337,254  65 

109 

919.404  60 

30 

471,11.^98 

43 

1,197,606  70 

24 

834. 163  45 

91 

903,  ^1  'i.-) 

43 

946,760  89 

44 

»U,07»M 

Od 

471,725  71 

193 

S98.951  Kl 

30 

2,288,094  10 

43 

4,585,065  b7 

3 

57,687  01 

3 

39,387  00 

SS 

118,976  06 

37 

181. 63S  ]:> 

60 

197,013  13 

ei 

536.819  13 

15 

79,485  07 

13 

W.491  07 

11 

76,533  97 

14 

857,317  53 

% 

1.039  59 

5 

3,S30  1HI 

6 

803  67 

9^ 

83,258  33 

10 

260,665  99 

11 

615,549  03 

S 

8,199  17 

4 

8,706  19 

19 

30.554  03 

13 

68,40^46 

5 

9,777  49 

4 

176  85 

3 

21,375  97 

6 

89,344  75 
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8Ut««  and  qIUm. 


Maioh  I,  1676. 


September  1, 1876. 


SaatfcGuoUaft 


VewOrleuis 

TerM 

Arkaaaw 

Kmtoeky 

LoaUviHe.... 

Ohio '.y.v.v, 

CiaciDMti  .. 

Clerelud ... 

TodiaBs 

UUmito , 

Clucago 

ICkbtgMi 

DMr«il 

WieooBsin 

MftlwaakM... 
Iowa 


Saint  Loiiia. 


OrMum 

CaUKiiBi* 

SaaFnociMO 


tJtak 

KawKaiico. 


Idaho 


Totala. 


Ko.of 
Banks. 


6 
4 
3 
5 
« 
1 

4 

« 

S3 

3 

4 

35 

31 

15 

S3 

1 

16 

3 

89 

16 

10 

3 

7 

4 

1 

1 

8 

6 

1 

3 

1 


806 


Amonot. 


•30,005  00 
40.289  88 
15,764  58 
73^839  00 
38,353  66 
fii486  09 

8,637  41 
18,611  01 

9, 176  41 

187, 895  75 

35,399  95 

39,033  30 

143,564  63 

76,350  34 

193. 3S3  66 

51,712  til 

^  165  06 
53,304  80 
16,574  15 
95,931  48 
26,238  50 
32,157  31 
39,159  30 

8. 815  01 

11^763  39 

45  83 

3,196  33 

181,350  55 

16, 914  87 

3485 

3,190  04 
18  50 


9^089  64 


6^501.109  88 


No.  of 
Banks. 


6 

10 
4 

7 
8 


14 

7 

11 

71 

3 

5 

36 

47 

12 

34 

3 

17 

2 

33 

14 

11 

4 

7 

4 

1 

3 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 


1,094 


Amount. 


•73,861  04 
190,270  30 

56,864  44 
445,871  43 

15,603  93 


20,193  77 

40,499  78 

26,403  70 

362,699  67 

66, 817  50 

30,275  63 

300, 039  14 

167,676  16 

902,068  50 

i:$^,  064  04 

46,454  78 

16, 186  29 

26,868  77 

186,443  66 

28,  S04  01 

11,713  05 

918,059  15 

18,739  94 

3,906  90 

i>,709  76 

15^655  33 

81,868  65 

45,137  33 

3,781  35 

126  33 

3,645  30 

8^668  83 

392  23 


13,317,856  80 


TotaL 


•103,860  13 

160,560  18 

73,039  02 

519, 701  41 

41,957  59 

84,486  CO 

28,831  18 

59,103  70 

3.%SS0  11 

550, 525  43 

103,310  45 

53,308  03 

452,603  77 

244,026  40 

395, 302  25 

189, 776  95 

51.  619  84 

69,491  18 

43. 443  93 

383,375  14 

54,742  60 

44,409  36 

357.318  45 

37,544  95 

16,670  19 

5,75%;i8 

17,8STfe 

809,119  90 

62,052  80 

3,616  10 

3,316  36 

3,663  80 

3,606  65 

9,474  86 


10,719,086  43 


This  table  represents  returns  from  all  the  national  banks  transacting 
business  which  charged  losses  to  profit  and  loss  or  surplus  acconntsrdar- 
ing  the  periods  named ;  and  it  shows  that  the  total  losses  disposed  of 
were,  during  the  first  period,  $6,501,169.82,  and  in  the  second  period 
•13^17^856.60,  making  a  total  of  $19,719,026.42.  The  amount  charged 
off  by  toe  New  York  City  banks  during  the  year  was  $6,873,759.97,  by  the 
Boston  banks  $1,698,722.68,  by  the  Pittsburgh  banks  $333,851.56,  by 
the  Baltimore  banks  $876,207.32,  and  by  the  New  Orleans  banks 
$519,701.41.  A  small  proportion  of  these  unavailable  assets  will  doubt- 
less be  ultimately  recovered;  but  there  are  still  other  considerable  amounts 
of  doubtfid  debts  held  by  the  banks,  and  it  is  probable  that  an  amount 
nearly  as  great  as  that  shown  by  tne  foregoing  table  will  be  charged 
to  surplus  or  profit  and  loss  during  the  ensuing  year. 

The  banks  in  the  principal  cities  have  for  three  years  past  held  large 
amounts  of  currency  as  a  dead  weight,  which  greatly  augments  the 
Domioal  amount  of  deposits  reported  by  them.  There  is  no  provision 
of  law  for  disposing  of  this  excess,  either  by  funding,  as  originally  au- 
thorized by  the  legal-tender  act,  or  by  redemption  in  specie,  either  of 
which  would  reduce  the  amount  of  circulation.  The  rate  of  interest 
prevailing  has  therefore  been  unprecedented]^  low,  the  average  rate  in 
the  city  of  New  York  for  the  three  years  ending  June  30,  1870,  having 
been  3.4  per  cent,  upon  call  loans  and  5.8  per  cent,  on  commercial  pa- 
per; while  the  average  rate  during  the  year  has  been  3.3  per  cent,  on 
call  loans  and  5.3  per  cent,  on  commercial  paper.  It  is  therefore  seen 
that  the  rate  during  the  fiscal  year  of  1875-'76  was  somewhat  less  than 
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the  average  rate  for  the  three  years  mentioned.*  Tbe  banks  Iia\  e 
held  a  large  amount  of  money  which  could  not  be  used  at  reniuu 
tive  rates.  The  Government  is  receiving  a  revenue  from  tho  b.i 
which  is  more  than  equal  to  all  taxes  paid  by  them  before  the  v 
while  tbe  States  are  also  increasing  the  burdens  which  previoi 
were  as  great  as  could  be  borne.  Within  the  past  two  years  sevei 
one  banks,  and  since  the  organization  of  the  system  two  hundred  i 
seven  banks,  have  gone  into  voluntary  liquidation,  chiefly  on  acco 
of  excessive  taxation,  while  during  the  last  year  fewer  banks  b 
been  organized  than  in  any  previous  year  since  1869;  and  uu] 
some  favorable  legislation  is  obtained  a  very  considerable  numboj 
banks  will  retire  from  the  system  to  engage  in  private  banking, 
previous  reports  the  Comptroller  has  called  the  attention  of  Con^ 
to  the  fact  that  the  amount  of  tax  to  which  the  national  banks  are  si 
ject  (the  average  rate,  including  State  and  national,  being  about  tin 
and  one-half  per  centum  per  annum]  is  much  greater  than  that  imp^.H 
on  any  other  capital  in  the  country.  The  reason  for  this  will  be  ^ 
parent  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  data  for  the  assessment  and  t;i 
ation  of  national  banks  can  always  be  obtained  from  their  pabli^L 
statements,  while  the  amount  of  the  capital  of  other  corporations,  p 
vate  firms,  and  individuals  cannot  be  as  accurately  determined.  11 
tax  on  bank  deposits  was  essentially  a  war  tax;  and  such  impost  tic  i 
having  been  long  since  removed  fxx>m  every  other  similar  interests,  tl 
Comptroller  is  fully  of  the  opinion  that  justice  to  all  parties  requires  i 
removal  from  this  oHe  also.  The  recommendation  for  the  repeal  of  t  !i 
provision  imposing  a  tax  upon  bank  deposits,  and  also  of  the  one  n 
quiring  the  affixing  of  a  two-cent  stamp  upon  bank-checks,  is  renewr* 
if,  in  the  judgment  of  Congress,  a  sufficient  amount  of  revenue  for  tj 
support  of  the  Government  can  be  more  equitably  derived  from  otlui 
sources 

DIVIDENDS  AND  EABNINGS. 

Section  5212  of  the  Bevised  Statutes  provides  that  the  national  bauki 
shall  report  to  tho  Comptroller,  within  ten  days  after  declaring  any  di\ ; 
dend,  the  amount  of  such  dividend,  and  the  amount  of  net  earnings  n 
excess  of  sach  dividend.  From  these  returns  the  following  table  ba  \ 
been  prepared,  exhibiting  the  aggregate  capital  and  sun>la8)  total  diM 
dends,  and  total  net  earnings  of  the  national  banks,  with  the  ratio  oj 
dividends  to  capital,  and  to  capital  and  surplus,  and  of  eamiugs  to  cap 
ital  and  surplus,  for  each  half-year,  commencing  March  ],18G9,  aixi 
ending  September  1, 1876 ;  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  avcra;;t« 
aunutd  dividends  ui)on  capital  during  the  last  year  were  less  Uian  uiuv 
and  one-half  per  cent.,  while  tbe  ratio  of  dividends  to  capital  and  sur 
plus  in  tho  same  i)erio>d  was  only  seven  and  one-half  per  cent: 

*The  average  rate  of  intereet  in  New  York  City  for  the  fiscal  years  ending  Jane  ;!0. 
1874,  '7r>,  and  '76,  as  ascertained  from  data  derived  from  tho  Journal  <(f  Ccmmtroe  sod  tbr 
Financial  Cknmide  of  that  city,  was  as  foUows : 

1874,  call  loans,  3.8  per  cent ;  commercial  paper,  G.4  {tor  cent 

1875,  call  loans,  3.0  per  cent. ;  commercial  paper,  5.6  i>er  cent. 

1876,  call  loans,  3.3  i)er  cent. ;  commercial  itai^er,  5.3  per  cent. 
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It&TIOB. 

reriodofsix 
moBthsend- 

No.  of 
banks. 

Cspilal. 



1 

Total  net 
eaiDiu^s. 

Surplus. 

Total  ilivi- 
deuds. 

Divi- 
dends to 
capital. 

Dividends 
tocapital 
and  sur- 
plus. 

Eamiof!f« 
tocapital 
and  sur> 
plus. 

Ptret. 

JVrct 

Per€t 

S^pL  hltftO 

l,4Sl 

$401.  G50  W3 

|»2, 105. 848 

$21,7C7.K» 

#29,221,184 

5. 42 

4.50 

ao4 

Mar.  1«18T0 

1.571 

416,366.091 

86,116,310 

21.479.095 

2-,  996, 934 

5.16 

4.27 

5.77 

Sept.  It  1870 

1.601 

495,317.104 

01.630,620 

31,080,343 

96,813,88.') 

4.96 

4.08 

5.19 

Mar.  l,18n 

1,605 

42^609,165 

04.673,401 

32.205,150 

27,243,102 

5.1H 

4.24 

5.21 

SfipL  1,1871 

1,609 

445,990,964 

96, 386,  SMI 

22,125,379 

27, 315, 311 

4.  m 

.    4.07 

5.03 

Mar.  1,1879 

1.750 

450,693,706 

09,431,343 

SS,83e,83rt 

27,502,539 

5.07 

4.16 

5.00 

S^pL  l,18f79 

1.8S9 

465.676,033 

105,181.043 

83,827,289 

30, 572, 891 

5.12 

4.17 

.'■..36 

Mar.  1.1813 

1.919 

475,918,683 

114,357,388 

84,896,061 

.11,936.478 

5.33 

4.21 

5.41 

iM'pL  1.1811 

1.955 

488,100.951 

118,113.848 

84,823,029 

33,122,000 

5.09 

4.09 

5. 4(i 

Mar.  1,1874 

1.967 

489,510,333 

133, 469, 859 

83,509,998 

29, 544, 120 

4.81 

3.84 

4. 82 

S«pt«  1,1874 

1,971 

489,938,384 

138,364.039 

34.939,307 

30,036.811 

5.09 

4.0:1 

4.86 

Mar.  1,1875 

9.007 

493,568,831 

131.560.637 

34,750,816 

29, 136, 007 

.1. 01 

3.98 

4.  a; 

.S4t»(.  1,1875 

1^047 

497,864,833 

134. 193. 649 

34,317,785 

88,800.317 

4.88 

aai 

4.56 

Mar.  1,1876 

9jfim 

504. 309. 491 

134.467,.'S95 

84,811,581 

33,097,931 

4.92 

3.H8 

3.6Q 

Sept.  1,1876 

9,061 

500,482,371 

12S;3Sl,<n8 

32,563,829 

20,540,231 

4.50 

a  57 

3.20 

T)ie  foUowing  table  ei^iibits  similar  ratios  by  ^^eograplrical  divisions 
for  the  years  1875  and  1876 : 


Geo^rspbical  divisioos. 


N>wEo2lMid  States 

Middle  Statea 

t<<NitlMn  States 

^'estem  States  sad  Territories 

United  SlAtea 

—  ■     n        ■       .  .     .^  y 


1875. 


1876. 


DiTi- 
dendsto 
capital 


PereL 
9.6 

9.8 

a7 

10.7 
9.9 


Dirid'nds 
tocapital 
and  sur 
plus. 


PereL 

7.0 
7.6 
7.7 
8.6 
7.8 


Kaniings 
tocapital 
and  sur- 
plus. 


Perct. 

a7 

8.2 

9.8 

11.6 

9.3 


Divi. 
dendsto 
capital. 


PereL 
a4 
9.8 
&8 
10.3 
9.4 


Divld'nds 
tocapital 
and  snr 
plus. 


PereL 
6.7 
7.7 
7.6 
H.1 
7.5 


Earnings 
to  capital 
and  suC' 
pins. 


Per  cL 


6.5 
5.5 

a6 

9.9 
6.9 


A  tabular  statement  is  subjoined  showing  by  geographical  divisions 
Lbo  ratios  for  the  last  six  years,  and  the  average  ratios  for  the  whole 
lieriod: 


Satio  of  dividends  to  capital  for  six  months  ending— 

Gsegiapliical  divisioDs. 

1871. 

181S. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

Aver- 

• 

Mar. 
1. 

PVct 
Swl 
5.0 
6.1 
5.7 
&3 

P'rct 
4.9 
4.9 
S.9 
5.3 
5.0 

Mar. 
1. 

P'rct 
5.0 
&1 
&0 
5.3 
5.1 

Sejt 

Mar. 
1. 

PVct 
&1 
5.0 
4.6 
5.5 
SlI 

Mar. 
1. 

PVct 
4.9 
4.6 
4.3 
5.0 
4.8 

Sept 

1. 

PVct 
4.9 
5.0 
4.8 
5.6 
5.1 

Mar. 
1. 

Sejt 

Mar. 
1. 

PVct 
4.4 

as 

4.5 

as 

4.9 

T 

New  KnjdsDd  states 

P'ret 
4.9 
4.9 
5.3 
5i9 
5kl 

P'rct 
5.1 
SlI 
&3 
5.5 
&3 

PVct 
4.9 

ao 

4.3 

a4 

5.0 

PVct 
4.8 
4.8 
4.4 

a3 

4.0 

PVct 
4.0 
4.6 
4.3 

ai 

4.5 

rvct. 

4  9 

Middle  fotes. 

5.0 

s^mtkon  StaCee 

.10 

HVptem  Stateeand  Territories 
United  Stetoe 

.'i.4 
5.0 

EAtlo  of  diridends  to  capital  and  snrplns. 

Xffw  Knctittd  Statffl 

4.3 
4.0 
5.5 
4.7 
4.3 

4.1 
9.9 
4.8 
4.3 
4.1 

4.1 
4.0 
4.7 
4.4 

4.3 

4.0 

ao 

4.9 
4.9 
4.3 

4.1 
4.0 
4.7 
4.5 
4.3 

4.1 

ao 

4.3 
4.5 
4.1 

as 
a7 
ao 

4.1 

a8 

ao 

a8 

4.3 
4.5 
4.0 

xs 
a  9 
as 

4.4 

4.0 

ae 
a7 
a  9 

4.3 

a  9 

as 

4.1 

a9 

4.1 

a9 

• 

as      4^ 

MiddYeStotee. 

a  6 
a7 

4.0 
^6 

a  9 

ikmthttm  States 

WeetecB  Statee  and  Tenitories 
UnitedStatee 

4.5 
4.4 

4.1 

15  Ab 
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PAPERS  ACCOMPANYING  THE 


RESERVE. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  movemeDts  of  legal-tender  ri>\ 
consisting  ot  specie  and  legaUtender  notes,  of  the  Xew    York 
national  banks,  weekly,  daring  the  month  of  October,  for  the  Li^: 
years: 


Week  ending- 


Specie. 


Legal-tonden. 


October  5,1913 
October  12»  1873 
October  l»,lkn3 
October  20^1878 
October  4,1873 
October  1M873 
October  18, 1873 
October  S5b  1873 
October  3^1874 
October  10, 1874 
October  17, 1874 
October  24, 1874 
October  31, 1874 
October  3,1875 
October  9,1875 
October  16, 1875 
October  23, 1875 
October  30. 1875 
October  7,1876 
October  14, 1876 
October  21, 1876 
October  28, 1876 


18,469. 

10.070, 

10, 657, 

9.234, 

9,240. 

10,506, 

11.650, 

11,433, 

15,373, 

14.517, 

12.691. 

11, 457. 

lU,  324, 

5,438, 

5,716, 

5.528, 

5,735, 

l^,  975, 

17,682, 

16,?J33, 

15,  577, 

14.011, 


700 
200 
400 
300 
300 
900 
100 
500 
400 
700 
400 
900 
900 
90U 
200 
bOO 
000 
600 
600 
600 
500 
000 


$37,008,500 
40,675.100 
46.260.100 
46,885,000 
9.2:>1,900 
8,049,300 
5,179.800 
7,187,300 
&i,  297, 600 
52,152.000 
51,855,100 
49, 893, 900 
50.773,000 
56,ibl,500 
51,342,300 
4^,  5«,  700 
47,300,900 
45, 762, 800 
45,535,600 
43, 004,  COO 
41, 4'il,  700 
41, 645, 600 


TotaL 


•46,468,900 
50,745,300 
56, 917, 500 
56,119,300 

16.492,900 

ie,59C,200 

16.829.900 

18,ft».800 

68,671,000 

66,669.700 

64.546.500 

61. 351. 800 

61,097,900 

61,620,400 

57,05^,500 

54,111.900 

53.035,900 

54,738,460 

63,218,200 

59, 238, 200 

56. 999, 200 

55. 657.  iUO 


/^1 


I 


The  smallest  amount  of  reserve  held  by  the  national  banks  of  > 
York  City  was  in  1873,  for  the  week  ending  on  October  18,  when  i 
amount  was  reduced  during  the  panic  to  $16,829,900,  or  to  10.7:2 
cent,  of  their  liabilities,  of  which  only  $5,179,800  was  in  lcgaI-toi:<i 
notes.  The  percentage  held  for  the  corresponding  week  in  the  Septi  i 
ber  previous  was  23.55  per  cent.,  and  for  the  corresponding  week 
November  of  the  same  year,  24.10  per  cent.  The  average  amount  of  r  I 
reserve  held  by  the  banks  in  October,  1874,  was  fully  equal  to  the  aveni] 
of  the  previous  years,  being  29  per  cent,  of  their  liabilities.  The  sinuy.w 
beldin  October,  1875,  was  26.4  percent.,  and  in  1876  it  was  28.8  per  c»:j 
upon  liabilities. 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  weekly  returns  to  the  New  Vi.j 
clearing-house,  exhibits  the  average  liabilities  and  reserve,  togetLi 
with  the  average  amount  of  legal- tender  notes  and  specie  and  the  rati 
of  each  to  liabilities,  of  the  New  York  City  banks  in  October  of  iM<; 
year  from  1870  to  1876 : 


Datoc 

LUbllitles. 

ReacrvQ. 

Ratio  to  U«bmUf«. 

Legal  tond- 
ere. 

Specie. 

ToUl. 

Legal, 
tenders. 

Sped*.      T. '. 

Per  will. 

PeretnL  fVrf 

October,  1R70 

•194,034,979 

$46, 603. 058 

•10,702,843 

157,365,901 

24.0 

5.6           '2*  . 

October,  lb7i 

209,421,950 

45. 799, 550 

8,769,000 

54,568,590 

91.0 

4.8           tt.  i 

October.  1873 

194,103.050 

42, 054. 675 

9.607,900 

58,562,575 

22.2 

19     1    tr:  1 

October,  1873 

157,171,475 

7,417,075 

10, 707. 700 

18.124,775 

1.7 

as     .    t: 

October,  1874 

222, 510. 980 

51.594,320 

12.873,060 

64,467.380 

23.2 

56      1     •.•'  » 

October.  1875 

212, 787.  IHO 

49,834,040 

6,278,840 

56. 112. 880 

23.4 

ao        '.^  4 

October,  1H76 

204,033,625 

42, 901. 875 

15,  K7C.  325 

58,778.300 

21.0 

7.8          ->  - 

A  table  showing  the  average  weekly  deposits,  circulation,  and reserv 
of  these  banks  for  the  months  of  September  and  October,  since  1870,  ^ ;! 
be  found  in  the  appendix. 

The  following  tables  exhibit  the  amount  of  circulation,  net  deposit: 
and  reserve  held  by  the  national  banks  in  the  States  and  Tenitohe: 
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(exclusive  of  reserve  cities),  iu  New  York  City,  and  in  the  other  prin- 
cipal cities,  together  with  the  total  amount  in  the  country,  at  three 
periods  in  each  year  from  1871  to  the  present  time : 

STATES  AND  TERRITORIES,  EXCLUSIVS  OF  RESERVE  CITIE8. 


Bites. 


ApvH  29. 1871 

Joae  10^1671 

October  9^  1871.... 

Apirill9,1879 

Jose  10,1013 

October  3^  1872.... 

April  99^  1873 

Joae  iaklfi73 

Septoinber  19;  1873 

Kay  1,1674 

Jane  90^1874 

October  9. 1874.... 

ld«7  LISTS 

Joae  30,1875 

October  1,1675.... 

May  19. 1876 

JoDO  9\1870 

October  9;  1818.... 


Nam* 
ber  of 


1.489 
1,497 
1.537 

1,616 
1.696 
1,C89 

1,739 
1.737 
1.747 

1,751 
1.755 
1,774 

1,615 

1.645 
1,851 

1,653 
1.855 
1,853 


LUbiUtiee. 


CInbU- 
tion. 


909.8 
904.9 
910.9 

990.1 
S22.0 
297.3 

931.9 
939.8 
933.1 

935.B 
935.4 
934.1 

931.5 

929.8 
930.7 

939.4 

918.8 
218.6 


Ketde- 

poeite. 


935.8 
941.1 
957.4 

967.3 
968.8 
282.1 

99a7 
994.0 
303.8 

286.9 

287.4 
993.4 

305.9 
311.5 
30&7 

298.7 

998.7 
99L9 


Total. 


MUUom  UaUom  JUiOiont 


43a  6 
445.3 
467.6 

487.4 
480.8 
500.4 

599L0 
587.7 
536.9 

982.0 

502.8 
527.5 

936.7 
541.3 
537.4 

521.1 
517.5 
909.8 


Keeerre 
req'red. 


65i8 
66.8 
70.1 

73.1 
7a6 

7G.4 

7a4 

7a9 

80.6 

7a4 
7a  5 

79.9 

80.5 
81.9 
80.7 

7a9 
77.6 
76.5 


Reaerve  held. 

Amoimt 

RaUo 

toliabU- 

itiea. 

Oa7 
101.7 

9a  9 

Percent 
22.6 
92L8 
91.9 

oao 

101.8 
97.8 

90.9 
2a7 
19.9 

105.7 

luao 

110.5 

90.9 
90.6 
20.6 

119.6 
111.5 
100.6 

21.6 
91.3 
19.1 

ioa7 

105l9 
100.1 

las 

19.4 

ia6 

104.5 
103.8 
100.0 

2ai 

90.1 
19.6 

Specie. 


MiUkmi 
9  5 
9.0 
1.8 

9L6 
1.0 
9.0 

1.6 
1.7 
S.1 

9.4 
9.9 
9.4 

1.5 
1.6 
L6 

1.0 
9.5 

2.8 


Other 
UwftU 
money. 


AfiBMffuJtfaieiM 


40.5 
40.4 
41.9 

43L9 
49.1 
43.3 

45.1 
44.9 
44.5 

sai 

47.3 

45.5 

47.1 
4Sl9 
45.9 

45.9 
44.1 
41.8 


SSkt 
90.S 

5&6 

ai9 

AT.t 
99.9 

9A.0 
69.3 
63.0 

00.1 
09.0 
59l7 

90.1 
9&4 

53.3 

56.7 

57.9 
55.4 


NEW  YORK  CITT. 


AprU99,1871 

June  10, 1871 

October  ^1871.... 

April  19. 1873 

Jane  10, 1879 

October  3, 1879.... 

April  93^  1873 

Judo  I9L 1873 

Scptemoer  19, 1873 

May  1,1874 

Jane  96, 1874 

October  9, 1874.... 

Hay  1.1875 

Jni>A3Q.ld75 

October  1,1875.... 

Majl9,1876 

JaiH>30,ld76 

Octobers,  1876.... 


54 

54 
54 

51 
51 
50 

49 
40 
48 

48 

48 
48 

48 
48 
48 

47 
47 
47 


MQUom 
31.8 
31.0 
30.6 

98.6 
98.3 

9ai 
9ao 

97.7 

9a9 

97.9 
96.2 
95.3 

91.0 
19.9 
1&3 

lai 

15.6 
14.8 


M%aUm$iiaUong 


lO&l 
911.0 
191.3 

179.0 
196.9 
15a  0 

163.6 
186.5 
179.0 

907.6 
906.4 
904.6 

197.5 
9ia4 
909.3 

180.5 
195.8 

loao 


996.0 
949.0 
8^1.9 

20a6 
925.9 
166ul 

191.6 
914.9 
900.9 

934.8 
933.6 
999.9 

2ia5 
937.6 
990.6 

196.6 
911.4 
919.8 


MmUmt 

56.7 
60.5 
5&6 

9ai 

56.3 
46.5 

47.9 

sao 

6a7 

58.1 
57.5 

54.6 

59.4 
511 

49.9 
52.8 
53.9 


MiUiofu 
65.7 
76.6 
50.9 

■53.4 
65.6 
45.4 

47.3 
64.4 
46.B 

71.3 
71.8 
6a3 

57.8 
7a  0 
60.5 

53.4 
65.1 
60.7 


PtromU. 
99.0 
31.7 
9a7 

sao 

29.1 
94.4 

24.7 
30.1 
23.4 

3a4 

30.9 
29.7 

26.4 
32.2 
97.4 

27.2 

30.8 
28.5 


I 


11.0 
11.4 

a7 

11.9 
15.9 

a4 

lai 

2a6 

14.6 

25.0 
15.5 
14.4 

a7 

13.7 

ao 

lao 
lai 

14.6 


uaiunu 
oas 
6a9 
aas 

4L5 
50.4 
39.0 

34.9 

40.8 
32.3 

4a3 
56.3 
5a9 

51.1 
62.9 
55.5 

37.4 
47.0 
4a  1 

1 

OTHER  RESERVE  CITIES. 


April  90, 1871 

June  to,  1871 

October  9. 1071 

171 
179 
176 

MiOionsMraiioni 
71.6  1    179.6 

79.5  1    180.0 

74.6  '    188.1 

jnOion# 
931.9 
969l4 

2(&7 

Mmions 
02.8 

a\6 

03.7 

MiUiou 
79.1 
831 
7a  3 

Percent 
31.5 
31.7 
2a  7 

^iUionJ 
3.9 

2.8 
1.5 

45.8 
47.9 

4a  6 

Mittioni 
99.4 
3ai 
31.9 

April  19,  urn 

Jane  10, 1879 

October  3L 1873 

176 
176 
180 

7a  6 
7a8 

7a  1 

183.0 
199.1 
179.6 

9Ga5 
274.9 

257.7 

65.1 

fa  7 

61.4 

71.4 
79.1 

cas 

27.4 
2a8 

3a9 

ai 

2.8 
1.0 

3a4 
4a  6 

36.7 

29.9 
3X7 
2a3 

April  93. 1873 

June  13. 1073 

Sepcenber  19, 1873 . 

181 
189 
181 

7a  9 
7a9 

77.8 

loao 

9ia5 
107.5 

974.3 
27a  3 

68.6 
Ga8 

73.4 

8a8 

71.8 

2a4 

2ao 

26.1 

39 
2.7 

a2 

40.4 
4X3 
3a3 

29.8 
34.9 
333 

May  1.1874 

June  96, 1874 

October  9,1874 

179 
180 
189 

77.3 

7a  9 

73.1 

2ia9 
219.1 

9ia5 

29a  9 

2cao 

983L1 

72.1 
74.0 
73.3 

84.3 

87.4 

7ao 

20.2 
2;».5 
95.9 

ai 

4.5 
4.5 

4a  4 
47.4 
40.4 

3X7 
3a5 
31.1 

Mayl.W79 

Jutw«30,  lf(75 

October  1, 1873  

183 
181 
180 

70.8 
60.1 
09.4 

917,9 
995.5 
232.9 

988.7 
994.6 
992.3 

79l9 
73.7 
7a  1 

73.0 

7ao 

74.5 

2ao 

9a4 
25.5 

a7 

1.5 

41.1 

4a  0 
4a7 

9a5 

31.3 
39.3 

May  19.1^70 

jaM3B,un« 

Octobers;  1870 

189 
180 
189 

61.7 
60.0 

5a4 

313.0 

9iao 

2ia3 

ff7a6 
979.0 
274.7 

68.9 
69.8 
6a7 

72.7 
77.8 
7a  1 

30.0 
97.0 
27.7 

a8 

4.7 

4.0 

3a8 

43  4 

4a  1 

.10.1 
3X7 
33L0 
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PAPERS  ACCOMPANYING   THE 


SUMMAKY. 


Dates. 


April  SO,  1871  . 
June  10, 1871.. 
Octobers,  1871 

April  10, 1878. 
Jane  10, 1678... 
October  3, 1873 


April  85^  1(773 

Jane  i;i  1873 

September  12, 18rj 

Maj  1.1674 

Jane  86, 1874 

October  8, 1674.... 


May  1,1875 

Jane  30, 1875 ^ 

October  1, 1875.... f 

May  18, 1876 

Jane30,187fi  

October  8,1676.... 


Nam* 
berof 
banks. 


1,707 
l,7i3 
1,767 

1,843 
1,853 
1,019 

1,068 
1,068 
1,076 

1.078 
1,083 
8,004 

8,040 
8,076 
2,087 

8,089 
3,001 
8,0d9 


LiabiUtics. 


Circula- 
tion. 


MUlionM 
306.1 
307.8 
315.5 

385.3 

337.  r 

333.5 

33ai 
33&8 
330.1 

340.3 
338.5 
338.5 

383.3 
318.1 
3ia4 

300.8 
804.4 
891.8 


Netde* 
poaite. 


MiOioruMiUions 


610.5 
641.0 
636.7 

033.8 

663.8 
619.8 

650.3 
601.9 
673.3 

704.7 

7iao 

716.5. 

720.6 
755.4 
731.9 

693.1 
713.5 
7QJ.5 


TotaL 


016.6 
040.7 
958.8 

94&5 
090.0 
053.3 

08^4 
1, 030. 7 
1,018.4 

1,045.0 
1,051.5 
1,050.5 

1,043.9 
1,07:1.5 
1,050.3 

093.3 

1,007.0 

907.3 


ILeaorvc 
re(l'reU. 


UiUiont  MUUom  P»«enL 


185.3 
108.9 
19L3 

188.4 
106.6 
187.4 

104.0 
804.9 
199.5 

900.1 
810.0 
810.0 

207.3 
814. 3 
808.9 

1W13 
800.3 
108.4 


ISeaorvo  held. 


Amount 


84a  5 
861.4 
833^4 

838.9 
846.5 
809.9 

88Sl4 
854.1 
889.1 

868.1 
870.7 
844.9 

830.5 
850.8 
835wl 

830.6 
246.7 
836.8 


Ratio 

toliabil 

ities. 


86.6 
27.5 
S4.5 

93.5 
84.9 
83.1 

29L8 
94.7 
88.6 

ai? 

25.7 
8X3 

83.1 
84.3 
23.3 

83.8 
84.5 

23.7 


iif  r*-i 


SiNjclei 


wmmuuea 


18L3 
16.9 
13.0 

19.6 
90.0 

las 

16.9 
88.0 
19.0 

39.5 
93.3 
9L3 

ia6 

19.0 
8.1 

21.7 
3a3 
81.4 


lawtul 


140.  1 

lai « 
194.  :> 

isi.  a 

194.1>  • 

iiao  I 

119.7 

iiaii  I 

141.  P 

1J9.8 

139.3 
151.1 
U1.4 

1S2.1 

13:t..' 


IUH.0 


BEDEM1*TI0N. 


The  foUoT^iDg  table  exhibits  the  amount  of  national- bank  notes  r 
ceived  monthly  by  the  OomptroUer  of  the  Currency  for  the  year  endin 
November  1, 1876,  and  the  amount  received  for  the  aame  period  at  tli 
redemption-agency  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  the  total  amount  n 
ceived  since  the  i^assage  of  the  act  of  June  20, 1871 : 


Moutba. 


1873. 

Norembor 

Deoember 

1876. 

Jannary 

Vebroary 

March 

April , 

May 

Jane 

July 

Aagost , 

September 

October 

Total , 

Beceived  from  Jane  90, 1874;  to 
November  1, 1875 

Gnnd  total 


SeceiTed  by  ComptitUler. 


Ifrom 

bankafor 

re-iaaae 

or  aur- 

rende^. 


$194,093 
138,9X0 

56,800 
931,330 
573,570 
976,141 
144.890 
800.804 

45.050 

87,350 
118,415 

50,153 


S,11Q|706 
7,356,766 


0,467,479 


From 
redemption- 
agency  for 
re-iaauo. 


17.498,600 
8,099,800 

7,161,645 
7,909,400 
4,984,810 
3,685,800 
5.603,000 
7,438,800 
4,685,000 
6,691,000 
8^950,900 
4,141,400 


73^634,155 
141, 909;  100 


314,506,855 


Kotea 
of  banka 
in  liqni. 

dation. 


•908,795 
196,305 

981,108 
938,950 
951,600 
199,177 
909,958 
348,066 
300,038 
405.750 
359,356 
136,980 


3,18i06S 
4,486»093 


7,671,006 


Under  act 

of  June  80, 

1874. 


Total. 


at  r^l**":    I 

tior. 

acru< 


1973,909 
1,464,767 

1,713.983 
1,945,137 
1,501,803 
1,737,617 
3,051,476 
3,346,656 
1,008,033 
3,745,914 
9,149.354 
1,639,847 


84,864,555 
13,129,464 


37.094,019 


18,870,357 
9, 901,  US 

0,913,536 
0,404,817 
7,310,763 
5,831,735 
9,1S9,9M 

11,334,906 
6,848,931 

10,830,014 
7.858,097 
0^909, 660 


109^793,901 
106,993^933 


969,798,734 


♦Uinr    . 
16^1Us:. 

90,341.' 

15,  •'-•" 

14.  rj- . 

91, 1>.  .' 

99. 5€ 

m  SU- 
IT, 910  '4 


91^149.(1^. 
9t9.33r  ic 


4S\4»,U 


From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  received  at  (b«* 
redemption-agency  of  the  Treasury,  during  the  year  ending  NovemlHT 
1, 1876,  $216,149,601;  of  whieh  amount  about  $72,000,000,  or  33}  ptr 
cent,  was  received  fh>m  the  banks  in  Kew  York  City*  The  total  amoaut 
received  by  the  Comptroller  for  destmctioo  from  the  redemption-ageoc} 
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and  from  the  nntional  banks  direct  was  $102,793.501 ;  of  which  amonnt 
$47,803,288  were  issaes  of  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  $39,008,292 
of  Boston,  $15,210,718  Philadelphia,  $8,926^713  Baltimore,  87,682,207 
Pittsburgh,  $3,387,940  Cincinnati,  $6,860,763  Ohicago,  $4,334,385  Saint 
Loais,  $2,514,883  New  Orleans,  $2,517,640  Albany,  and  $2,609,690  Cleve- 
land, There  was  $104,188,948  of  national-bank  circulation  outstanding 
on  IToTember  1  upon  which  the  charter-number  had  not  been  printed, 
and  $215,687,248  in  circulation  having  that  imprint. 

The  following 'table  exhibits  the  number  and  amount  of  national-bank 
notes,  of  each  denomination,  which  have  been  issued  and  redeemed 
since  the  organization  of  the  system,  and  the  number  and  amonnt  out- 
standing on  ^vember  1, 1876 : 


DcBomiDalioiifi. 


I. 
si 


10 

90.: 

90 

100 

SOO 

1.000 

AdA  and    tabtract  for 

notes  loat  or  dettroyeJI. 


Totilf. 


Kamber. 


iMoad. 


C,  3m,  448 

51,783.508 

9U,008»6SS 

6,086,493 

995,616 

710,900 

18,721 

5^539 


104,75^150 


SedMrnetL 


67,417,8S8 


OotateBdlag. 


1S,55«.708 

3^900^556 

5.334,546 

9(^008 

38,388, 058 

19,401.479 

io,;mb,su 

9.630,438 

*2,85S,»46 

3,934,248 

515,784 

480,831 

380^785 

315b  115 

18,917 

9,504 

5^973 

967 

37.338,331 


AmoQiit. 


Iiraed. 


118,849,964 

19,614,890 

258.917.640 

300,080.&I0 

191.790, 840 

49.980,750 

71,000.000 

9,360,500 

5^539,000 


747,466,410 


Bodeemed. 


115,556.708 

10, 649, 002 

161, 910, 2K) 

103, 699. 140 

57, 044, 920 

95^  789, 900 

39. 570, 500 

8. 109. 500 

5,979,000 

—  9,198 


427,502,914 


OatsUndiojp 


$3,999,556 

1,965,804 

97,007,360 

96,394,380 

64.684,990 

93,491,550 

•31,511.500 

1,959,000 

907,000 

+  9.126 


319,876,196 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  there  was  outstanding  on 
the  1st  day  of  November,  1876^  $5,258,360  only,  in  notes  of  denomina- 
tions less  than  five  dollars,  and  $97,007,360  in  five-dollar  notes.  At 
the  same  date  there  was  outstanding  $59,500,260  of  legal-tender  notes 
in  denominations  less  than  five  dollars  and  $51,870,390  in  five-dollar 
notes. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  national-bank  notes  received 
at  this  Office  and  destroyed^early  since  the  organization  of  the  system : 

Prior  to  NoTember  1. 18Cr> $175,490 

Daring  tho  year  ending  October  31,  1866 1,050,382 

ihuing  the  year  ending  October  31, 1867 3,401,433 

Daring  the  year  ending  October  31, 1868 4,602,825 

Daring  the  year  ending  October  31, 1869 8,603,729 

Daring  the  year  ending  October  31, 1870 14,305,689 

Daring  the  year  ending  Ootolier  31, 1871 24,344,047 

Daring  the  year  ending  October  31, 1872 30,211,720 

Doting  the  year  ending  October  31, 1873 36,433,171 

Daring  the  year  ending  October  31, 1874 49,939,741 

Daring  the  year  ending  October  31, 1875 137,697,696 

Daring  the  year  ending  October  31, 1876 98,672,716 

Additional  amonnt  destroyed  of  notes  of  banks  in  liquidation 18, 153, 584 

Total 427,592,213 


LOST  AND  UNBEDEEMED  BAKE-NOTEa 

In  his  report  for  last  year  the  OomptroUer  gave  some  statistics  in  refer- 
ence to  the  percentage  of  bank-notes  not  presented  for  redemption.  Be- 
tarns  were  given  for  two  hundred  and  eighty-six  banks  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  organized  under  the  authority  of  its  legislature.    It  was  found 


230 


PAPEBS  ACCOlCPANTIKa  THE 


that  the  mazimam  amount  of  ciroulation  ISBued  to  them  was  #0O,754, 
and  that  the  total  oiicalation  then  outstanding  wae  (l^SSO^?,  the  | 
portion  of  unredeemed  dioulation  being  2.63  per  cent,  of  the  whole  anu  i 
iagned.  The  maximum  amount  of  ciroulation  issued  to  thirty  S I 
bants  which  are  still  in  operation!  either  as  national  or  State  tmnk^*  1 
(7,763|010 ;  the  amount  unredeemed  in  October,  1 875,  $142,305 ;  am  l> 
unredeemed  in  proportion  to  that  issued,  1.8S  per  cent.  Similar  retn 
were  obtained  from  the  State  bank  superintendent  of  Wiaooaain,  fr 
which  it  was  found  that  the  greatest  amount  of  oircalation  issuei: 
two  hundred  and  forty  State  banks  was  (7,065,409,  the  amoant  iin 
deemed  being  (134,747 ;  proportion  unredeemed,  1.78  per  cent^ 

Eeturns  have  been  recently  received,  in  answer  to  circulars  from  t\ 
Office,  from  two  hundred  and  ten  banks  originally  organized  under  St  j 
authority  in  the  six  New  England  States,  which  show  the  largest  amo^i 
of  circalation  issued  to  these  banks  to  have  been  $39,245,380,  the  amcMi 
remaining  unredeemed  being  $792,767;  proportion  of  unredeemed  cin 
lation,  2.02  per  cent.  The  returns  fh>m  three  hundred  and  thirty- two  ba  r. 
in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Maiyland,  inclading  those  i 
ceived  last  year,  show  the  maximum  ciroulation  to  have  been  $65,664, 1 7 
amount  still  unredeemed,  $1,707,428;  percentage  of  unredeemed  cint 
lation,  2.60.  Betums  from  twenty-live  banks  in  Qhio  give  the  largti 
amount  of  circulation,  $2,196,381 ;  amount  unredeemed,  $61,340;  i^\ 
centage  of  unredeemed  notes,  2.79. 

The  following  table  gives  the  greatest  amount  of  circulation  i8sae4l  i 
seven  hundred  and  seven  banks,  the  amount  outstanding,  and  the  pti 
centage  unredeemed  in  twelve  States  of  the  Union.  The  percentage  < 
outstanding  circulation  in  all  these  States  was  2.35. 


states. 


Haine 

New  Hampshire 

VeiiDoot 

Maseaohcieette . . 
Rhode  Island... 

Oonaeoticnt 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Delaware 

Mary  land 

Ohio 

Wlacooala 

ToUU.... 


NmnVer 
of  banks. 


«7 
16 
41 
44 
S3 

986 

SS 

5 

16 

83 

140 


707 


Greatest  dr- 
oalatioD* 


•a.  375. 130 
S.  590,339 
3,143, 34« 

10,966,357 
6.369,6Sa 

12,6fi0.ftM 

50,764,515 
7,111,047 
930,770 
6, 847.  844 
3,196,381 
7,965,400 


114.671,346 


ClrealatlflB 
OBtataadiac. 


ap  i^  -I 


39^660 

37.0tT 
934.934 
138,834 
953,190 
1.336,»7 
16K.961 

33.461 
179.669 

61,916 
184.747 


9,096.988 


a  1 

1  ^ 


^i 


The  greatest  amount  of  circulation  of  the  fifteen  national  baoks  which 
failed  prior  to  1870  was  $1,554,400,  and  there  now  remains  unredeemed 
of  that  circulation  but  $21,051,  a  percentage  of  1.35  only.  Of  flfly-oui 
national  banks  in  voluntary  liquidation  previous  to  1870,  with  a  circu- 
lation of  $5,832,940,  there  remains  outstanding  $289,844,  or  4.97  |H>r 
cent ;  and  of  seventy-six  banks  in  voluntary  liquidation  prior  to  1872. 
with  a  circulation  of  $8,835,180,  there  remains  outstanding  $435,81)4, 
equal  to  a  percentage  of  5.04. 

The  amount  of  demand  Treasury  notes  issued  from  July  17, 18G1,  to 
December  31, 1862,  was  $60,000,000,  in  denominations  of  fl^re,  ten,  and 
twenty  dollars ;  and  the  amount  remaining  outstanding  on  the  Ist  of 
November  was  $05,692,  the  portion  unredeemed  being  a  little  aore  Uian 
one-tenth  of  one  per  cent 
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INSOLVENT  BANKS. 

Since  my  last  aunaal  report  receivers  have  been  appointed  for  nine 
national  banks,  ns  follows : 

CapitaL 

Mi nen' National  Bauk,  Georgetown.  Col $150,000 

Koortli  Naiiooal  Bank  of  Chicago,  111 200,000 

First  National  Bank  of  Bedford,  Iowa 50,000 

Fint  National  Bank  of  Osceola,  Iowa 50,000 

Finit  National  Bank  of  Dnlutb,  Minn 100,000 

Firet  National  Bank  of  La  Crosse,  Wis 50,000 

City  National  Bank  of  Chicago,  111 250,000 

Watkina  National  Bank,  Watkins,  N.  Y 75,000 

First  National  Bank  of  Wichita,  Kan 60,000 

935,000 

Dividends  have  been  paid  to  tbe  creditors  of  five  of  these  banks  as 
follows : 

Per  oeni: 

First  National  Bank  of  Osceola 2S 

First  National  Bank  of  Dnluth 25 

First  National  Banlc  of  La  Crosse « 20 

Watkins  National  Bank 60 

City  National  Bank,  Chicago 25 

The  agrgregate  amoant  of  these  dividends  was  (245,562  33,  the  aver- 
age dividend  being  25|  per  cent.  Dividends  have  also  been  declared 
daring  the  year  in  favor  of  the  creditors  of  banks  which  had  previously 
failed,  aa  follows : 

Fimt  National  Bank  of  Washington,  D.  C 40  per  cent. ;  total,  100  per  cent. 

Oitaon  County  National  Bank,  Princeton,  Ind 60  per  cent. ;  total,  100  per  oent 

Crescent  City  National  Bank,  New  Orleans 10  per  cent ;  total,   60  per  eent. 

First  National  Bank,  Carlisle.  Pa 15  per  cent.;  total,   40  per  cent. 

First  National  Bank,  Mansfield,  Ohio 10  per  cent. ;  total,   45  per  cent. 

Merchants'  National  Bank,  Peteislrarg,  Va 10  per  cent. ;  total,   34  per  cent. 

First  National  Bank,  Fetersbnrg,  Va 16  per  cent. ;  total,   76  per  cent. 

First  National  Bank,  Anderson,  Ind 10  per  cent. ;  total,  25  per  oent. 

First  National  Bank,  Tiffin,  Ohio 20  per  cent.;  total,   20  per  cent 

New  Orleans  National  Banking  Association 15  per  cent. ;  total,    15  per  cent. 

Veoango  National  Bank,  Franklin,  Pa 15  per  cent ;  total,   15  per  oent. 

CbariottesTille  National  Bank,  Va 10  per  cent;  total,    10  per  cent. 

The  total  amonnt  of  dividends  disbursed  dnring  the  year  to  credit- 
ors of  insolvent  banks  was  1 1,093,178  43.  The  affairs  6f  The  First 
National  Bank  of  Washington,  D.  C,  Gibson  County  National  Bank  of 
Princeton,  Ind.,  First  National  Bank  of  Petersburg  and  The  Merchants' 
National  Bank  of  Petersburg,  have  been  finally  closed ,  the  creditors 
of  the  two  first-named  banks  having  been  paid  in  full.  A  dividend  of 
eight  per  cent,  has  been  declared  in  favor  of  the  creditors  of  The  Cook 
Goonty  National  Bank  of  Chicago,  which  will  probably  be  paid  during 
the  month  of  December.  Suits  have  been  brought  for  the  enforcement 
of  tbeir  individual  liability  under  section  5151  of  the  Bevised  Stat- 
utes against  delinquent  shareholders  of  the  following  banks:  Tbe  First 
National  Bank  of  New  Orleans,  Crescent  City  National  Bank  of  New 
Orleans,  New  Orleans  National  Banking  Association,  Atlantic  National 
Bank  of  New  York  City,  First  National  Bank  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  First 
Natkmal  Bank  of  Anderson,  Ind.,  Scandinavian  National  Bank  of  Chi- 
cago, First  National  Bank  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  and  Cook  County  National 
Bmk  of  Chicago. 

Tables  showing  the  national  banks  which  have  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  receivers,  the  date  of  appointment  of  receivers,  the  amount 
of  capital  and  claims  proved,  and  rate  of  dividends  paid  to  creditors, 
togethv  with  the  amonnt  of  circulation  issued,  redeemed  and  outstand- 
ing on  November  1. 1876,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL  DISTRIBUTION  OP  NATIONAL-BANK  STOCK. 

In  reply  to  a  resolation  of  the  Hoase  of  Bepresentatives,  the  Co  z 
troller  transmitted  daring  the  last  session  a  list  of  shareholders  of     * 
national  banks,  showing  the  number  of  shares  held  by  each  and     ^ 
residences  of  the  shareholders.    The  Comptroller  has  prepared  for 
present  report  a  classified  table,  showing  by  States  and  geofl^rapli  i  -■ 
divisions  the  aggregate  number  of  shares  of  national-bank  stock  ;     r 
number  of  shares  held  in  each  State  and  the  number  held  by  non-r^  • 
dents;  the  number  of  shareholders  residing  in  each  State,  luid    t 
number  holding  bank-stock  in  other  States.    It  also  shows  the  nii^ 
ber  of  shareholders  owning  ten  shares  or  less,  over  ten  and   I<-- 
than  twenty,  over  twenty  and  less  than  thirty,  over  thirty  and  less  tii  . 
forty,  over  forty  and  less  than  ilftyi  over  fifty  and  less  than  one  Ijti  : 
dred,  over  one  hundred  and  less  than  five  hundred,  and  the  nam  I  w 
owning  over  five  hundred  shares.    An  additional  table  has  been  pr*i 
pared,  showing  by  States  the  total  number  of  shares  held  by  non-re  -^ 
dents,  classified  by  States  and  geographical  divisions.     A  separa  r  i 
table  exhibits  the  number  of  shares  held  in  Great  Britain,  France^  ar. 
Germany,  and  other  foreign  countries. 

.  The  total  number  of  shares  is  G,505,930,  and  of  shareholders,  208,4 '^^^ 
The  average  amount  of  stock  held  by  each  shareholder  is  about  f3,l(^  v 
In  the  Eastern  States  it  is  about  $2,100 ;  in  the  Middle  States,  |i3^1iN»  : 
in  the  Southern  States,  $3,400 ;  in  the  Western  States,  $4,800 ;  and  i  i . 
the  Pacific  States  and  Territories,  $8,300.  Shareholders  of  national-ban  k 
stock  reside  in  every  State  and  Territory  in  the  Union  except  in  Wash  - 
ington  and  Alaska;  in  eleven  countries  or  provinces  of  this  continerir 
and  adjacent  islands;  in  twenty-five  countries  in  Europe,  Asia,  an^i 
Africa,  and  in  the  islands  of  the  sea.    These  tables  are  commended  to 
the  lovers  of  the  interesting  and  the  curious  in  monetary  statistics. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  national  banks  in  operation  on  the  Ist  dav  of 
July,  1876,  was  $505,482,866,  which  would  be  represented  by  6,054,82.S 
shares  if  of  one  hundred  dollars  each.    Under  the  national-bank  act, 
however,  State  banks  are  authorized  to  convert  into  national  banks 
with  shares  of  the  same  amount  as  they  were  before  con  version.   Some  of 
these  State  institutions  divided  their  capital  into  shares  of  less  than  one 
hundred  doUars.    In  some  instances  tlie  shares  were  eighty  dollars,  in 
others  fifty  dollars,  and  in  a  few  cases  as  low  as  ten  dollars.  The  shares  of 
the  national  banks,  which  thus  number  more  than  six  and  one-half  millions, 
and  are  distribute<l  among  more  than  208,000  shareholders,  were  issue^l 
by  banks  in  the  various  geographical  divisions  as  follows :  In  the  Ehsh- 
ern  States,  2,018,826,  of  which  the  banks  of  Massachusetts  issued  d8S,700 ; 
in  the  Middle  States,  3,051,378,  of  which  the  New  York  banks  issoed 
1,482,746;  in  the  Southern  and  Southwestern  States,  429,393 ;  in  the 
Western  States,  937,333,  and  in  the  Pacific  States  and  Territories 
69^. 

The  number  of  shares  held  in  the  Eastern  States  was  1,858,308 ;  id 
the  Middle  States,  2,702,209 ;  in  the  Southern  and  Southwestern  States. 
358,335 ;  in  the  Western  States,  839,391 ;  and  in  the  Pacific  States  and 
the  Territories,  62,515— total,  5,820,908.  The  number  of  shares  held  in 
these  geographical  divisions  which  were  issued  in  States  other  than 
those  in  which  the  holders  resided,  was  as  follows :  In  the  Eastern 
States,  337,626 :  in  the  Middle  State8^07,982 ;  in  the  Southern  an<t 
Southwestern  States,  35,651 ;  in  the  Western  States,  69,275 ;  and  in 
the  Pacific  States,  4,827— total,  655,361. 

The  number  of  shareholders  residing  in  the  Eastern  States  was 
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86,075,  of  whom  46,564  were  in  Massachusetts.  In  the  Middle  States 
there  weie  68,126,  of  whom  26,339  were  in  ^ew  York,  and  28,612  in 
Pennsylvania ;  in  the  Southern  and  Southwestern  States,  11,004 ;  in 
the  Western  States,  17,170,  and  in  the  Pacific  States  and  Territo- 
ries, 721. 

The  total  number  of  shareholders  holding  ten  shares  or  less  is  104,976; 
over  ten  and  not  more  than  twenty,  39«206 ;  over  twenty  and  not  more 
than  thir^,  18,415 ;  over  thirty  and  not  more  than  forty,  9,941 ;  over 
forty  and  not  more  than  fifty,  9,934 ;  over  fifty  and  not  more  than  one 
hundred,  15,163 ;  over  one  hundred  and  not  more  five  hundred,  10,084, 
of  which  2,491  w.ere  held  in  New  York,  1,386  in  Pennsylvania,  1,304, 
in  Massachusetts ;  over  five  hundred,  767,  of  which  number  205  were 
held  in  Kew  York,  104  in  Maryland,  83  in  Pennsylvania,  and  53  in 
M^assachusetts. 

The  number  of  shares  held  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  is  6,519,  of  which 
number  3,992  are  shares  of  banks  in  the  State  of  Kew  York,  1,205  in 
Massachusetts,  707  in  Maine,  and  312  in  Michigan. 

The  number  of  shares  held  in  Great  Britain  is  6,778,  of  which  3,025 
are  stock  of  the  banks  of  New  York,  671  of  Pennsylvania,  664  of  Bhode 
Island,  643  of  Jjonisiana,  366  of  Indiana,  238  of  Massachusetts,  and  1 83  of 
Maryland. 

The  number  held  in  France  is  3,764^  of  which  2,214  are  stock  of 
banks  in  New  York,  474  in  Pennsylvania,  282  in  Maryland,  275  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, 250  in  Louisiana,  and  105  in  Illinois. 

The  number  held  in  Germany  is  4,162,  of  which  1,916  are  stock  of 
the  banks  of  Maryland,  671  of  Pennqrlvania,  200  of  Rhode  Island, 
150  of  Kew  York,  141  of  Louisiana,  and  200  of  Wisconsin. 

The  number  held  in  other  foreign  countries  is  13,755,  of  which 
8,874  are  stocks  of  banks  in  Kew  York,  1,690  in  Massachusetts^  553  in 
Maine,  489  in  South  Carolina,  470  in  Oonnecticut,  and  300  in  Michigan. 

The  table  below  gives  the  number  of  shares  of  national-bank  stock 
held  in  different  foreign  countries : 


Conntriea. 


Shares. 


KarlaMl 

S4«tUO«l 

Ireland 

(SrcAS  llritaiD.  (not  iipeoifled) 

):orope,  (not  apeclfled) 

(rfnoany,  (ootvpeoified) 

ProMi* 

lUvaria 

Fraara 

Spain... 

NewBninaviek 

NormSeptla 

NewfoundlaDd 

Canai 
Swtti 

rubm 

Waatladiaa 

IVriDVda... 

***Taffn  ... 


1,271 

233 

634 

(iGTi 

4.108 

30 

SO 

3,764 

3,348 

3,656 

1,405 

IW 

1.903 

1,308 

749 


73 

85 


CoimCxiea. 

r 

HoDaod 

Italy 

Mexico 

Sooth  America 

(Jondca. 

Russia 

East  Indies 

Turkey 

SST.;::::::::::::;::::: 

AfricA 

Syria 

Aaore  Islands 

Japan 

Sandwich  Islands 

Persia 

China..., 

Total 


Shares. 


66r» 

4T.i 

'jsn 

199 

]% 

119 

C8 

40 

33 

30 

18 

13 

10 

3 

3 

3 


90,(jCi 


STATE   BANKS,  SAVINGS-BANKS,  AND  TRUST   AND  LOAN  COMPANIES 

ORGANIZED  UNDER  STATE  LAWS. 

In  aooordanoe  with  the  requirements  of  section  333  of  the  Bevised  Stat- 
utes, the  Comptroller  has  endeavored  to  obtain,  for  the  present  report,  re- 
turns from  State  ofiScials  showing  the  condition  of  the  State  and  savings* 
banks  and  trust  and  loan  compames  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  sev- 
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era!  States.    The  tabular  statements  in  the  appendix  exhibit  the  resn  I  r 
his  inqairies,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  complete  returns  of  St«i 
banks  have  been  received  from  five  of  the  New  England  States  (  Mas  h 
chnsetts  having  none),  and  from  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennqylrnr) 
Michigan,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  and  the  District  of  Colnmbi.'v,  together  x^i\ 
partial  returns  from  fourteen  other  States. 

Ck>mplete  returns  of  savings-banks  have  been  obtained  from    ti 
six  New  England  States  and  from  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  Blium 
sota,  and  partial  returns  from  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Oalifomsj 
The  trust  and  loan  companies  are  given  complete  for  Massachasetn 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  the  city  i 
Philadelphia.    Through  oorrespondenoe  with  the  State  execatives  it  j 
ascertained  that  no  general  reports  of  the  condition  of  the  banks  are  tna«  i 
in  Delaware,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Al 
bama,  Mississippi,  Florida,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Nebraska, Oalifomia,  and  Ort 
gon.    In  some  of  these  States  the  taxable  funds  of  the  banks  are  re- 
ported to  county  commissiOBers  and  other  financial  officers*  general!* 
upon  averages,  and  the  returns  are  therefore  defective  in  the  data  r*- 
quired  for  the  uses  intended  by  the  act  of  Congress.    The  reports  *»( 
nineteen  banks  in  Virginia  have  been  obtained  by  applications  maci 
direct  to  the  banks  themselves,  and  are  aggregated  in  the  tables  ot  tb« 
apppendix.    Betums  from  some  of  the  individual  banks  of  other  Stat**^ 
have  been  received,  but  they  are  so  few  in  number  that  they  hare  hetu 
omitted  from  this  report. 

The  Comptroller  was  last  year  indebted  to  the  Sau  Francisoo  Com- 
mercial Herald  for  carefully  prepared  reports  of  the  savings-baoks  oi 
that  State  in  former  years ;  but  for  the  year  ending  Jnly  1, 187G,  that 
paper  gives  returns  for  the  city  of  San  Francisco  only,  which  are  printed 
in  the  appendix.  The  State  law  requires  reports  to  be  published  in  the 
respective  localities  of  the  banks,  but  they  are  not  received  and  pub- 
lished by  the  executive  authorities. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  force  balances,  in  the  tables  of  the  ap- 
pendix, in  the  State-bank  report  of  Pennsylvania  and  in  the  savings. 
banks  report  of  Massachnsetts.  The  discrepancies  are  added  to  tiie 
items  of  ''other  liabilities"  and  ''other  investments,"  in  the  tables  fur 
these  two  States,  and  they  of  course  re-appear  in  the  aggregate  tables 
of  resources  and  liabilities. 

The  data  obtained  from  official  reports  showing  the  condition  of  tlit> 
State  banks  and  savings-banks  in  the  several  States  are  very  nosatis- 
fatory,  as  has  been  seen.    A  few  States  require  returns  to  be  made  an- 
nually, but  many  have  no  legislation  upon  the  subject,  and  it  is  not  prob- 
able tnat  future  legislation  will  remedy  this  defect.    Tbe  laws  of  tbe 
United  States,  however,  require  returns  to  be  made  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Internal  Eevenne,  for  purposes  of  taxation,  of  the  amount  of  capital 
and  deposits,  not  only  of  the  banking  institutions  authorized  bj  lav, 
but  also  of  private  bankers.    These  returns  have  been  obtained  from 
the  Commssioner^  and  the  table  on  the  following  page  has  been  com- 
piled therefrom  in  this  Office,  showing  the  number  of  State  banks, 
savings-banks,  trust  companies  and  private  bankers,  and  their  avera;;o 
capital  and  deposits  for  the  six  months  ending  May  31, 1876 : 

In  this  table  the  number  of  State  lianks  and  private  bankers  is  3,i>iX^; 
their  average  capital,  $214,007,833;  their  taxable  capital,  $186,G41,()10; 
and  their  average  and  taxable  deposits,  $'480,002,034.  The  number  of 
savings-banks  havingcapital  is  26;  their  capital,  $5,022,966;  taxableoapi- 
tal,  $4,456,700 ;  deposits,  $37.269,144 ;  and  taxable  deposits,  $ia^l4,2;i3. 
The  number  of  savings-banks  without  capital  is  691 ;  their  oepcints, 
$844,563,173;  and  taxable  deposits,  $91,958,883. 
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Kumhmr  9f  SUtU  Itankt  and  Mving9-hanJc9  in  the  United  States ^  tvith  iheir  areragr.  capital  and 
deposits,  and  tax  paid  thereonj  for  the  six  months  ending  May  31,  IbTii. 


1 

3 
4 
5 

6 
7 

10 
11 
It! 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
Id 
19 
» 

S3 

%* 

as 

!n 
a^ 

30 
31 
3Bt 
33 
S4 
35 
3G 
37 
38 


41 
42 
43 
44 
4S 


46 
49 
M 
ftl 

93 
M 
» 
M 

57 
5(< 
» 
40 

61 
«2 


Maine 

How  Haapiihire . . 
▼•naont 

MMMCbOMtU  . . . 

Boston 

Rhode  Iidand 

Connc«tient 

New  York 

New  York  City. 

Albeoy 

New  Jereey 

Penney  IvmoU 

PhUndelphin..  . 

PitUbnrgh 

DeUwmre 

MarrUod 

Beitimetv 

Dlet.efColnmbla 

WMkingtOB  — 

Virginia 

WeHVInelnU.... 
North  Carolina . . . 
aentbCMelina... 


Oeonria 
Floridn. 


MlMiMippi.... 
Lonieiana 

New  Orleans 

Texae 

Arkaaaaa 

Xeatnoky 

LonierfUe... 


Ohio 

Cincinnati.. 
Ctereland  .. 

Indiana 

39  I  IlUnoia 

40 1     Chicago.... 

Hiebigan 

Detroit 


HUwaokeo. 

Iowa 

Minneaoto.... 
MiawmH 

Saint  Loai« 


Nebraaka 

CaRfeni* 

Han  Fnmelaco , 

Colorado 

Verada 

Utah 

New  Mexico  . . . 
Wyoming , 


Montana 

Wasliiogton  Territory 


Totala. 


79 

91 

179 

64 

M 
109 

afii 

476 
13 
71 

356 
7*2 
42 
» 
Id 
40 
1 

12 
HI 
U4 
19 
19 
•9 
4 
SI 
30 
4 
22 

101 
14 
lili 
18 
S8 

267 
23 
10 

143 

331 
47 

142 
13 

12 
263 

6r> 

103 

50 
10» 

3:^ 

7 
83 
38 
2S 
17 

6 

3 
o 

4 

7 
6 
4 


4,aao 


$219,267 
356,311 
875.833 
^.\500 
3. 135, 991 
3, 954. 642 
3.S06,35d 
11.136,565 
4a,  453, 734 
561.000 
3. 51H,  969 
13.713,678 
3,811,399 
5,291,371 
680,563 
683,613 
4,069,883 
30,000 
534,391 
3,625,307 
1.400.096 
716,330 
1,037,107 
4,693,014 
44,000 
1.136,983 
1, 133, 181 
59,500 
3, 743, 810 
3,303,388 
S36,839 
7,405,368 
5,916,530 
1. 580, 457 
6,887,893 
2, 100,  SH8 
783,853 
5, 919;  190 
5. 570, 650 
5,002,186 
2,565,038 
1,097,269 
1,368,057 
676, 901 
4,6:^139 
1. 155. 173 
3. 444,  886 
8,373,003 
1, 653, 303 
377,139 
597, 08,-1 
9,  485,  G61 
19, 070, 158 
488.138 
895.990 
149,179 


18,208 

107,030 

25,106 

90.713 

207,847 


DepoAit4. 


219, 030, 8C0 


131.281,265 
31,(12.1,481 
7,955,724 
107,055,141 
70, 716,  589 
53.  310. 730 
81,764.813 
151. 570.  427 
275, 420. 580 
12, 783,  864 
36, 318. 558 
48,053,918 
45, 070, 375 
13. 635, 390 
1,  533. 681 
645, 515 
34,438,736 
33,750 
3,713,194 
6. 965. 073 
3,908,737 
1,067,788 
990,958 
3,676.176 
884.743 
1,977,297 
1.475,077 
59,303 
7, 185, 104 
4, 713, 7.'» 
315,687 
6, 544, 373 
5,553.056 
2,807.959 
17. 629, 732 
8,663.757 
11,342.332 
11.072,778 
18, 143, 348 
14. 766,  45.) 
5,115.879 
5.962,811 
3. 995. 066 
6, 084, 045 
8,  KJ5, 677 
8,161.661 
10, 007. 773 
25, 866, 232 
2,680,551 
1,003,110 
1, 241, 469 
16, 477, 543 
89,181,515 
897,939 
l,953,3:r7 
599.557 
41,797 
32.876 
32.995 
114,704 
67.251 
334,505 


1,361,834.352 


Op  capital 


$530 

634 
2.  e7«> 
4,203 
9, 260 
6,  493 
23,666 
84,890 
567 
5,751 
30.028 
6,647 
13, 287 
1.606 
1, 479 
9, 125 
50 
305 
8,920 
3.479 
1,777 
2,  593 
11.718 
110 
2.637 
8,213 
136 
0,:i59 
7,642 
592 
18.075 
14,550 
3.791 
14,181 
4,087 
1.808 
12,458 
13.639 
10,385 
6, 299 
2,205 
3,013 
1.548 
11,225 
2.740 
7.596 
20.034 
3, 9Xi 
907 
1,391 
23.157 
46, 928 
1,320 
TJ8 
373 


Tax  i>ai(l. 


Oudfposlts. 


46 

268 

63 

227 

520 


477. 746 


$7,  537 

14.  000 

4.066 

H.  3:J2 

20.105 

45,411 

51.  444 

114.795 

209,  2G6 

9.  727 

29,C59 

104, 491 

74.709 

24, 322 

1,710 

1,147 

18,803 

82 

8.231 

16,  :J37 

9, 773 

2, 670 

2.31M 

9,026 

712 

4,943 

3,688 

148 

14.  474 

11,784 

789 

16.  :m 

13,883 

7.020 

42, 434 

19,  829 

14.5:{9 

33, 840 

43.356 

30,  105 

13,7^>0 

14,907 

0,987 

15. 310 

21. 902 

5. 295 

25, 019 

63,710 

6,701 

2.50H 

3,104 

33,649 

151, 937 

2, 245 

4.8KJ 

1,433 

101 

57 

57 

287 

586 


1,463,315 


Total. 


•8.067 

14.555 

5,600 

10,411 

24.:«)8 

54,677 

57,  l«7 

138,461 

354,156 

10.294 

:i5.410 

134, 519 

81,356 

36,609 

3, 322 

2.  626 

27,928 

132 

8.536 

2:.,  257 

13,251 

4,447 

4,911 

90.744 

h« 

7,5B0 

5.900 

284 

23.b;a 

19, 426 

i.:wi 

34. 4:)6 
88,433 

10.811 

56. 615 

23.916 

16.  347 

36,298 

55, 995 

:M},490 

19. 089 

17.118 

13,999 

16,758 

3.1, 127 

8.041 

32, 615 

83,750 

10,634 

3,415 

4.495 

56,806 

198.865 

3.465 

5.631 

1,805 

104 

103 

325 

350 

395 

1,106 


1,941,061 


A  table  similar  to  tbe  foregoing,  for  the  six  montbs  endiDg  November 
30, 1875,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 


APPENDIX. 

Attention  is  especially  called  to  the  carefully  prepared  tables  con. 
taioed  in  the  report  and  appendix,  a  fall  index  to  which  will  be  fonnd 
on  tbe  following  page.    An  index  to  the  detailed  report  of  each  of  the 
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2,080  banks  ia  operation  on  October  2  of  this  year  appears  at  Om^b  c- 
of  the  Tolnme. 

In  conclnding  this  report  the  Comptroller  gratefally  ackoowl^^  fz 
the  fidelity  and  indnstiy  mth  which  the  Depaty  Comptroller,  heads 
divisions,  examiners  and  receivers  of  national  banks,  and  clerks  si.£Lr 
ciated  with  him  in  this  Office  have  performed  their  respective  daties^ 

JOHN  JAY  KNOX, 

Comptroller  of  the  Cwrrem^j/^ 

The  Speakeh  op  the  House  op  Repeesentattves. 
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Tbeasuby  Depabthent, 
Opptcb  Director  op  the  Mmr, 

October  20, 187i^. 

Sir:  In  compliance  \?ith  the  provisions  of  the  coinage  act  of  1873. 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tlie  following  report  of  the  operations  of  th<^i 
mints  and  assay-offices  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jnne  30, 1876. 

The  amounts  of  gold  and  silver  deposits  and  pnrchases,  coins  Rtmok . 
and  bars  mannfactnred,  were  as  follows : 

Depo$U9  and  purchiuet. 

Gold  deposits $r>7,480»870  %> 

Silver  deposits  and  purchases 28,515,702  7J 

Total  amonnt  recelTcd  and  operated  npon 85, 9DG,  97n  v.* 

Deducting  redeposits,  (bars  made  and  issued  by  one  institution  and 
deposited  at  another,)  the  deposits  were : 

Cold , $41,943,SR5  4> 

Silver S4,574,&&1  M 

Total 00,517,837  tTJ 

Coinage, 

Piecofi.  Valnr. 

Gold 1,949.468  $»?,178.9(2  r.0 

Silver,  (trmle-iloUars) <;,132,050  rsl32,050  w 

Silver,  (snbsldiary  coin) 04,104.950  12.994. 45fi  CM 

Minor 14,915,000  260.350  Ui' 

Total 87,101,408       57,505,815  O) 

Bar9, 

Fine  gold $3,580,454  40 

Unparted  gold 8,514,233  22 

112,034,687  02 

PinesUver 6,213,306  79 

Unparted  sUver 2,071,480  30 

Sterling 11,050  68 

8,293,85777 

Total  gold  and  silTcr 20,330.525  3^) 

The  distribution  of  the  gold  and  silver  bullion  de]K>sited  and  par- 
chased,  including  redeposits,  \ras  as  follows : 
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Mlat  %t  Phfladelpliia 

Mint  si  8ia  Fnacisco — 

MiatstOvton 

Mini  alDanver 

Aaaj-ofios  «i  New  York 
Ajny'Ofiee  St  BoiM 


Total. 


Odd  depotitf. 


$8,497.720  13 

Xi,  054. 638  74 

3,175,046  93 

745,676  47 

9,943,661  70 

63,536  54 


57,480,370  50 


Silver  depositi 
andpurduuHtt. 


Total. 


$5,836,104  93 

10,968,784  97 

5,049,390  04 

6.031  00 

6,509,831  10 

1,670  73 


38.515^703  79 


$14, 393, 835  06 

46,017,413  71 

8»834.X26  96 

751,707  47 

16,543,483  80 

65,207  39 


85,995,973  39 


The  coinage  at  the  different  mints  during  the  fiscal  year  was  as  fol- 
lows: 


DeteripttoB. 


MlBtAtFhitadelpbta! 

GoldeoiBafo ■ 

ffilTW  coinage,  (trade>dolUn) . . . . . 
SUvor  eotaafef  (fubfldlwy  coin)  .. 


Total 

MinlfelSanlfruicIico: 


(;old 

KilTor  oolnase,  (trsd»^oUar») 
SIlTor  eoinafv,  (Mibtidiary  coin) 


Total 


XlntnkCtf»on: 

i:<Jdeoio«co 

Kilrar  coinnco,  (tmde-doUan)... 
i)ilTor  totoBf,  (MubKldtarj  coUi) 


Total 

Total  eoiango 


Pieoef. 


Valaa. 


422,365 

880^050 

89,033,950 

14, 915b  000 


$8,300,937  50 

880,060  00 

6,330,458  50 

26^350  00 


44,640,365 


1,375,600 

4,533,000 

33,904,000 


38,403,600 


151,603 

1,339,000 

13,578,000 


14,098,603 


87.101,468 


15,121,790  00 


37,036,500  00 
4,533,000  00 
4,430,000  00 


35^989.500  00 


3,881,525  00 
2.339,000  IK) 
3,244,000  00 


6,454,935  00 


57,565^815  00 


The  bars  made  and  issued  at  the  mints  and  assay-officos  were  as  fol- 
lows: 


Gold. 

Silver. 

Total. 

Fine. 

Unparted. 

Fine. 

Unparted. 

Sterling. 

Mint  At  Pbitadelpfain. . 

$37,530  01 

$7*707"a96*84' 

$66,058  48 
113,794  00 
904,453  65 

$133,573  49 

9,281,771  28 

1,507,597  95 

749,964  74 

8.603,991  64 
65,037  39 

Mint  nt  Han  Franolico , 

$1,460.650  35 

603,144  30 

6,014  90 

Mint  at  Caraeo ...... . 

Mint  at  I>«BT«r 

743,549  84 

""ei'isi'ii' 

Aanj  oWca  at  New 
York 

3,482,934  39 

5^100,006  57 

$11,030  68 

AaaaT*oflko  at  Boiae. . 

1,670  75 

3;  900. 434  40 

8,514,233  39 

6,313,306  79 

3,071.480  30 

11,090  68 

90,330,535  39 

Compared  with  the  previous  year,  there  was  an  increase  of  $14,327,686 
in  the  amount  of  gold  operated  npou,  (10,211,296.72  in  the  amount  of 
silver  operated  upon,  $4,624,997.50  in  gold  coinage,  and  $9,056,134.50  in 
silver  coinage. 

The  expenaet  of  tho  mints  and  aasay-officcs  for  the  3*car  were $1, 4d5, 815  C9 


The  ettniogB  were 479,771  19 

Seigntonge  or  gain  by  coinage  of  eabeldiaryeilver 1,724,181  2G 

Seigniorage  on  minor  ooina 188,494  00 

Total  eamhigs  and  seigniorage 2,392,426  45 
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INOBKASB  OF  OOINAOB* 

Nearly  half  of  the  month  of  July  last  was  occupied  in  completing'  i 
annaal  settlement  of  accounts,  and  coining  operations  did  not  set  I'l; 
under  way  until  toward  the  close  of  that  month. 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  appropriation  bills  yea  direc  :; 
that  the  mints  should  be  run  to  their  utmost  capaci^i  in  order  to  e^ 
cute  with  promptness  the  laws  in  reference  to  the  issue  of  the  siU 
coinage. 

The  superintendents  of  the  mints  were  instructed  aooordioj?]  j,  a  ^ 
the  officers  and  employes  responded  with  alacrity  and  zeal,  l^otwi* 
standing  the  employes  have  been  required  to  work,  in  addition  to  t^ 
regular  day's  work  of  eight  hours,  as  manv  extra  hours  as  they  con  I 
endure,  not  a  single  word  of  complaint  has  been  heard  from  any  fioorc  i 

The  silver  coinage  during  the  months  of  August  and  September  4 
the  current  fiscal  year  has  largely  exceeded  in  amount  that  of  any  c<  ] 
responding  period  of  time  in  the  history  of  the  Mint.  The  coinafi:e  <i 
trade-dollars  was  (1,082,200,  and  of  subsidiary  silver  (4,398,210.  TLi 
gold  coinage  during  the  same  period  was  $8,675,100,  and  the  min.)! 
coinage  $18,450.  The  silver  coinage  was  at  the  rate  of  $32,882,460  p*  i 
annum.  The  largest  silver  coinage  in  any  year  preceding  the  e8tabIi>L 
ment  of  this  bureau  was  in  1853,  immediately  after  the  change  of  th< 
standard,  and  amounted  to  $0,077,571. 

There  has  been  some  disposition  to  question  the  necessity  for  increafk-t^ 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  mints.  The  extraordinary  coina^*  i 
referred  to  should  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  same. 

It  is  proper  to  state  here  that  in  the  German  Empire,  where  a  nc^ 
coinage  has  been  in  progress  since  1872,  eight  mints  have  been  and  su'.. 
are  employed,  while  we  have  but  three  at  which  coinage  is  executed. 

Should  any  laws  be  enacted  at  the  approaching  session  of  Congres^> 
contemplating  the  issue  of  silver  in  any  other  mode  than  the  redemp- 
tion of  fractional  currency  and  in  exchange  for  gold  coin,  the  necessity 
of  providing  for  the  coining  of  silver  at  the  Few  Orleans  mint  is  respect- 
fully submitted  for  your  consideration.  That  establishment  could  be  put 
in  condition  for  such  coining  in  about  three  months,  and  at  an  expenx* 
of  about  $75,000.  This  could  be  done  to  meet  the  present  requirements 
and  postpone  for  a  time  the  establishment  of  a  mint  for  the  coioage  ot 
gold  and  silver  at  a  convenient  point  in  the  Mississippi  Valley. 

MA^UFAOTUEB  OF  MEDALS  AND  DIBS. 

During  the  year  18,G40  medals  were  struck  and  1,843  dies  manafac- 
turcd  at  the  Philadelphia  mint.  The  increased  coinage  of  silver  bajs 
heavily  taxed  the  capacity  of  the  engraving  department  in  fbrnishln^  a 
sufficient  number  of  dies  to  insure  a  creditable  appearance  to  the  coiu 
issued.  Now  specimen -dies  for  the  silver  coinage  are  in  course  of  pr«>p- 
aration.  The  best  artistio  skill  has  been  seciured,  and  eveiy  effort  ii» 
being  made  to  bring  this  branch  of  minting  operations  to  a  high  stand- 
ard of  excellence. 

COINAGE  OF  FOEEIGN  COUNTEIBS. 

Bcceut  assays  made  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  of  Belgian  twenty-franc 
gold  and  five-franc  silver  pieces  exhibited  au  exact  correspondenoe  with 
the  legal  standard  of  fineness.  Assays  made  at  the  same  mint  of  Rus- 
sian gold  coinage  showed  a  close  approximation  to  the  legal  standani 
of  that  country. 
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Tbe  gold  coinage  of  the  British  mint  daring  the  calendar  year  1875 
amotinted  to  £258,120,  ($1,256,140.98,)  and  the  coinage  of  silver, 
£597,540 17«.  Id.,  ($2,007,932.56.)  In  relation  to  the  small  amount  of 
jgold  coined,  the  interesting  report  of  the  deputy  master  of  the  royal 
mint  for  that  year  (1875)  makes  the  following  statement : 

«« The  gold  coinage  of  the  year,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures, 
has  been  inconsiderable,  and  has  b^en  confined  to  half-sovereigns,  which 
were  the  coins  most  required  when  the  Bank  of  England  resumed  the 
importation  of  gold  bullion  into  the  mint  in  the  montih  of  November. 

*'  I  may  mention,  however,  in  this  place,  that  the  importation  of  gold 
continued  until  the  close  of  January  last,  when  the  amount  sent  in  for 
coinage  had  reached  a  total  of  more  than  £6,260,000.  The  supension  of 
the  gold  coinage  for  a  period  of  more  than  a  year,  namely,  irom  Septem- 
ber, 1874,  to  November,  1875,  is  no  doubt  mainly  attributable  to  the 
fact  that  during  the  latter  year  no  less  a  sum  than  £2,726,000  in  Aus- 
tralian gold  coin  was  sent  in  to  the  Bank  of  England,  as  against 
£1,972,000  in  1874,  and  that  the  issue  of  this  coin,  which  is  equally  avail- 
able with  English  sovereigns  for  circulation  in  this  country,  obviated 
the  necessity  for  a  coinage  of  a  like  amount  in  London." 

At  the  request  of  the  Japanese  government,  made  through  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  and  by  your  instructions,  assays  have  been  made  at  the 
Philadelphia  mint  of  samples  firom  the  reserved  or  pyx  gold  and  silver 
pieces,  of  the  coinage  of  the  imperial  mint  at  Osaka  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30, 1870.  The  results  show  a  close  correspondence  with  the 
Japanese  assays  and  to  tbe  legal  standard. 

Detailed  information  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  and 
paper  currency,  respectively,  of  various  countries  will  be  found  in 
the  several  documents  referring  to  the  same  in  the  appendix, 

MINOR  GOINAGE  FOE  VENEZUELA. 

At  the  request  of  the  Venezuelan  government,  and  in  conformity  with 
an  act  of  Congress  entitled  ^<An  act  authorizing  coipage  to  be  executed 
at  the  mints  of  the  United  States  for  foreign  countries,''  approved  Jan- 
oary  29, 1874,  preparations  are  being  consummated  at  the  mint  in  Phil- 
adelphia to  coin  for  that  government  12,000,000  nickel-copper  pieces, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  150,000  venezolanos,  (dollars.)  The  capacity 
of  the  mints  of  the  United  States  being  heavily  taxed  in  manufacturing 
the  large  amount  of  subsidiary  coin  required  to  redeem  tbe  fractional 
currency,  the  planchets  for  the  Venezuelan  coin  will  be  prepared«by  pri- 
vate parties,  and  received  at  the  mint,  subject  to  assay,  ready  for  the 
coining-presses.  This  arrangement  will  prevent  any  interference  with 
our  own  coinage,  as  the  capacity  of  the  Philadelphia  mint  for  striking 
pieces  slightly  exceeds  that  of  the  preparatory  operations  which  the 
metals  undergo  before  they  are  ready  to  be  coined. 

AUTOHATIC   BAUmCES. 

The  subsidiary  silver  coins  not  being  singly  adjusted  by  hand,  as  are 
the  gold  coins  and  trade-dollars,  and  as  a  safeguard  against  any  pieces 
being  made  and  issued  which  might  be  outside  the  legal  tolerance  for 
weight,  an  appropriation  was  obtained  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
for  tbe  purpose  of  procuring  automatic  assorting  and  adjusting  balances, 
to  bo  employed  in  testing  the  weight  of  the  subsidiary  coin.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  importing  these  balances,  and  they  will  be 
placed  in  oi)eration  at  an  early  day.    A  new  Bngine  has  been  contracted 
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for,  to  supersede  the  one  now  fumisliing  power  to  the  pross-room  iu    - 
mint  at  Philadelphia^  which  by  loDg  use  has  become  too  tinicliiftX>Ic* 
depend  upon  in  meeting  the  exigencies  of  the  requirements  for    l^z\ 
amounts  of  coin.    Other  improvements  in  the  machinery  have     Lm 
made  or  are  in  contemplation;  but  in  order  to  insure  an  efficient;    ii 
chanical  working  of  our  mints,  and  to  keep  the  execution  of  the  nat^ioi  i 
coinage  fully  on  a  par  with  that  of  the  mints  of  EnropCi  it  would  1x3  «xi 
visable  that  an  experienced  and  competent  practical  machinist  sIjioii 
visit  the  principal  European  mints,  with  a  view  of  introducing  izK    c»  i 
own  country  any  improvements  which  may  have  been  made  in  mio  tin 
operations  by  foreign  governments.    Such  a  visit  and  inspection  in  X^  i 
resulted  in  the  introduction  into  the  mints  of  this  conntoy  of  many  <  i  i 
cided  and  advantageous  improvements  both  in  machinery  and  pioc^ec^^^ 


PBEPABATIONS  FOR  HELTINa  AND  ASSAYING  BULLION  AT  HELBNA  ^r^  I 

AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  appropriations  having  been  made  A  •  i 
fitting  up  the  assay-office  at  Helena,  Mont.,  aud  conductiug  tho  opcr.% 
tions  of  melting  and  assaying,  and  also  at  Kew  Orleans,  in  the  buii-; 
ing  formerly  used  as  a  coinage  mint,  the  necessaiy  preparations  f<.-: 
these  purposes  have  been  in  progress  since  the  appro vu  of  the  act,  aii' . 
it  is  expected  that  assaying  will  be  commenced  at  Hevr  Orleans  in  tli' 
coqrse  of  a  mouth,  and  at  Helena  before  the  dose  of  the  present  year. 

THE  SILVER  MARKET  AT  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

For  nearly  three  months  past  there  has  been  an  active  demand  for 
silver  at  San  Francisco,  for  export  to  China  and  Japan,  both  on  Amer- 
ican and  British  account,  and  the  price  realized  has  been  above  tb»* 
London  rate.  Bullion  was  formerly  shipped  from  San  Francisco  to 
China  by  way  of  London ;  the  change  has  been  brought  about  princi- 
pally through  the  fiacilities  afforded  by  the  establishment,  a  few  years 
since,  of  steamship  oommmiication  between  San  Francisco,  Yokohama* 
and  Hong-Kong,  by  which  there  is  a  material  saving  of  time.  With 
respect  to  oriental  markets,  the  effect  has  been  to  place  San  Francisco 
quite  upon  an  equality  with  London.* 

DOMESTIC  FBODUCnON  OF  THE  PRECIOUS  METALS. 

From  the  most  autbentio  sources  of  information  which  could  be  pro- 
cured, it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  domestic  production  of  gold  and 
silver  for  the  fiscal  year  was  about  eighty-five  and  a  quarter  million  dol- 
lars, of  which  amount  forty-six  and  three-quarter  millions  were  gold, 
and  thirty-eight  and  a  half  millions  silver. 

MONEY  STATISTICS. 

In  my  last  annual  report  an  estimate  was  made  of  the  stock  of  gold 
and  silver  coin  in  the  United  States.    This  estimate  was  based  upou 

*  The  bnlUon  ahinments  fton  8«a  Franeiaoo  to  China  firom  JMioary  1  to  October  S^ 
1876,  have  been  as  ioUowb  : 

Tnde-dolUra $4.2a5,r^ 

Mexican  dollara l.SdO.lMO 

Fine  ailTor  bam S,055,57:» 

Gold  coin • 191,09a 

Total .*. 8,3»,096 
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Information  derived  from  tlio  best  attainable  sources,  and  fixed  the 
amount  as  about  •143,000,000,  of  Tvbich  some  $12,000,000  was  probably 
bilver.  Taking  this  estimate  as  a  basis,  we  have:  amount  of  gold 
coin  June  30,  1875,  $130,000,000;  adding  to  this  the  product  of  the 
mines  for  1876,  $46,750,000,  and  importations,  $7,992,000,  furnishes 
$184,742,000 ;  deducting  the  exports,  $31,177,000,  and  about  $2,000,000 
consumed  in  the  arts  and  manufactures,  leaves  a  net  balance  of  about 
$151,665,000  gold  in  the  country  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  June 
'Mf  1876.  The  estimated  amount  of  silver  coin  June  30,  1875,  was 
about  $12,000,000 ;  importations  during  1870,  $7,942,000 ;  product  of 
the  mines,  $38,500,000;  giving  a  gross  amount  of  $58,442,000,  from 
which  deduct  exportations,  $25,329,000,  and  amount  employed  in  manu- 
factures, $3,0($[F,000,  leaves  $30,113,000  as  our  stock  of  silver  coin  and 
balUon  June  30, 1876 — a  total  amount  of  both  gold  and  silver  coin 
and  bullion  of  $181,678,000.  This  increase  during  the  year  of  about 
$39,000,000  in  the  national  coin  is  gratifying,  in  view  of  the  future 
resumption  of  8];>e<;ie  payments  and  the  fulfillment  of  the  laws  in  rela- 
tion to  the  same. 

CHANGE  IN  TUE  BELATIVE  VALUE  OF  GOLD  AND  SILVEK. 

The  average  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  from  the  establishment 
of  the  money-system  of  the  United  States  in  1792  down  to  the  year 
1870  was  about  as  1  to  15^,  from  which  ratio  there  were  no  important 
Tariations,  except  that  in  1859  silver  appreciated  nearly  five  per  cent., 
as  oompaied  with  its  relative  value  to  gold  in  1843.  In  1760  the  rela- 
tive value  of  gold  and  silver  was  as  1  to  14.29 ;  in  1781, 1  to  13^ ;  and 
in  1809, 1  to  16.25 ;  or  a  change  of  21/^  per  cent.  Taking  1781  as  the 
year  of  the  highest  relative  value  of  silver  since  1760,  and  the  average 
of  the  flJTSt  seven  months  of  1876  as  the  lowest  within  a  period  of  95 
years,  shows  a  change  of  34  per  cent,  in  the  relative  value  of  the  two 
metals.  In  1849  the  ratio  was  as  1  to  16.78,  and  in  1859, 1  to  15.19, 
representing  a  change  of  3^^  per  cent  This  covered  the  period  of  an 
extraordinary  addition  to  the  world's  supply  of  gold  &om  the  mines  of 
CalifomiaandAustralia.  Thatthechaugeinrelativevaluewasnotgreater 
than  this  appears  to  be  conclusive  that  either  there  existed  a  vacuum 
for  the  absorption  of  gold  or  that  it  is  naturally  more  unvarying  in 
vflJne  than  silver.  Evidences  of  an  approaching  important  alteration 
became  apparent  in  1872,  or  immediately  after  a  change  from  a  silver 
to  a  gold  standard  by  the  German  Empire  had  been  definitely  deter- 
mined upon.  This  change  progressed  very  gradually  during  the  years 
1872, 1873,  and  1874,  became  marked  in  1875,  and  during  the  first  seven 
months  of  1876  was  so  great  as  to  be  without  a  parallel  in  modern  times. 
At  one  time  in  July  of  this  year,  the  commercial  relation  of  the  two 
metals  was  as  1  to  20.17.*  Since  the  last-named  date  there  has  been 
a  i^tMlual  recovery,  the  price  at  present,  Oetober  20, 1876,  being  163^A 
cents  per  standard  ounce,  corresponding  to  a  ratio  of  1  to  17.96.  The 
large  purchases  of  silver  by  the  United  States  no  doubt  had  a  very 
decided  effect  in  arresting  the  decline  and  also  in  promoting  the  recov- 
eiy  in  price  whicH  has  since  taken  place.  If  the  substitution  of  silver 
cola  for  the  firactional  currency  had  not  been  underfaken  in  this  country, 
the  price  of  silver  would  no  doubt  have  fallen  lower  than  it  did  in  July 
lastv  and  its  appreciation  since  then  been  less  than  it  has  been. 

'■     '  ■  — ^^^^— ■  .  I  I  I    II    ■    I  t  I  ;      I  II  ■■    ■  I      iillMW  I         I.  »i     . 

*  This  texDporary  and  exceptional  ratio  of  1  to  20.17  in  July,  1876,  comuared  with 
that  of  1  to  13.33,  the  avera^  daring  1761,  showed  a  change  iu  relative  valae  of  51-f)r 
for  oent.  in  a  period  of  9&  years,  during  whioh  there  were  variona  ilactaations. 
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The  change  in  the  relative  valae  of  the  precioas  metals  is  iiot^  I 
ever,  dae  altogether  to  the  depreciation  of  silver,  there  evidently  h*%  - 
been  during  the  same  period,  1871  to  1876,  au  appreciation  of  i. 
bnt  it  is  sbght  compared  with  the  depreciation  of  silver.     In  mu^ 
tins  statement  in  reference  to  gold,  I  am  aware  that  nearly  all  the  { >  i  • 
nent  aathorities  in  Europe,  induding  the  highly  intelligent  Britd^b  i . 
mission  which  recently  examined  and  reported  on  this  subject,  t  - 
the  change  in  the  relative  valuation  of  gold  and  silver  as  beiii^  s^< 
a  depreciation  of  silver.    The  new  gold  coinage  of  Germany,  ^  L 
commenced  in  1872,  now  amounts  to  more  than  $337,000,000  in    • 
money  terms.    While  this  coinage  has  been  in  progress,  Austria  ;  i 
the  Netherlands,  countries  of  the  silver  standard,  have  each  coined  ^ 
for  the  purpose  of  regulating  and  conducting  foreign  exchanges,  .  * 
France  has  largely  increased  her  stock  of  that  metal.    I  oaonot   i » 
think  that  the  demand  for  gold  by  these  countries  and  the  Scanii . : 
vian  States,  in  which  there  has  been  recently  a  change  to  the  ;:• 
standard,  exceeded  the  supply  available  for  coinage  fr^  the  niiiit'^ 
the  world,  and  to  a  sufficient  extent  to  produce  a  slight  advance  iu  . 
value. 

The  dividing-line  between  the  depreciation  of  silver  and  the  appi* 
ation  of  gold  cannot  be  accurately  determined;  but  it  is  very  clear  tl> 
the  change  in  the  relative  value  of  the  two  metals  has  been  principa. 
caused  by  depreciation  of  silver.    The  causes  which  effected  this  unr  i 
ampled  change  were  stated  and  discussed  in  my  previous  r^^ort8 ;  I  -  j 
they  may  be  summarized  in  the  order  of  their  importance  in  {Mrodui .  *  i 
the  decline,  as  follows:  First,  the  change  from  the  silver  to  the  ^o 
standard  by  the  German  Empire  and  the  Scandinavian  States ;  secoi.j! 
the  use  of  a  forced  paper  currency  in  Bussia,  Austria,  and  some  otL» 
countries;  third,  diminished  demand  for  export  to  the  Indies  and  Cbi;.. 
fourth,  the  limitation  placed  on  the  coinage  of  silver  by  countries  of  t  L 
double  standard ;  fifth  and  last,  increased  production  of  that  metaL 

The  aJteration  in  the  relative  value  of  the  two  metals  shows  cou4  :■ 
sively  that  their  exchange  or  purchasing  power  is  due,  in  a  greater  tu 
gree,  to  their  use  as  money,  than  has  heretofore  been  generally  ct*:. 
ceded,  and  this  point  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  considering  tbt*  / 
probable  future  relative  value. 

BEYIEW  OF  THE  SETEBAL  PROPOSITIONS  FOB  THE  COIMAOS  OF  LKG  vl 
TENDEB  SILVEB  DOLLABS  X7ia>EB  A  DOUBLE  8TAin>ABI>,  kC. 

The  decline  in  the  value  of  silver  and  the  approach  of  the  time  ii\» «: 
by  law  for  specie  resumption  has  led  to  a  proposition  for  the  restoratii  i. 
of  the  silver  dollar  of  412^  grains,  with  unrestricted  coinage  and  u.i 
limited  legal-tender. 

This  proposition,  if  adopted,  would  make  the  relative  value  of  go'A 
to  silver  in  the  coinage  as  1  to  15.9884,  or  very  nearly  1  to  16.  A  doli.t: 
of  412.8  grains,  which  would  correspond  exactly  to  the  relation  of  1  to 
16,  and  one  based  on  the  ratio  of  1  to  15^,  have  also  been  proposed. 

In  the  discussion  of  some  of  these  propositions  it  has  been  lotimati«l, 
if  not  directly  charged,  that  the  repeal  by  the  coinage  act  of  187;$  ^ 
what  may  properly  be  termed  the  remnant  of  the  silver  staQdard  \vk 
by  the  demonetizing  legislation  of  1853,  was  done  without  doe  ootiMd 
oration  or  in  the  interest  of  certain  creditors  of  the  United  States  anu 
to  insure  payment  of  the  latter  in  gold  coin.  An  examination  of  tLc 
public  records  will  show  that  the  discussion  and  consideration  of  tbo  in-i 
referred  to  covered  a  period  of  more  than  two  years,  that  thm  was  do 
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'  --'   rrovisioos,  mnd  that  all  proper  care  was 
"  u  per&e(  as  ineaible.    Ilw  lyireetot 
■'  I  LtiOD  to  tfaovariotu  pnjviiioiM  ol  the 

-t:tl  poaaage,  and  be  is  able  to  state  tliftt, 
Ulhi,  Uk-h'  wAJi  no  desire  or  effort  ud  the  pait  of  aoy  ooe 
B  measore  ta  favor  ritber  debtors  or  creditois,  or  to  do  any- 
an  what  tbcy  beliernd  to  be,  frotn  Uio  best  of  tbetr  koowl- 
ia  the  iotemxta  of  the  pablic  wrrioe  and  of  the  people  of 
.larje. 

draft  of  the  bil!  revUiug  tbe  lavs  relative  to  the  miflla, 
and  toinags  of  the  United  States  was  prepared  iu  ISm 
qiofvisioD  of  John  Jay  Kdox,  tben  deputy  aed 
'  Ourraacy,  and  was  txaDsmitwd  to  tbe  Senate 
>''  Treasnry  April  3S,  IS70,  tbe  views  and  criti- 
i  reasary  olBoers  and  other  gentlemen  ooDVersaot 
'.  ooinage  sabjeets  having  been  previoosly  re- 
;  ublisbed,  in  compliance  with  a  resolation  of  tbe 

Knax,  which  aooompanied  the  bill,  explained  in 

I  pr»fww<l  amendmeata,  and  rt/emd  ^tt^Jleatlj/  to  lAs  •Utcr 

'  "i  giewrifawiaw  as  a  Mtandard.    Tbe  trill,  amr  ditcosaloo, 

a  Saeate  January  10,  1S71,  and  on  tbe  27th  of  M^  of  the  fol- 

~r,  un,  pasted  the  Hooso  of  Bepreseatativea.    Having  been 

f  tbe  Hooie,  tt  was  retomcd  to  the  Benate,  and  passed  that 

"  r  17|  I8T3.    U  next  came  belbre  a  coofnreooe  oommlttee  of 

,  and  8iib«e<iaenUy,  Vebmary  12, 1S73,  became  a  taw, 

n  nais  after  its  Introdactiao  in  tJu  Senate.    It  appears  Cron 

I  docameats  that  only  one  or  two  of  tlio  aBnerou  experts 

1  the  bill  recoiniDeoded  the  retention  of  the  aOver  dollar^ 

<  a  aiogiD  member  of  Consreas  in  ilebate  oi>poeed  its  aboa- 

t  extiacta  firom  tbe  speeches  of  illlTefcut  locmben  of  tbe 
r  Beimaeotatives  on  the  ooloa^  bill  prove  Iwyoud  qaestlou 
~  ~  loaad  altoUtioD  of  tbe  silver  dollar  was  well  sndemood  at 
4  neasm  was  pendiof.    Mr.  Hooper,  wlu>  bad  tbe  Mil  la 
i  explaiaed  lis  pravisloui  In  deUU,  aald : 


ri  to  ttrfr  Htnl  w«(||bt  wImb  b«l«w  th«  ttaBdMd  wclcU  aii4  Irt— aw. 
■  i^aiSB  b  •  (»«iwetai«at  of  exiaUng  Uwb.  Id  Mddhiua,  II  daolans  Iha 
-CSwwrty-JhkaBdMgbb-taBtto  naiMof  ataaiUid  s«Mta  b«  Um  nail  of 
' — laHMlb  beviw  bwn  ia  Ikfi  aoutaT  to  mu*  jwn  Um  ctsMlwd  « 

I.  ■!  hliliplfi  III  Tiiil  ITillilaMifMin  if  111  I  Til  III  mi  i mIiIm. 

,  wMth  bjl**  i«  MW  Um  iiOUy  deetsnd  mil  af  tkIim,  Oam  mot 
. .  -UUr*  iinmttkm  tu  tbo  goU  4oIkr.    IWds  wurtb  ituriMioaUT  aboat 

i  ihnaMDUlagolid,  iicuMtdmlatoDonowTMitJjr  vtUiUMtfiMogia*. 

■P  armv,  M«  la  Imp.  proTidcd  fiv  Lba  oolaac*  of  "AaUan  «c  Bsil^  «mIi  to  U 
•vitM  a<  ■  $p«al>li  BUkd  dolUr,  M  lbs  MOW  teMO«  vtunst,  sad  to  oaoWa  tlitM 
h>l_— •Mwww^-OBBaBdfciar^tetiealbigBJMrfpawortoafliaatoJaaJ^KIaaa 

kaaOsroffcawiighidMB  ta  dicalMloa  «Mtsta»d  tbtw  bnalnA  sad 

— I  w*<w-«l|btlM  imtua  ef  MM  lUvar.  bal  Ik*  tvWIan  cv  etrar  la 

\twr  *J>*  Mirieia  Mlar  !■  mM  I»  uvn  •riam  tnm  MMBlai  lb* 

idtellMt 

rar.wtridb 

,Mab««* 

■aiur*  10,107, 

llbi^wbU 


4 


244  PAPEBS  ACCOMFJLKYING  THE 

namely,  three  handred  and  seventy-one  and  one-fourth  jg^raius.  Theoommlitee,  . 
careful  coneiderationy  concladed  that  twenty-five  and  eight-tenths  graina  of  «t<:^i. 
gold|  constituting  the  gold  dollar,  should  be  declared  the  money  unit  or  represezi :  ^ 
of  ^e  dollar  of  account. 

Section  sixteen  re-enacts  the  provisions  of  the  existing  laws  defininjg  tbe  ^^ 
coins  and  their  weights,  respectively,  except  in  relation  to  the  silver  dollar,  vrbx 
reduced  in  weight  from  412^  to  384  grains,  thus  making  it  a  subsidiary  coin  in 
mony  with  the  silver  coins  of  less  denomination  to  securelts  ooncumnt  drealstion  \ 
them.  Hie  silver  dollar  of  412^  grains,  by  reason  of  its  bullion  or  intrinaio  "raliie  t:- 
greaterthan  its  nominal  value,  long  since  ceased  to  be  a  coin  of  oirDiiIatioii,  ar. 
melted  by  manufacturers  of  silver  ware.  It  does  not  circulate  now  in  oomnMcciaJ  tr. 
actions  with  any  country,  and  the  convenience  of  these  manufacturers  in  this  rcep<*x-i 
better  be  met  by  supplying  small  stamped  bars  of  the  same  standard,  avoiding  tb«-  ^ 
less  expense  of  coining  the  dollar  for  tiiat  purpose.    (Congressional  Olobeu  vol.  1*.  . 
2305.) 

Mr.  Stoagbtou,  of  the  Coinage  Committoei  in  advocating  tbo  1  * 
said: 

The  gold  coins  provided  for  are  as  foUows : 

Double-eagle,  ($20) 
"10 

-     \*^ 
Qnarter-e«gle,  (|2UiO) « 


Earie,  ($15) 
Half' 


:-eagle,  ($5) 1 


Three-doUar  piece,  (|3) 


arpu 


*  • 


4  •      I 


One  dollar,  (|1,)  the  unit  of  value 

Which  are  declared  to  be  a  legal-tender  for  all  sums  at  their  denominational  va: 
Aside  from  the  three-dollar  piece,  which  is  a  deviation  from  oor  metrioal  ratio,  i* 
therefore  objectionable,  the  only  change  in  the  present  law  is  in  more  olearlv  apo^ . 
log  the  gold  dollar  as  a  unit  of  value.  This  was  probably  the  intention,  and  perh . 
the  effect,  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1649,  but  it  ought  not  to  be  left  to  inarance  or  :. 
plication.  Tho  value  of  silver  depends,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  tbo  flaotnation*  i 
the  market  and  the  supply  and  demand.  Gold  is  practically  the  standard  of  %  a. 
among  all  civilised  nations,  and  tho  time  has  come  in  this  country  when  the  j;o1<1  i. 
lar  should  be  distinctly  declared  to  be  tho  coin  representative 'of  the  money  u:. 
(Same,  p.  2308.) 

Mr.  PottcFi  in  commenting  upon  the  billy  says : 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  a  biU  of  importance.    When  it  was  before  the  lloose  in  tbo  «*u    i 
part  of  this  session  I  took  some  objections  to  it  which  I  am  inclined  now  to  think.  :  i 
view  of  aU  tho  circumstances,  were  not  entirely  weU  founded,  but  after  farther  rcii< 
tion  I  am  stiU  convinced  that  it  is  a  measure  which  it  is  hardly  worth  while  for  ub  * 
adopt  at  this  time.    *    *    *    ThlsbiUprovidesfor  the  making  of  changes  in  the  le*^- 
tender  coin  of  the  country,  and  for  substituting^  as  lecal-ten&r  coin  €f  ealf  m«  ai' ' 
in9lMd  a$  hcrtiqfore  of  two,    I  think  myself  this  would  be  a  wise  proviiioD,  anil  tL .: 
legal-tender  coins,  exoont  subsidiary  coin,  should  he  of  gold  aUmo  ;  but  why  should  r.  • 
legislate  on  this  now,  when  we  aro  not  using  either  of  those  metals  as  a  dnulatt'  ^ 
medium! 

The  bill  provides  also /or  a  change  im  reepect  of  ike  weight  and  vaUie  ^  (As  titer  dol\^' 
which  I  think  is  a  subject  which,  when  we  come  to  require  legislation  about  it  at :. .. 
will  demand  at  our  hands  very  serious  consideratioD,  and  which,  as  we  are  not  qv.:  . 
such  coins  for  circulation  now,  seems  at  this  time  to  be  an  unnecessary  sobjoct  aU-:: 
which  to  legislate.    (Same,  p.  2310.) 

Mr.  Kelley  also  said : 

I  wish  \a  ask  tho  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  [Mr.  Potter]  if  he  koows  of  j'  \ 
government  in  the  world  which  makes  its  subsidiary  coinage  of  full  value.  Tlie  bU  v  ri 
coin  of  England  is  10  per  cent,  below  the  value  of  irold  coin,  and,  acting  under  the  a^i• 
vice  of  the  experts  of  this  country  and  of  England  and  f^nce,  Japan  has  niad«  b« . 
silver  coinage  within  the  last  year  12  per  cent,  below  the  value  of  gold  o(^,  ami  t<r 
this  reason:  li  m  imwuiXble  iOreUiin  the  double  standard.  The  raluesnf  mMaadsilr,* 
continually  fluctuate.  You  cannot  determine  this  year  what  wiU  be  the  reiatiTe  ral  iv* 
of  gold  and  silver  next  year.  They  wore  10  to  1  a  short  time  affo ;  they  are  10  to  1 
now. 
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Hence  all  experience  bas  abovrn  that  yon  mnst  have  one  standard  coin  which  shall 
be  a  leeal  tender  for  all  others,  and  then  yon  may  promote  yonr  domestic  conyenience 
by  bavliDg  a  subsidiary  coina<^e  of  silver,  Trhich  snail  circnlate  in  all  j^arts  of  yonr 
country  as  legal  tender  for  a  limited  amount  and  bo  redeemable  at  its  lace-valne  by 
yonr  gorommant.  But,  sir,  I  again  call  the  attention  of  thcHouse  to  the  £sct  that  the 
gentlemen  who  oppose  this  bill  insist  upon  maintaining  a  silyer  dollar  worth  three 
And  one-half  cents  more  than  the  gold  dollar,  and  worth  seven  cents  more  than  two 
Iialf-doUarsy  and  that  so  lonff  as  those  provisions  remain  you  cannot  keep  silver  coin  in 
the  country.    (Same,  p.  231U.) 

It  shonld  also  be  noted  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  an- 
imal report  for  1S72|  called  the  special  attention  of  Congress  to  the  de- 
cline in  the  value  of  silver  and  recommended  legislation  npon  the  sub- 
ject as  follows : 

In  the  last  ten  years  the  commeroial  valae  of  silver  has  depreciated  about  3  per  cent, 
as  compared  with  gold,  and  its  nse  as  »  currency  has  been  discontinued  by  Germany 
and  by  some  other  countries.  The  financial  condition  of  the  United  States  has  pre- 
vented the  use  of  silver  as  currency  for  more  than  ten  years,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that, 
npcm  grounds  of  public  policy,  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  introduce  it,  bnt  that  the 
ooinilge  should  bie  limited  to  commercial  purposes,  and  designed  exclusively  for  com- 
mereial  uses  with  other  nations. 

The  intrinsic  value  of  a  metallio  cnrrency  shonld  correspond  to  its  commercial  value, 
or  metal  shonld  be  used  for  the  coinage  of  tokens  redeemable  by  the  Government  at 
their  nominal  value.  As  the  depreciation  of  silver  is  likely  to  continue,  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  issue  ooin  redeemable  in  gold  without  ultimate  loss  to  the  Government;  for 
wken  the  difference  becomes  considerable  the  holders  will  present  the  silver  for  re- 
demntion  and  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  to  be  disposed  of  subsequently 

Thenfims,  in  renewing  the  recommendations  heretofore  made  for  the  passage  of  the 
Hint  UU,  I  snjKest  such  alterations  as  wUl  prohibit  the  coinage  of  eUver  for  dreulaHon 
in  tJUe  oMMiry,  rat  that  authority  be  given  for  the  coinage  of  a  silver  dollar  that  shaU 
be  as  valuable  as  the  Mexican  dollar,  and  to  be  furnished  at  its  actual  cost. 

llie  proposed  change  in  onr  monetary  system  involves  grave  conse- 
qaenoes  and  requires  the  most  careful  consideration.  Before  entering 
into  detail  npon  the  subject,  it  is  proper  to  briefly  refer  to  the  monetary 
legislation  enacted  in  this  country  prior  to  1873|  and  the  practical  results 
which  followed  the  same.  The  question  of  a  single  or  a  double  standard 
is  by  no  means  a  new  one  in  this  country;  on  the  contrary,  it  has  re- 
ceived as  careful  consideration,  and  been  as  intelligently  discussed,  in 
the  United  States  as  in  any  other  country.  It  came  up  soon  after  the 
organization  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  in  connection  with  the 
establishment  of  a  mint  and  a  money  system,  and  was  elaborately  and 
ably  reviewed  by  Alexander  Hamilton,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  his 
celebrated  report  on  the  establishment  of  the  Mint.  In  that  report  the 
inquiry  was  raised^  whether  the  money  unit  of  the  United  States  should 
be  peculiarly  attached  to  either  of  the  metals  in  preference  to  the  other 
or  not,  and,  if  to  either,  to  which  of  them  t"  On  this  and  other  impor- 
tant points  connected  with  the  subject,  the  following  observations  were 
made: 

^<  An  additional  reason  for  considering  the  prevailing  dollar  as  the 
standard  of  the  present  money  unit,  rather  than  the  ancient  one,  is, 
that  it  will  not  only  be  contormable  to  the  true  existing  proportion  be- 
tween the  two  metals  in  this  country,  but  will  be  more  conformable  to 
that  which  obtains  in  the  commercial  world  generally.  The  difference 
established  in  the  United  States  by  custom  between  coined  gold  and 
coined  silver  has  been  stated  npon  another  occasion  to  be  nearly  as  1 
to  15.6.  This,  if  truly  ^e  case,  would  imply  that  gold  is  extremely 
overvalued  in  the  United  States,  for  the  highest  actual  proportion  in  any 
part  of  Europe  very  little,  if  at  all,  exceeds  1  to  15,  and  the  average 
proportion  throughout  Europe  is  probably  not  more  than  about  1  to  14^. 
But  that  statement  has  proceeded  upon  the  idea  of  the  ancient  doUarc 
One  pennyweight  of  gold  22  carats  fine,  at  6$.  Sd.,  and  the  old  Seville 
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piece  of  386  grains  and  15  mites  of  pare  silver,  at  1$.  Gd.,  furuisli 
exact  ratio  of  1  to  15.6262.    Bnt  this  does  not  coincide  with  tbe  r 
di£Perence  between  the  metals  in  onr  market,  or,  which  witb  ii«  i^  : 
same  thing,  in  onr  currency.    To  determine  this,  the  qnantity  of  t 
silver  in  the  general  mass  of  the  dollars  now  in  circulation  mast  at! 
the  mle.    Taking  the  rate  of  the  late  dollar  of  374  grains,  the  pro; 
tion  would  be  as  1  to  15.11.    Taking  the  rate  of  the  newest  dollar*  r 
proportion  would  be  as  1  to  14.87.    The  mean  of  the  two  would  £:ive  t 
proportion  of  1  to  15.  very  nearly ;  less  than  the  legal  proportion  in  : 
coins  of  Great  Britam,  which  is  as  1  to  15.2 ;  bnt  somewhat  more  tl. 
the  actual  or  market  proportion,  which  is  not  quite  1  to  15. 

^' The  preceding  view  of  the  subject  does  not  indeed  afford  a  preciM* 
certain  definition  of  the  present  unit  in  the  ooins^  bnt  it  famishes  il  > 
which  will  serve  as  guides  in  the  progress  of  the  investigation.  It  li 
certainSf  at  lea.st,  that  the  sum  in  the  money  of  account  of  each  St.i: 
corresponding  with  the  nominal  vidoe  of  the  dollar  in  such  State,  <-* 
responds  also  with  24  grains  and  f  of  a  grain  of  floe  gold,  and  wr 
something  between  368  and  374  grains  of  fine  silver. 

<<The  next  inquiry  toward  a  right  determination  of  what  ought  to  i 
the  future  money  unit  of  the  United  States  turns  upon  these  qnast  ion 
Whether  it  ought  to  be  peculiarly  attached  to  either  of  the  metsL^^  i 
preference  to  the  other,  or  not;  and,  if  to  either,  to  which  of  them  f 

<^The  suggestions  and  proceedingis  hitherto  have  had  for  their  objrt 
the  annexing  of  it  emphatically  to  the  stiver  dollar.  A  rescriation  *  * 
Oongress  on  the  6th  of  July,  1785,  declares  that  the  money  onit  of  tli 
United  States  shall  be  a  dollar;  and  another  resolution,  of  the  8th of  A:; 

fust,  1780,  fixes  the  dollar  at  375  grains  and  64  hundredths  of  a  grain  <> 
nesilver.  The  same  resolution,  however,  determines  that  there  shall  al^ 
be  two  gold  coins,  one  of  246  grains  and  268  parts  of  a  grain  of  fiuK 
gold,  equal  to  ten  dollars,  and  the  other  of  half  that  quantity  of  ptir 
gold,  equal  to  five  dollars.    And  it  is  not  explained  whether  either  <! 
these  two  species  of  coins  of  gold  of  silver  shall  have  any  greater  le^r.ii 
ity  in  payments  than  the  o^er.    Yet  it  would  seem  that  a  prefereii" 
in  tJiis  particular  is  necessary  to  execute  the  idea  of  attaching  the  nii- 
exclusively  to  one  kind.    If  each  of  them  be  as  valid  as  the  other  r 
payments  to  any  amount,  it  is  not  obvious  in  what  eifectual  sense  eiihti 
of  them  can  be  deemed  the  money  unit  rather  than  the  other.    If  tij»' 
general  declaration  that  the  dollar  shall  be  the  money  unit  of  tbe  Uniff^i 
States  could  be  understood  to  give  it  a  superior  legality  in  pay  men  ts, 
the  institution  of  coins  of  gold,  and  the  dedaration  that  eaeh  of  thf^rn 
AbII  be  equal  to  a  certain  number  of  dollars,  would  appear  to  destror 
the  inference.    And  the  circumstance  of  making  the  dollar  tbe  unit  in 
the  money  of  account  seems  to  be  rather  matter  of  form  than  substani^e. 
'*  Contrary  to  tlio  ideas  which  have  hitherto  prevailed  in  the  sng^s^ 
tions  concerning  a  coinage  for  the  United  States^  although  not  without 
much  hesitation  arising  trcm  a  deference  for  those  ideas,  the  Seeretarv 
is,  upon  the  whole,  strongly  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  a  preferenct- 
ought  to  be  given  to  neither  of  the  metals  for  the  money  unit   Perhaps 
if  either  were  to  be  preferred,  it  ought  to  be  gold  rather  than  silvfr. 
The  reasons  are  these : 

<^The  inducement  to  such  a  preference  is  to  render  the  unit  as  littlo 
variable  as  possible,  because  on  this  depends  the  steady  value  of  nil 
contracts,  and  in  a  certain  sense  of  all  other  property.  And  it  is  trnly 
obeerved  that,  if  the  unit  belong  indiscriminately  to  both  the  metal(^  it 
is  subject  to  all  the  fluctuations  that  happen  in  the  rebitlve  vahie  which 
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tbey  bear  to  each  other.  Bat  the  same  reason  wonld  lead  to  annezmg 
it  to  that  particolar  one  which  is  itself  the  least  liable  to  variation,  if 
there  be,  in  tliis  respect,  any  discernible  difference  between  the  two* 

^^  €k>ld  may  perhaps  in  certain  senses  be  said  to  have  greater  stability 
than  silver,  as  being  of  superior  value.  Less  liberties  have  been  taken 
with  it  in  the  regnlations  of  different  countries.  Its  standard  has  re- 
mained more  uniform,  and  it  has  in  other  respects  undergone  fewer 
changes.  As  being  not  so  much  an  article  of  merchandise,  owing  to 
the  use  made  of  silver  in  the  trade  with  the  East  Indies  and  China,  it 
is  less  liable  to  be  influenced  by  circumstances  of  commercial  demand. 
ABd  if,  reasoning  by  analogy,  there  could  be  afSrmed  that  there  is  a 
physical  probability  of  greater  proi>ortional  increase  in  the  qnsntlty  of 
silver  than  in  that  of  gold,  it  would  afford  an  additional  reason  for  cal- 
cnlating  on  greater  steadiness  in  the  value  of  the  latter. 

**As  long  as  gold,  either  from  its  intrinsic  superiority  as  a  metal,  from 
its  greater  rarity,  or  from  the  prejudices  of  mankind,  retains  so  consid- 
enable  a  pre-eminence  in  value  over  silver  as  it  has  hitherto  had,  a  nat* 
nral  consequence  seems  to  be  that  its  condition  will  be  more  stationaiy. 
The  revolutions,  therefore,  which  may  take  place  in  the  comparative 
valne  of  gold  and  silver  will  be  changes  in  the  state  of  the  latter  rather 
than  in  the  former." 

It  appears  from  the  foregoing  extract  that,  while  admitting  his  pref- 
erence for  gold  as  the  monetary  unit,  Hamilton,  for  reasons  which  he 
CEzplalned,  reoommended  the  use  of  both  metals  in  a  fixed  ratio,  and 
with  pieoisely  equal  ftinctians  in  respect  to  legal  tender  and  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  money  of  account.  The  original  coinage  act,  improved 
April  2, 1792,  established  the  money  of  account  and  a  double  standard 
of  gold  and  nlver,  in  the  relative  valuation  of  1  to  15,  which  proportion 
for  the  coinage  was  believed  at  that  time  to  correspond  with  the  oom- 
merdal  relation  of  the  two  metals ;  but  soon  after  the  coinage  com- 
meaced  it  was  found  that  gold  was  undervalued,  and  that  coins  of  this 
metal  were  nearly  always  at  a  premium,  and  were  generally  either 
melted  or  exported  soon  after  being  issued  from  the  Mint. 

As  early  as  1819  the  sulrject  of  a  remedy  for  this  evil  received  the  at- 
tention oi  some  of  the  most  prominent  statesmen  and  financiers  of  that 
day,  and  brought  on  a  discussion  which  continued,  with  some  interrup- 
tions, for  fifteen  years,  during  which  time  the  subject  was  examined  and 
reported  on  by  a  select  committee  of  the  Senate  and  a  select  committee 
of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives.  These  reports  show  that  the  persons 
composing  the  committees  possessed  on  extensive  knowledge  of  the  sci- 
ence of  money,  and  that  the  examination  was  exhaustive  and  complete 
in  every  respect 

The  result  of  the  discussion  from  1819  to  1834  was  the  passage,  in  the 
year  last  named,  of  an  act  in  which  the  coining  rate  of  gold  was  increased 
6.681  per  centum,  which  was  accomplished  by  simply  reducing  the 
weight  of  the  gold  coins.  The  object  of  this  act  was  to  insure  to  the 
ooontry  the  circulation  of  gold ;  consequently  there  was  not  any  refer- 
ence in  it  to  the  silver  coins,  or  to  a  proportional  standard  of  silver  and 
gold,  as  in  the  act  of  1792.  The  subject  was  again  discussed  prior  to 
and  in  connection  with  the  coinage  legislation  of  1852  and  1853.  The 
double  standard  established  by  the  act  of  1792  was  in  effect  materially 
changed  by  the  reduction  in  Uie  weight  of  the  gold  coins  by  the  act  of 
1834.  This  latter  act  was  modified  by  a  subsequent  act,  of  January  18, 
1837,  altering  the  proportion  of  fine  metal  in  the  coins  to  nine-tenths. 
The  actual  weights  were  also  necessarily  altered  to  correspond,  but  the 
intriosic  value  of  the  coins  as  represented  by  the  pure  gidd  and  silver 
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remained  practically  the  same,  and  we  therefore  ilesiguato  tbo  act  of 
1834  as  that  which  was  operative  in  introducing  the  changed  ratioB  of 
the  gold  and  silver  coine. 

The  section  of  the  act  of  1702  establishing  a  proportional  standntd  of 
golil  and  fiilver  is  as  follows : 

"  SRcitON  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  proportional  value 
of  f^old  to  silver,  in  all  coins -which  shall  bylaw  be  current  as  money 
witliin  the  United  States,  shall  be  an  15  to  1,  according  to  quantity  in 
weight  of  pare  gold  or  pare  silver.  That  is  to  Ray,  every  fifteen  poundil 
weight  of  pnre  stiver  shall  be  of  erinal  value  in  all  payments  with  one 
]K>and  weight  of  pure  gold,  and  so  in  proportion  aa  to  any  greater  or  iesfl 
quaottties  of  the  respective  metals." 

The  provisions  of  this  section  applied  to  current  foreign  coins,  as  well 
as  those  issued  under  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

The  silver  dollar  antborized  by  the  act  of  1702,  and  which,  prior  to 
tJie  change  of  standard  in  IS^U,  was  of  less  value  than  the  gold  ooio, 
did  not  enter  to  any  extent  into  circulation  as  money,  and  its  coioaffA 
was  suspended  at  the  close  of  the  year  1S04,  up  to  which  timo  there  bad 
been  only  1,439,517  pieces  coined.  Ko  silver  dollars  were  strack  firom 
that  time  until  1837,  except  some  specimen  pieces  in  183G  to  illostrate  a 
new  die,  and  which  were  not  issned. 

Id  the  legislation  of  183J,  as  in  that  of  1792,  the  gold  roinagevaA 
haned  on  the  valuation  of  that  metal,  understood  at  the  time  to  nor- 
respond  with  its  commejx;ial  relation  to  silver;  bnt  silver  t>eing  ooder- 
valued  in  our  coinage,  as  compared  with  its  coining  rate  in  France  and 
ftome  other  countries  of  the  double  standanl,  the  tendency  was  to  its 
exportation. 

At  the  end  of  about  sixteen  ycjtrs,  and  DOtwithstAnding  there  liad 
been  a  rontinnons  coinage  of  the  small  silver  coins,  they  had,  in 
eonseqnence  of  their  nodervnl  nation,  been  melted  and  exported 
to  an  extent  rendering  change-money  very  scarce,  and  entJtiling  great 
inconvenience  to  the  country,  and  anew  ndjastment  again  tiecame 
neceasary.  An  act  was  then  (1S03)  passed  demonetizing  the  halfdoUaTt 
'loarter-dollar,  dime  and  half'^lime  by  a  redaction  of  7.i  per  oeaLof 
their  weight,  and  a  limitation  of  their  legal  tender  to  $'i.  Tbia  insared 
the  retention  of  these  denominations  of  silver  coins  in  circulation  antit 
they  were  expelled,  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  Iat«  war,  by 
the  insne  of  a  forreii  paper  currency.  The  silver  dollar  was  not  referml 
to  in  this  last  act,  and  probably  for  the  reason  that  it  had  ne^i^r  COQSU* 
tutod  any  appreciable  portion  of  tlie  circulating  medium,  and  for  the 
atlditional  rcation  that  the  gold  dollar,  or  nnit,  authorized  four  yean 
previously,  (act  of  Itl^rch  3, 1849,)  had  already  been  largely  coined,  and 
supplied  the  place  in  the  circulation  for  which  the  stiver  dolhir  mu 
ongiouUy  intended. 

With  the  exception  of  the  fractional  denominations  of  Uie  dolhir  for 
the  purpose  of  change,  gold  became  the  principal  money  of  oolD>p^f- 
uionts  after  the  ye.ar  1834,  and  ho  continued  until  1873,  when  H  WM 
toado  by  law  the  metallic  money  sbindard.  It  should  here  be  stfttad 
that,  with  the  exception  of  tlio  act  of  April  2, 1792,  the  varions  ncU  rf  1 
CoDgrvfis  make  no  reference  ton  proi>ortional  standard  of  gold  ~~" 
diver,  bat  simply  llx  weight,  ttRcne«x,  and  legal  tender  of  coins;  . 
Uitocounie  apiiears  to  have  been  followed  in  omitting  the  silver  doll 
tbre&oent  silver,  and  two-cent  bronze  coins  In  tbo  coinage  act  of  K 

For  many  years  jmor  to  1873  gold  apjiears  to  have  Xxen  recognl. 
as  the  monctniy  standard  of  tlio  Unite<l  HtataR  In  legialatioD  and 
Treasury  transaction:*.    Thoactof  Febniary21,18M,dftmoneti«injidI 
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coins,  aathorized  their  issae  in  exchange  only  for  gold  coins,  and  gold 
coins  tiins  received  were  to  be  nsed  in  the  purchase  of  silver  bollion  for 
coinage  of  fractional  pieces.  This  act  wholly  ignored  the  silver  dollar. 
The  act  of  March  3, 1863,  aathorized  the  Treasury  to  receive  deposits 
of  gold  coins  and  gold  bullion,  and  to  issue  certificates  therefor,  in  sums 
of  not  less  than  twenty  dollars,  corresponding  with  the  denominations 
of  United  States  notes,  and  redeemable  in  gold  coin  on  demand.  This 
act  shows  unmistakably  that  gold  and  not  silver  obligations  had  to  be 
provided  for. 

In  the  Mint  Beport  for  18G1  the  then  Director,  ex-Governor  Pollock, 
made  the  following  observations  in  reference  to  the  positions  of  the 
gold  and  silver  doUars : 

<^  The  gold  dollar  of  the  United  States,  conforming  in  standard  value 
and  decimal  character  to  all  the  gold  and  silver  coinage  of  the  country, 
except  the  silver  dollar,  has  been  properly  selected  and  should  be  retained 
as  the  stamdard  of  value  for  all  foreign  coins  used  or  employed  in  commercial 
or  governmental  transactions  tcith  other  nations.  The  silver  dollar  of  the 
TTnited  States,  differing  as  it  does  in  commercial  and  decimal  value  from 
the  other  silver  coins  of  the  country,  cannot,  without  disturbing  our  deci- 
mal qpstem  and  producing  confusion  in  the  relative  value  of  our  gold 
and  silver  coinage,  be  used  as  a  standard.  The  legal  weight  of  the  silver 
dollar  is  412}  grains ;  of  two  half-dollars,  or  other  component  fractions 
of  the  dolliff,  384  grains— a  difference  of  28^  grains. 

^  Hie  silver  dol&r  as  it  now  is  has  actuaUy  three  values : 

^  1st  It  is  by  law  a  dollar  simply,  or  100  units  or  cents. 

<<  2d.  By  the  Min^price  of  silver  it  is  103.98  cents,  which  is  its  true 
commercial  value,  as  compared  with  gold. 

<^  3d.  It  has  an  interior  or  Min^  value,  which  is  determined  by  its  rela- 
tion to  the  silver  contained  in  the  half-dollar,  which  makes  it  107|| 
cents;  for  which  reason  single  pieces  are  paid  out  at  the  Mint  at  the 
oven  price  of  108  cents. 

^*Ab  the  dollar,  which  is  the  unit  of  our  money,  is  represented  in  gold 
coin,  it  would  seem  desirable  not  to  have  another  dollar  in  another 
metal  ^  but  if  this  is  inadmissible,  and  the  silver  dollar  should  be  retained, 
then  it  should  bo  reduced  to  eight-tenths  of  an  ounce,  to  be  in  true 
relation  to  our  other  silver  coins. 

*^Two  reasons  seem  to  have  influenced  Congress  in  retahiing  the  silver 
dollar  at  its  present  anomalous  terms :  First,  that  it  preserves  the  old 
dollar,  known  from  the  beginning  of  our  coinage,  and  often  exactly  stipu- 
lated for  in  deeds  of  rent-charge,  mortgage,  and  other  moneyed  securities. 
To  this  it  may  be  successfully  replied  tiiat  such  payments  are  now  always 
made  in  gold,  because  it  is  the  legal  and  usual  tender  for  .all  sums  ex- 
ceeding five  dollars,  and  because  silver  dollars  are  no  longer  to  be  had, 
or  are  very  rare.  In  the  second  place,  it  was  supposed  to  be  needed  for 
our  China  and  Bast  India  trade.  But  our  consular  advices  are  to  the 
effect  that  our  silver  dollars  are  very  reluctantly  taken  at  the  ports^  and 
not  at  all  in  the  interior  of  China.  They  are  believed  by  the  Chmeso 
to  be  of  less  value  than  they  r^ly  are.  The  reasons  for  its  retention 
having  ceased,  either  we  should  cease  to  coin  the  silver  dollar  or  it  should 
lie  made  to  conform  in  weight  and  value  to  onr  lesser  silver  coins." 

Foreign  exchanges  have  been  adjusted  for  many  years  on  a  gold 
basis,  and  it  cannot  be  ascertained  that  the  silver  dollar  ever  entered 
to  any  extent  into  the  fixing  of  international  tariffs  or  in  United  States 
receipts  and  payments,  liking  these  &cts  into  consideration,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  silver  dollmr  occupied  by  law  the  position  of  an 
anlimited  tender,  it  appears  that  the  general  understanding  at  home 


250  PAPERS  ACCOMPANYINO  THE 

and  abroad  has  been  that  the  money  of  coin  payments  in  this  ooun: 
since  1834  was  gold^  and  that  when  the  word  coin  was  used  in  oonno**: .  i 
with  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Government,  it  meant  gold  eoui. 

The  silver  dollar  certainly  conld  not  have  been  intended  as  the  moMt 
in  which  coin  obligations  were  to  be  discharged,  for  the  reason  ti.  .1 
fh>tti  1834  to  1873  it  had  rarely  appeared  in  circulation,  and  dmiog  i '"  \ 
greater  portion  of  that  time  was  at  a  premium,  the  general  nm^i'  <  ^ 
which  was  from  one  to  five  per  cent. 

The  coinage  act  of  1873,  in  so  far  as  it  made  gold  the  standard  « 
valne,  simply  confirmed  the  p  sition  whioh  that  metal  had  practice'  1 
held  in  tk\s  country  for  a  period  of  thirty-eight  years.  Prior  to  I  *^ 
little  or  no  silver,  except  that  contained  in  native  gold«  bad  been  )*r  ' 
dnced  in  the  United  States,  but  there  had  been  a  continuous  yieM  •! 
gold  for  thirty  years,  and  our  country  was  known  all  over  the  worM  ..  h 
a  gold  country. 

In  modern  times  there  has  never  been,  so  far  as  the  Du^ector  has  l>r« 
able  to  ascertain,  an  instance  of  a  government  undertaking  to  establ.^^ 
unlimited  l^al -tender  coins  at  a  value  above  that  of  tbeoommen:.. 
rate  of  bullion.  On  the  contrary,  the  actual  commercial  relation  of  tL« 
precious  metals  appears  in  all  cases  to  have  been  taken  into  mcofmut  i:. 
fixing  money  standards,  and  the  metals  valued  in  the  unlimited-tenu'-r 
coinage  strictly  in  conformity  therewith,  except  in  a  few  instaneeSy  wht  .->- 
a  trifling  seigniorage  had  been  exacted  to  cov^  the  cost  of  coinage. 

The  foregoing  reference  to  the  silver  dollar  of  412}  grains  appears  :  ^ 
be  called  for  fh>m  the  fieict  that  an  idea  prevails  to  some  extent  that  :: 
its  coinage  without  restriction  as  to  le^  tender  should  again  be  aa- 
thorized,  it  would,  without  further  provision  of  law,  occupy  the  positit»n 
of  a  legal  tender  as  to  all  unsettled  debts  and  unexpired  oMigatior^ 
made  prior  to  April  1, 1873. 

In  concluding  his  observations  on  the  proposition  to  reittoro  the  ailver 
dollar  of  412}  grains,  the  Durector  thinks  it  proper  to  state  what  in  hi^ 
opinion  would  have  been  the  probable  effect  had  the  silver  dollar  n« : 
been  omitted  as  one  of  the  coins  to  be  issued  under  the  provisions  of  tiu* 
coinage  act  of  1873.    Before  silver  oonld  have  been  coined  into  dollar- 
pieces  at  an  advantage  to  the  owner  over  a  sale  in  the  market  as  bullion. 
its  price  would  have  had  to  fall  to  about  68}  pence  per  ounce  British 
standard.    Although  silver  fell  to  this  point  in  November  and  Decem- 
ber of  1873,  it  appreciated  sufficie&tly  in  the  eaiiy  ptut  of  1874  to  bavt* 
made  the  dollar  more  valuable  as  bullion  than  coin.    The  price  settltTl 
below  that  figure  in  July,  1874,  and  has  not  been  up  to  it  since.    It  i<s 
of  course,  impossible  to  determine  with  certainty  to  what  extent  tlu- 
coinage  of  silver  dollars  in  the  United  States  woidd  have  retarded  tlK^ 
depreciation  of  silver.    It  would,  no  doubt,  have  bad  a  soaieirb»: 
greater  effect  in  that  direction  than  the  coinage  in  the  men  time  v' 
silver  for  the  redemption  of  firactional  currency,  but  France  and  b<  r 
monetary  allies  might  and  probably  would  have  taken  advantage  t>! 
snch  an  opportunity  to  adopt  the  single  gold  standard,  and  cease  alt<» 
gather  the  coinage  of  legal-tender  silver  coins  instead  of  merely  plaoii!«: 
as  they  did  a  limitation  on  their  coinage  and  issue  of  silver,  whioh  woaM 
have  thrown  a  supply  on  the  market  greatly  in  excess  of  the  amoaot 
which  could  possibly  have  been  used  for  coinage  in  tixe  United  States. 

I  think  it  is  safle  to  assume  that  had  our  mints  been  open  for  the  coin 
ago  of  the  silver  dollar  and  no  further  change  in  European  monetary 
standards  had  occurred,  the  effiect  would  have  been  to  have  kept  tlie 
price  of  silver  bullion  up  to  a  point  at  which  it  could  not  have  been 
profitably  coined  into  dollar*pieC6s  until  after  May,  1875|  when  the 
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prices  settled  to  5G}  pence  per  ounce  British  standard.  Tbe  silver  dot* 
lar  would  hare  been  receivable  for  cnstoms-dnes  to  the  United  States, 
and  there  woald  have  been  a  demand  for  it  for  that  pari>os6  to  t^e  ex- 
tent of  the  capacity  of  the  mints  to  coin  it,  say  $40,000,000  per  annum. 
This  coin  wonld  have  passed  in  and  out  of  the  Treasury  continnoosly 
and  taken  the  place  of  so  much  gold  coin.  The  silver  dollar  would  have 
taken  this  course  for  the  simple  reason  that  while  silver  in  tbe  market 
was  worth  111.4  cents  per  standard  ounce  in  gold,  the  coining  rate  was 
116.3  cents  per  ounce,  which,  after  deducting  one-half  per  cent,  for  coin- 
iDgy  would  have  given  the  depositor  of  silver  at  the  mint«  a  profit  of 
nearly  4}  i>er  cent.,  which  profit  would  have  increased  to  25  per  cent. 
when  silver  fell  to  47  pence.  The  use  of  gold  in  the  payment  of  cus- 
toms-duties wonld  have  decreased  as  the  supply  of  silver  dollars 
increased,  and  by  this  time  it  is  probable  that  the  Treasury  stock 
of  oohi  would  have  consisted  principally  of  silver  dollars.  As  all  the 
silver  dollars  that  could  have  since  been  coined  wonld  have  found  em- 
ployment in  the  manner  indicated,  they  would  thereby  have  been  given 
a  Talue  as  money  above  their  value  as  bullion,  as  well  as  above  that  of 
legal-tender  notes,  and  consequently  could  not  have  circulated  concur- 
rently with  the  latter. 

Having  stated  and  discussed  the  salient  points  connected  with  the 
restofation  of  the  dollar  of  412}  grains,  I  shall  next  refer  to  it  and  tbe 
other  propositions  as  having  for  their  object  the  establishment  by  law 
of  a  double  standard  of  gold  and  silver  on  the  following  ratios,  1  to  15}, 
1  to  15.9884,  and  1  to  16.  Tbe  last  two  propositions  being  substantially 
tbe  same,  they  will  be  referred  to  as  1  to  16.  In  plain  words,  these 
propoflitiottBare  to  stamp  15}  and  16  ounces,  respectively,  of  pure  silver, 
and  one  ounce  of  pure  gold,  as  of  the  same  value,  with  unrestricted  coin- 
a^  and  unlimited  legal  tender. 

Tbe  average  relative  vidne  of  the  two  metals  fbr  1874  was  as  1  to 
lff.17 ;  tfjft  1875, 1  to  16.58,  and  for  the  first  seven  months  of  1876, 1  to 
17.80.  It  spears  to  be  assumed  by  tbe  advocates  of  a  double  standard 
that  its  establishment  by  the  United  Stales  en  a  relative  valnatioii  cor- 
reaponding  with  that  which  prevailed  for  some  years  prior  to  1872, 
namdy,  1  to  15^,  would  induce  France  and  other  countries  of  the  double 
ataadard  to  adhere  permanently  to  the  same,  and  remove  the  existing 
restriction  on  the  legal-tender  silver  coinage,  and  cause  an  early  restor- 
atiea  of  the  two  metals  to  the  relative  value  which  they  occupied  for 
seme  yean  pnor  to  tJie  demonetization  ci  silver  by  the  German  Empire. 
If  thfis  result  be  admitted  as  probable,  the  proposition  for  basing  a 
doable  standard  in  this  country  on  the  proportion  of  1  to  16  must  be 
regatded  as  unsound  and  impracticable.  The  ratio  of  gold  to  silver  in 
tiie  eoontries  of  the  double  standard  is  1  to  15},  and  if  we  should  adopt 
tbe  proportion  of  1  to  16,  the  coining  rate  or  value  of  silver  in  the 
Untied  States  would  be  3.22  per  cent,  less  th«i  in  other  countries  of 
tbe  double  standard.  Therefore,  whenever  the  commercial  relation 
flihoald  be  restored  so  that  it  would  be  as  1  to  15},  the  silver  coins  of  the 
Uaited  States  woald  be  exported,  and  we  would  have  a  repetition  of 
the  difllculties  which  f<dh>wed  the  coinage  legislation  of  1834.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  if  either  of  these  proportions  is  to  be  adopted,  that  of  1  to  15} 
ia  decidedly  preferable  to  that  of  1  to  16. 

Taking  the  experience  of  tbe  past  as  a  criterion,  it  would  appear  that 
a  double  standiurd  cannot  be  arranged  to  insure  for  any  considerable 
period  of  time  the  concurrent  eircoiation  of  unlimited  legal-tender  gold 
and  silver  coins.  At  best  it  would  prove  but  an  optional  standard  and 
tender,  laie  coins  of  the  less  valuable  metal,  whichever  it  might  be, 
would  be  used  for  payment,  and  expel  firom  circulation  those  of  the 
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more  valuable  metal.  Shoold  the  relative  valae  in  the  coinage  be  fix»  i 
on  the  assumption  that  15 J  ounces  of  pure  silver  are  equivalent  in  val : .  \ 
to  one  ounce  of  pure  gold,  when  it  requires,  as  at  the  present  time,  in«  »r^ 
than  17  ounces  of  silver  to  purchase  an  ounce  of  gold,  it  would  in  i  i 
practical  results  be  the  establishment  of  a  silver  standard  on  the  ba-^  \ 
of  an  overvaluation  and  to  the  exdusUm  of  gold,  and  so  continae  nn  r . . 
by  an  appreciation  of  silver  or  depreciation  of  gold,  or  by  both,  t . . ! 
relative  value  of  the  two  metals  in  the  coinage  would  be  broa^Lt  :  i 
correspond  with  their  commercial  relation ;  moreover,  the  coin  standar  I 
would  be  lowered  to  an  equal  extent  with  a  dollar  of  400  grains,  t:.H 
purchasing  or  exchange  power  of  which  quantity  of  silver  is  at  present ^ 
and  has  been  for  some  months  past,  less  than  the  legal-tendw  pap  r 
dollar,  in  which,  as  a  general  rule,  nearly  all  existing  obligations^  exci  \i- 
sive  of  the  public  debt,  are  payable. 

It  is  claimed  by  some,  as  beibre  stated^  that  the  present  depreciation  o: 
silver  is  but  transient,  and  that  a  rapid  appreciation  would  foUow  tl.*> 
adoption  of  the  double  standard  by  this  countiy.   This  would  depend  ap<  >  r i 
events  which  cannot  clearly  be  foreseen,  and  circumstances  beyond  iLv 
control  of  legislation.    The  monetary  position  in  Europe  is  such  as  to 
press  France  and  other  countries  of  the  double  standard  very  atron^riv 
toward  the  adoption  of  the  single  gold  standard,  and  there  appears  u> 
be  no  prospect  of  a  resumption  of  specie  payment  by  Russia  and  Aostria, 
the  paper  currency  of  which  is  based  on  the  silver  standard*    If  Franc«f^ 
whose  national  bank  holds  more  than  $100,000,000  silver,  should  adoj»t 
the  single  gold  standard,  Belgium,  the  Netherlands,  and  SwitzedAini 
would  l^  compelled  to  follow,  in  which  case  a  more  serious  depreciati<»a 
of  silver  than  has  yet  occurred  might  be  expected.    On  the  coatzsry,  it 
there  should  be  no  fiorther  change  in  Europe  from  silver  or  from  doab> 
standards  to  the  single  gold  standard,  and  the  United  States  sbouM 
adopt  the  double  standcurd,  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  after  we  had 
practically  come  to  the  silver  standard,  and  gold  bad  been  expeUed  from 
the  country,  a  demand  for  silver  might  arise  suffici^it  to  induce  the 
exportation  of  our  silver  coins.    It  is  also  true  that  in  such  an  event 
gold  would  be  imported  to  some  extent  in  return,  but  it  is  equally  trut^ 
that  before  it  and  the  domestic  production  could  be  received  and  ooineil 
to  an  extent  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  the  country  might  snifer  severely 
for  want  of  a  circulating  medium. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  bulk  of  the  world's  stock  of  silver 
is  held  in  Asia,  and  that  a  silver  current  has  rarely  if  ever,  set  in  from 
there  toward  Europe  or  America ;  that  portion  of  the  aocumulatod  stock 
cannot  therefore  be  regarded  as  in  a  position  to  be  drawn  upon,  what- 
ever may  be  the  future  necessities  and  requirements  of  Europe  and 
America.  Gold,  on  the  contrary,  is  held  principally  by  the  highly-civil- 
ized nations  of  the  world,  those  having  intimate  commercial  relations 
with  each  other,  and  it  is  constantly  passing  from  one  to  another  to 
meet  the  demands  and  requirements  of  trade. 

Any  coin  transaction  requires  firo,m  15j^  to  17}  times  more  weight  of 
silver  than  of  gold,  and  it  cannot  therefore  be  moved  with  the  same 
rapiditv  and  convenience.  The  annual  gold  product  of  the  worid  in 
]>robabiy  greater  than  of  silver  by  about  twenty*flve  million  doUarR, 
and  there  does  not  api)ear  to  be  any  well-grounded  reason  why  this 
proportion  should  roateriiiUy  change,  at  least  during  the  present  gone* 
ration. 

In  moilem  times  there  has  teen  an  age  of  silver  and  nn  age  of  goid : 
these  metals  have  each  a  ponition  differing  fbom  the  other.  After  the 
disrovery  and  opening  of  the  Bonth  American  mines,  silver  was  the 
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Btandard  of  the  oommerdal  world,  and  continued  so,  with  trifling  ex- 
ceptions, until  the  vast  yield  of  gold  from  the  placers  and  mines  of  Oali- 
fomia  and  Australia  changed  the  current  of  money  affidrs,  as  well  as 
the  previously-existiug  standards.  Gold  then  gradually  took  the  place 
of  sUver  in  nearly  all  civilized  countriesy  and  is  now  the  money  of  com- 
merce in  Europe  and  North  America,  and,  with  the  exception  of  Asia, 
it  regulates  the  exchanges  of  the  world. 

Irom  the  foregoing  it  would  appear  that  the  following  facts  are  well 
established.  Of  the  two  metals,  gold  is  especially  adapted  for  makiug 
large  payments,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  about  one-seventeenth  of  the 
weight  of  a  like  value  of  silver,  and  for  the  same  reason  it  does  not  admit 
of  being  coined  into  pieces  of  less  denomination  than  a  dollar.  Silver, 
oa  the  contrary,  being  only  about  one-seventeenth  of  the  value  of  gold, 
weight  for  weight,  can  be  made  into  coins  sufficiently  small  to  repre- 
sent the  decimal  divisions  of  the  dollar  of  account. 

In  consequence  of  the  frequent  changes  in  relative  value  to  which, 
from  a  variety  ot  causes,  the  two  precious  metals  are  subject,  one  or  the 
other  must  be  the  nearer  i^proach  to  an  unvarying  monetary  standard. 
If  gold  be  selected,  silver  must  be  assigned  to  a  subordinate  position; 
and  if  silver  be  chosen,  gold  will  then  naturally  be  used  solely  for  com- 
mercial purposes  Important  changes  in  the  commercial  relation  of  the 
two  metels  may  be  expected  to  occur  more  frequently  in  the  future  than 
in  the  past,  and  on  whatever  ratio  a  double  standard  might  be  based,  it 
would  prove  so  in  name  only. 

The  maintenance  without  variation  of  a  double  standard  based  upon 
a  fixed  ratio  in  the  valne  of  gold  and  silver,  would  require  that  the  de- 
mand and  supply  of  both  metals  should  at  all  times  be  equal,  and  this 
depends  upon  so  many  contingencies  that  it  is  impossible.  The  nearest 
approach  to  an  unvarying  double  standard  would  be  its  general  adoption 
on  tiie  same  basis  by  the  prindpid  countries  of  the  world,  and  by  giving 
the  right  to  creditors  to  require  that  an  equal  proportion  of  coins  of  the 
two  metals  be  made  in  tenders  of  payment.  The  United  States  has  now 
by  law  two  different  legal-tender  moneys,  gold  and  pi^>er,  the  first 
IKsrmanent  and  the  other  intended  at  the  time  of  its  adoption  to  be  tem- 
IMmtfy.  The  establishment  of  a  double  standard  would  create  a  third 
legal-tender  before  the  temporary  one,  called  into  existence  when  the 
r>ountry  was  in  the  throes  of  a  great  civil  war,  has  been  withdrawn,  or 
i  ts  appredation  secured  to  an  extent  necessary  to  insure  bejrond  question 
the  retention  in  circgdation  of  the  silver  coins  now  being  issued.  It  is 
safe  to  say  that  it  would  be  likely  to  lead  to  much  confusion,  and  become 
the  fimitfhl  source  of  disputes  in  respect  to  unexpired  contracts  and  en- 
gagements made  prior  to  its  adoption,  unless  its  relation  to  the  same 
should  be  clearly  defined  by  law,  and  the  more  especially  so  if  there 
should  be  a  fhrther  depreciation  of  silver. 

Should  a  double  standard  be  adopted  and  a  further  depreciation  of 
silver  take  place,  or  even  beseriously  apprehended,  it  is  not  improbable 
that  protection  as  to  subsequent  contracts  would  bo  sought  through 
IState  legislation,  similar  to  that  which  took  place  in  Oalif omia  after  the 
issue  of  United  States  legal-tender  notes  commenced,  and  under  which 
business  has  since  been  carried  on  in  that  State  on  the  gold  standard,  to 
the  exclusion  of  United  States  notes,  gold  coins  being  uniformly  sped- 
lied  as  the  medium  of  payment  in  all  contracts  and  engagements.  The 
disadvantages  which  would  result  from  the  extension  of  such  a  system 
need  not  here  be  enumerated  or  described;  sufficient  to  say.  that  the 
skilled  dealers  in  money,  who  operate  for  small  profits,  would  greatiy 
multiply,  and  the  people  generally  suffer  losses  and  inconveniences  from 
which  tiiey  would  otherwise  be  exempt. 
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An  examination  of  the  annexed  diagram,  exhibiting  the  ductuati*  n 
in  valae  of  a  paper  dollar  and  of  a  silver  dollar  of  412^  graina,  as  ci)i: 
pared  with,  gold,  daring  seven  months  of  the  present  calendar  3 tii r 
shows  that  while  a  paper  dollar  has  enhanced  in  value  from  tho  firat  .  • 
January,  with  but  slight  variations,  fluctoations  in  the  gold  value  ot  . 
silver  dollar  have  been  constantly  occurring.    It  is  true  that  this  zu.». 
be  said  to  be  caused  by  an  exceptional  decline  in  the  value  of  (silv«*:. 
which  probably  may  not  occur  again  foe  a  considerable  period  of  t  iuu  . 
but  it  is  also  true  that  what  has  occurred  in  the  past  may  again  bapp«' 
in  the  future,  the  more  particularly  so  since  silver  appears  to  have  iMt:. 
abandoned  to  a  great  extent  by  the  civilized  world  as  a  measarc  <  . 
values  and  has  become  an  article  of  speculative  trade. 

By  adhering  to  the  single  gold  standard  as  the  basis  of  our  moueci  r  \ 
system,  and  availing  ourselves  of  the  indispensable  auxiliary  of  a  ci>n 
vertible  paper  currency,  together  with  a  sufficient  supply  of  silver  <v>t:; 
for  change  and  small  payments,  the  difficulties  and  diaad vantages  wUk  li 
always  attend  complex  standards  will  be  avoided.  Such  a  safe  au*] 
simple  system  may,  within  a  reasonable  period  of  time,  befuUy  atlaiucMl. 
and  when  once  in  successful  operation  would  no  doubt  so  comnieiKl 
itself  to  the  fiokvor  of  the  public  as  to  hereafter  render  the  discossion  01 
the  Bulo^ct  unnecessary  and  exempt  the  country  from  the  evils  which, 
as  a  rule,  attend  and  follow  legislative  propositions  for  changing  oiOBe tar y 
laws. 

The  use  of  the  silver  coins  would  be  materially  extended  by  increa^ 
ing  the  amount  for  which  they  are  a  legal  tender  by  lawto  tea  dollan^. 

In  Oreat  Britain  silver  coins  have  been  a  legal  tenderto  the  soioudk 
of  forty  shillings,  equal  to  $9.73  United  States  money,  since  tbe  year 
1816,  and  with  advantage  to  that  country,  so  fiu*  as  we  are  advised. 
Believing  that  the  increased  legal  tender  o€  our  silver  coins  above 
suggested  could  be  made  with  advantage  to  the  country*  I  have  no  hes- 
itation in  recommending  the  same,  and  also  that  on  and  after  xtsamp> 
tion  of  specie  payments  these  coins  bo  made  receivable  by  law  at  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  and  its  principal  offices  in  payment  of  uU 
dues  except  duties  on  imports. 

A  provision  of  this  kind  would  prevent  the  disadvantages  experienced 
by  laborers  and  retail  dealers  who,  when  these  coins  accumulate  on  their 
hands,  find  it  difficult  to  pay  them  out,  and  have  to  dispose  of  thorn  at 
a  small  discount.    This  may  become  quite  a  serious  inconvenienee  in  the 
large  cities  and  principal  towns,  and  should  be  properly  guarded  against. 
I  am  unable  to  perceive  that  such  a  provision  would  interfere  with  the 
proper  distribution  of  these  coins,  nor  should  there  be  any  dilBoalty  in 
the  Treasury  paying  out  or  exchauging  them  at  par  for  gold  coin  after 
resumption,  provided  the  restriction  which  existing  laws  place  on  the 
issue  of  silver  coins  be  strictly  deserved.    This  coinage  being  manufaC' 
tured  exclusively  on  Government  account,  could  at  any  time  be  sus- 
pended and  banks  and  other  applicants  sopplied  with  change  by  the 
Treasury.    If  this  plan  should  appear  to  be  too  ^ide  in  its  scope,  the 
receipt  of  such  coins  by  the  Treasury  might  be  limited  to  one  hundred 
dollars  in  any  one  payment,  until  experience  should  demonstrate  iu 
advantages  or  disadvantages. 

Authority  of  law  should  also  be  given  for  the  withdrawal  Crom  circa* 
lation  and  recoinago  of  such  silver  coins,  except  the  trade-dollar^  as  by 
natural  wear  may  become  worn  to  an  extent  rendering  the  inaonptioDs 
illegible  or  tho  coins  in  other  respects  unsuitable  for  circulation.  Tbo 
Government  reaUzes  a  seigniorage  in  the  issue  of  these  ooinS|  and  should 
keep  them  in  good  condition. 
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It  fibould  also,  by  proi^er  restriction  as  to  issae,  and  by  receiving  them 
in  payment  as  herein  recommended,  keep  their  purchasing-power  in 
Boiali  soms  eqnal  to  the  full  legal-tender  money. 

The  amount  of  silver  coin  in  cireulation  in  Great  Britain  on  the  Slst 
of  December  last  is  estimated  by  competent  authorities  to  have  been 
over  #02,000,000,  and  there  are  no  reasons  why,  if  the  law  shcmld  be 
amended  as  herein  suggested,  an  amount  at  least  equal  to  that  sum 
would  not  find  useful  employment  in  the  ordinary  money  transactions 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  particularly  after  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  and  a  general  revival  of  business. 

The  oonsumption  of  silver  in  so  large  "a  coinage  would  afford  aa  im- 
portaot  and  legitimate  protection  to  the  silver-mining  industries  of  this 
country,  in  which  there  has  been  a  large  outlay  of  capital. 

We  might  even  go  farther  than  this,  and  coin  the  trade-dollar  of  420 
grains  exclusively  on  Government  account^  and  make  it  a  legal  tender 
Hay  ft»r  fifty  or  a  hundred  dollars.  It  is  already  a  valuable  trade-eoin, 
and  if  made  a  legal  tender  as  above  suggested,  would  be  good  for  old 
debts  of  ground-rent,  enable  the  banks  better  to  stock  themselves  with 
specie,  and  in  other  ways  prove  a  useftil  additiiMi  to  the  circolatioa. 
The  special  value  which  this  coin  posseasas  for  export  to  Ohiaa  would 
operate  to  prevent  a  redundancy,  and  any  uadve  withdrawal  for  export 
could  be  replaoed  by  coinage  at  the  Mint. 

Further  than  this  I  think  it  is  apparent  we  cannot  go,  unless  we  are 
prepared  to  use  silver  as  the  exdnsive  money*standard,  luid  deprive  the 
coontry  fbr  an  indefinite  period  of  the  unquestionable  advantages  of  a 
gold  correnoy.  Whether,  in  such  a  case,  silver  coins  would  actually 
cironlate  more  extensively  than  under  the  present  system,  amended  as 
hereia  reoomaiended,  may  well  be  doubted. 

Silver  being  of  less  convenience  thaa  gold,  paper  money  would  have 
to  be  employed  to  a  much  larger  extent  wbxl  under  the  gold  standard, 
with  silver  snbordinated  and  used  in  all  transactions  for  which  it  is 
aoited.  For  resumption  in  gold  the  country  already  has  a  stock  of  that 
metal  amounting  to  about  $150,000,000,  which  is  upward  of  half  the 
amount  required  for  that  purpose,  and  the  anaoal  domestic  production  ot 
the  same  exceeds  that  of  silver.  Of  the  latter  metal  there  is  not  probably 
more  than  three  millions  in  the  country,  exclusive  of  change-money,  plate 
and  other  manufactured  articte&  We  should  not  have  any  more  difficulty 
in  retaining  our  gold  product  than  that  of  silver,  and  either  or  both  will 
be  exported  as  long  as  there  are  it»eiga  balances  which  cannot  be  ad- 
justed ia  some  other  way. 

If  a  double  standard  is  to  be  established  on  a  basis  which  will  practi- 
cally make  silver  the  actual  standard,  the  question  arises  as  to  the 
sources  from  whence  the  necessary  supply  of  silver  is  to  be  derived. 
The  annnal  product  ctf  our  mines,  even  at  the  increased  rate  of  last  year's 
I>roducti<Ki,  and  which  it  is  probable  will  not  be  tMNrmanently  maintained, 
would  be  quite  insufficient  for  the  purpose ;  other  countries  would  evi- 
dently have  tofiumish  it  to  a  conuderable  extent,  and  it  would  naturally 
flowlromthoBecoantriesdesiringto  exchange  their  surplus  silver  for  gold. 
Such  an  exchange  would  neither  be  creditable  to  onr  commercial  position 
nor  advantageous  to  this  country  in  any  respect 

If  it  were  practicable  to  have  a  concurrent  circulation  and  use  of  un- 
limited legal-tender  coins  of  both  metals  with  unrestricted  coinage,  such 
aa  a  double  standard  contemplates,  it  should  undoubtedly  be  mlopted. 
The  system  was  fairly  tried  in  this  country  for  a  period  of  eighty  years, 
under  conditions  and  circumstances  much  morefhvorable  for  its  success 
than  can  reasonably  be  expected  in  the  future,  and  proved  impracticable. 
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Under  the  same  systemi  although  based  on  a  different  ratioy  and.  at  i 
end  of  a  less  period  of  time,  France,  after  having  been  campeUetl . 
186G,  to  demonetize  all  her  silver  coins  except  the  Hve-franc  pic^  ^ 
prevent  their  export,  aad,  in  1874.  to  place  a  restriction  on  the  ooIli  i 
of  silver,  to  prevent  an  undoe  innnx  at^  the  expense  of  her  Rold,  l* 
herself  with  a  large  stock  of  both  metals  on  hand,  with  a  difiereuf* 
abont  sixteen  per  cent,  between  their  coining  and  le^^al-tender  rat« 
valne,  as  compared  with  their  commercial  relation,  m  oonBeqnencc 
which  the  coins  of  the  two  metals  cannot  be  set  £ree  withoat  the  c 
tainty  of  the  most  valuable,  gold,  being  exported. 

The  practical  question,  therefore,  to  be  considered  and  deoide^  I 
whether  it  will  be  better  for  this  countrv  to  adhere  to  the  gold  stand..: 
or  change  from  that  to  silver.    With  the  former,  silver  may,  as  au  a 
junct,  be  largely  and  usefully  employed,  while  under  the  latter  the  r  > 
of  gold  as  money  must  necessarily  be  confined  principally  to  the  si^:  i 
meut  of  foreign  balances  and  the  diaoharge  of  obligations  which  I 
their  terms  are  payable  in  coins  of  that  met^ 

Without  entering  into  details  as  to  the  relative  advantages  of  a  ^« 
and  silver  standanl  and  currency,  respectively,  it  is  evi&nt  that  1 1 
former  possesses  a  very  decided  advantage  over  the  latter,  on  accou : 
of  its  greater  value,  weight  for  weight,  and  I  may  add  that  our  vr^ 
merce  ^ing  principally  with  countries  of  the  gold  standard,  is  a  Btn»:. « 
reason  why  we  should  adhere  to  gold  as  the  principal  measure  of  pr«  : 
erty  and  the  medium  for  effecting  the  exchange  of  equivalents. 

While  entertaining  these  views  on  the  subject  generally,  and  in  iv:< : 
once  to  the  policy  of  the  United  States,  I  adhere  to  the  opinion  «  a 
pressed  in  a  previous  report,  that  the  situation  with  reference  to  mou* 
tary  standards  is  such  as  not  to  justify  for  some  time  to  come  a  furtb* . 
extension  of  gold  standards.    Silver  is  still  the  monetary  standard  of  t  i.  • 
densely  populated  countries  of  Asia,  the  Bussian  empire,  Austria,  an  . 
some  other  countries,  and,  together  with  gold,  is  a  legal  standaid  mouc  * 
in  France,  the  Netherlands,  Belgium,  Italy,  and  Switzerland.    A  chao  ^' 
in  any  of  the  countries  named  is  not  at  all  probable,  with  the  r \ 
coptiou,  perhaps,  of  France,  her  monetary  allies,  (Belgium,  Itidy,  iu:t 
Switzerland,)  and  the  Netherlands.   These  may  or  may  not  change  fn  >^i 
the  double  to  the  gold  standard.    These  countries,  in  their  oomp]«  v 
standard  and  the  great  change  in  the  relative  value  of  gold  aod  ^M 
ver,  have  a  problem  well  calculated  to  tax  to  the  fullest  extent  t>" 
wisdom  of  their  statesmen  and  the  ieamiug  of  their  economists.    1 '  ^ 
linal  solution  is  also  of  importance  to  Great  Britain,  and  in  kv^^.  r 
degree,  to  Oermany;  to  the  former  on  account  of  silver  beio;;:  x.- 
money  standard  of  her  extensive  possessions  in  India,  and  to  tli* 
latter  for  the  reason  that  she  has  still  a  large  stock  of  silver  to  ih.^ 
pose  of.    Those  complications  are  affecting,  more  or  less  iojllriou^l\. 
the  industries  and  commercial  interests  of  the  greater  portion  li 
Europe  and  North  America,  and  are  of  a  character  such  as  to  leave 
but  little  hope  that  they  can  be  removed  by  independent  action  ori 
the  part  of  individual  countries.     Sooner  or  later  the  question  ^C 
probably  receive  the  careful  and  intelligeut  consideration  of  an  intii 
national  convention,  in  which,  whenever  called  upon,  it  will  be  cor  dutv 
to  participate.    If  one  of  the  results  of  such  a  ccmvention  shodd  he  .> 
pro|>08itiou  for  the  adoption  for  a  term  of  years  of  a  double  staadard 
on  a  common  basis  by  Great  Britain  and  the  principal  countries  oi 
KuroiH)  and  America,  it  might,  and  probably  would,  be  to  ooradrau 
tage  to  assent  to  the  Mame. 
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Until  such  an  international  system  should  be  adopted,  it  would  appear, 
from  tbo  fiEicts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  discussion  and  review  of  monetary 
standards,  that  the  true  policy  of  this  country  is  to  adhere  to  her 
present  position,  with  such  modifications  as  will  best  promote  her  home 
interests,  mining  industries,  and  internal  trade,  by  giving  silver  the 
largest  possible  scope  as  a  limited  tender  and  for  change  purposes  com* 
patible  with  its  relation  to  gold,  and  at  the  same  time  increase  its  com* 
meraal  vidne  by  promoting  its  exchanges  with  India  and  China,  coun- 
tries of  the  sQver  standard,  which  will  probably  always  absorb  any 
surplus  production  of  this  metal. 

If  such  an  international  system  should  not  be  adopted,  some  of  the 
coantries  of  the  double  standard  may  change  to  that  of  gold,  the  effect  of 
which  will  be  to  enhance,  more  or  less,  the  value  of  the  latter  and  de- 
preciate that  of  silver,  but  in  this  case  the  bulk  of  gold  will  naturally 
tiow  to  the  countries  where  it  prevails  as  the  standard,  while  silver, 
except  as  to  coinage  for  diange-money  and  manufacturing  purposes, 
will  find  its  way  to  the  countries  of  the  silver  standanl,  the  general 
tendency  of  which  will  be  to  establish  an  equilibrium. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

H.  K.  LINDERMAN, 

Dii^ector  ofthsMint 

Hon.  Lot  M.  Morrill, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Treasury  Department, 
First  Comptroller's  Office,  October  23, 187C. 

Sib:  The  following  report,  which  embraces  the  operations  of  thisofltce 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  number  of  warrants  examined,  countersigned,  entered  upon 
blotters,  and  posted  into  ledgers  was  as  follows : 

Tretttoxv  proper ^ 2,440 

PabUodebt 175 

guaiterly  talaries  ......  ^•••. 1,287 

iplomatio  and  oonsolar 4,643 

Cnsions 4,864 

IntenuJ  reyoaae 5,716 

Jodidary 2,340 

War  pay 4,855 

War  repay l,:jvK> 

Navy  pay 2,852 

Nary  repay 227 

Interior  civil 2,395 

Interior  pay 1,990 

loterior  repay 50(> 

Appropriation 142 

Cofltoma,  (eorering) 1,406 

Ijand,  (ooTering) 863 

Intornal  reyeotte,  (ooTering) 2,411 

Mi8ceUaDOoiiB,(ooTerin)() 6,749 

Mineellaneona  repay,  (covering) 1,610 

TbofoHowinir  acoonnta  wore  roceirodfrom  tho  Fintt  and  V\K\\  Audi  tors  of  the 
Treaearyand  tho  Commieeionor  of  thoQonoral  Land-OlUco,  and  revised  and 
certified,  vis : 

Judiciary,  embracing  tbo  acooaote  of  the  United  Siatos  marsbale  for  tb^  feee, 
and  for  tbeexneneee  of  tbe  IJnttod  States  conrts,  of  the  Uuited  States  district 

attorneys,  and  of  tho  commissioncn  and  clerks  ti'  i  ho  Uuited  States  courts. .  ?.'??! 

17  Ab 
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Diplomaiio  aud  coDBixlar,  embracing  the  accountH  arising  from  onrinl 
with  foreign  nations,  expenses  of  consals  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  of  onr 
commercial  agents  in  foreign  countries .••..        i: 

Awards  by  the  court  of  Alabama  claims .         1 

Pnblio  lands,  embracing  the  accounts  of  the  registers  and  reoeirers  of  laod- 
offices,  and  surveyors-general  and  their  deputies,  and  of  lands  erroneonsjy 
sold :: 

Steamboats,  embracing  accounts  for  the  expeuses  of  the  inspection  of  steam- 
vessels  and  salaries  of  inspectors . 

Mint  and  its  brandies,  embracing  the  accounts  of  gold,  silver,  and  cent  ooin- 

age,  of  bullion,  of  salaries  of  the  officers,  ^nd  general  expenses..  .^ •••• 

nbli( 


Public  debt,  embracing  the  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stvtes, 
the  accounts  of  the  assistant  treasurers  for  the  redemption  of  United 
stocks  and  notes,  and  for  the  payment  of  tbe  interest  on  the  pnblio  debt ..  . .  \ 

Publio  printing,  embracing  accounts  for  printing,  for  paper  and  for  bindinc. . 

Territorial,  embracing  accounts  for  the  legislative  expenses  of  tbe  several  xW- 
ritories  and  all  the  expenses  incident  to  their  government ...•  ] 

Congressional,  embracing  accounts  for  salaries,  for  contingent  expenses,  aod 
for  other  expenses  of  tnc  United  States  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tives 

Internal-revenue  collectors,  accounts  of  the  revenue  collected,  tbe  expenses  of 
collecting  tbe  same,  compensation  of  collectors,  and  the  expenses  of  their 
offices • 2  '.\ 

Internal-revenue  stamp-agents*  accounts  for  the  sale  of  stamps 1 

Miscellaneous  internal  revenue,  embracing  accounts  of  supervisors,  surveyors, 
agents,  accounts  for  redemption  of  stamps,  for  drawback,  d&c i^rj 

Internal- revenue  assessors'  accounts  for  the  expenses  of  levying  the  taxes  and 
for  their  own  compensation J 

Miscellaneous,  embracing  accounts  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  all  the 


ecutive  Departments  at  Washingtion,  salaries  of  Judges,  district  attoraeys, 
and  marshals,  expenses  of  the  Coast  Survey,  of  public  buildings  and  grounds, 

&c U.  M 

Number  of  letters  written  from  this  office  on  official  business 11. -«l 

Number  of  receipts  for  tax-lists  given  by  collectors,  examined,  registered,  mmI 

filed e.  .r| 

Number  of  books  of  tax-paid  spirit,  tobacco,  and  special  stamps  oonnted  and 

certified SI.'   ^ 

Number  of  requisitions  examined,  entered,  and  reported,  viz : 

Diplomatic  and  consular l.z  i 

Collectors  of  internal  revenue ^,  vi 

United  States  marshals 

Mints i:. 

The  above  details  exhibit  bat  a  portion  of  the  daties  pertaioiog  t. 
this  office.  Thereto  must  be  added  the  examination,  registeriog,  ao< 
filing  of  official  bonds ;  the  examination,  filing^  and  registering  of  ix. 
powers  of  attorney  for  the  collection  of  interest  and  the  odUection<>: 
money  due  to  public  creditors  from  the  Department;  the  examinatjcu 
and  decision  of  applications  for  the  issue  of  securities  in  place  of  thov 
lost  or  destroyed,  and  a  variety  of  miscellaneous  business  occurring  dail\ . 
which  it  is  impossible  to  enumerate. 

I  commend  the  persons  employed  in  the  office  for  their  fiiithfol  aial 
efficient  service. 

BespectfuUy  submitted. 

R  W.  TATLEB, 

CtmpiroUtr, 

Hon.  Lot  M.  Mobbill, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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REPORT  OP   SECOND   COMPTROLLER  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

Treasury  Department, 
Second  Comptroller's  Office, 

October  12, 1870. 

Sir  :  Id  compliance  with  yonr  request,  I  submit  herewith  a  summary 
htatement  of  the  business  done  iu  this  office  during  the  fiscal  year  which 
ended  oa  the  30th  June,  1876. 

The  total  number  of  accounts  and  claims  received  and  liuall}'  adjusted 
is  as  follows : 


From— 

Received. 

Herisod. 

Amount. 

S»<-otid  Anditor. 

7,380 
4.B46 
5,972 

7.448 
4,534 
5,080 

123.384,340 
60,459,667 
31,860.378 

Thtrd  Auditor 

Fourth  Anditor 

Total 

18, 198 

17,962 

105,704,585 

These  have  been  dulj  entered,  revised,  and  the  balances  due  thereon 
certified  for  payment. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  accounts  and  claims  received 
and  revisedy  the  character  of  the  same,  the  ampunts  allowed,  and  the 
Aaditors  from  whom  received : 


Accounts  received  and  revised  during  the  year. 


Character  of  accoants. 


I. 


From  th«  Second  Auditor : 

Of  dlftboxBtoc-offioers  of  the  War  Department  nnder  the  acts 
for  ooUecting.  organiziog,  and  drilling  volunteers 

Of  Army  recroitlng-officcrs  for  the  regular  recruiting-service. . 

Of  Army  paymaateri  for  pay  of  the  Army,  including  mileage 
to  offloen  and  general  expenses 

SpeeSal  aooonnta  settled  by  the  naymasters'  division 

Of  diaVoning  officers  of  the  Ordnance  Department  for  the 
expenses  of  the  ordnance  service,  and  for  ordnance,  ordnance 
iit4>reo  and  aappUea,  armories,  and  arsenals  ..., 

Of  agents  of  Indian  afiidra  for  the  current  and  contiogent 
expenses  of  the  Indian  service,  including  annuities  and 
instalments  under  treaties 

Of  dlsborsing  officers  of  the  Medical  Department  for  medical 
and  haspital  supplies  and  medical  services 

Of  dishnraements  for  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment   

'».  Of  disbursing <^cers  of  the  Froedmon's  Bureau  for  paj'  and 

boa  n  ty  to  colored  soldiers 

10.  Of  money  received  and  disbursed  for  the  Soldiers'  Home 


Received. 


r. 


Total. 


2. 
3. 


From  the  Third  Auditor : 

Of  diaburalDg  offieen  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for 
the  regolar  supplies  and  Incidental  expenses 

Of  disbnrsiag  offioers  of  the  Subsistenoo  Department 

Of  disbuning  officers  of  the  Engineer  Department  for  mili- 
tary snnreys,  the  oonstrucUou  oi  fortifications,  river  and 
harbor  torveys  and  improvements 

Of  pension  agents  for  the  payment  of  pensions,  &o 

Kur  disbonemeots  made  lor  the  relief  of  destitute  froedmen 
.■lod  refugees.. 


Total. 


3. 
4. 


From  the  Fooith  Anditor : 

Of  the  diaboning  offioers  of  the  Marino  Corps 

Of  the  paymasters  of  the  Navy  proper 

( )f  paymasters  of  the  Navy  Department  at  the  navy-yards 

( rf  pa>-masters  of  the  Navy,  acting  as  navy-agenta  and  disbnrs- 

ios officers  .....•............•.•...•«■■...•.....■>>.....>•.... 

Of  NavT  penaioo  agents  for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  the 

luvalidsof  thoKavyand  liarine  Corps 


Total. 


3 

112 

.'»76 

817 


370 

1,311 

528 

61 


5 
26 


3,809 


887 
902 


74 

307 

10 


2,180 


9 

505 

95 

15 

70 


Bovised. 


3 
124 

656 

817 


364 

1,204 

479 

Gl 


28 


3,801 


6ri6 

866 


67 
260 

10 


Amount. 


$12,  .117 
246.285 

12,275,584 
240, 201 


1,839,773 

7, 546, 698 

307.  451 

119,318 

140.920 
163,155 


22. 891, 842 


$-20, 126. 255 
3, 575. 379 


.\  673, 420 
29,07Q,2M 

461, 409 


1,869       58.911,779 


9 
511 
100 

16 

74 

"tIo 


663,032 
5,761.872 
8. 693, 4d5 

5. 307, 134 

584,637 

21^010^350 
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Claims  received  and  revised  during  the  year. 


Character  of  claims. 


From  iho  ScM»>nd  Anditor : 
1.  Soldiciis*  |>a3'  and  bounty 


Yrom  the  Tblrd  Auditor : 

1.  TxMt  property  uoder  act  of  March  3, 1849 

2.  Quartermaster  and  commissary  stores,  act  of  July  4, 1864. 

3.  Awards  of  HouUiera  Claims  Commission 

4.  MiscclUoeons 

5.  Oregon  and  WsHhiiigton  Territory  Indian  war  claims 

C.  State  claims.... 


Total. 


From  tho  Fourth  Auditor : 

1.  Sailors*  |)ay  and  liouuty 

2.  Prize-money 

3.  Prize-Usta 


Total. 


Hooeivvd. 


I     -^•- 


3.571 


375 

303 

1,154 

745 

79 

11 


S.666 


1,730 

3,496 

44 


a.4M7 


374 


l,\S4 

745 

79 

II 


J 


J.rt-I 


1, 

a,4P0 

44 


5.376 


5,370  I 


Duplicate  checks  approved  under  act  of  February  8, 1872. 
Bef  erred  cases  acyuatod 


516 
3,800 


SIC 


f 


Namber  of  single  voucbera  examined l,?!*!* 

Settlements  reoordod  daring  the  fiscal  year 

Keqnisltions  recorded  during  the  fiscal  year 

Accounts  on  band  at  the  commencement  of  tbe  fiscal  year 

Accounts  on  band  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 

Letters  written  on  official  business,  (pages) 

DlfFerences  recorded,  (pages) 

Bonds  filed 

Contracts  filed 

Namber  of  clerks  employed 


♦    -J 


I" 


1 


I . 


1 


Bespectfully. 

C.  C.  CARPENTER, 

ComptrolU  r. 
The  Hon.  tbe  Seceetabt  of  the  Treasury. 

AocountB  received  mid  rcvieed  di^ring  the  jfear-^on tinned. 


kbport  of  the  commissioner  of  customs, 

Tbeasubt  Defabtment, 
Offioe  of  Commissioner  of  Customs, 
WashinffUm  Cittfj  D.  0.,  Ifavetnber  23, 1870. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith,  for  your  infonnatioti. 
statemeutof  the  work  performed  in  this  oflBce  daring  tbo  fiscal  \c. 
ending  Jnne  30, 1876. 

Tbo  number  of  accounts  on  band  July  1, 1875 r 

Number  of  accounts  roccivod  ftom  tbo  First  Auditor  during  tbo  year (>.  (^ 

Number  of  accounts  adjusted  during  tbo  year G, OU 

Number  of  accounts  returned  to  First  Auditor li)  Cj\ 

Number  of  aeoonnts  on  hand  Jaly  1, 1S76 ;,t' 
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There  was  paid  into  the  Treasary  of  the  United  States  from  soarces 
the  accounts  of  which  are  settled  in  this  office — 

On  accoontofcnstoma $148,071,9S4  61 

(>ii  account  of  mftrino-bospital  tax 344,080  78 

On  accoant  of  tteamboat-inspection 2G5,r>83  05 

<Mi  acconnt  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures IK),  797  86 

<  >n  account  of  storaj^e,  services  of  cnstoms-officers,  &c 4rK>.  5:0  r>3 

<  »u  account  of  cnstoms-offloers  and  emolument-fees ri70, 812  55 

On  account  of  deceased  passengers . , 390  00 

119,892,782  98 

And  there  was  paid  ont  of  the  Treasury — 

On  account  of  expenses  of  collecting  the  revenue  from  customs $(!,  702, 230  34 

On  account  of  refunding  excess  of  deposits 1,919,083  :IS 

On  account  of  debentures 3,845,401  90 

On  account  of  publio  buildings 3.488,923  41 

i  >n  account  of  construction  anil  maintenance  of  lights 2, 703, 023  28 

*  }n  account  of  construction  and  maintenance  of  revenue-cutters 889, 201  22 

On  account  of  marine-hospital  service '        438,668  55 

<in  account  of  preserving  ufe  and  property  from  shiiiwreck 238, 128  12 

On  account  of  compensation  in  lieu  of  moieties <i0,448  38 

On  miaceUaneous  accounts 62,600  92 

20,347.709  45 

The  number  of  estimates  received 2,925 

The  number  of  requisitions  issued 2,888 

The  amouftt  involved  in  requisitions $12,563,115  28 

Thonumberof  letters  received 8,681 

The  number  of  letters  written 11,017 

The  number  of  letters  recorded • 9,901 

The  value  of  poetagcHstamps  used $367  54 

The  number  of  returns  received  and  examined 12,902 

The  number  of  oaths  examined  and  registered 5,472 

The  number  of  appointments  registered 6,068 

Tlie  average  number  of  clerks  employed S7 

The  amount  involved  in  this  statement $182,803,975  25 

I  can  hardly  overestimate  the  importance  of  provision  being  made 
for  the  settlement  of  accounts  of  ex-customs  officials.  There  are  now 
large  amounts  due  the  Government  on  una^ustcd  balances  of  this 
kind  extending  through  many  years.  The  clerical  force  of  this  office  is 
inadequate  to  the  proper  discharge  of  current  business,  a  suitable 
attention  to  matters  not  current  requiring  investigation,  and  the  prep- 
aration of  accounts  for  suit  Heretofore  such  matters  have  been  looked 
after  in  the  occasional  lulls  of  business,  and  then  only  in  a  hurried  and 
imperfect  manner.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  labor  of  a  competent 
and  industrious  person  in  this  direction  "will  every  year  save  much  more 
than  his  salary,  besides  greatly  increasing  the  efficiency  and  usefulness 
of  the  office.  I  therefore  earnestly  recommend  the  creation  of  an  addi- 
tional clerkship  of  the  fourth-class  for  the  performance  of  this  special 
work. 

I  inclose  a  statement  of  the  transactions  in  bonded  goods  during  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1876,  as  shown  by  the  adjusted  accounts. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient^servant, 

H.  C.  JOHNSON, 
Commissumer  of  Customs. 
Hon.  Lot  M.  I^Iorrill, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
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EEPORT  OP  THE  FIRST  AUDITOR  OF  THE  TREASURE 


Tbbasubt  Dbpabtkknt, 
First  Auditof^s  Office^  October  28,  1^7 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  the  request  made  in  your  letter  of  the  l 
altimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  tbe  \ 
ness  transactions  of  this  office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1  -^ 


Accoants  a(\|a8ted. 


BECEIPTB. 

Colleotors  of  customii,  for  daties  on  merchuMliae  and  Umnafre  reoelred 

Colleoton  of  customa,  for  fees  received  under  the  provisioos  of  aectloD 

4458  of  the  HeviMd  statutes,  (S.B.) 

Fines,  penalties,  and  forfbi  tares 

ICarine-hospital  money  collected 

Ofltolal  emoinments  of  collectors,  naval  officers,  and  surveyors  received  . . . 

Honeys  received  from  sale  of  old  material 

Honeys  received  from  salo  of  revenue-cutters 

Honeys  received  on  account  of  deceased  passengers 

Honeys  received  fh>m  Pacific  lUilroad  Companies  for  accrued  interest  on 

bonds , 


Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  for  moneys  received 

Honeys  received  from  captured  and  abandoned  property 

Hints  and  assay-oftioes 

Hiscellaneous  receipts 


Total  receipts 


DI8BUB8EMSMT8. 


Expenses  of  collecting  tbe  revenue  ttom  customs 

Omoial  emoluments  of  collectors,  naval  officers,  and  sorveyors 

Exoess  of  deuoRits  for  unascertained  duties 

Debentures,  orawbaoks,  bounties,  and  allowances 

Light-house  establishment 

Marin  e>hospi  tal  service 

Revenue-cutter  disbursements 

Conpensation  in  lien  of  moieties 

Duties  illegally  oxAct«d,  fines  remitted.  Judgments  satisfied,  and  net  pro- 
ceeds of  unclslmed  merchandise  paid , 

Distribution  of  fines,  penalties,  ana  forfeitnres 

Honeys  erroneoufily  received  and  covered 

Judiciary  expcns^^s,  embracing  accounts  of  TTnited  States  marshals,  die- 
triot  attornevA.  comminMiouers  and  dorks,  rent  of  oourt-honses,  support 
of  prisoners,  ^c 

Hints  and  assay -oflices 

Territorial  accouuts,  embrocing  contingent  expenses  of  exeoutive  offices 
and  expenB4«ii  of  tlio  If^pinlative  assemblies 

Salaries  of  the  civil  list,  paid  directly  f^om  tbe  Treasury 

Disbursemeuts  on  accoiuit  of  captured  and  abandoucd  property 

Defense  of  suits  snd  coUoction  and  examination  of  vouchers  and  records 
in  relation  to  raptur<Ml  and  nbandoucd  property 

Uef unding  proo<»ed«  of  cot  ton  unlawfully  neized 

Treasurer  of  t ho  United  States  for  general  expenditures 

Salaries  and  mil<v»^i»  of  Si'nators , 

Salari  es  of  o(H  co  rs  of  t  h  o  Se  n  n  t  e , 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate • 

Salaries  and  n)ilea;;o  of  Members  and  Delegates  of  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentati  vns 

Salaries  of  ofilccrs  of  tho  Hoiino  of  Kenroaentatives 

Contingent  exp«*n«o«  of  tlie  Houno  of  IteprescutativoH , 

Salaries,  ('ontrreMJonnl  Library 

Salaries,  CoDurtviMioiial  I*rintt'f 

Salaries  of  cni])loyi<H  Kxocut ive  Mansion 

KalartCM  of  Metropolitan  polir*^ 

Salaries  of  otlicorK  and  employ/-*  independent  treasury 

Contingent  ex pi'DftoK  of  imlepeudent  tix«asury 

Disbursing  (Inks,  lor  salari«H  of  tho  soveralDepartmonts  of  the  Govern- 
mentat  Wrt»<liiu;:ton 

Contingent  fxpi'MHos  o(  Haiti  I)<«]iurti:uMit.s 

Standanl  wt-ightu  tuid  niHaMutvA 

Surv-oy  of  lln'  c«i:iMi8  ot  th«»  Tuiti'd  StatoH 

I^ublic  printing  iiinl  bindinu 

Lithograph  in;;  and  rn^r.ivlng , 

Construction  of  court- hoiiM-s  and  post-otlices 


No.  of 
aeoottaii. 

▲nso-. 

1.W 

9Ha,3u    - 

1.00 

n^^- 

543 

i»  - 

l,5JT 

5*.     - 

1.198 

>«.  - 

\n 

^MM    ' 

3 

1    . 

29 

« 

19 

Tl-     - 

5 

9»,!»-:    - 

3 

9«a    ' 

999 

4T,3*'» 

6U 

s>  ■ 

e,6is 

l.MJ.M- 

i.oe 

16  311    - 

1,111 

3»V-  - 

319 

i.trt'    " 

110 

t,7Si-.  ..• 

sai 

l,4y«  4, 

1,014 

4V]   *.' 

S56 

T» 

936 

CI   — 

964 

MO 

19 

•JL  "■• 

4 

^  k 

9,568 

XW),-'- 

990 

47, »:.:.. 

40 

]«£.  !J. 

1.305 

5»-  «r 

3 

IGX'T.      . 

66 

If  - 

16 

«1   T       * 

5 

051.919  .-4 

1 

150   .     ■ 

5 

144  i<4 

40 

fio:..i.v-  ii 

1 

».  *■, 

19 

SW  '-■.  - 

40 

1?:  4-- 

3 

*>:  ti     t 

4 

i:.  .■■ 

4 

5  :     . 

5 

fir.-        . 

54 

av  t 

CU 

\A  ~    •» 

310 

5,7T1  'W   . 

330 

^  2.7  k  't 

4 

'.«■.'  : 

95 

rcta  •• 

!»:> 

l,«^    •  .* 

IH 

IT. 

lOU 
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Aeooanta  a(\jDBtod. 


No.  of 
accounts. 


DiSBUKSKXEXTS— Continued. 


CoDntmctioQ  of  cnstom-honaos 

<V«njitniotioa  of  appraisers'  atones 

CoiuitroctJon  of  raarino  nospitals 

<  'onAlmction  of  branch  mints 

('onatmctiooofU^ht-honses 

«'onstrDCti<m  of  penitentiaries 

Construction  of  snbtreasurv 

Conatmction  of  new  schoof-bnililing,  Georgetown,  D.  C 

Constmetioo  of  State  Department 

Famiture  for  State  Department 

Fxivl,  lights,  and  water  for  public  buildings 

fiealiag  apparatus  for  public  buildings «... 

Fomitniv  and  repairs  of  furniture  for  paUio  buildings. . . . . 

ItepAlrs  and  preserration  of  public  buildings 

j&nAualrepainof  the  Treasury  building , 

Purchase  of  lands  for  public  buildings 

TanltSk  safes,  and  locks 

Tr«YsUBg  aad  inotdsntal  expenses  of  steamboat  inspectors . 

Salaries  steamboat-inspection  service 

Go-rennwDt  Hospital  for  Insane,  onrrent  esroenses 

GoTenuMBt  Hospital  for  Insane,  erection  of  buildings , 

ColambU  Hosnital  for  Women,  current  expenses 

Sxpensesof  the  board  of  health,  District  <n  Columbia 

Maxjrland  Institution  for  Instruction  of  the  Blind 

Capitol  bnildingL  Oljmpia,  Washington  Territory 

Ki*  astaWishing  lights  on  the  southern  coast 

I  nqnirles  into  the  causes  of  steam-boiler  explosions 

>:atablisbnent  of  life-saving  stations 

Life-ssTingserrioe,  salaries  of  efflploy6s , 

Ufe-sartng  service,  contingent  expenses 

Transfer  br  warrant  and  counter-warrant 

Public bniUings and  grounds 

Waaliligfeon  aqueduet , 

Statistical  and  historical  atlas  respecting  Indians 


V"aalt&  safes,  and  locks  for  public  buildings 
Pa  J  of  eustodians  and  Janitors 


SappTsasing  eounterfeiting  and  fraud . 

GeolQgieal  survey  of  Territories 

Propagation  of  food-fishes 

Soltfies  and  contingent  expenses  Southern  Claims  Commission 

Intenational  Exhibition  of  1»70 

Improving  Capitol  gronndii 

Frbodmeirs  Hospital  and  Asyhun 

D<*partaent  of  Agriculture 

Reform  School , 

War  and  Navy  Department  buildings 

.Tndgmanta  of  the  Court  of  Claims 

Ouutanding  liabUities 

Cotton'Claims 

<  'oostmction,  equipment,  and  repairs  of  re  venue- vessels 

Kxpenses  of  transportation  of  United  States  notes,  national  currency, 

K«<<iemption  of  the  public  debt,  including  prinoipsi  and  interest 

l*<>>-m«nt  of  interest  on  outstanding  public  debt 

Ii*--imlrarBeaient  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  fbr  legal-tender 

notsa  and  fhictional  currency  destroyed 

Warehoase  and  bond  accounts 

MiseeilsBeoas  accounts , 


&c. 


Total  disborscments 


173 

17 

S2 

IG 

596 

8 

12 

2 

4 

4 

444 

49 

47 

63 

3 

6 

6 

3S0 

4 

6 

4 

7 

1 

4 

10 

2 

9 

95 

15 

23 

29 

34 

6 

4 

6 

4 

12 

13 

39 

4 

123 

5 

0 

52 

7 

4 

158 

112 

33 

69 

331 

224 

126 

34 

1,467 

733 


Amounts. 


16,847 


317, 

109, 

86, 

1.378. 

347, 

25. 

13. 
220. 

65, 
164. 
154, 
1S3. 
225. 

57. 
123, 

43. 

174. 

169. 

45, 

27. 

32, 

2. 

5, 

2. 

". 

CO. 

7?. 

14. 

5, 

225, 

35, 

3, 

91. 

46. 

146, 

128, 

56, 

24, 

497, 

'^ 

323^ 

H 

587. 

1.670, 

31, 

917, 

86. 

571, 

79. 997, 

354,  rn, 


486  50 
363  44 
614  81 
756  88 
323  61 
776  38 
650  47 
239  99 
627  54 
350  90 
d76  39 
466  54 
284  61 
617  21 
336  16 
323  56 
911  70 
454  92 
090  00 
148  52 
216  53 
816  68 
800  00 
850  00 
503  55 
070  09 
431  88 

855  95 
549  00 
067  64 
480  10 

856  05 
078  49 
488  46 
Oil  24 
950  23 
309  83 
885  00 
943  84 
965  43 
551  17 
933  74 
937  98 
038  65 
980  35 
803  36 
384  13 
498  65 
626  63 
444  21 
117  62 
793  74 
556  37 


136,178,083  00 

121.199,164  40 

6,938.048  06 


1,740,678,602  58 


R«port8  and  oertificatefl  recorded'. 12,163 

LetteiB  written 2,048 

lietten  recorded '-^.048 

Acknowledgmenta  of  accoants  written 13,903 

Powen  of  attorney  for  collecting  interest  on  the  public  debt  registered  and 

filed  ..•.•...••...,..,..••...•..•..........••••..••............•......•...  2,948 

Reqnititions  answered 935 

JadiclaKy  emoloment  aoconnts  registered  and  referred 506 

With  the  aid  of  temporary  clerks  appointed  and  transferred  to  this 
oflBoe  since  the  redaction  of  its  clerical  force,  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  the  legislative  and  executive  appropriation  act  of  August 
15. 1876,  its  business  has  been  kept  up  with  promptness. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  commend  the  clerks  in  the  office,  gen- 
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erally,  for  efflciehcj'  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  their  assj\_: 
datics. 
Beapectfnlly  submitted. 

D.  W.  MAHOX, 

AtitliU 

Hon.  Lot  M.  MomuLL^ 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


REPORT  OF  TEE  SECOND  AUDITOR  OP  THE  TREASCH 

Tbeasubt  Depabtment, 
Second  Auditor's  Office,  November  2, 1S7G. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  the  following  detafled  report  of  r 
operations  of  this  Bnrean  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30,  187C : 

bookkeeper's  division. 

lieqnmtlom  regisiercdf  joumdlhedf  and  posted. 


On  what  occoant  drawn. 


DEBIT  nSQUTSmOXB. 


I 


Na 


Amonn: 


Pay  Department 

Ordinance  Departmant 
Medical  Department. 


Qaartermaater'a  Department , 

Adjatant-Genorare  Department 

Appropriation!  under  the  control  of  the  Socretary  of  War . 

ExpenMA  of  the  Commandlng-Genoral'a  Oflioo 

Soldiera' Home 

Special  acta  of  relief  by  Con^p^eu 

IniUan  Departnieut 


Total  payments 


TILVN'SFRR  REQUISmOlO. 


1.9C6 


1,387 


8,6Si  I      81.«ti,tT< 


(iMned  for  the  pnrponA  of  a^lnntinc  appropriationii :) 
TranAferrlne  amountH  from  appropriations  fonnd  to  lie  rliarj^oable  to  audi  as 

were  entitled  to  crmlit  on  the  boolcH  of  the  Second  Anditor'n  OfDeo 

Tranflferrinff  amouuta  aa  ahovo  to  Uie  honki4  of  the  Third  Andltor'n  Office  .... 
Transferring  amoanta  as  above  to  the  iKxiks  of  the  Fourth  Auditor'a  Ofiico. .. 


Total  transfer 


AgRT^ffate  debitii 


CREDIT  RRQinsmOXS. 
DfpotiL 


In  favor  of  the  Pay  Department 

In  farorof  the  Ordnance  DopartJnont 

In  favor  of  the  Medical  Department 

In  favor  of  the  Qaartemianter's  Department 

In  favor  of  the  A(\Jutant-Generars  Department 

In  favor  of  appropriationa  under  control  of  the  Secretary  of  War  . . , 
In  favor  of  appropriation  nndcr  control  of  the  General  of  tho  Amy. 
In  favor  of  tue  Indian  Department 


Total  deposit 


13.331.  ft-^.- 

ICi  "Vl    . 


S.053 


l3,47B,r 


3Sv09l.4!«  •{ 


101 


( 


lt5»X-    1 

tia^iu   * 


733 
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H^umtUms  rcgiMicredfjournalizedf  aiii{  j)o<<ed— ContiDaecl. 


On  what  aoconnt  drawn. 


oovxm-ttxqinsmosa. 

(iMned  for  Uie  pnrpoM  of  a^Jnuting  approprlationB :) 
TraaiifeTTing  amoonta  to  appropriationa  entitled  to  cre«lit  fkt>in  thoAo  fonnd 
to  be  ebarjceable  on  the  hooka  of  the  8econd  Auditor's  OtBco 


Tranaferrins  amonnta  aa  ahore  fttim  the  books  of  the  Third  Andltor'a  to 
tboae  of  the  Seeood  Anditor'a  Oliloe 


Trmnaferrins  amonnta  aa  above  Ttom  the  Fifth  Auditor's  to  the  Second  An- 
dltor'a hooka 


Total  ooontar 

Afgrecate  credlta 

•^ESr^f^  debita  and  credlta 


ncdnrtlni;  the  eredita  from  the  debita  the  net  amount  drawn  from  tho  Treas- 
Q17  through  thia  Office  ia  ahown  to  be , 


Xo. 


3.386 


AprnoruATiox  warraxta. 
OrwdUi, 


In  favor  of  appropriationa  of  Pay  Department 

lo  favor  of  appropriationa  of  Oranance  Depftrtment 

la  favor  of  appropriationa  of  Medical  Department 

I  n  fkvor  of  appropriationa  of  AiUutant-Generara  Doimrtment 

1  n  favor  of  appropriatioQa  of  Qnartermaater'a  Department 

lu  Javor  of  appropriationa  nnoier  control  of  Secretary  of  War 

I  a  favor  of  appfopriatioB  under  eontrdl  of  the  General  of  the  Army 

In  favor  ofappropriatlona  of  the  Indian  Dopartment 

Under  apodal  acta  of  relief  by  Congresa 


Total  eredita. 


DOfUi, 


Transfer  and  anrplua-Aind  wamnta 
AggrQgata  debita  and  credlta  . 
Esceia  of  eredita  over  debita. . 


11 


89 


40 


44 


Amount. 


$13, 3rx,  gCl  fid 

S,491  47 

ISSSG 


13,339,505  55 


14,213,015  34 


49,304,434  19 


30,878,403  51 


96, 180, 109  89 

1,374,546  98 

237,997  25 

356,503  56 

1, 496, 455  57 

163,994  68 

.\  336  94 

3.005^343  71 

894  04 


33,431,181  55 


14,560,549  53 


47,991,73107 


18, 870,  C33  03 


CandenBed  halance-thrrt  of  apiyropriaHona, 


CREDIT. 

Halance'to  the  credit  of  all  appropriations  on  tho  books  of  tlilt  Office 
July  1, 1875 

Amimnt  credited  by  appropriation- warrants  during  tho  fiscal  year 
eadini;  June  30, 1876 

Amoaat  credited  by  reqidaitiona  dnrins  same  period 

Amonnt  ciedJted  through  Third  Auditor's  OHice  to  appropriations 
na«d  in  common  by  both  Offices * 

Total 

Amount  debited  to  apnropriationa  by  transfer  and  surplus-fund  war- 

ranta  during  the  tlscal  year  ending  June  30, 1870 

ABM>«Bt  drawn  ftom  appropriationa  by  requisitions  during  aamo 

period 

Amount  drawn  through  Third  Auditor's  Office  tram  appropriations 

nsed  ta  ooauaon  by  both  Offieea 

Amoont  remaining  to  the  credit  of  all  appropriations  on  the  books  of 

this  Office  June  30, 1876 

Tolal 


War  Depart- 
ment. 


|4,S89,488C9 

«0. 825, 837  84 
13, 099, 675  09 

50,903  15 


48,165,904  70 


14,404.605  72 

98, 910, 101  71 

1,486,672  57 

3.964,584  70 


48,165^904  70 


Indian  Depart- 
ment. 


90,904,727  44 

3. 636, 813  S6 
213, 340  3a 


10, 844. 880  02 


155^043  80 

0,181.317  14 


4,507,619  06 


10.  944, 880  U9 
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erally,  for  efflciencj'  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  their  aasigi 
duties. 
Beaneetfnlly  submitted, 

D,  W.  MAHON, 

Hon.  Lot  M.  MonmLL^ 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


REPORT  OP  THE  SECOND  AUDITOR  OP  THE  TEEASURl 

Tbeasubt  Depabtuent, 
Second  Auditor's  Office,  November  2, 1S7G. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  detailed  report  of  t  T 
operations  of  this  Bureau  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 187C: 

BOOKKEEPER'S  DIVISION. 
I^equisithna  rerfistercdf  joumalhed,  and  potted. 


On  what  nccoant  drawn. 


usniT  BEQnsmoxs. 


Ka 


Pay  Department 

Orttnance  Department 
Medical  Department. 


Qoartermftster's  Department , 

Adjatant-Oenorara  Department 

Appropriatione  under  tbe  nontrol  of  the  Secretary  of  War . 

Expenaea  of  the  Commanding-General's  Office 

Soldiers' Home 

Special  acts  of  relief  by  Congress 

Indian  Derartmout 


Total  payments 


TR.VX8FRR  IlEQUISITIOXfl. 


(Issned  for  the  pnrposc  of  aAJnstin^  appropriations:) 
Transferrine  amounts  from  appropriations  found  to  l>o  rliarsealde  to  snch  aa 

were  entitled  to  credit  on  tlie  books  of  the  Second  A  nditor's  OfDeo 

Transferrinfp  amounts  as  abovo  to  tlie  bookrt  of  the  Third  Andltor's  Offlro  — 
Transltirring  amounts  as  above  to  the  books  of  tho  Foorth  Auditor's  Offlro. .. 


Total  transfer  ... 
Ap{^{^te  debits 


CREDIT  RRQUI8ITI0XS. 

Depoiit, 


In  favor  of  the  Pay  Department 

In  favor  of  the  Ordnance  Department 

In  favor  of  the  Medical  Department 

In  iavor  of  the  Quartermaster's  I>oTwrtraent 

In  favor  of  the  A(\{utant*Generars  Department 

In  fbvor  of  appropriations  under  control  of  the  Secretary  of  War . . 
In  favor  of  appropriation  under  control  of  tho  General  of  tho  Army. 
In  favor  of  the  Indian  De 


Department 


Total  deposit 


1.9GC 


1,387 


f|ia^lGS,£T 


13 

21.013 

174, 9»« 

1,  loo 

C;  181,  317 


J" 
1< 


S,<»53        S1,C13.0« 


i3.ai.Rr> 
i.oc: 


S.633 


13,47IS,71I» 


3S^0»1.41«  < 


tast 


101 


I 


in.M4 


l£S^*i 


mi 

« 

J! 
•I 
►1 


733 


Vrx  4W»  •« 
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Requmtions  registered,  JournaUsedf  and  posted — ContiDaed. 


On  what  account  drawn. 


oouimB-BXQuxarnoxs. 

(TmnMl  for  Uie  pnrpoM  of  a^Jniitlng  apivropiiations :) 

Tnaaferring  aaoonU  to  appropriationa  entitled  to  creiUt  from  thoM  fonod 
to  beebarxeablo  on  the  booka  of  the  Second  Auditor's  Otlico 

Tranaferrlns  amonnta  aa  aboro  from  the  booka  of  the  Third  Anditor'a  to 
tboae  of  t&B  Second  Audltor'a  Office 

TrmnafeKrlog  amonnta  aa  above  Ttmn  the  Filth  Auditor'n  to  the  Second  An- 
ditor'a booka 


Total  coontar. 


credlta  

Aggrefate  debita  and  credlta 


ncdortlag  the  «redita  from  the  debita  the  net  amonnt  drawn  fWmi  the  Trcaa- 
ary  tbroogh  thia  Office  ia  ahown  to  be 


AlTBOrBXATlOX  WAnRAXTH. 

OrwditB. 


In  faTor  of  appropriatlona  of  Pay  Department 

In  favor  of  appropriationa  of  Oraaanoe  Department 

In  faTorofappropriationa  of  Medical  Department 

In  fkTor  of  approprlatioaa  of  A^jntant-Generara  Deiiartment 

J  n  favor  of  appro^iationa  of  Onartennaater'a  Department 

lu  JaTor  of  appropriatlona  nnaer  control  of  Secretary  of  War 

1  n  favor  of  appnqiriatioa  nnder  control  of  the  General  of  the  Army 

in  favorof  appropriatkmaof  the  Indian  Department 

Under  apodal  aeta  of  relief  by  Congreea 


Total  credlta. 


DOfUi, 


Tranifer  and  aorphia-fond  wamnta 
Aesrefata  debita  and  credlta  . 
Esceaa  of  credlta  over  debita. . 


Ko. 


3,3d8 


11 


89 


40 


44 


Amonnt. 


$13,  rx,  9Ci  fid 

8,481  47 

158  50 


13.339,505  S5 


14,813,015  34 


49.304,434  19 


90,878,403  51 


86.180,100  88 

1,374,54(1  9d 

827,997  8S 

350,503  56 

1,498,455  57 

183,994  68 

5,336  94 

3,005^343  71 

894  04 


33, 431, 181  55 


14,500,549  58 


47,991,731  07 


18. 670,  C32  03 


QmdeHsed  halancr-shfet  of  appropriations. 


CnKDIT. 

Ca)anc«'to  the  credit  of  all  appropriations  on  the  booka  of  this  OflTice 
July  1,1875 

Anoont  credited  by  appropriation-warrants  during  the  fiscal  year 
«^ing  Jnne  30, 1876 

A  moont  credited  by  req viaitiona  during  same  period 

Amonnt  credited  through  Third  Auditor's  OHlce  to  appropriations 
used  in  common  by  both  OAcea • 

Total 

Amonnt  debited  to  approprlatioaa  by  transfer  and  snrplns-fnnd  war- 

ranta  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30. 1876 

Amonnt  drawn  ftom  q»propriationa  by  requisitions  during  same 

period 

Amoont  drawn  tkioogh  Third  Anditor'a  Office  fh>m  appropriations 

used  ta  ooouaon  by  both  Offieea 

Amount  remaining  to  the  credit  of  all  appropriations  on  the  books  of 

thiaOfUca  June  30. 1878 

Total 


1 

War  Depart- 
ment. 

Indian  Depart- 
ment. 

14,889,488  09 

80. 885,  W7  84 
13,899,675  03 

50,903  13 

96^994,787  44 

3, 636. 818  S6 
813, 340  38 

48,165,904  70 

10,844.880  08 

14,404.605  78 

88, 910, 101  71 

1,486,673  57 

3,364,584  70 

155,943  K) 
6,181,317  14 

4.507,619  08 

48,165^904  70 

10.  944. 880  U8 
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The  following  settlements  incidental  to  the  work  of  the  bookkeeper 
division  were  made  daring  the  year: 

Ko.       Ainmiit 

Transfer  settlemonts  for  the  adjastiiiont  of  appropriations,  and  miaoel* 
laneons  settlements 3  $117,  SG3  <€ 


Settlements  entered. 

Paymasters' ST- 

Recmiting 1^^- 

Ordnance •  )^^ 

Medical '^ 

Contingencies  of  the  Army  and  of  the  Adjntant-Genorars  Department -^ 

Soldiers'  Home ^T 

Charges  and  credits  to  officers  for  overpayments,  refundments,  it:c ^tl 

Arrears  of  pay ti-' 

Proceeds  of  Government  property 1" 

Freedmen's  branch,  A^j Q tan t-GeneraPs  Office 1-* 

Transfers  to  credit  of  dishursing-officers  on  Third  Auditor's  books 7** 

Transfer  settlements  adjusting  appropriations  on  Second  Auditor's  books r- 

Indian  disbursing  accounts ^J4 

Miscellaneous :iv 

Claims,  war t^l2,546  M  Hi:. 

Claims,  Indian 3,793,158  53 

Total 4.00&,70r>  09  l^OCiC 

Total «,9ai 


Twenty-one  transcripts  of  acconnts  have  been  prepared  for  suit,  fUtj- 
four  bonds  of  disbursing  officers  have  been  registered,  three  handred 
and  nine  certificates  of  non-indebtedness  have  been  issued  to  officers 
oat  of  service  and  to  the  Third  Auditor,  nine  hundred  and  seveoty- 
two  certificates  of  deposit  have  been  listed,  and  fourteen  bnudred  and 
four  letters  have  been  written. 

Under  the  Senate  resolution  of  February  9, 187C,  calling  for  a  detailed 
statement  of  balances  from  public  officers  and  other  parties,  (no  longer 
in  the  public  service,)  a  report  was  prepared  in  this  division  embracing 
the  names  of  more  than  three  thousand  officers  and  others  who  are  in- 
debted to  the  United  States  on  the  books  of  this  Office.  The  prepara- 
tion of  this  report,  which  demanded  information  not  found  on  the  journals 
and  ledgers  and  therefore  involved  much  extra  search  among  the  records 
and  files  of  the  Office,  occupied  a  time  equal  to  one  hundred  daya'  work 
of  one  clerk,  a  good  portion  of  the  work  having  to  be  attended  to  after 
office-hours  in  onler  to  prevent  the  current  business  of  the  division  from 
falling  in  arrear. 

The  following  statement  in  relation  to  accounts,  appropriations,  the 
withdrawal  fW>m  the  Treasury  and  the  <^  covering  in  "  of  public  moneys, 
&c.,  is  submitted  as  containing  information  of  general  interest  but  not 
generally  accessible. 

OLASSIFIOATION  OP  AOCOTTNTS. 

Three  classes  of  accounts  are  kept  on  the  books  of  this  division,  viz  : 
Paymasters',  Indian,  and  miscellaneous. 

The  first  class  comprises  the  disbursing  accounts  of  Army  Paymas- 
ters. 

The  second  class  embraces  the  money-accounts  of  superintendents  of 
Indian  affairs,  Indian  inspectors,  agents  and  special  agents,  and  the 
disbursing-clerk  of  the  Interior  Department :  also  the  claims  oi  Indian 
contractors  and  employes  for  goods  supplieu  and  services  rendered  at 
the  various  agencies. 
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Tho  third  class  inclades  the  disbarsiDg-accoauts  of  ofiScers  of  the 
Medical  and  Ordnance  Departments;  recraitingofficers ;  assistant  acUn- 
tant-generals,  (who  disburse  the  contingent  fnnd  of  their  department;) 
officers  paying  bounties  and  arrears  of  pay  to  colored  soldiers  or  their 
heirs ;  the  disbursing-derk  of  the  War  Department,  who  makes  pay- 
ments from  the  appropriations  for  ^<  contingencies  of  tho  Army,"  '<  med- 
als of  honor,"  *^  pablication  of  official  records  of  tho  war  of  the  rebell- 
ion," and  '^medical  and  sorgical  history  and  statistics;"  and  engineer 
officers  and  qnartermasters  who  are  supplied  through  this  Office  with 
lunds  from  the  appropriation  for  ^<  contingencies  of  the  Army."  It 
also  inclades  charges  and  credits  to  officers  and  enlisted  men  for  over- 
payments, double  payments,  refundments,  &c. ;  and  all  other  accounts 
not  specified  as  belonging  to  the  first  two  classes. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

There  are  1,185  appropriations  on  the  books  of  this  Office,  (excluding  old 
appropriations  that  have  once  been  closed,  but  are  liable  to  be  re-opened 
on  the  final  adjustment  of  unbalanced  accounts,)  viz :  on  the  paymasters* 
le<lgers,  7G;  on  the  Indian  ledgers,  786;  and  on  the  miscellaneous 
ledgers,  324.  The  books  kept  in  connection  with  these  appropriations 
are :  three  warrant-books,  in  which  all  appropriation  warrants  are  re- 
corded ;  fifty-six  requisition-books,  (forty-seven  debit  and  nine  credit,) 
in  which  all  requisitions  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  are  copied : 
eight  appropriation  ledgers,  showing  the  amounts  debited  and  credited 
to  each  appropriation,  with  the  balances  remaining  unexpended  at  the 
close  of  each  fiscal  year;  nine  list-books,  in  which  certificates  of  deposits 
made  by  disbursing-officers  and  others  are  entered,  and  nine  indexes. 

It  should  be  stated,  as  pertaining  to  this  subject,  that  under  the  present 
system  of  making  appropriations  the  keeping  of  the  appropriation- 
ledgers  involves  twice  as  much  work  as  under  tiie  system  that  obtained 
prior  to  1870.  The  act  of  July  12, 1870,  (section  3670  Bevised  Statutes,) 
prohibits  any  Department  of  the  Government  from  expending  in  any 
one  fiscal  year  any  sum  in  excess  of  appropriations  made  by  Congress 
for  that  year.  Since  1870  appropriations  have  therefore  been  designated 
by  fiscal  years— a  distinct  appropriation  for  each  year.  Section  5,  act 
March  3, 1875,  enacts  that  whenever  it  may  be  necessary  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  disbursing  officers  for  expenditures  made  in 
pursuance  of  law  to  use  appropriations  carried  to  the  surplus  fnnd,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  make  the  necessary  entries  on  the  books 
of  the  Department  Under  the  operation  of  th  is  law,  '<  transfer-accounts " 
have  been  opened  under  eighty  appropriations.  It  has  also  been  neces- 
sary in  many  cases  that  Congress  should  ^<  re-appropriate "  sums  that 
had  been  carried  to  the  surplus  fund  to  pay  amounts  certified  to  be  due 
by  the  accounting-officers  of  the  Treasury  Department.  The  effect  of 
the  above-cited  laws  on  the  number  of  appropriations  is  illustrated  by 
the  following  list  of  appropriations  for  "  pay  of  the  Army : " 

1.  Pay  of  the  Army,  1871  and  prior  years. . .  (Original  appropriation.) 

2.  Pay  of  the  Army,  1871  and  prior  years. . .  Ke-appropriated. 

3.  Pay  of  the  Army,  1871  and  prior  years. . .  Transfer  account. 

4.  Pay  of  the  Army,  1872 (Original  appropriation.) 

5.  Payof  the  Army,  1872 Be-appropriated. 

C.  pay  of  the  Army,  1872 Transfer  account 

7.  Pay  of  the  Army,  1873 (Original  appropriation,) 

8.  Pay  of  tho  Army,  1873 Ke-appropriated. 
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9.  Pay  of  th^  Army,  1873 Transfer-acconnt, 

10.  Pay,  mileage,  and  general  expenses  of  the 

Army,  1874 (Original  appropriation. 

11.  Pay,  mileage,  and  general  expenses  of  the 

Army,  1875 (Original  appit^riatioo. 

12.  Pay,  mileage,  and  general  expenses  of  the 

Army,  187G (Original  appropriBtion. 

13.  Pay,  mileage,  and  general  expenses  of  the 

Army,  1877 (Original  appropriation. 

During  the  cnrrent  fiscal  year  a  trat^sfer-acconnt  will  be  opened  nnde  r 
<<Pay,  &c.,  of  the  Army,  1874,"  making  in  all  fourteen  distinct  heads  i-*. 

appropriation  for  pay  of  the  Army. 

RECEIPT  AND  PAYMSNT  OP  PUBLIC  FUNDS, 

The  steps  by  which  moneys  are  received  into  and  paid  oat  of  t!..- 
Treasnry,  so  far  as  this  Oflice  is  concerned,  are  as  follows: 

Receipts. — When  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress  xl- 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  issnes  his  warrant  directing  the  Comptrolnr 
and  Kegister  to  credit  each  appropriation  with  the  snm  appropriau«i. 
The  warrant  is  sent  to  this  Office  for  record,  and  the  appropriations  an* 
credited  accordingly.  Unexpended  balances  deposited  by  disborsin,;- 
ofiScers  and  refnndments  on  varions  accounts  are  also  passed  to  tl:«' 
credit  of  designated  appropriations  by  means  of  credit  or  repay  reqai<! 
tions,  issued  by  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the  Interior,  upon  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  issnes  his  warrant,  technically  called  a  ^*  cov- 
ering  warrant,"  for  the  amoant  to  be  covered  in  to  the  credit  of  tho 
proper  appropriation.  (The  modus  operandi  of  coveringmoney  into  tb*' 
Treasnry  is  explained  in  detail  under  the  caption  of  <^  How  moneys  are 
covered  in.'') 

Payments. — Moneys  are  withdrawn  from  the  Treasury  through  tL.^ 
Office  by  requisitions  of  the  War  and  Interior  Departments,  for  advanrv^ 
to  disbnrsing-officers  and  for  amounts  found  due  individual  claimani>. 
Upon  these  requisitions  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  issues  bis  war- 
rant to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  who  thereupon  gives  li.^ 
drafb  payable  to  the  order  of  the  party  designated. 

now  MONEYS  AHE  GOyEllED  IN. 

The  process  by  which  moneys  are  covered  into  the  Treasnry  is  n  •; 
generally  understood.  As  the  work  of  this  division  has  lately  been  r«>r- 
siderably  augmented  by  the  covering  i|i  of  deposits,  the  following  iiv 
tailed  description  is  given  of  the  steps  necessary  to  cover  in  deposit •< 
made  by  Army  paymasters. 

Since  April,  1871,  paymasters  have  been  required  to  deposit  monthly 
with  designated  depositaries  of  the  United  States  all  amonnts  8toppl^: 
from  the  pay  of  officers  and  men,  taking  duplicate  receipts,  or  *<  certin 
cates  of  deposit,"  therefor,  and  forwarding  the  original  to  the  Sectv 
tary  of  the  Treasnry.    On  its  receipt  by  the  Treasury  Department,  (Id 
dependent  Treasury  Division,)  the  certificate  is  recorded  and  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  for  designation  of  the  appropriations  to  which  tbr 
deposit  should  be  credited.    The  Secretary  of  War  refers  it  to  tbr 
PaymastorOeneral,  who  obtains  the  necessary  information  from  the ao 
counts  of  the  paymaster  making  the  deposit,  indorses  the  appropriations 
on  the  certificate,  and  returns  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War.     As  tlu* 
majority  of  paymasters*  deposits  embrace  moneys  pertaining  to  the 
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Qaarterzunster's  aud  Ordnance  Departmeuts,  tho  certificate  is  tbcu  re- 
lerrcd  to  those  Departments  in  order  tbat  tbey  may  keep  a  record  of 
repayments  to  their  appropriations.  The  Secretary  of  War  then  returns 
tho  certificate  to  tho  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  refers  it  to  this 
Office  with  A  request  that  the  amount  be  properly  Hsted  and  covered 
iuto  the  Treasury.  The  **  list''  is  made  out  on  blanks  prepared  for  the 
purpose,  and  sbows  the  date  and  place  of  deposit,  the  name  and  rank 
of  the  depositor  or  other  individual  to  whose  personal  credit  the  amount 
will  be  passed,  and  the  items  under  each  head  of  appropriation.  The 
list,  after  beinpr  press-copied  for  reference,  is  sent  to  the  Warrant  Di- 
vision of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  referred  to  the  Treasurer's 
Office  for  comparison  with  the  returns  of  the  designated  depositary  who 
received  the  money.  If  found  correct,  it  is  so  reported  and  returned  to 
this  Office,  after  having  been  recorded  in  the  Warrant  Division.  A 
requisition  is  theu  made  out  in  the  following  form : 

DEPOSIT-REQUISITION. 

War  DeparimenU. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

Sir:  Please  issue  your  warrant  on  the  persons  named  below,  in  favor 

of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Unite<l  States,  for dollars  and  

cents,  being  amount  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  said  Treasurer  per 
list  No. herewith,  and  to  go  to  their  credit  ou  account  of  the  under- 
mentioned appropriations. 

Given  under  my  hand  this day  of ,  187(>. 

$ —  ,  Secretary  of  War. 

Countersigned, ,  Second  Comptroller, 

Begistered,  ,  Second  Auditor. 


Kam0  and  rank. 


ApjpropriaUon. 


Amount 


Total 


The  requisition  is  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  signature, 
referred  to  the  Paymaster-General  for  record,  sent  to  the  Second  Comp- 
troller to  be  countersigned,  returned  to  this  Office  to  be  registered  and 
signed  by  the  Auditor,  and  finally  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  issues  his  warrant  as  requested,  which,  after  being  count- 
ersigned by  the  First  Comptroller  and  registered  by  the  Begister  of  the 
Treasury,  is  passed  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  who  indorses 
his  acknowledgment  on  tho  warrant  and  charges  himself  with  the 
amount 

After  all  these  fonualitios  have  been  complied  with,  the  amount  de- 
]>08ited,  which  very  likely  has  been  actually  in  the  Treasury  six  or  twelve 
mouths,  is  at  last  formally  in  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  appro- 
priation from  which  it  was  originally  drawn.  In  other  words,  it  has 
been  "covered  in." 
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With  tlio  exception  of  sonic  minor  dctuilH  all  other  (!eiK»iitEi  cJpaCil 
moneys  are  treated  iu  the  manner  above  described. 

In  addition  U)  the  copying,  registering,  &c.,  done  in  this  OQ)c«, ; 
shown  by  the  fbrceoiug  sutcment,  each  "list"  ie  properly  indexed  s 
e&Kh  reqnisition  is  journalized  and  posted  to  the  credit  of  the  depositor,  ' 
to  tiie  debit  of  the  general  account  of  appropriations,  and  to  the  credii  ] 
of  the  specific  appropriation  in  the  appropriation  ledger. 

From  March  17, 1817,  the  date  of  tlie  tirst  credit- ret) uiaition  re;;istcred 
in  this  office,  to  Juno  31),  IS6!,  there  were  S313  requisitions  of  tbisclas^ 
being  an  average  of  IS'J  per  auunm.    From  July  1,  ISCl,  to  Jane  30^ 
1870,  chore  were  5,82'J,  n  yearly  average  of  353.    During  the  ilscat  year '  • 
ending  June  30,  1S76,  there  were  733  credit-reqaisitions,  beinj;  ninv  j 
than  double  the  average  of  the  last  fifteen  years. 

now  ACCOCSTS  ARE  KEPI. 

Accounts  iLre  kept  with  a  disbursing -otBcer  as  follows:  Ho  is  charge 
ander  the  proper  heads  of  appmjiriatlons,  with  alt  requisitions  tssuflj 
in  bis  favor  and  with  .ill  snmn  transferred  to  him  by  other  diRbur3iDg< 
officers  or  received  from  any  other  source,  lie  is  credited,  inaccoiiuts 
stated  by  this  OSce  half  yearly,  quarterly,  yroftener,  if  necessary,  and 
certified  by  the  Second  OomptroUer,  with  disbursements  made  in  Accord- 
ance with  law,  and  with  authorized  transfers  to  other  disbursing-offlcors. 
Ho  U  also  credited,  by  reqnisitiou  in  the  manner  alrcatly  described,  wiUi.j 
itach  amonnta  as  he  may  have  depo8it«<l  in  the  Treasury. 

The  number  of  persons  with  whom  accounts  have  been  oi)enedon  tliA  I 
booluof  this  Office  is  upwardsof  15,000,  of  whom  223  now  tiavecurreat  i 
disborsing-accouutti  rendered  monthly,  viz :  51  paymasters,  80  Indian  , 
agents,  26  recruiting-officers,  25  ordnance-officers,  12  assistant  (u^utaafr  J 
generals,  7  engineer-officers,  4  medical  officers,  H  disbursiDff-o&ioesit 
Froedmen's  Branch  Adjutant-General's  Office,  2  disbursing-clerks,  andd 
qnartennastcrs  and  other  officers. 

The  acconntft  of  paymasters,  Indian  agents,  and  ordnanco  and  met . 
cal  Btorokeepers,  all  uf  whom  give  bonds  renewable  every  four  years,  4 
more  frequently  if  required,  have  to  be  kept  as  separately  and  diatloc  ' 
under  each  bond  as  if  they  were  the  aceoauta  of  different  iudtvidtu 
The  bonds  of  Indian  agents  being  frequently  renewed,  several  of  thii  _ 
officers  have  tive  indciwndent  accouiitn  on  the  books.  It  is  of  conn 
necesiuirj'  that  the  grx.-Hto»t  care  be  taken  to  prevent  the  trausactioi 
under  one  bond  becoming  confused  with  those  under  another. 

COSSOLIDATED  KETILEJIEKTS. 


Since  1871  the  accounts  of  uffloers  involving  transfers  to  tbe  b 
of  tlte  Thin]  Auditor  and  since  18T3  accounts  for  proceeds  of  Qovn 
ment  property  have  been  ai^usted  by  rousolidated  instead  of  aepi 
aettleuicnta,  the  accounts  of  from  two  to  one  hundre<I  officers  beiaKO 
brocei)  in  one  settlement.  While  this  method  expedites  the  adjustned 
of  accounts  by  lessening  the  labor  of  Ktatiug  them,  it  does  not  mate 
rednoo  the  work  of  this  division.  The  items  hare  to  be  journalised  a 
postcti  to  the  Individual  debit  or  cre^lit  of  the  oillccrs  couccraed,Just  ■ 
tbc^  would  were  tho  accounts  stated  se|>arately.  It  has,  bowan 
deoieosetl  the  number  of  settlements,  ami  thus  shows  ui 
decrease  of  work,  because  a  consobdated  settlement,  inclndinfr  t 
Mcoant«  of  one  hundred  officers,  is  reportetl  a«  one,  instead  of  one  bill 
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dred,  ns  it  would  have  been  ander  the  old  method.    The  result  in  this 
respect  is  shown  by  the  following  figures : 

Number  of  officers  whose  account  s  have  been  stated  by  consoli- 
dated settlements 1, 219 

Number  of  consolidated  settlements  made 76 

To  give  a  just  idea  of  the  work  of  the  Office  during  the  last  fif- 
teen years,  the  number  of  settlements  should  be  increased  by 
the  difference  between  these  sums,  viz 1, 143 

which  will  make  the  total  51,23G,  instead  of  50,093,  as  reported  below. 

FLUCTUATIONS  OF  FORCE  AND  WORK. 

From  May  8, 1816,  to  June  30, 1861,  the  records  show  that  54,206 
settlements  were  made,  many  of  them  being  claims  which  were  neither 
journalized,  posted,  nor  indexed — a  simple  record  of  the  date  and  num- 
ber of  the  settlement  and  the  claimant's  name  being  all  that  was  kept. 
During  this  period  one  clerk,  with  occasional  assistance,  attended  to  Uie 
books.  From  July  1, 1861,  to  June  30, 1876,  50,093  settlements  have 
been  recorded,  the  majority  being  accounts  of  disbursing  officers.  The 
number  of  clerks  employed  from  1861  to  1865  was  two ;  in  1866  three 
were  engaged ;  in  1867  and  1868,  six :  in  1869,  seven }  in  1870,  six ; 
in  1872,  seven ;  in  1873,  ten ;  in  1874,  mno,  and  in  1875  and  1876,  six. 

Prior  to  January  1, 1864,  all  accounts  were  kept  in  one  set  of  books, 
but  it  was  then  found  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  constantly 
increasing  number  of  settlements,  to  open  a  new  set  of  journals  and 
ledgers  for  paymasters'  accounts  exclusively'.  On  July  1, 1867,  an  addi- 
tional set  of  books  was  opened  for  Indian  accounts,  and  on  July  1, 1868, 
a  third  new  set  was  started  for  miscellaneous  accounts.  Since  the  latter 
date  no  entries  have  been  made  in  the  old  ledgers,  except  to  correct 
errors  and  to  transfer  open  accounts  to  the  new  lK>oks. 

The  old  set  of  books  is  composed  of  sixteen  ledgers  and  twenty  jour- 
nals. In  transferring  unbalanced  accounts  from  these  books  to  the  new 
ones,  it  has  been  considered  advisable,  in  order  to  insure  absolute  accu- 
racy, to  check  each  entry  by  comparing  it  with  the  original  record  from 
whidi  it  was  taken.  This  has  been  the  source  of  much  additional  labor 
and  has  greatly  delayed  the  final  closing  of  the  old  books. 

The  new  sets  of  books,  all  kept  by  double  entry,  comprise  twenty-five 
ledgers  and  seventeen  journals,  viz :  seven  ledgers  and  seven  journals 
for  paymasters'  accounts,  ^evcn  ledgers  and  five  journals  for  Indian 
accounts,  and  eleven  ledgers  and  seven  journals  for  miscellaneous 
accounts. 

Under  the  old  style  of  bookkeeping,  as  already  stated,  no  proper 
record  was  kept  of  claims  paid  through  this  Office.  Under  the  present 
system  each  claim  is  registered,  journalized,  and  posted,  like  any  other 
account,  so  that  the  books  show,  as  they  ought  to  do,  every  transaction 
involving  a  disbiursement  of  public  funds. 

PAYMASTERS'  DIVISION. 

Five  hundred  and  sixty-five  paymasters'  accounts  have  been  audited 
and  reported  to  the  Second  Comptroller  since  July  1, 1875,  and  six  hun- 
dred and  idxty  miscellaneous  settlements  made.  The  accounts  of  thirty 
paymasters  have  been  closed  as  follows :  In  twenty-seven  cases  the  bal- 
anixw  due  the  United  States  amounted  to  $50,607.18,  of  which  the  sum 
of  852,830.08  was  recovered  by  suit,  leaving  $6,777.10  outstanding,  and 
in  three  cases  the  paymasters  were  creditors  to  the  extent  of  $825.91, 
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wblcli  was  jiaitl  to  Lliom.    Twenty-six  ac<»tiiitM  have  been  prcpnretl  S 
anit,  iu  wLicIi  tlio  amoQuts  at  issue  aggregate  8178,:J^.I(i. 

Tlie  amount  involved  iu  tbo  tivo  Lnudrod  and  eistyHvo  paymaittei 
nccouuts  and  six  liuudred  and  sixty  misccllaucous  Bettleraents  is  ftlion 
liy  tJio  following  dotiiiled  statement : 

Di«liurBniiiPQtfi.  us  ]>ur  paynmstcrs'  hucoddU ^15,  S<):l,T39 

I'ayiuenlof  BtoripagoB  nu<l  lines  to  Snidiera' Homo,  act  M.vuli  J,  ISSD..  I4T,:XB 
Amount  slopiied  from  Ibu  ]>a;  of  viiliiibNl  men  for  tobacco  furninbiHl  liy 
tliQ  SiilHi[Bti.'nco  Di.-i>arltuuiit,  and  tranifemd  to  the  credit  of  that  Do- 

l>iirtiiietit  on  tbeTLird  Audi  lot's  books IS3,96I 

Aiuuiuit  cLorgod  to  ofQcen  of  tbo  volunteer  foroe  uid  rcsalur  Army  for 

doulilo  iiaymcata.. . i!3,SG3 

Ainuiiiit  cWkM  to  ofticcrsaod  ouliiied  mcaforovcrpajmcDta 9,931 

Aiuouut  of  double  payments  refunded lO.Vft 

AiuouDt  of  orerpavmeut*  refunded &tVd8 

Aiuouiiterroueonidy  cbariced  on  account  of  alleged  OToriiajiueuU,  &.K.  i'.VK 

Auoiiut  of  Irat  cliecln}imd  under  odt  of  Febrnarfit,  V¥r2 I,M5 

Auiunot  stopimd  fmin  tbn  paf  of  officers  and  tnen  for  snlisistnnce  and 
qnaTteruiwiCerB'  storoB,  tronsportatian,  &e..  and  tnuisfMTctl  tii  tbu 

utodit  of  tbo  nropcr  appropriations  no  tlio  Third  Auditor's  books....  ll.^Xi 

UiBcelluncnua  cWgi-s,  urodits,  anil  trausfcis 'J.GTJ 

Total KsttTsiEW 

PAj'iuiistcrn'  occouulson  baiiilJuly  1,  iei!> 

I*a>  uiustrrs'  accouuta  rcovlvod  during  tbo  fcoi' , 

Total 

I'ajmastera'  occunutii  exumini-d  aod  re{H>rted  Ut  tlic  ISevontl  Coiuptmllar.. 

I'ayiuiuters'atcouuts  uu  luiud  unuxouiiucd,  JunuZtO,  I8TII 

Number  of  letlcrs  wrltlcn  ilurlug  tbsyear , 

JUSCELLANBOUB  DIVISION. 
Tvro  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy -seven  accounts  itcrtaliiing 
the  Ordnance  Department,  Medical  Department,  regular  and  volunte 
recruiting,  contin(;oucics  of  the  Army  and  Adjutant-General's  Dcpai 
ment,  secret  service,  local  bounty,  Freedmen's  Uranch  AdJutAnt-Oc 
eral's  Office,  special  acts  of  relief  by  Congress,  &c,  were  atlinstcd  in 
ilivi&ioQ  dnrtng  the  year,  and  represented  an  exi>entliture  of  92,TS&,<X>LI 
B0  follows : 

OfdnaBco  Dcparlmcnl (1,WT,a2l 

Medical  Department 186, 74i 

ReeraHiniti  >*fplAr 7?,n4j 

ReemltiDa,  volunteer 14A,6n' 

Freedmen'MliranchAdjulaQt-Genoral's  Office S10,8H 

AppropriaUana  under  control  of  Secretary  of  War 195,339 

Local  bonntjr 1,0U 

Snecial  acta  of  relief  by  CoDgicM 9,SU' 

Miacdlaueona AI,S08 

Total - 


ir> 


In  addition  to  tbo  above,  ZIS  claims  were  settled,  amonntittg  I 
(:ill!jljlfl.50,  which  is  included  in  the  dtsbnrBements  under  Ordnai 
Medical,  nnd  Miscellaneons.    These  ^claims  were  for  servit^s  rendt 
by  citizen  physicians  at  places  where  no  Army  surgeoni*  were  statioad 
for  keeping  military  convicts  iu  rerlain  Slate  peuitenlitiricK,  furuisbiq 
(■ailing  guns  nnd  other  arms  to  the  Ordnance  Deportment,  &c. 

The  compilation  of  n  cximptete  record  of  payments  to  officcn*  of  t 
reguliir  .ind  volunteer  forces  has  been  continued,  resulting  in  the  d 
covcrj  of  :;T1  c»hc«  of  double  paymeutsto  officers  out  of  6en'icc,ilgaittl 
inrges  have  been  raised  and  measuFCfl  tsltSflJ ** 
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ainouDts  overpaid.  In  this  coDnoction  700  paymasterB'  accounts  atcfc 
overhauled,  and  705  miscellaneous  inquiries  answered. 

The  number  of  letters  written  in  the  division  was  1,815. 

The  number  of  disbursing-accounts  on  hand  July  1, 1875,  was  850. 
There  were  received  during  the  year  1,014,  and  2,177  were  disi)osed  of, 
leaving  503  on  hand  unexamined  June  30, 1876. 


Iin)IAN  DIVISION. 

The  unsettled  accounts  of  Indian  agents  are  being  disposed  of  as 
rapidly  as  possiblCi  the  number  on  hand  June  30, 187G,  being  367  less 
than  at  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year,  as  shown  by  the  following' 
statement : 


<  UubftocooDts  of  Indian  Agetiis  .... 
F'roperty-AoeotuiUof  Imlian  agents 
C'Uuus  of  ooBtnoton  aad  others ... 


Total  disborsonMots. 


1.^ 


>9 


s 


199 
10 


o 

.a 

S. 


630 
1.290 


a 


1^ 


1,006 

881 

1.93C 


I 
P4 


1.004 
33 


3 

3 

o 

a 


«3, 525^334  10 


3.53^969  38 


7,081,603  51 


In  addition  to  the  ordinary  duties  of  examining  and  stating  accounts 
and  claimsi  the  following  extra  work  has  been  performed : 

Making  examinations  and  copies  of  accounts  and  vouchers  in  obedi- 
ence to  odls  from  CongresSi  equal  to  one  clerk's  time  for  86  days. 

Making  examinations  in  accordance  with  requests  from  Second  Comp« 
troller,  one  clerk  26  days. 

Making  transcripts  of  accountSi  &c.y  for  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
one  clerk  108  days. 

Copying  inf<mnation  for  the  Contt  of  Claims,  378  pages  legal  cap. 

Copying  information  in  response  to  calls  from  various  sources,  1,361 
Iiages  legal  cap. 

Much  work  has  been  done  of  a  fragmentary  and  irregular  character, 
caused  b^  the  action  of  the  Second  Comptroller's  Office  in  directing  the 
preparation  of  accounts  for  suit,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  data  from 
the  Indian  Office. 

The  number  of  letters  written  during  the  year  was  2,350  and  the 
number  recorded  2,067. 

PAY  AND  BOUNTY  DnnSION. 

The  operations  of  this  division  are  shown  in  detail  by  the  subjoined 
tabular  statements : 

•  •••••• 

The  number  of  claims  on  band  July  1, 1875,  was  19,144,  of  the  follow- 
iug  classes: 

ClaiiiM  of  white  soldiers  for  additional  boanty,  act  Jaly  28, 18C6 1, 166 

Claims  of  white  soldiers  for  amara  of  pay  aad  original  bounty 10, 125 

Claimaofeolored  soldiers 7,2»5 

Claims  for  bounty  under  act  of  A|»nl2*J,  1872 538 

Total .^. ID,  144 

18  Ab 
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Tlio  total  uiiiuber  of  claims  received  and  (lis[K)8cd  of  diiriag  M^^^^| 
was  10,17!)  and  1I,'U3,  respcctirelj',  as  shown  by  the  tabulnlod  BtM^^I 
menu,  leaving  17,8!)0  on  hand  .Taou  30,  X87C,  as  follows :  ^H 

ClftinuofivbUa  sulilion  Tac  odditiooal  Umnty,  act  JtUy  2g,  1666 !I,^VV 

CloiniB  of  white  RoliUersfor  kmoraof  pajt  and  oristDkl  bounty -..      7,  TIB     I 

ClaimBofcfllorodnuldiora ; 7,431 

Claims  for  bounty  Hnditaot  of  Aiiril  32,  1BT8 391 

Total 

DIVISION  FOa  THE  INTESTIGATIOJJ  OP  FBAOD. 

Daring  tbe  lost  fiscal  year  ti,3t>8  cases  liiivo  been  before  this  divisii 
of  whicli  5, SSL  have  beeu  examinod  and  5'2&  finally  disposed  of,  kavin) 

5.740  on  hand  for  iuvostigatiou  and  final  action.  Abstracts  of  faat  _ 
have  been  tnailc  in  288  cases.  One  hnudred  and  seventy-nine  cases  have  ~ 
been  prepared  for  the  Department  of  Justice  for  suit  and  prosecution, 

4.741  letters  have  l>een  written,  and  147  miscellaneous docantents  copied. 
The  coses  on  hand  are  of  the  usual  character,  involving  alleged  fraud, 

forgery,  unlawful  withholding  of  money  collected  from  the  Government 
through  this  Oflico,  erroneoDS  settlements,  oveniayments  to  officers  aad 
enlisted  men,  and  are  as  follows : 
Number  of  ca»M  of  wliil«  aoldiers  io  'n'hicb  notice  of  fr»ad  or  vroog  wu 

pteMnt«d  to  this  ODlce  Hubsequeut  to  tbo  settlumoiit  or  allavuioe  of  lb« 

cbinu 1,407 

Dumber  of  uuwttled  claima  iu  obma  of  ivbjl«  imldicra  involviog  kDown  or 

auaiieo ted  fraud  or  wrouK 73!> 

ftumCoT  of  cosee  of  coloced  soldiers  in  which  nolioe  of  thiud  was  |)r«aetit«d 

totbeOnn)«ibiequenttatli«*Bttleiu«iitof  tbecUinu 1,633 

Nnmbdr  of  itiiaettled  cloinu  in  oa*M  of  colored  uoldien  iuvolving  tnai  or 

wrong 1,447 

NDmboc  of  outM  in  whicli  nQloon  of  the  voloDteec  Annjr  ore  charged  wllb 

taaviuK  oTordraffn  pay 319 

Total 6,740 

The  amount  recovered  hj  salt  and  otherwise  is  as  fi)lIoWB : 
Amount  recovered  in  cues  of  white  Boldiers  mid  returned  io  lb«  TreaHuy, 

(pT>t>dpal,t6,&Ue.lO;  latcrcBtftnd  coals, $439.41) IT, 099  SI 

AmouDl  of  Judgmeul*  rnportcil  darinx  tbe  fiscal  ;ear,  but  uot  yet  aallaflod.    8,60  Gft 
Amount  rccuvacd  iu  ea»e»  of  colored  soldiers  bj  tbe  t'foediuoD'a  Branch, 

AdJoluDt-Genursl's  Offloe IT.OM  7t 

Amonnt  tccnrnl  bv  atoimaft"  and  otbat , 314  40 

Amount  secared  tlirongu  reoUmktlona  by  the  AuiBUuit  Treaaarw  at  lt«w 

Torit laeoo 

Amount  vecuml  direct  to  olaunants 49f  19 

Total 3t,3rfta 

Id  iu;  report  for  tbe  fiscal  year  ending  Jnuo  30, 1S75,  tlio  followim 
remarks  occttr :  "  In  my  last  annaal  report  I  said  that  the  increase  b^ 
tbe  nombor  of  cases  reciulring  investigation  by  ihiH  brunch  of  the  OSaa] 
was  accotintcd  for  by  the  fact  that  since  tbo  transfer  of  the  FrecdmiHA 
Bureau  to  the  War  Department  (binds  and  misfensMnco  bad  beta  d' 
covered  in  tbu  payment  of  claims  by  the  8ub-ageut«  of  tbo  Uto  C 
missioncrof  thtj  Bureau,  and  it  was  then  prOHuiucd  that  tbo  nan 
would  conlioue  to  increase  until  some  deiluito  action  should  bo  tabeal 
anpcrior  authority,  with  a  view  of  determintug  tbo  civil  liability  of  ol. 
bonded  agentii  of  the  Hurean.    Many  casC8  then  iu  th«  haods  of  tbe  lav- 
olBceni  ot  tbe  Government  are  yet  Iu  <fa(ti  iput  u  rvgiutlii  acLioD  on  tbu 
booils,  aad  it  is  iioibapa  adviaooie  that  tlieiy  Bliould  remain  bo  until  the 
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.ll€3gatioD8  of  non-payment,  false  vonchers,  &o.,  shall  have  been  fally 
1 1  €  inircd  into  by  the  different  United  States  attorneys,  and  some  definite 
oiieiusion  arrived  at  as  to  the  facts  and  the  liability  of  the  bonds." 
riioso  remarks  are  still  applicable,  and  it  shonld  be  stated,  in  addition, 
\\i\t  charges  in  these  colored  cases,  involving  $22,708.89,  have  been 
<i.i8ed  against  the  late  Commissioner  of  the  Freedmen's  Boreau  and 
l%4^  matter  submitted  to  Uie  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  for  suit  and  recov- 
ery of  the  money. 

The  amonnt  of  money  and  judgments  recovered  in  white  cases  is 
L  ioarly  the  same  as  last  year,  while  in  the  colored  cases  it  falls  far  short. 
X'lie  latter  fact  may  be  attributed  to  the  condition  of  the  Freedmen's 
E  *  ranch  of  the  A^ntant-Oeneral's  Office,  which  has  nearly  completed 
L  Lie  examination  and  adjustment  of  the  money-afiEairs  of  the  Freedmen's 
Oureao. 

PBOPEBTT-DIYISION. 


The  number  of  property-returns  on  hand  unsettled  July  1, 1875,  was 
10,394.  The  number  received  during  the  year  was  3,785  and  the  num- 
l>er  a^usted  was  4,465,  leaving  9,714  on  hand  June  30, 1876.  Three 
t  boQsand  nine  hundred  and  fody-six  returns  have  been  examined,  3,975 
1  etters  written  and  1,462  recorded.  Three  hundred  and  nine  oertincates 
of  non-indebtedness  were  issued  to  ex-officers  of  the  Army  and  volnn- 
t^eers,  and  $7,544.88  were  stopped  against  officers  for  property  unac« 
counted  for. 

DiyiBION  OF  INQX7IBIES  AND  BEPUES. 


Offioers  makisg  ioqnlry. 


AdtfmtMiiOeaanJ. . .  a 
-  -        il 

lenl 

C.ominiacf0Jier  of  Peoiioiw 

Tblnl  Auditor 

FoarUi  Auditor 

M  \  tfrtiUittit"  T  ..•..> 

Total 


099 

15 

7 

14 

66 

967 

8 

a? 


7,5TB 

as7 

706 

901 

10,193 

9,«B 

16 

564 


1,333 


91,957 


93,565 


7,850 

648 

970 

8 

689 

31 

915 

10.949 

17 

9,666 

93 

90 

4 

611 

195 


The  number  of  inquiries  actually  answered  was  21,108, 1,457  having 
been  returned  to  the  (Commissioner  of  Pensions  without  report. 

The  following  work  incident  to  the  business  of  this  division,  but 
additional  to  that  of  answering  inquiries,  has  been  recorded  during  the 
year: 

Rolls  And  vonohen  copied  for  the  A^jatanirGeneral 400 

Rolls  and  Touchers  copied  for  preservation  in  this  Office 13 

Rolls  and  vouchers  traced  for  preservation  in  this  Office 1,580 

Si;:natnres  .compared 19,575 

( ) V vfpayments  and  double  payments  discovered  and  reported 144 

Final  statements  copied »..«  929 

Applications  copied 356 

Affidavits  copied 569 

Letters  and  miscellaneons  documents  copied 418 

Number  of  letters  written  asking  for  information 5,382 

Pagos  of  £9olscap  used  in  copying 3,170 

Through  the  instrumentality  of  this  division,  charges  on  account  of 
overpayments  and  double  payments  to  the  amount  of  $4,879.59  havo 
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Immui  raJseU  agaiust  officers  aud  enlisted  men,  of  wliicli  the  i       „^^ 
tl,S85.71J  lins  been  recovcre<1,  cbieflytbrou^titlieTbint  AnilitorV  Uffict^ 
by  8toi>iiftg»;>t  from  nmonute  Oue  the  payees  tor  liorses  lost  iu  tlm  scn'kQ 

DIVISION  OP  COEKBSPONDESCB  AND  BBOOKDS. 

Nuiulwrof  lotters  rocoivoil "'•^I 

If uniber  uf  lettvrB  written - 14,10 

Nutulieroflettorx  r(<ii)iTCil  to  otbei  UaTOBus UBj 

Xuiiilwr  or>Ieud-Icttera  nwoivnd  tnd  rfgUtend 1,^ 

Nuiulierufclaliaxn-ceivcd,  brlflfnl,  and  reeuitenMl 11,4> 

VuuibeiuriniBuellMieaui  vonohora  noeivod, ntamped,  olid  Uistnlmted... ^Ht 

Number  of  teltunt  with  ftdditloiul  evltlencD  in  aam»  [icniling  bofon  tliia  Offlw  • 

rccelveO,  Lriefml,  and Te([isteTCiI 11.0 

Kamlierof  jioyaiid  bounty  ccrtiiicKtM  euinined,  iV|{isloml,  »nd  mailed 3,9H 

Nuiubet  or  iMy  and  bounty  ce[titlc«t««  oxamiDcd,  n^iatcroil,  aa4  itoul  tu  Pay- 

uinsteMioiienil 3,3S 

Knmber  of  reportt  calling  fur  re<|uiHiUuna  sent  to  the  War  Duiiarliueut O 

Number  uflDlt«ni  reeucded  nod  indnxed..... 1,MI 


ABCmTES-DITISIOlf. 


Xnulinr  n[  j)nsinH»tcts'  nei 


teuiiioTiuily  tiled  awniliugsi^Ltleiueiit.- 


ived  from  Pajnioiter  G«ncral,enlcnd,ai)d 


Numbi^rof  ooDlitmedMtllemeiitB  rHMtired  from  Becood  CotuptniUer,  enltnd,  j 

titnuigitl,  And  placed  in  petmaiiont  film 1>?3| 

Number  of  miiKellanoous  acuonuls  vithilravD  for  mferenco  and  rstumed  to  ^^^ 

iilM 

Nninber  of  iiayiuasUsrs'acooiiuts  (now)  re-arranged 

Nuuiherof  paymaRteni'  ncconnts  (old)  rp-airaoged 

Nunibor  of  Touohera  withdrtmnfor  theuseof  MttUiiii-clcrkii ,...,  31,111 

Nnmlierof  vouchetf,  previnnaljr  iTHhdrairn,reuirDed  toaettlementa 116,843 

Number  of  niDtil»(«d  rolls  roiui rod S8,(Mo 

Number  of  letters  written  "'" 

Number  of  pajDtadteni'acconntB  on  hand  nusottled  June  30, 1970 

Number  of  Indian  acoonnt*  roaoivcd,  Teii£od,  and  briefed 1,UB 

Number  of  vonchen  briefed 3(11,: — " 

NumUt  uf  pagea  copied  Irom  voluutoer  regiater  of  paymentn  Iu  aoMien. ...... ,  3, 

The  general  busii)e88ortlioOeBce,i;xliiljiUMl  iu  detail  in  tbefbi 

divisioual  rcgxirttt,  in  brietly  nud  more  couvenieiiUy  iudkatcd  ia  • 
luiiiesed  coudensetl  sunironr)': 
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In  addition  to  the  namber  of  letters  given  in  the  above  sammary, 
25,G21  were  written  in  relation  to  the  niiscellaneons  bnsinoss  of  the  Office, 
making  a  total  of  101,140. 

The  average  namber  of  clerks  employed  during  the  year  was  158. 

The  following  statements  and  reports  have  been  prepared : 

Annual  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  transactions  of 
the  Office  during  the  fiscal  year. 

Annual  statement  of  the  recruiting  fund,  prepared  for  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Army;  also^  monthly  report  of  balances  of  said  fund  and 
of  the  contingencies  of  the  A^utant-Generars  Department. 

Annual  statement  of  the  contingencies  of  the  Army,  showing  the  dis- 
bursements in  detail,  prepared  for  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  1^  by  him 
submitted  to  Congress. 

Annual  statement  of  the  clerks  and  other  employes  of  this  Office  dur* 
it)g  the  year  1875,  or  any  part  thereof,  showing  the  amount  paid  to  each 
on  account  of  salary,  with  place  of  residence,  &c.,  in  pursuance  of  sec* 
tiou  104  Bevised  Statutes,  transmitted  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury. 

Monthly  tabular  statement  showing  the  business  transacted  in  the 
OOice  during  the  month,  and  the  number  of  accounts  remaining  unset- 
tled at  the  close  of  the  month,  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

Monthly  report  of  absence  from  duty  of  employes  of  this  Office,  with 
reasons  therefor,  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Pay-rolls  of  employ^,  prepared  monthly. 

List  of  employ^  in  this  Office  on  September  30, 1875,  showing  the 
State  or  Territory  from  which  each  person  was  appointed  to  office,  the 
State  or  country  in  which  ho  was  born,  and  the  compensation  given  to 
each,  transmitted  to  the  Begister  of  the  Treasury,  in  accordance  with 
.section  108  Bevised  Statutes. 

The  following  figures  exhibit,  as  well  as  figures  may  do,  what  has 
been  the  work  of  this  Office,  and  furnish  valuable  statistical  information. 
The  first  is  a  condensed  statement  of  all  the  settlements  of  money  ac- 
connts  and  claims  from  March  4, 1817,  when  the  Office  was  organized, 
until  June  30, 1861,  a  i)eriod  of  forty-four  years,  which  is  subdivided  into 
two  periods,  prior  and  subsequent  to  the  Mexican  war.  The  second 
table  is  a  condensed  statement  of  the  number  of  money-settlements  made 
by  the  different  divisions  of  the  Office,  with  the  amounts  involved,  the 
property-accounts  adjusted,  the  number  of  claims  rejected,  the  number 
of  certificates  furnished  to  the  Paymaster-General  and  Commissioner  of 
Pensions,  and  other  incidental  work  performed  in  each  year  from  June 
:)(»,  18G1,  to  June  30, 187G. 

Xumher  of  aooounts  seliled/rom  March  4, 1617,  to  June  90, 18G1. 
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Staiemfnt  of  prop€rt]f-aeeauni$  adjuittd  and  fniBceUaneoua  work  performed  in  connection  loith 

the  settlement  of  acoounte. 


For  the  jwir  ending— 


Jane  30, 1M3, 
June  30, 18G3 
Jane  30, 18C4, 
Jane  30. 1885 
Jane  30, 1886 
Jane  30, 1867 
J  one  30, 1868 
Jnae  30, 1800 
Jane  30, 1870 
Jane  30, 1871 
Jane  30, 1879 
Jane  30, 1873 
Jojie  30,1874 
Jane  30, 1875 
Jane  30, 1876 

ToUl. 


o  • 


5,021 

7,368 

39,745 

163,489 

176,963 

141,698 

199,463 

01,399 

43,669 

39,171 

937,675 

41,775 

31,138 

4,932 

4,746 


1,147,435 


822 

1,470 

9,374 

2,910 

19,099 

97,936 

41,917 

96,596 

99.865 

99,955 

13,873 

18,346 

17,618 

11.981 

7.856 


I 

o 


936,448 


14,584 
40,651 
108,373 
126.569 
370,090 
478, 477 
603,696 
405, 745 
363,556 
233.199 
209,658 
965.544 
937,485 
131, 321 
101. 140 


3,682,950 


If 

III 


B 

a 


37.473 
134.816 
254,690 
170. 340 
945, 903 
486,305 
920,909 
171. 931 
173,487 
937,754 
133  957 
194,574 
186,584 
118,609 

94,464 


9,861,089 


^& 


»1 

1§8 


5,589 
5.144 
5.  410 
5,905 
9,098 
2.401 
1.868 
9,709 
9,842 
9,519 
9,606 
9.679 
3,961 
3,440 
3,386 


59,547 


38,904 

74.041 

134.398 

390.408 

125.315 

16,435 

18,138 

99,300 

49,309 

35,647 

53,849 

99,874 


911, 557 


From  these  tables  it  appears  that  the  whole  nnmber  of  claims  and 
money-accoants  settled  from  March  4, 1817,  to  Jane  30, 1861 ,  was  37,408, 
and  toat  from  Jane  30, 1861,  to  Jane  30, 1876,  the  number  of  snch  set- 
tlements was  957,806,  involving  $1,832,448,035.27.  If  to  this  namber 
are  added  the  claims  examined  and  rejected,  236,448,  it  appears  that 
1,194,254  claims  and  money-acconnts  have  been  settled  and  disposed  of 
in  the  last  fifteen  years. 

The  tables  also  diow  that,  in  the  same  time,  1,147,435  property-ac- 
ooonts  have  been  adjasted,  3,682,950  letters  have  been  written,  and  that 
911,567  c^tiflcates  from  the  master  and  pay  rolls  of  the  Army  have 
been  made  to  the  A^jntant-General,  Third  Auditor,  and  other  officers. 

In  consequence  of  the  large  redaction  recently  made  in  the  clerical 
force  of  the  Office  it  will  be  hardly  possible  to  do  more  at  present  than 
to  dispose  of  the  current  work.  If,  indeed,  farther  arrears  do  not  ac- 
cumulate, greater  delays  in  settlements  mast  occur  to  disappoint  the 
expectations  of  claimants  and  disbursing-officers,  notwithstanding  the 
best  efforts  of  the  gentlemen  employed,  who,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  are 
generally  competent  and  faithful. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfally, 

B.  B.  FRENCH, 

Auditor. 

Hon.  Lot  M.  Mobbill, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 


SBPOBT  OP  THE  THIRD  AUDITOR  OP  THE  TREASURY. 

Tbkasitbt  Depabtment, 

Thibd  Auditob's  Office, 

October  31, 1870. 

Snt :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  report  of  the  operations  of 
thia  odlce  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 
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BOOK-KEEPERS'  DIVISION,  J.  F.  JONES,  CHIEF. 

The  daty  devolving  upon  this  division  is  to  keep  the  appiopriar  -  • 
and  money  accounts  of  disbursing  officers  which  are  settled  in    x^i 
office.    The  annexed  statement  shows  the  amoant  drawn  oat  of  oartr^ . 
of  its  appropriation  accounts,  and  also  the  repi^ments  made  thn^n  ^ 
this  office  into  the  GDreasury,  and  is  a  full  exhibit  of  its  financial  op^-^r  . 
tions  during  the  fiscal  year. 

Staiement  fhwving  the  financial  operations  of  the  Third  AuiUiot's  Office  ditrin$  (ke  fiscal  jt  « 

endoi  June  30, 1876. 


Nnmber  of  requisitions  drawn  by  the 
Heoretaricfl  of  War  and  of  the  Into* 
rior  apon  the  Sacretaryof  the  Treaa* 
nry  In  favor  of  sundry  peracns,  4,149, 
araoontin/;  to  $53,319,930.48,  paid  in 
the  manner  herein  set  forth,  and  ont 
of  the  foDonrinKapproprlations,  vis : 

Re^nlar  supplies  of  the  Quartermas- 
tor's  Department 

Incidental  expenses  of  the  Quarter- 
master's Department 

Barraoks  and  quartcTB 

Transportation  of  the  Army  and  Its 
supplies, 


Horses  for  cavalry  and  artillery 

Transportation  of  oflicers  and  their 


haiKSffe 

National  cemeteries 

( Jonstruotion  and  repair  of  hospitals . . . 

Clothing  of  tho  Army 

Sundry  engineer  appropriations 

Erection  of  head-stones  in  national 

cemeteries 

Contingencies  of  the  Army./ 

Observation  and  report  of  storms 

Constmotion,  maintenance,  and  repsirs 

of  militaiy  telegraph  lines 

f^ifnial'Service 

Military  road  ftom  Santa  F6  toFer 

nandes  de  Taos,  N.  Mex 

Military  Academy.  West  Point,  K.  T. . 
Jklilttary  piiaon  at  Fort  Leavenworth, 

Kkns 

Head-stones  for  national  cemeteries . . . 
Construction  of  military  road  in  Arisona 
Krection  of  a  monument  to  the  memorr 

of  soldiers  who  died  in  prison  at  Sal- 

Constmotion  of  depot  buildings  at  San 

Antonio,  Texas,  in  1B73 , 

Pay,  transportation,  services,  &c,  of 

Oregon  and  Washington  volnnteen.. 
Clniros  of  loyal  ciUxens  for  sapplies, 

&.G.,  fnrnisned  during  the  rebellion  .. 
nefnnding  to  States  expenses  incurred, 

Ac , 

Ilogne  niver  Indian  war 

(^ftptureofJeir.  Davis 

Claims  for  quartermaster  and  eommls- 

nary  stores,  act  July  4, 1604 , 

roller  of  John  B.  Tyler,  of  Kentucky.. 

Kolief  of  William  L.  Nance 

Kelief  of  Caroline  IL  Vnrvianc.e 

Relief  of  Mrs.  Kliza  Potter,  widow  of 

Lorcnso  T.  Potter , 

Bomes  and  other  property  lost,  act 

March  3, 1849 

Army  pensions , 

»Stibdiatei 
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16,734  70 

6,175  00 
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5,079  74 
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9.7e3M 

14,017  56 


1613  CO 
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4,139  96 


826  34 
21  48 


2,045  80 
!64,443  21 

1. 583  :iO 


•190  00 
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30^000  00 
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PER  CONTBA. 

Dopoaita. 

Tranafer  ac- 
connta. 

Total. 

The  nmibvr  of  credit  and  ooonter  reqnititiou  dnwa  by  the 
S&cnUidtm  of  Ww  and  of  the  Intoior  on  stindry  poraonn 
In  favor  of  the  Treaanrer  of  tha  United  SUtea  ii  1,037,  on 
which  maymenta  into  the  Traaaary  have  beon  made 
thronch  the  Third  Anditor'a  Ofllce  daring  the  flacal  year 
eiHledJnne  SO.  1870.  aafollowa 

* 

11,105,339  96 

1249. 134  SO 

01.444.473  46 

QUARTERMASTER'S  DIYISIOK,  I.  8.  TIOHENOR,  CHIEF. 

The  aocoants  of  qnartermasters  cover  a  wide  range  of  money  and 
property  responsiBility.  The  former  embraces  disbarsements  for  bar- 
racks and  quarters,  hospitals,  store-houses,  dfRces,  stables,  and  transpor- 
tation of  Army  supplies ;  the  purchase  of  Army  clothing,  camp  and 
garrison  equipage,  cavalry  and  artillery  horses,  fuel,  forage,  straw, 
material  for  bedding,  and  stationery ;  payments  of  hired  men,  and  of 
'*  per  diem  "  to  extra-duty  men ;  expenses  incurred  in  the  pursuit  and 
apprehension  of  deserters ;  for  the  burial  of  officers  and  soldiers ;  for  hired 
escorts,  expresses,  interpreters,  spies,  and  guides :  for  veterinary  surgeons 
and  medicines  for  horses;  for  supplying  posts  with  water;  and  for  all  other 
proper  and  authorized  outlays  connected  with  the  movements  and  opera- 
tions  of  the  Army  not  expressly  assigned  to  any  other  Department. 

Property  purchased  with  the  funds  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
is  accounted  for  upon  '<  returns  "  transmitted  through  the  Quartermas- 
ter-General to  this  office,  (with  the  exception  of  ''  returns  of  clothing, 
camp  and  garrison  equipage,"  which  come  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Second  Auditor,)  showing  that  the  disposition  made  of  it  is  in  acconl- 
anoe  with  law  and  Army  Begulations. 
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59 

513 
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Total.*. 

3,901 

15,890,534  01 

4.409 

515 

9,193,984  03 

K^ported  during  the  flaral  year 

}t4^inalnina  nnaottled 

3,9(13 
896 

14.045,847  04 
1,774,686  07 

4,968 
134 

513 

9,123,^4  03 

^ 

59 
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15,890,534  01 

4,403 

515 

9l  123. 984  03 
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cooonta. 

• 

z 

a 
P. 

Total. 

• 

1 

11 
37 

48 

5 

48 

Anonnt  in- 
volved. 

Amonnt  in- 
volved. 

Kr<^V4<d  dorinff  tlM^  flc^ai  vcar. ...... 

•••••- 

146 
1,305 

•91.746  88 
311,293  95 

1.057 
8.919 

$2,609,929  01 
15.677.861  16 

Total 

1, 4.'il 

403,979  13 

9.976 

~U,  504 
479 

18.347.790  17 

TtrDorted  dariaff  the  flaml  vmr ....... 

1,414 
37 

376,973  79 
96,996  41 

IG.  546. 105  C» 

•  * 

1, 801, 684  48 

Total 

1.431 

403,973  13 

9,976 

18,347,790  17 

Number  of  letters  written  in  quartermaster's  division,  8,451 ;  average 
number  of  clerks  employed,  39§;  number  of  pages  written,  6,720;  num- 
ber of  vouchers  examined,  264/234. 
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DnriDg  the  year  porsiBteiit  efforts  have  been  made  to  obtaiu 
settlement  oq  the  pnrt  of  detinqnent  disbursing  officers,  and  in  nil  caoM 
vhere  bonds  have  been  filed,  notificatioDS  bave  been  sent  to  tbe  ^urotiee, 
advisiDg  them  of  their  liabiUty  and  calling  apoii  tbem  to  take  tlie  ueo«»- 
sary  steps  to  effect  an  adjnstnient  of  tbe  balances  charged.  Tbe  rwolb 
haa  been  a  steady  reduction  in  the  number  of  old  nnsettled  acooaots  bjt 
new  settlements,  or  the  payment  of  the  amounts  found  due  by  tlie  di-' 
Unqaent  officers. 

Claims  noder  what  is  generally  known  as  the  "eight-hour  law 
now  seldom  presented  for  services  in  the  Cjnarternmster's  Departmetl^. 
and  it  is  believed  that  nearly,  if  not  quite,  all  claims  of  this  nature,  for 
which  provision  was  made  by  the  act  of  Cong^ss  approved  May  1 
1872,  have  been  presented  for  settlement.  By  far  the  larger  nnmber 
those  presented  for  allowance  within  the  I:ist  two  years  have  been 
jectiHl  for  insufficiency  of  evidence. 

Tbe  cnrrent  work  of  the  division  has  been  performed  proiDplljr, 
the  accounts  and  returns  are  settled  with  reasonable  prompto«fia  al 
their  receipt  from  the  proj>er  bureaus  of  tbe  War  Department. 

SUBSISTENCE   DmSION,  ANDEEW   CAtTLDWELL,   CHIEF. 

Since  tlie  last  annual  report,  the  subsistence  and  engineer  diviatons 
have  been  consolidated  under  tbe  almve  designation.    Tbe  sabaiatenoe 
division  examines  tbe  accounta  of  all  commissaries  and  acting  coiniDi»_ 
saries  in  the  Army,  whose  duties  are  to  purchase  the  provisions  a 
stores  necessary  for  its  sohsistence,  and  to  see  to  their  proper  distrilM 
tion.    These  commissaries  render  montlily  money -accounts,  with  prof 
vouchers  for  disbursements  of  the  funds  intrust^'cl  to  them,  together  wit 
n  provision-return,  showing  tbe  dis{>ositian  of  provisiona  and  store, 
purchaser]  or  ilerived  I'rtiUJ  other  sources.    Tlicse  accounts  are  received  J 
through  the  Comraiaaary-Ueucral  of  Subsistence,  and  are  examined  a 
audited  in  tbia  division.    The  money-accounts  and  vouchers,  togutherl 
with  a  certified  atatemeut  of  the  reiiuU  of  said  examinations,  are  theft  | 
referred  to  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  for  revision.     CpOft  1 
their  return  from  tbe  Comptroller,  with  the  settlement  approved,  t' ' 
officers  are  notified  of  the  result,  and  called  npon  to  atljust  or  explA 
any  omissions  or  errors  that  may  have  been  discoveretl.    The  moo 
and  provision  accounts,  together  with  tbe  vouchers  and  ]>aper8  bdoi 
iug  tliereto,  are  tbuu  placed  in  the  settletl  files  for  future  refeivneei  fl 
remoln  peruiuucntly  in  the  custody  of  this  ollicie. 

SUBSISTENCE  ACCOUNTS. 


Uu.>>-H»<mU. 

trvimm- 

Miu>b«r. 

Anunul  Innlnd. 

1.3M 

•iSiSS 

i 

■-1 

ts 

SStSS!     ijr 

no 

Numlier  of  vouchers  rsamlned,  GI.INW;  number  or  letters  written, 
1,210;  uumberofdiflierences"  written,  C7U;nan]ber  of  4|U((rJer«n8W«nd, 
OttS ;  average  uanil'er  of  clerks,  6^. 
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ENGINEER  ACCOUNTS. 

The  engineer  branoh  is  engaged  in  the  examination  of  the  acconnts  of 
offloers  and  agents  of  the  Engineer  Department  who,  nnder  direction  of 
the  Ohief  of  Engineers  of  the  Army,  (except  the  Saperintendent  of  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  whose  disbarsements  are  directed  by 
the  Inspector-General,)  disburse  moneys  oat  of  the  varions  appropri- 
ations— now  248  in  number — ^made  from  time  to  time  by  Congress  for 
works  of  a  public  nature,  which  may  be  classed  under  the  following 
heads,  viz : 

The  purchase  of  sites  and  materials  for,  and  construction  and  repairs 
of,  the  various  fortifications  throughout  the  United  States. 

Construction  and  repairs  of  roads,  bridges,  bridge-trains,  &c.,  for 
armies  in  the  field. 

Surveys  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts. 

Examination  and  surveys  of  the  northern  and  western  lakes  and 
rivers. 

Construction  and  repairs  of  break- waters. 

Bepairs  and  improvement  of  harbors,  both  on  sea  and  lake  coasts. 

Improvement  of  rivers  and  purchase  of  snag  and  dredge-boats  for 
the  same ;  and 

The  expenses  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 

The  transactions  of  the  engineer  branch  for  the  fiscal  year  are  shown 
by  the  following  statement,  viz : 


HGnQj-aoooiinti. 

ITomber. 

Aoumnt  inirolTad. 

On  band  ner  iMt  report.  Jane  30.1875. 

73 
145 

$3,630.170  45 
6. 813. 031  90 

RifffieiviKl dnriQg flflCAl  year.. ...,,...,.*  ..^ 4.. 

. 

Total 

218 
183 

10,443.901  65 
7. 6S9, 791  22 

Avditfd dnringihft fltoal  y0ftr....a.....x  .  .^          <  x. 

'Rfmainf ii£  on  band  June  90, 1876 

36 

91790.480  43 

Number  of  vouchers  examined,  54,306 ;  number  of  letters  written,  954 ; 
nuiDber  of  clerks  employed,  6. 

CLAIMS  DIVISION,  W.  S.  STETSON,  CHIEF. 

Since  last  report  the  several  classes  of  claims  which  are  settled  in  this 
office  have  been  consolidated  nnder  the  above  designation. 

l%is  division  has  the  settlement  of  claims  of  a  miscellaneous  character, 
arising  in  the  various  branches  of  service  in  the  War  Department  and 
groiring  out  of  the  purchase  or  appropriation  of  supplies  and  stores  for 
the  Army ;  the  pnrdiase,  hire,  or  appropriation  of  water-craft,  railroad- 
stock,  horses,  wagons,  and  other  means  of  transportation ;  the  trans- 
portation-contracts of  the  Army;  the  occupation  of  real  estate  for 
camps,  barracks,  hospitals,  fortifications,  &c. ;  the  hire  of  employ^, 
mileage,  courts-martial  fees,  traveling-expenses,  commntations,  &c.; 
claims  for  compensation  for  vessels,  railroad-cars,  engines,  horses,  equi- 
page, wagons,  &C.,  lost  in  the  military  service ;  claims  growing  out  of  the 
Oregon  and  Washington  war  of  1855  and  185G,  and  other  Indian  wars ; 
<daims  of  various  descriptions  under  special  acts  of  Congress,  and 
claims  not  otherwise  assigned  for  adjudication.  Also,  claims  of  several 
States  and  Territories  for  expenses  incurred  by  them  in  raising,  equip- 
ping, &C.,  troops  for  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  recent 
rebellion,  and  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  outbreaks. 

My  predecessors  have  often  urged  the  necessity  of  a  limitation  upon 
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the  presentatiou  of  claims  against  the  United  States,  and  I  concar 
fully  in  their  opinions.  In  all  the  States  and  Territories,  and,  indeed,  I 
believe  in  every  enlightened  country,  it  has  been  deemed  wise  to  place 
a  limit  upon  the  time  within  which  suits  against  individuals  may  be 
commenced.  Congress  has  recognized  the  wisdom  of  this  policy,  by  lim- 
iting the  time  for  the  presentation  of  claims  to  the  Court  of  Claims  and 
to  various  special  commissioners,  &c. 

Such  a  check  is  much  more  necessary  in  relation  to  claims  presented 
to  the  Executive  Departments.  The  proceedings  being  ex  parte^  it  is 
not  difficult  to  fortify  doubtful  claims,  when  the  claimants  can  collate 
their  evidence  at  their  own  time,  without  notice  to  the  Government  and 
without  check  of  cross-examination. 

Often  the  Government  has  no  other  protection  against  fraudulent 
claims  than  may  be  afforded  by  statements  and  explanations  obtained 
from  its  officers  and  agents ;  and  every  moment  of  delay  in  the  presen- 
tation of  claims  tends  to  diminish  this  perishable  species  of  evidence.  I 
am  convinced  that  claims  are  often  withheld  until  the  death  or  removal 
of  United  States  officers  may  clear  the  way  for  perjury  and  fraud. 

Doubtless  during  the  recent  war  and  for  some  time  thereafter  persons 
slept  upon  just  demands  through  ignorance  of  the  existence  of  a  remedy, 
but  this  is  not  likely  to  be  the  case  now.  A  person  to  whom  the  Gov- 
ernment owes  a  debt  may  be  uncertain  of  the  mode  of  procedure,  but 
my  observation  is  that  he  assumes  that  he  has  a  remedy  somewhere, 
and  makes  inquiry  in  the  Departments  until  he  ascertains  where  and 
how  to  present  his  claim.  The  probability  is  strong  that  a  claimant 
whose  demand  is  just  will  not  long  delay  to  present  it,  especially  as  no 
formalities  are  required  to  be  observed  and  the  cost  of  preparation  is 
inconsiderable. 


• 

mSGELLANEOUS  CLAIMS. 

Nomber. 

Amoant  claimed. 

Amonnt  alloiretl. 

On  bnncUnlv  1. 1873 

io.»rj 

3.793 

*|5,140.910  59 
hi,  617, 915  31) 

Itecaivad  dnrinir  the  vur  .... 

Total 

ia.0M 

2,828 

7, 788, 885  97 
:i,S<U,6SS35 

• 

DiftPOM>d  of  darinir  the  rear. .  

9900,713  51 

Oa  hand  Jalv  1. 187G  ... 

10,068 

§6»  883,903  68 

*-  Thlf)  in  the  amoant  claimed  In  9,530  caseis  the  amonnta  claimed  In  the  others  (1,443)  not  belBfcatated 
t  This  is  the  amonnt  claimed  In  8,409  caiiea,  the  amonnta  claimed  in  the  others  (8i4)  not  being  stated. 
*  This  Is  tho  amount  claimed  in  8,605  cases,  the  amonnta  claimed  In  the  others  (8iE))  not  being  stated. 
}  This  is  the  amonnt  claimed  in  9,484  cases,  tho  amounts  claimed  in  the  others  (1,444)  not  being  stated. 

Number  of  letters  written,  39927. 

Oregon  ami  Wa9h%ngt(m  Indian  way  claims,  185r>-'5G. 


On  r.and  July  I.  lffi:» 

Krceivtid  diiriiij*  tiie  yesi* 


ToUl 

Di«pos«d  of  dniiu;;  thu  3'ear. 


On  band  July  1, 18TC. 


Knmber. 


Amoant  claimed.  Amount  allowed. 


770 
187 


897 
154 


743 


♦eC2. 497  99 
10,968  09 


68,766  01 
:i8,056  98 


^109  03 


$15,061  44 


*  This  is  tho  amonnt  clsimoil  in  398  cases,  tho  amonnts  claimed  in  the  others  (378)  not  belnir  stat«d. 
t  This  is  tho  amount  rlaimfd  in  48  cases,  tlie  amonnts  claimed  in  the  others  (85)  not  being  statad. 
;  This  is  (lie  amount  claimed  in  47  cases,  the  amonnts  clalme4l  in  the  others  (107)  not  being  stated. 
i  This  is  tho  amount  claimoii  in  401  cases,  the  amounts  claimed  in  tho  others  (348)  not  being  stated. 


Number  of  letters  written,  80. 
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LmI  vesseUf  <5'o.»  act  March  3, 1849. 


Oa  hand  Jaly  31, 1875 

Beeeirad  during  (bo  year 


Total 

Diapeaad  of  during  (ba  yaar 

On  hand  July  1, 1676. . 


Claims  for, 
number. 


T2 
1 


73 


73 


Amount  filaimed. 


1787,390  37 
35^000  00 


763, 3M  37 


7Gfi;3!l6  37 


Amount  aUowod. 


HOBSECLAIMS. 


Claina  oa  hand  July  1, 1875 

Cblma  raoaived  during  the  3'ear 

Claima  reoooaidered  during  the  year 


Total 

ClaiBM  allowed  during  the  year 

DiaaUmred  on  aama 

Clafanaifjected 


Dedoal  aa  finally  diapoied  of  during  tbe  year 
Claiau  on  band  July  1,  I87G 


Letters  written,  7,559. 


No. 


371 


t!\ 


Amount. 


STATE  WAS-CLAIMS. 


176. 003  9S 
10, 49A  16 
11,338  33 


Ka 


5,480 

1,067 

143 


6,6^9 


iSQ 


6^337 


Amount 


•981,810  61 

160, 416  3H 

20, 1011  16 


1, 16:!,  396  06 


97,«3t»  31 


1.06l,t>Sti74 


On  hand  Jane  30, 1873 

BsoalTad  during  the  liacal  year 


Total 

BapMled  daring  the  flacal  year 


Balance  remaining  on  hand  June  30, 1876 


Original  account!.  Snapendedacoouottf. 


No. 


10 

7 


17 
11 


6 


Amount. 


$3, 339;  893  31 
199,401  16 


Na 


44 
4 


3^533,394  37 
508,304  73 


3,0Si089  65 


48 
10 


Amount. 


$4, 503. 147  VJ 
330,965  58 


4, 853, 133  70 
144,704  09 


38 


4,708,r.i9  61 


Montana  war-daima. 

Dakota  war-cUUmt. 

No. 

Amount. 

No. 

Amount. 

Ob  hand  Jnne  30. 1875... .w^..*.^........^. ......... 

KMoired  dorinir  tbe ^4cal  ve^  -t-t i- 

16 

16 
16 

115,106  90 

109 

110,917  11 

Total 

15,108  90 
15,108  90 

109 
109 

10.917  11 

Srmnted  durio?  the  Haoal  year 

10,917  11 

1lalanc4i  remainini?  on  hand  Jnne  30. 1674 ............... 

PENSION  DIVISION,  W,  H.  WHITNEY,  CHIEF. 

The  duties  of  this  division  embrace  the  settlement  of  all  accounts 
which  pertain  to  the  payment  of  Army  xiensions  throughout  the  United 
States.  The  Commissioner  of  Pensions  is  charged  with  the  allowance 
and  issue  of  all  certificates  for  pensions  under  existing  laws.  The  cer- 
tiiicate  issued  in  favor  of  the  pensioner  is  sent  directly  to  the  agent  for 
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paying  pensions,  and  at  the  same  time  a  copy  of  the  certificate  is  for- 
warded to  this  office  for  record,  and  is  recorded  in  a  roll-book  prepared 
for  each  agency,  on  which  is  mven  the  name  in  fnll,  rate,  date  of  com- 
mencement, ending,  or  other  data,  to  assist  in  the  proper  adjastment  of 
payments  made  by  the  several  agents. 

An  account  is  kept  with  each  pension-agent,  charging  him  with  all 
moneys  advanced  for  payment  to  pensioners,  under  his  proper  bond  and 
fiscal  year.  At  the  end  of  each  month  the  agent  forwards  his  vonchers, 
abstract,  and  money  statement  direct  to  this  office,  where  a  preliminary 
examination  is  made  to  see  if  the  money  advanced  is  properly  accounted 
for,  and  then  the  receipt  of  the  account  is  acknowledged  and  the  account 
fiJed  awaiting  audit.  Each  voucher  is  subsequently  carefully  examined 
and  the  payment  made  entered  on  the  roll-book  opposite  the  pensioner's 
name.  The  agent's  account  when  audited  is  reported  to  the  Second  Comp- 
troller for  his  revision,  and  a  copy  of  the  statement  of  errors  (if  any )  sent  to 
the  agent  for  his  information  and  explanation.  The  account  when  re- 
turned from  the  Comptax>ller  is  placed  in  the  settled  files,  where  it  per- 
manently remains.  In  cases  of  defalcatipn,  certified  copies  of  all  papers 
or  transcripts  of  the  account  are  prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  Second 
OomptroUer,  who  files  therewith  a  certified  copy  of  the  bond  and  for- 
wards  the  same  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  for  prosecution. 

By  the  act  of  July  8,  1870,  pensioners  are  paid  quarterly  instead  of 
semi-annually  as  before,  which  more  than  doubles  the  amount  of  labor 
to  DC  performed  in  examining,  filing,  and  auditing  pension-agents'  ac- 
counts. The  act  of  July  12, 1870,  requires  all  accounts  to  be  audited 
by  fiscal  years,  and  the  unexpended  balance  to  be  covered  into  the 
Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation  to  which  it  properly  belongs. 
As  applied  to  pensions,  the  law  works  admirably.  The  act  of  February 
14, 1871,  granted  pensions  to  survivors  of  the  war  of  1812  who  served  not 
less  than  sixty  days,  and  to  the  widows  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  who 
were  married  prior  to  the  treaty  of  peace  and  shall  not  have  remarried. 

The  act  of  June  8, 1872,  increased  the  pensions  of  invalids  for  spe- 
cific disability  to  $18,  $24,  and  $31.25  per  month,  which  act  was  further 
amended  March  3, 3873,  by  allowing  the  $18  to  be  divided  pro  rata  for 
proportionate  disability.  The  act  of  June  8, 1874,  increased  the  pensions 
of  soldiers  who  lost  an  arm  above  the  elbow  or  a  leg  above  the  knee 
to  $24,  provided  they  could  not  use  an  artificial  limb  as  provided  for 
under  act  of  June  17, 1870.  This  proviso  was  repealed  by  act  of  Au- 
gust 16, 1876. 

The  appropriation  act,  approved  March  23,  1876,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1877,  provides  that  the  payment  for  artificial  limbs, 
commutation  or  transportation  therefor,  shall  be  under  the  direction  of 
the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army,  and  appropriates  $50,000  therefor. 

Amounts  refunded  to  the  credit  of  the  following  appropriations  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 : 

Invalids,  1870-71 $7,064  b^l 

Widows  and  otbeni,  1870-71 20,019  44 

Invalids,  1871-72 2,221  80 

Widows  and  others,  187 1-72 3,800  31 

Army  pensions,  1872-73 14,557  46 

Balance  on  band  June  30, 1875;  axipropriation  1873-74 214, 056  17 

Amoont  refunded  by  pensioners  and  deposited 5,182  13 

219, 238  30 
Amount  paid  on  settlement  of  acoouuts 501  44 

Balance  to  credit  of  appropriation  Jane  30, 1876 218,730  86 
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BalADoe  OQ  hand  Jane  90, 1875,  appropriation  1874-75 (35, 069  65 

Uoezpended  balance  in  bonds  of  a^nts  at  end  of  fiscal  year  1875,  and 

amonntfl  refunded  by  iiensioners 324,902  80 

Deposited  to  credit  of  tbe  United  States 359,972  45 

Amoont  paid  on  setUement  of  aoeonnts 29,974  50 

Balance  to  oredit  of  appropriation  Jane  30, 1876 329,997  95 

Amonnt  appropriated  to  pay  Army  pensions  for  tbe  fiscal  year  ending 

Jane30, 1876 29,500,000  00 

Amount  to  tbe  oredit  of  tbe  appropriation  nndrawn 966,019  30 

Amount  to  be  acconnted  for 28,533,960  70 

follows : 


Amooni  paid  to  pensioners  at  tbe  seyeral  agencies 127,859,011  66 

Amoant  of  nnexpended  balanoea  in  agents' hands 667,622  60 

Amonnt  paid  on  audited  aoooimts,(miscellaneoa8) 7,346  44 

28,533,960  70 

Nambar  of  pensioners  on  tbe  rolls  of  the  several  agencies  June  30, 
1876,  as  follows: 

InTsUda 108,390 

Widows  and  others • 101,167 

SunriTors  war  1812 14,206 

Widows  war  1812 4,987 

Total 228,750 

The  fidlowing  tabular  statement  shows  the  number  of  accounts  re- 
oeired  and  audited  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876 : 


Aeooonts  on  bsad  June  M,  1S75.  ... 
reoalred  dttiag  tbe  y«sr. 


Total 


Aceooata  reported  Saooad  Conptraller  dnriag  tbe  year 
AecooBts  on  band  unsettled 


Totia 


Knmber. 


618 
741 


1,559 


1,150 
^409 


1,550 


Amount  invotved. 


139,110,005  77 
98, 340;  161  99 


57,450.967  76 


48.433,036  93 
9.035^930  84 


57,456,967  76 


*  The  oneettled  Mooonta  on  file  belong  to  the  flaoal  yemr  ending  June  30, 1876. 

Panatonera  recorded  and  restored 18,S87 

PeuioDen  transfiBrred d,0d4 

PaofiioDS  increaBed 18,727 

Certifioates  re-ioBued 933 

Chjftngee  and  errors  noted 10,263 

Penaion-voaoherB  examined 1,412,648 

Payments  entered  on  roU-book 1,357,349 

Pagee  of  abstract  added 49,351 

Pales  of  miscellaneons  copied 2,680 

Copies  of  sargeona'  oertifioates  sent  to  Commissioner  of  Pensions  in  increase 

CKsea :. 1,131 

IjettexB  received  and  entered 4,821 

liCtters  written 4,903 

liOtters  copied  and  indexed 4,519 

Artiilclal  limbs  recorded 683 

One  handred  and  fifty-five  pension-checks  were  verified  for  payment,  amount- 
ing to $6,403.64 

One  hundred  and  eleyeh  special  eettlements  were  made,  (tbe  number 
not  being  included  in  the  tabular  statement  above,)  mostly  old  accounts 
which  have  been  closed. 
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Tbirty-sevcu  settleineuts,  iDvolvin^  the  sum  of  $1,413.50,  were  ii 
on  accoaut  of  lost  or  destroyed  pensiou-cbecks,  as  providea  for  b^ 
of  Congress. 

The  foUowiu;;  statement  exhibits  the  number  and  amonut  of  accc 
on  hand  unsettled  July  1, 1869,  together  with  those  received  and  au( 
each  fiscal  year  since : 


OabaadJoly  1,1800 

RsoeiTei]  flaoal  year  1870 

Beoaired  iUoal  yoarl87l , 

BflOdiTwl flfloal  year  1679.. 

BeoelTed  liacal  year  1873 

BeoeiTed  flaoal  year  1874 

BeoelTed  flaoal  year  1875 

SeoeiTed  flaoal  yoarl87G 

Amount  on  hand  and  received 
Deduct  amoiuit  audited 

Balaaee  on  hand  June  30, 1876 


Number. 


637 
714 
030 
684 
711 
864 
7U8 
741 


6,070 
5,670 


408 


Auonnt  involTod. 


134,811,503  83 
87,743,819  99 
S8, 513,  SOB  44 
88,661,997  « 
98,756,709  99 
29,708,339  96 
29,579,855  54 
28,348,16190 


936.116,395  53 
937,090,394  69 


9,095,930  84 


Knmber. 


631 
780 
900 

795 

7K6 

619 

1,150 


5,670 


jLuHiU 


Amount  in* 


40,0(Mi 
33.930 

ttti,4:n 

19, 8hH 

4d,4Ja 


an.oM 


The  decrease  in  auditing  accounts  for  the  fiscal  year  1875  was  vt 
by  the  force  being  engaged  in  copying  the  names  of  pensioners  intc 
books,  which  was  completed  in  April,  1875,  without  the  addition  o 
number  of  extra  clerks.  The  increase  of  accounts  audited  durinj 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  shows  that  the  labor  was  not 
The  work  in  the  record  section  was  up  to  date,  but  the  Commissioi 
Pensions  directed  the  transfer  of  nearly  30,000  names  from  one  ageii 
anot&er,  which  involves  an  immense  amount  of  labor,  as  each  nam 
to  be  stricken  from  one  roll  and  entered  on  the  other,  and,  on  ac< 
of  errors,  much  time  is  lost  in  making  corrections. 

It  is  my  purpose  that  the  work  in  this  division  shall  be  brou^l 
so  that  an  agent's  account  can  be  audited  as  soon  as  received ;  it  i 
just  to  the  agents  and  their  bondsmen,  and  the  interests  of  the  Gu 
ment  require  it. 

The  force  employed  in  this  division  numbered  40  clerks  a 
copyists,  from  4  to  0  of  which  have  been  temporary  and  const 
changing. 

The  following  tabular  statements  exhibit  the  amount  disbursed  I 
several  agents,  and  the  unexpended  balance  in  hand  to  be  covere* 
the  Treasury. 


Uiuxuended  halanca  in  hands  of  pctuhn-agenU  June  30, 1W6. 


SUlo. 


Arkauaaa 

Do 

Connecticut 

CaUfomia 

Do 

IHatriotof  Columbia. 

Delaware 

Indiana 

J>o 

Do 


Aseuoy. 


LttUoKock... 

do 

Hartford 

San  Franoiiioo 

do 

Waahinf^ton  .. 
Wilminfftou  .. 
Fort  Way  no.. 
Indianapolia . . 
Hudiaon 


A.  D.Thomaa... 

J.  G.  Price 

D.CKodman... 

H.i:.Koed 

T.  II.  Moeeloy. . . 
D.C.  Cox....... 

Daniel  Burton.. 
Hiram  IddineH.. 
W.H.  II.  Terrell 
MaikTilUm.... 


Dne  United 

SUtM. 


131.948  77 
6. 30H  05 

10.3o3  &2 
4,707  '£1 
3,93-2  i!:> 

15,030  44 
1,034  08 


a8.«!!»  4H 
ltf,73j  4i 
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Unexpended  balanoee  in  hande  of  peneian-OifeniB  June  30,  lS7G^Coutiuuod. 


SUto. 


A^eiusy. 


Ulinois  ... 

Do.... 

Do.... 

Do-... 
Iowa 

Do.... 

Do.... 
Kentaoky 

Do...- 


Looitiaii*. 
MAine.... 

Do.... 

Do.... 


Do.... 
ICvylud, 
MiaMiiii.. 

Do.... 

DoT.. 


MiHiMiiipi 

New  Hampthire 

Do 

NfwTork , 

Do 

Do 

Do 

KewJcewy 

Korth  CuoUna . 

Do 

NewUoxioo.... 

Xebfaika 

Ohio 

Do , 

Do 

Ore^OD 

PcBBfTlraiiift ... 

Do 

Do 

fibodolabuid... 

Do 

TeouaMM 

Do 

*  WKNlt. ....... . 

Do 

Tiffing 

Do 

Weti'VlrsiniA 

Do. 
Do. 


Chicago 

§|alnoy 
pringfleld  .... 

Salem 

DuiMiane 

Dea  Hoinea 

Fairfield 

LoidaviUe 

Lexington 

Topeka 

NewOrleana.... 

Angnata 

Bangor 

PorUand 

Boston 

Fitobbnrgh.... 

Baltimoro 

Sidnt  Joseph... 
Saint  Lonia..... 

Detroit , 

Grand  Bapids.. 

Saint  Pan! , 

Viokabnrgh 

Ck>noord 

Portamonth..... 

Albany , 

Brooklyn 

Cananaaisiia.... 
New  York  City 

Trenton , 

Baleish , 

Omaha 

Colnmbna 

Cincinnati 

Cleyeland 

Portland 

Pittabnigh 

Philadelphia... 

do.. 

ProTidence  ..... 

do 

KnoxTlUe 

NaahTlUe 

Bariington , 

MontpeUer  ..... 

Korfolk 

do 

Wheeling 

La  Crosse 

Kadison 

Milwaokee 


Total 

Dedoct  amoonta  due  agents. 

Bslaacs,  Jane  30, 1876. 


Agent. 


Dae  United 
States. 


Ada  C.  Sweet 

B.M. Prentiss  ... 

J.  H.  Mooro 

W.£.MoKakln.. 

Jacob  Rich 

B.F.6ne 

D.B.  Wilson , 

B.M.  Kelly 

J.A.PraU 

John  M.  Allen .... 

RH.l8abelle 

F.  If.  Drew. ...... 

E.S.  Small 

George  L.Beal'... 

D.w:Gooch 

J.W.KimbaU 

H.Adreon 

J.T.Clementa.... 

A.B.Baston 

Samnel  Poat 

Thaddena  Foots.. 

S.Mcliartrie 

J.T.Bankin 

Alvah  Smith 

D.  J:Vaaghan.... 
S.H.H.Far80OS.. 
James  MoLeer.... 
L.  M.  Drozy...... 

F.  E.  Howe 

J.F.Boslicg 

C.H.BelTin 

A.W.Toorgee.... 

A.G.Hoyt 

C.L.  Bristol 

J>  A.  If  orris. ...... 

C.E.  Brown 

Sw  11  Barber 

aJ.MoCormick.. 
James  HoGregor . 

A.  D.  Wood 

H.G.8iokel 

J.  L.  Clark 

W.H.  Reynolds... 

D.T.Boynton 

W.Y.Elliott 

J.  L.Bar8tow 

Stephen  Thomas.. 
L.H.  Chandler.... 

S.L.Anable 

T.M.  Harris 

B.  F.Bryant 

Thomaa  Reynolds. 

E.  Ferguson 


$90,  SOS  57 

8,447  57 

34,009  J0 

11, 657  40 

98  40 

7,241  23 

11,930  49 

7,644  66 

1,403  77 

17  S4 

49  60 

12,993  64 

2,535  67 

23,021  70 

25^399  30 

48  71 

5,454  18 

2,894  57 

21,079  53 

15.647  02 

2,162  73 

7,378  15 


Dae 
agent. 


8,310 
5,551 
46,656 
17,194 
43,769 
21,483 
6,854 


34 
74 
08 
30 
80 
15 
13 


3,015 

1,131 

1,381 

23,566 

96,997 

18,511 

1,246 

12.858 

10,030 

19,651 


61 
87 
96 
07 
97 
25 
75 
70 
87 
13 


3^130  89 


7,450 

2,099 

13,390 

21,450 

7,253 

3,854 

6,582 

6,302 

16,772 


54 
33 
06 
48 
61 
96 
96 
77 
92 


670, 176  31 
2^553  71 


667,693  60 


143  66 


56  16 
'913*15 


2,553  71 


10  Ab 
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PAFEES  ACCOMPANYING  THK 


COLLECTION  DIVISION,  A. 

A.  SHISGLEB,  CHIEF. 

1 

SpeoUloua.. 

Fsulon  and    bnuiit;' 

l«Ddl»H». 

I'etloO. 

11 

'A 

H 

ji 

P 

j 

ll 

1 
1       i 

ins. 

308 

.■no 

370 

K7 

DOS 

«S 

an 

304 

i 

STB 

MS 
3411 

l,ar,-. 

SID 
4B3 
4Ba 
ISO 
480 

OOS 
S33 
733 

841 
1,S4» 

T- 

im. 

1 

t'ara 

1,'»4< 

10 

40T 

3,m 

3,138 

48,308 

7.88S 

S«l 

5,  ass 

133 

The  above  Bobedale  exhibits  the  bosineas  transacted  by  this  Aivis. 
so  £ar  as  is  practicable  by  a  scbednle-statement,  except  tbe  labor  of  ■ 
clerks  on  duty  {ram  May  1, 1876,  vrithdrawing  abstracts  "D  "  and  " 
from  the  property-retama  of  officers  of  the  Qaartenaaster's  Departme 

The  abstracts  bare  been  Trithdrawn  bom  20,000  aocooDtsnp  tothe : 
of  Augast,  and  tiie  work  of  withdrawing  abstracts  trom  propetty-rutui 
is  nearly  finished. 

This  work  was  instituted  by  my  direction,  for  the  parpose  of  enteri 
payment  for  property  pnrchased  or  seized  npon  the  abstracts  of  accoui 
ability  of  the  officers  who  made  the  purchase  or  eeizore,  there 
protectiDg  the  GoTemmeat  against  fraDdpIent  claims  now  pending 
which  may  hereafter  be  presented. 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  this  office  to  enter  payments  as  above  ud 
tbe  latter  part  of  1866,  there  are  mUlions  of  dollara'  worth  of  proper 
borne  npon  the  accountability  abstracts  of  officers  of  the  QuartermaBtei 
Department  not  checked  as  paid  for,  most  of  which  has  probably  bet 
Liaid. 

In  the  present  condition  of  the  retnms,  it  is  impossible  to  tell  whetb< 
certified  vouchers  and  memorandum  reoeipts,  presented  as  claims,  hai 
been  paid.  Payment  may  have  been  made  by  any  disbnrsing-offlcer  i 
the  Qnartermastor's  Department,  and  it  is  wholly  impracticable  to  exac 
ine  the  money-accoants  of  evNj  officer  upon  each  claim  presentci 
Frandolent  and  erroneooB  claims  are  liable  to  be  presented  at  any  tiirn 
and  tbe  Government  is  powerless  against  them  if  it  has  not  the  means  c 
showing  the  &aad  or  error.  By  entering  payment  opposite  tbe  pn: 
chase  or  seizure  on  tbe  acconntabiUty  abstracts  of  the  punihaBing  c 
seizing  officer,  every  payment  made  mH  be  a  matter  of  record  and  t 
easy  reference.  In  tliis  manner  onl^  oan  tbe  Government  beprotectei 
against  the  double  payment  of  claims  liable  to  arise  for  the  propert, 
borne  upon  the  abstracts  and  not  checked  as  paid. 

'When  this  work  is  completed  and  the  abstracts  separately  fileO,  Uic: 
will  l>e  better  preserved  from  destruction,  their  exauiuatiou  in  cuuucc 
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tion  with  claims  will  be  greatly  facilitated,  and^  being  accessible  to  fewer 
persons,  the  information  therein  will  be  less  liable  to  be  procared  and 
osed  by  claimants  or  their  attorneys  as  the  bases  of  claims  against  the 
Government 


THE  FILES. 

The  total  number  oi^money-settlements  made  in  this  office  from  March, 
1817,  to  30th  of  Jnne,  1875,  was  165,993,  and  the  number  added  to  30th 
June,  1876,  was  6,630,  making  a  total  of  162,623 ;  of  these  the  pension- 
acconnts  are  more  voluminous  than  all  the  others.  Of  the  vast  quan 
tity  of  official  matter  now  in  this  office  about  four-fifths  of  it  has  been 
filed  since  1860.  The  war  made  a  vast  accumulation  of  vouchers  which 
were  paid  by  the  Government,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  evidence  of 
payment  may  not  be  lost  The  settlements  fix)m  March,  1817,  when 
this  office  was  organized,  to  the  present  time  are  contained  in  four  file- 
rooms,  hence  the  labor  of  taking  care  of  them  is  greater  than  it  would 
otherwise  be.  Seven  persons  have  been  employed  during  most  of  the 
year,  but  at  present  there  are  only  five.«  These  rooms,  though  unsuit- 
able in  many  respects,  besides  being  very  nncomfortable  in  very  warm 
weather,  have  lately  been  much  improved  by  suitable  alterations  and 
additional  conveniences.  The  files  are  in  as  good  condition  as  can  be 
expected  under  the  circumstsmces.  The  vacant  shelving  will  suffice 
only  for  a  few  months  longer,  and,  as  there  will  probably  be  bqt  little 
diminution  in  bulk  of  the  accounts  received  for  several  years  to  come, 
much  additional  room  will  be  required  for  the  files. 

There  were  ten  lady  copyists  usefully  employed  during  the  year.  The 
number  of  miscellaneous  papers  registered  was  5,127 ;  difference-sheets, 
901 ;  total,  6,028.  The  number  of  pages  copied  and  compared  was,  mis- 
oellaneous  papers,  14,588 ;  difference-sheets,  3,159 ;  letters,  2,358 ;  total, 
20,105.    Hf  umber  of  names  indexed,  39,517. 

NUMBER  OF  CLERKS  AND  EMPLOYlfiS. 

I  should  not  perform  my  whole  duty  were  I  to  close  this  report  with- 
out an  allusion  to  the  recent  reduction  of  clerical  force  in  this  office. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  current  calendar  year,  when  I  assumed 
control  of  the  office,  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  pension-agents 
was  over  $22,000,000  in  arrears.  For  reasons  already  stated,  it  was  very 
desirable  that  thiis  work  be  brought  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  To 
accomplish  this  purpose;  every  available  man  whose  services  could  be 
spared  from  the  other  divisions  was  taken  from  them  and  put  at  work 
on  the  pension-accounts. 

Had  the  force  of  the  office  not  been  diminished,  by  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1877,  all  arrears  would  have  been  wiped  out,  and  every  divis- 
ion of  the  Bureau  except  the  claims  would  have  been  running  on  cur- 
rent work  only,  to  great  advantage  to  all  persons  having  business  with 
the  office,  as  well  as  to  the  public  service.  After  this  desirable  end 
should  have  been  attained,  the  office  could  have  stood  a  reduction  of 
irom  fifteen  to  eighteen  men,  and  still,  by  a  systematic  effort  and  per- 
severing industry,  have  prevented  an  accumulation  of  business. 

But,  instead  of  this,  the  office  was  compelled,  on  the  10th  day  of 
October  instant,  to  make  a  reduction  of  forty  clerks  and  employ<is,  (from  an 
aggregate  of  173,)  leaving  the  force  entirely  inadequate  to  the  discharge 
of  thecurrentbusinessof  theBureau. ..  This  reduction  has  been  distributed 
among*,  the  various  divisionsibefore^i:ed.uced.^bx^detail  to  the  pension 
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division  to  the  minimam  force  with  which  they  conld  keep   up 
work. 

As  a  necessary  consequence,  the  force  of  each  division  is  iaade<^ 
and  the  public  service  and  private  rights  both  suffer. 

It  requires  no  argument  to  demonstrate  the  great  advantage  and 
economy,  both  from  a  public  and  private  point  of  view,  of  conda< 
the  public  service  upon  those  well-recognized  principles  of  thorc 
ness  and  dispatch  so  essential  to  the  success  of  all  branches  of  pri 
business. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  you  recommend  an  increase  in  the  for 
this  office  which  shall  give  it  the  service  of  at  least  150  clerks  and 
ploy£s. 

Bespectfully, 

HOEAOfi  AUSTIK, 

'  AudiU 
The  Hon.  Lot  M.  Mobbill. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


RBPOET  OF  THE  POUBTfl  AUDITOR  OF  THE  TREASUB 


Tbbasubt  Depabtmbnt, 
Fmrih  AudiUn^s  Offioe^  October  21, 187< 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  tabular  statemei 
which  give  an  adequate  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  work  perfom 
in  this  office  during  the  year  endmg  June  30, 1876 : 

Statemtnt  of  accounts,  incUding  mariiie,  received  and  settled  in  the  paymoitw^e  division  J 
July  1, 1875,  to  June  30, 1876,  with  the  amount  of  cash  disbursed  in  those  seUled,  and 
number  of  letters  reoeited  and  written  in  retaiHon  to  ike  same^  Otorge  L.  Clark,  in  char, 


DUo. 


Jnly 

Aofust.... 
Saptombw 
Oolober ... 
KoTember. 
Deocmber. 


1875. 


jAonary.. 
Febniarj. 
Uutli.... 

April 

Miy 

Jane 


1870. 


TotiA. 


AccounU 
rooeired. 


••i*" 


55 
49 
35 
33 
45 
33 

46 
46 
S8 
40 
41 
15 


AoconoU 
settled. 


405 


40 
38 
49 
33 
40 
43 

41 
41 
47 
90 
49 
33 


405 


Lettert 
recelveA 


139 
195 
115 
133 
135 
194 

159 
157 
130 
136 
161 
109 


1,601 


Letters 
written. 


195 
831 
168 
145 
181 
119 

IflO 
199 
145 
140 
179 
148 


9,071 


CmIi  dltbai 
meou. 


1610, 47j 
934. 9H 

1,518.3V!3 
749,4^ 
094.341 

1,499,40« 

1.581, 99(1 

1, 357, 4(W 

1.5«9,LV» 

838, 0> 

1.301.  ttlU 
1, 19fl,  915 


13,901.»W 


Number  of  unsettled  accounts  on  hand  July  1, 1875, 15;  namber  < 
unsettled  accounts  on  hand  June  30, 1870, 15 ;  number  of  cash  voachei 
examined,  exclusive  of  pay  and  mechanics'  rolls,  bills  of  exchange^  &o 
9,G84 ;  number  of  accounts  prepared  for  suit  ana  sent  throagh  the  Se< 
ond  Comptroller,  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  34. 
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Statement  of  the  amounts  paid  by  the  navy -agents  for  allotments 
daring  the  year  1875 : 

New  York $64,574  63 

Philadelphia 37.798  50 

Boston : 35,849  75 

Washington 23,103  00 

Baltimore 15,058  00 

POTtaaionth 5,966  00 

San  Francisco 3,369  00 

Total 185,718  88 

Acooants  remaining  on  hand  June  30, 1876, 628 ;  nnmber  of  vouchers 
examined,  20,806. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

• 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876.  there  were  221  pension- 
agents'  accounts  received ;  224  accounts  settled,  involving  an  ezpendi- 
tore  of  $495,904.67.  Also,  there  were  806  letters  received,  469  letters 
written,  and  11,735  vouchers  examined.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the 
names  and  record  of  3,890  pensioners  were  transferred  from  the  pension- 
roll  to  new  books,  embracing  a  period  of  over  14  years,  commencing 
March  4, 1876,  to  December  4, 1890,  inclusive.  Accounts  remaining  on 
hand  June  30,  1876,  80. 

•  •••••• 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  statements  that  in  the  pay- 
master's division  there  were  settled  465  accounts,  involving 
$13,901,590.18 ;  in  the  navy  pay-agent's  division,  209  accounts,  involving 
•19,507,625.85;  in  the  prize  division,  3,435  accounts,  involving 
$258,068.89;  in  the  navy-pension  division,  224  accounts,  involving 
$495,904.67 ;  and  in  the  general  claims  division,  1,326  accounts,  involv- 
ing $170,821.86. 

Besides  the  settlement  of  the  above-mentioned  accounts,  there  were 
entered  2,149  pay  requisitions,  amounting  to  $23,568,229.37 ;  and  255 
refonding  requisitions,  amounting  to  $4,229,361.95.  There  were  1,092 
allotments  registered,  and  623  discontinued ;  16,160  letters  received, 
and  21,458  written.  Keports  were  made  in  530  pension  and  22  bounty- 
land  cases,  and  upon  12  applications  for  admission  into  the  United 
States  Naval  Asylum. 

During  the  year  there  were  employed  only  44  male  and  6  female 
clerks. 

The  chiefs  of  all  the  sections,  and  Mr.  William  B.  Moore,  the  Deputy 
Auditor,  all  merit  commendation  for  their  respective  ability  and  assidu- 
ity in  the  discbarge  of  their  duties.  To  the  clerks  as  a  whole,  I  must 
give  praise  for  the  amount  of  work  they  have  done,  and  the  correctness 
with  which  it  has  been  performed. 

The  aifairs  of  the  office  are  in  a  gratifying  condition,  and  they  ex- 
emplify the  good  effects  of  clerical  experience  and  clerical  ability  in  the 
transaction  of  public  business,  especially,  as  in  this  case,  when  much  of 
it  is  of  a  complicated  and  difficult  character. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  J.  W.  TABOE, 

Auditor. 

Hon.  Lot  M.  Mobbill, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaenry, 
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REPOET  OP  THE  FIFTH  AUDITOE  OF  THE  TREASUEY. 

Treasury  Defartmekt,  Fifth  Auditor's  Office, 

Waahingtonj  October  31, 1876. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  here^^ith  tabahu*  statements 
shoT^ing  the  operations  of  this  ofSce  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jane  30, 
1876, 

The  namber  of  accounts  received  was  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  eighty-five ;  adjusted  twelve  thousand,  involving  the  examination 
of  two  hundred  twenty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty  vouchers. 
The  number  of  letters  written  was  three  thousand  one  hundred  an<l 
eighty-four.  Amount  involved  in  accounts  seven  hundred  sixteen 
million  twenty-three  thousand  two  hundred  thirty-nine  dollars  and 
thirty-iive  cents. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  MANN, 
Acting  Anaitor. 
Hon.  Lot  M.  Morrill, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury. 


Statement  of  the  expenne  of  all  mieeionB  oJbroadf  for  edlariea  contingeiicie$t  and  Iom  (y 
exchange,  from  the  1st  of  July,  1875,  to  the  dQihofJune,  187G,  OM  $hawn  by  acconnta  adJMsttd 
in  this  office. 


Ko. 


9 

3 

4 
S 


II 

7 


8 
V 


10 


MlKlon. 


Salary. 


AROENTIKE  REPUBUC. 

T. 0. Oiboni,  mlniiter |    97,500  00 

1^ "' 

AUSTRIA.  i 

0.fl.OrthJatominiater 10,912  09 

B.  P.  Beale,  minister 969  UO 

J.  F.  Delaplalne,  charg6 S,C09  19 

J.  F.  D^laplaino.  secrotnry  of  legation i  1,80000 


16,304  S8 


BELGIUM. 


J.  R  Jonefl,  late  mloliier, 
A.  P.  MerrlU,  mlnlitor . . . 


800  78 
3,111  36 


4,006  06 


BRAZn.. 

J.  R.  Partrldce.  minister |    11,673  91 

WUllaai  A.  Parriogton,  lecrvtary  of  Irgatlon ;      1, 800  00 


13.473  91 


Contingen- 

clet. 


BOLIVIA.  j  I 

R. M. R^ynoldM. mlnUt«r '      7,500  00  , 

CKKTRAL  AMERICA. 


12 


C.  A.  Logan,  mlnttter -    10,000  flO 


$910  84 


956  38 


101  56 


1,050  96 


«9  89 
963  06 


S93  85 


iM6  70 


946  79 


400  00 


LoMbyei' 
cbanga. 


n  .  Qeor^e  wmiatiiion.  mlnUti>r |    10,000  00,         96175 

CHIIJ.  j 


404  00 


245  33 


Total. 


t7,710  if4 


17.3C1  54 


4,300  93 


13;  720  70 

7,900  00 

10,961  75 

10.  C4  1.11 


BEPORT  OF  THE  SECRETABT  OF  THE  TBEASURT.    297 


Siatemmi  nf  ikt  es^fetuet  tffdU  miaitnu  abroad^  ^.^Continned.    # 


No. 

Salary. 

• 

Contiagem* 
del. 

I^byex- 
ehaofe^ 

1 
TotaL 

1.1 

CRUIA. 

Q.  P.  fiewarj.  minister 

IS,  ear  00 

18133 
8,813.90. 

1 

$3^358  04 

$6909 

14 

4.  F.  }mr*ard.  ebtfrt ..................a 

15 

S.  W.  WUlluBg,  McreUry  of  legation  wid  inter* 
preler. 

DIKKARX. 

IL  J.  Cramer,  minlfter .'. 

COLOMBIA. 

5,630  83 

3,958  94 

69  09 

1^97179 

16 

7,5dboo 

600  00 

158  91 

6^158  91 

17 

7,500  00 

1.039  10 

.•••••••. •*• 

8^539  10 

'SCOADOC 

C-  W Qllweber.  minilter 

18 

6^175  S7 

136.88 

33  14 

6.345  39 

nUNCE. 
CRWaiblmnie.  minilter 

19 

17,500  00 
1,165  41 
S;6»00 
9;  000  00 

9;  967  55 

12  69 
997 

au 

21 

22l 

R.B.HiU,cluurgA 

]LR.Hltij  ^efl^turror  iecatlon 

Q.  WaahlHirDe.  Mcnrtarr  of  leeation             .«.««« 

onxAii  KMrmi. 
•f- C- B.  Davlfc  BinltCer 

23,300  41 

9,967  55 

SI  96 

S<^379  99 

S3 

17,500  00 
1,917  39 
S,  ess  00 
9,000  00 

3,515  59 

■••Aaaaa.«.a 

a« 

N.Ftsh, i.ii«>y«..,,  ,; ,    .  .i.x.liiii.ia. .".!.. 

ss 

N.  Fieti,  aeemtary  of  iegiuioo 

sc 

OSIAT  BRITAIN. 
^  r-  fV^kfOfkt  late  minliter 

23,349  30 

3,515  SO 

26.857  08 

27 

16,960  93 

9;  737  85 

E.  PiMm|iMnt,  minieter 

w.  H^tnnan,  fhart6 

3,064  05 
1,759  69 

699  59 

1 

93.689  90 

3.437  37 

97,130  27 

21 

ORtXCB. 
J.  U.  Read,  miaifter 

7.500  00 

500  00 

8,000  00 

i                             RAWAnilf  ISLAKDfl. 
23  '  H.  A.PAlfrt.  mlnJitiir ........  - ...........^r. 

7.S00  00 

£95  44 

7.795  44 

33 

HATTI. 

7,500  00 

379  95 

7,879  95 

34 

33 
36 

ITALT.   ' 
o.  P. llanb.  minieter r 

12,000  00 

084  77 

1,800  00 

690  00 

O.  W.  Wnrti.  ctiara6 

Or  W.  WnrtA.  eenvtarr  of  l^vfttion ■■■.. 

JAP  AH. 

J-  A,  BWifbam.  minliter  ■■ •■■. 

14.484  77 

650  00 

18LU4  77 

37 

12,000  00 
2,500  00 
9. 000  00 

6^016  25 

M 

I>.  W.  flfjiv«me  mt^ifmttMvw  nf  \mmmlUin .............. 

33 

ft  Thnmnifin   lntiirmiit#F 

UBKUA. 
J. U. Turner,  mtniiter ..........i-. 

17.000  00 

6,016  95 

23,016  95 

40 

4.000  00 

969  93 

5  61 

4,987  84 
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^    StaUmmi  of  the  esQMiiM9  af  all  MiMioiM  abroad,  ^tk^Contiiined. 


Ka 

MInloiL 

Salary. 

ContlBg«]i- 
clei. 

Loss  by  ex- 

Total 

41 

MEXICO. 

J. w, Fofttf.  miolitor •... 

$19,000  00 
1,800  00 

|a^ll9  96 

48 

D. Ift Rkhnrdion.  Mcr^ttin'  of  iMftthn. ........... 

VSTHIRLANDS. 
CT. OoriiBia.  Ifttt  ttlnifttr 

13,800  00 

9^119  95 

$iS^y}9  95 

43 

754  08 

16  50 

44 

V.  B.  StoekbrldMi  mlnliter • 

PARAOUAT  AND  VRVaUAT. 
J.  C.  Caldwell,  mlnltitr ..^x. 

754  08 

16  50 

770  58 

45 

pnu. 

8,46154 

916  31 

$74  80 

8,739  35 

RVSSU. 

• 

n.  n,  BaImt.  nlDiftw..  ..•.«. 

47 

17,500  00 

570  85 

1,136  93 

9; 539  97 
853  81 

48 

Ea|r«  SflhttyMr,  ohv:g€.. ••■...•• 

49 

£iig.Sobii7l«r,ieeret«r7of  leffatfoa..% 

iPAiir. 

19.907  57 

9^793  78 

99^00135 

50 

18.000  00 
1.800  00 

4,808  97 
83  64 

998  39 

98  73 

51 

A.  A.  Adee.  Mcretary  of  leffttlon 

fWKOIlf. 
C  0.  Attdmri.  minlatir 

131800  00 

4.976  51 

1,09118 

19,867  63 

fia 

7.500  00 

567  34 

950  30 

6,317  64 

fWRZIRLAllD. 
H.  Rnblw.  nlnlitur 

53 

7,500  00 

469  98 

7.9(9  98 

TURXXT. 
H.  MajflirdfiDliiIflar....... ••••• 



54 

7,500  00 

948  61 

3,000  00 

3,079  36 

55 

J.  H.  (}oodMiow.  ebtfrt .' 

60 

A.  A.  Q«rsitUo.  taton>r«tor 

VINIZUILA. 

T.RuielL  mtiiltter .....•••..••• 

10.749  81 

3,079  38 

13,89819 

57 

7.500  00 

396  40 

7,896  40 

UlflTID  STATES  DISPATCH  AOXIIT.  LONDOIT. 
B.F.  StOTMM ..••• 

SB 

9.000  00 

19.983  89 

14,963  88 

UNITXD  STATES  DISPATCH  AGENT,  HAMBURGH. 

fi.  BobbMoo 

59 

750  00 

••• ^^ •••*••■ 

750  00 

Ofmnd  total. 

315,919  14 

54,094  06 

1,968  19 
805  28 

371, 975  39 

UNITED  STATES  BANKERS,  LONDON. 
Morton.  Rom  &Oo .•.......•.....•.••.••... 

m 

309,474  SO 

REMARKS. 

8.  iDclailyo  of  salary  dnrlBf  transit  borne. 

6.  Salary  for  trantit  booM. 

8.  Abeant  from  bla  post  dorlBff  tan  days  wtth«ot  salary. 
13.  Accoanta  Incompleta. 
15.  AeeoQBtf  for  two  qnarters  not  recelTodL 
18.  Salary  from  October  4, 1875,  bebif  InehulTf  Of  tnmstt  to  pott 
97  IncIawTe  of  salary  for  pivate  amaaoenslai 
37.  Rant  of  conrt-houie  and  jail  Inelndad  In  eontUifent  aoconnt 

44.  No  accoanta  recfflved. 

45.  No  aoconnts  reeelTed. 

46.  Last  quarter  of  flieal  year  not  reealTed 

00.  Telegraph  acoonnt  ladnded  in  eontlngenciea. 
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SUUemekt  of  amounU  paid  for  enffravinff  and  prinUng  Btamps  and  for  stamp-paper,  ^c, 

far  Ike  fi9cdl  year  ended  June  30, 1876. 

To  the  ContiDcntal  Bank  Note  Company .' $111,782  56 

To  the  American  Bank  Note  Company 106,990  96 

To  the  National  Bank  Note  Company 89,226  53 

ToJamesM^WlUooxd^Co 81,538  12 

To  Joseph  B.  Carpenter...., 35,900  17 

To  the  Bnreaa  of  Bngraving  and  Printing ^ 32,395  35 

To  John  J.  Crooke .^ 4,521  03 

To  the  American  Phototype  Company 1,928  ^S3 

To  A.  Tiochalor ' 217  58 

463,901  12 

Statement  of  amounU  paid  for  the  redemption  of  inlemal-rerenue  etampe  during  ike  fiscal 

ffear  ended  Jane  30,  li^6. 

For  stamps  returned  ..• $21,457  74 

For  stamps  destroyed .•^.. 590  76 

22,048  50 

SUUemeniof  accounts  qf  the  Commiseioner  of  Internal  Rexenmfar  iniernal-recenne  etampa 
for  dkiUled  epirUe  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1876. 

Dr. 

To  amount  of  stamps  in  hands  of  Commissioner  Jnne  30, 1875 $10, 377, 541  00 

To  amonnt  of  stamps  reoeived  from  printers 64,591,160  00 

To  amonnt  of  stamps  received  for  redemption 493  90 

To  amount  of  stamps  retamed  by  collectors • 3,142,533  50 

87,111,788  40 

Ciu 

By  amonnt  of  stamps  sent  to  collectors 64,842,160  00 

By  amonnt  of  stamps  destroyed 279,617  40 

By  amount  of  stamps  on  band  Jnno  30, 1876 21,996,951  00 

87,111,728  40 

Siaifmeni  of  accounts  of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Uevenuo  for  iutcmal-rceenue  stamps 
for  tobacoOf  snuff,  and  ciffors,  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876. 

«  Db. 

To  amonnt  stamps  in  hands  of  Commissioner  June  30, 1875 ,^^t  ^^  ^ 

To  amount  stimps  received  from  printers • 31^165,146  77 

To  amount  stamps  returned  by  collectors ;^190  71 

To  amount  stamps  returned  for  exchange 835  42 

To  amount  stamps  returned  for  redemption 797  16 

40,178,606  88 

Ck.  ^ 

By  amonnt  stamps  sent  tocollectora. ^ 39,294,974  77 

By  amount  sl^ps  destroyed 874,560  59 

By  amount  staajps  on  hancj,  June  30, 1876 » ^ 8,973  52 

40,178«508  8o 

Saiemcnt  of  accounts  of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Betenue  fesr  inierniiA»rt»tfnu/e  spenAal- 

tax  et^mps  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1876. 

Dr. 

To  amount  of  stamps  in  hands  of  Commissioner  Juno  30, 1875 $4, 296, 320  00 

To  amount  of  stamps  received  from  printers 10,574,750  00 

To  amount  of  stamps  returned  by  collectors 566,300  00 

15,437,370  00 
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Ob. 

By  amount  stampBBent  to  ooUeoton (10, 156. 800 

By  amount  stamps  destroyed .' It303, 160 

^  amonnt  stamps  on  hand  Jane  30, 1876 , 3,977.410 


^ 


15,437,370  I 
i Statement  of  stamp^entt^  aecounte  adjuMted  diuring  iheflaoal  year  endei  JunadO,  187< 

Nambsr 3i 

Amount  in\rolved $5,790,330  t 

Statemettt  of  accounte  of  the  CommiaeUmer  of  Internal  Revenue  for  intemaUrevenue  heei 

etampe  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1876. 

Dk. 

To  amonnt  stamps  in  bands  of  Commissioner  Juno  30, 1875 $1 ,  130  0 

To  amount  stamps  received  from^  printers 9,970,410  O 

To  amount  stamps  retorned  by  coUeotors 96,875  21 

To  amount  stamps  retuniod  for  redemption 719  4 

10, 069, 134  7'! 

m       ■ 

Cr. 

By  amount  stamps  sent  to oollectors ^ 9,970,410  OC 

By  amount  stamps  destroyed 97,544  7C 

By  amonnt  stamps  on  hand  June  30, 1876..,, '. 1,180  04 

10, 069, 134  74 

Statement  of  aoooanU  of  the  Commieeioner  of  internal  Revenue  for  intemal-revenne  documen- 
tary and  proprietary  Btampe  for  the  fecal  year  ended  Jane  30, 1676. 

Dr. 

To  amount  stamps  received  Trom  printers $6,464,722  51 

To  amonnt  stamps  returned  by  agents 27,974  19 

To  amount  stamps  returned  for  redemption • 14,391  7ii 

To  amonnt  stamps  withheld  in  exchange.  •• 66 


6,507,089  28 


Cr, 


By  amonnt  cash  deposited  with  United  States  Treasurer 2, 822, 168  20 

By  amonnt  allowed  as  commissions 165,322  82 

By  amount  stamps  sent  to  agents 3,429,147  28 

By  amount  stamps  destroyed 80,741  26 

By  amount  stamps  allowed  on  affidavits  of  loss 708  48 

By  amount  stamps  on  hand  June  30, 1876..., 1  24 

6,607,080  28 

Statement  ef  accounie  of  th/e   Commiee\ee{oner  ef  Internal  Revenue  for  intemalrewne 
etaa^edfoil  icrapperefor  tobacco  for  the  fecal  year  ended  June  30, 1876. 

Dr. 
To  amount  wrappers  received  from  printers 1527,845  60 

Cr,  ^" 

By  amount  wrappers  sent  to  oollectors ^,645  50 
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Statement  thomng  the  amount  paid  for  edlariee  in  the  Office  of  the  Commiseioner  of 
Jntemal  Berenue ;  also  aalariea  and  eipeneee  qf  eupermsors,  agents^  and  surveifors  ef  dU* 
tXflain^fue  and  expenses  of  gangers,  miscellaneous  eamenseSt  counsel-fees,  4^c,,  and  taxes 
erroneously  assessed  and  collected  refunded  during  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876. 


Snp^iriaon. 


TlioinM  J.  Brady 

G«org*  B.  diamberlln. 

L.M.  Foalk« 

J.  M.  H«dzick 

Laolan  Hawley 

P.  B.  HoBt 

A.  C.  SUtlfcews 

Ferdiaand  Meyer 

P.  W.Perry 

Blmon  T.  Powell '. 

P.  D.  Sewall 

A.  P.  Tattoo 


Salary. 


13,000  00 
8,078  82 
3,000  00 
2,678  57 
S.  497  95 
3,000  00 
3,000  00 
3,000  00 
750  00 


3.000  00 
3,785  71 


28,790  35 


Expeiuef. 


•2,382  66 
1,661  03 
1,753  68 
1.643  01 
9.883  80 
3,536  61 
3, 486  74 
3,346  40 
1,928  96 
900  60 
3.633  64 
3;  814  33 


96^909  85 


To  thfai  amoont  Add  lUtloaery  lUmlilied  flnperrlaon. 


Total 


Clerk-hire. 


11,849  89 
1,847  75 
3,759  41 

693  40 
3,965  44 
3,171  40 
3,840  95 
2,823  30 

773  63 


9,896  70 
3,139  91 


34, 171  78 


Famitnre. 


$150  00 

300  25 

10  00 


460  85 


Rent. 


1425  00 
239  27 
205  00 
83  40 
518  69 
375  00 


675  00 


118  50 
110  00 


3,743  86 


Total. 


$7.807  55 
6. 127  13 
8.798  09 
o.  U9s  3b 
9.883  58 
9.083  01 
8.667  69 
8,844  70 
3,069S9 
200  60 

16^643  84 
8^839  94 


98;  316  08 
9S7  86 


93,333  95 


Becenue  agente. 


Name. 


-^r 


J.N.BeMk 

Jamea  T.  Bryer 

Cliartot  P.  Brown. . . 

A.H.  Brooka 

A.  IL  Crane 

Myron  Coloney 

A.  a  Clark 

John  W.  Gregory. . . 
WnUam  A.  Gavett.. 

O.  X.  flonoa 

F.  8.B1U 

John  T.  Hogne 

Bamnel  K.  Johnson. 

T.  J.  Xhuey 

JetephT.  Long 

Edward  LlTtngaton . 

J.  H.  Manley 

John  MlteheU 

John  B.  MUler 

Edward  McLeer.... 

J.  a  Napier 

A.  Nance 

Jasper  Packard 

EoiMiRof«»rB 

FMderkk  Banner . . . 

Jf.  J.  Roee 

A.lf.C.  Smith...., 

J.  E,  Simpion 

WttUam  somerviUe . 
J.  H.  Tompkins  .... 

O.  P.  Upbam 

Jamea  C.  Wheeler.  < 

Jaeob  Wagner 

T.UWltooz 

Hamar  T.  Yaryan.. 


To  this  aaoant  add  stationery  fhmlsbad  rerenne  agenti. 
ToUl 


Salary. 


$1,048  00 

924  00 

8;  518  00 

3,480  00 

3,480  00 

1,896  00 

3,009  00 

95  00 

2,464  00 

3,055  85 

1,860  00 

808  00 

130  00 

732  00 

1,817  00 

3,191  00 

2,432  00 

3,494  06 

2,196  00 

9,504  00 

45  00 

955  00 

769  00 

9,504  00 

1,122  00 

708  00 

$40  00 

8,504  00 

799  00 

1,566  00 

310  00 

8,177  00 

1,999  00 

156  00 

3,768  00 


Ezpensei. 


$653  96 
594  35 

1,652  13 
828  09 

2,019  77 

885  77 
1,679  89 

124  97 
1,835  79 

886  97 
908  90 
110  00 

1  58 
609  06 
993  34 

1,219  48 
973  65 
65121 

1,743  08 

499  85 

53  25 

254  72 

309  16 

1,796  43 
558  82 
666  50 
583,22 

1,553  49 
825  29 
683  45 
166  95 

1,896  99 

9,533  83 
187  85 
929  10 


53,944  91   31,888  46 


Total 


$1,901  96 
1,518  35 
4. 164  13 
3,308  00 
4.499  77 
2.781  77 
3,681  89 

219  97 
4,999  79 
9.94812 
8;  708  90 

318  00 

13153 
1,34106 
9,810  34 
3,410  48 
3,405  65 
3,145  87 
3.941  08 
e,  963  85 
98  85 

509  78 
1,065  16 
4,300  43 
1.680  83 
1,374  50 
1,363  32 
4,067  49 
1.634  99 
1^948  45 

376  95 
4,073  99 
4,531  83 

983  95 
4,687  10 


85,833  37 
44  99 

85^878  36 


• 
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Survejfort  of  disUUmcs. 

Salaries f2»324  50 

Expeuoes 5,7;S0  73 

8,065  23 
Fees  and  tzptnHB  of  gaugen. 

Fees $768,668  27 

Traveling  expenses 50,984  85 

Total 819,673  12 

Salaries  of  office  of  CommieeioHer  of  luternal  Revenue, 
Salary..: , , 1322,735  01 

Miscollaueoas  expenses : 

Salary $11,721  25 

Traveling  osiieuses 2,544  59 

Expenses 49,129  06 

Telegrams 2,954  03 

Kent 6,500  00 

Stationery 25,005  44 

Expressage 70,807  07 

— 168,061  41 

Counsel  fees  and  expeusesj  and  rewards : 

Fees  and  expenses 13,687  61 

Kewards ; 24,879  85 

38,567  46 

Total   529,963  91 

Taxes  enoneouely  aeeeteed  and  ooUecied, 
Amount t70bl,263  75 

Statement  of  fines  y  yenaliUs^  and  forfeitures. 

Balance  on  deposit  to  credit  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  per  last  re- 
port     $87,547  91 

Amount  deposited 34,578  90 

122, 126  84 
Amount  disbursed 69,589  18 

Balance  on  deposit  to  credit  Secretary  of  Treasnryi  July  1, 1676. 52, 537  GO 

Moneys  rrfnnded  on  lands  sold  for  taxes. 

Tennessee , $4,i98  97 

Virginia 3,725  00 

Arl^nsas 3,060  00 

10,913  97 

Monejfs  iUegalty  oolleoted  in  insnrreoUonarjf  distrids  rtfnnded  daring  the  fiscal  foar  ended 

June  30, 1876. 

Amount  refunded • $57  06 

Statement  of  dlsbursemsHts  of  South  Carolina  free-schooUfund  commissioner  for  soZoriet  of 

teachers,  repairs  qf  schooUhouseSf  fe,    . 

Amount  disbursed $5*432  06 

Monejfs  nfundsd  under  private  act  of  Congress. 
Hibben&Co ., 3,912  10 

Moneys  rtfunded,  tax  on  spirits  destroyed  hyfire. 
Amount 2,660  3^t 

Statement  of  certificates  reuived  and  alUneed  for  drawhaeks  on  merdiandise  exported,  far  the 

fieeaX  year  ended  June  30, 1876. 

Number  of  oertiflcatos  received  and  allowed 4(M\ 

Amount  allowed $38,249  67 
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KEPORT  OF  TUB  SIXTH  AUDITOR  OF  THE  TREASURY. 
Office  of  the  Audixob  of  the  Tbeasuby 

FOR  THE  PoST-OFFICE  DEPARTMENT, 

October  23, 187G. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  the  business 
oiierations  of  this  office  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876.  My 
annual  report  to  the  Postmaster-General,  now  in  course  of  preparation, 
will  exhibit  in  detail  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Post-Office  Depart- 
ment during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

A  comparison  of  the  tables  of  the  present  report  with  those  contained 
in  the  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Juno  30, 1875,  will  show  a  large 
increase  of  business  in  each  division. 

EXAMlNINa  DIVISION— BENJAMIN  LIPPINCOTT,  CHIEF  OF  D1VI8I0N. 

This  division  receives  and  audits  the  quarterly  accounts-current  of  all 
post-offices  in  the  United  States.  It  is  divided  into  four  subdivisions, 
viz:  the  opening-room,  the  stamp-rooms,  the  examining  corps  proper, 
and  the  error-rooms. 

1.  Hie  opening-room :  All  returns,  as  soon  as  received,  are  opened, 
and,  if  found  in  order  according  to  regulations,  are  entered  on  the  regis- 
ter, carefully  folded  and  tied,  and  then  forwarded  to  the  stamp-rooms. 

The  number  of  quarterly  accounts-current  received  during  each  quar- 
ter of  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876,  was  as  follows : 

Third  quarter,  1875../ 3(3,6*i;i 

Fourth  quarter,  1675 X>,82l 

First  quarter,  1S76 a^QlJ 

Beoond  quarter,  1876 yG,384 

ToUl 114,751 

Increase  over  last  fiscal,  5,675. 

1!.  The  stamp-rooms :  The  quarterly  returns  received  from  the  open- 
ing-room are  divided  alphabetically  among  ten  stami>-clerks,  whose 
duties  consist  in  comparing  the  stamp-statements  of  the  postmasters  in 
the  accounts-current  with  their  own  books  and  the  returns  made  to 
them  from  the  stamp  division  of  the  finance  office,  whence  stamp-orders 
are  issued  and  receipts  for* the  same  received  and  forwarded  to  the 
stamp-clerk.  The  returns  thus  approved  or  corrected  are  passed  to  the 
examiners.  All  accounts  from  offices  of  the  first  and  second  classes  are 
passed  through  the  various  subdivisions  of  the  office  in  advance  of  other 
returns,  so  that  they  may  reach  the  chief  of  division  and  his  assistants 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

The  number  of  accounts  examined  and  settled  by  the  stamx)clerks  for 
each  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year  was  as  follows : 

Third  quarter,  1875 35,525 

Fourth  quarter,  1875 :J5,e587 

First  quarter,  1876 35,6611 

Second  quarter,  1876 36,006 

Total ^,..-  142,887 

Increase  over  last  fiscal  year,  6,204. 

3.  The  examining  corps  proper  is  composed  of  fifteen  clerks,  among 

20  Ab 
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whom  the  returns  received  from  the  stamp-rooms  are  divided  by  sections, 
each  comi)ri8iDg  several  States  or  parts  of  States. 

The  averap^e  number  to  each  section  is  about  2,500.  After  the  exam- 
ination of  the  accounts-current  and  the  stamp-account,  reviewing  aod 
refooting  the  transcript  of  mails  received,  and  examining  all  vouchers 
belonging  to  that  portion  of  the  work,  the  balance  is  drawn  on  all  ac- 
counts of  the  third  and  fourth  classes.  The  returns  thus  examined  and 
completed  are  forwarded  to  the  registering  division  to  be  entered  upon 
its  books. 

The  number  of  accounts  examined  and  sent  to  the  registering  division 
for  the  fiscal  year  was  as  follows : 

Third  quarter,  1675 35,525 

Fourth  quarter,  1875 35,687 

First  quarter,  1876 35,669 

Second  quarter,  1876 36,006 

Total 148,887 

Increase  over  last  fiscal  year,  6,204. 

4.  The  error'Tooms  contain  five  clerks,  who  review  and  re-examine  the 
error-accounts  received  from  the  registering  division,  and  forward  to 
each  postmaster  a  copy  of  his  account  as  stated  by  him,  and  as  audited 
and  corrected  by  the  office. 

The  number  of  accounts  corrected  and  copied  during  the  fiscal  year 
was  as  follows : 

Third  quarter,  1875 4,276 

Fourth  quarter,  1875 4,100 

First  quarter,  1876 4,268 

Seooud  quarter,  1876 3,994 

Total 16,638 

I 

Each  subdivision  reports  weekly  to  the  chief  of  division,  and  monthly 
through  that  officer  to  the  deputy  auditor,  the  progress  of  the  work,  so 
that  the  exact  amount  of  labor  performed  by  each  clerk  is  clearly  ascer- 
tained. 

All  vouchers  relative  to  allowances  made  by  the  Post-Office  Depart- 
ment for  clerk-hire,  lights,  fbel,  rent,  stationery,  &c.,  at  post-offices  of 
the  first  and  second  classes,  are  forwarded  at  the  commencement  of  each 
quarter  to  the  chief  of  division  and  his  assistants  for  examination.  A 
statement  is  then  prepared,  showing  the  vouchers  received,  the  amount 
allowed,  and  the  amount  suspended,  when  found  to  be  in  excess  of  the 
allowanoe. 

On  receipt  of  the  returns  from  the  examiners,  these  accounts  are  re- 
viewed, and  the  amount  allowable  added,  and  the  balance  drawn  by  the 
chief  of  division. . 

The  number  of  post-offices  of  the  first  and  second  classes  which  have 
received  allowances  for  clerk-hire,  rent,  &c.,  was  363. 

The  number  of  offices  of  the  second  class  having  an  allowance  for 
clerk-hire  only  was  247. 

The  number  of  offices  having  an  allowance  for  clerk-hire  to  aid  in 
separating  the  mails  (independent  of  the  number  above  stated)  was  625. 

The  number  of  offices  having  an  allowance  for  rent  only  was  6. 

Total  number  of  offices  of  all  classes  receiving  allowances  and  ap- 
proved by  the  chief  of  division,  1,240. 

The  expense-accounts  of  the  offices  of  the  first  and  second  classes 
were  regularly  entered  by  the  chief  of  division  and  his  assistant  on  the 
expense-register,  and  show  quarterly  the  amount  of  vouchers  reooived, 
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amount  allowed,  and  amount  suspended)  copies  of  which  were  forwarded 
to  each  postmaster. 

Attached  to  the  examining  division  is  a  corresponding  clerk,  whose 
dnt^  consists  in  correspdnding  with  postmasters  relative  to  errors  in 
tbeir  aoconnts  current,  and  in  making  day-book  entries,  &o. 

l^e  amount  involved  in  the  settlement  of  the  quarterly  accounts-car- 
rent  of  postmasters  during  the  fiscal  year  was  as  follows : 

Third  quarter,  1875 $6,431,379  89 

FoorUi  qaarter,  1875 6,854,821  11 

First  qatfter,  1876 7,145,283  28 

Second  quarter,  1876 6,701,967*43 

Total 187,133,451  71 

Increase  over  last  year^  $1,473,806.97.  ^ 

The  labors  of  the  examining  division  for  the  last  fiscal  year  have  been 
folly  completed.  All  accounts  received  in  proper  form  have  been  exam- 
ined and  passed  to  the  registering  division.  At  no  period  has  the  work 
been  more  perfect  in  all  its  detailk  Not  only  has  there  been  a  decided 
improvement  in  the  preparation  of  returns  by  postmasters,  particularly 
those  of  the  first  and  second  class  offices,  but  by  judicious  changes  in 
the  office  the  efficiency  of  the  examining  corps  has  been  greaUy  in- 
creased. 

BSGISTEBINa  DIVISION-^OBEPH  B.  VHLL,  OHIEF  OF  BIVISIOK. 

Thirteen  clerks  are  employed  upon  this  division,  who  receive  from  the 
examining  division  the  quarterly  accounts  of  postmasters  of  all  the  post- 
<^cee  in  the  United  States,  r^-examine  and  register  them,  pladuR  each 
item  of  revenue  and  expenditure  under  its  appropriate  head,  add  and 
recapitulate  the  same,  and  exhibit  in  the  register  ending  June  30  of  each 
year  the  total  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876,  the^umber  of  acooants 
registered  and  amounts  involved  therein  were  as  fimows : 

Third qnarter,  1875..! 35,526  $6,431,379  89 

Foarth  quarter,  1875 35,687  6,854,881  11 

Flnt  quarter,  1876 35,669  7,145,283  28 

Second  quarter,  1876 36,006  6,701,967  43 

Total 142,887     27, 133, 451  71 

Inoreafle over  last  year «...«•....      6,204       1,473,806  97 

To  this  division  is  also  assigned  the  duty  of  entering  in  the  change- 
books,  prepared  for  the  purpose,  all  changes  of  postmasters,  establish- 
ment, re-establishment,  discontinuance,  and  change  of  name  of  post- 
offices  reported  from  appointment  office.  The  number  thus  entered 
daring  the  fiscal  year  was  as  follows : 

Third  quarter,  1875 2,306 

Fourth  quarter,  1875 2,459 

FiiBt  auarter,  1876 3,032 

Seoond  quarter,  1876 2,636 

Total _ 10,433 

Decrease  from  last  fiscal  year,  228. 

The  work  of  this  division  is  fhlly  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  offioe- 

BOOK-KEEPma  DrVISIOK— JAMES  T.  SMITH,  CHIEF  OP  DIVISION. 

To  this  division  is  assigned  the  duty  of  keeping  the  ledger-accounts 
of  the  Department,  embracing  those  of  postmasters,  late  postmasters, 
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coutraotors,  late  contractors,  and  those  of  a  general,  special,  and  mis- 
.  ccllaneoos  character. 

Sixteen  clerks  are  employed,  as  follows,  viz :  Ten  book-keepers  of  post- 
masters' accounts ;  three  book-keepers  of  contractors'  accounts ;  one  clerk 
iu  charge  of  cash-book,  warrapt-register,  and  ledger  of  warrants  aud 
deposits ;  one  assistant  chief,  who  is  also  disbursing-derk,  in  charge  of 
stamp-journal,  transfer-journal,  and  deposit-book;  he  also  makes  all 
entries  in  the  day-books  based  on  reports  signed  by  the  Auditor,  and 
performs  other  miscellaneous  duties.  The  chief  of  the  division  has  gen- 
eral supervision,  and  also  keeps  the  accounts  with  the  several  appropri- 
ations, receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Department,  Treasurer  of  tbe 
United  States,  Executive  Departments  for  official  stamps,  foreign  gov- 
ernments, special  agents,  consuls  acting  as  foreign  mail-agents,  &c.,  and 
prepares  and  records  all  requisitions  ou  the  Treasury  for  the  service  of 
the  Post-Office  Department. 

The  auxiliary  books  from  which  postings  are  made  quarterly  are  as 
follows :  Thirteen  registers  of  postmasters'  quarterly  returns,  43  pay- 
books,  (contractors'  accounts,)  10  journals,  1  register  of  warrants,  3 
registers  of  Postmaster-General's  drafts,  1  stamp-journal,  1  cash-book, 
1  deposit-book,  1  register  of  Auditor's  drafts,  1  transfer-journal,  1  money- 
order  transfer-book,  12  registers  of  mail-messenger  and  special  mail- 
service  accounts,  1  route  and  other  agents'  book,  1  letter-carriers'  book, 
1  special  agents'  fare-book,  12  reports  of  transportation,  collections,  fines, 
and  deductions ;  total,  103  books. 

Postmasters'  accounts  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  classes,  and  all 
contractors'  accounts,  are  balanced  quarterly ;  all  others  at  the  dose  of 
the  fiscal  year. 

Although  a  new  series  of  ledgers,  6G  in  number,  have  been  opened 
during  the  year,  the  work  of  the  division  is  fully  up  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  office. 

The  following  tA>ular  statements  show  the  number  of  accounts 
assigned  to  each  book-keeper,  and,  in  part,  the  work  x)erformed  in  tbe 
prei)aration  of  auxiliary  books  in  charge  of  this  division. 

Lodgers  of  mail-contractan^  aocaunia. 


o 
o 

Q 

I 

1 

3 


Statei. 


Maine.  New  Uompihtre,  Vfirniont,  Maisachviettt,  Rhode  Iilaod,  Con* 
necticut,  Kew  York,  New  Jemey,  PenniilyTania,  Delaware,  Weti 
Vlrglola,  and  Vlrftnla 

Marrliud,  North  Carolina.  Sontb  Carolina,  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama, 
MualMlppi,  Lottidana,  Texas,  Arkaniiae,  Tenneiiee,minoii.  Indiana, 
HodWiecoDsin 

Ohio,  Kaniaa,  Michigan,  Kentncky,  Iowa,  Miiwoari,  Minneioia,  Califor- 
nia, Oregon,  Nebraska,  Ne^'ada,  and  the  Torritorlei 


Total 


Incroaae  over  lait  fltcal  year . 
Decreaie  tnaa  laat  flecafyear 


If 


i 


1 

8 

m 

0 


4       1.963 


4 
4 


IS 


2,226 
2.053 


6,900 


133 


8 


2,173 

3,636 
2.700 


7,499 


4,073 


a.  417 
a,  1*J:2 


•«,9»U 


S7,U>1 


*  Tbif  item  thowa  the  nomber  of  aooonnta  JonnaUsed  after  Jnly  1,  lb7S,  for  ttte  lecond  qnartcr  1673. 
Poftlngi  are  now  made  dhrectly  tnux  the  traniportatlon^iheeti^  bound  in  book-form. 
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Led{fer»  of  postauutert^  acoounta. 


.A 

8 


2 

3 
4 
5 

n 

7 

8 

9 

10 


SUtei. 


I 


I 


s 


8 


Itoimt  New  Haajtihire,  Vermont,  Maoaehmetti,  Cooneetieiit,  Sbode  Idaiid, 


and  MlniMlppI . 

Kew  York  sad  New  J«rMV 

PcDBiylyiinlaf  DeUnrare,  MaryUmd,  and  DUtrict  of  Gofaxmbla 

Yii^lnia,  West  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina 

AlaMma,  Georgia,  Arkantae,  Tezai^  Looklaaa,  and  Florida 

WmawU  Kentucky,  and  Tennewee 

Ohio  and  Iowa A. 

JadiaBA  and  mixioii 

Michigan,  Wlieonain,  andKaniaa 

C^fifomla,  ]finne•ou^  Nevada,  Nebraska,  Oregon,  Colorado,  and  Territorlei . . . 


Total. 


5 
S 
S 
5 
5 
6 
5 
5 
6 
4 


3,656 
3,495 
3.803 
3,861 
3,693 

3^989 
3,409 
3.580 
3,981 


251 


405 
6S6 
484 
478 


481 
S30 


36,495 


4,431 


Inersafo  orer  last  fiscal  year.. 
Decrease  from  last  fiseaiyear. 


10 


379 


2;  467 


Nnmber  of  entries  in  fltampojonnial 4,158 

Nnmber  of  entries  in  day-DOokB • « •* 4,366 

Namber  of  entries  in  deposit-book 5,663 

Namber  of  entries  in  oash-book 4,154 

Nomber  of  entries  in  transfer-Jonmal 7,011 

Total 25,352 

Decrease  from  last  fiscal  year 3,795 

Warrants  issced  by  Postmaster-General,  and  countersigned  by  the  Anditor, 
registered  during  the  fiscal  year • 13,456 

Increase  over  last  fiscal  year •••    1,078 

STATING  DITISION— WILLIAM  H.  GXTITNISON,  OHIEP  OP  DIVISION. 

This  division  bas  charge  of  the  general  postal  acconnts  of  postmas* 
ters,  and  those  of  late  postmasters  nntil  folly  stated.  For  the  first  four 
months  of  the  fiscal  year  thejre  were  sixteen  clerks  employed,  having  an 
average  of  3,749  acconnts  assigned  to  each.  For  the  remaining  eight 
months  there  were  eighteen  clerks,  with  an  average  of  3,332  ac- 
connts each.  One  clerk,  additional,  was  employed  in  keeping  the 
record  of  statements  of  acconnts  received  from  ^<  presidential "  offices 
each  quarter,  in  preparing  circulars  of  instruction  to  postmasters,  and 
in  other  miscellaneons  duties.  The  chief  of  the  division  has  the  general 
supervision  of  the  division,  the  correspondence  on  the  presidential 
accounts  and  on  special  cases  referred  to  him  by  the  Auditor. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  accounts  of  the  postmasters  at 
presidential  offices,  from  which  most  of  the  postal  revenue  is  derived, 
by  stating  them  from  the  earliest  records  made  in  the  office,  by  compar- 
ing the  quarterly  statements  rendered  by  the  postmasters  with  the 
accounts  as  stated  in  this  office,  investigating  the  differences,  and 
notifying  the  postmasters  of  the  results,  for  their  use  in  making  pay- 
ments and  in  rendering  their  statements  for  succeeding  quarters.  By 
this  system  delinquencies  are  promptly  ascertained  and  the  proper  steps 
taken  for  securing  amounts  due  the  United  States  which  have  not  been 
aooannted  for  as  required  by  the  postal  regulations.  These  accounts 
were  also  compared  with  the  ledgers  and  balanced  each  quarter. 

Xbo  same  system  was  applied  to  the  general  postal  accounts  of  post- 
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masters  at  offices  of  the  fourth  class,  when  they  showed  important  d< 
balances,  stated  from  the  ledgers  each  quarter,  or  when  collection  ord 
were  receive4  from  the  pay  division,  which  showed  that  the  postmast 
had  not  paid  amounts  due  the  United  States  on  demand  of  the  c 
tractors. 

The  total  of  the  balances  due  the  United  States  on  statements 
accounts  sent  to  postmasters,  with  special  instructions  requiring  th< 
to  include  the  amounts  in  their  next  payments,  averaged  over  $50,( 
for  each  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year. 

The  items  of  the  remaining  accounts  of  the  fourth  class  were  stat 
each  quarter  as  soon  as  they  could  be  obtained  from  the  ledgers.  T 
accounts  were  also  balanced  with  the  ledgers  to  date  of  Jane  i 
1875,  and  statements  thereof,  with  special  instructions,  reqairin^r  P^ 
ment  of  all  balan<?es  of  $1  or  more,  were  sent  to  the  postmasters  with 
the  ensuing  five  months. 

The  accoants  of  late  postmiM^ters  have  been  revised  monthly,  in  ord 
to  secure  the  earliest  possible  acyustment ;  and  all  such  accounts  hai 
recently  been  stated  to  the  latest  dates  practicable. 

The  number  of  general  accounts  in  charge  of  the  division  for  tl 
fiscal  year  was  59,984,  an  increase  of  1,055  over  the  number  report€ 
for  the  previous  year.  The  force  employed  has  been  barely  sufficient  i 
do  the  work,  which  requires  constant  attention  and  labor,  allowin 
verv  little  time  for  the^thorough  investigation  which  is  desirable. 

The  condition  of  the  work  of  the  division  is  satisfactory.  The  folIoM 
ing  statements  show  the  details : 


Siatmnent  o/tke  number  of  general  po$ial  aceonnii  o/poetwuutere,  iheincrtaeein  M<  number 
and  the  dUuiification  of  (he  offic$e,for  thsjUeal  year  ended  June  30, 1876. 


8UtM  «Bd  TerrttoriM. 


I 


VcrmoBl ...... 

Mamdrautta 


Total 

K«w  Yock  (A  to  Q) 

Total , 

ftaaiylviftla  ( A  to  Q) . . 

Total 


Wlaoooiln.... 
Watt  Vlrfliila 


Total 


North  Carolina 
OoOTRla  ......a 

Dakota 


Total 


MUuMaota. 
Colorado.. 


Total 


PreiUI«Btial  offleea. 


*Deoreaae. 
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SiataMmi  of  the  nnmber  of  general  pMtal  aecounU  ofpoeimatterSf  <f-c. — Continiiecl. 


I 

6 

p 

as 


Presidential  officci. 


States  and  Tcrritoriea. 


Olilo 


I 


Total 


'  10 
10 


8 


10 


11 


19 


13 


14 


15 


FoQTfh  class. 


■"^ 


9  * 


i  S3 


0  -^ 


a 

0 


B     1 
O     I 

w 


o 


Q 


97 


y? 


n 


o 


113 


« I  § 


o 

Cm 


113 


1.934 


1,934 


144 


144 


53 


W 


o 


5 


2.131 


•2. 131 


25 


«.«  fecial 


;2; 


3,S44 


25 


3 


g 


26 


2,244 


lUinois 3 

Delaware U 

District  or  Cclnmbia i    U 


Total 


Mlsionrl 

New  Hampsbirv, 


I    0 
3 


132 
6 
0 

3 
0 
2 

i:m 

6 
2 

138 

5 

140 

0 
0 


Total 


Kantacky , 

PenaayWanla,  (R  to  Z) . . . 


Total 


2 

4 


Ylrglala 

Bbodo  Island. 
CooaeetkQt.. 


Total 


1 
1 
2 


Indiana 

SoothCaroUna I    0 

I 

Total '    5 


ArisooA... 
Iowa 

MiiBtarippl 


0 
9 
0 


45 
14 


59 


1 
G 


46 
23 


69 


0 
0 


2.J 
32 


57 


21 

6 

34 


61 


2 
4 

9 


15 


61 
11 


72 


2 
2 


Total t    9 


riorlda 
T« 


0 
1 
3 


Total 

Mkhinn. 
MaiTlaad 


10 
1 
0 


Total I  11 


New  Jersey  . 
Kebraska.... 

Nevada 

Alaska 

Idako 

K«w  Mexico. 
Utah 


I  Wjromlsg 

16  Total 

New  York,  (U  to  Z) 
OnvM 

17  Total 

Callfbraia 

.  TtTnislana 

Texas 


1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


4 

3 
0 


0 
I 
2 


l-< 


Total  .. 
Total 


3 
71 

la 


92 


0 
4 
3 


28 
37 


65 


0 
0 


I.G43 

94 

4 


1,741 


1,359 
355 


1.714 


977 
763 


1,740 


24 
11 
45 


80 


0 
0 
1 


1.318 
77 

all 


1,706 


6d 
13 


81 


1 
0 


1.351 
475 


1,826 


3 

84 
21 


108 


7 

2 

15 

8 
3 
1 

9 

6 

19 

0 
0 
0 

24 

6 

34 

0 

57 

11 

4 

3 
2 
0 

70 
14 

4 

0 
0 
0 

72 


5     88 


0 

4 
0 


46 
11 
7 
0 
3 
3 
2 
3 
0 

75 


36  ;    tf 

13  I     1 

6  I    0 


0 

47 

3 

15 

9 

0 

0 

0 

« 

0 

3 

1 

3 

0 

3 

3 

3 

9 

86 

1 
1 

0 
0 

1 

0 
0 
0 
0 


37 

1,206 
516 


1,759 


615 
207 
938 


1.760 


1,027 

552 

86 


1,665 


S19 

64 
0 

66 

66 
156 
129 

23 


1.552 


55 


4tf 

17 

6 

1 
A 
0 

71 

1 

612 
712 
265 


24 

5 
28 


57 


II 
0 
0 


U 


.15 

6 

30 


3 
0 
0 


71 


56:1 

316 

781 


1.660 


55  '  '' 
2 
0 


57 


G3 
U 
0 


63 


57 
51 


61 
9 


108 


57 
60 


117 


SS 

13 
ff7 


135 


70 


60 

4 


64 


46 

4 

24 


l,7fil 
9G 
4 


1,861 


1,477 
415 


1,898 


19 
1 
0 


20 


l,tt» 

102 

6 


21  I 
1 


►7 
1 


1,523 
438 


1,094 
897 


1,981 


74 


68 
11 


79 


50 
5 


55 


0 
75 
35 


110 


56 

6 

74 


136 


62 

42 

0 


104 


68 
27 

16 
2 
1 
1 

7 

5 

17 


144 


121 
58 

14 


187 


116 
15 
50 


192 


1 
11 

7 


19 


14 

5 

31 


1,419 

94 

402 


1,915 


1,469 
491 


1,960 


45 
9 


54 


1.122 


•7 
1 


2,007 


1,961 


26 


45 
9 


A 


\ 


23 


►8 


54 


40 

1 

11 


1,443 
105 
447 


40 

1 

19 


52 


31 

36 


67 


38 

1.292 

558 


1,  tXX) 


685 

218 

1.063 


70  1.966 


73 

U 

4 


1,162 

605 

90 


88 


21 
13 
3 
0 
2 
1 
6 
11 
2 


59 


1.857 


GQ8 
569 

63 
2 

69 

68 
169 
145 

42 


1.755 


•2 
12 
18 


28 


44 

90 
47 


111 


24 

0 

*4 


20 


•3 

•1 
3 

•1 
1 
1 
•23 
7 
5 


^27 


1,995 


53 


1.537 
504 


32 
36 


■,2,04l 


41 
1.376 
579 


694 

224 

1,082 


1.932 

619 

94 


655 

564 

92 

2 

72 

71 

17ft 

148 

45 


33 
16 

8 

766 
780 
287 

14 
14 
21 

49 

57 

1.833 

814 
797 
293 


•2 
16 
18 


1,996 


32 


44 
20 
47 


2,000 


111 


24 

0 

•4 


1.945 


20 


*2 

0 
3 
♦1 
2 
1 
*25 
7 
5 


1,841 


•24 


15 
14 
21 


<1.904 


50 


46 
9 

43 


727 
340 
882 


97  .1,949 


26  762 
12  I  346 
50  I    912 


29 
12  ! 

50  I 


88    1.. ..,2. 020 


'36^615 


91 
850 


'D«cr«as«. 


312  PAPBR8  ACCOMPANYING  TH£ 

Nnmbcr  of  general  postal  accounts,  first,  second,  and  tbird  clasees 

Nnmbor  of  general  postal  acconnts,  fonrtb  class 

Wbole  number  of  general  postal  acconnts  for  tbo  fiscal  year 

Increase  in  tbe  nnmber  of  general  x^ostal  acconnts  of  tbe  first,  second, 

and  tbird  classes 

Increase  in  tbe  nnmber  of  general  postal  accounts  of  tbe  fourtb  class 

Increase  in  tbe  wbole  nnmber  during  tbe  fiscal  year 

Siatement  elunvlng  the  number  of  changea  of  offices  and  posimastcra  during  Ihep 

ended  June  30, 167G. 


Qatrter  endlny— 

1 

September  December 
30, 1875.     31, 1875. 

Marcb  31, 
1870. 

Jane  30,  < 
ie7d.     « 

■ 

OIReefl  extabllilMd 

435 
107 
287 
038 

1,791 

277 
100 
999 
191 
1,833 

3ei 

130 

339 

186 

,940 

441 

Offiect  re'MtAblisbed. ....••..•...• 

i:t8 

OfKeet  tlijieoiitlnticil 

isn 

New  bondt  of  poiimattwi 

'J»Ct 

M itcellaneoui  chaDffci  of  DoitmMten • 

1,727 

TotAl  nviab^^r  of  cbaom • 

S,9S6 

2,093 

3,253 

2, 943 

Decnaie  In  tbe  number  of  cbangM  from  prevlcni 
year ..•.•■• ^.... 

*        •■...••••••••....••.••••«»•••.. ..••••••^.■•» 

Statement  showing  the  condition  of  general  postal  aooounte  of  late  postmaetera  for 

year  ended  June  30, 1670. 


AccoQntii  of  late  pofitmaittrrii  adjusted  .... 
Accountii  of  lute  poetmoMtent  unatj^niited. 


Wbole  number  of  aeconntit  of  late  postmaaten. 


Quarter  ending-- 


Increaie  In  nnmber  of  late  acconntn  over  laii  year  . . . 
lacreaie  In  nnmber  of  late  acconnta  a^Jnited  OTer 

laityear 

Decroaio  in  nnmber  of  late  arconnttuna(\Jntted  from 

laat  year 


September 
%,lt^j. 


5,924 


Dsftember 
31,1875. 


4,835 


Marcb  31,!  Jnno  30. 
187C     I      IMO. 


3,059 


2,  n:. 


Statement  of  miaoellancone  hueineae. 


Corrotpomfrnre,  6ic, 


Qoarter  endlng'- 


'.September 
j  3U,  1675. 


T^ttomrecflved 

Lettem  wrl'.teu 

8tntementn  of  general  poKtal  nceonnta  received 

Circulan  pn*Dare<l 

Vouebenflied 

Unpaid  collection  orders  received  and  filed 

Ofllcee  aupplied  witb  UankH 


1,090 
363 

3,422 

2,660 

4.084 

67 


December 

tfarrb  31, 

31, 1675. 

187a 

748 

498 

249 

313 

1.581 

1.611 

5.293 

3,338 

6,610 

5.135 

4.452 

3,SM 

57 

1 

94 

Jane  30, 
lH7Cw 


71fl 
491 
1,G37 
3.02*1 
.\07:! 
2,e4l 
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AmdmnU  eolleded  hy  draft  im  PrendenUal  accounU-^spedal  ea9e9^far  ike  JUcal  year  ended 

June  30, 1376. 

Qomiter  ended  September  30, 1875 $3,803  29 

Quarter  ended  December  31, 1875 33,903  00 

Qoarter  ended  ICaich  31, 1876 5,120  82 

Qnarter  ended  Jane  30, 1876 29,753  89 

Total  for  the  fiacal  year 72,701  00 

COLLEGTINa  DIVISION— EDWARD  J.  EVANS,  CHIEF  OF  DIVISION. 

To  this  division  is  assigned  the  collection  of  balances  due  from  all 
postmasters,  late  postmasters,  and  contractors ;  also  the  payment  of 
all  balances  due  to  late  and  present  postmasters,  and  the  adjast- 
ment  and  final  settlement  of  postal  accounts.  The  average  number  of 
clerks  is  twenty,  and  the  work  of  the  division  is  apportioned  as  follows : 

On  carrespandmoej  4.— Their  dnty  is  to  insnre,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
collection  of  all  moneys  due  to  the  United  States  on  postal  and  con- 
tractors' aoconnts,  to  examine  the  same  carefully,  and  explain  by  letter, 
when  necessary,  the  correctness  of  the  balances  due  thereon,  and  to 
submit  for  suit  or  criminal  proceedings  accounts  of  defiiulting  post- 
masters and  contractors. 

On  drafts  and  reports^  2.— Their  duties  are  to  locate  and  issue  drafts 
for  the  collection  of  balances  due  by  postmasters  and  contractors,  to 
record  the  same  in  draft-registers,  and  report  to  the  Post-Office  De- 
partment, for  payment,  all  balances  due  to  late  postmasters,  and  record 
the  same. 

On  changeH^  1.— His  duties  are  to  record  all  changes  of  postmasters 
r^orted  to  this  office  from  the  Post-Office  Department,  to  enter  and 
file  drafts  paid,  to  record  all  accounts  of  late  postmasters  in  the  book 
of  balances,  and  to  state  the  final  action  thereon. 

On  letter^booJcSj  2.— Their  duty  is  to  transcribe  into  their  respective 
books  all  letters  written  by  the  several  divisions  of  the  office,  and  trans- 
mit the  same^  together  with  all  circulars  relating  to  postmasters'  ac- 
counts. 

On  miscellaneousj  1.— His  duties  are  to  examine  and  compare  with  the 
ledgers  all  accounts  of  late  postmasters,  and  close  as  ^^  uncollectible," 
or  by  '<  suspense,"  bM  accounts  so  designated,  and  to  assist  in  the  prep- 
aration of  the  annual  report  to  the  Postmaster-General,  and  other  du- 
ties of  a  miscellaneous  character. 

On  copying^  8. — ^Their  duties  are  to  copy  and  revise  all  accounts  of 
postmasters  and  others ;  to  transmit  in  their  respective  circulars  all  ac- 
counts of  late  postmasters ;  to  copy  changes  of  postmasters ;  to  pre- 
pare salary-books  of  the  several  post-offices,  and  to  furnish  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  material  for  the  United  States  Official  Begister. 

On  suits^  2. — ^Tbeir  duties  are  to  prepare  for  suit  all  cases  of  default- 
ing postmasters  and  contractors.  All  accounts  reported  by  the  corre- 
sponding clerks  have  been  prepared  for  suit  and  transmitted  to  theDe* 
p^utment  df  Justice,  and  all  accounts  of  fees  of  attorneys,  marshals, 
ami  clerks  submitted  for  settlement  have  been  examined  and  reported 
for  payment. 

The  work  of  this  division  is  in  a  highly  satisfactory  condition. 

The  regulation  of  the  Department,  requiring  current  business  to  be 
dispatched  on  the  day  received,  is  duly  observed  by  this  division. 

I  refer  to  the  following  tables  for  a  more  detailed  statement  of  the 
work  performed  by  the  division  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 
Id7G: 
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AeeounU  tf  potimatlers  and  conirtuiorB, 


Mmnbfir. 


1. 


AceooBti  of  postmuten  bacomlDg  UU  darlag  the  ptriod  trom  Jaly  1,  1874,  to 

JaaoSO,  1875 

Accoqatg  of  poiitmaiiterM  becoming  late  dariog  Ui«  flaeal  yev : 

Quarter  ended  September  30, 1875 

Quarter  ended  December  31,  1875 

Uttarter  endad  March  31, 1876 • 

Quarter  ended  June  30,  1876 


Total 

iBcreaw  frmgi  lait  flteid  yaar 


Drafts  hvued  on  late  and  preaeBt  poetniMrtan  dnriag  tba  flieal  jraar  t 

Quarter  anded  Septamber  90, 1879 ^ ., 

Quarter  ended  December  31, 1875 

Quarter  ended  March  31, 1816 

Quarter  ended  June  30, 1876 


Total 


laeNatafhHii  last  ileal  year 

Deeraaae  from  UatlUcal  year ••». 


Aeaoniitt  of  fx»traeton  reeelred  from  tba  pay-dlTlrioa  upon  wUeh  dimfti  war* 
iiiued : 

Quarter  ended  September  30,  1875 

Quarter  ended  Daoembcr  31, 1675 

Quarter  ended  March  31.  1876 

Qoartar  aadad  June  ao,  1876.., • 


Total 


Incraaae  fh>m  last  fiscal  year. 


Amomt  coUoetsd  bv  drafts  during  tha  fiteal  ytsv 
Increase  fh>m  last  lucal  yaar ..• 


AeeouBta  showing  balaseaf  dna  late  aad  preisvt  poftBMler^  tod  rtpatCad  to  tha 
Post-OiBce  Department  for  payment : 

Quarter  ended  September  3U^  18f79 , 

QoarteraodadDaeambar  31, 1875.*..,> , ..., 

Quarter  ended  March  31, 1876 • 

Quarter  ended  June  30, 1876 ••.••• ••......••.• * 


Total. 


Increase  from  last  fivcal  year 


Aeeannts  of  lata  postmasters  and  eontrMtors  sahnltlad  for  suit  dnriof  the  flsoal 
jreart 

endadSaiiCamberSO,  16T3 

^uartar  ended  December  31, 187S 

Quarter  ended  March  31, 1876 

juarter  ended  June  30,  1876 


Total 


Increase  from  last  ilseal  year. 
Deareast  from  laat  flseal  year 


Amoaut  af  eollectlons  on  judgment^  ftnas,  Ite.,  indudlag  Intsrat,  during  tha  flseil 
year , 


from  last  lisal  year. 


Aeeonnts  of  lata  postmasters,  ahovrlng  baltnoff  dnt  the  United  Statsi,  and  fovnd 
nneaUaetible,  daring  tha  flsoal  yeart 

ir  ended  Septambar  30;  1878 

ended  Deoambar  31, 1975 

,«,»r.«.  ended  Maseh  SI.  1676 

Quarter  ended  June  30,1876 


Total 


Deereasa  frmn  latl  fiMnI  yaar 


15.263 

s.ioe 

2,276 
9,685 
2,434 


1209,054  12 

43.601  68 

•  45,678  n; 

S3^983  1>« 

49,830  94 


24,760 


40S;i48  38 


300 


68^786  64 


912 

786 


643 


7*1^  061  96 
51.317  07 
96,190  72 
50,799  62 


3;S39 


941,902  37 


94,761  tS5 


8 

9S 
70 
79 


3.993  08 

93^786  04 

749^765  49 

194,949  31 


182 


895,423  99 


823,433  86 


906,649  46 
104,049  37 


1, 

1,978 

699 

171 


89,154  89 

81,474  03 

99,808  85 

0^961  61 


3, 5S6 


199,083  11 


1,803 


191,358  06 


91 

14 

15 


9,969  71 

8^331  91 

Sl874  73 

4^989  79 


70^139  07 


SO 


90^394  90 


31,77163 


39 

3 
4 
1 


4,949  04 


1,075  00 

180  07 

^8U48 

S47ao 


16 
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Acoauut  of  pottmiuten  and  oontraeion—Contlnned, 


▲oeoaati  of  Ute  pocUnoften,  ihowlnf  baUoeei  In  th«lr  fkyor,  cloMd  by  "  iiiBp«nM, 
dorlag  the  tbtiX  yew ; 

Qneirter  ended  September  30t  1875 

QBsrter  ended  December  31, 1675 

Qvarler  ended  March  31, 1876 

Qnarter  ended  Jane  30.  1878 


«t 


Total 


Decmae  from  lait  fiical  year. 


of  late  pottmafCen;  showing  baltaeeg  dao  the  United  StAtaa^  ttoiad  by 

,**  during  the  flucal  year: 

ended  Aeptember  3U,  1875 

ended  December  31. 1875 

ended  March  31. 1876 

r  ended  Jnne  38, 1876 


Total 


from  latt  fiical  yaar.. 
2>ecnaae  from  laat  flaeal  year. 


AnoVBt  reeelTed  In  moner,  (by  letter,)  drafti,  and  money-orden  In  IkTor  of  the  Da* 
UK  from  late  and  preeent  poatanaetem,  which  haa  been  retimed  or  d^Milted 
'  credit  for  the  flwal  year.: 

ended  September  30, 1875 , 

ended  December  31 .  1875 

trended  March  31, 1876 

ended  Jnna  30, 1876 , 


Total 


oflatapoMtniaftarf  cloeedby  "  oempromlie,"  dnrlag  the  fiiotl  yav  t 
ar  ended  September  301 1875 


ended  December  31, 1875 
ended  March  31, 1876 
ended  June  30,  ^876  .. 


Total 


Knmber. 


96 

6 

39 

127 


968 


3,SS3 


103 
36 
41 

878 


458 


896 


141 
103 
108 
lOB 


4S7 


S 
0 
0 
0 


Amoont 


641  05 

143  08 

3SBai 

83  49 


),ei8  86 


18,209  15 


885  49 

418  03 

864  34 

2.847  96 


3.815  61 


3,801  79 


$1.106  66 
1,579  61 
1,413  08 
1,823  56 


5^39»U 


9,733  78 
0 
0 
0 


8,738  78 


written  to  postmasters  and  others  daring  the  fiscal  year : 

Quarter  ended  September  30,  1875 

Qnarter  ended  December  31, 1875 ••••• 

Quarter  ended  March  31,  1876 

Qnarter  ended  Jane  30,  1876 


1.881 
2,017 
2,141 
1,823 


Total _ 7,862 


Increase  from  hist  fiscal  year. 


596 


copied  daring  the  fiscal  year : 

ended  September  30,1875 ; 6, 806 

ended  December  31, 1875 6.904 

joarter  ended  Uarch  31,1876 * 4,885 

Qnarter  ended  Jane  30, 1876 8,845 

Total 22,439 

Decrease  from  last  fiscal  year ..•••• 


182 


Nnmber  of  pages  of  draft-registerrecorded  daring  the  fiscal  year : 

Qnarter  ended  September  30,  1875 , 

Quarter  ended  December  31, 1875 , 

Qnarter  ended  March  31,  1876 , 

Quarter  ended  Jane  30,  1876 , 


Total 


SO 
22 
21 
17 


80 


Decrease  fhmi  last  fiscal  year. 


74 


216  PAPERS  ACCOMPANYINO  THE 

Nnmber  of  x^ages  of  letter-press  copies  mode  daring  the  fiscal  year. 

Qnarter  ended  September  30,  1875 3,273 

Quarter  ended  December  31, 1875 3,753 

Quarter  ended  March  31,  1875 • 4,965 

Quarter  ended  Jnne  30, 1870 3,640 

Total 14,931 

Increase  from  hut  fiscal  year 2,9GS 

Komber  of  pages  of  changes,  bonds,  and  commissions  copied  dnring  the  fiscal  year : 

Quarter  ended  September  30, 1875 C7r» 

Quarter  ended  December  31, 1875 C>V* 

Quarter  ended  March  31,1876 944 

Quarter  ended  June  30, 1876 • 779 

Totol 3,0i:i 

Increase  from  last  fiscal  year« 35 

Number  of  pages  of  letter-books  recorded  daring  the  fiscal  year : 

Quarter  ended  September  30, 1875 1,35C 

Quarter  ended  December  31, 1875 1,558 

Qaarter  ended  March  31,1876 l,69i> 

Quarter  ended  June  30, 1676 l,44t> 

Total 6,046 

Decrease  from  last  fiscal  year 47 

Letters  reoeiyed  dnring  the  fiscal  year : 

Quarter  ended  September  30,1875 ^»,540 

Qnarter  ended  December  31, 1875 88,032 

Quarter  ended  March  31,1876 ; 89,04.% 

Quarter  ended  Jane  30, 1876 e8,3rii» 

Total -• 330,977 

Increase  from  Inst  fiscal  year 29,24^^ 

JjetteTB  sent  during  the  fiscal  year : 

Quartea  ended  September  :)0, 1875 57,50:^ 

Qaarter  ended  December  31, 1875 48,771 

Qnarter  ended  March  31,1876 46,375 

Quarter  ended  Juno  30, 1876 44,  Ur>i 

Total 196,751 

Decrease  from  last  fiscal  year 10,  li:i 

Letters  recorded  dnring  the  last  fiscal  year : 

Qnarter  ended  September  30,lf^5 2.354 

Qnarter  ended  December  31, 1875 2.K'»'^ 

Quarter  ended  March  31,1876 2,  KM 

Qnarter  ended  June  30, 1K70 3,3tr» 

Total 11,4*.H 

Decrease  from  last  fiscal  year 40 

Number  of  changes  of  postmasters  dnring  the  fiscal  year : 

Qnarter  ended  September  30,1875 ir^i 

Qnarter  ended  Dccemlier  31, 1875 171 

Quarter  ende«l  March  31, 1876 l**r» 

Qnarter  endcil  June  30, 1H70 17v» 


» 


Totol CbM 

Decrease  from  last  fiscal  yrar IK^J 


• 
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NuQilier  of  pages  of  "  balance-book  "  recorded  during  ibe  iiHcal  year: 

Qnarter  ended  September  30,1875 m 

Quarter  ended  December  31, 1875  ^ H8 

Quarter  ended  March  31,1876 105 

Quarter  ended  June  30, 187G 90 

Total 369 

Decreaso  from  lust  fiscal  year , 818 

Number  of  circulars  addressed  and  transmitted  during  tbo  fiscal  year : 

Quarter  ended  September  30,1875 14,542 

Quarter  ended  December  31, 1875 15, 1(38 

Quarter  ended  Hareh  31,1876 19,519 

Quarter  ended  June  30, 1876 13,604 

Total 63,033 

Increase  from  last  fiscal  year 14,611 

Number  of  pages  of  United  Steies  Official  Scgister  prepared  during  the  fiscal 
year 3,466 

yOBEIGNMAIL  DITISIOK— ROBEBT  S.  WIDDICOHBE,  CHIEF  OF  DIVISION. 

This  division  has  charge  of  the  postal  accoauts  with  foreign  govern- 
mentSi  and  the  accounts  with  steamship  companies  for  ocean  transpor- 
tation of  the  mails. 

The  treaty  concerning  the  formation  of  a  General  Postal  Union,  con- 
cluded at  BemCi  October  0, 1874,  went  into  effect  July  1, 1875,  with  the 
exception  of  France,  which  came  into  the  Union  January  1, 1876. 

The  detailed  regulations  for  the  execution  of  the  treaty  and  the 
formation  of  the  accounts  necessitated  the  preparation  of  new  bookH 
for  the  registration  of  the  various  accounts,  new  forms  of  blanks,  &c., 
and  a  thorough  change  in  the  method  of  auditing  the  accounts. 

The  number  of  accounts  has  increased  and  the  amount  involved  has 
diminished,  yet  the  actual  clerical  labor  required  in  the  settlement  of 
these  accounts  has  been  greater  than  during  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

l%e  work  of  the  division  under  the  treaty,  and  also  its  general  work, 
is  DOW  in  good  condition,  fully  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  office. 

ymkbar  ofaooounU  of  each  country  iettUd  during  thefineal  yetar,  and  awiounU  intolvcd. 


NasMofoooDtry. 


The  UoilBd  KlngdoD  of  Grwt  BritalB  ud  Ireland 

EiaplreorQenDay • 

Kisigdoa  of  Belghun , 

Ktaiffdem  of  HewcrUiKbi 

Coofederatkm  of  Swttaerland 

Xtsffdom  of  Italy 

KiBcdooi  of  Denmark  for  ezfrrn  aaUonal  potftaise 

Kiafdem  of  Swfden • 

Xiacdem  of  Norway 

RepvMle  of  France 

Ktacdoaiof  Spain 

Total 

Daoeaae  from  lait  fltcal  year 


Amoant. 


7. 
13. 

31. 
J3. 


618  58 

4^6  m 

440  €7 
MS  35 

em  50 

926  16 
442  91 

«fi  irr 

396  m 
3  57 


1,157.4«6  5<> 


676,776  31 
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yumbar  of  duplicates  rcgiitered  durinff  tkeflioal  year* 


Received  from — 


The  United  Kingdom 
Oermaa  Empire  .••.. 

Belflam 

Hetflerlandi 

DeUQirk 

FruM« 

Horfr»7 

Swedeft 

lUly 

Weitlndlee.  &o 

HoraBeoUa 

SwUaerlaBd 


ToUl 


locuMe  over  laet  fincat 
year 

Decreaee  from  lait  flecal 
year 


Qaartef  ended— 


aSo 
|8 


91 


149 
M 


1.049 


eg 

ft" 


119 


140 
15 


874 


951 


CO 

1' 


161 


161 


1,090 


a 


167 


197 


1.8S8 


Sent  to— 


The  tXnltad  Kingdom 

QermaaBmpIre 

Belalam 

Netnerlaadi 

Denmark •• 

Franee 

Korway 

Svteden 

Italy 

Spain 

Weilliidief,*€ 

NoTaSootia 

Swltnrlaad 


Total 

lacraaee  OYor  laat  flical 


Deereaee  from  lait  flieal 
year  •• 


Qaarteread^ 


IS 


9M 

9M 

107 

55 

67 

10S 

56 

57 

41 


146 
01 
5S 


1.487 


184 


364 

916 

187 

56 

53 

106 

50 

at 

50 


150 
49 

51 


1.336 


8 


391 
10 

• 

5 

Id 
5 

5 
5 
4 
13 
3 
4 


14 


Total  number  of  dnpUcatei  regtetered,  6,190 ;  total  deereaie  from  lait  flieal  year,  3.979. 

BdUuum  duo  faniffn  governmeiit9  on  wtUemiM  0/  ooooitiite  fbr  ih$  quartan  named, 

with  the  OMi  in  ountneg. 


To- 


United  Kingdom  of  Qfeat  Britain  and  Inland 


Total 

Coitlag  in  eorrency. 
Empire  of  QanBasy 


Total 

Coiting  ta  ettrreaoy. 
Belglnm 


Total 

Ooitlag  in  enrrency. 
Denmark 


Total 

Coiting  la  enrreney . 
Sweden 


Total.... 

Coiting  In  cnrreney. 


Qiaiter 


r— ' 


Deo.  31, 1874 
Var.  31.1875 
JoaeSO^UTS 


Mar.  31,1875  1 
Jane  30^  1875 ' 


Mar.  31. 1875 
Jane  30^1875 
Dee.  31, 1675 


Mar.  31, 1875 
Jnae  30,1875 


Mar.  31. 1973 
Jane  30;  1875 
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Balanoe$  due  foreign  govemmeiUe  <m  eetUement  of  aoownUf  ^o.— Continued. 


To- 


Nonray. 


Total 

CoitlBg  in  cnzTsnej. 


Spain. 


Agmc^rte  aaooatraporied 
Ooitli^  is  earr«B€y.  ....*. .1 


Quarter 
ended— 


Mar.  31,1875 
Jnna  30, 1875 


Deo.  31,1875 


Amount 


Il,4«4fi9 
1,025  04 


2,489  33 


9,973  40 


31 

61.319  96 
70,974  25 


The  following  amounts  have  been  paid  by  the  governments  named : 


By- 


Quarter 


Anumat 


Total. 
ffeHmrliiiiit 


Total 


Italy. 


Total 


TMal 

of  Qeima&y. 
TMal 


Total 


TotaL. 


Total  cmooBt  reeehred  in  gold. 


Doc  31,1874 
Kar.  31.1875 
Juno  30L1875 
Sept  30;  1875 
Doe.  31,1875 


Jiiao3Q,i875 
8opt30,1875 
Doo.  31.1875 


DOQ,  31,1874 
Var.  31.1875 
Jono  30^1875 
6opt30;187S 
Doo.  31,1875 


Sopi  30^1675 


Sept  3a  1875 


8opt,30;Ur7S 
Doo»  31,1875 


8«pt3O^1075 
Deo.  31,1875 


Sept  ao;  1875 


Ifar.  31.1875 
Jane  30;  1873 
Sept  30, 1875 
Dec  31,1875 


to;  334  03 

9,176  59 

1,900  69 

91  11 

94  73 


6,457  06 


1,170  19 
19  74 
14  00 


1,196  86 

1.511  18 

1,809  39 

1.406  74 

16  96 

19  36 


4,754  93 


57  58 


57  58 


45149 


451  49 


10  36 
19  15 


29  51 


J19  34 
13  17 


131  51 
1  91 


1  91 


4,6B9B8 
4,938  03 
4.778  10 
3,903  94 


17,929  95 


31,C03  69 


820 


PAPEBS  ACCOMFANYIKQ  TU£ 


Kamhcr  ofrq)artso/occanpo€tag€$  to  the  PoBtmaiter-GeHordlf  aHdamounla  rcpoi 


• 

In  third  quarter,  1675. 

In  foortb  qaarter,  1675. 

In  lint  quarter,  1876. 

In  Mcond  quart 

o 

i 

Ad 

f 

•< 

• 

Is 

< 

1 

i 

a 

• 

1 

ti 

1 

t    1 

1 

3 
1 

•6        , 

1    ! 

3 

••* 

8 

•< 

$8,695  05 
6, 161  61 
6.067  45 
6,333  73 

2, 3:^6  99 

$10.688  97 

7,718  66 

7,603  63 

7,43153 

4,535  16 

3,312  98 

3.0S0  15 

i;  684  64 

1,534  96 

1,393  28 

873  69 

699  46 

556  68 

491  01 

475  13 

366  80 

2M16 

185  40 

163  :« 

156  79 

136  30 

133  09 

117  66 

96  86 

63  98 

61  96 

46  10 

33  21 

28  63 

17  28 

570 

1  65 

$8,029  58 
8,040  55 
5,473  50 
5,728  07 

$10,194  34 

9,931  91 

6,919  84 

6,797  19 

i335  46 

3,981  16 

3,15137 

9,444  96 

1,393  98 

1,389  70 

1,97136 

88197 

784  34 

478  68 

475  13 

437  61 

496  68 

369  33 

305  98 

229  11 

900  15 

18100 

169  48 

162  38 

150  39 

141  19 

7156 

63  96 

53  95 

49  89 

37  76 

36  99 

27  70 

21  10 

18  34 

558 

313 

158 

127 

$10,633  01 
9,QS6  87 
7,096  18 
5^455  56 
4,896  07 

$11,975  43 

10.  on  79 

7,994  33 

6,123  56 

5^514  20 

4,101  53 

3,519  75 

9;  631  93 

1,745  06 

1,149  06 

1,310  55 

1, 156  74 

968  91 

767  84 

^ 

$9,803  OS  'i 
7.200  6ti  , 
5,753  58 
4,890  05 
4,243  28 

'2,'606'49' 
1,966  89 

1 

1,510  97  ■ 

'"ioioi* 

546  64 
484  70 
476  66 

*i,'ioi"i7 

760  76 
619  38 

801  07 

'i*027"o7* 
863  18 
661  77 

"'So' if.' 
632  05 

"433  fj* 

491  86 
4fi7  m 

42S3i!  '        43006 

315  53 
301  18 
236  20 
219  90 

100  3S 

198  10 

1 

183  10 
149  08 
195  64 
109  58 
75  56 

1 

! 

, 

49  90    1 

2148 
794 
703 
678 
403 

1 
1 

1 
1 

6  23  < 

500 

U    mO    , 

} 

356 

39 

'.V.V.V/.V.\ 

1  11 

1 

33 

38 

'"■*"*"' 

33 

31,50196 

55,019  75 

34,665  77 

56.630  15 

40,386  03 

62,335  80 

35,611  S6 

Total  numbor  Of  reports  made 

Decrease  from  last  fiscal  year 

Total  amount  in  ipold... $14 

Total  amount  in  currency i^i 

Decreaee  from  laet  fiscal  year 11 

PAY  DIVISION— B.  P.  GROWELL,  CHIEP  OP  DIVISION. 

This  division  makes  collections  quarterly  from  all  collectionot] 
the  line  of  mail-roates  of  balances  due  the  United  States,  and 
and  reports  for  payment  all  accounts  for  the  transportation  of  the 
whether  carried  by  ocean  steamers,  raikoads,  steamboats,  or  ai 
tractor,  special  msdl-carrier,  or  mail^messenger ;  tibe  accounts  of 
intendents  and  assistant  superintendents  of  the  railway  postal  c 
railway  iK>8tal  clerks,  route-agents,  mail-route  messengers,  an« 
agents,  and  all  accounts  arising  unaer  appropriations  for  maild* 
tlons  and  special  agents,  firee-delivery  system,  postage-stamps, 
cards,  envelopes,  postmarking  and  canceling  stamps,  post-route 
wrapping-paper,  twine,  mail-bags,  mail  locks  and  keys,  engravi 
printmg  drafts  and  warrants,  advertising,  fees  of  United  States 
neys,  marshals,  and  clerks  in  suits  on  postal  matters,  and  miscell 
aocouQtSs 
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All  orders  issacd  by  the  Postmaster-General  throagh  the  contract 
office,  originating  a  new  account  or  affecting  an  old  one,  are  carefully 
examined  and  verified. 

The  accounts  of  Mling  bidders  and  failing  contractors  (who  may  be 
found  liable  for  damages)  are  stated  for  collection  by  suit  or  otherwise. 

This  division  has  also  the  passing  and  registering  of  all  drafts  and 
the  passing  of  all  warrants  for  the  payment  of  accounts,  and  the 
custody  of  the  archives  of  the  office. 

Keference  is  made  to  the  following  tabular  statement,  showing  quar- 
terly the  number  and  amount  of  collections  made,  the  number  and 
amount  of  accounts  adjusted  and  reported,  drafts  passed  and  registered, 
warrants  passed  and  vouchers  filed  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June 
30, 187C. 


Aeeooali  of  mall-contrmetora  wttled  daring  the  fltfeal  yeweuded  Jn&e  30, 1876 : 

In  tiM  qnartar  ended  September  30,  1875 

In  tiM  qojuter  ended  December  31,  1875 

In  the  qoarter  ended  Bfarch  31, 1876 

In  tlM  qnarter  ended  Jane  30, 1876 


Namber. 


Total 

IncreflM  otct  lait  ftical  year . 


CoOeetlon  orderf  sent  to  contrmcton  nnd  nmoonti  paid  thereon  by  poit- 
maetera  daring  tlM»  fiscal  year : 

In  the  <iaarter  ended  September  30. 1875 

In  the  qnarter  ended  December  31.  1875 

In  the  qoarter  ended  March  31, 1876 

la  thaqoarter  ended  Jane  30, 1676 


Total 


Increaae  orer  last  flical  year . 
Decreaee  from  lait  flacaiyear 


Accoaata  of  ocean«maU  and  oonxular-poital  lerTiee  lettled  daring  the  flical 
year: 

In  the  qoaiter  ended  September  30, 1875 

Ib  tba  quarter  ended  December  31, 1875 ..# , 

In  tba  qoarter  ended  March  31, 1876 

In  theqoarterended  Jane  30, 1876 


Total 

from  lait  flica]  year 


Aeeonnta  of  iipedal  mall'Carrien  lettled  doitog  the  fiieal  year : 

In  the  qoaiter  ended  September  30, 1875 

In  the  qoarter  ended  December  31.  Ilj75 

In  tba  qoartar  ended  March  31, 1876 

In  the  qoarter  ended  Jane  30, 1876 


Totel 


from  last  flteal  year 
orer  last  fiscal  year .. 


Aeeooata  of  mafl-menengera  settled  daring  the  fiscal  years 

In  the  qoarter  ended  September  30^  1875 

In  tha  qoarter  ended  December  31,  1875..— 

ta  the  qoarter  ended  March  31, 1876 

la  the  qoarter  ended  Jane  30, 1876 


Total 


Increaaa  over  last  fiscal  year, 


Aeeoonts  of  snperlntendsnts,  asristant  snperintendenti  of  railirsy-postal 
serrloe,  and  neelal  agents  settled  daring  the  fiscal  year : 

lu  the  qoarter  ended  September  30,1875 

la  the  qoarlor  ended  December  31 ,  1875 

la  tha  qoarter  ended  March  31, 1876 

In  tha  qoarter  ended  Jane  30, 1876 


Total 


:> 


from  last  flsca  year 


•Jl 


\'i 


8.863 
8,896 
8,90:) 
8,937 


35,601 


3,188 


31,313 
31,639 
31,846 
31.920 


196,748 


10,194 


5-2 
35 
36 


178 


10 


333 


IRO 
IWi 

Itii 


752 


117 


Amonnt. 


13.639,863  85 
3,854,853  94 
3,791,558  »2 
3»  780,819  20 


15.067,003  81 


830.313  24 


940, 487  47 
1.161,593  36 
1,810,053  38 
1,061,003  15 


4,373,136  26 


34,006  58 


S3I.53S60 
169. 101  45 
165,363  11 
176,048  76 


773;  044  9» 


.{       237,566  61 


11,333  81 
12.303  33 
14.013  08 
14,627  72 

53, 175  93 


6.635  10 


153,200  01 
136.901  28 
161,067  10 
157,746  7iJ 

630,915  11 

1,96123 


48.0SOOI 
50,844  84 
44.305  03 
45,794  03 


188,993  93 


29,?Tt  ' 
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Nomber. 


Aeoounta  of  niilway-poRtal  clerks,  roate*«s«nU,  mail-ronta  meaenge^^  tnd 
local  mail-agenti  Bottled  daring  the  Abcm  year : 

la  the  quarter  ended  September  30, 1875 

In  the  quarter  ended  December  31, 1875 

In  the  quarter  ended  March  31, 1876 

Is  the  quarter  ended  Jane  30, 1876 


Total 4 


Increaie  oyer  last  fi«cal  year. 


Accounts  of  letter-carriers  settled  daring  the  fiscal  year : 

la  the  quarter  ended  September  30, 1875 

In  the  quarter  ended  December  31, 1875 

In  the  quarter  ended  March  31, 1876 

In  the  quarter  ended  June  3D,  1876 

Spedal  agents  paid  out  of  this  appropriation , 


Total 


Increase  over  last  fiscal  vear 

Decrease  firom  last  fiscal  year,  (special  agents) . 


Miscellaneous  payments  for  the  fiscal  year ; 

In  the  quarter  ended  September  30, 1875 

In  the  quartir  ended  December  31.  1875 

In  the  quarter  ended  March  31, 1876 

Is  the  quarter  ended  June  30, 1876 


Toial 


Decrease  from  last  fiscal  year 


Warrants  issued  by  the  Postmaster-Qeneral, 
Auditor,  passed  during  the  fiscal  year : 

la  the  quarter  ended  September  30, 1875 

la  the  quarter  ended  December  31,  1875 

la  the  quarter  ended  March  31, 1876 

In  Uie  quarter  ended  June  30, 1876 


and  countersigned  by  the 


Total 


Increase  ever  last  fiscal  year . 
Decrease  from  last  fiscalyear 


Drafts  issued  by  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  •General,  and  countersigned 
by  the  Auditor,  passed  aad  roistered  during  the  fiscal  year : 

lu  the  quarter  ended  September  30, 1875 

In  the  quarter  ended  December  31,  1875 

In  the  quarter  ended  March  31, 1876 

In  the  quarter  ended  June  30, 1876 


Total 


Increase  over  last  fiscal  year . 
Decrease  over  last  fiscal  year 


8,407 
2.496 
2,609 
2,653 


10,163 


2, 


563 


2.999 
^330 
2,376 
2,374 
2 


9,383 


439 


164 
184 

146 
134 


628 


355 


3,575 
3,456 
:f.357 
3,143 


13.531 


1,153 


5,226 
5,050 
4,766 
4,395 


10,446 


1«190 


1. 


a 


Bf^ort$,  aocoutUB  ofpoaimaaterSf  receipts,  and  oertifioates  of  depoeit  filed  in  ike 

ikefieodl  pear. 


archi 


In  the  quarter  ended  September  30, 1875 
In  the  quarter  ended  December  31,  1875. 

In  Uie  quarter  ended  March  31, 1876 

In  the  quarter  ended  June  30, 1876 


Total 


Increase  over  last  fiscal  vear . 
Decrease  over  last  fiscal  year 


7.698 

8,185 

9,405 

10^807 


36,005 
4,660 


300 


S,348 
9,137 


19,473 


13. 
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MONEY-OBDEB  DIVISION— JOHN  LYNCH,  CHIEF  OF  DIVISION. 

The  transactions  of  the  money-order  basiuess  are  of  a  character  in 
their  det^s  so  varied  and  so  inconsiderable  in  amonnts,  yet  in  the  ag- 
gregate  of  such  magnitude  and  importance,  that  it  is  imiK)8sible  by  a 
mere  tabular  statement  of  the  results  thereof  to  show  the  work  of  a 
division  such  as  this,  charged  with  the  duty  of  receivings  examining, 
registearingy  adjusting,  and  settling  all  accounts  pertaining  to  such 
tr^sactfons. 

The  statement  given  is  in  fact  merely  the  results  of  the  mouey-order 
transactions  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30^  1876;  for^  while  pre- 
senting to  the  eye  large  amounts  of  numbers  and  values  as  the  results 
of  saoh  transactions,  it  totally  fails  to  afford  the  slightest  information  in 
regard  to  either  the  quantity  or  quality  of  the  labor  required  and  per- 
formed in  the  attainment  thereof.  That  information  can  only  be  given 
by  a  detailed  descriptive  account  of  the  requirements  of  the  law  and 
the  regidations,  the  organization  of  the  division,  and  the  duties  required 
of  and  performed  by  each  and  every  employ^. 

Ghrganized  and  established  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Con* 
gresB  approved  May  17, 1864,  (Revised  Statutes,  p.  782,  §  4027,)  "to 
promote  public  convenience  and  insure  greater  security  in  the  transfer 
of  money  through  the  United  States  mails,"  and  to  facilitate  the  pur- 
poses more  fully  expressed  by  the  same  act,  (Revised  Statutes,  p.  48,  § 
293,)  by  and  under  authority  of  which  the  Sixth  Auditor  was  required  to 
"keep  the  accounts  of  Uie  money-order  business  separately,  and  in  such 
manner  as  to  show  the  number  and  amount  of  money-orders  issued  at 
each  ofiBce,  the  number  and  amount  paid,  the  amount  of  fees  received, 
and  all  the  expenses  of  the  money-order  business,"  the  division  was  sub- 
divided into  "sections"  or  subdivisions,  to  which  separate,  distinct,  and 
special  duties  were  assigned,  as  shown  in  the  following  exhibit  of  the 
organization  and  duties  of  the  money-order  division. 

Statement  shmcing  the  organization  of  the  money-order  division,  and  the 
work  performed  by  the  several  elerJcs  employed  therein  during  the  JUcai 
year  endei  June  30, 1876. 

DUTIES. 

One  chiefs  who  has  the  general  supervision  of  the  money-order  division, 
and  is  required  to  bo  thoroughly  informed  of  the  duties  of  each  clerk 
thereof,  to  direct  and  instruct  in  such  duties,  to  be  fully  acquainted  with 
the  laws  and  regulations  pertaining  to  the  money-order  business,  and  to 
decide  on  all  cases  of  doubt  or  difficulty.  He  opens  and  distributes  the 
si)ecial  mails  of  the  division,  cheeks  all  letters,  commission  and  other 
circulars  sent  from  the  division,  submits  all  cases  for  suit  atrd  keeps  a 
record  thereof;  keeps  a  record  of  all  allowances  made  by  the  Postmaster- 
General,  of  drafts  of  Postmaster-General,  the  files  of  letters  for  return 
of  orders  for  correction,  &c.,  of  all  changes  of  postmasters,  establish- 
ment and  discontinnance  of  money-order  offices,  and  of  changes  of  post- 
masters' bonds.  He  has  also  Uie  general  correspondence  of  the  division 
to  perform,  and  makes  and  keeps  the  letter-press  copies  of  all  the  corre- 
spondence in  relation  to  the  money-order  business  transmitted  from  the 
division. 

One  principal  clerk^  whose  duties  are  to  attend  to  international  set- 
tlements and  correspondence,  to  post  the  totals  of  the  lists  of  orders 
issued  and  paid,  orders  authorized  to  be  repaid,  and  all  void  orders,  giv- 
ing the  date  and  number  of  list,  number  of  international  order,  amount 
in  United  Bti^tes.  currency,  United  States  ^old,  and  their  equivalent  in 
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the  currency  of  tbe  foreign  coantrj ;  payments  on  acconnt|  by  date  of 
payment,  amount  in  United  States  currency,  premium  on  gold.  United 
(States  gold  and  tbe  foreign  currency  equivalent ;  to  check  upon  the  lists 
the  entry  of  tbe  order  authorized  to  be  repaid  or  become  void  under 
the  date  of  the  account  in  which  tbey  are  entered ;  to  correct  all  errors 
of  account  j  to  register  the  allowances  made  by  the  Postmaster-Oeneral 
for  clerkhire  and  incidental  expenses  on  international  acconnt,  and  of 
commission  accrued  to  postmasters  from  international  transactions  upon 
each  quarterly  adjustment ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  the  chief,  to  exercise 
a  general  supervision  of  the  division. 

Thirteen  registers^  who  are  required  to  enter  the  weekly  accounts  of 
postmasters  and  a^ust  and  settle  them  quarterly.  They  are  held 
responsible  for  the  correctness  of  the. settlements  made  by  them,  and 
are  therefore  required  to  carefully  analyze  all  errors  in  the  weekly 
statements  indicated  by  the  examiners ;  to  correct  all  entries  of  orders 
referred  by  the  checkers  or  archiYC-assorters,  calculate  the  commissions 
due  postmasters,  and,  by  circular,  notify  postmasters  of  errors  to  be 
corrected  by  them  and  of  commissions  allowed ;  to  note  any  changes  of 
postmasters  or  of  their  bonds;  to  prepare  all  statements  for  suit  and 
certification,  and  perform  all  correspondence  required  in  connecUon 
with  offices  of  their  sections. 

Sixteen  examiners, — ^The  duties  of  examiners  are  to  receive  and  examine 
the  weekly  money-order  statements  received  from  postmasters  at  money- 
order  offices  by  checking  the  paid,  repaid,  and  noMssned  orders,  noting 
that  the  number,  office  of  issue,  and  value  of  order  are  correotiy  given 
by  the  postmaster,  and  particularly  that  the  office  ^^  drawn  upon  ^  is  the 
^< office  of  payment;"  to  add  the  values  of  orders  paid  and  check  the 
total  of  each  nationality,  and  see  that  they  are  correctly  carried  to  the 
summary ;  to  correct  all  errors  of  entry  or  of  addition,  and,  if  in  the 
value  of  an  order,  to  note  the  error  upon  the  order  and  refer  it  to  the 
register;  to  write  to  postmasters  for  all  orders  for  the  payment  of 
which  credit  is  claimed,  and,  if  the  order  cannot  be  found,  to  fill  the 
blank  spaces  for  number,  date  of  issue,  amount,  name  of  issuing  and 
paying  offices,  in  the  form  of  certificate  prescribed  by  the  Department, 
and  transmit  it  to  the  postmaster  to  complete  by  his  signature,  stamp 
of  office,  and  the  receipt  of  the  payee;  before  sending  this  certificate, 
however,  they  are  required  to  examine  the  files  of  the  office,  to  see  tibat. 
the  order  has  not  been  received ;  to  foot  up  the  columns  of  values  of 
issued  orders,  and  tbe  fees  charged  thereon,  having  first,  by  a  careful 
examination  of  the  value  of  each  issued  order,  ascertained  that  the  fee 
charged  was  correct ;  if  incorrect,  to  correct  the  error ;  to  check  the 
total  of  each  column,  and  see  that  it  has  been  correctly  carried  to  the 
summary ;  to  count  the  number  of  both  issued  and  paid  orders,  note 
them  upon  the  statement,  and  if  an  order  has  been  omitted  from  the 
list  of  issued  orders,  to  write  to  the  postmaster  for  a  full  description  of 
the  missing  order,  and  upon  receipt  thereof  enter  the  particulars  in  the 
list  of  orders  issued,  with  tbe  correct  amount  of  fee  chargeable  thereon, 
correct  the  totals  of  values  and  fees,  and  see  that  said  corrected  amounts 
are  carried  to  the  summary.  In  the  examination  of  international  orders, 
paid  or  repaid,  they  are  required  to  see  that  the  signature  of  the  payee 
agrees  with  the  name  written  in  the  body  of  the  order ;  if  it  does  not 
agree  therewith,  to  require  a  power  of  attorney  from  tbe  payee  of  the 
order  to  the  party  signing  the  receipt  on  said  order  1>cfore  allowing 
credit  for  the  payment. 

One  examiner  of  international  listSj  who  receives  and  examines  the  lists 
of  international  orders  issued  in  the  United  States  upon  Oanada,  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  German  Empire,  and 
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Switzerlandy  and  of  orders  upon  the  United  States  issued  by  those 
countries,  checks  the  orders,  and  adds  the  several  columns  of  value  of 
each  list 

Sixteen  checkers. — ^To  the  checkers  is  assigned  the  duty  of  examiningand 
checking  the  money-orders  issued,  and  of  noting  the  errors  made  by  the 
issuing  xK>stmaster.  They  must,  by  careful  comparison,  see  that  the 
number,  value,  stamp  of  issuing  office,  and  signature  of  each  order 
corresponds  with  the  entry  of  such  order  by  the  issuing  postmaster  in 
his  weekly  statement ;  that  the  date  of  payment  is  properly  tamped 
upon  each  order,  and  throw  out,  for  the  inspection  of  the  chief  of  the 
division,  all  orders  requiring  the  stamjp  of  issue,  stamp  of  payment,  hav* 
ing  incorrect  signatures,  more  than  one  indorsement,  signatures  by 
"mark"  not  witnessed,  in  foreign  languages  not  witnessed,  of  corpora- 
tions  or  companies  without  the  names  of  their  authorized  agents  in  their 
official  capacity,  and  orders  to  which  the  signatures  of  the  issuing  post- 
masters are  wanting. 

TweH^'tiDo  assorters, — ^There  are  three  classes  of  assorters,  viz,  assort- 
era  by  States  and  Territories,  by  offices,  and  for  the  archives : 

Two  assorters  by  States  andTerritcnJes,  who  are  required  to  assort  each 
day  the  orders  received  fh>m  the  examiners  on  the  preceding  day,  by 
separating  those  issued  in  each  State  and  Territory  fh)m  all  othera. 

Fourteen  assorters  by  offices,  who  are  required  to  assort  the  orders  previ- 
ously assorted  by  States  and  Territories,  according  to  offices,  keep  them 
8q[Mmte,  and  arrange  them  alphabetically  as  to  offices,  and  in  the  con- 
secutive order  of  numbering  of  each  office  of  issue. 

Four  assorters  for  the  archives,  who  assort  the  ordera  received  by  them 
in  the  numerical  order  of  their  issue,  keep  the  orders  of  each  office  sepa- 
rate from  all  others,  and  according  to  the  State  or  Territory  to  which 
such  office  belongs,  and  file  them  in  packages  of  five  hundred  each,  prop- 
erty labeled  with  the  name  of  office,  State,  and  the  numbers  of  the 
orders  therein,  indicating  on  each  package  the  numbers  of  the  orders 
missiag  therefrom. 

Aasorters  by  States  and  Territories  receive  their  orders  from  the  ex- 
aminers each  day ;  assortera  by  offices,  from  the  assorters  by  States  and 
Territories ;  assorters  for  the  archives,  from  the  checkers. 

Two  assorters  of  iutemational  orders,  who  receive  the  orders  of  United 
States  issue  from  the  examiner  of  international  lists,  after  their  having 
been  checked  by  said  examiner.  The  orders  of  foreign  issue  are  re- 
ceived by  the  assorters  from  the  examiners  of  the  weekly  statements, 
and  assorted  according  to*  their  nationality  in  the  consecutive  order  of 
international  numbers. 

Fowr  on  deposits j  drafts j  and  transfers^  who  are  required  to  enter  in  the 
deposit-journal  on  the  day  of  receipt  the  certificates  of  deposit,  notifi- 
cations of  transfer,  and  coupons  of  drafts  received  each  day.  Certifi- 
cates of  deposit  are  entered  in  their  consecutive  order  of  number  as 
given  by  and  nnder  the  heading  of  the  office  of  issue,  giving  date  of 
certificate,  office  making  the  deposit,  State,  amount  of  certificate, 
amount  deposited  during  the  week,  and  date  of  account  in  which  credit 
is  taken.  Conpons  of  drafts  in  favor  of  pastmasters  are  entered  in  the 
draltjoomal  in  the  consecutive  order  of  ^^  running  number,''  giving  date 
of  draft,  number,  by  what  office  drawn,  and  amount,  and  at  the  close  of 
each  week  added  up  and  the  total  stated.  Notifications  of  transfer  are 
entered  in  the  transfer-Journal  in  alphabetical  order  of  offices,  giving 
<late  of  transfer,  office,  name  of  postmaster,  and  amount  transferred, 
added  up  at  the  close  of  each  quarter  and  the  total  given. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  weekly  statement  of  the  office  of  issue,  the 
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certificates  charged  therein  are  compared  with  the  entries  in  the  journal, 
and  each  certificate  and  the  total  checked  upon  the  statement  and  in 
the  journal.  Upon  receipt  of  a  statement  containing  a  credit  for  remi^ 
tance  made,  such  credit  is  compared  with  the  journal,  according  to  the 
number  and  value  of  the  certificate,  and  checked  upon  said  statement. 
It  is  also  checked  in  the  journal  by  ^*  date  of  statement"  If  for  more 
than  one  deposit,  each  is  checked  as  above  stated.  Coupons  of  drafts 
are  checked  in  like  manner  in  both  statement  and  journal,  and  in  the 
statements  of  the  New  York  office  in  which  they  are  credited.  Notift- 
cations  of  transfer  are  also  checked  upon  each  statement  and  in  the 
journal 

Coupons  of  drafts  bear  two  numbers,  viz,  the  <^  draft  number  "  and 
the  '^  running  or  current  number."  In  the  weekly  statements  the  *^  draft 
number"  is  given,  while  the  office  drawn  upon  uses  the  *< current  num- 
ber," thus  requiring  two  checks. 

Promptly  at  the  close  of  each  quarter  the  deposit,  draft,  and  trans- 
fer journals  are  compared  with  the  guard-book  in  which  the  weekly 
statements  are  filed,  and  all  unchecked  entries  found  are  checked. 

Two  an  circulars  and  miscellaneous  duties. — ^The  clerks  of  this  subdivis- 
ion receive  all  orders,  domestic  and  international,  which  by  reason  of 
some  defect  have  been  ^'  thrown  out"  by  the  checkers,  and  return  them 
for  correction  to  the  postmaster  at  the  office  of  error,  except  in  case  of 
a  difference  between  the  name  of  the  person  signing  the  order  and  the 
name  of  the  payee  as  given  in  the  weekly  statement,  when  the  "ad- 
vice" of  such  order  is  sent  for  and  compared  with  the  order.  If  the 
names  are  found  to  disagree,  both  order  and  advice  are  returned  to  the 
paying  postmaster  to  correct  the  order  and  cause  it  to  agree  with  the 
advice;  if  found  to  agree,  the  advice  only  is  returned. 

These  cicirks  also  attend  to  all  correspondence  connected  with  their 
sections. 

Ttco  fileS'ClcrJcSf  whose  duty  it  is  to  receive  the  weekly  money^rder 
statements,  after  they  have  been  examined  and  checked  by  the^ezam- 
iners,  and  deposit,  draft,  and  transfer  clerks,  and  file  them,  by  pasting 
them  in  books  prepared  for  that  purpose,  and  denominated  guaSrd-books. 
This  duty  requires  them  to  assort  the  statements,  so  that  they  may  be 
pasted  in  the  alphabetical  order  of  States  and  Territories,  and  of  the 
offices  therein,  in  the  consecutive  order  of  number  and  date  of  state- 
ment.   These  clerks  also  have  charge  of  the  current  files. 

One  Jilesderkfor  archives^  who  is  charged  with  the  care  of  allflles other 
than  '<  current,"  of  guard-books,  money-orders,  certificates  of  deposit,  oon- 
pons  of  drafts,  and  notifications  of  transfer,  and  is  required  to  keep  them 
in  such  order  that  immediate  refererence  can  be  had  to  them  at  any  time ; 
to  furnish,  upon  demand,  any  document  belonging  to  the  files  under  bin 
charge ;  to  assort  and  distribute  to  the  respective  examiners  the  mailA 
containing  money-onler  statements,  and  to  attend  to  such  other  duties 
as  the  chief  of  the  division  may  require  of  him. 

One  extra  clerk  on  miscellaneotis  duties^  who  procures  from  the  current 
files  such  statements,  orders,  books,  and  papers  as  are  needed,  and  per- 
forms such  additional  service  as  may  be  required  by  the  chief  of  division. 

Two  extra  clerics  xin  miscellaneous  duties^  who  are  required  to  perform 
the  duties  of  such  clerks  as  may  be,  from  sickness  or  other  cause,  tem- 
porarily absent  from  their  desks,  and  such  other  duties  pertaining  to 
the  bniuess  of  the  division  as  may  be  directed  by  the  chief. 
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NECESSITY  FOR  AN  INCREASED  APPROPRIATION. 

GoDgress  at  its  ladt  session  reduced  the  number  of  employes  in  this 
bureau  from  233  to  223. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  your  approval  of  my  estimates  submitted 
recently,  in  which  I  ask  that  the  clerical  force  may  be  restored  to  the 
number  employed  during:  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876. 

In  support  of  this  application,  I  be^  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing table,  showing  the  force  employed,  the  business  transacted,  and 
the  annual  rate  of  increase  in  this  office  from  1SG4  to  1S7G,  inclusive : 


Tean. 


1854 

1865 
1966 
I8S7 
18G8 
ISO 
1870 
1871 
1873 
1873 
1874 

leTs 
lefTS 


a 

r 


173 
198 
200 
S94 
233 


S 

%a 


s 

& 

135 

140 

a? 

141 

141 

141 

165 

17.8 

165 

165 

•■•• ■• ■" 

4.8 
14.4 
5.6 
7.1 
4. 


•95,083. 
28,950, 
39.739, 

34,479, 
39,0SB, 

4S.049. 
43,771, 
44. 497. 
46,873. 
89.081, 
58.507. 
60.409, 
61,8»7, 


039  98 
886  98 
065  50 
510  33 
193  45 
649  29 
068  88 
149  50 
618  68 
687  94 
486  40 
670  04 
685  08 


■81 

.tie 


■Sgg 

< 


Notlnoperatloo, 

$9,652,094  74 

7,829,098  77 

18,907,209  43 

39.174,350  58 

49,295,435  95 

67, 712;  994  08 

83,809,785  06 

96,557.938  60 

114.416,665  92 

148,161.280  72 

154.296^605  33 

153,668,544  23 


II 

CO  Si 


19.6 
5w3 

15.9 

13.2 
7.7 
4.1 
1.5 
9.3 
7.2 

12.5 
3.1 
2.4 


»3 
0.0 

I 

d  o 
5SS 


A 


aa 


195.2 

132.5 

76.7 

53.2 

37.4 

93.9 

15.1 

18.5 

29.5 

4.1 

*.4 


*Decreue. 


Total  amoimt  of  bnainen  transacted $i»497,S04,538  99 

Ayenge  annnaHQcrease  of  employes 4.7  per  cent. 

ATBcage  annaal  increase  of  postal  biuiness 7.9  per  cent. 

ATerage  annnal  increase  of  money-ordor  business 48. 8  per  cent. 

Avermge  annual  increase  of  entire  busincan (JG.7  percent. 

Increase  of  employ^  since  1865 '       72.G  percent. 

Increase  of  postal  business  since  1865 14G.7  i)er  cent. 

Increase  of  money-order  bnsine.ss  since  18G5 5, 694. 2  iter  cent. 

Number  of  post-ofBces  in  oi>eration  July  1, 18(>4 19,976 

Number  of  post-offices  iu  operation  July  1, 1676 ;U>,:)8:i 

Increase  of  post-offices  since  July  1, 1864 H*2. 1  percent. 

Averace annual  increase 6.9  per  cent. 

In  conclusion,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  the  work  of  the  bureau, 
in  all  its  branches,  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition.  To  the  chiefs 
of  the  several  divisions,  and  to  the  clerks  and  employes  generally,  I  am 
indebted  for  this  gratifying  result. 

I  desire  especially  to  express  my  high  appreciation  of  the  services  of 
Mr.  F.  B.  Lilley,*  the  deputy  auditor,  whose  entire  familiarity  with  the 
organization  of  the  office,  patient  industry,  intelligence  and  ildelity,  en- 
title him  to  special  commendation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  M.  McGREW, 

Atiditar. 
Hon.  L.  M.  MOBBILL, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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BEPOET  OF  THE  TEEASURER  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Tbeasuby  of  the  ITmTED  States, 

WashingtOTij  November  1, 1876. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  the  reqnirements  of  law  and  the  refpilations 
of  the  Department,  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  herewith  a  statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ended 
Jnne  30, 1876,  with  tables  showing  the  operations  during  the  year : 

RECEIPTS  AND  EIPENDITUBES. 

An  examination  of  the  comparative  statement  of  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures in  the  appendix  of  this  report  will  show  that  under  all 
classes  of  disbursements  and  in  every  department  of  the  Government 
the  expenditures  have  been  greatly  reduced.  The  total  amount  of  re« 
duction  for  the  fiscal  year  which  ended  on  June  30, 1 876,  is  $16,163,505.51 
below  the  expenditures  of  the  fiscal  year  which  ended  June  30, 1875,  and 
$27,279,002.88  below  those  of  the  fiscal  year  which  ended  on  June  30, 1874. 

The  amount  of  net  revenues  covered  into  the  Treasury  for  the  fiscal 
year  1876  is  $518,011.94  less  than  that  of  the  fiscal  year  1875,  and 
$1,996,716.90  less  than  that  of  the  fiscal  year  1874.  The  net  difference, 
receipts  and  expenditures  both  considered,  in  favor  of  the  fiscal  year  1876 
over  that  of  1875  is  $15,645,583.57,  and  over  that  of  1874,  $25,282,285.98. 

TREASURER'S  QUARTERLY  ACCOUNTS. 

I 

The  Treasurer's  quarterly  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures  have 
been  rendered  to  the  accounting-ofi^cers  of  the  Treasury  to  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year  which  ended  June  30, 1876.  <  *  Fair  and  accurate  copies  "  of 
the  same  will  be  laid  before  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  on 
the  third  day  of  the  coming  session  of  Oongress,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  section  311  of  the  Bevised  Statutes. 

Statement  YI  in  the  appendix  gives  a  summary  of  the  Treasurer's 
quarterly  account  for  the  fiscal  year  1876. 

UNAVAILABLE  PUNDS. 

The  total  amount  of  unavailable  moneys  carried  in  the  balances  of 
accounts  on  the  books  of  this  office,  June  30, 1876,  was  $29,899,520.40, 
as  shown  in  detail  in  Statement  IV  of  the  appendix,  being  $600  less 
than  the  amount  of  unavailable  moneys  on  June  30. 1875 ;  that  sum 
having  been  credited  to  the  account  of  the  Venango  National  Bank,  of 
Franklin,  Pa.,  by  a  transfer  of  moneys  collected  by  the.Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  deposited  June  29, 1876. 

The  late  Treasurer,  the  Hon.  John  G.  New,  in  his  report  dated  No- 
vember  1, 1875,  on  page  6,  alluded  to  this  subject  in  the  following 
language: 

On  page  178,  volanio  5,  United  States  Statutes  at  Large,  chapter  XXXV,  it  appeara 
that  an  act  was  approved  March  3, 1837,  of  which  the  following  is  the  text  of  sec- 
tion 1 : 

**Be  it  enacted  hu  Hie  Senate  and  House  of  Btpreeeniativee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America 
in  Congrees  aseembledf  That  the  proper  acconnting-officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  thcT 
are  hereby,  authorized  to  credit  the  accouut  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  with 
the  amount  of  the  unavailable  funds,  whether  charged  to  John  Campbell  or  his  prede- 
cessors, and  to  transfer  the  amount  to  the  debit  of  the  banks  and  individuals  respect- 
ively tliat  may  be  indebted  for  the  same.'' 
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In  order  to  avoid  the  daily,  weekly,  onarterly,  and  yearly  repetition  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  these  ud available  moneys,  and  to  clear  the  late  Treasures 
accounts  of  these  fictitious  balances,  it  is  respectfaUy  recommended  that  an  act  be 
paaaed  similai  to  that  above  quoted ;  bat  to  make  such  act  sufficiently  complete,  so  as 
to  cover  such  unavailable  items  in  the  fntare,  it  is  submitted  that  in  all  cases  of  de- 
ficit, default  or  susi>ension  of  payment,  from  an  v  caase  whatsoever,  whereby  the  moneys 
of  the  United  States  become  an  available,  the  accounting-officers  of  the  Treasury 
sbonld  )je  empowered  formally  to  place  upon  record  the  facts  in  each  and  every  case, 
chaining  the  amount  to  the  person  who  is  in  default,  or  whose  assets  are  deficient  or 
in  suspension,  and  crediting  tiie  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  his  general  account. 

Sabseqaently  a  draaght  of  a  bill  \ra8  prepared  and  introdnced  by  the 
Hod.  M.  C.  Hanter,  M.  0.,  and  ou  Januaiy  2G,  1870,  as  H.  B.  bill  1560, 
it  was  read  twioe,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and 
ordei^d  to  be  printed.  The  title  is  given  as  "  A  bill  empowering  the 
accoanting-offlcers  of  the  Treasury  to  state  accounts  against  officers  of 
the  United  States  who  are  in  default,  and  by  reason  of  which  default 
the  moneys  of  the  United  States  have  become  unavailable,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

In  December,  1872,  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Treasury  Department,  in 
transmitting  to  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Hon.  George  S. 
Bootwell,  the  draught  of  a  bill  to  revise,  consolidate,  and  amend  the 
statutes  iu  relation  to  estimates,  appropriations,  and  public  accounts, 
prepared  in  compliance  with  the  Secretcury's  instructions,  and  of  which 
section  20  is  given  below,*  used  the  following  language : 

Under  the  act  organizing  the  independent  treasury  sjstem,  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  is  accountable  for  alh  moneys  covered  into  the  iS^asnry  by  warrants  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whether  the  money  is  received  and  held  by  himself  or  by 
an  assiafcant  treasurer  or  designated  depositary.  In  the  course  of  business,  during  the 
yean  since  its  organication,  there  have  been  some  losses  or  defalcations  in  the  assist- 
ant tceasnries  and  designated  depositaries.  The  law  further  requires,  that  the 
assistant  treasurers  and  designated  depositaries  shall  be  held  aooonntable  for  the 
moneys  coming  into  their  hands.  In  cases  where  defalcations  or  losses  have  oocnrred, 
and  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  Government  to  sue  ou  the  bonds  of  those  officers,  a 
basin  of  action,  in  each  case,  has  been  made  by  the  settlement  of  an  account  in  which 
the  Treasurerwas  credited  with  the  amounts  he  had  theretofore  been  charged  with, 
and  th«  defaulting  or  delinquent  officer  was  charged.  The  custom  has  been  to  do  this 
npon  the  books  of  the  Kegister's  Office,  through  an  ordinary  account  of  the  First 
Auditor  and  First  Comptroller,  because  there  never  has  been  an  available  appropria- 
tion thnmgh  which  the  transaction  could  be  made  to  appear  in  the  publishea  receipts 
and  erpenditores.  As  such  a  transaction  affects  the  cash  balance  of  the  Qovemment, 
it  has  been  usual,  of  late  years,  to  explain  the  discrepancy  by  a  note  in  the  cash  account, 
stating  that  so  much  has  been  credited  or  charged  on  account  of  "  unavailable'^  in  the 
Treasurer's  general  account.  It  is  impossible  to  make  a  proper  statement  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Qovemment  while  such  an  inconsistent  practice  exists, 
and  UM  oljject  of  this  section  is  to  provide  that,  instead  of  making  settlements  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  compel  them  to  be  put  in  the  published  receipts  and  exi)enditnrcs  as  a 
note,  explaining  a  discrepancy,  it  shall  be  done  so  that  they  will  appear  in  their  proper 
place  in  the  accounfs.  There  is  nothing  in  the  provision  which  authorizes  any  cuange 
iu  practice,  other  than  the  requirement  that  the  business  shall  be  done  by  warrant 
inntead  of  by  a  simple  account,  and  the  provision  is  protected  from  any  possible  mis* 
use  by  the  closing  sentence,  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  amounts  shall  be 
charged. 

In  Senate  Report  Ko.  371 — Forty  fourth  Congress,  first  session — from 

the  Finance  Committee,  submitted  by  the  honorable  chairmaD,  Senator 

■ . 

*  Sfia  20.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  there  shaU  be  an  appropriation  account  on  the  proper  books  of  the 
Treasory  Department,  to  be  known  as  the  "  unavailable  balances''  account,  from  and 
to  which  all  nnavailablo  balances,  except  of  lapsed  appropriationR,  shall  be  transferred 
by  wamnts  based  upon  the  proper  settlement  of  the  First  Auditor,  confirmed  by  the 
Fint  CoDptroUer.  And  all  such  transfers  heretofore  made,  other  than  by  warrants. 
inelodtng  the  amounts  deposited  with  the  States,  shall  be  examined,  stated,  ana 
tnmaferred  as  herein  directed.  But  all  such  transfers  shall  be  made  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  debit  the  person  or  State  properly  chargeable  therewith  npon  the  personal 
aceoont  books  of  the  Department. 
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Sherman,  on  page  3  reference  is  made  to  this  question  of  unavailable 
moneys,  as  follows : 

All  money  in  the  Treasury,  wherever  it  may  be  depoeited  or  placed  for  disborsemeiit 
or  custody,  is  charged  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  It  is  obvions,  howoTer, 
that  this  money  may  be  lost  "vrithont  fault  on  the  part  of  the  Treasurer,  by  robbeiT, 
aocident,  defaloation  of  a  subordinate  officer,  misconduct  of  depositaries  iiaTing  it  in 
charge,  or  otherwise.  Still,  under  the  law,  the  Treasurer  is  responsible,  and  is  charged 
with  these  sums.  Such  a  deficit  would,  in  the  accounts  of  a  firm,  be  a  simple  plain 
entry  in  the  profit  and  loss  account  by  cxeditiuff  cash  and  debiting  the  de&ulter.  But 
from  the  fact  before  stated  that  money  cannot  oe  taken  from  the  Treasury  except  by 
an  appropriation,  this  course  could  not  be  pursued.  An  account  called  **  nnavaiUu>les" 
was  created,  which  was  charged  with  the  amounts,  and  the  Treasurer  credited  in  his 
general  account  through  the  statement  of  an  account  by  the  acconnting^officers.  This 
method  of  relioTlng  the  Treasurer  is,  your  committee  *are  informed,  a  practice  which 
has  grown  up,  and  is  not  authorized  by  law,  and  for  some  years  XNist  has  been  prohib- 
ited by  the  Comptroller,  and  has  been  discontinued.  It  is  plain  that  the  Tieasorer 
should  bo  relieyed  from  this  responsibility,  and  that  Congress  should  in  some  proper 
way  provide  by  law  for  the  dropping  of  these  unavailable  fhnds,  by  authorizing  a 
credit  to  the  Treasurer,  and  a  correspoudiug  charge  against  the  defaulting  officer  who 
fails  to  pay  the  money  on  demand. 

And  on  page  14,  as  follows : 

All  public  moneys  are  received  into  the  Treasury  and  paid  out  upon  warrants  issued 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Treasurer  being  aebited  with  the  amounts  re- 
ceived, and  credited  with  the  amounts  paid.  This  forms  what  is  known  as  the  Treas- 
urer's general  account,  by  which  the  cash  in  the  Treasury  is  determined.  When  a 
depositary  who  has  pnulio  moneys  in  his  possession  for  which  the  Treasurer  is  respon- 
sible proves  to  be  a  defi^ulter,  this  amount  becomes  nnavaiUble.  It  has  been  the 
practice  of  the  accounting-officers  in  some  cases  to  state  an  account  charging  such 
defaulting  officer  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  with  the  amount  of  defaU»tion  and 
crediting  the  Treasurer;  but  as  no  money  can  be  drawn  fiom  the  Treasury  except  on 
warrants  issued  in  accordance  with  appropriations  mode  bv  law,  there  is  no  way  of 
reconciling  these  unavailable  amounts  in  tho  accounts  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
except  by  crediting  the  Treasurer  in  his  general  accounts  without  the  issuing  of  a 
warrant  for  such  credit. 

As  the  Treasurer's  accounts  ore  not  acijusted  until  long  after  the  publication  of  the 
tables  contained  in  the  finance  reports,  these  items  must  be  regulated  snbseqneutly, 
and  whorever  they  occur  the  tables  must  be  changed  to  this  extent.  When  anything 
is  recovered  from  such  defaulting  officers,  the  amount  is  charged  to  the  Treasurer  ou 
general  account  as  **  receipts  from  nnavailables,"  which  Hao  necessitates  a  fhrther 
change  in  the  tables  to  this  extent.  This  defect  in  the  present  system  has  long  been 
felt,  but  cannot  be  remedied  without  legislation  authorizing  these  transfers  to  be  made 
by  warrants,  and  in  accordance  with  an  appropriation,  and  Congress  has  several  timea 
been  asked  for  such  legislation. 

These  matters  have  been  explained  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, with  whom  the  bill  before  named  now  lies :  and  it  is  respectfnlly 
but  earnestly  submitted  that  Congress  be  urged  to  pass  this  bill,  or 
some  other  of  a  similar  nature. 

DISBURSING  OFFICERS'  BALANCES  AND  REPORTS. 

The  importance  of  this  branch  of  the  Ascal  business  can  hardly  be 
overestimated,  the  amount  expended  through  the  disbursing  oflioem 
of  the  several  Departments  being  over  $250,000,000  annually. 

Soon  after  tho  '^  Hodge"  defalcation ^eekly  reports  of  balances  of  pub- 
lic moneys  held  by  them,  or  held  by  united  States  depositaries  sul^ect 
to  their  official  check,  were  required  from  all  disbursing  officers  and 
agents  of  the  United  States.  These  reports  are  forwardra  by  the  dis- 
bursing officers  to  the  heads  of  departments  or  bureaus  having  admin- 
istrative control,  and  by  them  referred  to  this  office  for  examination, 
comparison,  and  return.  The  balances  stated  by  the  disbursing  officers 
are  enterect  on  the  books  of  this  office;  the  balances  stated  by  the 
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depositary  where  the  officer  keeps  his  accoant  are  entered  on  the  dis* 
barsiDg  officer's  report,  and  the  report  returned. 

As  these  reports  are  now  made  they  fail  to  give  that  complete 
information  wldch  seems  to  be  required  to  make  the  reports  effective. 
If  a  disbnrsing  officer  reports  a  smaller  balance  with  a  depositary  than 
that  reported  to  his  credit  by  the  latter,  the  difference  may  or  may  not 
be  accoanted  for  by  the  amonnt  of  his  checks  remaining  nnpaid,  which 
may  exceed  this  difference;  and  if  he  reports  a  larger  balance  than  that 
repotted  by  the  depositary,  the  difference  may  result  from  funds  in 
iranHt  from  the  officer  to  the  depositary,  or  from  error  on  the  part  of 
the  officer  or  on  the  part  of  the  dq^Htary;  in  any  event,  necessitating 
inqairies  of  both. 

The  receipt,  examination,  comparison,  entry,  and  certification  of 
nearly  1,500  disbnrsing  officers'  reports,  weekly,  is  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable  labor;  but  owing  to^the-  lack  of  two  items  of  information 
other  than  the  mere  balance— the  amonnt  and  date  of  deposits  made  and 
the  amount,  date,  and  name  of  p^yee  of  checJcs  drawn  on  the  part  of 
the  officer — and  the  amonnt  and  date  of  deposits  received^  and  the 
amount  of  checks  paid  by  the  depositary,  the  result  is  not  as  complete 
or  as  satisiiEUStory  as  could  be  desured. 

EXPRESS  CHARGES  ON  UNITED  STATES  MCNBYS* 

On  the  26th  February  of  the  present  year  the  Department  was  obliged 
to  give  notice  to  the  public  that,  in  consequence  of  the  exhaustion  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  transportation  of  united  States  notes  and  secu- 
rities, the  express  charges  on  United  States  notes  and  fractional  cur- 
rency sent  to  this  office  for  redemption  could  not  be  paid  by  the  Depart- 
ment after  the  Ist  of  March.  In,  consequence,  holders  of  worn-out  and 
mutilated  notes  and  currency,  seeking  to  obtain  redemption  of  the  same, 
were  required  to  pay  these  charges,  both  on  the  moneys  sent  for  redemp- 
tion and  on  the  returns  made  for  the  same.  Congress,  at  its  last  session, 
having  failed  to  make  an  appropriation  that  would  allow  the  Depart- 
ment to  resume  payment  of  these  charges,  whatever  United  States 
moneys  are  received  for  redemption  are  at  the  expense  of  the  sender 
for  express  charges.  The  consequence  has  been  that  since  the  Depart- 
ment ceased  to  bear  this  expense  the  receipts  for  redemption  have  fallen 
off  greatly,  as  is  shown  by  comparison  of  the  redemptions  for  the  four 
quarters  of  the  last  fiscal  year  and  the  first  quarter  of  the  current  year. 


Qoarter  ending—    , 


iInt  30»  1873 
l>eG«Bbcr31.1d75. 
lUicb)l,ld76.... 
Jane 


30L  Icnc. . 
mber30. 


1970 


Bedemption  of ~ 


Lcptl-tender 

BOtM. 


$21,717.090  00 
33,186,788  00 
23,704,125  00 
17,560,121  00 
17,036,011  00 


Fractional 
correocj. 


10. 139;  048  66 
9. 887,  C03  06 
6. 880^  178  76 

10, 158,898  »3 
4, 568, 179  77 


As  stated,  the  Department  ceased  on  the  1st  of  March  to  pay  the  ex- 
press charges,  and  the  redemptions  for  that  quarter  show  a  falling  off  in 
the  notes  of  nearly  (10,000,000  and  in  the  currency  of  some  (3,000,000, 
and  the  reduction  in  redemptions  has  continued,  except  that  in  the 
qoarter  ending  Jnuo  30  there  was  an  increase  in  the  redemptions  of 
iraetional  currency,  owing,  doubtless,  to  a  demand  at  that  time  for  silver, 
then  a  novelty  in  tiie  circulation,  its  payment  for  fractional  currency 
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having  been  commenced  on  April  18.  The  issne  of  currency  having 
ceased,  it  is,  of  course,  expected  that  the  redemptions  will  decrease  in 
amount;  but  that  they  would  be  greater  were  proper  facilities  given 
for  the  return  of  the  mutiliated  and  defaced  currency  there  can  be  no 
doubt. 

A  further  consequence  is  that  the  larger  part  of  the  notes  and  cur* 
rency  now  in  the  hands  of  the  people  is  in  such  condition  as  to  be  unfit 
for  circulation,  and  will  in  time  become  more  wretched  in  condition  and 
yet  m<ure  unfit  for  use  if  means  are  not  provided  whereby  redemptions 
may  be  made  without  expense  to  holders.  It  is  natural  that  the  latter 
will  hesitate  to  incur  the  expense  of  the  express  charges,  and  that  the 
notes  and  currency  will  continue  to  be  paid  out  and  kept  in  circulation 
so  long  as  they  can  possibly  be  used. 

By  the  act  of  June  20, 1874,  the  Government  required  the  national 
banks  to  provide,  through  a  deposit  at  the  Treasury,  for  the  redemption 
of  their  worn-out  and  mutilated  notes,  and  to  bear  the  total  expense 
thereof,  including  the  transportation  to  this  o£9ce  and  the  returns  there- 
for. This  system  of  redemption,  it  is  conceded,  has  been  of  great  serv- 
ice in  keeping  the  national-bank  circulation  in  good  condition.  It  is 
submitted  that  the  Government  should  do  at  least  as  much  toward  keep* 
ing  in  good  condition  among  the  people  the  notes  of  its  own  issue  as  it 
requires  of  the  banks  in  regard  to  their  issues. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  the  gain  to  the  Government  by  the  de- 
struction in  the  hands  of  the  people,  from  various  causes,  of  its  paper 
circulation,  will  go  far  toward  meeting  the  total  co^  to  it  of  the  issue 
and  redemption  of  all  its  paper  money.  This,  of  course,  can  yet  be  an 
estimate  only,  but  statements  are  given  herewith  showing  amounts  yet 
outstanding  of  legal-tender  notes  and  of  fractional  currency,  Uie  issues 
of  which  have  long  since  ceased,  and  th^  rate  at  which  redemptions  are 
now  being  made,  and  from  these  it  is  evident  that  the  gain  to  the  Gov« 
emment  by  the  non-presentation  of  its  issues  for  redemption  wiU  be 
very  ^^ea,ti  whether  sufficient  to  pay  all  expenses  of  issue  and  redemp- 
tion, induaing  express  charges,  is  not  material ;  in  anv  case,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  Government  should  facilitate  and  provide  for  the  renewal 
of  its  currency,  so  long  as  it  may  issue  the  same,  or  for  its  redemption, 
so  that  its  circulation  may  be  kept  in  good  condition.  For  this  reason 
it  is  respectfully  recommended  that  an  appropriation  be  asked  for  from 
Congress  sufficient  to  pay  the  express  charges  to  this  office  on  United 
States  notes  and  currency  forwarded  for  redemption,  and  the  returns 
made  therefor,  whether  such  returns  be  made  in  United  States  notes  or 
in  silver  coin,  in  which  the  fractional  currency  is  by  law  redeemable. 

The  appropriations  for  the  transportation  of  United  States  securities 
and  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  independent  treasury  (from  the 
latter  of  which  is  paid  the  transportation  of  moneys  from  one  Treasury 
office  to  another)  were : 

For  the  a«cal  your  1875 #250,000 

For  the  Ascal  year  1876 1120,000 

For  the  liacal  year  1877 75,000 

Showing  a  large  decrease  in  the  appropriations,  which  decrease  bos 
made  it  necessary  for  the  Department  to  cease  to  pay  express  charges 
on  the  moneys  referred  to. 

In  the  statementB  showing  the  rate  of  redemptions  of  legal-tender 
notes  of  the  first  issue,  (the  only  description  of  legal-tieuder  notes  the 
issue  of  which  has  ceased,)  and  of  three  issues  of  fractional  ourrenoy, 
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each  table  commeuces  with  the  fiscal  year  first  after  the  issae  of  that 
particular  description  of  notes  or  currency  closed. 

Of  the  first  issue  of  fractional  currency,  commonly  known  as  the 
postage  currency,  it  will  be  noticed  that  there  yet  remains  outstanding 
84,294,8540:3,  or  over  one-fifth  of  the  total  issue,  after  a  lapse  of  over 
thirteen  years  from  the  date  the  issue  ceased,  during  which  time  the 
redemptions  of  each  year  have  been  greatly  decreased  from  those  of 
former  years,  save  in  exceptional  cases.  For  instance,  during  the  year 
1876  there  was  destroyed  a  considerable  amount  of  the  first  issues  of 
fractional  currency  which  had  been  held  in  this  office  as  specimens,  and 
the  destruction  of  which  swelled  the  redemptions  to  that  extent  It 
may  surely  be  considered  that  of  this  •  issue  $4,000,000  will  not  be  pre- 
sented for  redemption. 

Of  the  second  issue  of  currency,  eleven  years  after  the  issue  ceased, 
with  812,978,130.60  outstanding,  there  remains  unredeemed 83,117,076.28, 
and  of  the  third  issue  there  remains  outstanding  83,067,144.83  out  of 
823,080,765.19  outstanding  at  the  close  of  the  issue  seven  years  pre- 
Tioosly. 

Upon  the  later  issues  of  fractional  currency  and  of  legal- tender  notes, 
the  gain  to  the  Government  by  non-presentation  for  redemption  will  not 
be  60  great  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  issues. 

But  that  this  gain  in  the  fractional  currency  alone  cannot  be  less  than 
ten  million  dollars  of  the  thirty-four  and  one-half  million  dollars  out- 
standing at  the  close  of  the  year,  would  seem  to  be  certain;  and  the  state- 
ment may  be  made  that  it  will  exceed  811,061,722.22,  which  is  3  per  cent. 
of  the  total  issue  of  fractional  currency,  8368,724,070.45. 

The  total  issue  of  legal-tender  notes  to  June  30,  1876,  has  been 
81,204,428,701.  It  is  not  expected  that  the  gain  from  the  non-return  of 
these  notes  will  be  of  so  great  percentage  as  in  the  case  of  fractional 
cnrrenQ}',  and  no  estimate  is  ventured;  but  it  wiU  be  seen  that  a  loss  in 
the  hands  of  the  people  of  1  per  cent,  of  the  total  issue  would  give  a 
gain  to  the  Government  of  812,944,287. 


LEGAL-TENDER  N0TES.-FIIIST  ISSUE. 


TiaeaX  jtMt  ending  Jtmo  30— 


Oatstandiog. 


IWI $161, 80e^  518  00 

i«a 

18f33 V 

1874 

ins 

vm 


U16. 


123.271.566  00 

•83,022,694  00 

58,262,963  00 

37.952,231  00 

27, 850, 9T8  00 


Total  iBsac. 


$669,321,676  00 


DeoroMe  by  re- 
demption dur- 
ing yetiT, 


Percentage  of  decreaie. 


To  ootatand- 
ing  previons 
year. 


$58.  534. 950  00 
39, 648. 874  00 
25,359.731  00 
20, 310,  682  00 
10,092,303  00 


.322 
.322 
.303 
.349 
.2C6 


To  oatatand- 
tag  1871. 


.322 
.218 
.139 
.112 
.056 


Outfit  andiog, 
ltf76. 


$27, 859, 978  00 


Per  cent,  of  outatandins. 


To  total  iwuo.,     i„^,,^^. 


.0416 


\:>.) 
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FBACTIOHAL  CURREKCY.-FIBST  ISSUE. 


FiscAl  year  ending  Jane  30— 


1863 
1864 
1865 
1666 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 


1876.. 


OutsUindins. 


•20.192, 
14,819, 

7,030. 
5.497, 
4.881. 
4.605, 
M76, 

4.4H 

4,301, 

4.376, 
4.335, 
4.398. 
4.894, 


456  00 
156  00 
406  66 
700  78 
534  93 
09197 
708  58 
905  87 
035  04 
S99  09 
979  15 
875  69 
338  13 
854  98 


ToUl  iMne. 


190.315,635  00 


r 


Decrease  by  re- 
demption dur- 
ing year. 


•5,373. 

4.903. 

3,884. 

1.533. 

616. 

375, 

138. 

62, 

22, 

14. 

41. 

7, 

33. 


300  00 
747  34 
707  86 
165  85 
443  66 
388  75 
718  65 
970  83 
725  95 
319  04 
103  46 
537  56 
483  31 


Ontotanding, 
1876. 


•4.294,854  93 


Percentage  of  decreaae. 


To  outatand- 
iDgpreriona 
S^ear. 


.966 

.331 

.891 

.318 

.113 

.0364 

.0379 

.0141 

.0051 

.0033 

.0094 

.0017 

.0077 


To  ontataad- 
ins  1863. 


.966 

.343 

.143 

.0750 

.0305 

.0136 

.0063 

.0031 

.0011 

.0007 

.00:20 

.0004 

.0016 


Per  oeot  of  onUtaadiBg. 


To  total  iasne. 


.313 


ToontaUad- 
ingl863. 


.3128 


FRACTIONAL  CURBENCY.-SECOND  ISSUE. 


Flaeal  year  ending  June  30— 


1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1873 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 


1876. 


Oatatanding. 


•19.798, 
7.937, 
4,975, 
3.934. 
3»588. 
3,873. 
3,318. 
3,190. 
8.180. 
3,146, 
3.139. 
3. 117, 


190  00 
034  57 
837  08 

075  33 
163  65 

191  03 
156  37 
383  51 
406  87 
345  13 
847  09 

076  88 


Total  issoe. 


•33.164,483  G5 


Decreaae  by  re- 
demption dnr* 
Ingyear. 


Peroea^ge  of  deoroaae. 


To  oatatand- 
ing preriooa 
year. 


4.861, 

2,961. 

1.051. 

395. 

954. 

53, 

97, 

0. 

34. 

6. 

22. 


106  03 
197  49 
751  86 
91157 
978  63 
034  66 
878  80 
877  84 
061  15 
498  03 
770  81 


Oatatanding, 
1670. 


13,117,070  28 


.360 

.373 

.811 

.1009 

.0733 

.0168 

.0087 

.0031 

.0107 

.0031 

.0073 


To  ontatted. 
ingl865. 


.8313 
.0831 
.0309 
.0190 
.0043 
.0033 
.«0(M 
.0087 
.0005 
.0018 


Per  cent  of  ontataadiag. 


To  total  iaane. 


.133 


To  ontataad- 
iag 180& 

.343 
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mACTIONAL  CUBSEXCY.— THIKD  ISSUE. 


Fisc*l  year  ending  June  30— 


ir*6. 


i  ! 

OaUtanding. 

I 


1870. 
1H71. 

1K7J. 
Itf74. 

1«76. 


123, 9m,  765  10 
10.666,556  88 
5.617,535  75 
4.030,955  96 
3.481.500  36 
3,358,258  02 
3.164,643  08 
3,067,144  83 


ToUl  tMoa. 


180,115^028  90 


Decrease  bjT  re- 
demption dor- 
ins  year. 


Percentage  of  decreaae. 


To  ootatand- 
tngprovions 
year. 


$13,314,908  67 

5,049,090  77 

1,577,580  40 

558,454  90 

233,948  34 

93,608  04 

97, 499  13 


,555 
,473 
,8;?1 

i:»8 
,0511 

0287 
,0008 


To  oalstand* 
ingiaoo. 


.sssi 

.3105 
.0658 
.0233 
.0098 

.orao 

.0041 


OatAtamling, 
1S7C. 


Per  cent,  of  oalataading. 


To  total  laaae. 


13,067,144  fa 


Tooatataad- 
lag  1869. 


.1279 


SILVER  PAYMENTS. 

On  the  18th  of  April,  187G,  ander  iDstractions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasoiy^  given  in  pnrsnance  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  April  17, 
1876,  entitled  *^  An  act  to  provide  for  a  deficiency  in  the  Printing  and 
Engraving  Bureaoi  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  for  the  issne  of 
silver  coin  of  the  United  States  in  place  of  fractional  currencyi"  subsid- 
iary silver  coin  was  issned  in  redemption  of  fractional  carroncyi  and  has 
continued  to  be  so  issued  with  the  following  results,  viz : 

Fraciiomdl  currettci/  redeemed  in  suhaidiarjf  tUver  coin  andiUetrojfedoH  account  of  tke  trnkitt^ 

fund. 


187a 


Dorinj;  the 
month. 


AMfl90to28  ... 

May  1  to  29 

Jnael  to  30 

Jo)jllto29 

Aognatl  to30 — 
Spptembrr  1  to  29 
October  1  to  31... 


|6i«;69eoo 

3,500^565  18 

2;9ia;878  9i 

1.513,715  00 
1,547.560  94 
1,496,895  Kl 
1,30^937  57 


Total  to  date. 


$1,149.963  18 
7,063;  142  09 
8,605^857  09 
10,153,426  03 
11,650,321  86 
12,953,259  43 


TMaltoeodof 

flaoalyear. 


f7.0t^ll2  00 


In  addition  to  the  issue  of  silver  in  redemption  of  fractional  currency, 
the  amount  of  silver  in  the  Treasury  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the 
act  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments," 
approved  January  14,  1875,  was  authorized  by  the  Secretsu^  of  the 
Treasury  on  May  o,  1876,  and  at  subsequent  times,  to  be  paid  out,  in 
order  to  meet  the  demand  for  chauge,  in  payment  of  drafts,  checks,  and 
other  currency  obligatious,  to  the  amount  of  $4,020,000,  with  the  follow- 
ing result,  viz: 


22  Ab 
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Currency  ohUgatioMf  4'<^,,paid  U  silver  umier  Mere  of  the  Secretary  of  May  5, 1876,  amd 

euheequent  dates. 


1878. 


H«y2to31 

JnneltoGO 

Jolyltoai 

Aiiin»tlto31.... 
Bepwmber  1  to  16 


Durlnff  the 
moiuh. 


13,339.500  93 
6»5»474  05 

49.513  80 

11.514  00 
23,996  32 


Total  to  date. 


13.934, 975  £« 
:i,  964. 489  68 
3. 996, 003  68 
4,020.000  00 


Total  to  end  of 
iUcalyear. 


13,934,975  88 


Stilly  again,  in  addition  to  both  of  the  foregoing  classes  of  silver  pay- 
ments, and  under  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  dated 
August  2, 1876,  and  subsequently,  issued  in  pursuance  of  public  reso- 
lution entitled  <^  Joint  resolution  for  the  issue  of  silver  coin,"  approved 
July  22, 1876,  subsidiary  silver  coin  was  issued  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
requirements  of  the  Treasury  and  its  several  ofBices  seemed  to  demand, 
and  the  state  of  the  coinage  at  the  several  mints  would  seem  to  permit, 
with  the  following  results : 

Subsidiary  silver  coin  isstted  under  section  3  of  joint  resolution  approved 
July  22,  1876.— ^<  Seo.  3.  That,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  subsid- 
iary silver  coin  authorized  by  law  to  be  issued  in  redemption  of  the  frac- 
tional currency,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  manufacture  at  the  several  mint^, 
and  issue  through  the  Treasury  and  itis  several  offices,  such  coin  to  an 
amount  that,  including  the  amount  of  subsi4iary  silver  coin  and  of  firao- 
tional  currency  outstanding,  shall,  in  the  aggregatOi  not  exceed  at  any 
tijne  fifty  million  doUars." 


1876. 


August  3  to  31... 
Scptomber  1  to  30 
October  Ito  31... 


DiirlBff  the 
month. 


11,456,212  63 
1, 558, 443  10 
1.106,797  01 


Total  to  date. 


MS1499  13 


Beoapitulation  of  silver  ^ymente. 


ime. 


June 

Total  for  lUcal  yaar 

JWy 

Ansnat 

BoptaiDber 

Ootob«r 

Total 


SUrer  laaaod 
for  fyactional 
oarrancy  re- 
daemed  aud 
dettroyad. 


1648,698  00 
3. 500, 565  18 
2^912, 678  91 


7, 009;  142  09 
1,543,715  00 
1,547,568  94 
1,496,895  83 
1,302,937  57 


lfll9S3;2S9  43 


surer  issued 
on  aooount  of 
amount  held 
by  the  Treas- 
ury January 
14, 1875. 


13,939.500  03 
695,474  95 


3,934.975  88 

49.513  60 

11.514  00 
23,096  38 

4.080,000  00 


Silrer  issued 
under  section 
3,  Joint  roeo- 
lution  ap- 
proved Jniy 
{»,  1876. 


12.456,212  69 
1.558,443  10 
1. 106. 797  01 


5.123,459  73 


Total. 


•648.696  00 
6,740.066  n 
3.606,353  86 


10. 997. 117  97 
l.Q03.22e86 
4.015.295  5(» 
3.070.335  25 
2.411,734  58 

90. 090^712  16 


The  distribution  of  subsidiary  silver  coin  is  shown  by  the  accompany- 
ing table  of  total  payments  made  by  the  several  offices  of  the  Treasury 
named.  The  amounts  include  fractional  currency  redeemed  in  silver 
and  not  forwarded  for  destruction  at  the  dates  given,  which  accounts  for 
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any  differences  between  these  amounts  and  those  of  the  recapitulation 
before  given. 


Office  at— 


WuhiDCtou,  D.C 

NVwYork 

Boston 

FhiladelphU 

r'.liimore 

('harloitoD .^ 

N'evOrlBABS 

SsD  FraociBco.... 

Chicai^ 

I'lDCiHD^ 

SatDt  Lofais 

Bullklo 

Pitt^bugh 

TuCMtt 


o 
H 


ToUl«. 


•331, 181 

398,156 

115,345 

103,549 

63. 191 

Si2,e80 

69,593 

3,030 

196,954 

100,556 

74,430 

40,964 

40,000 


1,396,669 


1697,535 
2, 887, 121 
1, 153, 400 
677,516 

v6i ,  34c 
76.007 
948,011 
46.513 
606,719 
437,967 
451, 100 
194,993 
160,150 


7,863,760 


i 


8 

a 

o 
H 


1754.450 

3,776,965 

1,391,883 

1, 118, 153 

534,908 

97,079 

339,493 

168, 313 

963,164 

765,792 

591,487 

191,364 

835,586 


10,996,938 


SS 


n 

e 
H 


$841,093 

4, 338, 240 

1,631,308 

I,4l7,:i88 

580.195 

108,873 

373,184 

188,769 

1,163,933 

929.903 

609,509 

399,654 

385,865 


ia»757,953 


1971, 814 

5, 633, 340 

2,507,067 

1,908,838 

713,927 

131,971 

449, 191 

994.049 

1.415,078 

1,962,185 

800,963 

996,354 

3S3,384 


16, 811, 361 


I 

o 
H 


•1.085, 
6.365, 

8,247, 
836, 
194. 
587, 
300, 

l."l, 

1,581, 

976, 

367, 

4M, 

1. 


049 
358 
548 
988 
531 
960 
537 
358 
401 
365 
957 
440 
883 
378 


o 

o 
H 


1. 255, 876 

6,  H69,2D3 

3,268.791 

3.696.541 

014,979 

194,960 

634,300 

377,588 

8,145.800 

1.875,533 

1, 139, 155 

367.440 

464.883 

1,378 


10,706,053 


99,301,360 


KATIONAXi  BANK  RBBBMPTION  AaSNOY. 

The  work  of  the  National  Bank  Bedemption  Agency  has  largely  in- 
creased daring  the  last  fiscal  year,  as  compared  with  the  fiscal  year 
ended  Jane  30, 1875.  The  amonnt  of  national-bank  notes  redeemed 
increased  fiom  (152,891,855  to  (208,965,392,  or  about  37  per  cent.  The 
amount  assorted  and  charged  to  the  several  national  banks  increased 
from  (130,322,945  to  (176^21,855,  and  the  number  of  notes  assorted 
increased  from  17,842,310  to  19,111,838,  being  an  increase  of  more  than 
66  per  oent.  in  the  amoant,  and  7^  per  cent,  in  thenumber  of  notes.  The 
last-mentioned  amoant  does  not  include  (24,927,900  of  the  notes  of 
failed,  liquidating,  and  reducing  banks  redeemed,  sorted  out,  and  de- 
posited in  the  Treasury,  or  (5,000,000  of  notes  fit  for  circulation  disposed 
of  in  the  same  manner.  The  expenses  of  the  agency  increased  during 
the  same  period  from  (290,965.37  to  (365,193.31,  being  an  increase  of 
25|  per  cent,  but  the  percentage  of  cost  upon  the  amount  redeemed  and 
assorted  decreased  fh)m  aboat  two-ninths  to  a  little  more  than  one-fifth 
of  one  per  cent.  In  the  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1875, 
the  hope  was  expressed  that  the  rate  per  cent,  of  the  expenses  for  the 
next  fljHcal  year  would  be  materially  less,  but,  as  explained  in  memoran- 
dum No.  0,  a  copy  of  which  is  printed  in  the  appendix,  the  decrease  in 
the  rate  has  not  been  so  great  as  was  anticipated,  on  account  of  the 
iDcrease  in  the  amount  of  express  charges,  resulting  in  part  from  the 
rt'tum  to  the  banks  of  a  much  greater  proportion  of  their  notes  fit  for 
circulation,  and  in  part  ftom  a  slight  increase  in  the  rates  paid  to  the 
expresa  companies. 

The  fact  that  of  the  (176,121,855  assorted,  (97,478,700,  or  more  than 
o5  per  cent.,  consisted  of  notes  fit  for  circulation,  against  11§  per  cent,  in 
the  previous  year,  shows  that  a  marked  improvement  has  taken  place 
in  the  condition  of  the  national-bank  circulation.  The  expenses,  exclu- 
^i  ve  of  express  charges,  increased  only  (3,183.41,  or  about  1^  ^t  cent., 
vhile  the  amount  redeemed  increased,  as  above  stated,  nearly  37  per 
cent. 

The  aggregate  amount  paid  for  transportation  is  likely  to  increase 
doriog  the  currant  fiscal  year,  both  by  reason  of  increased  redemptions 
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and  of  the  increase  iu  the  proportion  of  notes  fit  for  circalation  assorted 
and  returned  to  the  banks  of  issue.  Owing  to  the  reduction  in  the  ap- 
propriation for  salaries,  the  other  expenses  for  the  current  year  wUl 
probably  be  reduced  more  than  $30,000.  The  adiount  expended  for 
salaries  during  the  last  fiscal  year  was  $13,477.06  less  than  the  amount 
appropriated.  This  saving  was  effected  by  reducing  the  fotce  whenever 
it  became  apparent  that  the  work  could  be  done  with  a  smaller  nnmber 
of  clerks.  In  this  way  a  large  part  of  the  reduction  of  force  required 
by  the  diminished  appropriation  was  anticipated. 

In  every  way  in  which  it  could  be  done  with  due  regard  to  safety  and 
efficiency,  the  expenses  have  been  reduced  and  kept  at  the  lowest  point, 
and  those  interested  may  feel  assured  that  in  the  future  the  expenses 
will  be  kept  as  low  as  shall  be  consistent  with  the  proper  working  of 
the  agency,  and,  if  practicable,  below  the  amount  authorized  by  Congress 
to  be  expended. 

Attention  is  especially  invited  to  the  large  proportion  of  notes  of 
failed,  liquidating,  and  reducing  banks  which  have  been  redeemed  by 
the  agency,  constituting  as  they  do  more  than  one-eighth  of  the  aggre- 
gate amount  redeemed.  Banks,  on  making  deposits  of  legal-tenders  for 
the  retirement  of  their  circulating  notes,  are  relieved  from  any  further 
expense  for  their  redemption  if  the  deposit  is  made  for  the  whole  of  their 
circulation ;  or.  if  for  a  part  only,  are  so  relieved  nntil  such  deposit  has 
been  exhausted,  while  insolvent  banks  can  no  longer  be  charged  with 
the  expense  of  redemption.  Their  notes  are,  however,  received  for  re- 
demption mixed  with  other  bank-notes,  and  it  is  neither  practicable  nor 
desirable  to  separate  them  on  the  first  count.  The  agency  is  compelled 
to  redeem  and  pay  for  them  in  the  same  manner  as  for  the  notes  of  other 
banks.  When  they  reach  the  assorting  branch  they  are  sorted  out  and 
deposited  in  the  Treasury,  the  amounts  returning  to  the  credit  of  the 
five  per  cent  fund,  ftom  which  the  payments  for  the  notes  had  been 
made.  The  express  charges  on  these  notes  and  the  expense  of  handling 
them  in  the  agency  are  charged  into  its  general  expense-account,  and 
constitute  a  part  of  the  assessment  levied  upon  the  other  banks.  It 
thus  appears  that  the  banks  which  maintain  their  full  circulation  are 
compelled  to  bear  the  expense  of  transporting  for  redemption,  and  a 
large  part  of  the  expense  of  assorting  the  notes  of  banks  which  have 
failed,  gone  into  voluntary  Uqnidation,  or  made  a  deposit  for  the  purpose 
of  reducing  their  circulation.  The  various  provisions  of  the  Kevised 
Statutes  relating  to  the  redemption  of  notes  of  these  classes,  and  the 
regulations  of  the  Department  thereunder,  provide  that  they  shall  be 
redeemed  by  the  United  States.  So  far  as  these  notes  are  concerned, 
the  Government  stands  in  the  place  of  the  banks  of  issue,  and  it  is 
respectfully  submitted  that,  having  assumed  their  redemption,  it  should 
relieve  the  banks  which  have  surrendered  none  of  their  circuhition  of 
the  expense  of  transporting  and  assorting  them. 

It  has  been  found  during  the  past  year  that  the  deposit  of  five  per 
cent  of  their  circulation,  required  to  be  maintained  by  the  banks,  has 
been  sufficient  to  enable  the  agency  to  promptly  make  all  redemptions. 
It  aftbrds  this  office  pleasure  to  say  that  the  banks,  with  veiy  few  exoep- 
tions,  have  been  prompt  in  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  law 
and  of  this  office,  made  in  compliance  therewith. 

The  benefits  of  the  redemption  system  are  conspicuous  in  the  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  the  bank  circulation,  and  in  tibe  prevention  of 
that  unhealthy  accumulation  of  bank-notes  in  the  money-centers,  which 
formerly  occurred  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year.  More  important  stiU, 
the  banks  are  being  accustomed  to  active  redemptions  of  their  notes, 
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and  are  reqaired  to  make  constant  and  adequate  provision  therefor. 
When  specie  payments  shall  be  resnmed  some  system  of  redemption 
will  be  inevitable.  It  is  a  matter  for  cbngratnlation  that  a  system  has 
already  been  devised  and  pat  in  operation  which  is  preparing  the  banks 
for  that  event. 

Reference  is  made  to  tables  in  the  appendix  for  statements  more  in 
detail  of  the  operations  of  the  agency. 

RETIREMENT  OF  LEGAL-TENDER  NOTES. 

In  pnrsnance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  January  14, 1875,  providing 
for  the  retirement  of  legal-tender  notes  equal  to  eighty  per  centum  of 
uational-bank  notes  issued,  there  have  been  redeemed  and  destroyed 
notes  to  the  following  amounts : 

la  March,  1875 12,773,100 

April,  1875 1,175,140 

May,  1875 987,760 

Jano^l875 1,292,420 

Total  for  year  ending  June  30, 1875 $6,228,420 

In  July,  1875 11,016,472 

AuflruBt,  1875 ^ 509,400 

September,  1875 304,584 

October,  1875 704,880 

November,  1875 764,472 

Deeember,  1875 644,552 

Jaaiiazyyl876..,.M- : • 554,080 

Febroanr,  1876 329,748 

March,  1876 188,144 

Apri],1876 227,372 

May,  1876 404,208 

June,  1876. ; 351,384 

Total  for  year  ending  June  30, 187C 5,999,296 

Total  retired  from  January  14, 1875,  to  June  30, 1870 12,227,716 

LfRal-tender  notes  outstanding  March  1, 1875 $382,000,000 

l^gal-teoder  notes  retired  as  above 12,227,716 

Leaving  outstanding  June  30, 1876 369,772,284 

SPEAKEB^S  CERTIFICATES. 

The  recommendation  made  in  the  last  annual  report  that  payment  of 
compensation  and  mileage  to  members  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives 
l)e  madej>y  a  disbursing-officer,  tx>  be  designated  and  qualified  for  that 
porpose,  is  for  the  same  reasons  renewed.  As  it  now  stands,  the  Treas- 
orer  is  held  responsible  by  the  auditing-offlcers  for  the  correctness  of 
accounts  which  he  has  no  means  of  verifying,  and  the  payments  of 
which  have  been  made  by  him  under  authority  of  law,  which  expressly 
states  that  the  Speaker's  certificates  shall  be  conclusive  upon  all  depart- 
ments of  the  Oovernment. 

Such  a  change  in  the  manner  of  payment  must  be  authorized  by  a 
law,  the  passage  of  which  it  is  hoped  that  the  honorable  Secretary  will 
recommend. 

CUSTODY  OP  THE  INDIAN  TRTTST-PUNDS. 

By  an  act  approved  Jccne  10, 187G,  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
was  made  the  custodian  of  all  bonds  and  stocks,  or  other  securities 
heretofore  held  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  trust,  for  benefit 
of  certain  Indian  tribes,  and  is  required  to  collect  interest  thereon,  and 
make  all  purchases  and  sales  of  bonds  or  stocks  held  for  this  purpose. 
In  accordance  with  this  .requirement  of  law  there  have  been  transferred 
to  this  oflice,  by  the  Seci  *etary  of  the  Interior,  stocks  and  bonds  to  the 
valoe  of  $4,e81,916.83§,  ;as  shown  in  the  appendix. 
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REDUCTION  OP  POBCE  AND  OF  SALABIES. 

By  act  of  Congress  of  Augast  15,  1876,  the  appropriations  for  tbe 
Treasurer's  Office  were  reduced  in  amount  $135,080,  or  vfrom  $581,890, 
tbe  amount  appropriated  for  the  previous  year,  to  $440,210  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  and  the  force  reduced  in  number  138,  or  from  529  to  391,  to 
take  effect  October  10,  as  follows : 


Eedaction  iu- 


Clerkg  of  tho  fourth  claas 

Clerks  of  the  til inl  clasii 

Clerks  of  tbe  aecond  class 

Clerks  of  the  first  clans 

Clerks  at  $1,000 

Clerks,  oonnters,  and  copyists  at  $900 

HoBsoDgers 

AssiBtaDt  messengom 

Employed  nnder  an  appropriation  of  $30,000,  number  aver- 
ef^e 


TroHsnry 
proper. 


3 
S 
1 
3 


Kational 

Bank 

jRedemptiou 

Ageuoy. 


ToUI 
redaction. 


47 
4 


S3 


83 


0 
9 
34 
9 
8 


3 

9 
I 

19 
!» 

bl 

r> 

22 


5» 


13a 


In  addition  to  this  reduction  of  force,  reduction  was  made  in  the 
salaries  of  most  of  the  principal  ofiScers. 


Offloen. 


Tr««ai2r6r 

Asaistant  treasurer — 

Cashier 

Anifltaat  cashier 

Chiefs  of  dWisioii 

Chief  clerk 

Teller 

Tellers 

Assistant  tellers 

Do 

Frincinil  hook- keepers 

AasUtant  book-keepers 


I 


$6,S0O 
3,800 
3,800 
3,300 
9.700 
9,700 
9,700 
9,600 
9,350 
9,900 
9,600 
9,900 
9»900 


$6,000 
3.600 
3,600 
3,900 
3,500 
9,500 
9.500 
9,500 
9,950 
9l000 
9.500 
9,400 
9,400 


I 

o 

0 


$:>no 

*J00 
900 
30() 

SXM) 

eoo 

100 
100 
fiU) 
100 
11)0 
100 


The  reduction  in  salaries  in  the  case  of  these  ofBcers,  twenty-two  iu 
number,  amounting  to  $3,900. 

It  is  not  presumed  that  any  person  familiar  with  the  labor  and  respon- 
sibility devolving  upon  this  office  will  assert  that  the  salaries  that  were 
curtailed  were  in  any  of  these  cases  too  high.  In  the  reports  of  Treas- 
urer Spinner,  he  has  frequently  contended  that  the  salaries  attached  to 
th  ese  positions  were  inadequate  to  the  services  rendered,  and  has  urgeil 
an  increase  beyond  those  amounts  from  which  reductions  have  been 
made.  The  necessity  of  employing  those  only  that  are  competent  and 
trustworthy  in  the  handling  and  oare  of  the  moneys  of  the  Government, 
that  are  at  all  times  to  immense  amounts  in  the  possession  of  this  office, 
and  in  the  keeping  of  its  accounts,  will  assuredly  justify  the  Treasurer 
in  asking  that  salaries  be  allowed  to  the  employes  somewhat  commen- 
surate with  their  responsibilities  and  the  talent  they  must  possess* 
Upon  the  Assistant  Treasurer  there  are  devolved  important  duties,  ho 
being  necessarily  empowered  to  act  for  the  Treasurer  at  all  times ;  the 
Superintendent  of  the  National  Bank  Redemption  Agency,  the  cashier, 
the  assistant  casbi^i  osk^  nearly  all  of  the  chiefs  pf  qiTilsions  have  each 
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in  their  care  moneys  aud  securities  in  amounts  far  greater  than  are  in 
the  vaults  of  banks  of  the  first  class ;  yet  the  pay  allowed  to  them  is 
below  that  of  officers  of  banks  of  a  lower  class.  No  one  not  an  incum- 
bent of  an  office  like  this,  it  is  believed,  can  rightly  estimate  its  cares 
and  responsibilities ;  whoever  he  may  be,  he  is  of  course  dependent,  to 
a  great  extent,  for  his  own  pecuniary  safety  and  that  of  the  Govem- 
meut  upon  the  fidelity  and  competency  of  his  subordinates.  An  expe- 
rience of  some  thirteen  years  in  this  office,  in  various  capacities,  enables 
the  present  incumbent  to  speak  somewhat  understandiugly  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  and  he  feels  that  he  cannot  too  strongly  urge,  not  only  that 
a  restoration  be  made  of  salaries  to  the  rates  paid  previously  to  the  cur- 
rent year,  but  that  justice  requires  that  an  increase  be  made  in  some 
cages)  so  that  capable  and  faithful  persons  may  be  retained  in  the 
important  positions  of  the  office.  , 

to  the  numerous  officers  and  employ6Si  over  five  hundred  in  number, 
the  great  majority  of  whom  were  engaged  in  the  handling  of  money, 
and  the  remainder  in  keeping  the  accounts  of  the  moneys  held  in  this 
and  other  offices,  it  is  proper  that  acknowledgment  should  here  be  made 
of  the  great  fidelity  with  which  they  have  discharged  their  trusts  during 
the  past  year,  under  the  able  administration  of  the  late  Treasurer. 

The  reductions  made  by  law  in  the  force  of  the  office  have  caused 
some  embarrassment  in  its  administration,  it  becoming  necessary  to 
ilis|)ense  with  the  services  of  clerks  whose  services  were  valuable  and 
were  needed,  and  whose  places  it  is  necessary  to  supply  by  extra  work 
of  those  retained,  or  by  transfer  to  those  places  of  others  who  coAld  not 
well  be  spared  from  other  duties* 

The  work  of  the  female  counters  of  this  office  is  being  decreased  by 
the  non-issue  of  fractional  currency,  and  the  reduction  which  will  there- 
fore occur  in  the  amounts  presented  for  redemption ;  so  that  it  is  prob- 
able that  it  will  be  found  that  the  number  now  appropriated  for  will,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months,  be  sufficient  for  the  work  they  will  have  to 
do.  Application  the  most  diligent,  and)  the  Treasurer  is  bound  to 
acknowledge,  the  most  cheerful  on  the  part  of  all  employes  of  the  office, 
is  required  in  order  that  the  work  may  be  kept  up. 

The  large  reduction,  56  in  a  total  of  152,  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
force  of  the  National  Bank  Redemption  Agency,  was  not  in  fact  a  redne- 
tion  to  that  extent  in  the  actual  force  of  this  branch,  there  being  on  the 
rolls  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  129  persons  odly,  or  23  less  than  the 
namber  authorized  by  law  to  be  employed.  For  the  present  fiscal  year 
the  number  asked  for  by  this  office  was  114,  but  appropriation  was  made 
for  96  only  from  the  10th  of  October.  Whether  this  number  will  be 
saffident  for  the  work  of  the  agency  is  very  doubtful,  and  cannot  yet 
he  certainly  determined,  as  the  Unction  has  taken  effect  but  recently^ 
and  at  a  season  when  its  business  is  comparatively  light. 

WOBK  OF  ^HE  OFVIOE* 

With  the  exception  of  the  decrease  above  referred  to  in  the  issue  and 
redemption  of  fractional  currency,  the  work  of  the  office  has  not  been 
decreaised,  but  has  in  some  particulars  been  increased,  so  that  the  fuU 
force,  diligently  employed,  is  required  to  transact  its  business  with  cer- 
tainty and  dispatch. 
Beqpectfally  submitted* 

A.  U.  WYMAN, 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
HoQ«  Lot  M.  Mobbill, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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REPORT  OP  THE  REGISTER  OP  THE  TREASURY. 

Tbeasuby  Depabtment, 

Registeb's  Office, 

I^ovember  13, 187C. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  in  detail  of  the 
bnsiness  transacted  in  the  several  divisions  of  this  office  dnring  the 
fiscal  year  ended  on  the  30th  of  Jane  last. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  reports  that  the  worl^  performed 
in  one  division,  to  wit,  that  of  loans,  has  increased  considerably  over 
tiliat  of  the  last  year.  In  three  other  divisions,  to  wit,  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures, note  and  poupon,  and  tonnage,  there  has  been  no  material 
change,  bat  in  the  fractional  currency  division  the  work  has  decreased, 
and  we  may  expect  that,  unless  a  farther  issue  of  fractional  currency 
should  be  ordered,  the  work  will  continue  to  decline. 

By  the  late  act  of  Oongress  making  appropriations  for  the  Treasury 
Department  the  number  of  clerks  in  this  office  was  largely  reduced, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  tlie  reduction  was  too  great,  and  there  is  danger 
that  the  public  business  will  suffer  from  delay  in  certain  divisions.  In  * 
the  estimate  submitted  for  this  office  for  the  next  fiscal  year  I  have, 
therefore,  deemed  it  to  be  proper  to  estimate  for  two  additional  clerks 
in  each  of  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  classes. 

This  office,'  as  you  are  aware,  has  charge  of  the  books  in  which  the 
accounts  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Government  are  kept. 
The  loan  division  has  diarge  of  the  books  containing  the  accounts  of 
bonds  issued  and  the  accounts  kept  with  the  parties  owning  regis- 
tered bonds,  and  makes  up  the  quarterly  and  semi-annual  schedules 
upon  which  interest  is  paid. 

These  two  divisions  require  a  superior  class  of  clerks  to  perform  the 
important  and  very  responsible  duties  devolving  upon  them,  and  should 
command  the  highest  order  of  clerical  ability.  It  is  in  the  interest  of 
the  public  service  that  I  recommend  an  increase  of  six  clerks,  in  order 
that  the.  work  be  performed  with  promptitude  and  with  satisfactory  ac- 
curacy. 

By  the  act  above  referred  to,  the  office  of  Deputy  Register  and  that  of 
disbursing-clerk  were  abolished,  thus  adding  a  large  amount  of  work  to 
the  labors  of  the  Register  ana  Assistant  Register.  I  believe  I  may 
claim  for  my  assistant  and  for  myself  that  neither  of  us  is  disposed  to 
shrink  from  performing  all  the  work  that  he  is  able  to  perform,  but  in  this 
office  there  is  more  work  to  be  performed  daUy  than  should  be  imposed 
upon  two  persons,  had  they  no  other  executive  duties  devolving  upon 
them.  I  therefore  suggest  that  the  office  of  disbursing-clerk  be  re- 
stored,, and  that  he  be  empowered  to  act  as  assistant  chief  clerk  of 
the  bureau.  It  will  add  but  little  to  the  expense  now  incurred,  because 
a  clerk  will  have  to  be  detailed  to  p»erform  the  duties  of  disbursing- 
clerk.  The  disbursing-clerk,  if  authorized  to  act  as  assistant  chief  clerk, 
could  relieve  the  Register  and  the  Assistant  Register  of  much  labor  in 
signing  papers  that  now  have  to  be  signed  by  either  the  Register  or 
assistant 

I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  efficiency  and  devotion  to 
their  duties  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  associated  with  me  in  the  admin- 
istrative duties  of  the  bureau,  and  to  the  general  good  conduct  of  the 
clerks  and  other  employes. 
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LOAN  BIYISIOX,  HARTWELL  JENISON,  CHIEF  OF  DITISION. 


TbA  total  samlier  of  coapoa  and  registend  bonda  iasaed  was 171,135 

The  total  number  canceled 1 903»1^ 

Amount  of  registered  and  coapon  bonds  issued  iras  as  foUows : 

Original  iasoe $116,506,300 

CoopoQ  bonds  eonTerted  into  registered • 19,907,  KiO 

Tnuiafers  of  registered  stock 137,366»8I» 

Total  issned 273,780,312 

Total  amonnt  of  coupon  and  registered  bonds  canceled  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Coopon  bonds  exchanged  for  registered $19,907,  ir»0 

Begwtered  bonds  transferred 137.336,CGii 

Actnal  redemptions  of  coupon  and  registered  bonds,  (as  per  records  of  this 

office) 100,731,150 

Total  canceled 317,975,168 

Amonnt  <rf  canceled  conjion  bonds  entered  npon  numerical  registers,  and 
turned  07er  to  committees  for  destruction $116,056,700 

The  Tanlt-accoont  shows  that  there  was  on  hand  Jnlj  1, 1875,  Indudibg 
bonds  in  hands  of  European  agent • $596,060,750 

Amount  received  during  the  year : 

Coupon  bonds 55,600,000 

Registered  bonds 164,862,500 

Registered  bonds,  (Genera  award  bond) 9,617,000 

Discdot  Columbia  3.65  funding  bonds 5,210,000 

Total 831,356,250 

Amonnt  issued  during  year : 

Orapon  bonds $101,987,350 

Registered  bonds 155,498,712 

District  Colnpibia  3.65  bonds  delivered  to  commissioners  of  sinking  Aind .        6, 294, 250 

Remaining  on  hand  July  1, 1876 : 

Coupon  bonds 39,803,750 

Registered  bonds 514,427,950 

District  Columbia  3.65  funding  bonds 3,343,750 

Add  difference  of  $1,000  Pacific  Railroad  bond  used  for  fractional  issue 

of  $518 4a^ 

Total 831,356,250 

The  amonnt  issned  dnring  tbe  present  fiscal  jenr  was  some  $102,000,- 
000  more  than  in  the  preceding  year,  and  the  number  of  bonds  nearly 
doable,  making  a  daily  average  of  abont  570  bonds  and  9912,000. 
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NOTE  AND  COUPON  DIVISION,  LEWIS  D.  MOORE,  CHIEP  OP  DIVISION. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  clerical  force  of  this  diviAion  con- 
sisted of  Ibrty-foor  clerks,  twelve  males  and  thirty-two  females,  and  one 
messenger. 

The  whole  number  of  clerks  employed  during  the  year  was  fifty,  four- 
teen males  and  thirty-six  females. 

The  average  number  of  clerks  per  month  was  forty-seven,  thirteen 
males  and  thirty-four  females. 

The  following  consolidated  statement  exhibits  the  character  and 
amount  of  work  performed  by  the  division  during  the  fiscal  vear  ending 
June  30, 1876. 

SiaUment  of  redeemed^  exchanged,  and  transferred  bonds,  with  coupons  attached,  the  same 
having  been  examined,  registered,  schedmed,  and  delivered  to  destruction  committee. 


Aathorizing  aet. 


Xamber  of 

bondA. 


Februiry  25, 1882 

MAreh3,1864,(10-«)a) 

Ilmrch3,1865 

July  14, 1070,  and  JaDoary  90, 1871 


Total. 


101,667 

«,107 

30,535 

25.935 


224,234 


Total  amount. 


ConpoDB  at- 
tacbe4l. 


$86,538,850 

1.901,700 

9,302,600 

22,119,900 


119,861,050 


$2,  nSS.  063 
235,132 
709,590 
739,600 


4,336,385 


Statement  of  Dreasury-notes,  interest  ooin<ihecks,  and  certificates  counted,  assorted,  arranged, 

registered,  and  examined. 


Koteit  inteiMt  coln-cliecka,  and 
oertiflcatM. 

Anthorixing  act 

Nnmber  of 
pieces. 

Total  amount 

One  and  two  years'  5  per  centa ... 
Three  Tears*  6  ner  cMita 

March  3, 1863 

299 

1,630 

136 

40,663 

13,909 

9.199 

19.480  00 

Harcb  3;  1863,  and  Jane  30, 1664 

June  30, 1864.  and  March  3, 1865 

March  3, 1663 

42,650  00 

18,850  00 

94.602.300  00 

Three  years*  7  340  per  oenta 

Coin^ertifloates 

CoReBcy  certificates  of  deposit. . . 
G<Mn^slieeks,  (regtatered  Interest). 

JnneS,  1872 

116.133.000  00 

July  14, 1870,  and  Jannary  90, 1871. . . 

6,095^833  80 

TMal 

65^432 

218,903,713  80 

Of  coupons  detached  from  notes  and  bonds  there  were  counted,  as- 
sorted,  and  arranged  numerically,  3,955,669;  registered,  4,205,310;  ex- 
amined and  compared,  4,246,175. 

NOT£  AND  FBACtlONAIrOtmBENOY  DIVISION,  CHABLES  NEALE,  CHIEF 

OP  DIVISION. 

Statement  showing  the  number  of  notes  and  amount  of  United  States  notes,  nationaUhank 
notes,  and  fractional  currency  examined,  counted,  canceled,  and  destroyed  for  the  year 
ending  June  20, 1876. 


CaitedSUtea  notes: 

Keir  Issue 

Series  1880 

Series  1674 

Series  1875 

BsBiBBd'iiotes 

^^tteuO-baiik  notes 

naetioaal  currency : 

Fhstiasae 

Second  issoe..  ............. 

Third  iaaiw 

2)Dqrth  issue 

Fourth  issue,  second  series. 

Fourth  issue,  third  ssries. 

Finh 


Total 


Number  of 
notes. 

AsMMini 

1,133,078 

14.582,851 

6,711.113 

512.179 

235 

31,505 

200,764 

134,409 

504,090 

16,544.000 

1, 406. 400 

8,728,700 

IH  968. 000 

$10, 070, 990 

70,197,851 

15,769,011 

1,093,600 

1,640 

950,000 

32,065 

91,350 

119.078 

9;  798, 670 

703,900 

.   4,364.350 

96^  107, 470 

905^457.094 

134,047,495 

848 
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TONNAGE  DIVISION,  NEWEL  B.  WALKEB,  CHIEF  OF  DIVISION. 

Tho  total  tonnage  of  the  c6nntry  exhibits  a  decrease  of  574,274  tons, 
the  registered  tonnage  having  increased  38,993  tons,  the  licensed  ton- 
nage (under  20  tons)  318  tons,  while  the  enrolled  tonnage  has  decreased 
613,585  tons : 

The  actual  decrease  is  believed  to  be  about  583,611  tons,  this  amoant 
being  the  excess  of  the  losses  over  the  gains  during  the  year. 

The  aggregate  has  been  reduced  by  corrections  of  the  balances  re- 
ported outstanding,  and  by  dropping  canal-boat  tonuaee  exempt  under 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  April  18, 1874;  from  uie  latter  cause, 
about  600,000  tons,  and  from  the  former,  about  8,000  tons. 

Below  are  given  the  totals  of  the  last  two  years,  divided  into  regis- 
tered and  enrolled  and  licensed  tonnage : 


• 

1875. 

1876. 

Vesaelt. 

TOOB. 

Vesseto. 

Tout. 

Kei^iiitered 

3,981 
39,304 

1,553.838 
3.899,904 

3.000 
39,935 

1.598.831 

Enrolletland  IlceuttoU 

3;  086, 637 

Total 

32,385 

4.853,733 

85,934 

4.879.456 

The  comparison  of  the  different  classes  of  vessels  is  as  follows 


SaiUDg'TMMlS 

Steam-veiuela 

Canal-boAtA « 

liargea .• 

Total.... 


1875. 


VeMola. 


18,354 
4,835 

7,808 
1. 


33,385 


Tona. 


3.584.910 

1,168.666 

709,996 

390.156 


4,853,733 


1876. 


Veaaala. 


18.357 
4.330 
1.581 
1.776 


85.934 


Tooa. 


8,606.691 

1.173,379 

117,706 

360^687 


4,379,458 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  the  sailing-tonnage  has  in- 
creased 23,781  tons  and  the  steam-tonnage  3,704  tons,  while  the  canal- 
boat  tonna^  has  decreased  592,288  tons  and  the  barge-tonnage  9,471 
tons. 

The  proportiou  of  the  sxuling-tonnage  registered  is  nearly  54  per  cent- 
nm,  of  the  steam-tonnage  nearly  16  per  centum.. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  class,  numl)er,  and  tonnage  of  the 
vessels  bailt  during  the  last  two  fiscal  years : 


—     .... ._.  f 

SaUiDK-TMMU . . . 
Stoam-veaaola .... 

<;aoal-boata 

bar};eH 

ToUl 


1875. 


1876. 


Veaaela. 

Tona. 

Veaaela. 

Tona. 

383 

63 

118 

306,884 

63,460 

6.515 

31.780 

606 
XI8 

88 
48 

118,673 

69.853 

3.111 

13.551 

1,301 

397,639 

1,113 

M3.S0G 

REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY. 


349 


From  the  foregoing  it  appears  that  the  amoant  built  daring  the  past 
year  was  less  bv  94,053  tons  than  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  tonnage  boilt  during  the  last  two  years  in  the  several  grand  divis- 
ions  of  the  countiy  is  shown  below : 


AtiiBtic  and  Golf  couU. 

Paeiflooout.. 

XorthernUkes 

VMtcniriTen 


ToUl 


187a 

1876. 

• 

Veaaels. 

Tons. 

VcwoU 

Tons. 

893 

70 

177 

161 

231,045 
13. 429 
89,871 
83,S94 

736 
103 
140 
134 

147.003 
16,833 
16,124 
33.636 

1.301 

297,639 

1.112 

203. 586 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  iron  tonnage  built  in  the  country 
fiinoel868: 


1868. 

1800. 

1870. 

1871. 

1873. 

1873. 

1874. 

.  1K75. 

1876. 

fiilHiiTTfiMrti ' 

1.030 
3,545 

4.584 

679 
7.603 

8,067 
13,413 

StMfli'TMMls 

2,801 

12.766 

26.548 

33,097 

21.632 

21,346 

Total 

2,801 

8,281 

15^470 

12.766 

26,548 

33.097 

21.632 

21.346 

Tables  showing  the  amount  of  iron  tonnage  outstandin|^  will  be  found 
iu  the  appendix  to  the  Report  on  Commerce  and  Navigation. 

THE  FISHERIES. 

The  tonnage  engaged  in  the  fisheries  during  the  last  two  years  is  as 
follows: 


Oi  asd  maekerel  flaheriea 
Whafe-flaheriea 


1875. 


18T6. 


Veaaeb. 


2.188 
165 


Tods. 


M,306 
38.229 


Veaacls. 


2,963 
171 


Tods. 


14.7,172 
39.165 


Below  is  shown  the  amount  of  tonnage  employed  iu  the  cod  and 
mackerel  fisheries,  with  the  per  centum  of  each  State : 


SUtea. 


Tonoage. 


VaiDa 

Kew  HanpaUre. 


Bhodalaland 
Conoaetieat . 

Kew 


York 


I*HuM|>'lTaai* . 
Calllbnla 


Total 


2:2,215 

1.143 

110.400 

4.080 

4^190 

16 

1.623 


Per  ceo  t 


145. 172 


l.'i.S 
0.7 

7(iul 
1.0 
2.8 
2.8 


LI 


This  shows  an  increase  of  about  80  per  cent  during  the  year. 
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The  tonnage  employed  in  the  whole  flsheries  is  given  below 


CuBtoms-dlBtriotfl. 


Baro8Uble,Mi 

Sd£rartowii,liUM 

New  Bedford,  Maw 

New  London,  Conn.  |  gj|^^' 

SanFimnciaoo 


Totel 


1675. 


YetaelB. 


19 
3 

137 
13 

1 
3 


165 


Tons. 


1,804 

770 

33,474 

1,043 
106 
133 


38,338 


1876. 


YeaieU 


31 

3 

133 

13 
1 
3 


171 


Tons. 


3,036 

333 

34,615 

1,943 

106 

133 


38,165 


Of  the  above,  over  88.3  per  cent,  belongs  at  Kew  Bedford. 
Fuller  tables,  showing  tiio  various  classes  of  tonnage,  will  be  found 
in  the  appendix  to  this  report. 


1,614 


5,418 


DIVISION  OF  BBOEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES,  J.  H.  BEATTY,  GHIEF  OF 

DIVISION. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  work  of  this  division  for  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1876 : 

The  number  of  warranta  registered  daring  the  year  for  oivili  diplomatic,  mie- 
oellaneous,  internal  revenue,  and  publi&46bt  expenditures  and  repayments 
was f^.**.« S4,836 

In  the  preceding  year 22,259 

Increase /.... • 2,577 

The  number  of  wamnits  registered  for  receipts  ttom  oostoms,  lands,  internal 

rcYcnue,  direct  tax,  and  miscellaneous  sourpes  was , 11, 428 

In  the  preceding  year 13,156 

Decrease 1,728 

The  number  of  warrants  registered  for  payments  and  repayments  in  the  War, 

Navy,  and  Interior  (Pension  and  Indian)  Departments  was 10, 950 

In  the  preceding  year 19,564 

Decrease 

The  number  of  drafts  registered  was 34,628 

In  the  preceding  year 40,046 

Decrease 

The  number  of  journal  pases  required  for  the  entry  of  accounts  relating 
to  the  civil,  diplomatic,  Internal  revenue,  miscellaneous,  and  publio-debt 
receipts  and  expenditures  was 5,138 

In  the  preceding  year 4,558 

Increase 680 

The  number  of  certificates  famished  for  settlement  of  accounts  was  •    12, 304 

In  the  preceding  year 14,972 

Decrease 2,668 

The  number  of  accounts  received  ftom  the  First  and  Fifth  Auditors  and  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  was 26, 368 

In  the  preceding  year 23,538 

Increase 4,830 

In  the  appendix  mil  be  found  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 

Sinditares  of  the  Government,  as  required  by  the  standing  order  of  the 
ease  of  Representatives  of  December  30|  1701,  and  section  237  of  the 
Revised  Statutes ;  also,  statements  of  the  amount  of  money  expended, 
and  number  of  persons  employed,  and  the  occupation  and  salary  of 
each  person  at  each  custom-house,  as  required  by  section  258  of  the 
Revised  Statutes. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  ALLISON,  Regiiier. 
Hon.  Lot  M.  Mobbill, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 
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BEPORT  OP  THE  SOLIGITOE  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

Department  op  Justice, 
Office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 

WasMngtoUy  D.  0.,  November  20, 1876. 

Bm :  I  have  the  honor  to  trausmit  herewith  seven  tabular  statementSi 
exhibiting  the  amount,  charactery  and  results  of  the  litigation  under  the 
direction  of  this  office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1876,  so  far  as 
the  same  are  shown  by  the  reports  received  from  the  United  ot<ites  at- 
torneys for  the  several  districts. 

These  tables  embrace,  respectively : 

1.  Suits  on  custom-house  bonds. 

2.  Suits  on  transcripts  of  accounts  of  defaulting  prfblic  officers,  except- 
ing those  of  the  Post-Office  Department  ady  usted  by  the  accounting-offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury  Department. 

3.  Post-office  suits,  embracing  those  against  officers  of  the  Post-Office 
Department^  and  cases  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  for  violation 
of  tue  postal  laws. 

L  Suits  for  the  recovery  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  under  the 
castoms-revenue  and  navigation  laws. 

6.  Suits  against  collectors  of  customs  and  other  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  refund  of  duties  and  acts  done  in  the  line  of  their  official 
duty. 

6.  Suits  in  which  the  United  States  is  interested,  not  embraced  in  the 
other  classes. 

7.  A  general  summary  or  abstract  of  all  the  other  tables. 

An  examination  of  this  summary  will  show  that  the  whole  number  of 
salts  commenced  within  the  year  was ,  of  which — 

316wdreof  oUaslJorthexeooveryof $1,543,659  *J7 

175weroof  cla09  2,fortherepoyei7of 1,296,616  06 

149  were  of  class  3,  for  the  recovery  of 663,071  14 

196  were  of  class  4, for  the  recovery  of.. 243,337  49 

501  were  of  class  6 

1,000  were  of  class  6,  for  the  recovery  of 3,262,674  81 

Making  a  total  sued  for,  as  reported,  of 7,001,358  77 

Of  the  whole  number  of  suits  brought,  651  were  decided  in  favor  of 
the  United  States,  25  were  adversely  decided,  294  were  settled  and  dis- 
missed ;  in  4,  penalties  were  remitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
leaving  1,365  still  pending. 

Of  those  pending  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  358  were  decided 
for  the  United  States,  49  were  decided  adversely,  684  were  settled  and 
dismissed ;  and  in  8,  penalties  were  remitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

The  entire  number  of  suits  decided  or  otherwise  disposed  of  during 
the  year  was  2,073 :  the  whole  amount  for  which  judgments  were  ob- 
tained, exclusive  of  decrees  in  rem^  was  $1,760,821.93 ;  and  the  entire 
amount  collected  from  all  sources  was  $868,198.41. 

THE  SEGBET-SEBVICE  DIVISION. 

I  present  herewith  the  report  of  James  J.  Brooks,  Esq.,  Chief  of  the 
Secret-Service  Division,  showing  the  operations  of  the  force  under  his 
control  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 
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Instractious  were  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under 
date  of  August  28,  ISTG,  revoking  the  instructions  of  that  Department 
placing  the  special  agents  of  the  Treasury  appointed  under  the  provis- 
ions of  section  2649  of  the  Kevised  Statutes  under  the  direction  of  the 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  and  requiring  said  special  agents  thereafter- 
wards  to  act  under  the  direction  of  the  Supervising  Special  Agent,  sub- 
ject to  the  orders  of  the  Secretary.  I  beg  leave  resi)ectfully  to  advise 
that  the  oversight  and  direction  of  the  Secret^Service  Division  is  a  serv- 
ice more  inconsistent  with  the  ^neral  duties  and  functions  of  this  ofl9ce 
than  the  direction  of  the  sx>ecial  agents  of  which  it  has  been  relieved. 
Besides  the  fact  that  the  special  agents  are  appointed  to  make  exam- 
ination of  the  books,  papers,  and  accounts  of  tiie  collectors  and  other 
officers  of  the  customs,  and  to  be  employed  in  the  detection  and  preven- 
tion of  frauds  on  the  customs-revenue,  a  service  intimately  connected 
with  the  legal  functions  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  there  is  a  spe- 
cial statute  (section  37G,  Be  vised  Statutes)  which  requires  the  Solicitor 
of  the  Treasury,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
to  take  cognizance  of  all  frauds  or  attempted  frauds  upon  the  revenue, 
and  to  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  the  measures  for  their  pre* 
vention  and  detection. 

The  special  agents  are  employed  in  discovering  unpaid  debts  and 
claims  for  forfeitures  and  penalties  arising  under  the  customs-revenue 
service.  Their  investigations  culminate  in  settlements  submitted  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Solicitor,  or  in  suits  and  proceedings  conducted  under 
his  supervision,  and  of  which  he  is  required  to  keep  a  complete  record. 
But  the  Secret- Service  Division  are  employed  in  detecting  and  bringing 
to  punishment  crimes  with  which,  as  such,  the  Solicitor  has  nothing  to 
do,  and  in  making  preparation  for  prosecutions,  in  directing  which  the 
Solicitor  has  no  discretion.  He  has  no  record  of  these  prosecutions, 
and  can  .only  give  instructions  in  reference  to  their  management  and 
disposition  through  the  Attomey-Ctoneral,  to  whose  oversight  the 
several  district  attorneys  are  subject,  as  to  the  general  criminal  pro- 
ceedings instituted  by  them.  To  avoid  unnecessary  complication  and 
circuity,  and  to  make  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  more  exclusively 
than  he  now  is  the  lawot&cev  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  service  devolving 
upon  him  of  collecting  by  legal  proceedings  the  debts  due  to  the 
Government,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Secret-Service 
Division  be  placed  under  the  direction  of  its  chief,  subject  to  the  orders 
of  the  Attorney-General. 

LAW  QUKSXIONS  BKFOBK  ACOOUNTING-OFFICKUS  OF  THIS  TKKA6UBY. 

Section  191  of  the  Revised  Statutes  provides : 

Tbe  balaooos  which  may  from  time  to  time  be  Btatod  by  the  Auditor  and  certified  to 
the  ^eads  of  Departments  by  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  or  the  Comptrollers  of  tbe 
Treasury,  upon  the  settlement  of  public  accounts,  shall  not  be  subject  to  be  ohaaio^ed 
or  modified  l>y  the  heads  of  Departmontu,  but  shall  be  conclusive  upon  the  execntivo 
branch  of  the  GoTernment,  and  lie  subject  to  revision  only  by  Congres8  or  tbe  proper 
courta.  The  head  of  the  proper  Department,  before  fticning  a  warrant  for  any  l>alaneo 
certified  to  him  by  a  Comptroller,  may,  however,  submit  to  such  Comptroller  any  facts 
in  his  Judgment  affecting  the  correctness  of  such  balance,  but  the  decision  of  tbe 
Comptroller  thereon  shalibe  final  and  conclusive,  as  hereinbefore  provided. 

As  all  claims  against  the  Government  are  required  to  be  stated  as 
balances  of  accounts,  the  language  of  this  section  seems  to  give  the 
Comptrollers  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  a  dis- 
cretion from  the  exercise  of  which  there  can  be  no  apx)ea1,  except  to 
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Cougress  or  tbe  proper  courts,  in  all  claims  agaiust  the  United  States 
i-eqoired'to  bo  certified  by  the  Auditor  to  those  officers.  It  is  evident 
that  the  Treasury  Department  has  not  in  its  practice  regarded  this  stat- 
ate  as  conferring  such  an  absolute  and  final  authority,  for  the  Ck)mp* 
troUers  of  the  Treasury  have,  since  the  passage  of  the  act  above  referred 
to,  (March  30, 1868,)  repeatedly  re-opened  accounts  and  re-adjusted  bal* 
ances  stated  by  them,  and  a  former  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  Hon. 
George  S.  Boutwell,  (November  13, 1871,)  issued  printed  instructions  of 
the  following  purport : 

In  cMes  "where  a  claim  or  nccount  against  tlie  United  States  has  been  esamlnod  and 
a  dedBion  made  thereon  by  the  proper  accountin*^  officers,  I  request  that  no  such  csise 
fthall  be  re-opened  except  upon  application  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  and  by  hU 
directiOA  in  writing. 

This  instruction,  assuming  for  the  Secretary  the  right  to  change  or 
modify  the  settlement  of  a  public  account  made  by  the  Commissioner 
or  Comptroller,  seems  entirely  to  ignore  the  provisions  of  the  statute, 
which  declares  that  ^^  the  balances  certified  upon  the  public  accounts 
shall  not  be  subject  to  be  changed  or  modified  by  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ments,  but  shall  be  conclusive  upon  the  executive  branch  of  the  Gov- 
efnment."  It  may  be  that  Congress  never  intended  to  confer  upon  the 
head  of  a  bureau  a  larger  discretion  in  the  matter  of  the  settlement  of 
accounts  than  is  conferred  upon  the  head  of  the  Department  itself; 
for  there  is  no  statute  restraining  a  head  of  Department  from  revising 
a  decision  of  himself  or  his  predecessor,  except  in  cases  of  decisions  giving 
a  construction  of  a  statute  imposing  customs  duties ;  and  only  a  practice, 
foanded  upon  legal  and  judicial  opinion,  which  forbids  such  revision,  ex- 
cept incases  of  error  of  computation,  or  upon  newly-discovered  evidence. 
But  whatever  may  have  been  the  intention  of  Congress,  the  scoiie  and 
meaning  of  the  language  they  adopted  to  express  it  is  too  plain  to  be 
misunderstood. 

If  the  statute  remains  unrepealed,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  some 
of  the  mischief  which  may  result  from  its  observance  may  be  avoided 
by  requiring  that  whenever  the  settlement  of  an  account  against  the 
Government,  the  balance  of  which  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  or 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  is  required  to  certify,  involves  a  question  of 
law  or  the  construction  of  a  statute,  if  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Gommis- 
^doIler  or  Comptrollers,  before  deciding  the  account,  to  submit  such  ques- 
tion to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  directed  to  take  the  opiu- 
iou  of  the  Attorney-General,  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  or  some  other 
officer  of  the  Law  Department  designated  by  the  Attorney-General,  upon 
tbe  same.  There  is  already  a  statute  permitting  such  reference  to  the 
De^urtment  of  Justice.  (Sec.  361  Bev.  Stat.)  It  is  only  necessary  to 
supplement  the  statute  by  a  regulation  of  the  Treasury  Department 
making  the  reference  in  the  cases  above  mentioned  imperative. 

LIMITATION  OF  SUITS  ON  OFFICIAL  AND  OTHER  BONDS  GIVEN  TO  THE 

UNITED  STATES. 

Much  loss  has  resulted  to  the  Government,  and  grievous  hardship  and 
iojostice  have  been  suffered  by  citizens,  through  an  unwarrantable  delay 
in  adjusting  the  accounts  of  public  officers,  whose  official  good  conduct 
the  law  requires  to  be  secured  by  bonds  with  sufficient  sureties,  and  the 
accounts  of  contractors  with  the  Government  whose  contracts  are  secured 
by  similar  bonds.  Sureties  who  were  amply  responsible  at  the  time 
their  obligations  were  undertaken,  and  remained  so  until  after  the 

23  Ab 
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indebtedness  of  their  principal  was  incarred,  in  some  cases  die  without 
estate,  in  other  cases  become  insolvent,  and  when  the  Oovemment,  after 
years  of  improvident  delay,  seeks  to  avail  itself  of  tiie  secoiity  of  its  con- 
tracts, it  can  find  no  property  to  satisfy  its  jadgments,  and  is  compelled 
to  compromise  them  for  inconsiderable  sums  or  lose  them  altogether. 

The  hardship  of  the  public  debtor  is  still  greater.  By  the  lapse  of 
time  alone  the  amount  of  his  obligation  has  been  greatly  enhanced. 
He  signed  the  contract  on  the  faith  of  the  credit  of  his  principal  and 
co-sureties,  and  of  the  remedy  the  law  gave  him  upon  tliem  for  re-im- 
bnrsement  or  contribution.  After  a  capricious  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  enforce  its  remedies,  he  suddenly  finds  himself  sued 
upon  a  contract  which  he  had  supposed  fully  performed  by  his  princi- 
pal, and  all  his  property  exposed  to  be  taken  to  satisfy  a  judgment 
which,  through  the  death  of  his  principal  or  of  witnesses,  or  through 
the  laches  of  the  Government,  he  can  no  longer  defend  against  nor 
rdieve  himself  from  by  indemnity  or  contribution.  The  Government 
haa  consented  to  a  rule  of  limitation  in  several  cases  of  indebtedness 
to  itself,  thereby  waiving  its  prerogative  of  sovereignty.  I  suggest  the 
expediency  of  limiting  the  bringing  of  suits  against  sureties  upon  the 
ofl9cial  bonds  of  public  officers,  and  upon  bonds  to  secure  contracts  with 
the  Government,  so  that  no  such  suits  shall  be  brought  unless  the 
accounts  of  such  officers  or  contractors  be  adjusted  and  the  balances 
stated,  with  notice  to  the  principal  and  sureties  within  three  years,  and 
the  suits  are  commenced  within  five  years  from  the  time  the  indebted- 
ness accrued. 

XME ICETHOD  OF  TAKING  WRITTEN  TESTDIONT  OF  WITNESSES  TOUCHING 
CLAIMS  AND  ACG0T7NTS  AGAINST  THE  UNITED  STATES  FBESISNTED  TO 
THE  DEFAETMENTS  OB  BUBEAUS. 

The  practice  of  deciding  claims  against  the  United  States  by  the  heads 
of  Departments  and  of  bureaus  and  by  the  accounting-officers  of  the 
I^reasury,  upon  ex-parte  affidavits,  is  a  practice  which  is  believed  to  have 
facilitated  the  allowance  of  many  excessive  and  fraudulent  accounts. 
Many  of  these  affidavits  bear  unmistakable  indications  of  having  been 
prepared  beforehand  by  the  claimant,  or  his  attorney,  who  generally 
has  a  large  contingent  interest  in  the  event  of  the  prosecution.  K  they 
do  not  directly  dictate  the  statements  which  the  affiant  is  expected  to 
adopt,  they  necessarily  shape  the  opinions  he  is  called  uppn  to  express, 
and  give  the  facts  from  a  point  of  view  of  an  interested  party  rather  than 
from  that  of  an  iudift'erent  witness. 

The  aggregate  of  these  claims  against  the  Government  greatly  exceeds 
the  aggregate  of  judgments  obtained  in  our  courts  of  the  largest 
jurisdiction,  and  often  the  principles  of  law  involved  in  the  settlement 
are  quite  as  important  as  those  affirmed  by  the  judiciary.  In  none  of 
our  courts  of  oven  the  smallest  jurisdiction  is  testimony  taten  in  man- 
ner so  open  to  abuse  allowed  to  be  used.  I  respectfully  advise  that 
legislation  is  desirable  forbidding  the  admission,  as  proof,  before  any 
head  of  Department  or  Bureau,  or  before  the  accounting-officers  of  the 
Treasury,  of  any  written  evidence  in  relation  to  any  claim  or  account 
against  the  United  States  unless  the  same  has  been  taken  upon  oath  by 
a  judge  or  clerk  of  a  court  of  the  United  States  or  a  commissioner  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  upon  interrogatories  and  cross-inter- 
rogatories  previously  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Department  or  Bureau 
before  which  any  such  claim  is  pending,  and  agreeably  to  reguli^ons 
and  forms  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Attorney-General.  It  might  be  de- 
sirable to  except  from  the  operations  of  such  enactment  the  Commissioner 
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of  Pensions,  who  has  recommended  legislation  upon  the  same  subject 
pecially  adapted  to  the  Bareau  of  which  he  is  the  head. 

I  append  the  draft  of  a  bill  to  carry  the  proposed  legislation  into 
effect. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEOBGE  F.  TALBOT, 
Solicitor  of  the  Treawry. 

Hon,  L.  M.  MOBBILL, 

Secretary  of  flia  Treamry. 


EEPOET  OF  SUPERVISING  AEOHITEOT  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

Tbeasubt  Depabtment, 
Office  of  the  Supebvising  Abohiteot, 

September  3D,  1876. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  the  works  under 
direction  of  this  office  dnring  the  past  fiscal  year,  showing  their  progress 
and  present  condition. 

BUILDINGS  IN  COUBSE  OF  OONSTBUCTION. 

Atlanta^  Qa.^  court-house  and  poei'Office. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  the  excavation  had  been  com- 
menced. It  has  since  been  completed,  concrete  foundations  put  in,  and 
the  masonry  of  the  basement  is  expected  to  be  finished  by  the  10th  of 
the  present  month. 

The  contract  is  awarded  for  the  cut  granite  of  the  superstructure, 
and  work  is  in  progress.  Ck>ntract8  have  also  been  awarded  for  the 
supply  of  brick,  sand,  and  lime,  for  the  superstructure,  and  the  wrought 
and  cast  iron  work  for  the  first  and  second  stories. 

Total  aiuount  appropriftted ^ $175,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  on  conatniction  of  building  to  September  30, 1876.      46, 909  62 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30, 1876 128,600  36 

Albany^  N.  Y.,  custom-house^  &c. 

The  Merchants'  Exchange  Buildine,  on  the  site  purchased,  has  been 
taken  down,  and  the  material  piled,  but  owing  to  the  inadequacy  of  the 
amount  designated  by  Congress  as  the  proposed  cost  of  this  building, 
it  has  been  deemed  inexpedient  to  begin  the  work  of  construction  until 
this  limit  shall  have  been  rex)ealed  or  extended,  and  I  have  to  renew 
the  recommendations  made  by  my  predecessor,  in  his  annual  report  for 
the  last  fiscal  year,  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  additional  land  and  ex- 
tension of  the  limit  of  the  cost  of  the  building. 

Total  amount  appropriated $255,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  for  nnrcbaae  of  site,  feuoing,  talpng  down  and 
pilini;  mat^al  of  old  buUdmg,  and  draining  lot 179, 503  98 


»■ 


Balance  in  Treasury  September  30,1876 75,494  $2 
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Bostofij  Ma8S,j  post-office  and  subtreamry. 

TUe  additional  land  authorized  to  be  purchased  by  act  of  Oougreisr? 
of  July  31, 1876,  has  been  secured,  leaving  but  two  lots  to  be  obtained 
to  complete  the  site  intended  to  be  covered  by  the  extension.  Tbe 
work  of  building  the  extension  has  been  commenced  and  one  end  is  up 
nearly  to  the  level  of  the  iirst  story,  but  no  appropriation  having  beeu 
madefer  its  continuation,  the  work  was  suspended  several  months  since 
An  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  these  two  additional  lots  and  for 
the  continuation  of  the  work  should  be  made  at  an  early  day,  as  the 
work  already  in  place  is  subject  to  damage  by  exposure. 

Total  amoanfc  appropriated  for  continaation  of  baildlDg  and  paichase  of 

additional  land !iiaa'',,G55  98 

Total  amount  expended  for  additional  site  to  September  30, 1676 G18, 426  711 

Total  amount  Qxpended  on  extension  to  September  30, 167G 182, 466  45 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30, 187G '. 4,742  74 

Charleston^  8.  (7.,  custom-house^  d'C, 

The  iron-work  of  the  roof  of  this  building  is  in  place,  and  is  now  being 
covered.  The  interior  iron-work  is  nearly  completed,  and  good  prog 
ress  is  being  made  with  the  interior  finish. 

Total  amount  appropriated  for  completion  of  boUding  on  modified  designs.  $650,  C89  117 
Total  amount  expended  to  September  30, 1876 &3a,6&5  67 

Balaoco  in  Treasury  September  30, 1876 111,033  70 

Chicago^  iU.,  cttsi^nn-house,  cCc. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  report  the  stone-work  of  the  first  story  on 
Adams,  Dearborn,  and  Jackson  street  fronts  had  been  set,  and  the  first 
story  of  the  Olark  street  firont  nearly  completed.  Plans  for  the  modifica- 
tion of  this  building  have  been  prepared  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  a  commission  ap* 
pointed  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  work,  and  since  the  resumption 
of  the  work  in  November,  1876,  It  has  steadily  and  rapidly  progressed. 
The  walls  of  the  third  story  are  well  advanced  to  completion,  and  by 
the  close  of  the  present  month  it  is  expected  that  the  main  cornice  will 
have  been  set.  The  catting  of  the  entire  stone-work  will  be  completed 
during  the  coming  winter,  and  the  finishing  of  the  interior  oommeneed 
early  the  next  season.  Contracts  have  been  made  for  the  iron-^ork 
up  to  and  including  the  attic  floor  beams. 

Total  amount  appropriated $4,300,000  00 

Amonnt  expended  for  site  to  September  30, 1876 *. 1,250,385  65 

Amount  expended  for  oonstruotion  to  Septcnuber  30, 1876 2, 711, 062  11 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30, 1876 .\...     329,552,34 

Cincinnati^  Okio^  oustom-Jwi^ej  die. 

The  sub-basement  walls  of  this  buildinff  are  nearly  completed.  Delay 
has  been  occasioned  by  difflcnlty  in  obtauiing  a  prompt  sapply  of  stone 
for  this  portion  of  the  work,  but  rapid  progress  may  now  be  expec^ted, 
as  the  granite  for  the  tosement  is  aU  cut  and  delivered,  and  that  for  tiie 
first  and  second  stories  nearly  completed.  Cutting  of  stone-work  for  the 
superstructiiro  has  been  suspended  for  want  of  su^cient  appropriation. 
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Contracts  have  beeu  made  for  iron* work  up  to  and  including  first-floor 
beams. 

Total  amount  appropriated $3,000,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  for  Bite  to  September  30, 1876 708,036  60 

Total  amonot  expended  for  constmction  to  September  30, 1876 S,  125, 361  18 

Balance  in  Tieasnry  September  30,1876 166,602  22 

Ciyciufftony  Ky.y  courUltouaej  &c* 

Concrete  foundations  for  this  building  have  been  put  in  ])lace  and  the 
basement  and  area  walls  completed,  except  the  coping  of  the  rear  area, 
and  contracts  have  been  awarded  for  the  entire  stone  and  brick  work 
of  the  superstructure  and  the  iron  columns  and  floor-beams. 

Total  amount  appropriated 1 $305,000  00 

Amonnt  expended  for  site  to  September  30, 1876 30,660  65 

Amonnt  expended  for  conatroction  to  September  30, 1876 49, 021  25 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30, 1870 225,318  20 

Dover^  DeL,  post-offioe. 

During  the  progress  of  this  work  an  appropriation  was  mode  for  the 
constmction  of  an  additional  stoiy  for  the  accommodation  of  the  United 
States  courts.  The  entire  stone  and  brick  work  has  been  completed,  the 
floor-beams  set  in  place,  the  building  roofed  in,  and  contract  awarded 
for  the  slating.  The  work  of  finishing  the  interior  will  proceed  during 
the  winter,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  building  will  be  ready  for  occu- 
pancy in  the  spring. 

Total  amonnt  appropriated ., $55,000  00 

Total  amonnt  expended  for  site  to  date '. 10,417  45 

Amonnt  expended  for  coDstraction  of  bnilding  to  September  30, 1876 34, 160  78 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30, 1876 10,421  77 

Svansvilley  Jnd,  cwtom-honsej  Ac. 

The  concrete  foundations  and  brick  and  stone  work  of  basement  have 
been  completed,  the  first  story  floor-beams  set,  and  contract  has  been 
awarded  for  the  entire  stone  and  brick  work  of  superstructure,  and  good 
progress  made  with  the  setting  of  the  first  story.  Contracts  have  also 
been  awarded  for  the  columns  and  second-stoiy  floor-beams. 

Total  amonnt  appropriated ^0,000  00 

Total  amonnt  expended  for  site  to  date 98,500  00 

Tutul  amonnt  expended  for  constmction  to  September  :iO,  1876 63, 820  87 

nalance  in  Treasury  September  30, 1876 H7,67D  13 

Fall  BiveTj  Mass.,  custam-'liausej  cCe. 

Excavation  for  foundations  and  masonry  of  basement  have  been  com- 
pleted, and  the  first-floor  beams  set  in  place.  Contracts  have  been 
awarded  for  the  supply  of  the  entire  stone-work  of  the  superstructure, 
and  the  work  of  cutting  is  rapidly  progressing.  The  iron  columns  and 
second-story  floor-beams  have  been  ddivered.  An  additional  strip  of 
land  for  a  drive-way  lor  the  delivery  of  the  mails  and  for  the  protection 
of  the  building  against  damage  by  fire  should  be  secured. 

lV>tal  amomit  appropriated t^^<000  00 

Amonnt  expended  lor  site  to  September  30, 1876 132,850  66 

Amonnt  expended  for  constmction  to  September  30, 1876 74, 572  85 

Balance  In  Treasury  September  30, 1876 57,570  50 
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ChranA  BapidSj  Mieh^  court-hausej  dsc. 

Since  the  last  report,  work  on  this  building  has  been  commenced ,  the 
foundations  completed,  the  brick  and  stone  work  of  the  basement  con- 
tracted for,  and  will  be  completed  dnring  the  ensuing  month. 

Total  amonnt  appropriated |145,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  for  site  to  date 70,006  01 

Total  amount  expended  for  coDstmotioQ  to  September  30, 1876 13, 825  20 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30, 1876 ,      61,16d  79 

Hartford^  Conn,^  cuiUm-housef  &c. 

Work  on  this  building  was  suspended  during  a  great  portion  of  the 
past  year  for  want  of  an  appropriation.  The  cutting  of  the  second-story 
stone-work  is  well  advanced,  and  the  courses  to  top  of  window-sills,  the 
bases  of  pilasters,  and  a  portion  of  the  window-jambs  set  in  place. 

Total  amount  appropriated $450,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  for  construction  to  S^tember  30, 1876 375,  Odl  35 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30, 1876 74,908  65 

Helenay  Mont.^  asiay-office. 

The  stone  and  brick  work  of  this  building  has  been  completed,  the 
building  roofed  in,  the  floors  laid,  the  interior  finish  well  advanced, 
machinery  shipped,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  building  will  be  ready 
for  occupancy  by  the  1st  of  December. 

Total  amount  appropriated (51,500  00 

Total  amount  expended  for  site  to  date 1,540  00 

Amount  expended  for  construction  to  September  30, 1876 49, 2^  30 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30, 1876 7,733  70 

LineolUj  2febr.^  court-house^  Ac. 

But  little  progress  has  been  made  on  this  work  during  the  past  year 
owing  to  the  difBiculty  experienced  in  obtaining  suitable  building  material, 
and  it  was  found  necessary  to  cancel  the  contracts  for  the  brick  and  stone 
work.  A  new  contract  has  been  made  for  the  cut  stone  which  is  nearly 
completed,  and  proposals  have  been  invited  for  the  rock-faced  ashlar. 
An  additional  appropriation  made  during  the  past  session  of  Congress 
will  permit  the  construction  of  a  third  story  as  originally  contemplated* 
and  plans  have  been  prepared  accordingly. 

Total  amount  appropriated $170,000  00 

Amount  expended  for  site  to  date •. 436  UTi 

Amount  expended  for  construction  to  September  30,.1876 7o,  909  93 

Balance  In  Treasury  September  30, 1870 .• 93.053  7*J 

Memphis^  TVun.,  emto^n-hntsc^  dr. 

Estimates  based  upon  the  sketches  originally  prepared  for  this  build- 
ing, indicated  that  the  cost  of  construction  would  exceed  the  limit  placed 
upon  the  building  by  Congress.  Modified  sketches  have  been  prepared 
and  approved  in  accordance  with  law,  and  the  work  of  excavation  com- 
menced on  the  25th  ultimoi  on  thesite  donated  by  the  city^  but  owing  to 
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an  error  in  the  description  of  the  land,  a  protest  has  been  made  by  the 
citizens  against  locating  the  bnildiug  on  the  site  described  until  the  error 
shall  have  been  corrected  by  legislation,  and  in  accordance  with  this  pro- 
test work  will  be  suspended. 

Total  amount  appropriated $101,000  00 

ATDoant  expended  for  Bite  to  date 200  00 

Amoant  expended  for  constmction  to  September  30,  187C *. .  < 1 ,  476  00 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30,1870 90,394  00 

Nashville^  Tenn.j  cttstom-liausef  dkc. 

The  work  was  suspended  some  months  awaiting  the  completion  of 
negotiations  for  additional  land,  which  necessitated  a  change  in  the 
location  of  the  building.  Since  resumption,  the  work  of  excavation, 
principally  in  rock,  has  steadily  progres^  and  is  nearly  completed.  A 
contract  has  been  awarded  for  the  stone  and  brick  work  of  the  base- 
ment, and  the  work  is  progressing. 

Total'amount  appropriated 81^|000  00 

Total  amount  expended  for  additional  land  to  September  30, 1S76 8,  GOO  00 

Total  amount  expended  for  construction  to  September  30, 1876 25, 745  32 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30,1876 115,754  68 

New  Orleans^  Lcu^  custoni'house^  &c. 

The  work  of  finishing  the  interior  of  this  building  has  steadily  pro* 
gressed  during  the  past  season.  Booms  in  the  second  story  to  be  occu- 
pied as  offices  by  the  assistant  treasurer,  and  customs  officers,  are  now 
ready  for  occupancy,  with  the  exception  of  fiimishing. 

Total  amount  appropriated  for  completion  of  building $940, 000  00 

Total  amount  expended  to  September  30, 1876 910,204  02 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30, 1876 29,795  98 

Nete  York  City  court-house^  post-office^  &c. 

Work  on  this  building  was  suspended  in  September,  1875,  for  want  of 
sufficient  appropriation,  and  was  resumed  in  August  of  this  year.  The 
iron-work  of  the  stairs  is  nearly  completed,  and  the  pavilion  elevators 
will  soon  be  set  in  place.    The  work  of  finishing  the  attic  is  in  progress. 

Total  amount  appropriated $9,006,417  00 

Amount  expended  for  site  to  September  30, 1676 508, 585  25 

Amount  expeuded  for  construction,  beattnc,  boisting  and  vontilatiuc^ 
apparatus,  and  machinery,  carpets,  furniture,  &o.,  to  September  3Uj 
ltf76 8,321,416  49 

Balancoin  Treasury  September  30, 1870 176,415  26 

Parkershurg^  W.  Ta.,  coiirt-housej  d;c. 


• 


The  second  story  of  this  building  has  been  completed,  and  the  third 
story  carried  up  to  and  including  bed-moulding  of  main  cornice,  the 
floors  are  all  in  place,  and  the  entire  stone-work  delivered. 

Total  amount  appropriated $218,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  for  site  to  September  30, 1876 17,841  40 

Total  amount  expended  for  couBtruotion  to  September  30, 1876 168, 286  67 

Bahmce  in  Treasury  September  30,1676 31,871  93 
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PhiladelpUia^  Pa.j  court-house,  cfcc. 

The  appropriation  for  this  building  was  exhausted  in  February  of  the 
present  year,  and  work  suspended  until  a  new  appropriation  shonid  be- 
come available.  Owing  to  the  restrictions  placed  upon  the  appropria- 
tion made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  work  is  limited  to  the  catting 
and  setting  of  the  stone  of  the  basement  and  first  story,  which  is  now  in 
progress.  The  catting  of  the  granite  for  the  second  story  has  been 
nearly  completed. 

Total  amount  appropriated $3,350,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  for  site  to  date 1,491,200  99 

Total  amount  expended  for  oonatruction  to  September  30, 1870.  ....*....    1, 576, 521  06 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30, 1870 882,877  95 

Port  Hnroftj  Mich.^  custom^lioiiaej  &c. 

The  masonry  of  the  building  has  been  completed^  the  building  roofe<l 
in,  heating-apparatus  supplied,  and  the  work  of  finishing  the  interior  is 
being  rapidly  pushed  forward. 

Total  amount  appropriated (236,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  for  site  to  date 5,206  00 

Total  amount  expended  ibr  construction  to  September  30, 1H7(> 199, 468  67 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30, 187G 31,326  33 

Raleigh^  N,  C,  court-housej  &c. 

The  masonry  of  this  building  has  l)een  completed  daring  the  past 
year  and  tlie  roof  is  being  constructed. 

Total  amount  appropriated (300,000  00 

Site  purchased  August  7, 18G0,  for  $8,120.53. 

Total  amount  expended  for  construction  to  September  30, 1876 242, 388  50 

Balance  iu  Treasury  September  30, 1876 57.011  50 

Rocklandj  Me.,  eustom*houaef  &e. 

Work  was  suspended  in  November,  1S75,  the  appropriation  being  ex- 
hausted, and  not  resumed  until  August  of  the  present  year.  Since  that 
time  the  post-ofilce  portion  of  the  building  has  been  completedi  and  is 
ready  for  occapaucyi  and  the  work  of  finishing  the  interior  of  the  second 
story  is  well  advanced.  Heating  apparatas  has  been  supplied,  and  the 
work  of  finishing  the  approaches  is  in  progress.  Work  upon  the  build- 
ing will  be  completed  daring  the  coming  winter. 

Total  amount  appropriated $145,000  00 

Amount  expended  for  Bite  to  September  30, 187G 12,000  00 

Amount  exi>ended  for  coustruction  to  September  30,  lt:J7ii'. 115, 476  7ri 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30, 1870 17,523  25 

8an  Francisco^  CaLj  appraiser's  stores. 

During  the  year  the  walLs  have  been  carried  up  to  the  level  of  the 
third  story  and  the  iron  beams  and  columns  of  the  third  story  set  in  place. 
The  brick,  sand,  cement,  and  entire  iron- work  for  the  bailding  have  been 
contracted  for.  Unless  an  appropriation  is  made  early  in  the  coming 
session  of  Congress  work  will  necessarily  be  suspended. 

Total  amount  appropriated $58(^,000  00 

Baildiuf;  constructed  on  part  of  custom -bouse  lot. 

Amount  expended  for  construct  ion  to  September  :U),  187G 514,  C^  4r. 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30,  lerc 73,377  55 


REPORT   OP  THE   SECRETARY   OP  THE   TREASURY.  361 

San  Francisco^  Cal.^  svbtreasury^ 

Daring  the  present  year  contracts  have  been  awarded  for  the  masonry 
and  the  walls  of  the  building  oonstrncted  to  above  the  leve)  of  the  fourth 
floor.  Contracts  have  also  been  awarded  for  the  iron  beamS|  stairs,  and 
vaults. 

Total  amonnt  appropriated $87|000  DO 

Baildiog  constmcted  on  Bito  of  old  miat-baildiDg 

Total  amount  expended  for  constrnction  to  September  30, 1870 53, 572  10 

Balance  in  Treaanry  September  30, 1876 33,427  90 

■ 

Saint  LauiSj  Mo.,  ouatom-Aoiw^,  dbc» 

Daring  the  winter  and  spring  work  was  suspended  for  some  months 
on  the  cutting  of  the  granite  and  construction  of  the  building,  the  ap- 
propriation being  exhausted.  The  second-floor  beams  are  in  place,  the 
granite  of  the  second  story  is  being  set  rapidly,  and  cutting  progressing 
on  the  third-story  work.  Contracts  have  been  awarded  for  the  iron- 
work up  to  and  including  the  attic-floor  beams.  The  suspension  of  cu^ 
ting  the  granite  work  al^ve  referred  to  will  retard  the  progress  of  the 
building  during  the  coming  season. 

Total  amount  appropriated $3,850,000  00 

Total  amoQDt  expended  for  site  to  date 368,882  &S 

Total  amonnt  expended  for  oonstrnotion  to  September  30, 1876 3,202,540  23 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30,1876 278,577  12 

Trent4>nf  JT.  J.,  court-house^  dbc. 

The  masonry  of  this  building  is  completed,  the  building  under  roof, 
and  the  interior  finish  in  progress. 

Total  amount  appropriated $380,000  00 

Total  amonnt  expended  for  site  to  date .*. 83,375  83 

Total  amonnt  expended  for  oonstraction  to  September  30, 1876 267, 681  83 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30,1876 29,942  34 

Jersey  City^  N.  J.,  post-office^  dbc. 

Congress  has  appropriated  $40,000  for  removing  and  remodeling  the 
bnilding  on  the  site  purchased  lor  th»  court-house  and  post-office  at 
Jersey  City,  but  in  my  judgment  the  removal  of  the  building  and  the 
expenditure  of  any  large  amount  for  remodeling  would  be  injudicious, 
and  steps  have  been  taken  for  remodeling  the  first  story  only  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  post-office. 

Total  amount  appropriated $112,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  for  site  to  date 71,758  13 

Total  amonnt  expended  for  care  and  protection  of  property  to  September 
30,1876 ,  154  92 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30, 1876 40,086  95 

Little  Bockf  ArJc.^  court-house^  dtc. 

Congress  having  extended  the  limit  placed  upon  the  cost  of  this  build- 
ing, pkins  are  being  prepared,  and  work  will  be  commenced  during  the 
ensuing  month. 

Total  amount  appropriated 8100,000  00 

Tetal  amount  expended  for  site  to  date 25,729  25 

Total  amount  expended  for  construct  ion  to  September  30, 1876 463  75 

Balance  in  Treasury  September  30, 1^6 73,787  UO 


r 
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Tliril.DnrGS  REPAIRED  AND   REMODELED. 

Ropnir»  uuil  .iltrTationn  on  llie  following  bnildiugB  wbiub  Iiud  licvi 
comiDoiicoil  nt  tliP  date  of  last  rcpart  bare  been  completed: 

Oastom-bonsws  at  Boston,  Mass.,  Now  Haven,  Coun.,  Provitlont'e,  ! 
I.,  Kivbmond,  Va.,  Savannah,  Ga.,  mid  Wbeoling,  W,  Va. 

Extwmivn  repairs  bavo  also  been  ma^le  on  the  custom-bouBo  and  a 
office.  New  York,  N.  Y.,  custom-boitses  at  IjoiiiHville,  Ky,,  Ugdetutbarg^ 
N.  Y.,  Ke,v  West,  Fla.,  rbiladelpbia,  Pa.,  Wilmington,  Del.,  and  appraiS'^ 
er'x  store)),  post-otlice,  and  mint-buildin(f,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  i 

ICepairs  and  alttiratious  are  in  progress  on  tbe  enstotn-honses  at  Itao* 
gor,  Me.,  Norlolk,  Va,,  and  Plattabnrgb,  N.  W 


A  aito  has  been  selected  for  tbe  eourt-boase  and  post-office  at  Han 
burgb.  Pa.,  but  tlie  parties uwoing  the  lots  dccliiiinf;  to  accept  nltot  I 
cousidered  a  fiiir  valuation,  1  have  to  recomiuond  that  et^ps  lie  taken  b 
■vqnire  the  propeiiy  by  con deni nation. 

nUnhurgh,  Pa,,  court-home  and post-o^ice  tite. 

In  Ibe  matter  of  the  coodemnatioti  of  pro|)erty  as  a  site  for  tbe  Unit* 
States  eonrt-boime  aud  post-office  building  at  Fittsbnrgb,  Pa.,  one  o 
tbe  owners  a|iiM'aIe<l  from  tbe  awaril  of  the  jury  and  lias  delayed  final 
jadgiueiit  In  tlio  case.  I  am  advised  that  tbe  ease  is  on  the  doeket  0 
tbe  ap(»ellale  conri,  aud  nillcome  up  for  a  hearing  in  tbe  Oetolier  ten 
of  this  yejir.  An  amount  htm  l)eeii  donated  by  certain  citixene  of  Pitta 
bnrgb  and  de|>Dsite<I  with  the  United  States  depositarj",  wbfeli,  wttl 
the  aiini  appro{>riated  for  this  jiurpose,  is  sufficient  to  cover  tbe  nwon 
and  all  e^iieiisea  incidental  to  securing  title,  incurred  op  to  this  (litt«.  \ 


During  the  past  year  the  Marine  FTospital  at  Xatchez,  Itliss.,  has  b 
sold  at  public  auction,  ia  accordance  with  nets  of  Congi-ess  of  April  2 
ISOO,  and  August  IC,  1S76. 

Sa(c«  recomiuendeil. 

I  bnve  to  renew  Ibe  recommendntions  contiitied  in  tlio  rejiort  of  tbB 
office  for  tbe  last  year,  that  the  following  property  be  sold,  not  Iiel^ 
ionger  reqnired  for  the  public  fter\-ioe:  Gorernnient  Iot»  at  Asto 
Ori>g.^  nud  liennnda  llnodretis,  Va.,  Bridewell  lot  at  Chicago,  III.,  Mm 
BoapitaU  at  7«ew  Orleans,  La.,  and  San  I'randsro,  Cal.,  old  post-o' 
nud  premises  No,  :!3  Pine  Street,  Kew  York,  N.  Y. 

I  earnestly  renew  tbe  recommendation  of  my  predeeesMir,  that  noi 
baildingR  for  caslom-houso and  aasay-otnce  be  erected  in  New  York  Citj 
The  aceummodatiouH  contained  in  tbe  pivscut  cnstom  himne  at  tkq 
place  are  entirely  Inadequate,  and  tbe  repaint  and  alterations  necc 
to  provide  temporary  tacilitie«  for  the  transaction  of  the  iacreAstid 
basiuess  are  eunstant",  and  a  source  of  continual  expense.    The  pre 
aaaayoffice  in  entirety  unfit  for  tbo  pnrposes  lor  which  it  is  nwd,  a 
tbe  building  is  unsafe. 

I  regard  tbe  accnmnlatiou  of  beAvy  luacbiuery  and  its  operation  I 
the  t^ipev  stoQ'  of  tbe  Treosnr^-lmildiDg  as  dcUimentfU  to  tltc  \tn  " 
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and  it  is  a  soorce  of  annoyance  to  the  occupants  of  the  rooms  beneath. 
I  therefore  recommend  that  a  snitable  building  be  erected  on  the  Fif- 
teenth street  side  of  the  ^^  White"  lot  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Bnreau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  and  that  the  files  of  the  Department 
be  transferred  to  the  rooms  now  occupied  by  that  bureau.  This  will 
admit  of  the  occupation  as  offices  of  many  rooms  now  used  as  file  rooms, 
and  relieve  the  halls  of  the  unsightly  accumulation  of  papers,  which 
now  disfigure  them. 

I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  remarks  in  the  last  annual  report  of 
the  Supervising  Architect  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  designs  for 
the  public  buildings  are  prepared,  and  to  recommend  the  passage  of  an 
act  by  Congress  requiring  such  designs  to  be  obtained  under  competi- 
tion, and  that  the  duties  of  the  Supervising  Architect  be  restricted  to 
those  of  a  Supervising  Architect. 

The  system  of  contracting  for  the  various  branches  of  work  on  the 

i>nblic  buildings  after  competition  under  public  advertisement  is  fol- 
owed  wherever  practicable,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  I  have  to  report 
that  the  contractors  have  as  a  rule  performed  the  work  awarded  them  in 
a  satisfactory  manner.  The  contract  system  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
economical,  and  I  regret  that  the  office  has  not  been  able  to  avail  itself 
of  its  full  benefits,  the  small  appropriations  in  many  instances  rendering 
it  impossible  to  contract  to  advantage. 

Upon  assuming  charge  of  the  office.  I  found  it  well  organized,  with 
an  efficient  clerical  force  and  a  skillful  corps  of  draughtsmen  and  com- 
puters, and  the  method  of  conducting  the  business  well  calculated  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  Oovemment. 

In  submitting  this  report,  I  desire  to  remark  that,  as  I  assumed  the 
duties  of  this  office  August  11th  of  the  present  year,  the  foregoing 
report  of  work  performed  mainly  represents  that  accomplished  under 
direction  of  my  predecessor,  the  only  designs  prepared  by  me  being  the 
modified  designs  for  the  conrt-house,  &c.,  at  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  and  custom- 
house, &c.,  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  the  design  for  a  court-house,  &c,at 
Little  Bock,  Ark. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

JAS.  6.  HILL, 

Supenriring  ArchiUoU 
Hon.  Lot  M.  Morrill. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


EEPORT  OP  THE  OHIBP  OP  THE  BUBEAU  OP  STATISTICS, 

Treasury  Department, 

fiUBBAU  OF  STATISTIOS, 

November  21^  1876. 

Sib  :  The  Ohief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  has  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  its  operations  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June 
30, 1876. 

clehical  fobce. 

The  regular  clerical  force  of  the  bureau  at  the  close  of  the  year,  in 
addition  to  the  chief  clerk,  Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott,  consisted  of  28  male  and 
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10  female  clerks,  the  greater  part  of  whom  were  employed  iu  the  follow- 
ing divisions: 


• 

Names  of  cbiefs. 

Knmber  of  dorks. 

DiTiaions. 

1 

£ 

• 

i 

Exftmiofttlon 

•T.  N.  WhltocT 

4 
IS 

s 

3 

1 

3 
3 

1 

5 

CompiUtidn 

ThoniM  Clmir 

u 

Tonnafff^  and  innnlfrrnUon 

L.  F.Ward 

r« 

RAfliiitPV  Af  mAfnliant-xnaiiDO  ..*.«.  tT*-t t 

J.  B.  Parker 

4 

Other  stated  and  miscellaneons  work  of  the  bnreaa  was  performed  as 
follows : 

Publication  and  miscellaneous,  in  charge  of  James  Byan,  (who  is  also 
stenographic  clerk ;)  library  and  flies,  of  E.  T.  Peters ;  stationery,  pay, 
property,  and  copying,  of  J.  D.  O'Connell  j  revision,  R.  A.  McMurray ; 
and  translation,  A.  H.  Girard. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  is  also  a  division,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Joseph  Nimmo,  jr.,  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  and  col- 
lating  statistics  of  domestic  commerce,  transportation,  &c.,  which  is 
more  fully  referred  to  hereafter. 

In  addition  to  the  results  obtained  by  the  divisions  above  specified, 
there  has  been  accomplished  much  important  work  of  a  miscellaneous 
and  special  character  not  classified. 

WOBK  OF  THE  BUREAU. 

The  work  performed  in  the  several  divisions  of  the  bureau  has  been 
sufficiently  indicated  in  former  reports ;  and  any  complete  presentation 
of  it  here  would  be  but  a  repetition  of  previous  statements.  Nor  is  it 
possible  to  exhibit  in  a  tabular  or  other  condensed  statement  the  great 
amount  of  careful  and  accurate  labor,  whether  of  a  regular  or  miscella- 
neous character,  which  is  performed  in  the  bureau. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress — a  session  greatly  protracted — 
the  demands  for  information  on  behalf  of  committees  and  individual 
members  were  unusually  numerous  and  varied,  and  the  usefulness  of 
the  bureau  as  an  aid  to  legislation  was  never  more  apparent.  The 
recent  legislation  which  has  largely  reduced  its  clerical  force,  and  the 
disallowance  of  the  supply  of  newspapers  and  other  periodicals  hereto- 
fore authorized  and  i)ermitted,  are  to  be  regretted,  as  it  will  be  impossible 
in  the  future  to  respond  so  readily  as  iu  the  past  to  the  demands  for 
information  ou  which  to  base  legislation.  These  demands  extend  to  a 
great  variety  of  financial  and  economical  inquiries,  which  the  records 
and  files  of  the  bnreaa  are  insufficient  to  supply  to  the  desired  extent. 
Books,  newspapers,  and  other  current  periodicals  are  therefore  necessary 
to  enable  the  undersigned  to  furnish  the  data  required  by  our  legislators 

BEDUOTION  OF  THE  CLEEIOAL  FOBCE. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  clerical  force  of  the  bureau  suffered  a  re- 
duction of  ten  under  the  legislation  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  it 
is  deemed  proper  to  quote  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
undersigned  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1874,  showing,  as  it  does, 
the  diminished  force  and  reduced  expenditures  of  the  bureau  daring 
the  53  months  of  the  time  in  which  it  has  been  under  his  direction : 

Bectlon  13  of  the  act  of  Jaly  28,  18GG.  provided  for  the  detail  and  appoiatment  of 
•ncli  clerka  as  might  be  neoeaeary  to  fully  carry  ont  the  proviaioDa  of  the  act  estab- 
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lishing  tbo  bureau,  without  any  limitation  as  to  tbeir  number  or  classification.  For 
the  first  three  mouths  the  number  of  clerks  averaged  about  42,  increasing  to  49  in  the 
year  IdGT,  and  to  54  in  ItiOti,  in  which  latter  year  the  monthly  pay-roll  for  the  officon, 
clerks,  and  six  messengers  and  laborers  averaged  $G,o02.  In  March,  18C9,  a  redaction 
in  the  clerical  force  was  commenced,  which  continued  during  the  year  until  the  num- 
ber of  employ^  was  reduced  from  an  average  of  61  in  the  first  quarter  to  52  in  the  lost 
quarter  or  that  year  and  to  49  in  January,  1870.  From  this  date,  the  number  em- 
ployed was  still  further  reduced,  the  reduction  continuing  throughout  the  53  months 
ended  June  30, 1874,  during  which  period,  although  the  work  of  tne  bureau  gradually 
increased,  the  number  of  employds  averaged  but  451,  or  about  8  lesy  than  during  the 
previous  40  months,  while  the  monthly  pay-roll  showed  a  redaction  from  $5,947.88  in 
the  earlier  period  to  $5,307.19  in  the  later,  a  saving  of  $640.69  per  month,  or  $33,956 
durins  the  time  in  which  the  bureau  has  been  under  the  direction  of  the  undersigned 

And  when,  under  the  act  of  July  12, 1870,  it  became  necessary  to  submit  to  Congresa 
on  estimate  of  the  number  of  clerks  and  other  employds  required  in  the  bureau,  no  re- 
finest  was  made  for  an  increase  of  force  to  provide  for  the  gradual  increase  of  work 
incident  to  the  growth  of  the  country,  and  to  that  growing  interest  in  economic  ques- 
tions which  manifests  itself  in  an  enlar^d  demand  for  the  publication  of  commercial, 
industrial,  and  financial  statistics,  and  in  a  constantly  increasing  number  of  applica- 
tions for  such  statistics  on  the  part  of  legislators,  economists,  business-men,  and 
writers  for  the  press. 

The  following  statement  shows,  in  detail,  the  number  of  clerks  and  other  emplpy^s, 
with  the  average  amount  of  their  monthly  salaries,  including  those  of  the  chief  ofiicers 
of  the  bureau,  from  the  establishment  of  the  bureau  to  June  30, 1674 : 


periods. 

• 

• 

Females. 

3 

a 

B 
O 

a 

From  October  1, 1 666,  to  December  31, 1866,  averss® 

Vesr  1H67.  sTerase 

S8.33 
34.00 
40.33 

13.33 
14.  Kl 
13.92 

4  00 

41.  W 
rA  fa 

$4,300  01 
5  SOI  8J 

Yemr  ltJ6t<,  aversge 

6!o8     6a  as 

6, 508  19 

From  Jaouary,  1669,  to  Jouaary,  1870,  average  of  13  months 

4tl.77 

9.40 

4. 08       :HJl  31 

6, 143  08 

From  October,  10G6.  to  Jaonary.  1870,  average  of  40  months 
From  February,  1370,  to  June,  1874,  average  of  53  months  . . 

,1^33 

33.  U8 

10.  S7 

7.P8 

4.73 
4.34 

&:t.:e 

45.50 

1 

5^i>47  88 
5^307  19 

HoDtUy  decrease  under  present  direction,  avenge 

&05 

8.39 

0.38 

7.82*^       640  09 

*  Detailed  from  bareaos  of  the  Treasnry. 

In  view  of  the  fact  already  presented  that  tho  increased  work  of  the  bureau  had 
iMsen  performed  during  the  post  four  and  a  half  years  with  a  diminished  force,  and  that 
owioff  to  this  increase  of  work  it  became  necessary  to  aak  for  a  detail  of  several  addi- 
tional clerks  during  the  latter  months  of  the  past  fiscal  year,  the  announcement  that 
the  regular  force  was  diminished  bv  Congress  to  the  extent  of  four  clerks,  while  clerks 
detailed  from  other  offices  were  no  longer  to  be  obtained,  occasioned  deep  regret.  This 
redaction  of  force  most  have  been  recommended  by  the  House  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations under  a  misapprehension  of  facts,  as  they  certainly  had  no  intention  to  crip- 
ple the  bureau,  yet  it  is  none  the  less  severe  in  its  operation.  Any  redaction  in  the 
scope  of  its  work,  or  diminution  in  the  frequency  of  publication  of  important  commer- 
ciaf  statements,  is  deemed  nnadvisable,  as  such  a  curtailing  of  the  work  of  ttxQ  bureau 
would  neoctaarilv  impair  its  nsefnlness  to  the  public.  Indeed,  the  demands  upon  it 
are  steadily  in  the  direction  of  increased  activity,  necessitating  tho  cultivation  of  a 
more  extended  field  of  inquiry. 

The  large  redacUoQ  of  the  clerical  force  of  tho  bureao,  already  men- 
tionedy  will  be  best  iudicated  by  a  comparison  of  the  above  table  with 
the  following  statement  of  the  nomber  of  clerks  authorized  by  the  legis- 
lation of  the  Forty-third  and  Forty-fourth  Congresses: 


Karaber  of  officers 
and  derks. 

II 

j18 

Total 

Males. 

30 

21 

Fenales. 

FiHcal  vean  1675  and  1876... 

8 

3* 

41 

PrcseOi  force,  act  ot  Aucust  15.  ltf7C  

7 

3* 

31 

*  Chio  messenger,  one  laborer,  aud  oao  cbarvronian* 
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As  the  reduction  made  ander  act  of  August  IS,  1876,  did  not  fuUy 
take  effect  until  October  10,  in  the  current  fiscal  year,  the  regular  i;rork 
of  the  bureau  suffered  but  little  interruption  or  delay,  and  the  compila- 
tion of  statements  for  the  Annual  and  Quarterly  Beports  of  Commerce 
and  Navigation  and  of  the  £i&[hth  Annual  List  of  Merchant  Yossels 
were  prepared  for  the  press  nearly  as  early  as  usual.  Of  late  the  routine 
work  of  the  bureau  is  to  an  important  extent  retarded. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  every  exertion  will  be  made  in  future  to 
prevent  delay  in  the  work  of  the  bureau  and  to  suffer  its  usefulness  to 
be  impaired  as  little  as  possible. 

PUBLIOAXIONS  OF  THE  BUREAU. 

• 

Quarterly  reports. — During  the  last  fiscal  year,  in  obedience  to  the 

{)rovisions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  the  quarterly  reports  have  been  regu- 
arly  compiled  and  published,  containing  statistical  information  of  a 
character  similar  to  that  embodied  in  the  monthly  reports  which  were 
previously  published.  The  views  of  the  undersigned  in  regard  to  the 
nndesirableness  of  the  change  have  experienced  no  modification  since 
his  last  annual  report  was  prepared,  and  these  views  are  strengthened 
and  confirmed  by  the  expressions  of  regret  which  have  been  received 
during  the  year  and  up  to  the  present  moment  from  editors  of  leading 
commercial  journals  and  other  persons  whose  exi)erience  gives  weight 
to  tlielr  opinions.  Indeed,  the  desire  for  monthly  data  in  regard  to  our 
foreign  trade  has  been  partially  met  by  the  issue,  monthly,  of  summaiy 
statementiS  of  our  exports  and  imports. 

AwnmX  £epor<  of  Commerce  and  Ifavigation. — ^The  statements  for  the 
Annual  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  showing  the 
commerce,  navigation,  and  immigration  of  the  United  states  for  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876,  were  compiled  and  the  earlier  portions 
sent  to  press  as  early  as  in  previous  years.  As  no  provision  has  yet  been 
made  to  supply  the  Department  with  copies  of  this  important  document 
for  distribution,  the  undersigned  earnestly  calls  attention  to  the  omission, 
and  quotes  from  his  report  of  last  vear  the  following  remarks,  urging 
the  importance  of  supplying  the  deficiency  by  appropriate  legislation ; 

For  many  years  prior  to  the  ado^jtion  of  the  Revised  Statutes  the  anuaal  supply  of 
300  copies  of  the  iCDport  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  on  Commeroe  and 
Navigation  was  authorized  by  law  to  be  printed  for  the  nse  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. This  provision  of  law  was,  for  some  cause  unknown,  (probably  through  uiad- 
vertence,)  omitted  from  the  Revised  Statutes.  Much  difflcultv  has  been  experienced 
in  securing  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Department,  application  having  to  be  made  for 
the  last  volume  to  individual  Representatives  and  Senators  for  a  portion  of  the  sn|)pl^ 
to  which  they  were  each  by  law  entitled.  As  the  report  is  not  stereotyped,  and  as  it  is 
therefore  impossible  to  obtain  additional  conies  after  the  tvpo  has  been  distributed,  it 
became  necessary  that  a  reouisition  should  ue  made  for  200  copies  of  the  forthcoming 
report  in  order  to  secure  at  least  a  partial  supply. 

Owing  to  the  present  considerable  and  increasing  demand,  at  homo  and  abroad,  for 
tbia  document,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  Congress  annually  provide  for  a  snnply  for 
the  use  of  the  Departments  of  the  Treasury  and  of  State  of  not  less  than  1,000  copies. 
To  supplv  our  customs-officers  alone,  which  is  essential,  will  require  fh>m  dOO  to  300 
copies.  It  is  also  essential  that  chambers  of  oommeroe,  boards  of  trade^  and  other  com- 
mercial bodies,  as  weU  as  writers  on  oommeicial  and  economical  fUffatn,  be  provided 
with  copies,  all  of  which  have  heretofore  been  supplied  by  the  bureau  so  far  as  it  had 
the  means,  and  they  still  rely  upon  it  for  a  future  supply. 

Giving  in  detail,  as  this  annual  does,  the  statistics  of  our  trade  with  each  foreign 
country,  and  of  each  of  our  onstoms-distriot,  it  possesses  great  value,  not  merely  to 
statesmen,  legislators,  and  oommeroial  men  in  tins  country,  but  to  our  ministers  and 
consuls  abroiul,  as  well  as  to  foreign  statisticians  and  pubUo  ofl&cialSi  who  arc  ear- 
nestly desirous  of  an  interchange  or  statistical  publications. 

The  commercial  interests  of  the  conntry,  therefore,  imperatively  demand  thAt 
each  United  States  legation  and  oonsnlat*  be  famished  with  a  copy  of  this  anaoaL 
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For  like  reasons,  it  is  also  in  a  high  degree  desirable  that  the  applications  for  it,  made 
to  the  Department  of  State  by  foreign  govemmentsi  shonld  be  promptly  honored. 
In  comparison  ^ith  the  large  cost  of  the  composition  of  1,100  pages  of  mle-and-flgure 
work,  the  expense  of  paper,  press-work,  and  corers  for  the  aduitlonal  nnmber  now 
urgently  requested  would  be  inconsiderable. 

List  of  Merchant' Vessels  of  theUnited  States. — ^The  eighth  anuaal  state- 
ment of  ''  Vessels  Begisteredf  EDroUed,  and  Licensed  nnder  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  designating  the  class,  name,  and  place  of  registry," 
as  well  as  the  official  namber  and  signal-letters  awarded  to  each  vessel, 
was  prepared  and  2,500  copies  published  for  distribution  to  the  officers 
of  customs,  the  masters  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade,  and 
the  principal  ship-owners,  as  well  as  to  the  commanders  of  United  StAtes 
war- vessels.  This  list  also  includes,  as  do  previous  volumes,  the  vessels 
belonging  to  the  revenue  marine,  giving  the  date  and  place  of  building 
and  the  number  of  officers  and  men;  also  the  vessels  now  belonging  to 
the  United  States  Navy,  giving  the  name,  rate,  class,  guns,  tonnage, 
means  of  propulsion,  and  station  of  each.  The  value  of  thi$  list  has 
been  further  enhanced  by  the  insertion  of  a  diagram  or  chart  of  the 
flags  used  in  conveying  distinguishing  signals,  according  to  the  system 
known  as  '^  The  International  Code  of  Signals,''  together  with  a  brief 
explanation  in  regard  to  their  use. 

SPECIAL  REPORT  ON  IMMKJKATION. 

Copies  of  this  report  in  the  French  and  Grerman  languages  continue 
to  be  forwarded  to  the  continent  of  Europe^  for  distribution  in  the 
countries  where  these  languages  are  spoken.  As  the  English  edition 
is  entirely  exhausted,  and  as  it  is  important  that  a  supply  of  this  edition 
be  kept  at  each  United  States  consulate  in  the  United  Einedom,  it  is 
earnestly  recommended  that  two  thousand  copies  be  printed  fh>m  the 
8tereotype-i>lates,  for  distribution  in  English-speaking  countries  to  in- 
tending emigrants,  which  report  should  contain,  also,  a  map  of  the 
United  States.  The  translation  of  this  report  into  Qie  Swedish  Ian* 
guage  was  mentioned  and  the  publication  suggested  in  the  report  of 
1874,  and  the  suggestion  repeated  in  that  of  last  year.  The  recommen- 
dation for  its  publication  and  distribution  in  Scandinavian  countries  is 
again  urged.      ^ 

LAROB  IN  EUROPE  AND  AMERICA. 

The  special  report  of  the  undersigned  on  the  rates  of  wages,  the  cost 
of  subsistence,  and  the  condition  of  the  working-classes  in  Great  Brit- 
ain, Germany,  France,  Belgium,  and  other  countries  of  Europe,  also 
in  the  United  States  and  British  America,  was  submitted  through  your 
predecessor  to  Congress,  at  its  last  session,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  Senate  of  the  United  States  subsequently  ordered  five  hundred 
copies  for  its  members,  and  three  hundred  to  supply  legations  and  con- 
sulates of  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries.  Appreciative  ac- 
knowledgments of  the  value  of  this  work  have  been  received  from 
prominent  persons  in  various  parts  of  Europe  and  America.  In  regard 
to  that  portion  which  relates  to  the  United  States,  the  following  extract 
from  last  year's  report  is  again  presented,  and  attention  directed  to  the 
recommendation  in  the  closing  sentence : 

It  may  1>e  proper  to  remark  that  the  rates  of  wacea  and  prices  of  provisions  in  the 
United  States,  i^bich  are  i;lven  in  the  tables,  are  based  npon  data  obtained  in  part 
tbroaeb  officers  of  internal  rerenue»  and  in  part  from  tbe  proprietors  of  industrial  es- 
tablianments  and  other  employers  of  labor.  In  many  cases  the  circular  of  inquiries 
sent  out  by  the  bureau  failed  to  elicit  replies  iVom  those  to  whom  it  was  addressedi 
aad  the  returns  from  some  of  tbe  States  were  oansenuently  so  meager  that  the  mean 
lates  of  wages  and  the  moan  cost  of  the  leading  articles  of  subsistence  deduced  there- 
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from  could  oot  bo  cousidored  as  marking  the  true  average  for  each  State.  To  remedy* 
this  defect  in  future  oditionSi  it  is  desirable  that  moans  should  bo  provided  to  enable 
the  chief  of  the  bureau  to  make  investigations  on  those  subjects  in  the  chief  centers 
of  manufacturing  industry,  and  in  the  principal  agricultural  districts  of  the  couutrv, 
by  means  of  personal  inquiry,  as  was  done  in  some  European  countries,  csi>ecially  ia 
Great  Britain,  Belgium,  and  Germany. 

STATISTICS  OF  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE,  TEANSPOnTATION,  ETC. 

Extract  from  an  act  approved  March  3, 1875. 

It  shall  bo  the  duty  of  ^the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  to  gather, 
collate,  and  annually  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  transmission  to  Con- 
gress, statistics  and  facts  relating  to  commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  among  thH 
several  States,  the  railroad  systems  of  this  and  other  countries,  the  construction  ami 
operation  of  railroads,  the  actnal  cost  of  such  construction  and  operation  of  railroads, 
the  actual  cost  of  transporting  freights  and  passengers  on  railroads  and  on  canals, 
rivers,  and  other  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States,  the  charges  imi>osed  for  such 
transportation  of 'freight  and  passengers,  and  the  tonnage  transported. 

In  accordance  with  the  pioyisions  of  law  above  cited,  a  division  was 
formed  ia  this  bureau  at  tlie  commencement  of  the  last  fiscal  year  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  intentions  of  Congress  in  this 
regard.  ExpertSi  selected  on  account  of  their  experience  in  commei*ce 
and  transportation,  have  been  employed,  and  by  this  means  liiuch  sta- 
tistical and  other  valuable  information  has  been  collected.  The  report 
upon  this  subject  is  nearly  completedi  and  will  be  made  to  you  foi 
transmission  to  Congress  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  month.  This  re- 
lK)rt  will  treat  of  the  general  movements  and  conditions  of  commerce, 
and  will  be  somewhat  iutroductoiy  in  its  general  treatment  of  the  sub* 
ject. 

DECLINE   IN   IMMIGBATION. 

• 

The  decline  in  immigration  mentioned  in  the  last  three  reports  has 
continued  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  showing  a  falling  off  of  57,512 
from  1875,  and  of  289,817  from  1873,  when  the  culminating  point  was 
reached.  The  hope  is  entertained  that  the  prostration  of  business  in 
this  country,  which  has  been  felt  and  deplored  for  the  last  three  years, 
has  reached  its  lowest  depression,  and  that  the  faint  indications  of  re- 
turning prosperity  whicb  are  now  apparent  will  increase  in  volume  until 
the  demand  for  labor  shall  regain  its  normal  activity.  , 

The  following  comparative  statements  will  exhibit  the  leading  facts 
connected  with  immigration  for  several  years  past : 

Table  l.-^Comparaiive  sUUement  of  immi^aXion  and  emvfgraiion  for  ike  fin  JUcal  jfoan 

from  Jmly  1, 1871,  to  June  30, 1676,  inclusive. 


Paasenson. 


ToUl  number  of  panengen  anlTed  In 

tJieUnitad  states 

Total  nomber  of  iiosaensen  deparied 

fhmi  the  United  States 

Excess  of  arriTals  over  departues,  or 
total  inorease  of  population  Vy  launl- 

gnitlon  ...». ........•.•••.•••••. 

l*asseogen  not  immlgranto: 

Cittseoa  of  the  United  Statet  rotiin- 

iOR  fhmi  abroad 

Aliens  not  intending  to  remain  in 

the  United  Stetea 

Total noo'lmmigrante  .•••••..•■•.. 
Total  aUena,  i, «..  total  atriTala  leas  oiU* 

Bens  of  the  United  Statea 

Net  immigration 

Kci  emigration,  eeitnate* 


Tear  ended  June  3fr— 

187S. 

1813. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

473,004 

Sfi0,68o 

37j,G79 

S9^»0 

S37.991 

99;  Ml 

119.  IM 

134,680 

100,786 

131,718 

379,130 

401,731 

310.993 

134,744 

106^973 

49.030 

47,744 

47.730 

S6,B0^ 

47.986 

18,173 

07, 398 

13,338 
61,083 

14,610 
03.340 

17. 134 
61^,033 

90.010 
68^003 

493,078 

404,(106 

89^6T6 

473,141 

439,803 

W.073 

39T.949 

311^330 

73,346 

344.633 

237.498 

93;  734 

K0,003 

109,086 

63,713 

Total. 


1.902,11!) 
639.  M0 

1,903.871 

343.414 

330,  &<; 

1, 63f .  7^^» 

1, 57^  4Ja 

3rA5bl 
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Table  IL^Comjmrativo  statement  of  immvfraiion  for  tJie  five  fiscal  if  ears  from  !ju1y  1, 1871, 
to  June  30, 187G,  showing  Xcw  York  and  **  all  other'*  dUtriota  separatel^f. 


PatMongen. 


Total  namber  of  paascogers  arriTed  iu 
(he  United  SUtM: 

yew  York 

All  other  ditttricU 

PaeiieiizerB  notimmignints : 

Citizens  of  the  United  States  return' 
ins  fh>m  abroad : 

XewYork 

All  other  diatriota 

Aliens  not  Intending  to  remain  in 
the  United  States :  • 

New  York 

All  other  distriota 

Total  non-immigrants : 

New  York , 

All  other  districts 

Net  immigration : 

New  York 

All  other  districU 

Aliens: 

New  York 

AU  other  districts 


« 

Year  eadcd  June  30— 

1973. 

1873. 

1874. 

1873. 

1876. 

311,735 
m9,S99 

:i37, 824 
183.  OGl 

2:»,  443 
14ti,  23G 

164,294 
131,  S3C 

116,589 
121,402 

24,828 
24, 22a 

27.  :m 

20.1J3 

31,294 
16,436 

29,795 
21,103 

28,761 
19,225 

3,C81 
14,  491 

2,899 
10,439 

4.005 
10.605 

3,505 
13,039 

5, 455 
14,504 

S8.500 
38,719 

30.490 
30,502 

33.299 
37.041 

33,300 
34,732 

34.216 
33,789 

283,236 
121,580 

307.334 
130,469 

194, 144 
119, 135 

130,994 
96,504 

82;  373 
87,013 

286,907 
136,071 

310,233 
162,908 

198, 149 
129,800 

134,499 
110, 133 

87,828 
102,177 

Total. 


1,159.885 
743,231 


142,269 
101, 145 


]9,54o 
63.728 

161,814 

164,  era 

998,071 
577,361 

1,017.616 
641,089 


*  ExeosB  of  total  nsssengers  departing  orer  the  number  of  pnasengeni  arriring  who  are  not  immi* 
granta;  this  method  of  arriving  at  the  ostimato  being  based  on  the  consideration  that,  in  a  aeries  of 
years,  the  number  of  non-immigrant  passensers  arrivuig,  both  citisen  and  alien,  will  equal  tho  number 
of  non<emigntnt  passengers  dc^iarting. 

Table  III. — Comparalive  statement  of  inuniffration,  hj  countries f  ethnologically  grouped,  for 

the  six  fiscal  years  from  July  1, 1870,  to  June  30, 1670. 


Countries. 


Kogland,  Scotland,  Wales. 
Ireland 


Teotooic : 

Qei-manj,  Austria,  Netherlands 

Scandinavian : 

Sweden,  Norway.  Denmark 

Latin: 

Belginm,  Switzerland,  France,  Italy, 

Spaio,  Portugal 

SUronfc : 

Itnaaia,  Poland 

China 

British  North  Amorioan  provinces 

Spanish  and  Portngiicflc  colonies : 

Mexico,  South  America,  Cuba,  Porto 

Rloo 

All  other  countries 


Year  ended  June  30— 


1871. 


•a-*.  455 
57.439 

88.431 

23,133 

9,833 

1,208 

7,  Ki"* 

47,083 


1,21H 
1.417 


1673. 


84,894 
68,732 

147,203 

28,575 

18,  eco 

2,611 

7,7w< 

40,176 


1.500 
4,440 


Total  immigrants 321,350  |i(H.80G 


1873. 


89.482 
77,344 

159,217 

35,  431 

28,361 

4,808 
20.292 
37,871 


1,7G0 
5, 0C7 


159,803 


1874. 


1875. 


0!,!»99 
53,707 

97,023 

19, 178 

2I,C91 

C»,  755 
13. 17« 


47,889 
37,957 

55,888 

14,323 

15.684 


8,906 
Ks  4:n 
32.900     24,051 


1, 5:ir. 
5,111 


1.954 
4.350 


313, 3:19   227,498 


1876. 


Total. 


29,27» 
19.575 

37,583 

12,333 

13,965 

.'1,689 
22,781 
22,471 


1.512 
4,808 


169,986 


398.998 
314,754 

585. 9;2 

132,011 

108,397 

29,  l.-i7 

88,209 

904,  bll 


9.4pO 
25, 193 


1,896,782 


*  16,042  of  this  number  were  roi)orti)d  as  from  *'  Great  Britaiu,  not  siiecifitnl.'* 

TRADE  WITH  CANADA, 

During  the  year  ended  June  30, 187G,  the  total  value  of  domestic 
merchandise  and  produce  e3:ported  to  Canada,  and  which  was  omitted 
in  the  returns  of  tho  United  States  customs  officers  on  the  Canadian 
border,  as  appears  from  the  official  statements  furnished  by  the  commis- 
sioner of  customs  of  the  Dominion,  amounted  to  810,507,563,  as  against 
915,590,524  iu  the  preceding  year,  and  $11,424,500  iu  1874. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  character  of  tho  articles  exported 
24  Ab 
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to  tUc  provinccH  of  Ootario  and  Qaebec  doriog  tbo  la&t  tiscui  year  u 
vbich  uo  retiinis  wrr»  mado  to  thtR  burean  from  tbe  United  States  c(4 
lectors  of  caHtoma  on  our  northern  border ; 

Statement,  accordinr;  bt  Canadian  iiccounls,  ithotcing  the  importg  into  Cai 
ada  from  the  United  States  in  cxcets  of  the  domestic  exporta  from  tt 
United  Statta  to  Canada,  lu  returned  to  the  Bureau  of  StatiaticD  I 
United  States  collectors  of  cnstomiij  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  t' 
30, 1876. 


BUwkiug $U.3M 

Boolcii,   pamphlatai   maps,    imU 

uUier  paUlications 32S.S54 

BraM  ftud  copper,  maunfactiues 


258,500 
ll,aG3 

103,136 


BriclM 

Broom  »  and  limabea  of  all  kinila . 
CuiMgoa.  crtU,  and  iiarUof.. 
C*n,   rMlnuid,   poMongcr   and 

ftelght •       Sl.KW 

Clocks  Kod  puta  of,  (iaotadiufc 

valchc*) Uil,4S6 

Co*1 538,B(e 

CoidAira,  rope,  and  twioa  of  all 

UoSa 22,538 

Cotton,  man  a  foe  tares  of 1,093,385 

Drufts,  ckomical*,    and  modi- 

dnaa 00,904 

DyMtnffii 86.768 

Foner  nrttclM 268,390 

Fniit« 60,SM 

Fun  and  for-ikiiiB 3I,27S 

Gh  flxtums  and  cbandolieni. ..       42,T91 
Jewelry  and  other  wanufka- 

tuiet  of  gold  and  ■ilvor Ii3,006 

note  and  monnfocturai  of 30, 976 

Bate,  cap«,  and  bonnotn 1^111,860 

Hidta  and  Hkiiu,  olhur  tlutn  for.      T2@.  09C< 
lodio-rubboT  aod  Kutt«-pcn>ha 

moDnfactiirEH. &i,X9 

limy  and  nteel,  ottd  manufiia- 

inresof 2,333,9« 

LeatliuT.  and  manatoclurea  of. .       1!S9, 153 

BuuUaud  aliMa 110,461] 

Mu^iic-il  iij 


NavttlBtorea $lt,!H» 

OJla: 

MlDcrol 

Wliale  and  othur  Usb 

Linsetid 

Orduauce  Htotea,  gaopowder. . . 
Pain  t«audpaial«ra' colon..... 
PalDtioga  and  'on;;i«viogs  .... 

Paper  and  stationery 

rrlDtiDK  preaaee and  type  .... 
PcoviBiooa : 

FUb,  incliiding  oyateis... 

Potatoea  and  othw  Togeto- 


410,4 


Uea.. 


Se^  clovor,  timothy,  ffodai, 

sndaUotb«r 

SewiQE-machlnca,  and  put*  of. 

Splrita  of  turpentine 

TobooM  and  mauu&ctutca  of; 


Tobacco  and  manufacturcHor: 

Clgani 

Snnff  and  otber  ntanafoe- 

VornUi 

Wino 

Wool,  raw  andflpooo. 

Wool,  mannfacturHi  of 

All  artiolea  not  enumerated ; 
All  otber  mouuliKtured  or- 


tieW 


Total 10,BOT,a 


It  will  bo  observed  that  the  (greater  portion  in  value  of  tliese  artJd 
exported  to  Canadft,  of  wbicb  uo  official  rctnrns  are  made  to  thj 
bureau,  connists  of  uiaiiiifacttirest  of  cotton,  wool,  iron,  copiier,  &a 
which  rc'jnire  in  tbeir  inxKiuetioo  the  employment  of  uo  liicouBlderaU 
amount  of  capital  and  skilled  labor.  Where  ouch  important  latei  ' 
are  involved  it  in  highly  desirable  that  our  accounts  of  esirarts  « 
show  98  completely  as  Is  possible  the  amount  and  cbarnctcr  of  the  siiriilnj 
produce  and  wuniifat-tures  Heii t  out  of  the  country,  and  the  exact  amuatttl 
taken  by  each  countvy.  Especially  is  it  important  that  in  all  legislaUoal 
aflecliiiK  "111'  fii'ii'll.i  l•ll^^ll<■s.•^  iriiiiri-i>ii!-s(i  wiili  (',iii:ida,  our  acooonl 
of  II.  ■     .     :     .     "  """.:"  Mn;Ii  achur.u:U 

ii->  Ji  boing  liable  t 

111'.  :rllOS8. 

Ifi  ■    ■  ;     I  _..■.-.  ,  .  ;iiii>n  was  diriKt 

tfill'i.^  ^-iii'jo'jt,  ;iiul  lUv  il'jiL-tiivo  I'.-iji.'-l^itiyu.  wlm.li  rendoreilitiUin 
if  not  tinite  iniiwftsJble  to  obtain  full  and  accurate  ettatcmcuU  of  oar  d 
iHtrls  Ui  CaoadO)  pointed  out.    Aa  mi  leglalatiou  hM.  since  takeo  j ' 
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providing  a  remedy  for  this  defect,  the  undersigned  again  respectfully 
but  earnestly  requests  that  the  facts  already  submitted  be  brought  to 
the  attention  of  Congress  at  the  ensuing  session,  and  that  legislation 
be  asked  for  extending  to  railroad-cars  and  other  laud-yehides  passing 
from  the  United  States  into  adjacent  fbreign  territory,  requirements  in 
regard  to  the  filing  of  lists  or  manifests  of  their  lading  similar  to  those 
now  provided  by  section  337  of  the  Revised  Statutes  with  respect  to 
vessels  clearing  for  foreign  countries. 

INTERNATIONAL  STATISTICAL  CONGRESS. 

The  ninth  session  of  the  International  Statirtical  Oongress  was  held 
at  Buda-Pesth,  Hungary,  in  September  last,  Imt  was  not  attended  by 
the  undersigned  I  nor  by  any  official  delegate  from  the  United  States. 

The  following  programme  indicates  tbe  woric  assigned  to  the  several 
sections  and  the  different  snlgects  submitted  to  the  consid^atioa  of  the 
Congress. 

SECTION  L— THEORY  OF  STATISTICS  AND  STATISTICS  OF  POPULATION. 

1.  ^atistics  as  an  object  of  primary,  secondary,  and  superiin*  instruc- 
tioD. 

2.  On  what  bases  must  statistics  rest  to  obtun  exact  tables  Of 
mortality  t 

•  3.  Under  what  form  should  periodteal  reports  on  the  movement  of 
popolation  of  great  cities  be  prepared  in  order  that  they  may  be  com- 
pared  f 

SECTION  n. — JUSTICE. 

1.  The  judicial  docket  Bud  repetitions  of  crime. 

2.  Public  records  of  mortgages,  (cadastre.) 

SECTION  ni.— MEDICAL  SECTION  AND  PUBLIC  HYaUSNE. 

1.  International  statistics  of  epidemic  diseases. 

2.  Statistics  of  cholera. 

3.  Statistics  of  baths  and  min^al-waters. 

SECTION  IV.— AGRICULTURE  AND  SYLVICULTURE. 

1.  Statistics  of  agriculture. 

2.  Statistics  of  forest-culture. 

3.  Agricultural  meteorology. 

SECTION  v.— HANUFACTURES,  COBDIERCE,  TRANSPORTATION,  FINANCE. 

1.  Statistics  of  household  manufactures. 

2.  Statistics  of  accidents  and  deaths  in  manufactories  resulting  from 
the  work  itself;  insurance  against  accidents,  and  statistics  of  institu- 
tions established  for  the  benefit  of  the  laboring  cliisscs  in  largo  manu- 
facturing establishments. 

3.  What  are  the  best  rules  by  which  the  general  accounts  and  tables 
of  foreign  commerce  should  be  made  up  t 

4.  Statistics  of  railroads  and  of  the  transportation  of  merchandise  of 
interior  commerce. 

5.  Plan  for  keeping  aocounts  of  the  flnauQes  of  great  cities. 
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Fvr  the  coHnideratutn  of  the  f/eiicnil  assonbli/. 

1.  Kuud  to  tbe  memory  of  Sir.  Quetelet. 

'J,  riaa  oF  ati  iutornatioDal  statistical  bibIiogra|)U.v. 

3.  Iteport  on  die  stiktistifs  of  steam -uiigiues  itoti  tbu  tadiistri:^  statis- 
tics of  Germany. 

The  congress  was  attended  by  455  uiemberB,  of  whom  2SJ  were  Hun- 
gariaDM  and  173  foreigners,  incloding  irt  from  Gerninny  and  Atutria. 

The  chief  of  this  biireau  vias  an  ollicial  delegate  of  the  United  States 
to  tbo  International  Statistical  Congress,  which  held  its  eighth  session 
at  8t.  Peterabnrg  in  August,  18T2,  and  participated  in  its  work,  being 
tihiefly  engaged  in  tho  two  important  sections  of  commerce  and  of  indat^- 
tiy.  In  the  former,  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  charged  with  the 
ureparataOQofa  plan  for  the  uniform  nomencIatnronudclusBiUcatiou  for 
mteniatJonal  piu^Kwes  of  mercantile  commodities  to  bo  a^Iopted  in  the 
publiBbed  statements  of  external  commerce,  aud  also  in  tho  records  of 
the  moremeiit  of  merchandise  by  railways  aud  on  navigable  waters. 
The  report  of  the  committee  on  tliis  subject  was  approved  aud  recom- 
meoded  by  the  section,  and  subseQucntly  adopted  by  the  congress,  but, 
although  considerably  modified  at  tlio  iDHtance  of  the  uudersigncd, 
uoitber  ttie  classification  nor,  in  every  respeet,  tbo  rcct)mmoodations 
met  his  entire  approval.  The  recommendations  of  tbc  consrcsa  were, 
however,  to  bo  itnbmittc<l  to  the  bareaos  of  statiutica  of  the  different 
ooontdes,  in  order  that  amendments  or  corrections  should  bo  suggested 
and  urged  at  the  succeeding  session,  in  the  hope  that  all  objectionable  I 
features  would  bo  removed,  and  a  plan  adopte<l  which  would  fully  meet  I 
the  approval  of  leading  statisticians  in  all  the  couutiies  represented. 

It  was  in  a  high  degree  desirable,  therefore,  that  this  bureau  should 
be  represented  at  the  uiuth  session  of  tbo  International  Congress,  in  or- 
der that  the  im])ortaut  work  at>ovo  indicated  might  be  Unally  completed 
and  the  details  perfected.    As  no  appropriation  wu.i  made  by  tha  Cou- 
gtesa  of  the  United  States  to  defray  tiio  necessary  expenses  incident  to  i 
the  journey  to  Pcstb,  the  Government  and  the  bureau  were  uurepre-  I 
seated,  and  the  benefits  which  might  have  resulted  froui  the  participa>  ^ 
tiou  iu  the  deliberations  of  .the  Statistical  Congress  by  the  nuderaigiwd, 
or  by  mny  oflicial  delegate,  were  not  realized. 

Kor  wore  any  delegates  present  from  this  country,  as  at  seveml  pre* 
vioos  sessions,  either  iis  representatives  of  statistical  or  other  assooio- 
Uons,  or  as  individuals  specially  interesteil  in  an<l  possessing  an  iutiiaat«  i 
knowledge  of  some  of  the  subjects  which  received  the  cousidcnition  of  the  I 

ooDjpcfls.  r 

Tne  absence  of  any  delegates  from  the  (Jnite<l  StateH  at  tbo  late  scs* 
eioa  was  tho  more  remarked*  iu  consequence  of  tho  comparatively  bu'co 
delegation,  oSicial  and  unolticial,  which  attended  the  se-Hsioii  at  tue 
more  distiuit  city  of  St.  X'etersburg,  at  which  meeting  an   uuofficiiiJ 
ioTitaUon  was  cxtendcni  to  hold  tho  ue^ct  session   of  the  Statistical  i 
OODgress  in  the  United  Strifes  of  AmeriuL ;  which  was,  iu  18T3,  supple*  J 
meoted  by  an  ofUdal  invitation  by  the  President  of  the  Uniteil  States^] 
inparsuanveofajoint  resolution  of  Congress.    It  was  not  uoreasoBable  I 
to  mpp('«c  that  after  suflidcnt  interest  hnd  been  evincwl  by  the  Qov.r 
emment  and  i>eoplc  of  the  IJuitod  States  tu  desire  a  session  of  this  in>  ] 

*Ur.  Eo|;i>l,  tliOfiulurNt  •latistic)ftn,(lirfiotor«rtli«  Kojol  Tni-iHiiiu  8latlBlio»I  B 
rofto,  wriUwnD'ler  lUlourtlii-plnuibi-rS:),  IVTti:  "Tbi-aliilisIlclMisnr'thu  IJultrd  Buua  ' 
wcMgnrUly  DiiiMHlut  ttio  I(it«inalinu»l  HtatkUiutl  Conert**  at  I)nila-|Mnt.  Tlluuieai' 
ben  dill  not  oveii  Iiniro  1li«  cuiiNi  cif  tlinlr  alMcucfi.  1  iio\to  tlial  11  wai  nul  itiQkiiaia 
which  fFCvrntnl  our  linntt-AtkuiUi;  rolltagora  from  ttDdrnnklKjjVlie  anlnDiuJonraeT." 
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tematioiial  institution  to  be  held  at  Washington,  attended  as  necessarily 
it  woald  be  with  no  inconsiderable  expense,  enoagh  of  sympathy  with 
the  objects  of  the  association  would  continue  to  be  manifested  to  send 
at  least  one  delegate  to  attend  its  session  at  Pesth. 

NUMBER  AND  TONNAGE  OF  VESSELS. 

A  statement  showing  the  number  of  vessels  and  amount  of  tonnage 
belonging  to  the  different  customs-districts  of  the  United  States  on  the 
30th  of  June,  1876,  geographically  classified,  is  appended  to  this  report, 
(marked  A.)    The  aggregate  tonnage  therein  given  is  as  follows : 


Clata  of  TesaeU.  VesMls.     Tom. 


fWal 17,741  8,370,005 

Steam 4,906  1,115^441 

Unric;^ i e,lS4  748^745 

Total 96,073  4,343,191 


niere  is  a  large  apparent  reduction  in  the  number  and  tonnage  of 
unrigged  vessels,  as  above  stated ;  but  this  is  owing  to  the  fact  that 
vessels  of  this  class,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  exempted  by  the  act  of 
April  18, 1874,  from  enrollment  and  license,  and  do  not  api)ear  in  the 
returns  of  tonnage  belonging  to  the  several  customs-districts  since  that 
period. 

niPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Detailed  statements  of  imports  into  and  of  domestic  and  foreign  ex- 
ports  from  the  Uniteil  States  during  the  fiscal  year  187G,  as  compared 
withthatof  1875,  in  which  the  increase  and  decrease  are  respectively 
indicated,  are  appended  to  this  report,  (marked  B.) 
Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

EDWARD  YOUNG, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Hon.  Lot  M.  Morrill, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


REPORT    OP    TQE    SUPERINTENDENT    OP     THE    UNITED 

STATES  COAST  SURVEY. 

Coast  Survey  Office, 

I       October  1, 1876. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  abstract  of  the  con- 
tents of  my  detailed  annual  report  which  is  now  in  preparation,  and 
which  as  usual  will  give  in  detail  the  character  and  statistics  of  the 
work  done  in  each  locality  to  which  parties  have  been  sent  on  the  At- 
lantic. Gulf,  and  Pacific  coasts  of  the  United  States. 

Field  operations  in  the  course  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 187G, 
have  indnded  deep-sea  soundings  between  the  coast  of  Maine  and 
OMr|ie^8  Bank ;  development  of  a  rock  near  Jeffrey's  Ledge ;  survey  of 
islands  between  Isle  an  Haut  and  Mount  Desert,  and  of  the  western 
shore  of  Blue  Hill  Bay ;  soundings  in  Isle  an  ^ut  Bay ;  topography  of 
Northern. Bay  near  Castine,  including  the  head  of  Bagaduee  River,  and 
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of  the  Penobacol  H'wet  above  Itucksport ;  tidal  otiservations  at  Nortli 
Hav^n,  Penobpcot  Bay,  ilaiiie;  rcviaion  of  eailing-directions  for  Coast 
Pilot,  and  vien-a  for  charts  botweeu  Eastport  and  Peuobscot  entraaoe^ 
observationn  for  dotenniuiuf;  the  co-ellicieDt  of  refraction  iiear  CamdeSf 
Me. ;  triangulatioii  iu  New  IlEimpshire ;  soundings  near  Fletcher's  Neck, 
off  Ukl  Orchard  Beach,  and  at  Saco  Kiver  entrance ;  tidal  obscrvatioDS 
nt  Bo-ttou,  Mass,;  detcriuiuatiuu  of  positions  of  life-sa\iDg  etatlooa 
alone  the  New  EngUiud  coast;  soimdiugs  near  Dnxbnry  Pier  Light, 
and  Uanomet  Point,  Mhs8.  ;  research  relative  to  deposit'*  in  PlyinOTitb 
llarbOT ;  hydrography  of  the  eastern  approach  to  Nantnckct  Sound,  and 
near  Monoinoy  Poiut>  Mass.,  also  of  the  sontbcrn  part  of  UaadkercUef 
Shoal,  Vineyard  Hound,  Alassachasetts;  topograpliy  of  Tauutou  VLWte 
between  Slount  Hope  Bivy  and  Weir  Tillage,  Masa. ;  tidal  obser%'atioiis 
at  Providence,  It.  I.;  determination  of  ligh^hou86  positions  between 
UyaniiisiMid  (inrnport,  N.  Y. ;  triangnlation  of  Connecticat  Biver1^»< 
toll::  .  :|iLy  adjacent  to  New  Uaven  Harbor;  development  I 

of  <  :-  ,  oast  end  of  Long  Island,  and  of  the  passage  be- 1 

two  Islands ;  triangulation  near  the  boundary  between  j 

Ne\.  '         iilinsetts;  revision  of  sailing-directions  and  vicw» 

of  hurli'KK  :lii<I  hni'iingH  in  I»ng  Island  Sonnd  nud  the  Hudson  Btror 
sbonsline  ;  survey  of  New  Yorlc  Harbor  from  the  Narrows  to  Astorift, 
and  nrom  Castle  Point  to  Ball's  Ferry ;  physical  researches  and  obserrs- 
tioas,  including  current  observations  in  Hndson  and  East  Itivers  and 
New  Vorif  Harbor;  and  development  of  Shrewsbury  llocks,  coast  of 
New  Jersey;  tidal  observations  in  New  York  Harbor;  latitude  and 
asiiimtb  determinations  at  Beacon  Hill,  N.  J.,  and  connection  of  pri- 
niai'y -station  [M>iut  with  triangulation  of  New  York  Harbor  ;  hydrog- 
raphy of  Fire  Island  inlet.  New  York ;  triangulation  of  south  coast  of 
Long  bland  between  Babylon  aiul  Far  liockaway,  and  topoj^jihy  east 
and  west  of  the  former,  also  at  the  eftstem  end  of  Great  South  Bay : 
tidal  observations  at  Sandy  Hook;  topograi>hy  of  Bamegat  Bay  ana 
vicinity  of  Toui'h  Uiver;  reconnaissance  for  triangnlation  in  Northern 
New  Jersey,  and  iu  the  I*ehigb  Valley,  IVnhsylvania;  hydrography  of 
the  Delaware  River,  and  development  of  a  Icdgo  between  Marcua  Uook 
and  Obesler,  Pa. ;  location  of  liange  Light  on  the  New  Jersey  aide  ot 
Baiao  river  above  Liston's  IVeo,  and  topography  of  nites'  for  others  oa 
the  west  side  of  the  river  near  the  last-named  point ;  rcconniuitsanoe 
for  triangulation  iu  southeast  part  of  Pennsylvania;  physical  hydros-' 
raphy  of  Norfolk  Harbor  and  adjacent  waters;  tidal  observations  at' 
Fortress  Monroe,  Va. ;  topography  of  imrtion  of  Smith's  Island  on  t^B' 
boundary  between  Maryland  and  Virginia;  tines  of  level  tmtween  Waab* 

'on  and  Anna[>olis;  magnetic  o^rvationn  at  Washington;  trian- 
rtion  of  Jaute:<  Itivor,  Virginia,  from   City  Point   to  Kichmond;, 

1  In  the  some  State  southward  along  the  Bine  Kidge,  inclnding* 
'iuations  of  latitude  and  azimuth;  reconnaissance  for  trian- 
1  along  the  Blue  Itidge,  sooth  and  west  of  Lyiichburgb.  Va., 
1  Went  Virginia;  hydrography  of  Pamplico  Soand,  North  C^r- 
'ang  the  weatern  sitle  north  to  Stumpy  I'oint ;  snrvey  of  Alli- 
_  iver,  from  previouB   limits   south  to  Blnnt's  Oaiial;   latitndi^ 

azimuth,  and  magnetic  observations  at  Sand  Island,  tn  the  north- 
ern part  of  Pamplico  Sound ;  hydrography  of  Core  Sound,  North 
Carolina ;  and  of  Wiuyali  Bay  and  (ieargetowit  Bar,  inclndtng 
the  Bwnthsof  the  i'cdee,  Waoramaw.  and  Sampit  Biren;  soamUofs 
neur  Ediato  Island  and  at  the  north  end  of  UnntJog  Island, SontU  Can>- 
Una;  triaugidotioii  near  the  banndar>-  between  Sooth  Carolina  and 
iJjptfiaj  lo'dfogn^^  of  Iferaaadina  Bar,  FkMidaj  recononii— nop  •( 
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Saini  .IoImi's  Kivrr.  Floriila.  from  Jacksonville  to  Lako  Monroe,  and 
triiinu'nliitiwis  :uhI  shoreline  survey  from  Jack.^onville  to  Manilarin 
Point  :  siuvry  of  Indian  Iliver,  Florida,  southward  to  near  Tape  Cafiav- 
fial:  livtlrn-rninhv  of  Krv  r*isoaviie  Hav.  and  sailincr-lini'S  for  channels 
:nriis<  rinrida  IJci-f;  tn.in;:i:!:ition  of  Sarasota  liay,  Florida,  and  topog- 
laphy  oi  II:Il>lMn.Mij:h  IJay;  liydr4»;,^raphy  of  coast  near  Sarasota  IJay, 
;i!hI  oi  llillsli.in.ii^ii  r.av;  detailed  >iirvev  of  (Jul f  coast  of  Florida  from 
Sjiwiiiii***  IJivt'r  to  l;o\vlfv's  Point:  hyilro;xrapliy  of  Ajipalachee  Day 
«  a>r  ami  west  of  the  ajiproaches  to  Snint  Maik's  1Iarl>or,  and  soundings 
in  Saint  .Ttwvph's  Pay:  hyilrop^rapliy  i*{'  the  northern  ct»asi  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mfxirii  In'f.vcen  Saint  Andrew's  Pay  ami  ^Mobile  Pay:  tria!i;;ulation 
iiear  the  iioumlarv  lutwccn  Xurlhcrn  (iet»!*,:ia  and  Alabama. and  recon- 
naisAanee  in  the  latter  State  to  continue  tricin;:ulatit»!i  west  of  the  Atlanta 
bas«*-lin<*:  tiian^rnlation  in  St»ut]ieasti-rii  Kentucky:  deep-sea  s«)und- 
iU^'s  in  ea-itcrn  part  anil  across  th«*  Tiulf  4if  Mexico,  witli  o])servarions 
on  currents  anil  for  tcm]»i'ratnre  and  dcn^'iiy:  sjiccial  survey  of  (.'ubitt's 
iia]i  and  Southwest  Pass,  (.MissiNsipjii  i)el;a.}with  cunenr  and  tidal 
ob>i«'rvations:  tiian^ulation  ami  Topo.L,i"aphy  of  same  localities:  recon- 
nal^since  fiu*  surv(*v  of  Par.itaria  l>.iv.  L-iiiisiana;  tidal  obs««rvations  at 
New  Orleans:  suivi*y  of  Miv<is>ippi  Kiver  from  Oakland  to  Peserve 
plantation:  anil  special  examlnatiou  of  Ponnet  Cam*  Crevasse:  tri- 
angrdation  in  Wi^'on^iin  ln'twe**!!  Prairie  du  Chien  and  Madison  :  sound- 
iii;:s  ctunpleti*'!  in  Topano  Pay,  Saint  (?!iarles  Pay,  Aransas  Pass, 
and  Corpus  riiristi  i'ass.  Texas* :  re<*onnaissance  for  trian^ulation  of 
Latrnna  Madre.  Texas:  tidal  olwervations  completeil  at  St.  Thomas, 
\Vr««t  India  islands:  nronnaissance  I'or  primary  triangulation  be- 
twei'n  San  Die^o  ami  San  Peilro,  Tal.:  survey  of  the  vicinity  of  Santa 
Monica,  an<l  of  the  :idjaeent  coast  of  California:  sonn«lin;:s  iu  the 
vicinity  of  Santa  Posa  anil  San  ^Ii;:u«'l  Islatids;  inshore  hydrog- 
raphy near  I*oint  I  )nn]e.  and  survey  of  Santa  .Moniea  15ay;  triangnlu- 
lion  of  the  we^ij-rn  ]iart  «>f  <'atalina  Islaml :  latitmle  and  a/iinuth  deter- 
njin«-d  near  iNiint  <  *once]»tion,  i  'alifornia  :  trian::ulation  across  the  Santa 
Parbara  <*hannel  to  Santa  Cm/  iNland :  trian;:uIation  and  topogi*;iphy 
of  *»nas.t  beiwiHMi  IN»int  Snr  ami  Montcn«y  l^iy;  tidal  observations  at 
Fort  point,  C;ilifi»rnia  :  current  i>bservations  in  San  Franciscc)  Pay:  hy- 
droi»raphy  ijf  Mare  i^Ianil  Strait  and  iv:inpiines  Strait,  California:  reeoii- 
nais«anci-  ami  ni:titi  trian<xtilnlion  aciovs  :he  Sacraiiientii  V:illev,  includ- 
jn;j  the  *;»*!ecli«in  of  the  V«»lo  base-line:  ti!an;;ula1  ions  anil  topo;;;raphy 
i»t  cL.i^t  l»ftwe<-ii  i*ode;.M  Head  an*!  I'or!  Pos-:,  Cal.:  erect i*»n  of  a  per- 
maiii'nt  ""iuMial  on  Mount  Shasta,  Califoniia:  topo^'r:i]diy  ami  trian- 
L'ulatioii  III  ih."  coast  of  On»;:on,  above  and  below  tlie  Nehalein  Pivcr, 
anil  «-oiitinij.itii»!i  of  tin*  hydn>irraphy  of  the  C.iluiibia  Piver :  tidal 
«tbiUTvation<«  a'  Astoria,  Oreijon :  li\ilrou'rapli\  of  Ailmiralty  inlet. 
\Va«hin::Tnii  Territory,  from  Diiwainish  Pay  to  Pi»rl  Madison:  tidal 
ob^^-rAatiiiU'c  at  Port  TownsliemI,  \Va«^hin;:ton  Teniiory,  and  :;t  Hono- 
I'ilii.  S.imlwieh  Islands. 

In  I  lit-  ••llice  t!ie  w<irk  has  l>f*en  kept  up  to  tlie  fielilwoii,  nf  the  pre- 
n-«linir  s4M<iiii.  t|„.  eiinipulations  of  the  curi*e!ii.  ^'iMHhtic,  tii^'orionietri- 
eal.and  tiilal  ofisf-rvations  h.iving  Im-cu  didy  made,  inr-lr:diii;^  ;!ie  jirepa- 
r;itioM  of  re«*oriU  ami  resultM  fiir  )mblication  :  tliietaMi  »<  for  tin-  princi- 
p.il  Hini-]Mirtsof  the  Cnifpil  States  for  they*'ar  H77  have  bee:i  publj.shed: 
tli«'  drawifiir  nt"  s4»ventysevi«n  cliarts  lias  lM»e!j  in  i«ri»i:»^-^ ..  and  of  this 
nnmUT  twenty-nine  lia\e  l»eeu  eompleted. 

Twelve  n<'W  efif»|H'r-iihit#^  charts  have  l»een  bcjrun.  one  hundred  and 
two  have  leiviveil  add  it  if  mis  hy  engravin;:.  ami  twenty  ihree  have  lieeu 
lini)«hc-d:  un  aggregate  of  twelve  thoniiaud  copicii  of  cluvvl:«i  \\vv&\^^^^ 
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i^uetl  in  tbe  cuurEe  of  IUb  year ;  iunl  a  distriljutioii  made  of  apv9 
a  tliouiuiDiI  copies  o!'  tlio  Riinunl  lo^wrts  Tor  prcrioas  years. 

The  proiiaratiou  tor  publicutioti  of  tbe  second  volame  of  tbe  AUaotiOj 
Count  Pilot  (extruding  from  ItoKtoa  liarbor  to  New  York  cutrance,  oaf 
induding  tlio  Hudsou  River)  bus  beeu  coDtiuaed,  nod  will  soOQ  twcom 
]i]et«<l. 

Respect  full  V  snbmilled. 

C.  P.  PATTERSOK, 
SitperiiiternhHt  Cnile^}  Slale»  Coast  Surrey,  i 


REPORT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  LIOnT-HOUSE  HOARD;] 

Treasury  Department, 
Office  op  thk  LtaHT-nousK  Board, 

M'^nithitigto7t,  Septmher  1, 187C. 
ITon.  Ti.  M.  Monnn-L, 

Si-crftfiry  11/  thf  Treasury : 

Sir  :  Wc  Iiiive  tbe  honor  respertfiilly  to  siiliinit  for  yunv  iiifortnatioB, 
niid  for  tbnt  of  tlongrcfia,  the  following  reirort  of  tbe  oiwratiolis  of  tlie 
Iiigbt'lIoiis(>  Estnblifiliuient  duriug  tbe  past  fiscal  year. 

A  (leliiiled  stjitement  of  the  operations  in  eacb  of  the  foiirteea  g 
graphiad  dintricts  into  wUich  tbe  Ligbt-Honse  Establisbmeut  in  dividaj 
i!t  given  under  Ilie  np])ropriate  beads.  From  tbin  it  will  be  seen  t!in| 
tbe  board  bn»  cflicieutly  luaintaiued  tbe  oida  to  navigation  already  coii| 
pleted :  tbat  it  bas  establisbed  new  aids  of  a  perniauent  character,  1 
saaiit  to  appropriations  made  tor  that  pnrpose;  tbat  it  has  ent-iblia 
others  of  a  temporary  character,  as  the  opening  of  new  channclfi,  or  £ 
closiog  ot  old  ouea,  lias  made  it  uecesaai-y,  and  that  it  haa  done  sul  in  td 
power  to  meet  the  necessities  of  our  iucreasiug  commerce. 

Since  the  formation  of  tbe  two  river  districts  which  embrace  the  vat 
of  the  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and  Ohio  Kivers,  tbe  labors  of  the  I:        ._ 
have  been  considerably  increased.    The  navigation  of  these  rivers  is  of  so" 
intricate  a  character  tbat  steamboats  were  often  detained  for  hours  wait- 
ing for  daylight  to  enable  tbcm  to  pass  obntructiou».    Tbe  estaMisb- 
mentof  these  litflits  bas  practically  obviated  this  difGculty,  and  1 
boats  paniue  tbcir  course  by  night  as  well  as  by  day  in  safety.    ' 
shilling  nature  of  the  channels  rendering  the  establishment  of  i^e 
uent  lights  impracticable,  leus-IanteroB  which  can  be  readily  m 
from  time  to  time,  as  fonnd  necessary,  have  been  adopted.    None  1 
found  in  morketwliicb  would  show  a  steady  ligbl  during  severe  stc~ 
bntafler  ascricsof  ex|>erimonta modifications  were ninde, and  the  b 
now  has  a  lantern,  at  very  moderate  cost,  sufficiently  powerfnl  for  r 
purposes  and  a4lmirably  adapted  to  tbe  wants  of  tbe  fiervic& 

During  tbo  past  year  the  board  has  collected  fifty  small  libra 
containing  abont  forty  volnuieseacb,  for  use  at  the  more  isolated  II 
Ktations.    It  is  intended  that  each  library  shall  remain  aboiil  si 
ntnplui^!,  wbeu  it  will  be  exchanged  for  another.    i;,\  : 
keepers  will  be  (instantly  supplied  with  fresh  and  1  in. 
matter  and  be  tunde  more  couteuteil  with  the  lonely  lifi-  ■> 
o(  tiieso  distant  and  often  luacceAsiblo  stations.    The  l>< " 
lliese  libraries  v.  ere  in  part  contributed  by  private  individual;*, 
in  i>art  pnrcb:usci]  from  tbe  appropriation  mailo  therefor.     It  la  j 
'  '  ~ '  '    add  Ut  the  number  of  these  libraries  ontll  there  Bl 
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The  board  is  displayiDg  at  the  Centennial  Exposition  at  Philadelphia 
specimens  of  the  illnmiuating  apparatus  now  employed,  and  models  and 
drawings  of  light-honses  of  ]>eeuliar  or  difficult  constrnction.  Speci- 
mens of  the  yarioQS  kinds  of  floating  aidsin  actual  use,  including  buoys 
of  the  various  kinds  and  sizes,  with  their  moorings,  and  models  of  light* 
ships  lately  built,  are  also  shown.  The  superstructure  of  the  light-house 
intended  for  erection  at  Ship  John  Shoal,  Delaware  Bay,  is  set  up  in 
the  grounds.  Fog-signals  now  in  use,  viz,  the  sirens,  operated  by  steam 
and  by  hot  air,  and  the  bell,  struck  by  machinery,  are  exhibited,  and 
frequently  put  in  operation.  A  detailed  account  of  the  exhibit  of  the 
bo8^  will  be  found  in  the  appendix,  together  with  a  report  upon  the 
exhibits  made  by  other  nations  of  matters  relating  to  their  several  light* 
house  establishments. 

The  board  had  made  its  preparations  to  use  mineraLoil  in  its  lights 
of  the  lower  orders,  and  was  perfecting  its  arrangements  to  introduce  it 
into  the  larger  lights,  when  it  was  estopped  by  a  claim  that  in  using  the 
burner  made  in  its  own  shops  it  was  iniringinpf  upon  a  patent  held  by 
private  parties.  The  facts,  and  the  laws  bearing  upon  them,  are  now 
being  considered  by  the  law-officers  of  the  €k>vemment,  and  when  a 
conclusion  is  reached,  the  l)oard  will  be  prepared  to  act  vigorously  in 
carrying  out  its  plans. 

During  the  past  year  a  buoy  invented  by  J.  M.  Courtenay,  esq.,  has  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  boiurd.  It  is  of  iron,  and  sounds  a  whistle 
by  means  of  air  compressed  in  the  buoy  by  the  motion  of  the  sea.  One  of 
these  buoys  has  been  placed  at  the  entrance  to  G^ney's  Channel,  New 
York  Harbor,  one  off  Fire  Island,  one  near  the  Duck  Eocks,  coast  of 
Maine,  and  one  off  Gape  Elizabeth,  coast  of  Maine,  for  trial.  The 
reports  of  pilots  and  masters  of  vessels,  are  in  their  favor. 

The  light-ship  (No.  41)  for  which  appropriation  was  made  by  Congress 
is  nearly  completed.  She  has  been  planned  and  built  with  great  care, 
and  is  fitted  with  every  appliance  to  make  her  safe  and  efficient.  She  is 
to  have  as  a  fog-signal,  a  siren  operated  by  an  improved  caloric  engine, 
from  which  the  best  results  are  expected.  The  builder  of  this  appa- 
ratus is  so  confident  of  its  entire  success  that  he  puts  it  into  the  ves- 
sel with  the  understanding  that,  if  it  does  not  give  satisfaction  to  tiie 
board,  it  will  be  removed  free  of  all  expense  to  the  light-house  service. 

The  estimated  amounts  that  will  be  required  for  the  general  service  of 
the  Light-House  Establishment  during  the  coming  fiscal  year  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

For  salaries  of  keepers  of  light-houses,  $594,600,  being  the  average 
allowance  authorized  by  law  of  $600  each  for  091  light-keepers. 

For  expenses  of  light-ships,  $250,000,  being  the  amount  required 
for  maintenance  and  repairs  of  the  29  light-ships  now  in  the  service. 

For  expenses  of  buoyage,  $350,000 ;  being  the  amount  required  to 
ke^  in  place  and  in  proper  order  the  large  number  of  buoys  now  under 
the  charge  of  the  board,  and  to  replace  those  lost  and  worn  out  during 
the  year. 

For  expenses  of  fog-signals,  $50,000.  This  amount  is  to  be  used  for 
renewing,  refitting,  and  improving  fog-signals.  It  is  the  sum  usually 
appropriated,  but  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  number  and  consequent 
expense  of  these  aids  to  navigation  are  constantly  increasing. 

For  inspecting  lights,  $5,000  j  required  to  pay  expenses  of  inspection, 
and  including  rewards  paid  for  information  as  to  collisions. 

For  supplies  of  light-houses,  $400,000;  to  purchase  oil,  wicks,  chim- 
neys, cleaning  materials,  and  other  annual  supplies,  and  to  meet  other 
expenses  of  an  incidental  nature. 
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For  repairs  of  liglit-lioiises,  1^300,000,  This  amouuC  l»  somovln? 
Uian  the  nsnal  psiimato,  niid  is  necoasnry  tomiable  ttio  bonnl  top 
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An  estimate  is  submitted  f(^  building  a  light-hoase  at,  or  in  the  vicin- 
ity of,  American  Shoal,  Florida  Beefo,  to  light  the  dark  space  between 
Sombrero  Key  and  Sand  Key  lights.  The  strong  and  variable  currents 
along  the  Florida  Beef  renders  navigation  so  difficult  and  dangerous, 
that  many  wrecks,  causing  heavy  losses,  occur  each  year.  The  pro- 
posed light  on  American  Shoal  is  one  of  the  system  adopted  for  the 
permanent  and  efficient  lighting  of  this  dangerous  reef,  and  it  should 
be  erected  without  unnecessary  delay ;  labor  and  material  being  un- 
usually low,  the  present  is  a  very  favorable  opportunity  for  its  con- 
struction. 

The  need  of  proper  accommodationB  in  this  city  for  the  transaction 
of  the  business  and  the  deposit  of  the  archives  of  the  Light-House 
Board  has  long  been  felt  Its  offices  have  several  times  been  moved 
from  building  to  building,  and  are  now  so  inconveniently  placed  in 
rented  upper  rooms,  that  its  records  are  to  a  certain  extent  inaccessible,  a 
portion  being  in  boxes  at  the  Treasury  Department.  Its  laboratory  is  at 
Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  and  its  models,  now  at  Philadelphia  will  have  to 
be  remanded  to  the  various  districts  from  which  they  were  gathered. 
Last  year  it  was  proposed  to  insert  in  the  estimates  an  item  for  the  con- 
struction of  such  a  building  as  would  meet  its  wants ;  but,  owing  to 
the  necessity  of  economizing  in  expenditures,  it  was  omitted.  The 
board  is  now  of  the  opinion  that  an  appropriation  for  this  purpose 
should  be  made  without  unnecessary  delay.  Its  business  has  vastly 
increased  in  the  last  twenty  years ;  records  of  great  value  are  constantly 
accumulating,  and  can  be  properly  preserved  only  in  a  fire-proof  build- 
ing. It  is  necessary  to  make  frequent  experiments  with  light-house 
iUnminants  and  apparatus.  Such  experiments,  particularly  those  re- 
lating to  illuminating  materials,  require  a  building  especially  adapted 
to  the  purpose.  The  only  one  now  used  is  at  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  so 
far  distant  that  the  members  of  the  board  cannot  give  such  subjects  the 
careful  study  and  attention  which  they  demand.  A  building  such  as 
that  proposed,  while  serving  the  purposes  mentioned  above,  is  also 
needed  to  accommodate  the  officers,  employes,  and  records  of  the  board, 
and  to  famish  space  for  storing  its  models,  specimens  of  the  various 
materials  used  in  the  service,  and  samples  of  its  lamps  and  lenses. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  but  one  change  has  been  made  in  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Light-House  Board :  Bear  Admiral  Alexander  Murray, 
U.  S.  K,  has  been  succeeded  by  Commodore  Geo.  B.  Balch,  U.  S.  N. 
The  other  members,  viz,  Professor  Henry,  General  Barnard,  Colonel  Poe, 
Captain  Davis,  Mr.  Patterson,  Commander  Walker,  and  Major  Haios, 
remain  as  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report. 
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Litt  of  alUrationa  in  existing  I'lghia  made  from  July  1, 1875,  to  Juno  20, 187G. 


Station. 


CbaDges  made. 


Sborelfia  Sboali  lifiht-sbip, 
off  Chatham.  Mam. 

Delaware  Breakwater,  en- 
tranee  to  Delaware  Ba 

Malum**  Biver,  Delaware 


iiay 


Jordan's  Point.  Jamee  River, 

Yli][inia. 
York  S]>it,  entrance  to  York 

Hirer.  Virginia. 
LoTe  Point,  near  Kent  Island. 

Cheaapeake  Bay. 
Dx7  TortQgaa  Harbor,  Flor- 
ida Keya. 
Barrataria  Bay,  Louisiana. . . 

▲alitabnla,  mouth  of  Ashta- 

bnla  Rirer,  Ohia 
Black  Biver,  Lake  Erie,  Ohio. 
MaameelnaerBaiigo,  Toledo, 

Ohio. 
Manistee,  Kiohigao 


Michigan 


Milwaakee  pier.  Wiscnnnin.. 
PoTerlTlsbuid,  Lake  Michi' 
san,  Wisconsin. 


Light  changed  from  white  to  red 

Interval  of  flashes  increased  to  one  minnte. . . . 

Li;rht  shifted  to  new  stnictnro  1,080  feet  from 

old  one. 
Lisbt  plsrvd  on  new  structore  a  Mhort  distance 

from  old  one. 
Licht  raised  from  flfth  to  ftmrih  order,  with 

donblo-wiok  bonier. 
Light  reduced  Item  three  and  a  half  to  fifth 

order. 
Lizht  removed  to  an  ai^accnt  bastion  of  Port 

Jeflbrson. 
Arc  of  visibility  increased  so  that  the  light  can 

be  seen  around  the  entire  horison. 
Light  shifted  fh>m  the  east  pier  to  the  outer 

endof  westvier.  i 

Light  shifted  to  the  outer  end  of  west  pier 

Lights  ohsnged  lh>m  white  to  rod 

Light  shifted  to  outer  end  of  south  pier  snd 

chsnged  to  fixed  red. 
".do 

Light  rainsd  fhim  sixth  to  fourth  order 

Light  shifted  to  perwauout  structure 


Dato  of  alteration. 


Pebniary  1, 1876. 
May  1,  ld7d. 
October  t20, 1975. 
August  SJ.  1875. 
August  6, 1875. 
November  15^  1875. 
April5,187& 
July  31. 1875. 

Opening  of  navigation, 

1876. 
October  1.1875. 
0|)enifig  of  uavigatioQ, 

1876. 
OoU>ber]5,1673. 

Oldening  of  navigalion, 

1876. 
Miireh,  1876. 
Augubt  lU,  1875. 


IJtl  of  Ugh  (9  discontitiued  between  Jitlg  1, 1875.  and  Jmm  30, 187C. 


If  ame  of  statiou. 


FogF»int 

Thomas's  Point... 
Brant  Island  Shoal 

West  Shoal 

Fast  fihoal 


Locality. 


On  Fog  Point-,  east  side  of  Chesapeake  Ba)', 
Maryland. 

On  Thomas's  Point,  west  sideof  Chesapeake  Bay, 
Maryland. 

On  southern  part  of  Pamlico  tSound,  North 

Carolina. 
On  Combahee  Shoal.  Saint  Helena  Sonnd,South 

Carolina. 


i  Entrance  to  Matagorda  Bay,  Texas 


When  discontinued. 


September  10, 1673b  <Sa- 
persededby  Solomon's 
Lump  light.) 

Novemlier5iO,1875.  (Su- 
perseded by  Thomas's 
Point  Shoal  light.) 

May 94.1876.  (Destroy- 
ed by  fire.) 

June  90, 1876. 


September  17, 1875.  (De- 
atroyed  by  a  hutri* 
I.) 


JOSEPH  HKKRY, 

Chairman, 


KBPORT 

or 

THE   SECRETARY   OF   WAR. 


Wa&  Dspasxmert,  Simmber  20, 1B76. 

Ms.  President  :  The  short  space  of  time  that  has  elapsed  siiioe  I 
entered  upon  my  present  duties  has  barely  sufficed  to  familiarige  me 
with  the  aflEEurs  of  the  Department,  and  in  this  report  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  a  samma,^  of  the  reports  of  the  Genosl  of  the  Army  and  the 
chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus,  referring  you  for  details  to  the  full  reports 
of  those  officers,  which  are  presented  herewith. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  speak  here  of  the  size  or  organization  of  the  Army, 
for  the  "  whole  subject  of  reform  and  re-organization  of  the  Army  ^  has 
been  referred,  by  the  act  of  July  24, 1876,  to  a  commission  consisting  of 
two  members  from  each  house  of  Ck>ngress,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
two  officers  of  the  Army.  This  commission  met  on  the  11th  of  August, 
and  has  since  collected  a  large  mass  of  valuable  statistics  and  opinions 
bearing  upon  the  questions  before  it  These  are  now  under  considera- 
tion, and  after  full  deliberation  the  report  will  be  made  up  and  presented 
to  yon  for  transmittal  to  Congress.  It  is  hoped  that  the  convictions  of  a 
commission  containing  such  distinguished  officers  as  Gtenerals  Sherman 
and  Meigs,  and  Senators  and  Bepresentatives  of  experience  both  in  mili- 
tary and  legislative  affairs,  will  receive  from  Congress  the  consideration 
to  which  they  are  entitled,  and  that  a  comprehensive  organic  act  may  be 
fhuned  for  the  Army  which  shall  relieve  it  in  the  future  from  much  of  the 
special  legislation  which  in  so  many  cases  is  very  detrimental  to  its  dis- 
cipline and  efficiency. 

By  the  act  of  March  1, 1875,  the  President  was  authorized  to  make 
and  publish  regolations  for  the  government  of  the  Army,  in  accordance 
with  existing  laws.  A  sot  of  regulations  was  drawn  up  under  this  act 
and  was  in  course  of  consideration  when,  by  resolution  of  August  15, 
187G,  the  President  was  requested  "  to  postpone  all  action  in  connectiou 
with  the  publication  of  said  regulations  until  after  the  report  of  said 
commission  shall  have  been  received  and  acted  on  by  Congress  at  its 
next  session."  In  accordance  with  this  resolution  the  draught  of  the 
regulations  has  been  submitted  to  this  commission  for  consideration  in 
connection  with  other  matters  brought  to  its  attention,  and  no  further 
action  has  been  taken  for  their  promulgation« 
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FINANOIAL, STATEMENT,  ESTIMATESi  ETC. 

The  Gliiof  of  Engineers  lias  submitted  estimates  as  follows : 

Fortifications  and  other  works  of  defense $2,228,000 

River  and  harbor  improyements 13,220,100 

Baildiogs  and  grounds  in  and  around  Washington 229,050 

Washington  Aqoednet .    349,500 

Surveys • 382,000 

Total 16,408,650 

Of  this  it  will  be  perceived  that  tlie  greatest  portion,  oyer  thirteen 
millions  of  dollars,  is  for  rivers  and  harbors.  I  submit  this  without  fur- 
ther comment  than  to  remark  that  this  is  not  au  ^<  estimate  "  in  the  sense 
of  the  estimates  asked  for  other  purposes ;  it  is  not  approved  nor  dis- 
approved, but  it  is  forwarded  in  response  to  various  acts  of  Congress 
calling  ibr  surveys  and  estimates  for  improvement  at  various  localities. 

For  all  purposes  than  those  just  named  the  estimates  are— 

For  1877-*78 $37,583,655  10 

The  appropriations  for  1876-77 30»610,35l  33 

The  appropriations  for  1875-76 31,325,822  00 

The  appropriations  for  1874-75 30,915,265  00 

The  increase  in  the  present  estimates  over  the  appropriations  for  the 
current  year  is  made  up  as  follows : 

CivU estahlUhment $48,437  36 

Hmtary  estahlishment r 4,078,655  40 

Publicworks 2,201,902  70 

Miscelhineons.... 644,208  31 

Total 6,973  203  77 

The  public  works  are  the  new  building  for  the  War,  State,  and  Navy 
Departments,  the  Bock  Island  arsenal,  and  the  hospital  and  other  works 
much  needed  at  West  Point  All  of  these  are  now  in  course  of  construc- 
tion and  cannot  be  abandoned.  The  above  increase  is  needed  in  order 
to  prosecute  the  works  economically.  The  increase  for  the  civil  estab- 
lishment is  imperatively  demanded,  as  the  business  of  the  Department 
cannot  be  properly  transacted  with  the  present  reduced  clerical  force. 
The  increase  in  <^  miscellaneous  estimates"  is  made  up  of  $350,000  for 
refunding  to  States  the  expenses  incurred  in  raising  volunteers ;  $98,000 
for  furnishing  artificial  limbs  under  existing  laws ;  $50,000  for  the  Signal 
Service;  $77,850  for  printing  and  binding,  and  the  remainder,  $88,358.31, 
for  various  minor  objects.  The  large  increase— over  $4,000,000— asked 
for  the  military  service  is  made  up  of  $1,385,000  for  armament  of  fortifi- 
cations, manufacture  of  small-arms,  and  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  pow- 
der-depot ;  and  nearly  three  millions  for  quartermasters'  and  subsistence 
supplies.  These  estimates  are  carefully  made,  and  are  based  on  the  num- 
ber of  men  authorized  by  law  and  their  probable  requirements,  as  deter- 
mined  by  years  of  experience. 

The  appropriations  for  the  current  year  furnish  no  criterion  of  what 
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is  reijuiied  for  the  BUX>[)ort  of  tbu  Departmeut.  It  its  prubublo  lliaCifl 
(IfUcieucy  approimatiou  will  l»c  uecessary  in  order  to  meet  tbu  cxpeOBH 
duriiig  the  latter  uioatlis  of  the  year,  altliutigli  no  ellurts  will  bo  sgiarifl 
to  avoid  it.  It  will  be  seeu,  ou  vompuriug  tbo  preheat  estimates  witb  id 
ftpprnpriationB  for  1875  and  1870,  tliat  an  increase  of  $0,000,000,  in  rond 
numbers,  is  asked  for ;  tbat  ooe-tbird  of  tbls  is  necessitated  by  tlie  !■ 
ci-ea»e  of  tlieniimber  of  men  ;  and  the  rest  by  public  workti  tboii  ouly  cod 
meuced  aud  now  requiriog  large  exiwudi tares,  by  the  armauieut  of  fbfl 
liHcatiouH  uitd  uiauufacturu  of  smuU-aruis,  aud  lastly,  but  very  larged 
by  tbe  fact  that  for  tlie  past  few  years  tbe  supply -departmonts  bare  bed 
tuauaged  witb  tbe  view  of  absorbing  all  tbe  stores  left  over  from  td 
war,  and  otber  accumulations.  By  tbe  end  of  tbe  fiscal  year  it  will  d 
longer  bo  possible  to  do  tbis;  tbe  working  stock  on  baml  willbcciiUnd 
cxbuast^d,  and  it  will  be  necessary  at  once  to  begin  to  replenisb  it.  ■ 
Tbe  cbiefs  of  bureaus  consider  it  tbeir  duty  to  make  estimates  "'id 
tJic  XJurposc  of  being  able  to  meet  nil  demands  tliat  may  bo  made  upd 
tbem.  If  tbcse  demands  are  less  tban  anticipatctl,  tbe  money  levuifl 
to  tbe  Treasury  by  taw.  These  estimates  are  npproved  aud  commeudd 
lo  tbe  favorable  eon  aider  at  ion  of  Congress.  ■ 
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sbows  tbat  our  small  force  of  e&ectivo  troops  bas  been  very  actt%'d 
employed  during  tbe  p:ist  year;  (I'l'to  ns  actively,  in  General  iSbcrmod 
opinion,  as  at  any  time  daring  tbe  civil  war.  Tbeir  cmploystcnt  id 
lieea  mainly  dii-ected  to  two  objects :  first,  to  compel  tbe  wild  Siod 
Indians  to  acknowledge  tbe  autborily  of  tbe  Government;  and,  »eeod 
lo  preserve  order  at  tbe  Soutb.  Of  tbe  latter  it  is  only  uccessaryfl 
statu  tbat  grave  and  well-founded  upprubeusions  existed  in  the  inld 
of  the  people  of  all  sections  of  tbo  country  tbat  disturlmnco  i&l|fl 
arise  in  tbe  Soutbern  States  during  tbe  excitement  of  tbe  late  elootld 
aud  tUat  it  was  tbe  imperative  duty  of  tlie  Goverumcut  to  be  prepild 
to  i|aell  any  sncb  disturbnuu^  at  tbe  very  moment  of  iUt  outbreak,  fl 
order  to  l>e  prepared  for  any  sueb  ooutingeucy,  Lieutcnaat-Gencd 
Hboridau,  commanding  tbe  Military  Uiviaiou  of  tbe  Missouri,  w«8  d 
BtmcteU  to  concentrate  a  siilllcient  number  of  troops  in  New  OtlMd 
under  ISrigadicr-(ioucral  Augur,  commanding  tbe  Deimrtmcnt  of  d 
Gulf;  and  Major-Gencral  Ilancock,  commanding  the  Divisioti  of  d 
Atlantic,  was  directed  to  deUurb  a  KuAIcicut  number  of  coutpouiui  fid 
tbe  guiTisons  ou  tbe  sea-coiist  aiul  scud  tbem  to  Soutb  C:iuvllli»d 
duly  under  tbe  orders  of  C'ulouel  Kuger,  wbo  bad  bitel.\'  been  iimiiLd 
to  the  command  of  tbe  Department  of  the  Suutb,  aud  ordered  to  nd 
bis  head<inarter»  temporarily  at  Columbia.  d 

Peace  lias  l>een  preserved  by  tbexe  precautions,  and  tbe  difficalt  H 
arduous  dnticH  retjuired  of  tbe  ofUcers  and  soldiers  engaged  npOD  fl 
uoat  delicate  service  bave  been  jicrformed  witb  gr^^t  prndeoce  aDA<fl 
cretioDf  nud  to  Ibe  satisfaetiou  of  all  rigbt-niinded  ineu.  fl 
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Concerniug  the  active  military  operations  in  the  Northwest,  I  invite 
your  special  attention  to  General  Sherman's  report.  A  clear,  concise 
history  of  this  "  Indian  war"  is  there  given,  from  the  time,  about  a  year 
ago,  when  the  Indian  Bnrcaii  first  intimated  that  these  Indians  mast 
be  brought  into  subjection,  up  to  the  present  moment,  when  forces  from 
General  Terry's  command  are  closing  around  one  small  remnant  (of 
thirty  lodges)  under  Sitting  Bull,  and  General  Crook  is  pursuing  the 
other  remnant  under  Crazy  Horse.  To  this  report  it  is  unnecessary  for 
me  to  add  anything ;  but  I  wish  to  bring  out  in  its  full  prominence  the 
important  fact  that  a  vigorous  effort  is  now  being  made — and  so  far 
with  success — to  disarm  and  dismount  the  agency  Indians.  Deprived 
of  their  arms  and  ponies  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  on  the  next  out- 
break of  hostilities  the  young  warriors  about  the  agencies  will  not  at 
once  start  off  to  join  the  hostiles,  and  that  the  anomaly  will  not  again 
be  presented  of  the  Government  forces  being  met  in  summer  by  hostile 
Indians  sheltered  and  cared  for  at  Government  expense  during  the  pre- 
vious winter.  If  this  policy  can  be  enforced,  and  if  the  wild  Indians 
can  be  compelled  by  lack  of  ammunition  to  submit,  and  can  be  concen- 
trated on  a  few  reservations  and  deprived  of  their  instruments  of  mis- 
chief, it  looks  indeed  as  if  the  ^'  Indian  problem "  was  approaching  a 
solution,  and,  as  General  Sheridan  says,  ^^  the  Sioust  war,  and  all  other 
Indian  wars  in  this  country  of  any  magnitude,  will  be  over  forever." 

The  state  of  afEairs  along  the  Bio  Grande  portion  of  the  Mexican 
frontier  continues  in  that  same. unsettled  and  unsatisfactory  condition 
which  has  distinguished  them  for  the  past  few  years.  On  this  subject 
I  invite  your  attention  to  the  reports  of  Brigadier-General  Ord,  com- 
manding the  Department  of  Texas,  and  the  remarks  of  General  Sher- 
man thereon. 

ADJtJTANT-GENERAL-S  DEPARTME^'T. 

The  report  of  the  Adjntan^General  exhibits  in  tabular  form  the 
strength  and  stations  of  the  different  parts  of  the  Army  on  October  31, 
1876.  It  also  explains  the  manner  in  which  the  recruiting  service  has 
been  conducted  during  the  past  year. 

The  affiairs  of  the  late  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned 
Lands  are  now  by  law  in  the  War  Department,  and  their  settlement  is 
progressing  under  the  direction  of  the  Adjntant>GtoneraL 

His  report  recites  that  the  number  of  claims  received  during  the  past 
year  has  diminished,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  act  of  Congress  passed  at 
its  last  session  extending  the  time  for  filing  claims  for  additional  bounty 
will  increase  the  future  business  to  a  considerable  extent.  The  local 
offices  at  Saint  Louis  and  Nashville  have  been  finally  closed,  leaving  ex- 
isting local  offices  at  Now  Orleans,  Memphis,  and  Louisville ;  there  has 
also  been  a  considerable  reduction  of  officers,  clerks  and  messengers. 
Measures  have  been  matured  to  return  to  the  Treasury  the  moneys  be- 
longing to  claimants  who  have  not  been  heard  from  for  seven  years,  on 
25  Ab 
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the  presompUon  tiiat  they  are  tlead,  so  as  to  relieve  Uie  disbnrslog4^^ 
CCTft  of  the  respoQsibility  for  the  funds, 

Gousiderable  diOiciilty  is  found  in  eetablislung  tlie  Meotity  of  cIoUd- 

ants  aod  iu  cooimuiticattDg  with  those  in  remote  localities,  and  also  is 

preventing  the  frauds  for  wliich  the  jicculiar  nature  of  the  claintB  and 

olaimants  oSera  unusual  facilities.    All  this  has,  however,  been  ae- 

COuiplisbed,  and  the  work  of  paying  claims  for  bounty,  arrearages  of  pas, 

tfiK.,  is  BtCfldily  progressing,  and  the  aCfairs  of  the  late  bui-cflu  are  botftg 

r«noged  in  convenient  manner  for  future  refureucu.    Full  detatU  of  ito 

■JtauncuU  condition  will  be  found  in  the  Adjutant-Geocnil's  report.  -^ 

I  INSPBCTOR-GENEEAL'S  DZPAETMENT. 

The  Inspector-Geoeral  makes  various  recommeudatioDS  c 
hto  I>epartmeDt  and  the  Army,  which  properly  come  before  the  o 
don  on  Army  re-orgauizatiou.    lie,  however,  makes  one  recotameadi 
calling  for  legislative  action,  and  that  a  very  important  one,  Tiz,1l 
Congress  shall  recognize  the  magnitude  of  the  crime  of  desertion. 

la  1811  tha  desertions  were  8,800,  about  ■'Kt  per  cent,  of  the  ealire 
Cnce.  By  thu  oiwrations  of  the  excellent  law  ullowing  '*  soldiers' dfr 
poatA,^  (forfeitable  by  desertion,)  and  by  increasing  tbo  standard  fot 
leeraitfi,  tlilK  aatnber  has  been  gradually  reduced,  until  last  year  it  wu 
1,832,  or  about  T  per  cent.  This,  however,  is  mach  too  large,  and  ttar 
'  great  ditQcalty  in  checking  this  crime,  which  is  so  destmotive  of  all  db- 
[  Cipliue  and  efficiency,  in  tlie  condoning  of  tlie  oETensu  by  tlio  poblie  at 

I  hrg«. 

I  Tbe Inspector-Geueral  recommends  that  Congress  pass  a  law  mildiif 
I'  desertioa  a  felony,  cognizable  by  tbo  ordinary  courts  of  the  ooantr;  is- 
r  nated  with  juri^^ctiou  pver  criminal  coses ;  it  would  then  b«  tilt  i 

or  the  proper  civil  officers  of  the  luw  to  assist  in  bringing  BQcbo 

to  justice. 

BUEEAU  OP  MIUTAEY  JUSTICE. 

^      The  Judge-Advocttte-General's  report  coutaius  an  int«roBUng  t 

L  fllBRBifying  the  DJTeDses  of  vhicb  persons  tu  the  milrtarj'  i 

I  been  convicted  before  general,  garrison,  and  rogtmental  conrts-iD 

I'  during  tbe  past  year.    Of  the  total  number  of  dcvon  tbooaan^ 

P  Aoodied  and  forty-one  cases  abont  twenty  per  cent  ore  for  i 

r  QfiiBnseK,  eucli  as  desertion,  drunkenness  on  duty,  a&sanlt  and  1 

ftc ;  tlie  tvAt  are  for  comparatively  tririiil  offenses,  and  setun  t 

that  the  soldier's  legal  rights  are  fnlly  protecte<l,  and  that  he  Is  pM- 

islied,  not  by  the  arbitrarv  acts  of  his  officers,  but  only  after  fnU  and  ft> 

1    trial. 

I  QDABTEBMA£IEB'S  DEPART3IENT. 

Tbe  report  of  tbe  Qautonnastor-Oencral  exhibits  in  detail  ttui  d 
tifariouH  busiuc«a  i^erallona  iuciilcntal  to  supplying  tbe  Army  «^ 
quartern,  tae\,  clothing,  animals,  forage,  and  transportation, 
■variotui  minor  mattcta  ttbicVx  at«couim\\VcA.\AVA&d.«QartnwQt> 
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Tbo  foUowiug  opinion  seems  to  be  fally  warranted : 

Expense  and  embarraasment  are  caused  by  the  law  which  compels  separate  accoonta 
to  be  kept  with  each  app^priation ;  in  some  cases  between  forty  and  fifty  separate 
accounts  hare  to  be  kept.  It  adds  to  the  cost  of  clerical  labor,  increases  liability  to 
errors  and  mistakes,  and  increases  the  amount  of  money  which  must  bo  kept  sub- 
ject to  draft,  and  thus  depletes  the  Treasury  without  a  corresponding  benefit. 

I  recommend  that  this  law  be  repealed. 

I  invite  yonr  special  attention  to  that  part  of  his  report  which  refera 
to  claims  of  loyal  citizens  under  the  act  of  .July  4, 1864.  Nearly  thir- 
teen hundred  of  these  claims,  amounting  to  $8,000,000,  are  now 
pending  in  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office.  The  clerical  labor 
attending  their  examination  is  not  only  a  great  tax  upon  that  office, 
but  its  organization  does  not  afford  the  proper  machinery  for  in- 
vestigating the  loyalty  of  claimants.  The  only  difference  between  this 
class  of  claims  and  those  before  the  Southern  Claims  Commission  is  in 
the  residence  of  the  claimants;  the  Quartermaster-General  investigate 
iog  those  ^'in  States  not  in  rebellion,''  and  the  Southern  Claims  Commis- 
sion those  <4n  States  proclaimed  as  in  insurrection  against  the  United 
States."  I  strongly  indorse  the  recommendation  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General,  that  these  claims  be  referred  to  some  other  tribunal,  and  I  sug- 
gest the  Southern  Claims  Commission  as  the  proper  one.  The  amount 
paid  for  railroad  transportation  during  thepast  fiscal  year  was  $606,993.85; 
of  this  amount  $442,819.79  was  paid  by  disbursing-officers,  and  the  rest 
settled  through  the  Treasury.  Actual  payment  for  earnings  to  the  Union, 
Central,  and  Kansas  Pacific  Bailroads  being  prohibited  by  law,  the  ac- 
counts for  services  over  those  roads  are  referred  to  the  acconnting'Offioers 
of  the  Treasuiy  for  settlement,  and  the  money  so  earned  is  transferred 
from  the  appropriation  for  transportation  of  the  Army  to  the  credit  ot 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  assignee  for  the  companies.  Their 
earnings  during  the  year  may  be  stated  at  $585,468.13,  but  of  this  sum 
accounts  for  only  $163,964.16  had  been  examined  and  referred  to  the 
Treasury  for  settlement  up  to  30th  June  last  Accounts  for  $130,603.97 
had  been  rendered  and  were  under  examination ;  and  for  services  dar- 
ing the  year,  estimated  at  $291,000,  no  accounts  had  been  received. 
Total  amount  paid  these  Pacific  Bailroads  since  their  opening  for  traf- 
fic, $7,288,830.04.  Unsettled  accounts  of  these  Pacific  Railroads  had 
been  rendered,  and  were,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  under  adjust- 
ment in  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office  and  in  the  Treasury  to  the 
amount  of  $610,720.98.  Mach  annoyance  and  embarrassment  are  ex- 
perienced by  officers  of  the  Army  in  securing  transportation  of  persons 
and  material  over  these  roads,  in  consequence  of  being  required  to  fur- 
nish transportation  without  the  prospect  of  securing  a  remuneration  for 
their  services. 

The  << indebted  railroads"  in  the  South  are  gradually  settling  their 
indebtedness.  Full  statements  of  their  affairs  will  be  found  in  the  Quar- 
termaster-General's report 
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Tbo  njipropriationa  i'or  tbo  pnrehasc  of  Bites  for  uiilitury  ptisU  in 
Texas,  viz,  Fort.  Bniwn,  I'oit  Uoncau,  and  Itinggold  Uarrackfl,  still  re- 
main  UDexpendctI,  tbo  owuor  of  the  Fort  Duncau  bito  refusing  to  sell 
for  tUe  Uiinnaat  appropriate)],  and  tlto  titles  to  tbo  otiiers  buiug 
condition  tliat  transfer  cnnuot  be  effected. 

TIic  Army  bas  boon  ellicieiitly  and  promptly  siippbcd  during  tUo  }■^ 
with  tbo  v;vrioti8  articles  of  clothiuu  necessary  for  the  comfort  of 
troopH.    A  coDsidcrable  surphis  of  clotbtiig  rcmiiiuvd  iti  store  on  the 
Ist  of  July,  187«,  which  ouabtel  the  Department  to  greatly  rednco  the 
ostiaiate  for  tho  current  year,  but  witi  all  bo  used  before  nest  July,  ant 
the  ocxt  appropriation  should  provide  for  a  year's  supply  of  new  clol 
iDg.    Tho  oatiuiato  for  this  ia  $1,500,000. 

There  aro  now  seventy-eight  national  cemeteries,  the  appropriatit 
for  maintaining  which  for  the  carnint  year  is  $1^5,000.  Tbo  cxpen< 
tures  for  tho  last  year  were  §140,950.98.  Only  seventy  snpenDtcudeul 
were  provideil  for  in  the  last  appropriation  bill.  The  erection  of  wall 
fences,  and  lodges  is  progressing,  nnd  will.  In  a  few  years,  be  cotnplet 
if  the  neeesKary  appropriations  arc  inado;  tho  expense  of  maiutcDaw 
will  then  be  diminished.  The  number  of  interments  on  Juno  30, 187( 
wa«  310,350,  of  which  Iftl.Co.'i  were  nnknown.  The  wort  of  erectii 
bewlstones  over  the  graves  has  been  completed  at  fiflyseven  of  the 
eleries,  and  92,040  known  and  87,242  unknown  graves  bare 
marked.  Oontrnets  for  Uin  remaining  number  have  been  entered  In! 
There  are  about  seventeen  thousand  graves  of  Union  soldiers  who  f( 
during  the  war  and  were  bnried  by  the  Department  in  varions  pub] 
and  private  incorporated  cemeteries  not  known  as  national  military  eel 
cterieK,  which,  if  unthorixcd  by  Oongress,  can  be  marked  with  beadstom 
by  using  a  portion  of  ibu  $1,000,000  appro[iriated  for  headstones.  It 
estimated  that  900,000  woultl  meet  this  expense,  and  its  re  appropriatloB 
for  tliis  pnriKtse  is  reconimonded. 

From  .liinei  IST-I,  to  April,  1S70,  tho  CJnartermaster-Oeneml 
absent  on  special  ser^  Ice,  by  onler  of  the  President,  for  the  [>urpo«90 
studying  nbroml  the  couHtitution  and  organization  of  i:uroi>ean  armii 
especially  with  reference  to  their  staff  arrangements.  .Mnch  valnal 
information  was  gained  by  (ienoral  Meigs  during  this  visit,  nnd  it  hi 
already  been  made  available  in  tho  discnssiona  of  tho  Army  eommissh 
It  will,  however,  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  rei>ort.  During  his 
«euco  tho  duties  of  QuartCTmaster-General  were  performed  by  Bre' 
Uai.  Qoo.  ItufuB  Ingolls. 

SCBSISTEKCi:  DltPAETMEKT. 

The  report  of  the  Commiasary-flcncral  of  Rabsistence  shows  that  tJ 
Army  has  been  promptly  supplied  with  snttsist^ene^  st^nres  In  tbegnfl 
risons,  tbo  expeditions  against  the  Indians,  and  the  winter  cnntoDmenfl 
in  the  remote  Northwest.    Also,  that  supplies  hare  at  various  timq 
ifecu  issned  to  Indians,  {siihscfjucatl;  rexisid  by  thelu^iau  liut^aViJ  ^ 
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ia  one  iustance,  to  tbe  citizens  of  Savannah  daring  tho  prevalence  of 
yellow  fever.  Stores  have  been  purchased  in  the  principal  markets  of 
the  country,  or  the  local  markets  nearest  the  points  of  consumption, 
preference  being  given  to  the  local  markets  when  the  proper  articles 
could  be  obtained  at  as  reasonable  rates  to  the  Government  as  from 
other  markets;  theoriginal  cost,  transportation,  deterioration, and  loss  in 
transit  being  considered  in  estimating  total  cost  at  points  of  consumption. 
It  has  not  yet  been  found  practicable  to  purchase  flour  of  proper  quality 
in  Texas  or  Kew  Mexico.  With  improvements  in  agricultural  and  mill- 
ing machinery,  however,  it  is  hoped  that  next  year  the  posts  in  Texas  and 
17ew  Mexico  maybe  supplied  by  purchase  from  the  millers  of  the  country. 

The  Commissary-General  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  necessary 
to  purchase  and  ship  supplies  for  the  posts  on  the  Upper  Missouri  and 
Yellowstone  Bivers  before  the  1st  of  July  of  each  year.  As  the  present 
appropriation  is  only  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  current  fiscal  year, 
he  recommends  that  for  this  purpose  $300,000  of  the  next  appropriation 
be  made  available  from  the  passage  of  the  act. 

The  same  difficulties  have  been  met  in  the  Subsistence  as  in  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  with  the  claims  under  the  act  of  July  4, 
1864.  During  the  current  year,  owing  to  the  reduction  of  clerical  force, 
the  examination  of  these  claims  in  the  Gommissary-Generars  Office  will, 
of  necessity,  be  entirely  suspended.  I  strongly  recommend,  as  before 
stated,  that  all  claims  under  the  act  of  July  4,  18G4,  be  transferred  to 
the  Southern  Claims  Commission. 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  report  of  the  Surgeon-General  contains  a  statement  of  the 
financial  condition  of  his  Department  on  July  1, 187G.  The  health  of 
the  Army  during  the  year  has  been  good,  and  the  mortality  from  disease 
(8  i>er  1,000  of  mean  strength)  unusually  small.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  number  of  deaths  from  wounds  has  been  exceptionally  large, 
(15  x>er  1,000.)  The  mortality  from  disease  among  the  white  and  colored 
troops  has  been  about  the  same.  During  the  summer  and  autumn  of 
1875,  yellow  fever  appeared  at  four  garrisons  along  the  coast.  The 
troops  were  promptly  moved,  and  the  contagion  was  checked.  There 
were  in  all  Gl  cases  an4  29  deaths  from  this  disease.''  During  tho  pros* 
ent  season  no  cases  have  yet  been  reported. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  great  amount  of  labor  required  of  the  Bec- 
ord  and  Pension  division  of  this  Department  and  the  totally  inadequate 
clerical  force  to  perform  it.  During  the  past  year  more  than  25,000  offi- 
cial applications  for  information  were  made  upon  this  division ;  with 
the  present  clerical  force  these  letters  must  wait  nine  months  before 
they  can  be  answered,  and  tho  business  is  every  year  falling  still  further 
behind.  This  causes  great  distress  to  the  claimants  for  the  benefit  of 
the  very  liberal  pension  laws. 

The  Army  Medical  Museum  and  Library  have  been  increased  in 
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Hpocimeii!)  anil  Toliimca  diiring  tbo  pant  year,  ant)  tbcir  great  viUd 
has  tttill  fiirtbiT  attracted  the  attoutioii  of  the  tnetlical  jirofuasion  In  t 
coniitr>-  and  abroitd.  Tbo  ninniiRcriiit  of  the  nobject  c-vtnlogno  of  t 
Ubmry  is  iu  such  a  atate  of  forwardness  tliat  it  can  readily  Up  fnrtiJ<)liMl  |j 
the  printer,  and  I  reconinii.'nd  that  CViDgresia  aatboriee  Its  piiblicnll-H 
the  Govornmcnt  Printer.  During  the  yem  a  second  edition  of  H 
oopieH  of  I'nrt  1  nt  the  Medical  nnd  Surgical  Historj-  of  Llic  Wnr  » 
Usoed.  The  srcoiid  siirgfeAl  volume  of  tbe  name  wwk  was  Also  pm 
lished,  and  railona  profossiounl  papers  of  minor  iinportancf 

PAT  DEPABTMENT. 

The  report   of  tho  Pnj'mastffr-General  oontAioa  nntocroiiii  recoiO' 
mefldations  tut  to  tbo  organization  of  Pay  Department;  all  of  wbj 
bare  been  brought  before  the  commission  on  Army  re-organisatio^ 
and  will  receive  dno  attention,     ile  abiO  recommendn  tbnt  nideage  \ 
restored  to  10  ounfai  a  mile,  instead  of  8  cent^  an  now  provided  by  I 
of  i;4tb  Jidy,  187(1,  and  that  tbo  prohibition  as  to  "free  roads"  I 
resc'indcd.    Thin  iMit  forbids  mileage  to  be  piud  "on  any  railroad q 
wbicb  the  IroojMof  tbe  United  States  are  entJUeil  to  be  tron^oit 
trae  of  eliarge."    On  these  roads  olSoers  are  obliged  to  obtain  traiu 
tation-oitlei-H   from  tbe  Qaartcrniastcr's    Department,  but  theae  c 
cover  the  railroail-fnro,  which,  as  is  woU  known,  is  only  a  portion  1 
tho  actnal  oxiiensee  of  tnivol.    Tbo  remaining  exiMinscs  must  bo  li 
by  the  oillccr  himself.    It  is  hoiicd  that  UiiB  injostice  will  bo  eorreeU 
and  that  the  tuileage  nite  may  Im>  increased  to  10  cents,  as  8  centfl 
mile  is  not,  as  a  rnle,  snfflcient  to  cover  the  expenses  of  travel  v 
the  Mississippi  Kiver,  where  tbe  greater  portion  of  tlie  Anny  is  i 
doner). 

Tlio  soldiers'  deposits  during  tlic  year  aggregated  nearly  half  a  n 
Ion  of  dollars.  Tho  success  of  this  scheme  of  a  Ooveniment  f 
ings-l>aiik  for  tho  bentJtlt  of  the  soldiers,  and  its  oxcclleut  uDect  up< 
tlM  morale  o(  the  Army,  induce  me  to  givo  my  hearty  support  to  t 
onuoit^-  scheme,  particularly  at  this  time,  when  the  news  of  tbe  ilisn 
to  Cnster's  commoud  is  still  fresh  in  our  minds,  and  when  we  bavj 
seen  thu  othcers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  generously  subscribe  a  pane" 
of  910,000  for  tbe  bcuctit  of  tUo  wi<luws  and  orphans  of  tbeir  comnulc* 
slain  in  that  battlo.  This  subject  bus  long  been  studied  by  intelligeut 
Army  offieers,  and  its  entire  feasibility  has  been  demonstrated; 
tails  no  risk  or  expense  on  the  part  of  tbe  Government,  and  impt 
no  arbitrary  obligations  on  the  ofilcer  unless  he  voluntarily  parchaaei^d 
a&Duity.  An  outline  of  llie  project  will  be  found  in  the  Paymax 
Gunerars  report,  and  tho  draught  of  an  act  to  establish  the  annuity-(l 
is  DOW  being  ooiisidored  by  the  commission  on  Army  re-orgnaiu 
It  is  hoped  that  this  project,  nbich  has  met  with  nothiug  bnl  taxoi 
commeniB  fmm  all  who  bavu  investigated  it,  and  which  was  comm 
Ojr  the  President  in  litH  last  annnol  messagej  may  at  this  t 
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ENamEER  DEPARTMENT. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  states  that  work  has  progressed 
satisfactorily  upon  oar  sea- coast  defensesy  and  as  mach  has  been  accom- 
plished as  the  limited  appropriation  would  permit  It  is  recommended 
that  heavy  guns  should  be  mounted  in  covered  positions  aloug  the  inlets 
to  our  harbors,  as  the  basis  of  successful  defense,  and  as  being  essential 
to  the  efficiency  of  torpedoes  as  channel  obstructions.  The  trials  with 
torpedoes  at  Willet's  Point  have  been  continued  with  satisfactory  results. 
As  much  of  the  material  for  the  torpedo  system  cannot  be  obtained  in 
an  emergency,  the  Chief  of  Engineers  has  asked  for  an  appropriation 
of  $150,000  to  procure  and  store  such  parts  of  the  apparatus  as  would 
be  immediately  required  in  the  event  of  sudden  hostilities. 

Works  for  the  improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors,  and  the  surveys 
and  examinations  connected  therewith,  have  progressed  satisfactorily 
daring  the  fiscal  year.  The  amounts  appropriated  by  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  March  3, 1875,  were  applied  to  the  specific  objects  therein 
designated.  The  removal  by  blasting  of  a  portion  of  Ballet's  Point,  in 
East  Biver,  New  York,  which  forms  part  of  the  operations  in  progress 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  Hell  Gate,  was  Buccessfully 
accomplished  in  September  last  without  accident. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  for  the  further  security 
of  navigation  on  the  Mississippi,  which  directed  an  inquiry  to  be  made 
of  the  expense  of  causing  shear-booms  to  be  placed  on  the  upper  end  of 
any  or  all  bridges  on  the  river,  for  the  better  security  and  convenience 
of  navigation,  a  board  of  officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  has  been 
constituted,  and  is  now  engaged  upon  the  consideration  of  the  sulject. 

Of  the  amounts  appropriated  for  public  works  on  the  rivers  and 
harbors  by  the  act  of  August  14,  1876,  I  directed  allotments  to  be 
made,  so  as  to  limit  the  expenditure  for  those  objects  to  $2,000,000, 
and  at  the  same  time  directed  that  no  new  works  be  begun.  This 
amount  has  been  increased  by  subsequent  allotments  to  $2,237,600,  and 
the  works  are  now  being  conducted  on  that  basis. 

The  various  surveys  under  the  Engineer  Department  have  made  good 
progress  during  the  year,  although  somewhat  crippled  by  small  appro- 
priations. 

In  the  elaborate  survey  of  the  lakes  the  field-work  on  Lake  Ontario 
and  the  Niagara  Biver  has  been  completed.  On  Lake  Erie  the  triangu- 
lation  has  been  carried  west  to  Westfield,  and  the  topography  and 
hydrography  west,  to  the  Wetland  Canal,  in  the  north,  and  to  Ashtabula 
on  the  south  shore.  Lines  of  levels  have  been  run  from  Albany  to 
Oswego,  and  from  Port  Dalhousie  to  Port  Colburn.  Determinations  of 
latitude  and  longitude  have  been  made  at  ten  points  in  aid  of  State 
surveys.  Five  of  the  series  of  detailed  charts  of  the  lakes  have  been 
completed  during  the  year,  and  eight  charts  have  been  printed  and  dis- 
tributed in  aid  of  the  great  commerce  of  those  waters. 
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Two  volames  of  the  report  of  the  geological  exploration  of  the  for- 
tieth parallel  have  previoasly  been  published  and  distributed,  and  the 
remaining  volames  are  now  ready  for  the  Pablic  Printer^  together  with 
copies  of  the  atlas  sheets  and  other  illustrations. 

In  the  engineer  survey  of  the  Territories  west  of  the  one  hundredth 
meridian  progress  has  been  made  in  Colorado,  California,  Nevada,  New 
Mexico,  and  Arizona.  Of  the  report,  volumes  III  and  Y  and  part  of  vol- 
ume IV  have  already  been  printed.  Volume  II  and  the  second  part  of 
volume  IV  are  now  ready  for  the  Printer,  and  the  others  are  in  an  ad- 
vanced state  of  preparation.  Seven  topographical  maps,  representing 
about  17,000  square  miles  ea^h,  and  six  geological  sheets  have  been 
published.  The  examination  of  the  river  Colorado,  with  the  design  of 
determining  the  feasibility  of  its  diversion  for  purposes  of  irrigation, 
has  been  completed,  and  the  report  thereof  will  be  found  in  the  report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers.  It  is  hop^  that  Congress  will  recognize  the 
desirability  of  a  regular  progress  of  this  very  useful  survey,  and  will  pro- 
vide ample  appropriations  for  that  purpose. 

No  little  embarrassment  has  been  caused  during  the  current  year  by  the 
failure  of  the  appropriation  for  surveys  by  the  engineer  officers  stationed 
at  headquarters  of  the  various  military  divisions  and  departments.  These 
officers  collect  geographical  and  other  information  in  their  own  reconnais- 
sances and  those  of  line  officers  on  scouts  and  campaigns,  and  h  ave  at  very 
little  expense  produced  reports  and  maps  of  the  highest  utility,  not  only  to 
the  commanding  generals,  but  to  the  public  at  large.  This  work  is  now 
entirely  stopped  by  the  failure  of  the  appropriation  and  the  consequent 
discharge  of  draughtsmen  and  other  persons  employed.  Unless  further 
appropriation  is  made  a  large  mass  of  valuable  material  in  the  form  of 
notes  and  sketches,  now  ready  to  be  incorporated  into  reports  and  maps, 
must  remain  in  its  present  useless  form.  It  is  urgently  hoped  that  the 
estimate  for  this  work  will  receive  favorable  attention  from  Congress. 

ORDNANCE    DEPARTMENT. 

The  Chief  of  Ordnance  calls  attention  to  the  inadequate  appropria- 
tion for  repairs  of  smaller  arsenals,  and  renews  his  recommendation.s 
now  made  for  several  years,  and  always  approved  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment, to  concentrate  the  manufacturing  operations  of  the  Ordnanco 
Department  at  three  arsenals  and  the  armory,  and  to  sell  all  the  re- 
maining arsenals,  except  a  few  in  central  positions  which  can  advan- 
tageously be  used  as  store-houses.  To  this  recommendation  I  invite 
your  cornest  attention.  It  has  the  approval  of  all  military  authori- 
ties, and  need  involve  the  Oovernment  in  no  expense,  if  it  is  pro> 
vided  that  the  proceeds  of  sales  may  be  credited  to  the  Ordnance 
Department,  instead  of  being  covered  into  the  Treasury,  as  now  re- 
quired by  law.  The  estimated  value  of  the  land  and  buildings  of 
the  arsenals  recommended  to  be  sold  is  between  two  and  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars.    The  report  of  a  board  of  ordnance  officers,  contain* 
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ing  fall  information  on  this  sabject,  will  be  found  in  the  tbird  volame 
of  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  also  approve  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  for 
liberal  appropriations  for  the  Bock  Island  Arsenal^  which  I  personally 
visited  during  the  autumn,  and  with  the  importance  of  which  I  was 
much  impressed ;  also  for  an  adequate  appropriation  for  the  manufact- 
ure of  small-arms.  Under  the  present  inadequate  appropriation  we  shall 
have  in  reserve  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  only  10,000  breech-loading 
arms  of  the  latest  pattern,  and  will  be  unable  to  meet  the  demands 
from  the  States  and  Territories  for  their  quotas  under  existing  laws. 
The  Chief  of  Ordnance  also  recommends  the  establishment  of  a  pow- 
der depot  and  mills,  and  states  that  the  annual  deteriorations  of  gun* 
powder  stored  in  our  forts  is  12  per  cent.,  and  the  prevention  of  thi.s 
deterioration  would  in  a  few  years  more  than  repay  the  expenses  of 
establishing  a  suitable  depot  for  its  preservation. 

Under  the  head  of  armament  of  fortifications  there  is  an  estimate  of 
$950,000.  I  submit  tiiis  without  remark,  leaving  it  to  Congress  to  de- 
termine whether  it  shall  be  ibe  policy  to  spend  so  large  a  sum  to  arm 
our  fortifications,  in  view  of  the  possible  change  and  improvements  in 
large  guns.  It  is,  however,  notorious  that  our  forts  are  not  properly 
armed,  and  that  guns  cannot  be  procured  in  an  emergency.  The  con- 
version of  the  smooth-bore  guns  into  8-inch  rifles  has  progressed  satis- 
factorily. The  coiled  wrought-iron  tubes  used  in  the  conversion  have 
been  imported,  but  a  trial  of  a  gun  with  a  tube  of  domestic  manufiic- 
ture  has  given  the  best  results,  and  proved  conclusively  that  our 
product  is  equal  to  the  imported,  notwithstanding  the  long  experience 
in  such  work  in  English  shops.  Dependence  can  now  be  placed  in  the 
X>rivate  enterprise  and  skill  of  our  own  people  for  the  tubes  for  8-inch 
rifles,  and  in  the  preparations  of  guns  of  that  nature.  It  is  thought 
that  the  same  system  can  be  applied  to  converting  the  larger  smooth- 
bores into  10-inch  and  12-inch  rifles,  and  experiments  are  now  in  prog- 
ress looking  to  that  end ;  and  if  sufficient  funds  are  provided,  experi- 
ments will  also  be  instituted  with  the  object  of  converting  the  smootli- 
bores  into  breech-loading  rifles. 

SIGNAL  SERVICE. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Signal-Officer  contains  a  great  deal  of  infor- 
mation that  is  interesting  to  the  public  at  large,  as  well  as  a  large  mass 
of  data  useful  for  scientific  and  statistical  purposes. 

As  at  present  organized,  there  are  145  stations,  in  charge  of  enlisted 
men,  educated  for  the  puqiose  at  Fort  Whipple,  from  which  telegraphic 
reports  of  observations  are  received,  in  addition  to  the  reports  received 
from  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  From  these  reports  tridaily  forecasts  or 
^^probabUities"  are  made  in  the  central  office,  and  furnished  the  press 
and  distributing-stations  in  one  hour  and  forty  minutes.  Of  these  prob- 
abilitiefl  88.3  per  cent  are  verified ;  they  reach  one-third  of  the  house 
holds  of  the  United  Statics. 
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Next  in  importance  to  the  "  probabilities"  are  the  cautionary  signals, 
displayed,  when  necessary,  by  day  and  night  at  forty-eigbt  of  the  prin- 
cipal ports  of  the  sea  and  lake  coasts.  Of  these  cautionary  signals  77 
per  cent  liavo  been  ^'jastifled;"  i.  6.,  the  wind  has,  in  fact,  attained 
such  violence  as  to  make  it  dangerous  for  vessels  to  be  abroad ;  and  in 
no  case  has  a  great  storm  swept  over  any  considerable  number  of  ports 
without  pre-announcement. 

The  *<  farmers'  bulletins"  are  made  up  of  the  <^  probabilities,"  and 
are  posted  daily  in  nearly  seven  thousand  post-offices  at  11  a.  m.,  or  ten 
hours  after  leaving  the  central  office.  They  contain  much  information 
of  use  to  the  agricultural  community,  such  as  the  direction  of  the  winds, 
which  for  a  certain  locality  in  a  certain  month  are  more  likely  to  be 
followed  by  rains  than  others,  &c. 

The  '<  river  reports"  arc  published  daily,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
^^  probabilities,"  and  give  the  depth  of  certain  western  rivers  at  certain 
points ;  also  notice  of  an  approaching  dangerous  rise. 

Finally,  the  '<  canal  reports,"  announcing  temperatures  likely  to  aflTect 
canal  commerce,  are  issued  at  the  season  of  closing  navigation. 

In  addition  to  these  various  reports  of  immediate  practical  importance, 
the  Chief  Signal-Officer  is  collecting  a  large  mass  of  data  for  the  study 
of  meteorology.  By  the  operation  of  the  proposition  of  the  Meteofo* 
logical  Congress  at  Vienna,  in  1873,  daily  simultaneous  observations 
are  now  made  at  points  in  nearly  every  country  in  Europe,  and  in  Al- 
giers, Japan,  Sandwich  Islands,  and  South  America.  These  are  inter- 
changed semi-monthly ;  and  it  only  needs  the  co-operation  of  naval  and 
other  vessels  to  be  able  to  prepare  a  series  of  daily  charts  exhibiting 
the  meteorological  conditions  at4;he  same  instant  of  time  throughont  the 
whole  globe. 

The  seacoast  service  of  the  Signal-Service  has  been  continued  during 
the  year,  and  by  means  of  telegraph-lines  running  along  the  most  dan- 
gerous parts  of  the  coasts  has  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  vessels 
in  distress,  and  also  has  communicated  weather  reports  to  the  central 
office.  The  telegraph-lines  in  the  interior,  in  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  and 
Texas,  aggregating  a  length  of  about  2,500  miles,  have  been  suooess- 
fully  operated. 

The  success  of  this  Signal  Service,  after  more  than  six  years  of  trial, 
is  now  an  assured  fact,  and  the  time  has  come  when  its  organization 
should  be  made  permanent,  and  not,  as  now,  subject  to  the  vicissitude.*^ 
of  other  military  necessities  in  the  detail  and  relief  of  acting  signal- 
officers. 

It  is  earnestly  recommended  that  the  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  at 
the  last  session  may  become  a  law. 

THE  MILITARY  ACADEMY 

has  maintained  during  the  past  year,  under  the  able  superintendence  of 
Col.  Thomas  H.  Kuger,  its  high  standard  of  efficiency  and  discipline. 
Forty-eight  cadets  were  graduated  in  June  last,  and  the  present  nnmber 
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at  the  academy  is  three  handred  and  six.  The  report  of  the  board  of 
visitors  is  submitted  herewith.  It  contains  nameroas  recommendations 
for  changes  in  the  coarse  of  stndy.  concerning  which  I  am  not  now  pre- 
pared to  make  any  recommendations.  All  reports  tend  to  the  opinion 
that  the  academy  has  never  been  in  more  efficient  condition  than  at  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

In  September  lost  Colonel  Bnger  was  relieved  from  daty,  after  five 
years'  service  as  superintendent,  and  was  sacceeded  by  Maj.  Gen.  John 
M.  Schofield. 

The  estimates  for  the  next  year,  which  are  snbmitted  herewith,  con- 
template the  continaation  of  work  on  the  cadets'  hospital  and  the 
system  of  sewerage;  both  are  most  urgently  needed  from  sanitary 
reasons. 

HISOELLANEOXrS. 

During  the  past  year  work  has  progressed  upon  the  east  wing  of  the 
new  building  for  the  State,  War,  and  Navy  Departments.  Estimates 
for  its  completion  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  Colonel  Babcock,  sub- 
mitted herewith.  It  is  most  urgently  recommended  that  liberal  appro- 
priations be  made  for  this  building,  and  that  they  be  available  from  the 
passage  of  the  act.  In  this  way  part  of  the  east  wing  may  be  used  to 
temporarily  a<3commodate  the  War  Department  during  the  coming 
summer,  and  the  present  War  Department  building  be  removed  in  order 
to  begin  the  foundation  of  the  north  wing.  If  the  appropriations  are 
limited,  the  north  wing  will  be  delayed  one  year,  and  additional  expense 
thus  incurred. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  Soldiers'  Home 
shows  that  the  finances  of  that  institution  are  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion; also  that  the  number  of  inmates  is  increasing  firom  year  to  year, 
and  that  no  pains  are  spared  consistent  with  reasonable  economy  for  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  the  inmates. 

As  required  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  the  progress  on  the  works 
for  the  improvement  of  the  South  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  Biver,  under 
James  B.  Eads  and  his  associates,  has  been  inspected  and  reported 
upon  from  time  to  time  by  Msiy.  C.  B.  Comstock,  the  officer  detailed  for 
that  purpose  under  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  his  reports  have  been 
published  by  Congress.  His  lost  report,  showing  the  cbndition  of  the 
works  on  the  17th  of  August,  is  transmitted  herewith.  It  shows  that 
the  maximum  draught  of  water  which  could  be  taken  through  the  chan- 
nel between  the  jetties  on  that  date  was  19^^^  feet  j  but  that  there  was 
a  shoal  at  the  head  of  the  pass  through  which  only  13.^  feet  could  be 
taken.  Another  survey  is  in  progress  at  the  present  time,  and  Major 
Comstock  telegraphs,  under  date  of  November  18th,  that  a  draught  of 
20^  feet  can  now  be  carried  through  between  the  jetties,  but  that  for  over 
2,000  feet  of  its  length  this  channel  is  not  200  feet  in  width,  as  required  by 
law ;  and  that  at  the  head  of  the  pass  there  is*a  channel  from  30  to  90 
feet  wide  through  which  18^  feet  can  be  taken. 
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tLo  full  report  of  this  Kiirvi\r  will  be  prcssnt^  to  CongrcAS  ait  sood 

Tli(>  i|ne8liou  liJiR  been  raised  wbetlier,  under  Ibo  provisions  of  Uie-lav, 
Uie  first  pnj'iiieiit  sIiodUI  be  mnde  after  obtniuiug  n  doptli  of  twgptyj 
feet  of  water  botweca  tbe  jettipa  at  tbc  moutli  of  tlic  pass,  or  n-lietfaa| 
llie  law  required  tlie  siune  dcpUi  to  hn  obt;iiiied  throngti  tbe  .sboa)  «fl 
llio  he;id  of  llio  pas,^,  whicU  »)iont,  it  wax  cliiimed,  was  in  tlie  SliasJdB 
r.ippi  itivor  iind  not  in  the  Boutb  Pass.  In  onler  to  ussiat  me  in  forniiafl 
a  judgment  npou  this  question,  1  hare  nasemblcd,  with  the  approrni  oM 
tlio  President,  a  commission,  coDsiatin;;  of  ColoDela  BaruanI,  WrightS 
and  Alexander,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  and  bare  directed  tbem  to  pra9 
ceed  to  tlie  Sontb  Pass  and  make  n  tborongh  examination  of  tbe  worlcfl 
llierc.  I  have  referred  to  tbem  the  question  of  the  iuteri>retation  of  tliH 
words  '■  average  tlood-tide,"  (as  used  in  the  act,)  from  which  all  mcasurM 
racuts  of  depth  am  to  be  determined ;  .ind  have  also  asked  tbem  to  fm 
port  Hpon  "  tho  pennaneucy  with  which  the  said  jetties  and  aaxiliarn 
works  are  bwng  constructed."  jB 

The  report  of  thi»  commisiuoa  hosjust  been  received  and  is  submittcffl 
herewith.  Tbeir  opinion  is  xubstJ^ntiaUy  that,  when  Eads  and  bis  aaaoj 
ciatcsbave  .secnred  a  channel  twenty  feet  in  depth  and  two  hundred  fesM 
In  width  at  the  mvittk  of  the  p<ut,  the  United  States  are  bound  ont]a| 
the  law  to  pay  tbem  $500,000 ;  but  that  on  their  part,  unless  Eods  aoS 
his  associates  sccnrc  a  depth  of  twenty  feet  entirely  throuffh  Ike  ^oM 
before  the  3d  of  September,  1877,  Congress  maj'  revoke  their  gmoS 
Tills  neems  to  me  a  perfectly  eqnitahle  proposition  both  for  the  UuittS 
States  and  for  Kads  and  his  associates ;  but,  in  order  tbnt  thixe  may  Ifl 
no  qaestlon  on  either  side  in  a  matter  iuTolving  so  large  an  espcndiluifl 
of  money,  I  have  submitted  the  case  to  the  Attorney- Geueml  for  kfl 
opinion  whether  this  proposition  would  b<>  strietly  in  accordance  wI^H 
the  law.  Should  this  view  be  sustained  by  tbc  Attorney  General,  it  fl 
my  duty  to  notify  Congress  that  4500,000  will  probably  be  re^juired  d 
make  first  payments  to  Kads  and  hia  associates  on  or  K-foro  Ft'bniaijj 
1S77,  and  the  sum  of  41,000,000  may  possibly  be  required  for  forth  J 
paymetit.>«  during  the  next  llscal  year.  The  eommisHion  rciiorts  (fl 
the  qnestiOH  of  "  average  (lood-tide  "  that  the  previous  intcrpretatfon  fl 
snbstnntiulty  correct,  and  that  the  zero  on  the  Unite<l  States engJoce^B 
gange  is  a  correct  datum  from  which  to  measure  depths ;  nL-to  tliat  tlH 
works  are  being  constructi'd  essentially  In  accordance  witli  tbe  spirit  fl 
the  act,  adding  this  proviso :  ■ 

Wo  bare  olreiuly  romorkiMl  tliot  no  ilecm  not  only  na  colatgciutiut  ti{ mseiiim  lm|^| 
lBn.li  iiij|illcatlnn  at  ttonn  to  Ixi  rjweatlal  to  llio  Hrunrlty  of  tEie  jeltlu,  tUelr  ^H 
■'IiiIk  Mi<crlnllf  ;  iiiiil  wp  am  of  tlir  oiilninn  iJiut  tliia  cnlorccmutit  uf  neirtiuu  kt  m^M 
Mi>-»ii(U  nnil  cotunliilnllon  thmaghont  I17  the  uiiplkatioii  a(  itant  ntionlil  bo  nnd^H 
ukiB  li  o&cc,  and  d  TeMOD»blo  ]iro)n'u«  tturcla  h«  mad*  tba  oondltioa  of  tlie  (bbb^H 
wmI  mil  ftiUm  iWTUignU.  ^M 

Tliis  inigg«6tiou  trill  b%  ailbond  to.  ^ 
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Good  progress  has  been  made  upon  tbe  examination  of  the  rebel 
archives  and  the  pablication  of  the  official  records  of  the  war  of  the 
rebellion.  The  work  thns  far  accomplished  may  be  sammarized  as  a 
multiplication  (by  printing)  of  the  copies  of  ddcnments  on  file,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  readily  examined  and  be  safe  from  loss  by  fire.  No 
report  or  document  of  any  kind,  which  by  any  possibility  can  be  useful 
for  historical  research,  is  omitted.  They  are  arranged  in  chronological 
order,  printed  and  compared  with  the  originals  with  great  care,  and 
then  bound  in  volumes  of  suitable  size.  They  are  arranged  into  various 
classes,  and  up  to  date  have  progressed  as  follows : 

UNITED  STATES. 

Reportflof  operations 7  volumes,  to  July    10, 1662. 

Adjntaot-Grcnerars  Office  correapondeuce 3  volumes,  io  March  :)1, 1862. 

War  Deportment,  letters  received 1  volume,  to  Dec.     18,1861. 

War  Department,  letters  sent 1  volume,  to  Dec.     28,1861. 

War  Department,  telegrams  received 0  volumes,  to  AprU  23, 1865. 

War  Department,  telegrams  sent 4  volumes,  to  May    28, 1865. 

General-in-Chief,  telegrams,  3  volumes,  published  alphabetically  as  far  as  letter  S. 
Summary  of  military  operations  reported  on  United  States  returns,  1  volume,  1861, 

COXFEDEBATE  STATES. 

Reports  of  operations 1  volume,  to  Dec.  31,1861. 

War  Department,  letters  received 1  volume,  to  Dec.  31,1861. 

War  Department,  letters  sent r*.l  volume,  to  Deo.  31,1661. 

War  Department,  telegrams  received 1  volume,  to  Dec.  31, 1861. 

War  Department,  telegrams  sent 1  volume,  to  Dec.  31,1861. 

Miflcellaneons,  general  and  special  orders 1  volume,  to  Dec.  31, 1861. 

Adjutant  and  inspector-general,  telegrams  sent 1  volume,  to  Deo.  31, 1661. 

Troops  tendered  to  confederate  war  department 1  volume,  to  Dec.  31, 1861. 

It  is  believed  that  during  the  present  session  of  Congress  the  Depart- 
ment will  be  in  a  position  to  snbmiti  in  a  compact  and  complete  form, 
so  far  as  the  data  in  its  possession  will  admit,  the  war  records  of  the 
Confederate  States  for  1860  and  1801,  and  perhaps  also  a  portion  or  all 
of  those  of  the  Federal  Government  for  the  same  period.  It  is  known 
that  voluminous  confederate  records  are  in  the  hands  of  State  and  pri- 
vate societies  and  individuals,  to  obtain  which  repeated  efforts  have 
been  made.  They  are  of  very  great  importance,  and  attention  is  invited 
to  the  necessity  of  legislation  that  will  enable  the  Government  to  ob- 
tain possession  of  the  originals  or  of  duly  authenticated  copies. 

It  is  my  duty  to  report  that  the  Brady  collection  of  war  views,  pur- 
chased by  Congress  for  $25,000,  are  gradually  becoming  valueless 
through  the  deterioration  and  destruction  of  the  sensitized  surfaces  of 
the  negatives.  I  recommend  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be  authorized 
to  devote  a  portion  of  tho  appropriation  for  publishing  the  rebellion 
records  to  the  i)reservation  of  these  pictures  of  battle-fields,  fortifica- 
tions, and  other  military  scenes,  which  will  be  invaluable  as  illustrations 
of  the  work  now  in  hand. 
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As  required  by  law,  I  visited  the  military  prison  at  Fort  Leavenworth 
during  the  month  of  September.  This  prison  has  now  completed  the 
first  year  of  its  existence  as  a  distinct  institution,  and  the  result  con- 
firms the  wisdom  of  the  plan  of  confining  prisoners  serving  long  terms 
in  one  place,  and  utilizing  their  labor  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government. 
A  full  statement  of  its  affairs  will  be  found  in  the  Adjutant-General's 
reix)rt,  and  attention  is  invited  to  the  argent  necessity  for  a  proi)er  hos- 
pital-building, for  which  an  estimate  of  $12,000  is  submitted.  The  pres- 
ent arrangements,  by  which  the  sick  are  treated  in  the  ba^^ement  of 
the  prison,  are  so  defective,  that  should  an  epidemic  break  out  it  would 
be  impossible  to  prevent  it  from  spreading  throughout  the  whole  body 
of  prisoners. 

In  the  Centennial  Exhibition  in  Philadelphia,  the  War  Department 
took  part  as  an  exhibitor  in  connection  with  the  other  Executive  De- 
partments in  the  Government  building.  The  Orrlnance,  Engineer,  Sig- 
nal, Quartermaster,  and  Medical  Bureaus  were  all  represented  by  mod 
els,  machinery,  drawings,  and  instruments  pertaining  to  their  special 
duties  and  labors,  and  there  was  in  addition  a  large  display  of  war  ma- 
terial of  all  kinds.  The  exhibit  was  well  arranged,  and  reflects  great 
credit  upon  the  officers  in  charge,  who  have  been  unremitting  in  theii^ 
labors  to  make  the  contribution  of  this  Government  one  that  should  be 
worthy  of  its  dignity  and  importance  among  nations.  In  addition  to 
the  efforts  of  the  War  Department  as  a  contributor,  a  nnmber  of  its 
officers  have  been  present  as  instructed  spectators,  and  have  been 
charged  with  making  thorough  scientific  examinations  and  reports 
upon  the  display  made  by  other  nations  in  the  line  of  their  specialty. 
These  reports  are  now  preparing,  accompanied  with  illustrated  cata- 
logues and  descriptions,  and  will  be  presented  to  Congress  by  the  board 
appointed  by  the  President  on  behalf  of  the  Executive  Departments. 

J.  D.  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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REPORT  OP  THE  GENERAL  OF  TJIB  ARMY. 

Headquabtebs  of  the  Abmy, 

WasMjigtonj  D,  C,  November  10,  1876. 

Sib  :  At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  November  2, 1875,  the 
headquarters  of  the  Army  were  at  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  but  by  General  Or- 
ders No.  28,  April  6, 1876,  they  were  transferred  back  to  Washington, 
under  the  administration  of  your  immediate  predecessor,  Hon.  A.  Taft. 
I  beg  to  record  my  thanks  to  him  and  yourself  for  the  most  liberal  sup- 
I^ort  in  the  execution  of  my  office. 

In  November  last  the  territory  of  the  United  States  was  divided  into 
four  grand  military  divisions,  commanded  by  the  Lieutenant-Genera} 
and  the  three  major-generals  of  the  Army ;  but  on  the  1st  day  of  July, 
1876,  the  President  designated  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield  to  succeed 
Col.  and  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Ruger  as  Superintendent  of  the  United 
States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  on  the  expiration  of  his  term, 
September  1.  Accordingly  Maj.  Gen.  Lrvin  McDowell  was  detailed  to 
succeed  General  Schofield  in  the  command  of  the  Division  of  the  Pacific, 
and  that  of  the  South  was  made  a  department  and  added  to  th6  Division 
of  the  Atlantic ;  therefore  at  this  time  there  are  but  three  military 
divisions — ^Missouri,  Atlantic,  and  Pacific. 

By  the  assignment  of  Major-General  Schofield  to  the  sux>erintendency 
of  the  Military  Academy,  that  institution  is  raised  to  a  command  equal 
to  that  of  a  division,  and  West  Point  should  rightfully  constitute  a  mil- 
itary department,  so  that  its  Superintendent,  as  the  commanding  gen- 
end  of  a  department,  may  exercise  all  the  powers  and  functions  of  such 
commander,  especially  to  order  general  courts-martial,  to  approve  or 
disapprove  their  findings,  and  to  execute  all  sentences  not  specially  re- 
served by  the  Articles  of  War  to  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War. 
The  Military  Academy,  in  addition  to  its  well-established  character  as  a 
literary  and  scientific  school,  should  form  the  model  for  an  army,  and 
the  habits  of  the  youth  trained  therein  should  be  in  exact  accordance 
with  what  experience  has  demonstrated  to  be  necessary  for  the  efficient 
government  of  an  army  in  the  field. 

At  the  ''Polytechnic'^  of  Paris  a  general  of  artillery  is  the  head;  at 
Metz,  a  general  of  brigade ;  at  St  Cyr,  a  brigadier-general.  In  Prussia, 
where  military  education  is  nearly  universal,  the  National  War  Acad- 
emy, at  Berlin,  which  corresponds  with  ours  at  West  Point,  is  presided 
over  by  a  lieutenant-general,  and,  generally,  throughout  Europe  the 
most  renowned  and  exalted  of  their  general  officers  are  chosen  to  pre- 
side over  the  education  of  their  youth ;  so  that  I  deem  it  a  matter  worthy 
of  special  mention  that  General  Schofield,  with  his  consent,  has  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  our  National  Academy,  and  under  his  adminis- 
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tratioQ  1  aui  t^iiro  U  will  tulic  tank  amoug  thu  litat  (.-ducatiuual  t-tilabfl 
lisbmcntii  of  tile  world.  ■ 

A  special  reason  wbf  a  geDfral  ofliwr  sbouJil  ocx:upy  Ihis  post  iB,  Uti^| 
lio  is  cnmiiioQ  to  all  unaft  of  service,  and  not  sabject  to  thv  tioiibt  wbia^| 
naturally  attuchca  to  a  licld-offlcor  of  the  Reucral  stall',  of  artiliory,  cai^l 
;ilry,  or  infantry,  wbo  is  inclined,  miturally,  to  favor  bis  own  corie  or  1 
arm  of  service.  I 

In  order  to  esliibit  fully  tbc  exact  condition  of  the  Army,  I  snbniU  J 
the  following  tables,  which  bare  been  compiled  nt  tbc  ofllco  of  the  Adil 
jul'ant  General :  ^M 

Lst.  Tiiblo  giving  the  itreaeut  Ipgal  organizatiou  of  tbc  Army,  niarkqB 

'iti.  General  rcturu  of  tbo  actjuil  strength  of  the  Army,  i»  compileS 
from  last  reports,  marked  15.  ■ 

;{d.  HtaCement  exhibiting  the  positiouR  and  dietributiou  of  the  troopfl 
serving  iu  the  Mibtary  Division  of  the  Missouri,  marked  C.  9 

'Itb.  Statement  exbibtting  tbe  positions  and  distribntion  of  the  troojllS 
Kcrving  iu  the  Military  Division  of  the  Atlautic,  marked  D.  ■  fl 

Atb.  Statement  eihibiting  the  positions  and  distribntion  of  tbo  troopij 
sei'viug  iu  the  Military  Division  of  tbe  Pacific,  marked  E.  ^M 

i^iucc  the  compilation  of  these  papers  mauy  changes  have  oocum^| 
in  tbe  location  of  troops;  still  they  exhibit  tbe  normal  condition  of  uffunH 
By  the  auuual  appropriation  bill  approved  July -4,  1870,  the  limit  <^| 
enlisted  men  was  nvenaeted  at  25,000 ;  yet  a  proviso  penuitteid  the  T^M 
(Tuitujent  of  the  "  cavalry  "  np  to  one  hundred  men  per  company,  "  hH 
be  kept  as  uear  as  practicable  at  that  nnnibei',"  and  "  a  snfflcieut  for^^| 
of  cavalry  shall  be  employed  in  the  defense  of  the  Mosieau  and  ladi^H 
fl-ontier  of  Texas.''  To  fnltill  tbe  requirements  of  this  law  litera^| 
would  necessitate  12,000  enlisted  men  for  the  ten  cavalry  regimcate,  aoJ^H 
further,  deducting  2,.'>00  for  recruiting,  general  service,  and  iieoesM^I 
detachmentjt,  would  leave  only  10,500  tor  the  thirty  regiments  of  art^l 
lery  and  infantry,  or  about  thirty  men  to  a  company— practically  le^| 
than  twenty-live— a  number  entirely  too  small  for  efUnient  seirio^l 
Subsec|uently,  however,  by  the  act  approved  August  15, 1870,  Cougre^| 
provided  for  an  additional  2,500  enlisted  men,  which  were  abSolale^H 
required  to  admit  of  the  increase  of  thu  cavalry  arm,  as  provided  ^H 
in  the  tlrst-cited  statute.  Under  this  net  recniitment,  for  thecavalflH 
arm  especially,  has  been  stimuliited  so  that  at  this  time  the  mlUtiU^I 
establishment  consists  of^ 

GniirTnl  oRlccn.--. U 

Alib-de-rjunp,  luot  couated  in  nginegote) 3B 

(jcornU  *Uu  anlciint 

Knglnonn • 

OmiuoM 

RtipwJ  offlcei' • , 

Clia[i)nlnii 

('avaliy  ofllccre  .................. .....•.!. ...... ........... . .... 

Cnvnlry,  anilsted  Dien B^fl 

Anlllcry  ntncon >>... ,         fl 

Anillory,  rhIUUhI inoD %m 

ji'"""  '  '"'"^'^^  "  uj 

i;  :!.ol ""'.'.'."'.!''."''.'."'" '.'.".'.".".""  r.'.l.'.^^l'.Il 

<  •<  LiiT.lojnl  McUrks 

OnltKiiH.-  lH'|>;irtmL-iil 

VTmI  Point.  (MuctiintDt 

IIoiiiIMI-bUi  wards 
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Ordoance-sergeauts 4 *. Wi 

Commissary-aergeants 146 

Indian  scouts 1 5^14 

Available  recrnits 55 

Prison-gnardB  at  Fort  Leavenworth 61 

Total *.    28,571 

of  which  2,151  are  officers,  and  26,420  are  enlisted  men  ;  so  that  the 
aggregate  number  of  enlisted  men  has  not  yet  reached  the  lawful  limit 
of  27,500. 

Enlistments  have  recently  been  checked  in  all  branches  of  the  service 
except  cavalry,  and  extreme  care  will  be  taken  that  in  no  event  shall 
the  legal  limit  be  passed.  It  is  well  known  that  no  military  force  can 
be  kept  np  to  the  full  legal  standard,  and  that  the  combatant  force 
always  falls  far  below  the  paper  organization.    This  now  consists  of-« 

Cavalry,  offlceiB  and  men ». * • 9,686 

Artillery,  officers  and  men , 2,842 

In&ntry,  officers  and  men • 12,803 

Aggregate 25,331 

all  of  whom  are  as  actively  employed  as  though  war  existed.  For  a 
more  complete  understanding  of  these  figures  I  refer  you  to  the  state- 
ment, herewith,  showing  the  organization  and  distribution  of  the  enlisted 
men  of  the  Eegular  Army,  compiled  from  official  returns  received  up  to 
October  31, 1876,  marked  P. 

As  before  explained,  the  territory  of  the  United  States  is  divided  into 
three  military  divisions,  viz,  of  the  Missouri,  Atlantic,  and  Pacific. 

The  Division  of  the  Missouri  embraces  the  States  and  Territories 
bordering  on  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  Bivers,  extending  westward 
so  as  to  inclade  substantially  the  entire  Bocky  Mountain  chain,  is  com- 
manded by  Lieut.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan,  with  his  headquarters  in  Chi- 
cago, and  is  composed  of  five  separate  Departments : 

1st.  That  of  Dakota^  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry,  with 
headquarters  at  Saint  PauL 

2d.  That  of  the  Platte^  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  George  Crook,  with 
headquarters  at  Omaha. 

3d.  That  of  Missouri^  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  John  Pope,  with 
headquarters  at  Fort  Leavenworth. 

4th.  That  of  Texas^  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  £.  O.  C.  Ord,  with 
headquarters  at  San  Antonio. 

5th.  That  of  the  Oulf^  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  C.  G.  Augur,  with 
headquarters  at  New  Orleans. 

The  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  embraces  the  States  which 
lK>rder,  or  are  near,  the  Atlantic  coast;  is  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  W. 
8.  Hancock,  with  his  headquarters  at  New  York  City,  and  is  com- 
posed of—- 

1st  The  former  Departments  of  the  Lakes  and  East 

2d.  The  Department  of  the  Souths  commanded  by  Col.  T.  H.  Kuger, 
brevet  brigadier-general,  with  headquarters  at  Atlanta. 

The  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific  embraces  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories which  border  on,  or  are  near,  the  Pacific  const,  is  commanded  by 
Maj.  Gen.  Irvin  McDowell,  with  his  headquarters  in  San  Francisco,  and 
is  composed  of  three  Departments : 

Ist  That  of  the  Columbia,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 
with  headquarters  at  Portland,  Oregon. 

2d.  That  of  California,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Irvin  McDowell, 
with  headquarters  in  San  Francisco. 

26  Ab 
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3d.  That  of  Arizona^  commanded  by  Col.  A.  V.  Eaatz,  brevet  nuycv- 
general,  with  headquarters  at  Prescott. 

By  this  subdivision  of  territory  every  foot  of  the  country  is  nnder 
the  supervision  of  a  general  officer,  near  at  hand,  with  a  ^urt  of  xba 
Army,  proportioned  to  the  supposed  necessity,  to  maintain  order  and 
peace,  whereby  the  settlement  of  the  country  may  progress  aod  the 
civil  officers  be  enabled  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  1 
herewith  submit  the  annual  reports  of  all  the  division  and  depart- 
ment  commanders  as  far  as  received,  and  to  them  refer  for  the  more 
minute  details  of  events  which  have  occurred  therein  during  the  past 
year.  From  these  it  will  appear  that  a  remarkable  state  of  peace  ha» 
been  maintained  among  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  Pacific  States  and 
Territories.  At  one  time  the  removal  of  the  Ghirlchua  Indians  in 
Arizona  to  a  place  selected  for  them  by  the  Indian  agent,  on  the  San 
Carlos  reservation,  threatened  serious  hostilities,  but  by  the  prompt 
action  of  General  Kautz,  with  parts  of  the  6th  Cavalry  and  8tb  In- 
£intry,  the  removal  was  effected  without  serious  results. 

In  the  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  there  are  no  hostile  Indisuus 
but  the  troops  have  been  actively  employed  in  aiding  the  United  States 
marshals  in  enforcing  the  revenue  laws,  and  in  protecting  the  weak 
against  the  prejudices  of  the  strong  in  the  frequent  cases  of  civil 
elections.  These  duties  call  for  the  highest  qualities  of  firmness  and 
prudence,  and  I  am  sure  the  behavior  of  the  troops  in  every  instante 
has  commanded  the  respect  of  all  men.  The  care  and  preservadon  of 
public  property  and  of  the  sea-coast  forts  is  a  chief  duty  of  the  ttooi>s 
in  this  division,  but  the  reports  of  the  chief  of  eugipeers  and  of  onl 
nance  will  better  describe  their  actual  condition  than  I  am  able  to  du 
from  any  reports  that  reach  me. 

The  chief  military  events  of  the  year  have  transpired  in  the  Miliury 
Division  of  the  Missouri,  where  a  state  of  actual  war  has  existed  lor 
many  years,  and  still  continues.  I  am  not  yet  in  possession  of  General 
Sheridiin's  annual  report,  but,  in  anticipation  of  its  receipt,  irill  en 
deavor  to  give  a  concise  account  of  some  of  the  chief  events  as  gathered 
from  reports  and  letters  that  were  received  during  tholr  progress.  In 
the  Department  of  the  Gulf  the  troops  under  Groneral  Augur  have  been 
shifted  from  place  to  place,  in  aid  of  the  civil  authorities,  under  tbf 
tame  state  of  facts  as  is  hereinbefore  referred  to  in  the  department  of 
the  South,  with  similar  results,  and  have  always  used  their  power  with 
consummate,  discretion  and  good  judgment. 

On  the  Texas  frontier,  especially  the  Mexican  border,  has  Ion;: 
existed  an  unsatisfactory  condition  of  affairs.  Civil  war  has  existed 
in  the  border  Mexican  States,  and  each  faction  has  at  times  songbc 
asylum  on  this  side  the  Eio  Grande ;  but  from  General  Ord's  letters  an<i 
reports,  there  seems  to  be  an  organized  system  of  robbery  by  smai; 
bands  of  Mexicans  and  Indians,  who  cross  to  the  Texas  side,  commit 
murders,  steal  horses,  cattle,  &c.,  and  escape  back  with  their  stolec 
X)roperty  to  the  other  side,  where  they  are  comparatively  safe  from 
pursuit  by  our  troops,  who  rarely  hear  of  the  raid  till  it  is  too  late  tc 
intercept  it.  I  believe  no  one  supposes  the  authorities  of  the  national 
government  of  Mexico  can  be  privy  to  this  nefarious  business,  and  i' 
is  probably  carried  on  in  spite  of  the  better  people  on  both  sides  of  Vm- 
border.  There  are  now  in .  Texas  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  the  htb 
and  lOtb,  which  will  be  filled  up  as  rapidly  as  possiblo  to  the  maximum 
standard ,-  also,  three  regiments  of  infantry — 10th,  24th,  and  ^Sth-- 
which  are  uece^ssarily  very  small  under  existing  laws.  Still  I  hope  witb 
increased  activity  these  troops  will  suffice  to  protect  the  border  from 
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the  incaraioDB  which  discourage  settlement,  and  are  otherwise  very 
irritating  and  demoralizing. 

In  the  Department  of  Missouri  the  Indians  of  New  Mexico  have 
been  remarkably  good,  and  the  Kiowas,  Comanches,  Cheyennes,  and 
Arapahoes,  located  on  the  reservation  at  and  near  Fort  Sill,  have 
been  exceptionally  quiet  this  summer,  though  requiring,  for  reasonable 
security  to  the  Kansas  frontier,  pretty  strong  garrisons  at  Forts  Sill, 
Elliott,  Dodge,  and  Supply,  and  small  garrisons  along  the  Arkansas 
lliver  and  the  Kansas  Pacific  Bailroad. 

The  chief  events  to  which  I  have  referred  are  those  relating  to  the 
war  with  the  Sioux.  These  Indians  are  the  old  Bacotalis,  who  have 
been  steadily  pushed  westward  by  the  tide  of  settlement,  from  New 
York  and  Canada,  through  Wisconsin,  to  the  great  plains  north  of  the 
Platte  and  west  of  the  Missouri  Biver.  As  Indians  they  claim  absolute 
l)roperty  in  the  vast  region  west  of  the  Missouri  liiver,  as  far  as  they 
could  roam  and  fight  their  way,  by  title  of  conquest.  They  lived  solely 
on  game,  and  scorned  all  the  arts  and  refinements  of  civilization.  They 
resisted  the  approach  of  all  settlements,  and  opposed  firmly  the  con- 
stnictiou  of  the  Great  Pacific  Bailway — an  enterprise  of  infinite. 
advantage  to  the  national  welfare  and  to  civilization.  As  early  as  1867 
Oongrefis  provided  for  a  peace  commission,  composed  of  four  civilians 
and  three  Army  offlcerSy  to  treat  with  these  Indians,  and  to  arrange, 
according  to  the  then  immemorial  usage  of  the  Government,  a  treaty 
vrhicb  would  cause  them  to  cease  their  war  on  the  men  engaged  in 
exploring,  surveying,  and  building  the  Pacific  Bailroad  limit,  and  define 
the  territory  to  be  occupied  by  them,  and  lay  the  foundation  for  their 
ultimate  civilization.  I  speak,  as  a  member  of  that  commission,  of  the 
objects  then  deemed  most  pressing  and  essential.  The  commission 
bad  to  treat  with  other  tribes  at  the  South,  viz,  the  Cheyennes,  Arapa* 
bees,  Kiowas,  and  Oomanches ;  were  engaged  for  two  years  in  visiting 
and  conferring  with  these  scattered  bands,  and,  finally,  in  1868,  con- 
cluded many  treaties,  which  were  the  best  possible  at  that  date,  and 
which  resulted  in  comparative  peace  on  the  plains,  by  defining  clearly 
the  boundaries  to  be  thereafter  occupied  by  the  various  tribes,  with  the 
annuities  in  money,  provisions,  and  goods  to  be  paid  the  Indians  for 
the  relinquishment  of  their  daim  to  this  vast  and  indefinite  region  of 
land.  At  that  date  the  Sioux  Kation  was  comi>osed  of  many  distinct 
families  or  tribes,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  about  50,000  souls,  of 
whom  8,000  were  reputed  to  be  warriors.  In  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,  of  November  1, 1864,  the  enumeration  of 
Sioux  is  given  as  ^'  46,663,  out  of  about  53,000,"  and  tboy  are  classified 
uM  among  the  ^^  wilder  tribes,"  undergoing  a  process  of  civilization, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  possibly  seven  thousand  to  ten  thousand, 
none  of  these  were  designated  as  hostile ;  ^<  and  the  hostiles  themselves 
were  so  scattered  and  divided  in  cliques  and  bands  that,  except  under 
oxtmordtnary  provocation,  or  in  circumstances  not  at  all  to  be  appre- 
bonded,  it  is  not  probable  that  as  many  as  five  hundred  warriors  will 
ever  again  be  mustered  at  one  point  for  a  fight.*' 

These  Indians,  as  ail  others,  were  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  the  Indian  Bureau,  and  only  small  garrisons  of  soldiers  were  called 
for  at  the  several  agencies,  such  as  Eed  Cloud  and  Spotted  Tail,  on 
the  head  of  the  White  Earth  Biver,  in  Nebraska,  (outside  their  reser- 
vation,) and  at  Standing  Bock,  Cheyenne,  and  Crow  Creek,  on  the 
Missouri  Biver,  to  protect  the  persons  of  the  agents  and  their  employes. 
About  these  several  agencies  were  grouped  the  several  bands  of  Sioux 
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nnder  rarious  names.    Thas,  in  tbe  report  of  Uie  CommUsioiien 
loiliau  AflTairs,  of  November  1, 1875,  there  were  at —  1 

Kod  Cloud  ncenry,  (OgaUallasJ oM 

Fort  Peek,  (YanGlonaia) iM 

Fan  Peck,  (SMitc»  and  BisBiUtDS) u| 

Fort  Peak,  (TctoDn) M 

Fort  Peek,  (Awaiboinee) |^ 

Sl>ott>!<l  Tr<1  o^ncy,  (MinuecuDJoiii)... 1^ 

Spottril  Tiiil  iu-'"i>'v.{Bnt]te) &■ 

Mil         ■  i                III  V,  (TttDctonaia) tX 

s(Uiwpnp<») am 

-I                                    v,(Blacltfiiot) iM 

(  [ .1.  VnnAloiials] 1^ 

Li«n  i-.i^i^;.  ,.j;;,:„^.v,tUral6(i) \M 

CbeyoBDD  Uivcr  agiincy,  (Two  Kettles) 4m 

ChejenoD Birar  ngonc;,  (MinneoonJoiui).... , ^U 

Cheyeano  RiTar  nseucy,  (Sanii  Aim) VM 

Cbeyeono  River  agency,  (Blackfeet) '■ 

Totri ~*8 

All  these  Indiana  veve  receiTtug  food,  clnthin^,  &c.,  and  andorflofl 
'  the  proc«M  of  civilii'^tion ;  bnt  from  the  time  of  the  iware  cMumraM 
of  1868  to  tbo  (late  of  this  report  there  bad  ivmaiiied  out,  rc«Qgtin| 
aa  hOHtiles  or  "  oDtlnw»,''  undor  the  load  of  Sitting  Bull  and  a  fevr  oM 
chiela,  a  miuibcr  of  Sioux,  estimated  by  tho  Indian  Bureau  in  ifl 
"  at  7,000,  of  which  numlK'v  4,000  came  iu  to  Standing  Hock  and  oid 
agencies,  ictlucins  tho  number  of  those  who  can  now  probably  be  csifl 
hostile  to  about  3,000.''  0{  thette  the  Commissioner  reported,  KorM 
bcr  1,  1875,  that  "  it  will  probably  bo  foaml  necessary  to  compel  fl 
northern  non-tn-aty  Hious,  under  tbo  IraderHhip  of  SittiuR  Bull,  M 
have  never  yet  in  any  way  recognized  the  United  States  (loveniiBil 
exoept  by  snatching  rations  occasionally  at  an  ngeucy,  and  snob  ^a 
laws  fK>m  tho  several  agencies  as  hare  attached  themselves  to  Uw 
same  bostjlcs,  to  cease  marauding  and  settle  down,  as  tbe  other  Sm 
bave  doue,  at  some  designated  point."  fl 

The  titei>s  Ibllowlng  this  clearIj-'Stat«d  policy  were  iu  esactaeegfl 
auco  ttacrowith,  and  vith  tbe  laws  and  usage  of  tbo  (lovemmd 
Indian  In)!i)ector  £.  C.  Watkios  investigated  tho  subject  and  na^l 
lull  reiMirt,  under  dnto  of  November  tl,  1^7.%  iu  which  bo  advised  tfl 
troojis  be  tieut  against  these  hostile  Iniliaus  ^*  that  winter ;  tbe  boqM 
the  better,"  and  adviseil  that  tbe  fort-i^  consist  of  one  thousaoil  ^9 
General  Sheridan,  iu  whoso  division  ihene  Indians  were,  iostraofl 
General  Crook  to  prepare,  but  subset^nently,  on  the  'M  ot  DcoemW 
1875,  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior  notilicd  the  Secretary  of  War  of  | 
par]>0He  to  send  out  runners  to  notify  these  Indians  (Imt  llioy  oM 
come  in  to  their  reservations  by  or  helore  tho  ;Ust  of  January,  IST^a 
it  "military  force  would  bo  sent  to  compel  thent."  .\ccordtngly  jl 
military  preparations  were  su8]>endcd  till  the  1st  day  of  Febroarr,  wfl 
tlie  Secretary  of  tho  Interior  notified  the  Seeretarj'  of  ^VlU■  lui  9 
time  given  the  hostile  Indians  having  expired,  he  formally  tamed  dfl 
over  to  tho  military  anthorities  for  sucb  action  on  the  )>arC  nf  tbo  Ad 
ns  he,  the  Secretary  of  War,  might  deem  proper  under  Uio  cinfl 
stances.  ■ 

General  Sheridan  then  instmnted  (leneral  Crook  to  proceed  to  raffll 
these  Indiana  to  snbjeotion.  This  ollScer  started  on  tbe  1st  of  MaiclS 
person,  at  the  head  of  an  ex|)ediLioh  comrtosed  of  ten  compaaiea  of  I 
Seoond  and  Third  Cavalry,  under  Col.  J.  J.  l^eynolds,  Third  Cavalt3r,a 
f  wofompaniewollheFourlh  Infant  n,,  with  teamsters,  guides,  Ac,  aittoj 
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ing  in  all  to  eight  hundred  and  eighty-three  men.  They  followed,  substan- 
tially, the  old  Bozeman  trail,  by  the  abandoned  Forts  Keno  and  Phil. 
Kearney,  thence  northeast,  scouting  Eosebud  and  Tongue  Bivers,  to  a 
point  at  the  month  of  Bed  Clay  Greek,  where  General  Crook  changed 
bis  course  to  the  southeast,  towaxd  Powder  Biver,  and  at  a  point  on 
the  head  of  Otter  Creek,  March  16,  divided  his  command,  sending  Col- 
onel BeynoldSt  with  six  companies  of  cavalry,  with  one  day's  rations, 
to  follow  the  trail  of  two  Indians,  seen  that  day,  and  to  join  him,  Gen- 
eral Crook,  nt  the  mouth  of  Lodge  Pole  Creek,  on  Powder  Biver,  the 
next  evening.  Colonel  Beynolds  moved  at  5  p.  m.  of  the  16th,  and  'by 
a  night  march  struck  the  camp  of  Crazy  Horse,  one  of  the  hostile  bands, 
the  next  morning.  The  Indians  fled  to  the  hills,  leaving  the^comp  in 
the  hands  of  the  troops,  who  proceeded  to  destroy  it  and  its  ^contents 
by  fire.  The  Indians  molested  the  troops  during  tlus  operation  by  firing 
from  rocks,  bushes,  and  gullies,  but  the  village  was  ntterly  destroyed, 
when  Colonel  Beynolds  drew  off  and  proceedid  to  make  junction«with 
General  Crook,  at  the  time  and  place  appointed.  Much  controversy 
then  arose,  and  still  continues,  as  to  whether  Colonel  Beynolds  accom- 
plished all  that  his  opportunity  afforded,  and  this  subject  is  uot^yet 
concluded.  Nevertheless,  he  made  junction  with  General  Crook  ontthe 
morning  of  March  18,  near  the  place  agreed  on,  when  the  expedition 
returned  to  Fort  Fetterman,  reaching  that  place  March  26.,  During 
this  expedition  the  weather  was  bitteny  cold,  the  thermometer  shoXring, 
March  11, 23^  Fahrenheit  below  0 ;  March  12, 26^  below  0,  and<  March 
17,  the  nights  preceding  and  following  the  attack  on  Crazy  Horse'si^l- 
lage,  were  so  cold  that  the  men  were  not  allowed  to  sleep,  fortfeaM>f 
the  consequences.  No  one  who  is  not  familiar  with  the  rugged. nature 
of  the  country,  its  bitter  cold  in  the  winter  season,  and  utter  ab8ence«jof 
all  that  supports  life,  can  judge  of  the  difficulties  which  mnst^betcn- 
dnred  and  overcome  to  insure  &e  suooess  of  military  operations  in^that 
quarter.  During  this  expedition  Colonel  Beynolds  lost  four  men  killed, 
five  men  and  one  officer  wounded,  and  does  not  report  the  number  of 
Indians  killed.  The  result,  therefore,  was  only  the  destractioa  of  »the 
tents  or  teepees  of  the  Indians,  with  their  contents,  including  ammuni- 
tion and  winter  supplies,  described  as  embracing  articles  of  food  rand 
clothing  that  must  have  come  from  tJie  agencies. 

This  expedition  was  not  conclusive  or  satisfactory.  Therefore,  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  determined  to  proceed  more  systematically  by  concentric 
movements,  similar  to  those  which  in  1874-'75  had  proved  so  success- 
ful at  the  south  against  the  hostile  Comanches,  Eiowas,  and  Chey- 
ennes.  He  ordered  three  distinct  columns  to  be  prepared  to  move  to.  a 
common  center,  where  the  hostiles  were  supposed  to  be,  from  Montana, 
from  Dakota,  and  from  the  Platte.  The  two  former  fell  nnder«the 
command  of  the  department  commander.  General  Terry,  and  the  latter 
under  General  Crook.  These  movements  were  to  be  simultaneous,  so 
that  Indians  avoiding  one  column  might  be  encountered  by  another, 
but  up  to  that  date  the  military  authorities  were  bound  to  assume.that 
the  peaceful  or  treaty  Indians  were  at  the  agencies,  and  that  either  of 
these  three  columns  could  not  encounter  more  than  the  hostiles,  esti- 
mated by  the  Indian  Bureau  at  500  warriors,  or  by  anybody  at  the  time 
at  more  than  800  warriors. 

General  Crook  started  from  Fort  Fetterman  on  the  29th  of  May  with  two 
battalions  of  the  Second  and  Third  Cavalry,  under  Lt.  Col.  W.  B.  Boyall, 
Third  Cavalry,  and  a  battalion  of  five  companies  of  the  Fourth  and  Ninth 
Infantry,  under  Major  Alex.  Chambers  of, the  Fourth  Infantry,  (nowlieu- 
tenant-coloneUTwentyrflrs(y)a.with  a^train jof  .wagons,  pack-mules,  and  In- 
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(111  "      .  III. 1;:;^^  lft47oBicPr8Ba(1 1,002  men  ;r" 

'I  i  ■  !     -  t!to8anicrouteft8thepr6(Mil 

■  I   '  liii' liwidof  TongneBiver,!ifi 

!•■  'I   II' I'l ' 'iiii>kparkeilbistraiDS,iuonii'  < 

niiiir-;,  ;mmI,  .l[iiii>  1i;,  -^laiU'ii  ou  i*  scout  to  tlie  head  of  Jirtsplmil,  :iI<V>J 
irlbut:ir,v  III  ilii-  Yflk.n-sUiiR'.     Ill  descemting  tbe  Kosebnd  early  in  i 
d.-i.v  ul'-diin'  17  la-i'iii'iiiintercil  a  large  force  of  warriors  perfectly  uroimBJ 
for  baill'-.     Iki  was  iiimiiig  for  tbeir  village,  Eitpi>osed  to  bo  iitiouQ 
iiiili-A  iloivii  tljc  IiDscbiiil,  l>iit  ttieee  Indians  bad  not  await«d  Uie  am 
at  Uieir  villajri^  l>iit  Iiiul  cumo  out  boldlj-  aud  bad  attacke<l  OeiM 
rrook'fi  foimiiiiiid.    Tbe  fight  was  on  both  banks  of  Ibe  Rosebad,  • 
liustnl  ioto  thv  night,  when  the  Indians  withdrew,  ieaviof;  tbirtepudq 
warriorH. 

Oeneral  Crook's  \09H  wfts  nine  dead  and  twenty-one  wonnded— 
tbefle,  Captain  Guy  V.  Henry,  Third  Cavalry,  waa  shot  througli  tbe  fl 
The  gronnd  whero  this  Sght  took  place  was  m  rough — so  covned  f 
rooks,  trees,  and  bushes — that  it  vas  impossible  to  estimate  amin 
mat<'ly  tbe  fori*  of  the  enemy ;  but  General  Crook  was  satiRflw  t 
tlie  nnmberH  and  quality  of  his  enemy  required  more  men  tbau  be  li 
and,  l>eluK  already  encumbered  with  wounded,  he  eouolniled  to  r" 
to  bis  train  on  Goose  Creek,  which  be  reached  on  tbe  lOtb,  a 
Imck  for  rp  enfoi-eement. 

Moautime  Col.  .lobn  Gibbon,  Seventh  Infiuitry,  with  a  force  of  aboatjl 
men,roniponedof  the  >See/)nd  Cavalry  and  Seventh  Infiintry.badinarDd 
(Vom  Kort  Kllis,  in  Montana,  down  the  valley  of  the  Yellowstooe,  i"inf 
(^neriU  Terry,  who,  at  tbe  same  time,  wofi  substantially  oscendinir  I 
Bame  valley,  llje  latter,  (General Terry,)  with  the  Seventh  Cavnlry.  i 
its  Itentenaut-oolonel,  Unster,  contAiuing  tiOO  men  and  hordes  iiud  abi 
400infHntry,  bod  stnrte«l from  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln  on  tbe  I7th  of  Mi 
foltowin;;  westward  the  route  passed  over  by  the  a<svontli  Cavalry  | 

gitsvions  summer,  n^a^-hed  tbe  Vellowstone,  at  tbe  month  of  Pow 
fver,  on  the  9tb  of  June,  where,  by  appointment,  be  met  nteatnlio 
ithe  river  being  navigable,)  and  bore  he  established  a  sapply  cai 
tcsnmingbts  march  along  the  south  bank,  bo  reached  iLc  moathfl 
Itosebud  on  the  2l8t,  having  steamboats  in  tbe  river  acconipaiiyiDeif 
march.    Ne^ir  this  point  he  i;ame  in  commnnirMJou  with  Cohmcl  \ 
bon,  whose  command  was  left  at  the  mouth  of  tiie  liij*  Uorn.  und  d 
mineflii]  person  t«eontinae  onto  the  sameplace,  but  to  detach  the  Sen 
Cavalrj-  by  a  circoit  to  the  Upper  Kosebud  and  a  l.rilmtnry  of  the  ] 
Horn,  where  all  his  command,  embracing  thsit  of  Colonel  Gibbon,  t 
to  meet  on  a  day  appointi'd.     Now,  up  to  this  moment,  Mjcii-  mtsiiotfe' 
offlcinl  or  private  to  justify  au  officer  to  expect  tbal  any  detunbn 
could  (mcounter  oiore  tbau  500,  or,  at  tbe  maxnnum,  HOO  boHiilo  wan 
Tbe  terrible  cjilamity  that  befell  Lienteniint-Colonel  CuKler's  cold 
makes  it  imiwrtjint  to  lulopt  exact  otBcial  lungauge,  and  I  giro  Oeafl 
Trrrj'w  emci  words,  under  date  of  June  HI: 

It  ir 


iilur  al'iiiit  tlirn'  iiillna  lower  ilnwit.    llnaa  bri  . 
luki  oDil  (uDilit  on  foot  natU  flitally,  ctunploti^  S 
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by  nnmbors,  he  was  compelled  to  mount  and  recross  the  river,  and  seek  a  refuge  on 
the  high  blnffs  which  overlook  its  right  bank.  Jnst  as  he  recrossed,  Captain  Benteen, 
who,  with  three  companies,  (D,  H,  and  K,)  was  some  two  miles  to  the  left  of  Reno 
when  the  action  commenced,  but  who  had  been  ordered  by  General  Custer  to  retnm, 
came  to  the  river,  and  rightly  concluding  that  it  was  useless  for  his  force  to  renew  the 
fight  in  the  valley,  be  joined  Reno  on  the  blufVs.  Captain  McDougall,  with  his  company, 
(B,)  was,  at  tirst,  some  distance  in  the  rear  with  atraiu  of  pacK-mules;  he  also  came 
np  to  Reno.  Soon  this  united  force  was  nearly  surrounded  by  Indians,  many  of  whom, 
armed  with  rifles,  occupied  positions  which  commanded  the  gronnd  held  by  the 
cavalry — ^ground  from  which  there  was  no  escape.  Rifle-pits  were  dug,  and  the  fight 
was  maintained,  though  with  heavy  lass,  from  abont  half  past  2  o'clock  of  the  25tli 
till  G  o'clock  of  the  26th,  when  the  Indians  withdrew  from  the  valley,  taking  with 
them  their  village.  Of  the  movements  of  General  Cnster  and  the  five  companies  under 
his  immediate  command,  scarcely  anything  is  known  from  those  who  witnessed  them, 
for  no  offlcer  or  soldier  who  accompanied  him  has  yet  been  found  alive.  His  trail  from 
the  point  where  Reno  crossed  the  stream  paa^^es  along  and  in  the  rear  of  the  crest  of  the 
blafis  on  the  right  bank  for  nearly  or  quite  three  miles ;  then  it  comes  down  to  the 
bank  of  the  river,  but  at  once  diverges  from  it  as  if  he  had  unsuccessfully  attempted  to 
cross;  then  tnms  upon  itself,  almost  completing  a  circle,  and  closes.  It  is  marked  by 
the  remains  of  his  officers  and  men,  aud  the  bodies  of  his  horses,  some  of  them  strewn 
along  the  path ;  others  heaped  where  halts  appear  to  have  Im^u  made.  There  is  abun- 
dant evidence  that  a  gallant  resistance  was  offered  by  the  troops,  but  they  were  beset 
on  all  sides  by  overpowering  numbers. 

The  oflicers  known  to  bo  killed  are  General  Custer,  Captains  Keogh,  Yates,  and  Cus- 
ter, Lieutenants  Cooke,  Smith,  Mcintosh,  Calhonn,  Porter,  Hodgson,  Sturgis,  and  Reilly 
of  the  cavalry;  Lieutenant  Crittenden,  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry,  with  Acting  As- 
sistant Surgeon  De  Wolf,  Lieutenant  Harrington,  of  the  cavalry,  and  Assistant  Surgeon 
Lord  are  missing.  Captain  Benteen  and  Lieutenant  Yamnm,  of  the  cavalry,  are  slight- 
ly wounded.  Mr.  B.  Custer,  a  brother,  and  Mr.  Reed,  a  nephew  of  General  Custer, 
were  with  him  and  were  killed.  No  other  oflScers  than  those  whom  I  have  named  aro 
among  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  It  is  imi>ossible  yet  to  obtain  a  reliable  list 
of  the  enlisted  men  who  were  killed  and  wounded,  but  the  number  of  killed,  including 
officers,  must  reach  two  hundred  and  fifty ;  the  number  of  wounded  is  fifty-one. 

At  the  month  of  the  Rosebud  I  informed  General  Custer  that  I  should  take  the 
enpply-st«amer  Far  West  np  the  Yellowstone,  to  ferry  General  Gibbon's  column  over 
the  river;  that  I  should  personsUly  accompany  that  column,  and  that  it  would  in  all 
probability  reach  the  month  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  on  the  26th  instant.  The  steamer 
reaehed  General  Gibbon's  troops,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Horn,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing X}i  the  24th,  and  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  all  his  men  and  animals  were  across 
the  Yellowstone.  At  5  o'clock  the  column,  consisting  of  five  companies  of  the  Seventh 
Infantry,  four  companies  Second  Cavalry,  and  a  battery  of  Gatling  guns,  marched  out  to 
and  across  Tullock's  Cre^k.  Starting  soon  after  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  25th, 
the  infkntry  madeamarch  of  twenty-two  miles  over  the  most  diificnlt  country  which  I 
have  ever  seen.  In  order  that  scouts  might  be  sent  into  the  valley  of  the  Little  Big 
Horn,  the  cavalry,  with  the  battery,  were  then  pushed  on  thirteen  or  fourt-een  miles 
farther,  reaching  camp  at  midnight.  The  scouts  were  sent  out  at  4.30  on  the  morning 
of  the  26th.  They  discovered  three  Indians,  who  were  at  first  supposed  to  be  Sioux, 
but,  when  overtaken,  proved  to  be  Crows,  who  had  been  with  Geueral  Custer.  They 
brought  the  first  intelligence  of  the  battle.  Their  story  was  not  credited.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  some  fighting,  perhaps  severe  fighting,  had  taken  place,  but  it  was  not  be- 
lieved that  disaster  could  have  overtaken  so  large  a  force  as  twelve  companies  of  cav- 
alry. The  infantry  which  had  broken  camp  very  early,  soon  came  np,  and  the  whole 
column  entered  and  moved  up  the  valley  of  the  Little  Big  Horn.  During  the  after- 
nooti  efforts  were  made  to  send  scouts  through  to  what  was  supposed  to  be  General 
Cnster^s  poaition,  and  to  obtain  infonnation  of  the  condition  of  afiairs,  but  those  who 
were  sens  oot  were  driven  back  by  pai*ties  of  Indians,  who,  in  increasing  nnmbers, 
were  seen  hovering  in  General  Gibbon's  front.  At  8.40  in  the  evening  the  infantry  had 
marched  twenty -nine  or  thirty  miles.  The  men  w^ere  very  weary.  Daylight  was  failing. 
The  coloran  was  therefore  halted  for  the  night  at  a  XK>int  about  eleven  miles  in  a  straight 
line  above  the  mouth  of  the  stream.  In  the  morning  the  march  was  resumed,  and  af- 
ter marching  nine  miles  Major  Reno's  intrenched  position  was  reached.  Tlie  withdrawal 
of  the  Indians  from  around  Reno's  command  and  from  the  valley  was  undoubtedly 
oaased  by  the  appearance  of  General  Gibbon's  troops.  Major  Reno  and  Captain  Ben- 
teen, both  of  whom  are  ofBcers  of  great  ex|>erience,  accustomed  to  see  large  masses  of 
monnted  men,  estimate  the  number  of  Indians  engage4l  at  not  less  than  twenty-five 
bnndred ;  other  ofiiecrs  think  the  naniber  was  greater  than  this.  The  village  in  the 
ralley  was  aliont  three  miles  in  lengtli,  and  alK>nt  a  mile  in  width.  Besides  the  lodges 
jFToper,  a  great  number  of  temporary  brushwood  shelter  was  found  in  it,  indicating 
that  more  men  besides  its  proper  inhabitants  had  gathered  together  there.  Major 
Beflo  ie  very  confident  that  there  were  a  nnmber  of  white  men  fighting  with  the  In 
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itiauH.  It  is  liellnvod  tlint  Ihe  losa  of  the  Iiidiiins  wna  larger,  t  linve  as  ^etr 
iii>  oniclnl  roportji  In  rtgatil  to  tUo  bitttln,  bat  what  is  stAte^l  hi^n  >>  gatltMrDd  fi 
ofllcffB  who  «cro  un  the  tpvuml  tjiero  and  Irom  those  nhu  buTO  li«eu  over  it  kU 

Snbsequeutly,  on  tbe  Stli  of  July,  Major  IteDO,  tlio  seolor  survivj 
oBlcer  of  tUe  7tli  Cavalry,  maae  the  following  report,  atlilresMd  \ 
tlie  adjufrtut-geueral  of  Gi^nenil  Terry : 


TIlH  c 


.i:ii  n 


lUE   (IpVO.  .  _._     ..,...._...,_        

...     ana  Sti,  between  tbi>  7tli  Cavivlry  and  SitU 

Hni;'    I    -III.    'i',   -loiii,  on  the  Little  JlJE  Horn  Biver,  1  boTe  thn  hnnorla  a  '  ~ 
III,'  :.  :         :  ,1  itH  opec«tioii«  froiD  tL«  titue  of  loftviug  tha  mniii  colonui 

ilir  ,  r<  ,1  in  tbeTicinlt;  of  tbo  IdiUud  village: 

Till  ;:i::i  ir  ii  I.  I liu  ciuDp at  tiio  iDiiuth  of  RoacbDil  RiTor,  nftOT  inictinK  IK  " 
l>><i'iir<'  thcilrjinmueutCDniiniuider,  muter  comniiuid  of  Brerct  MiiJar-OimeruTG.  A  .  _ 
Ivr.  Lii'iitonnul-OoloDcl,  on  the  afternoon  of  theSStlofJuiif,  anil  morchnl  ap  the  Uoa»> 
brul  tvi^lvn  inilraADd  mcMnped;  S3«1,uarched  iip  the  Kosubiiil,  poeHiu^  many  aid 
Inilinn  camim,  and  folloiring  a  very  Wge  lodge-pole  tcnii,  but  not  frcali.  maklnic 
thirty -three  miles ;  34th,  tbo  march  wiw  Dontiouod  up  tbo  nuBcbud,  i '  ' ' 

lYuhenini;  with  L'vory  taile,  until  wu  bod  mado  tnotity-eii;bt  mil' 
cnnipMl  utiil  waited  fur  tiiformatlou  from  the  iicouts.  At  tf.Sr>  ]i.  r 
utllcors  to(!otbor  ond  informeU  oa  that,  be^^oud  a  doabt,  tho  vilUif:.- 
tbi-  Liitti*  ii\f'  Hum,  and  that  to  reach  it  it  was  ueutuiiar;  to  otu>-  : 
it.iat-ti/ii!  ■•ml  i.'iuu  Itl.irnorn.anditiraaldheiiupoaaibh'tothi  xu  m  ■.: 
■iiir  il    '  iriiiicb  to  the  Indiaue;  tliat  no  would  nrepani  t-^ 

Tl>  ■■•■<'  -tt  luorcb  tumiD);  nDU  tbe  Kosebml  to  tho  right,  OL 

Inn: '  '   '      i'  >t  tioftrUieenmrnicof  tbe  divide.    About 'J  a.  ULor^L 

"i.iiii  '....i  ^1.11  ri;.Lr  Un  conld  not  oniestbo  divide  lieforo  d»yli{;ht.  W«l| 
<r.i[|.-n  .luii  ii-;.ir.l  ii.(  liiice  boni«,at.tbe  expiration  of  which  tinio  the  mm^ 
xniiicil,  lliti  iliviilo  r.roasod,  and  abont  ^  a.  m.  the  oouminnd  \raa  in  the  tbII^.^ 
ilii>  branrhrs  of  t)io  Little  Big  Horn. .  By  this  time  lodians  hivl  boon  Koti,H 
rr'TtaIn  Ihnt  no  could  not  inrpiise  them,  and  it  was  deteniilncd  to  inovo  at^L 
attoclt-  Previous  to  this  no  division  of  tbe  regiment  luul  bocn  mndo  siuM^ 
<Ka»  Jnmpd,  iu  tho  YoltovRtone,  annulling  wing  and  battalion  organization,  1 
liifoRued  me  bo  noald  oailgn  oomnutods  on  tho  march. 

1  woe  ordered  by  Lientenant  W.  W.  Cookn, adjutant,  to  nHumocDmrnond  af  C 
titin)CBH,A.aod  0:  Capiuin  Bentccn  of  CoraiMuilea  11,1), and  K;  C'lmter 
K,  i'.  I.  and  L  nuder  hiM  iuimediato  commnnd,  and  Company  D,  Captain  H 
icarut'thei>ucli-lraiii.     lawuiDedcomuuindof  tbo  (<unit>aiiiL>e  nsaigOHllor 
lint  auv  duLiiite  onlers  moved  forward  with  thereat  of  tho  ooluinn,  andw 

I  m\r  Iteoteeii  luoviuK  rurtlicr  lu  the  left,  nnd  as  they  passed  hu  told  mo  baM 
10  move  well  to  thu  left,  »ud  sweep  everytbini;  before  him.    I  did  not  r' 
until  abonl  :i.U<linm.    The  command  moved  iTowu  the  oreeic  toward  I 
Horn  VoUoT ;  ('nst«r,  with  five  companies,  on  tlio  right  bank ;  myself  and  UOW  • 
liUTilea  on  tne  left  bonk,  and  fienteeu  further  to  the  left  ajid  out  of  sight. 

As  wo  ajinroacbod  a  deserted  village,  and  in  which  was  atondlng  or* 

II  0.11].  Cnslcc  motioned  me  to  erase  to  bini,  which  1  did,  and  ■novo' 
ralnniii,  until  nbonl  VJ.iO  a.  m.,  when  I.ieul«r.uit  Cooke,  adlatsut,  ii 

uld  tlie  village  wuB  only  two  miles  ahead,  and  runniox  *wfty, "  to  n  .   _ 

n>  rapid  eait  as  I  thonght  pnident,  and  to  charge  afiorward,  and  that  tlie  whole  ewt- 
lit  wonldsii|i|>artnie."  I  think  those  were  his  exact  words.  1  at  oncn  took  »  fut  liol 
mid  i:i<jM'i)  'liKML  ■.dnnt  twu  mlleo,  witcn  I  cnuie  to  a  ford  of  thr  rivi-r.  I  croMd 
III.:   '  I'd  about  ten  niinulcs,  or  less,  to  ({athor  Ihu  tiuitnlioiTi.  iMiidlac 

M'  ^ii'l  Hverytbiog  in  front  of  mo,  and  that  tJioj- wtre  ntnnig.    I 

>'.'  i:ep  scutits  on  tnr  left  eboreed  down  tho  yntlt-j.  (ItivlDc  the 

i  I.  iiT  olKiut  two  and  a  half  milos-    1.  howeior,  sriun  niw  that  I 

n  .1;  ;       _  ..nil-  irMji,  us  tber  certainly  would  light  betdci 

n«  ivc  Mill'  I  I  .11   ''.r^i-..  whicu  was  still  atanding;  besiiW.  . 

Ciistvr  or  ;ii  >  ■  ii  at  tbe  some  timo  tbe  very  earth  iiw.'ini.'il  iw  grow  B 

•Uaua,uiditii  'v.^nl  me  iu  swarms,  and  from  oil  dir>   ' 

1  Mw  T  i.i;  .  '|-  .Hid  ako    1111  thi'   iiitail;,  limnui 

l^H— ■  •■•,  -■■•'  ">:■■■■  '•.-...-.-  I   --■      -i  -      -,  .|,.,Ilerl 


ol'thn  nret.  lu  Ihio  clinrge,  I'lnit  Lieut,  itonald  Mrlntnsli,  be<^>i  i 
lIulgMniiScvGtith  Cat  airy,  and  ActinBAsBiitantKiirgrvrnJ.  M.  1'' 
ulccixUi-d  iu  n-Bchiig;  the  liqiftrthc  hlofli^nilhaloMoIthiithr - 
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aiue  enlisted  men  killed  and  seven  wonndod.  Almoat  at  the  same  time  I  reached  the  top 
iDonntcd  men  were  seen  to  be  coming  toward  us,  and  it  proved  to  bo  Colonel  Beuteen'a 
battalion,  Companies  H,  D,  and  K.  Wo  Joined  forces,  and  in  a  short  time  tho  pack- 
train  came  np.  As  senior,  my  command  was  then  Companies  A,  B,  D,  Q,  H,  K,  and  M, 
abont380  men,  and  the  following  officers:  Captains  Benteen,  Weir,  Fronoh,  and 
McDoagall:  First  Lieutenants  Godfrey,  Mathey,  and  Gibson;  Second  Lieutenants 
Edgerly,  Wallace,  Vamum,  and  Hare,  and  Acting  Assistant  Sureeon  Porter. 

First  Lieutenant  De  Rudio  was  in  the  dismounted  fight  in  tiie  woods,  but,  having 
some  trouble  with  his  horse,  did  not  Join  the  command  in  the  charge  out,  and,  hiding 
himself  in  the  woods.  Joined  the  command  after  nightfall  of  the  2Ctli. 

Still  hearing  nothing  from  Custer,  and  with  this  re-cnforcement.  I  moved  down  the 
river  in  the  direction  of  the  village,  keeping  on  the  blufis.  We  had  heanl  firing  in 
that  direction  and  knew  it  could  only  be  Custer.  I  moved  to  the  summit  of  the  high- 
est blu IT,  but  seeing  and  hearing  nothing,  sent  Captain  Weir,  with  his  company,  to 
open  communication  with  the  other  command.  Ho  soon  sent  back  word  by  lieuten- 
ant Hare  that  he  could  go  no  further,  and  that  the  Indians  were  getting  around  him. 
At  this  time  he  was  keeping  u^  aheavv  fire  frozi  the  skirmish-lino.  I  at  once  turtfed 
everything  back  to  the  first  position  I  had  taken  on  the  blaii's,  and  which  seemed  to 
me  the  beet.  I  dismounted  the  men,  had  the  horses  and  the  mules  of  the  pack-train 
driven  together  in  a  depression,  put  the  men  on  the  crests  of  the  hills  making  the 
depression,  and  had  haruKy  done  so  when  I  was  furiously  attacked.  This  was  about  6 
p.  m.  We  held  our  ground,  with  the  loss  of  eighteen  enlisted  men  killed  and  forty-six 
wounded,  until  the  attack  ceaAed,  about  9  p.  m.  As  I  know  by  this  time  their  over- 
whelming numbers,  and  had  given  up  any  hope  of  support  from  the  portion  of  the  regi- 
ment with  Custer,  I  had  the  men  dig  rifie-pits,  barricaded  with  dead  horses  and  mules 
and  boxes  of  hard  bread  the  opening  of  the  depression  toward  the  Indians  in  which  the 
animals  were*^  herded,  and  made  every  exertion  to  be  ready  for  what  I  saw  would 
be  a  terrific  assault  the  next  day.  All  tiiis  night  the  men  were  busy,  and  the  Indians 
holding  a  scalp-dance  underneath  us,  in  the  bottom,  and  in  our  hearing.  On  the 
morning  of  the  2Gth,  I  felt  confident  that  I  could  hold  my  own,  and  was  ready  as  for 
as  I  coiSd  be,  when  at  daylight,  about  2.30  a.  m.,  I  heard  the  crack  of  two  rifies.  This 
was  the  signal  for  tho  beginning  of  a  fire  that  I  have  never  seen  equaled.  Every  rifle 
was  handled  by  an  expert  and  udlled  marksman,  and  with  a  range  that  exceeded  our 
carbine,  and  it  was  simply  impossible  to  show  any  part  of  the  body  before  it  was 
struck. 

We  could  see,  as  the  daylight  brightened,  countless  hordes  of  them  passing  no  the 
valley,  from  out  the  village,  and  scampering  over  the  high  points  toward  the  plaoea 
designated  for  them  by  their  chiefs,  and  which  entirely  surrounded  our  position.  They 
had  sufficient  numbers  to  completely  encircle  us,  and  men  were  struck  on  opposite 
sides  of  the  lines  from  where  the  shots  were  fired.  I  think  we  were  fighting  all  the 
8ioux  Nation,  and  also  all  the  desperadoes,  renegades,  half-breeds,  and  scxuaw-men  be- 
tween the  Missouri  and  the  Arkansas  east  of  the  .Rocky  Mountains,  and  they  must 
have  numbered  at  least  2,500  warriors.  The  fire  did  not  slacken  until  about  9.30  a.  ro., 
and  then  we  discovered  that  thev  were  making  a  last  desperate  attempt,  and  which 
was  directed  against  the  lines  held  by  Companies  H  and  M.  In  this  attack  they 
charged  close  enough  to  use  their  bows  and  arrows,  and  one  man  lying  dead  within 
our  lines  was  touched  by  the  "  coup-stick  "  of  one  of  the  foremont  Indians.  When  I 
say  the  stick  was  only  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  long,  some  idea  of  the  desperate  and 
reckless  fighting  of  these  people  may  be  understood.  This  charce  of  theirs  was  gal- 
lantly repulsed  by  the  men  on  that  line  led,  by  Colonel  Benteen.  They  also  came  dose 
enough  to  send  their  arrows  into  the  line  held  by  Companies  D  and  K,  but  were  driven 
away  by  a  like  charge  of  the  line,  which  I  accompanied. 

We  now  had  many  wounded,  and  the  question  of  water  was  vital,  as  from  6  p.  m.  of 
the  previous  evening  until  now.  10  a.  m.,  about  IG  hours,  we  had  been  without  any. 
A  skirmish-line  was  formed  under  Colonel  Benteen  to  protect  tho  descent  of  volunteers 
down  the  hill  in  front  of  his  position  to  reach  the  water.  Wo  succeeded  in  getting 
some  canteens,  although  many  of  the  men  were  hit  in  doing  so.  The  fury  of  the  attack 
was  now  over,  and,  to  my  astonishment,  the  Indians  were  seen  going  in  parties  toward 
the  village.  But  two  solutions  occurred  to  us  for  this  movement — that  they  were 
going  for  something  to  oat  and  more  ammunition,  (as  they  hod  been  throwing* arrows,) 
or  that  Custer  was  coming.  We  took  advantage  of  this  lull  to  fill  all  vessels  with 
water,  and  soon  had  it  by  the  camp-ketUefnl ;  but  they  continued  to  withdraw,  and  all 
firing  ceased,  save  occasional  shots  from  sharpshooters,  sent  to  annoy  us  about  the 
water. 

About  2  p.  m.  the  grass  in  the  bottom  was  set  on  fire  and  followed  up  by  Indians 
who  encouraged  its  burning,  and  it  was  evident  to  me  that  it  was  done  for  a  purpose, 
and  which  purpose  I  discovered  later  on  to  be  the  creation  of  a  dense  cloud  of  smoke, 
behind  which  they  were  packing  and  preparing  to  move  their  tepees.  It  was  between 
G  and  7  p.  m.  that  tho  village  came  out  from  behind  the  clouds  of  smoke  and  dust.  We 
had  a  close  and  good  view  of  them  as  they  filed  away  in  tho  direction  of  Big  Horn 
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cfaara;ee  tliej  maile  so  close  to  my  lines.  They  made  their  approach  through  the  deep 
gulches  that  led  from  the  hill-top  to  the  river,  and  when  the  jealous  care  Tvitli  which 
the  Indian  guards  the  bodies  of  killed  and  wounded  is  considered,  it  is  not  astonishing 
that  their  boiiies  were  not  foand.  It  is  probable  that  the  stores  left  by  them  and  de- 
stroyed the  next  two  days  was  to  make  room  for  many  of  them  on  their  trains. 

The  harrowing  sight  of  the  dead  bodies  crowning  the  height  on  which  Custer  fell, 
and  which  will  remain  vividly  in  my  memory  until  death,  is  too  recent  for  me  not  to  nsk 
the  good  people  of  this  country  whether  a  policy  that  sets  opposing  parties  in  the 
fiold,  armed,  clothed,  equipped  by  one  and  the  same  Government,  should  not  be  abol- 
ished.   All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

In  this  cn«?a«:oment  the  five  companies  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  leil 
by  Lientetmnt-Colonel  Caster  in  person,  viz,  C,  E,  F,  I,  and  L,  were 
literally  obliterated,  and  the  remaining  seven  companies  saved  by  the 
brave  and  prudent  conduct  of  Major  Beno,  and  the  timely  arrival  of 
Creneral  Terry.  The  loss  was  12  officers,  247  enlisted  men,  5  civilians, 
and  3  Indian  scouts  killed,  and  2  officers  and  51  men  wounded — a  full 
list  of  names  being  on  file.  The  loss  by  the  Indians  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained, but  is  variously  estimated  from  40  to  100  dead.  Major  Eeno, 
from  his  bluff  overlooking  the  valley  of  the  Little  Big  Horn,  saw  the 
Indians  break  camp  on  the  approach  of  General  Terry's  command,  defile 
across  the  hills,  and  estimated  the  number  of  warriors  at  from  2,500  to 
3,000,  so  that  it  amounted  to  a  demonstration  that  the  campaign  had 
been  planned  on  wrong  premises ;  that  the  troops  were  dealing  with  not 
only  the  hostiles,  estimated  at  from  500  to  800,  but  with  the  available 
part  of  the  agency  Indians  who  had  gone  out  to  help  their  friends  in  a 
fight,  whicfi  was  sure  to  result  from  preparations  they  themselves  had 
witnessed.  General  Terry,  after  burying  the  dead  and  providing  carriage 
for  the  wounded,  regained  his  position  at  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Horn, 
sent  his  wounded  down  the  river  in  a  steamboat,  and  called  for  re-in- 
forcements.  General  Cook  also  awaited  re-iuforcements  at  his  camp  on 
Goose  Creek,  and  the  hostile  Indians  meantime  remained  between  them, 
near  the  base  of  the  Big  Horn  Mouutoins. 

General  Sheridan,  who  had  the  general  supervision  of  these  opera- 
tions, ordered  ten  companies  of  the  Fifth  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Carr,  from  the  posts  along  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railroad  to  Chey- 
enne, Wyoming,  by  rail,  whence  Ihey  marched  to  General  Crook's  camp, 
at  Goose"  Creek,  via  Port  Laramie.  Detachments  of  infantry  were  also 
brought  to  the  same  destination  as  rapidly  as  possible,  by  rail,  and 
marched  to  the  same  rendezvous,  a  distance  of  about  three  hundred  miles. 
The  Fifth  Infantry,  Col.  N.  A.  Miles,  was  drawn  from  Fort  Leavenworth 
and  the  Indian  Territory,  and  dispatched  to  General  Terry's  camp,  on 
the  Yellowstone,  by  rail  and  steamboat,  and  six  companies  of  the 
Twenty -second  Infantry,  under  Lietenant-Colouel  Otis,  were  trans- 
ferred  to  the  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  and  other  detachments  of 
Infantry  from  the  varions  posts  in  the  Department  of  Dakota  were 
forwarded  to  the  same  destination.  The  Seventh  Cavalry  was  promptly 
reorganized  by  transfers  and  promotion  of  officers,  and  assignment  of 
recruits.  General  Sheridan  also  became  convinced  at  an  early  day  that 
the  Indians  at  the  agencies  who  professed  peace  would,  sooner  or  later, 
have  to  be  disarmed  and  dismonnt^sd^  and,  on  his  application,  the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior  promptly  conceded  to  the  military  au- 
thority the  supervision  of  all  the  agencies  within  the  theater  of  war. 
lie  strengthened,  as  much  ns  possible,  the  garrisons  at  lied  Cloud  and 
Spotted  Tail  agencies,  as  also  those  on  the  Missouri  lliver,  at  Standing 
Kock,  Cheyenne,  and  Crow  Kiver.  For  this  pui^pose  ho  drew  the  Elev- 
enth Infantry ^nider  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buell,  from  Texas,  and  six  com- 
panies of  the  Foorth  Cavalry^  under  Colonel  Mackenzie,  from  Fort  Sill 
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and  Citmii  Stipply,  lod.  T.;  Fort  Doilgo,  Kans.,  and  Fort  Klliotr,  TeiJ 
and,  to  enable  Uiin  to  avail  liimsolf  further  of  every  man  in  bis  dlriaioaS 
H  detacbtuent  of  fonr  companies  from  eacli  of  tbe  First,  Secoud,  Tbird9 
nnd  FoiirtU  Ii«gimeiits  of  Artillery  were  sent  from  tbe  Atlantic  an^f 
Pacific  seaboarda  to  the  division  of  tbe  Iklissouri  to  occupy  jWRts  neoe^| 
«!trily  vacated  by  tbe  ^itbdrnwat  of  tbe  troops  already  sent  to  re-infoKJB 
General!:  Terry  and  Orooli.  Tbcse  troops  were  so  scattered  over  a  vni^B 
exlL'nt  of  country  that  it  teas  not  until  about  tbe  end  of  July  tbat  offcon 
sivu  operations  were  resumed.  Meantime  these  forces  had  been  sejMM 
rnlpd  by  a  distance  of  about  n  hundred  miles  of  most  dillicult  conntqjj 
ffitb  tbia  large  number  (near  two  thonsand  of  hostile  Indian  warriot^H 
Ix-tvvcon,  nnd  to  communicate  with  each  other  it  was  necessary  to  wn^H 
ai-ouud  by  the  rear  neiir  two  thousand  miles.  In  reconnoitering,  and  ^M 
iWDTnunicntingr  direct,  many  brave  and  gallant  acts  were  performed  l^M 
ufficcrs  and  soldiers,  vrhich  I  leave  to  tbeir  immediate  commanders  QM 
leuile.  ■ 

On  Ibc  4tb  of  August,  Cieuenil  Crook  reiwrted  to  General  SborklailM 
fVom  Ids  r»ntnp  on  Uoose  Creel:,  that  the  Fifth  Cavalry,  then  nnder  COB^B 
innnd  of  Colonel  Merritl,  bad  Joined  bim ;  tbat  hia  force  amounted  tfl 
nbont  two  tbousaiid  tightiog-nien,  and  that  on  tbe  next  day  be  woqI^I 
niiircli  iigainst  tbe  lioRtilc  Indians,  nnd  at  the  same  time  make  juDCtio^B 
witit  tionenil  Terry.  From  some  Crow  Indian  scouts,  who  hail  rea4jlc^B 
liiui  tVoin  General  Terry,  be  was  fully  advised  of  tbe  ]>osition  and  Inttl^B 
tions  of  iLe  liitter,  and  bad  also  learned  tbat  on  the  2.}th  or  2Gtb  fl^ 
July  the  hostile  Indians  had  loft  the  foot  of  the  Big  Ilorn  ^lonntainM 
and  moved  eastward  to  tbo  liosebud  Mountains,  which  he  knew  to  bH 
destitute  of  game  sunicicnt  for  the  maintenance  of  so  large  n  maw  <^| 
Indians,  and  l^m  n-hicb  he  inferred  they  would  scatter  on  bis  approan^H 
nnd  thus  rompliciite  his  game.  ^M 

In  like  manner  General  Terry  had  received  reinforcements  and  Bll^| 
plies,  and  on  tbe  26tb  of  July  re])or(od  to  General  8heridan  tbat  he  ^t^M 
in  full  communtnation  witb  General  Crook;  that  he  would  march  tt^| 
next  day  for  Iho  mouth  of  Itoscbad,  thence  np  that  stream  a^inst  t^H 
hoHtiles,  and  to  make  junction  with  General  Crook.  General  Terry  nl^| 
r«])ort«(l  tbat  tbe  motiib  of  Rosebud  nould  thereafter  bo  bis  "baiie-"^H 

Both  columns,  of  alx>nt  the  same  strength,  moved  as  agreed  on^  ail^| 
made  junction  on  (be  Itosebud  August  lOtb,  at  a  t>oint  35  mites  above  q| 
moutb.  Tlie  Indians  had,  as  oxi>ected,  skillfully  slippe<i  out,  and  neltlidV 
i-ohimn  had  a  chance  to  striko  a  blow. 

Tbe  IndianH  in  tb(>ir  retreat  left  a  broad  trail  leading  toward  ToDgoe 
llivcr.  Tbis  was  followed  promptly  and  steadily,  but  it  seems  to  ImTb' 
poasiblo  to  force  Indians  to  flgbt  at  a  disadvantage  in  tbeir  own  conDtf;  ~ 
Their  sagacity  and  skill  surpass  tbat  of  the  white  race. 

As  the  direction  of  tlio  trail  indicated  a  purpose  to  reach  tbe  YeOo^ 
stone  nud  cross  Jt  toward  tbe  north,  General  Terry  dispatched  Coif 
nil  Milcii,  with  the  Fifth  Infantry,  back  to  the  depot  at  the  rnoQlh  d 
lio.tebnd,  to  tukc  stpamboats  and  patrol  the  Yellowstone  abont  t" 
inontLs  of  Tongne  and  Powder  Itirers,  to  prevent  escape  in  that  dirt 
tlon.  At  tbat  season  of  tbe  ^enr  the  Yellowstone  was  falling  rapidii 
and  could  he  forded  by  tbe  Indians  in  many  places.  The  pursuit  of  tt 
main  trail  was  continued  down  tbo  Tongue,  across  to  tbe  I'owdex  &lvl 
and  down  to  its  mouth,  where  both  columns  were  rejiorted  on  tbe  17f 
of  Angnst,  Gpnei-al  Crook  on  the  cast  bank  and  General  Terry  ou  t* 
wej)t  hank.  Tbe  trail  had  turned  eastward  towanl  the  Little  5 
On  the  27lh  nf  Angnst  General  Terry  reported  to  <Jcneral  SherJdi 
tbat  each  culama  was  strong  eDongb  (o  encounter  tbeJndlaosi 
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General  Orook  woald  follow  the  trail;  and  that  he  woald  croBs  his  force 
at  the  mouth  of  Glendivo  Creek,  and  operate  north  toward  the  Dry 
Fork  of  the  Missouri.  The  country  in  which  these  troops  were  operat- 
ing is  the  most  inaccessible  and  difficult  of  any  east  of  the  liocky 
Mountains,  and,  as  the  annual  reports  of  Gtonerals  Terry  and  Crook 
are  not  yet  received,  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  follow  them  in  this  pre- 
carious pursuit  of  a  dissolving  enemy.  But  on  the  5th  of  September 
General  Crook  rei)orted  from  Heart  Biver  that  the  trail  had  scattered 
until  it  could  not  be  pursued  &rther ;  that  he  had  but  two  days'  provis- 
ions,  and  that  he  would  strike  for  Custer  City,  in  the  Black  Hills,  where 
he  asked  that  provisions  be  sent  to  meet  him. 

During  this  long  and  most  difficult  march  the  advance  of  General 
Crook's  column,  under  Captain  Anson  Mills,  of  the  Third  Cavalry,  (150 
strong,)  on  the  14th  of  September,  near  Slim  Buttes,  struck  a  hostile 
village  of  thirty  lodges,  killed  some,  among  them  a  chief  named  Amer- 
ican Horse,  and  captured  others,  and  some  ponies.  In  this  engagement 
First  Lieutenant  Yon  Luettwitz  was  wounded  in  the  knee,  and  had  to 
have  a  leg  amputated.  No  other  casualties  were  reported.  About  the 
same  time  the  main  column  was  attacked  by  hostiles  belonging  to  the 
village  of  Crazy  Horse.  In  this  no  casnalties  are  reported,  but  General 
Crook  says  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  many  of  his  animals  on  the 
march. 

In  the  month  of  September  several  small  parties  of  Wt'irriors  who  had 
been  in  the  Custer  fight  returned  to  the  several  agencies. 

The  followers  of  Sitting  Bull  seemed  to  have  retreated  north  near  or 
beyond  the  Yellowstone,  and  those  of  Ornzy  Horse  to  the  South  near 
Slim  Butte  and  Owl  Creek,  in  the  direction  of  the  Black  Hills.  Gen- 
erals Terry  and  Crook,  in  pursuit  of  these,  had  been  drawn  apart,  so  that 
General  Sheridan  resolved  to  resume  his  original  plan  of  disarming  and 
dismounting  the  friendly  Indians  at  the  agencies,  so  that  hereafter  they 
could  not  re-enforce  the  hostiles.  General  Terry's  column  was  diverted 
to  the  Missouri  Biver,  and,  in  concert  with  the  local  garrisons,  October 
2Gth  and  2Sth,  successfully  took  the  arms  and  ponies  away  from  the 
Indians  at  Standing  Bock  and  Cheyenne  agencies  on  the  Missouri 
Biver,  and  General  Crook's  forces,  in  concert  with  the  local  garrisons 
at  Bed  Cloud  and  Spotted  Tail  agencies,  October  23d,  in  like  manner 
dismounted  those  at  said  agencies,  so  that  now,  for  the  first  time,  all 
the  agencies  cease  to  be  points  of  supply  and  re-e^forcement  for  the 
hostile  Indians ;  and  henceforth  the  troops  will  have  only  to  contend 
with  the  Indians  hereditarily  and  persistently  hostile.  These  are  now 
Crazy  Horse's  camp,  not  estimated  at  over  500  warriors,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  be  in  the  region  to  the  northeast  of  the  Black  Hills,  anywhere 
about  the  heads  of  Heart  Biver  or*^Powder  Biver,  and  of  Sitting  Bull, 
represented  at  only  thirty  lodges,  or  say  100  warriors,  flying  before 
Colonel  Miles  toward  Fort  Peck  or  the  British  possessions. 

Long  in  anticipation  of  these  troubles  with  the  hostile  Sioux,  General 
Sheridan  had  eainestly  recommended  the  establishment  of  posts  on  the 
Yellowstone  to  serve  a  double  purpose  of  preventing  these  very  hostili> 
ties  and  to  open  a  new  route  to  theralnable  territory  of  Montana.  Doubt- 
less, at  the  eleventh  hour.  Congress,  influenced  by  the  terrible  disaster 
that  befell  Lientenant-Colonel  Custer's  command,  made  the  necessary 
appropriation  of  $200,000  on  the  22d  of  July,  1876,  and  General  Sheri- 
dan adopted  energetic  measures  to  accompUsh  the  result  in  this  year; 
but  the  waters  in  the  Yellowstone  fell  so  rapidly,  that  on  the  18th  of 
August  he  was  compelled  to  defer  the  work  till  next  spring,  and  directed 
General  Terry  to  designate  Colonel  Miles,  with  the  Fifth  Infantry,  and 
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LieaUMiaiit'CDlmi(<l  Otis,  with  bis  six  compaaies  nf  tliu  Tireutj- secaadl 
after  (bu  Uicn  piirtiuit  nt  hostile  Indiuu!),  to  cstabliub  a  leuporiiry  (nntoilS 
mr-at  at  cr  near  tht  month  of  Tongue  River,  (leiieral  L'roitii  was,  io  likn 
luaaiier,  oi'ilerKil  to  eatnbliali  a.  Himitar  cautoumt'tit  at  or  iit-ar  btsola 
ftU|>lil.v-rniii[i  on  tioose  Creelc,  tbua  retaiuiDg  n  i;omp<;t(.'iit  furcn,  vitH 
abuiiiJaiit  hiipiilius  aronnd  Ibe  country  in  which  thoac  iDtliiiuB  aru  woafl 
to  ninm,  iul«uiliti;;  to  keep  aovcrul  other  colamiis  in  motion  all  nintcu 
sonic  mill  of  wliioh  would  ccrtaiuly  catch  aud  destroy  thorn  in  lliu  ww 
Bou  tvbei)  their  poiiieH  arc  poor,  nnd  wheu  Indiana  cannot  fkpund  on 
tlio  cbauco  Raoic  for  fooO.  1 

Colunul  I^Iiles  bnd  nearly  oouiploted  bin  cautoutnout  at  thu  raoulli  al 
TuURUu  lUvor,  and  Licutouaut  Colonel  Otis,  of  the  Twenty-second  loGuH 
try,  was  at  Oleiidire  Creek,  u  post  intenucdiat«  between  Tongue  Itiren 
and  Fort  Buford,  when  a  train  carrying  storea  for  Tongue  lUver,  cacortAd 
by  two  companies  uf  tho  Hizth  Infantry,  was,  on  the  lUth  of  UcLobora 
Httacked  by  bostUo  Indiuiut,  estimated  as  high  as  ^OOwurriorx,  nbacaiH 
tnrcd  sixty  mules  from  the  train.  The  tnvin  rcturneii  toUIendiie,  but  wu 
re-enfiiroed  and  conducted  by  Licutenant'Colouel  OHk  in  person,  and  pen 
Conned  its  journey  in  safety.  As  soon  as  the  inlvUicunce  of  this  rcaiuos 
Colonel  Milex,  he  started  with  bis  regiment,  Ihu  Fifth  Infantry,  taklnfl 
a  coarse  northeast,  to  intercept  the  Indiaus  on  their  way  toward  Fonj 
I'Mik,  :ind  struck  their  trail  and  camp  on  the  IJlst  of  October,  when  tiw 
Indians  appeared  in  largo  force  on  the  surrounding  hills,  but  presuntM 
a  flag  uf  truce  and  asked  a  coul'crenco.  Colonel  Alih^  met  Sittini:  BoBJ 
in  person,  with  some  of  bin  leading  men,  who  wanttsd  an  "  old-fmihiauca 
pcaCH/  wiUi  privileges  of  trade,  especially  in  ammunition.  Ciiloncl 
Miles  explaiiii-d  that  be  could  only  accept  surrender  uii  terms  uf  ubaM 
Intu  stibuiission  to  tlie  willuf  tho  UeuoralQovernmcnt.  They separatcfl 
that  evening  with  an  understanding  to  moot  the  ueiit  day.  The  nod 
morning  Colonel  .Miles  moved  his  command  north,  so  us  to  ioteroaol 
retreat  in  that  direction,  and  while  be  waa  in  motion  the  Indians  ajeua 
appeared  ami  desired  further  "talk."  A  council  was  again  bold  witH 
bitting  Unll,  Pretty  Hear,  Bull  Kaglc,  John, Standing  Hear,  Gall,  Vniim 
ilnll,  and  others,  who  all  professed  a  wish  for  peace,  bat  such  a  pcpol 
as  Colonel  Miles  eotdd  uotconcedu;  andsLslboygavehimnoasamHH^I 
good  faith,  thu  council  endiHl  and  an  ungngement  immediately  fl^^^^^ 
Thu  Indians  were  driven  from  their  camp  and  ground  down  Bai^^^^l 
Ctvek  and  across  tho  Vellowstouc  a  dUtance  of  4'J  milen;  thu  ]^^|H 
abaudoning  "  tons  uf  dried  meat,  Iodge-polcs,cirnipe(itiipage,  ponJua,*M| 
Thu  troops,  on  fool,  followed  rapidly,  not  stopping  to  count  ihedciid  « 
plther  t be  plunder,  and  the  CAnitequouuc  wum  that  <>n  the  'JTth  of  Uctd 
borBve  principsl  chiefs  enrrcudvred  themselves  to  Colonel  .Milium^lfl 
Vidliiwitlone,  omiusitu  the  mouth  of  Cabin  Creek,  an  hostag(iS-^^^^| 
Mimiuder  of  their  wholu  i>eople,  represented  as  between  WO  ^^^H 
lodges,  equal  to  about  'J.Wm  soals.  Tbo  hostages  wuro  sent  un<!W^^H 
to  bis  eommnnding  guucml,  Terry,  at  Saint  Paul,  and  the  fndlann^H 
allowed  five  days  in  their  then  camp  to  gather  food,  and  thirty  days  (I 
trach  ilie  Cheyenne  agency,  near  Fort  Bfllly,  on  the  Missouri  lurofl 
wbci<'  iIk'v  ;<u'  Ui  "iirrender  their  armsaud  ponies  to  the  cummandlBB 
ofti<  I  I  itber  as  prisoners  of  war  or  subject  to  tmaunen 

si]>  lly  accorded  to  Indians  living  at  jieacv  with  Om 

If!  1  (Juloncl  .Miles  taken  these  to  his  camp  at  TonjinI 

lli\>  <  !::ive  required  strong  guards,  and  wunld  havu  eotd 

Up  lh[' i<[\i\'>i>>tiri  collected  tor  bis  own  men  during  Iho  .sevoTv  wtntd 
Ouw  at  bond,  and  bo  could  not  all'ord  to  escort  tliem  to  the  CbeyaBofl 
4g]<Uc>,  JtWoiUiuawiiy,  ffilhuutii££lectuij{luiLl>iU'aniuiuilalat)4$l^d 
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quarter.  He  was,  therefore,  folly  juBtifled  in  taking  hostages  for  their 
good  faith,  and  I  donbt  not  early  in  December  these  Indians  will  reach 
their  proper  agency,  and  receive  the  usual  treatment. 

Meantime  Colonel  Hazen,  Sixth  Infantry,  commanding  at  Fort  £u- 
ford,  has  started  up  the  Missouri  Biver  for  Fort  Peck,  with  four  com- 
panies of  his  regiment.  Sixth  Infantry,  to  head  off  Sitting  Bull,  who  is 
reported  by  the  surrendered  chiefs  to  have  slipped  out,  with  thirty 
lodges  of  his  own  special  followers,  during  the  retreat  down  Bad  Route 
Greek,  and  to  have  resumed  his  course  for  Fort  Peck  or  the  British  pos- 
sessions. Colonel  Miles  reports  his  purpose  to  replenish  his  supplies, 
to  turn  north  and  follow  this  last  desperate  band  to  the  death.  The 
winter  is  close  at  hand,  and  there  is  great  danger  from  the  weather  in 
that  high  latitude,  but  with  a  reasonable  certainty  of  finding  some  food 
at  Fort  Peck,  and  abundance  at  Fort  Buford  or  his  own  cantonment  on 
the  Yellowstone,  he  will  be  sure  to  fetch  up  at  one  or  the  other,  and,  I 
trust,  en  rautCj  will  make  an  end  of  Sitting  Bull. 

As  before  related,  Ctoneral  Crook,  after  his  long  march  from  the  Yel- 
lowstone to  the  agencies  at  the  head  of  White  Earth,  in  co-operation 
with  the  local  garrisons  under  Colonel  Mackenzie,  of  the  Fourth  Cav- 
ab^,  assisted  In  disarming  and  dismounting  those  Indians.  He  then 
distributed  his  worn-out  troops  to  their  posts,  and  at  once  re-organized 
a  new  column  at  Fort  Fetterman,  witii  which  he  left  on  the  27tb  dav  of 
October  for  another  early  winter  campaign  against  that  fraction  of  hos- 
tile Sioux,  under  Crazy  Hcnrse,  which  was  last  encountered  by  him  near 
Slim  Butte,  north  and  east  of  the  Black  Hills,  which  are  now  filled  with 
a  oonsideraole  population  of  miners,  capable  of  their  own  defense.  I 
trust  in  this  also  he  will  be  successfial. 

General  Sheridan,  in  his  last  dispatch  on  this  subject,  uses  this  lan- 
guage, which  I  cordially  indorse : 

If  succeBsfol,  of  which  I  do  not  doabtj  the  Sioux  war,  and  all  other  ladian  wars  in 
this  country,  of  any  magnitndei  will  be  over  forever. 

Generals  Sheridan,  Terry ,  and  Crook  have  been  so  constantly  employed 
that  they  have  not  yet  transmitted  their  annual  reports.  These  will 
come  and  be  submitted  in  due  season,  and  will  more  fully  detail  the 
events  which  I  have  attempted  to  sketch  from  their  short  dispatches 
transmitted  from  day  to  day.  The  complete  arrangements  made  for 
hemming  in  and  capturing  the  remainder  of  the  hostile  Sioux  during 
the  winter  must  result  in  comparative  or  complete  success.  Meantime 
no  change  can  be  attempted  this  year  at  the  agencies,  but  I  trust  next 
year  all  the  Sioux  Nation  will  be  compelled  to  remove  to  the  Missouri 
Biver,  near  Fort  Bandall,  where  they  can  be  guarded  and  fed  at  one- 
half  the  present  cost,  and  where,  if  there  be  any  chance  to  civilize  them, 
the  opportunity  will  oe  far  better  than  in  their  present  scattered  agen- 
cies. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  submit  the  annual  reports  of  the  Adjutant- 
General  and  Inspector-General,  the  only  heads  of  bureaus  who  are  sub- 
iect  to  the  General  of  the  Army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

General, 

Hon.  J.  D.  Camebon, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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JJit  nf  occonijnujftnjf  doomntnU. 

1.  EopoTt  of  Ibo  AOjiiLULt-GeaoriLl — lucruiting  service. 
3.  Aunaal  rv[)ort  of  tho  luniiMtor-GoDAral. 

3.  Aunual  report  of  Slajor-Geaerul  Hancock,  cummaiadiDS  Divisiou  oFUm&Ui 

4.  Aunttat  lopurt  of  Colouul  aod  Brevet  Brigodier-Goaenil  Ruger,  comnuiadlDg  IV 
portiaeiit  of  tlio  fioutU. 

6.  Aiiuuul  reiwrt  uf  M;^or-GcQcrit]  McDon-elt,  commaudiog  Military  Divuion  of  Uia 
pMifio. 

Q,  Auiimil  TOpoi't  of  BtigadiLT-GoQcrol  Hoiritrd,  couiinimilliig  DopvUucat  of  tbc 
Culanibia. 

7.  Auiiuol  report  of  Colouil  anil  Brevet  Major-Geacnkl  Guutz,  cumnuuKlint;  Depart' 
toiMit  of  ArizDQa. 

Annual  reports  of  LiHUtuaaDC-Geueral  Slieridaji,  commnniliut:  tbu  UUitory  DitrUon 
of  tbo  Mljksourt,  iinil  Lis  ituboriHnate  deporUauDt  canimauilt.>ni,  uot  yvt  reoajved. 


nECAPrrDLATIOU. 


ScGtanl. 

KmniMi 

lUwInuiL 

f 

rUilCxoZry 

''wo 

T-wOrth  Ufcntry 

Tirernqr-flnt  Inbntry ^...„. 

1 

FourtlHivairx 

Kifth  C.^  ^l^y 

^l^.„'d;sJarSt'irvU5Xast 

rir..Ar,,1l,..      

n.m.11.  B-dt  fr^  Fon  ColwobiuWUtt- 

V 

■iL.i-  : 

^  "^  r^riSS™™"  AmV.  IMiftto*. 

i 
i 

Avallitd*  McraniUilcpou _.. 

r--!!,    t,L;.,,„y 

T»ttl 

ToulOtloberSl,  IHM ,.,„, 

Win  Uepaktment.  Adjittant-Genkiial's  Ofpicb, 

Waikington,  1871 

DuriDK  tie  past  yonr  rccriiiting  bus  been  actively  couduclwl  at  i 

im'Sftm  itfcMttU  lu  uiai>>-  of  Uio  principal  citiedi,  aiMl  i«onuU  2 
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accepted  at  a  rate  Bnfficient  to  keep  the  Army  quite  up  to  tbe  autborized 
strength  of  25,000  meu. 

The  high  standard  of  qualifications  which  recruits  must  attain,  to- 
getiier  with  the  great  care  exercised  by  recruiting-officers  in  their  selec- 
tion, have  secured  for  the  Army  a  superior  class  of  men.  The  records 
of  this  of^ce  exiiibit  the  fact  that  less  than  twenty  per  cent  of  the  num- 
ber of  men  who  have  applied  at  the  several  rendezvous  for  enlistment 
have  been  accepted ;  and  that  the  numbec  of  desertions  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1876.  was  only  1,832,  whereas  during  the  fiscal 
years  ending  June,  1874  ana  1875,  the  numbers  of  desertions  were  4,G06 
and  2,521  respectively.  The  hope  entertained  in  a  previous  report,  that 
the  service  might  be  so  conducted  as  to  permit  of  the  detention  of  raw 
recruits  at  depots  fot  tluree  or  four  weeks,  with  a  view  to  instruction 
in  the  flLrst  principles  of  drill  and  subordination  previous  to  joining  com- 
panies in  the  field,  has,  owing  to  the  demands  of  the  service,  only  been 
partially  reidized.  The  law  approved  August  15, 1876,  authorized  an 
increase  of  the  strength  of  the  cavalry  arm  of  the  service  of  2,500  mon. 

In  order  to  effect  this  increase  with  the  least  possible  delay,  orders 
were  issued  reducing  somewhat  the  standard  of  mounted  recruits,  es- 
tablishing additional  rendezvous  in  certain  cities,  and  suspending  cer- 
tain restrictions  in  relation  to  enlistments  at  militaiy  posts  within  the 
limits  of  the  Division  of  the  Missouri 

On  the  Pacific  coast  the  recruiting  service  for  organizations  in  that 
section  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  commanding  general  Military 
Division  of  the  Pacific. 

E.  D.  T0WN8END, 

AdjuiaTtt-  General 


Statement  thawing  (he  number  ofenliatmewte  and  re-eniUimente  in  the  Segular  Army  from  Oc' 
tober  1,  US7Sf  to  October  1, 1S76,  ompiled  from  r^orta  forwarded  to  thie  office  by  anperin- 
tendenta  of  Ae  recruiting  eervice,  fc» 


Begiments,  &c. 

Namber  en- 
Usted  and 
rfranliated. 

ISepuicntfl,  dto. 

Xnmber  en- 
listed   and 
re^nlisted. 

Gensral  Mrvice... ...... ............ 

4,561 
2,639 

48 
176 

50 

1« 

15 

4 

413 

13 

18 

40 

33 

17 

45 

19 

96 

49 

S3 

4 

06 

100 

131 

56 

68 

84 

fleooad  Inftntrv 

*  64 

Mmiiitod  Mrvioo....-..r.-...TrT..>..t 

Third!  InfantrV.  ......  r  ..  r  r  r 

en 

EnflliMKn*  BattaUon 

Fonrth  Infimtrv 

31 

OrmmMoDsMUtmoot 

Fifth  Infantrv. ..r... T. ..'....... .... 

34 

Iff  iffftTT  A  ciAvmj 

Sixth  Tnf as trr 

S8 

BifSAl  Corpfl ....  .1 

Seventh  Infantrv  ....t.......t 

14 

OffSniMMWiMtrg— tit«  - 

Kiflrhth  Infiuitrv ■ 

44 

Honltel-vtowMds .................. 

K&th  Infantrv' 

43 

ConnniOMry-MTS^aiitfi 

Tenth  lafiftDtiy , 

37 

43 

Twnlfth  Tnfmiftry  ,--.^-,-,-^-.,^-,.- 

30 

First  CaTBlrr 

ThlrtMHith  Infantrv 

61 

KMmnd C#viJiT  -.r,Tr.-«-»,, 

Fourteenth  Infantrv. 

73 

Third  CaTBltj 

Fifteenth  Tnf»ntry 

31 

Fonrtli  CftTalry 

Sixteenth  Infantrv.  ...........>..... 

50 

VifthCftTiIry 

HAVAtitAAnfh  Tnf/|uitrv .  t 

47 

Sixth  Cavalry 

Kiflrhteenth  Tnfaotrv.  ...^tt.^t.t...- 

81 

SoTMitii  Cai^dry 

53 

Ktghth  Cavalry 

Twentieth  Infuttrv 

30 

Ninth  Cavalry 

Twenty-first  Infantry 

Twentv-eeoond  Infa:itp.*. ........... 

£5 

Tmth  C^r^lry . r--Tr---rT..r,., ...... 

99 

Firat  Artillery 

Twenty-third  Infantrv 

166 

Second  Artillenr 

Twentv-fonrth  Infantrv. .......... . . 

103 

Third  Artillery. 

Twontv-fl  ft  h  Infantrv 

64 

K<Mirt|i  ArtillAnr. . . . '. 

Total 

Fifth  Artillery.. 

10,080 

Note.— Of  the  reemits  enlisted  for  general  service.  343  were  for  colored  infantry,  and  of  thoso  for 
jBounted  servioe,  188  were  for  colored  cavalry. 

E.  D.  XOWNSEND. 

AdjuUint-  Uencnd. 

27  Ab 
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HEPORT  or  THE  INSPEC'^OR-G■^•EHAL,. 
llEAIMiVAETBBS  ABStS   OP  THE   UWITEn  STATES, 

Inspeotoe-Gbnebal's  Ofpicb, 
Washhistoity  D.  C,  October  9,  Iff 

Sik:  Dnrinj:  Uio  pnat  jear  tlio  officers  of  tlie  laspector-C 
I>ei)artuietit  have  been  Ktutioneil  nud  employed  as  rollons : 

The  anderagnod  has  beea  in  uliarge  of  the  ofBcd  i"    ' 
Department  at  hwidquartcrs  in  this  city.    Ho  lias  b.  i 
tbo  year  in  tlio  ordiaary  duties  of  the  office,  be8iii> 
lasiiectcd  tho  accounts  of  various  clisbureiug-oflioers,  .i- 
act  of  April  20,  1874.     He  has  also  been  engaged   i[i  y|n'ui;il  duU^ 
devolved  upon  tlii^  otlice ;  and,  in  addition,  has  made  a  spucial  i 
tion  under  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Inspector-General  D.  B.  Sacket  lias  been  engaged  diiriug  tliog 
part  of  tho  year,  under  tlie  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  la  _ 
ing  the  atMWunts  of  disbnrsing-oflJcers,  under  the  act  above  cit«d.~ 
General  Orders  Ko.  45,  from  the  A^utant-General's  Office,  May  29,  ISifij 
ho  was  assiguM.  by  direction  of  the  General  of  the  Army,  to  da^^ 
headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Miasouri.  ^ 

lospeRtor-GuDcnd  Edmnnd  Schrlver  has  l)een  eogaged,  onder  ia 
orders  of  tho  Secretary  of  War,  iu  inspecting  the  accounts  of  disbondH 
offlccm,  mulciug  inspections  of  recniituig-depots,  and  iu  variooa  spem, 
investigations,  until  assigned  to  headquarters  Military  Diviiuoa  of  tbe 
Paci6c  by  General  Orders  No.  45,  above  mentioncil. 

In upcctor- General  X.  H.  Davis  has  been  engaged  in  making  inqieiy 
tioufi  ot  imstx  nud  accounts  of  disbars  tug- office  ra  durtug  tho  greati|"~ 
part  of  Llii<  year.    He  was  assigned  to  duty  at  boadquurlerit  Uilita 
Division  of  the  Atlantic  by  General  Orders  Na  45,  from  tho  A^jata 
General's  OQice,  above  a11udc<l  to. 

Inept^ctor-Gcneral  James  A.  Uardio  has  been  engaged  during  they 
in  special  itis]>ei:tions,  in  tho  investigation  of  tho  accounts  uf  dtsbiusi. 
ofliccTs,  and  in  duties  relating  to  cort;iin  groups  of  otiiims,  derolvl 
npon  him  under  siteclal  aclM  of  Oougress.  Ho  is  now  statioued  in  t 
city  under  thu  oiwratiou  of  General  Order  No.  45,  above  cited,  as  a 
ant  in  tho  lusiKwtor-General'a  Office. 

A.>«iistunt  Inspector-General  Bogur  Jones  has  been  stationed  at  b 
quaikiw  Military  Division  of  the  Tacitic,  until  l-'ubruary  9, 1876,  wbL^ 
he  was  rt-liuved  from  duly  there  and  assigned  to  headquartent  UiliUiy 
Divi.-,ii*ii  of  the  Atlantic.  Ho  haii  been  engaged  dnriug  tho  year  in  tw 
usual  iuKiHiutiou  ufpost^t, troops,  and  dishursiug-oftlcers'acoonntSj&o. 

Assistant  Inspcctur-GeHenu  Absalom  Uairu  has  beeu  statiouud  M 
buadquai-t4.'rs  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  Dnring  the  yoar  tie 
has  inadu  infiiHiclions  of  posts  and  troops.  He  has  also  made  insitecttons 
of  'lisbuising-oflicera'  accoants,  &c 

Assistant  Inspector-General  E.  U.  Ludiugton  has  been  statiooed  at 
beadi|nartcrs  Department  of  the  riattc,  untilassigned  by  General  Orders 
No.  45,  ftbovi!  cited,  to  headquarters  Military  Division  of  Uie  rodfic 
He  has  l>ecu  engaged  in  the  usual  duties  of  his  office. 

Tlic  following  officers  have  been  dotnile<I  for  service  as  acting  asbiidaal 
insiicct  or- generals : 

I'Icut.  Col.  A.  D.  Nelaou,  Twelfth  Infantry,  stationed  at  hcndquartan 
Department  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 

Lieut  Col.  Jamtus  Van  Voast,  Sixteenth  Intiuitry.  stationed  at  Nom 
Ky.,by  Sxxicial. Orders  No.  ICO,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  July  24, 1 
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Lieut  Col.  John  S.  Masou,  Fourth  Infantry,  stationed  at  headquaitera 
Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Maj.  James  Biddle,  Sixth  Cavalry,  stationed  at  headquarters  Depart- 
ment of  Arizona,  Prescott,  Ariz. 

Capt.  G.  B.  Russell,  Ninth  Infantry,  stationed  at  headquarters 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La. 

These  officers  have  been  engaged  in  inspecting  accounts  of  disbursing 
officers,  the  posts  of  their  respective  departments,  and  performing,  in 
general,  the  duties  pertaining  to  the  inspection  branch  of  the  service. 

By  General  Order  No.  28,  of  April  6, 1876,  this  department  was  placed 
directly  under  the  control  of  the  General  of  the  Army. 

By  General  Orders  No.  08,  of  July  25, 1876,  the  inspection  of  the 
national  cemeteries  devolved  upon  this  department,  and  the  work  is 
now  in  progress. 

The  health  of  the  troops  has  been  generally  good ;  the  epidemic  pre- 
vailing in  certain  portions  of  the  South  having  been  guarded  against  by 
timely  change  of  location  of  troops. 

The  diminished  condition  of  the  strength  of  the  companies  in  the 
Army  and  the  necessity  for  their  almost  constant  employment  at  labor 
have  prevented  any  great  improvement  in  the  instruction  of  the  troops, 
but  their  discipline  is  good  and  their  efficiency  satisfactory. 

It  is  believed  that  the  merits  of  the  amall^arms  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  cavalry  and  infantry  are  established,  and  the  ammunition  furnished 
is  good.  There  have  been  improvements  in  the  accouterments  and 
equipments  of  the  troops,  but  it  is  thought  by  many  that  the  scouting- 
belt,  (so-called,)  by  which  cartridges  are  carried  in  loops  in  the  waist- 
belt,  should  be  generally  adopted. 

The  clothing,  both  in  the  better  .quality  of  the  material  furnished  and 
in  its  make-up,  is  greatly  improved.  It  is  yet,  however,  necessary  under 
the  requirements  of  law  to  use  the  old  material  on  hand  until  it  is  ex- 
hausted. 

The  boots  and*  shoes  now  fhrnished  to  soldiers,  though  they  are  more 
shapely  than  those  of  the  older  patterns  and  will  wear  longer,  appear  to 
have  this  objection :  the  soles  are  fastened  to  the  uppers  by  oval  brass 
screws,  which  arrangement^  it  was  thought,  was  a  great  advantage,  but 
it  is  found  (as  far  as  the  mfantry  are  concerned)  that  the  screws  will 
work  through  the  sole  in  long  marches  and  wound  the  feet.  In  and 
about  garrison  the  shoes  answer  very  well,  and  the  cavalry  troops  are 
pleased  with  the  boots ;  but  for  the  reasons  above  stated  it  is  feared  that 
return  will  have  to  bo  made  to  sewed  shoes  for  the  infantry. 

The  subsistence  issued  to  the  troops  is  of  good  quality  and  supplied 
promptly.  The  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  John  S.  Billings,  on  the  hy- 
giene of  the  Army,  in  circular  No.  8,  from  Uie  Surgeon-General's  Office, 
contains  much  valuable  matter  with  regard  to  the  proper  components  of  the 
ration  and  its  preparation  for  use,  to  which  report  attention  is  invited. 

It  is  particularly  suggested  that  two  cooks  to  each  full  company  should  be 
enlisted.  The  best  food  cannot  be  made  palatable  or  healthful  by  such 
cooking  as  frequently  only  can  be  bad  through  details  of  cooks  from 
men  woo  are  utterly  ignorant  of  the  art  It  is  believed  that  a  decently- 
provided  table,  equal  to  that  which  most  workingmen  in  the  country 
have,  could  be  supplied  mainly  through  machinery  now  existing,  and 
withont  additional  cost. 

In  some  companies  the  company^fund  book  is  placed  where  the  sol- 
diers can  inspect  it  at  all  times.    This  should  be  universal. 

The  attention  of  this  office  has  been  called  to  the  custom  prevailing 
in  many  companies  that  men  cannot  see  their  company  commanders 
withont  previously  obtaining  permission  from  the  first  sergeant    Thus 
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lUo  BOldier  i«  actoally  deprived  in  many  cases  of  oi>portuuity  for  ■ 
or  redrefis.  Tliia  cAstom  sliould  be  abotisbeil,  and  ererj'  soldier  s' 
have  ftee  ftccesn  to  hia  company  commnndor. 

There  tibouhl  bo  a  greater  stress  laid  upon  target-practice.  Uuironn* 
i^y  in  inalnietiou  sbould  obtain ;  and  labor  sbould  be  intermitted  at 
posts  in  order  that  the  troops  may  have  the  beneSt  of  practice.  It  is 
all-important  that  tbey  sbould  be  good  marksmen  irith  the  riflei.  1o 
this  end,  A  liberal  and  gratuitons  allowance  of  cartridges  for  praetioe 
and  also  for  bunting  should  be  aflbrdeil.  It  is  also  recommended  tliat 
a  school  bo  established  in  some  place  where  a  range  can  l>e  bod  to  pro- 
mote efficiency  in  the  nse  of  the  arms  of  precision.  The  instructioa  of 
a  certain  number  of  officers  and  uon-commissioned  ofBcers  at  a  central 
Hcbool,  and  their  distribution  among  the  tixwps  when  property  lo- 
Btructed,  wUl  promote  greatly  the  dosimble  end  indicated. 

It  is  believed  to  bo  a  necessity  to  reduce  the  mass  of  papers  called 
for  by  existing  regulations  in  official  correspondence,  reports,  retons. 
Ox.  To  this  end  it  is  suggested  that  a  l>oard  of  experieaced  offlcen  be 
called  to  consider  the  subject.  Sufficient  clerical  labor  to  mnsa^  Uw 
cumbrous  correspondenco  now  required  is  difficnlt  to  obtain  at  presottt 
andcr  the  restricted  provisions  of  the  law.  By  such  a  rednctioo  of 
ttapers,  there  would  be  not  only  an  economy  of  time  and  expeaM  of 
labor  and  stationery,  but  also  of  [Kistage.  Besides,  papers  of  uo  u  ' 
the  public  are  being  accumulated,  occupying  office-space  .which  < 
be  well  affouled. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  necessity  of  iustnictin;;  soldiers  of  the 
colored  i-egitueuts,  so  that  they  may  become  efficient  clerks,  and  that 
the  nou-com  missioned  officers  may  reach  a  higher  grade  of  intcUlgenoe 
iiud  usefulness.    Some  unoccupied  fbrt  could  be  used  for  this  punnee. 

The  mouey-accouuts  of  disbursing  officers  have  genenUly  beca  fooBtl 
to  be  well  kt-pt,  and  the  money  properly  disbursed  and  depoeited  as 
required  by  law.  The  accounts  of  the  disbursing  officers  iaspoetcd 
witliiu  the  year  are  transmitted  herewith.  The  system  of  moacy  in- 
s[>ectiouH  required  by  the  act  of  April  20,  ISTl,  seems  to  bare  promoted 
care  iu  tbo  keeping  of  accounts,  and  faithful  compliance  with  tbe  law 
and  the  Ta>asury  regulations  affecting  disbursements  and  dopoetts. 

The  change  made  by  recent  legislation  in  tbe  system  of  re-imtiane- 
ment  of  traveling  expenses  appears  to  have  worked  welt,  certainly  flo 
far  as  tbe  convenience  of  making  accounts  and  its  adequatcaeett  to 
short  journeys  are  concerned.  But  for  long  journeys,  not  on  the  osoal 
traveled  lines,  and  those  involving  protracted  detentions  at  hoteli,  ten 
coots  a  mile  lias  been  found  by  cs]>eneoco  to  bo  much  nearer  a  £Ur 
standard  of  rc-imburscmeut. 

Derscrtiotis  i^itill  continue,  the  number  of  which,  for  the  fiscal  ye^r 
ending  Juno  30, 187(1,  was  1,832;  but  there  is  a  decided  improvement 
iu  this  ros|ieet  over  tliu  previous  Useal  year,  when  the  dcuortioos  Dom- 
bcrod  2,521.  Attention  is  callcil  to  the  mutter  of  provioos  reports  in 
connection  with  the  subject  of  desertion.  Where  a  crime  Is  unpated 
by  tbe  general  public  to  be  of  small  imimrtauce,  it  Is  almost  impossible 
for  tiio  War  Dejiartmenttosnppress  it  by  the  machinery  at  its  disposaL 
If  tbo  public  could  bo  cunvincetl  of  the  fact  that  desertion  is  a  crime  ot 
magnitude,  the  means  of  suppressing  it  could  he  mncli  more  cffldeotly 
employed.  It  i>^  rvconimendc<l,  therefore,  that  desertion  Ito  tnade  a 
felony,  cognizable  by  tho  ordinary  courts  of  tbo  country  nivextMl  witli 
jnrtBilicttou  over  criminal  coses.  Then,  with  sbcrilTs,  mambidr),  ilepuUai 
and  officers  of  the  law  in  pursuit  of  the  desertvr,  hunting  him  dovi 
as  tti0  ^Dd^itude  of  bis  oluaiio  deserres,  tbo  public  couscieucu  «ai ' 
ibto  co\\A\U«w  of  thin 
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The  manaal  of  arms  for  breech -loadioji:  long-rango  rifles  aud  carbines 
it  is  suggested  shoald  be  better  adapted  to  the  continued  preservation 
of  the  efficiency  of  the  arm  than  that  now  authorized.  This  is  a  sub- 
ject requiring  serious  consideration,  and  it  is  recommended  that  a  board 
of  officers  be  convened  to  consider  it  Objection  is  taken  by  many  to 
the  present  mode  of  inspecting  arms,  and  to  the  rough  usage  entailed 
by  insisting  upon  uniformity  in  certain  motions. 

A  bill  was  introduced  last  session  of  Congress  (but  which  failed  to 
become  a  law)  authorizing  Uie  employment  of  soldiers  as  servants  for 
officers  stationed  at  remote  militsury  posts.  This  topic  was  discussed 
by  me  in  my  last  two  annual  reports,  but  it  is  so  important  to  officers 
on  the  frontier,  that  I  venture  to  present  what  I  have  heretofore  said 
in  relation  to  the  subject: 

The  employment  of  Benranta  for  officers  stationed  at  remote  military  posts  in  tbe 
Indian  and  mining  districts  In  onr  ooontry  is  worthy  of  attention,  and  seems  to  de- 
mand early  legislation.  Section  14  of  the  act  of  July  15, 1870,  makes  it ''  unlawful  for 
any  officer  to  use  any  enlisted  man  as  a  servant  in  any  cose  whatever/'  Before  this 
enactment  the  Army  Reffulations  permitted  an  officer,  when  serving  with  his  company, 
to  tides  a  soldier  as  waiter,  (with  his  consent,)  and  the  soldier  thus  employed  was  so 
reported,  and  mustered,  with  a  view  to  having  hia  pay  and  allowanoes  cna^ged  to  tbe 
officer  employing  him. 

Soldiers  thus  serving  were  required  to  he  equipped  in  everv  respect  according  to  the 
mles  of  the  service,  and  to  attend  reviews,  inspections,  drills,  &c.,  and  many  soldiers 
prstered  this  service  to  doing  guard  and  other  military  duty. 

Stnee  the  prohibitory  enaotment^  fiequent  emeripsnoies  have  occurred  where  it  has 
been  absolutely  impossible  for  officers  to  hire  civilian  servants  at  any  price,  and  they 
have  been  driven  to  the  alternative  of  performing  servant's  worlc  tbomselves.  and 
neglecting  their  appropriate  duties,  or  violating  the  law  b>j  using  tbe  voluntary  labor 
of  soldien.  Even  when  officers  in  their  efforts  to  avoid  this  have  engaged  servants  in 
the  Eastern  States  and  transferred  them,  at  an  expense  they  could  iU  afford,  to  their 
remote  stations,  in  most  cases  they  soon  found  themselves  destitute,  as  the  servants 
would  leave  for  positions  more  remunerative  than  the  officers  could  ofier.  Moreover,  it 
often  oocura  that  foar  prevents  civilian  servants  fh>m  accompanying  officers  ordered 
tojpoets,  or  goin^  upon  expeditions  in  thejvioinity  of  hostile  Indians. 

Betides,  man^  nave  declined  goiuj;  to  fdaoes  wheare  they  were  debarred  tbe  usual 
plearares  of  civilized  life,  so  that  it  is  seldom  that  a  civilian  servant  can  be  induced  to 
remain  any  great  length  of  time  at  any  of  our  frontier  stations. 

It  would  be  a  violation  of  the  law  if  a  commissioned  officer  employed  and  paid  an 
enliated  man  who,  with  his  own  consent,  in  the  intervals  of  military  duty  p»enormed 
servant's  work  for  him.  The  officer  must,  therefore,  when  he  cannot  procure  the  ser- 
vices of  a  civilian,  either  feed,  groom,  and  attend  to  his  own  horse,  cook  his  own  meiUs, 
wash  his  own  linen,  black  his  own  boots,  and  perform  all  other  necessary  servant's 
work,  which  would  leave  him  but  little  time  to  attend  to  the  care  of  his  men  and  other 
militai7  duties,  or  he  must  take  upon  himself  the  conseonences  of  violating  the  law. 

If  deemed  necessary,  further  argument  might  be  adauced  to  prove  the  expediency 
and  indeed  necessity  for  legislation,  which  wul  under  certain  circumstances  and  proper 
regulations  authorize  tbe  employment  of  soldiers  as  servants  by  officers,  as  is  now  al- 
lowed in  almost  every  other  army  where  tbe  necessity  is  not  so  ursent  as  in  ours. 

Officers  serving  at  comfortable  stations  within  the  settlements  where  servants  can  be 
hired  at  moderate  wages  are  not  affected  by  this  law;  but  it  is  those  who  are  doing 
ttutv  in  remoto  localittos,  performing  tbe  rough  work  of  campaigning  in  the  hostile 
Indian  districts,  that  suffer  from  it,  and  complaints  of  their  inablirty  to  secure  civilian 
servants  are  very  general. 

A  repeal  of  the  law  before  cited  would  doubtless  meet  tlie  exigencies  of  the  service 
at  this  time,  by  x>lacing  the  subject  where  it  formerly  was,  when  no  evil  was  known  to 
result  from  the  workings  of  the  system. 

The  coat  of  transportation  of  the  authorized  private  horses  of  officers, 
in  changing  stations  or  going  to  and  returning  from  the  field,  should  be 
re-imbursed  by  the  Qnartermastei's  Department.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
subject,  which  is  of  considerable  importance  to  officers,  will  receive  at- 
tention and  the  necessary  legislation  obtained  to  secure  the  end. 

By  the  act  of  June  23, 1874,  the  Inspector-OeneraUs  Department  was 
reduced  from  an  organization  consisting  of  five  colonels,  three  lieuten- 
ant*colonels,  and  two  majors,  (ten  officers,)  to  one  embracing  one  colonel, 
two  lieutenant-colonels,  and  two  majors.    This  reduction  to  be  by  casu- 
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•  nutlioriKed  UDlil  tlie  ftgfp 


nlUi>3,  ADil  no  new  nppoiatmetit.>< 

nlmll  be  only  Ave  officers.  ^h 

Nonn  of  the  inRpectorH-geupml  in  our  Army  siticc  Urn  win-  of  1813,  a^H 
prior  to  the  rebeltion,  had  a  less  grade  of  rank  than  that  of  colonel,  <U^| 
it  is  believed  tliat  a  pro]ior  diachnrge  of  the  important  dntieH  of  ao  i^M 
si>eotor  cannot  be  efficiently  secnr^  tliroagb  the  agency  of  oBlcvTS  flB 
inferior  rank.  Indeed,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  ojliccrs  of  cxp«riondfl 
ami  high  rank  will  cheerfully  nubmit  tn  the  criticisms  of  inspoctora  wbfl 
are  much  janior  to  themsclvc!:;  for  example,  a  colonol  woatd  not  wB 
likely  to  accede  with  a  f;ood  grace  to  imving  Iiih  action  invtsstigated  MH 
a  captain.  It  lit  contrary  to  tmman  experience  that  the  opinions.  co[Ui| 
sel,  and  advico  of  an  inspector-general,  whicti  are  so  important  in  pr^| 
moting  concord,  Kettliiig  mooted  questions,  securing  jndicions  refortn^H 
and  uniformity  in  tho  performance  of  military  duties,  could  achieve  aH 
good  results,  or  be  received  with  as  much  respect,  if  the  tnsitector  tUfl 
not  i>rtHBeaa  considerable  rank  and  dignity  of  character.  fl 

Rank,  in  our  Army,  as  a  general  rule,  carries  with  it  military  aoqnirBB 
ments,  professional  standing,  and  personal  as  well  as  official  weight;  a|H 
of  which  are  ensential  to  a  successful  innpoctor-genera].    Hence,  it  ^B 
l)elieved  that  the  present  composition  of  the  Inspector-GenerarnDepai^l 
ment  and  the  rank  of  its  officers  are  no  greater  than  is  abxolntely  ndc«^| 
aary  to  insure  a  proper'dischargo  of  the  important  and  manifold  <]atJ^| 
de%~oltins  utwn  it,  and  that  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  June  3.1,  1874,  wonlH 
greatly  coikiucc  to  edlciency,  economy,  and  a  faithful  performance  ^M 
daty  in  the  Army.  But  flhould  the  repeal  of  the  act  alluded  to  be  deemofl 
inexpedient,  a  much  better  orgnni7.atinn  for  the  permanent  establ Jab QMibB 
tban  that  presmbed  by  the  act  of  June  23,  1874,  would  be  to  hKve  tM^ 
Are  officers  invested  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  an<l  no  licntj;nant-<!Olooell 
or  majors  after  the  present  incumbents  ahall  have  been  promoted.    This 
wonlii  require  details  of  line  officers  to  act  as  departmcnt-iuspoctM*. 
These  officers  should  have  as  high  rank  as  majors  and  be  selected  1^  tbo 
General  .in -Chief  periodically  for  their  fitness  for  the  service.  This  would 
iirescrve  to  the  department  an  experienc-cd  body  of  officers,  while  tbo 
line  would  profit  by  a  system  of  detail*  nliiiii  mnild  I'mm  linio  to  tame 
oSord  a  change  of  service  calculated  In  ;  i  monot- 

ony of  frontier  and  garrison  life.     }'•  irvo  as 

an  incentive  for  linn  officers  to«iual:i  .  il.t,  and 

the  practical  knowledge  they  would  rcfi  I „  .   i.-pectD 

gt-neral  would  fnrnisli  a  Ixnly  of  instracttid  ullii^ciii  I'loiu  nhich  i 
selertions  could  bo  mailo  to  iill  vncanoies  in  the  regnliir  establishi 

The  chief  clerk  in  all  the  \'ariou8  stalTaud  admin  istrativu  dep;    ' 
exoejU  this  ant)  one  other,  receivcii  a  comiwusatiou  of  $2,0(K>  p 
Tb»  chief  clerk  of  this  department  receives  but  91,800  per  a 
Is  not  dcemcil  Jnst  to  the  incumbent  that  he  should  i-ccr,ive  la 
satlnri  ttinn  otlirr  cliiff  Wfik-,     Indeed,  bOKiden  being  chief  c_ 
Un   '    ',     '    '         :    '         ;'■    ■  i\  uf  the  office  ntlier  than  C 

<ti  ■  ■■■'tauce. 

I  I  -general  fur  the  past  yearooiri 

tn:.  in;;  the  present  condition  of  fflT" 

:iti  :miiI  v:ilii;iiit>'  suggestions  regarding  modifloi 

:ii<  111)  details  of  th«  service,  wliich  t  most  resin 

Co  :  ivorablo  considenUion. 

!      ,  iii.ired. 

R.  P.  MARCY, 
Intptdor-Oena 
JBa  the  ABiaTAXT-QKitK&u^ 
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REPORT  OF  THE  JUDGE- ADVOCATE  GENERAL. 

WAR  Department, 
Bureau  op  Military  Justice, 

October  2, 1870. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  tlie  circular  notice  from  the  A^'atant-Gen- 
eraFs  Office  of  the  4th  nltimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  famish  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  bnreaa  since 
the  date  of  the  last  official  report  of  October  1, 1875 : 

!N amber  of  general  court-martial  records  received,  reviewed,  and  reg- 
istered, 1,818. 

N'nmber  of  garrison  and  regimental  court-martial  records  received, 
reviewed,  and  registered,  10,4^. 

Number  of  special  reports  made  upon  court-martial  proceedings  and 
applications  for  remission  of  sentences,  and  miscellaneoas  questions  of 
law,  &c.,  1,002. 

Number  of  official  applications  from  the  War  and  Treasury  Depart- 
ments for  abstracts  of  proceedings  of  trials,  &c.,  answered  and  filed, 
2,693. 

Copies  of  records  famished  under  the  114th  Article  of  War,  (pages,) 
6,630. 

€ince  December  1,  the  date  of  my  entering  upon  the  office  of  Judge- 
Ad  vocate-Gcneral,  a  schedule  has  been  kept  of  the  different  offenses  of 
which  military  persons  have  been  convicted,  as  indicated  by  the  records 
of  trials  received  at  the  bureau  during  the  past  ten  months.  From  this 
list  the  proportionate  numbers  of  the  different  classes  of  offenses  in  the 
Army  may  readily  be  estimated.  This  schedule  of  convictions  is  as 
follows : 

For  absence  without  leave 3,035 

For  allowing  prisoner  to  escajte 11 

For  aasanlt  and  battery 214 

For  aasanlt  with  intent  tokiU 10 

For  desertion 347 

For  disobedienoe  of  orders 705 

For  disrespect  to  saperior  officer 289 

For  drankenness : 1,568 

Fdr  dmnke&nesB  on  duty 947 

f\>r  embeszlementy  &0.I • 3 

For  failure  to  attend  drill,  roll-call,  &c 2,027 

For  larceny 142 

For  manslaughter 2 

For  mntiny  and  mntinoas  conduct 7 

For  neglect  of  duty 526 

For  f^ering  yiolenco  to  superior  officer *..-..  6 

For  presenting  fhiudnlent  claim 4 

For  quitting  guard  or  post  as  sentinel 64 

For  quitting  platoon  oi*  division 14 

For  selling,  losing,  or  wasting  Government  property 140 

For  sleeping  on  post 53 

For  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  (not  Included  nnder  pre- 

▼iousheads) 17 

For  disorders,  ^kc.,  charged  aa  '*  conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 

military  discipline,"  (not  included  under  previous  neads) 1,  G79 

For  miscellaneous,  (not  included  under  any  previous  head) 131 

Total 11,941 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  uniform  fidelity 
with  which  the  officers  and  employes  of  this  bureau  and  the  members 
of  the  Corps  of  Judge-Advocates  have  performed  their  respective  duties 
during  the  past  year. 
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It  remains  to  add  that  the  operations  of  tho  bnroaa  will^  it  is  foored, 
be  serionsly  crippled  during  the  present  fiscal  year  unless  some  provis- 
ion be  made  for  at  least  a  temporary  addition  to  its  clerical  force.  The 
recent  appropriation  act  having  reduced  the  number  of  dorks  at  the  bu- 
reau from  nine  to  four,  it  has  Income  impracticable  at  present  to  satis- 
factorily accomplish  any  further  work  than  that  made  absolutely  neces- 
sary by  the  regular  daily  business.  The  dn^,  for  example,  of  supplying 
the  Second  Auditor,  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  Acljntant-Ctoneral,  &e^ 
with  the  abstracts  of  proceedings  of  trials  and  other  information,  essen- 
tial to  the  investigation  of  claims  for  back  pay,  bounty,  and  pension, 
and  to  the  correction  and  completion  of  the  flies  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, cannot  be  promptly  performed.  So  the  <!opies  of  records  of  their 
trials  by  courts-martial,  which  parties  are  ^*  entitled  "  to  receive  by  the 
114th  Article  of  War,  (which,  as  a  statute  of  the  United  States,  should  of 
course  be  executed,)  cannot,  as  heretofore,  be  promptly  prepared  and 
forwarded,  but,  if  they  can  be  prepared  at  all,  can  only  be  furnished 
after  a  very  long  delay.  Copies  of  records  required  as  evidence  in  the 
courts  will  probably  be  still  longer  deferred. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  is  respectfully  urged  upon  the  Secretary  of 
War  that  some  provision  should  be  made  for  increasing  the  clerical 
tbrce  of  this  bureau  by  at  least  two  clerks  of  class  one. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  DUNN, 
JudgC'AdvocaU-Qeneral. 

Hon.  J.  D.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War.  * 


UEPORT  OP  THE  QUAETERJIASTBE-GENERAL. 

War  Depabtment, 
Quarteemasteh-Gekebal's  Office, 

October  10, 1876. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  operations  of 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1876: 

« 

On  July  1, 187C,  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  account 
of  appropriations  for  years  prior  to  1st  July,  1870,  was 
by  report  of  last  year $138,803  05 

At  the  same  date  the  bsdance  in  the  Treasury  of  appro- 
priations for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1871,  was .  1, 092  17 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  same  date  of  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1871,  and  prior 
years,  re-appropriated  by  act  of  3d  March,  1875,  was.  40  31 

140,640  53 


Balance  of  appropriations  in  the  Treasury,  same  date,  for 

.  the  year  ending  June  30, 1872,  was 830,113  V2 

Balance  in  Treasury,  same  date,  of  appropriationB  for  tho 
fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30, 1873 407,904  03 
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A2)j)rojariation8  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1874. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  July  1, 1875 81, 997, 650  99 

Amounts  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriations 
daring  the  year  by  deposits  of  funds  for  redistribu- 
tion and  amounts  derived  from  sales  to  officers  of 
public  property ..•  11,290  97 

2, 008, 941  96 

Remitted  to  disbursing- officers  during  the  year  on  re- 
quests of  the  Quartermaster-General • 389, 373  00 

Bequisitions  on  settlements  made  at  the  Treasury  of 

claims  and  accounts Ill ,  037  71 

Amounts  carried  to  surplus  fund ly  508, 531  25 

2, 008, 941  96 

Appropriations  for  tlte  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875. 

Balanceinthe  Treasury  July  1, 1875 $672,386  10 

Appropriated  for  deficiencies  (act  approved  May  1, 1876) .  7, 783  35 

Amounts  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriations 
daring  the  year  by  deposits  of  funds  for  redistribu- 
tion and  amounts  derived  from  sales  to  officers  of 
public  property 417, 422  84 

1, 097, 592  29 

Remitted  to  disbursingofflcers  during 
the  year,  on  requests  of  the  Quarter- 
master-General $207, 816  45 

Bequisitions  on  settlements  made  at 
the  Treasury  of  claims  and  accounts .  294, 926  30 

502,742  76 

Balance  in  Treasury  July  1, 1870 594, 849  54 

Appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

Appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year $13, 110, 000  00 

Amount  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriations 
during  the  year  by  deposits  of  funds  for  redistribu- 
tion and  amounts  derived  from  sales  to  officers  of 

publ  ic  property 1 00, 234  75 

Amount  re-appropriated  to  provide  for  erection  of 
head-stones  for  soldiers'  graves 149, 034  48 

13,359,269  23 
Remitted  to  disbursing-officers  during 
the  year,  on  requests  of  the  Qnarter- 

master-ueneral 12,436,949  52 

Requisitions  on  settlements  made  at  the 
Treasuiy  of  claims  and  accounts. . .         124, 330  00 

12,661,279  52 

Balance  in  Treasury  July  1,1876 797,989  71 
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The  occonnts  and  voachers  which  have  been  examined  in  this  office 
since  the  last  annual  r^ort  show  approved  disbursements  as  follows  : 

On  account  of  appropriations  for  years  prior  to  July  1, 

1871 $434,066  68 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1872 15, 810  93 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1873 187, 045  58 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1874  322, 253  36 

For  the  flssal  year  ending  June  30, 1875 3, 646, 199  76 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30, 1876 6, 289, 123  69 

Total 10,896,099  90 

Appropriations  are  cliarged  with  these  disbursements  as  follows : 


Appropriations, 


BefoUr  nppliM 

Incidaatal  cxpoiiMS . . . . . 
Bonts,    eArury,    a&d 

srtiUory 

Barracks  and  quarters  . , 
Atmir  traniportation . . . . 
Clomingof  the  Army... 

Katloiuu  Mineteries 

HoipHali 

Ueadstonea  for  loldlers' 


gravM , 

MiUtaryroadi 

Piatte  Rlrer  bridge .... 
Post  OB  flM  Lonpe  RiTor 

MUttaty  prisons 

Depot    tralldlDg,    San 

Antonio,  Tex 

Orasshojpper  saffertrs . . 
Offleen^transportation . 
SaUslmzy  Momunent . . 
lUpdrs of  arsenals .... 
Prsservatlon  of  elotblng 


Tout 


For  what  fiscal  year. 


1671 

and  prior 

years. 


ie71-'72. 


1333,940  15tl.9l5  83  $42. 933  16 
35^333  64  2,448  48  49,031  77 


8,587  14        36  00 

1,573  00      467  12 
ai,  913  60 10, 817  64 


497  97 
300  00 


63  86 

TiOO 


510  6d 


434, 606  58 


1872*73. 


00, 617  CT 

61, 184  48 

8  15 

11,918  15 

1,33S30 


15,810  93187,045  56 


18Ti-'74. 


1874-75. 


$1.227  44, 
16,999  69 

15  00 

3^659  69 

89,403  56 

1.588  22 

1,789  77 


204, 560  '9 


$589,964 
322,430 

73,991 

432,654 

1,563.411 

557,159 

43.050 

35,783 


71 
24 


00 

56 


1875-76. 


Total 


$2,S?3,7C2  70  $3, 193, 783  99 
577,791  16   1,004,035  18 


19,670 
745,039 
44  1,030.517 
52;  893,999 
2r,'  87, 068 
50       27,434 


10,000  00 


322,253  36 


229 
1,148 
4,612 


94 

48 
68 
61 
55 
84 


63 
45 
56 


651  11 


39 
21,113 


55 
16 


3, 646, 199  76 


28,494  92 
14.561  47 
2,640  DO 
14.571  60 
32.238  92 


S82 

2  80 


6,289,123  69 


102.310  06 
1.204,611  79 
3.392,246  60 
1,453,300  33 

144,196  72 
64.490  02 

233.064  71 

14.561  47 

2.869  63 

15.720  05 

36,851  48 

735  62 
653  91 
510  68 

10,000  00 
39  55 

21, 113  16 


10,895,099  90 


Dnring  the  past  fiscal  year  accounts  for  disbursements  on  account  of 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  hare  been  rendered  by  382  officers. 
The  largest  disbursement  reported  was  $827,224.17,  by  the  disbursing- 
officer  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.^  Capt.  C.  H.  Hoyt,  assistant  quarter- 
master. 

As  there  are  only  65  officers  of  the  regular  establishment  of  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department,  it  follows  from  this  statement  that  317  officers 
of  the  lino,  or  of  other  oranches  of  the  staflF,  hare,  during  the  year,  as 
acting  assistant  quartermasters,  acted  as  disbursing-officers  of  quarter- 
masters' funds. 

There  were  examined  during  the  year  3,304  money-accounts,  and  there 
remained  in  the  office  on  1st  July,  1876,  387  to  be  examined. 

There  were  examined  during  the  year  3,900  property-returns,  and  417 
were  in  the  office  to  be  examined  on  1st  July,  1870. 

The  property-returns  show  that  there  were  on  hand  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fiscal  year  2,437  army- wagons ;  that  390  were  sold,  lost,  or  de- 
stroyed during  the  year,  and  399  purchased,  leaving  on  hand  Ist  July, 
1870, 1,998. 

Tbcre  are  219  spring-wagons  in  service  and  122  ambulances. 

There  is  harness  on  hand  for  14,887  wagon-mules  and  for  3,481  ambu- 
lance-mules.   There  are  also  428  sets  of  cart-harness. 

The  discrepancies  in  these  figures  result  from  errors  in  returns  exam- 
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ined  and  uot  yet  corrected,  nnd  from  the  want  of  returns  from  many  of- 
ficers T7ho  have  been  in  the  field  against  the  Sioax,  in  places  where  there 
are  no  regular  mails  by  which  to  transmit  returns. 

The  expenditures  of  the  year  have  not  exceeded  the  appropriations 
made  by  Gongress,  and  no  dellcfency  estimate  has  been  called  for. 

I  again  call  attention  to  the  expense  and  the  embarrassment  to  the 
military  service  caused  by  the  law  which  compels  all  officers  of  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  to  keep  separate  accounts  with  every  sep- 
arate appropriation  on  account  of  which  they  may  disburse  money. 

This  requires  some  officers  to  keep  between  forty  and  fifty  separate 
accounts. 

This  multiplication  of  accounts  greatly  adds  to  the  cost  of  clerical  la- 
bor,  increases  the  liability  to  errors  and  mistakes,  and  increases  the 
amount  of  money  which  must  be  kept  subject  to  draft  of  each  disbursing- 
officer,  and  thus  depletes  the  Treasury  without  any  corresponding  ben- 
efit 

An  officer  may  have  $100,000  to  his  credit  and  yet  not  be  able,  nnder 
the  law,  to  pay  for  a  bushel  of  grain  or  a  ton  of  hay.  Thus,  unless  he 
has  a  working  balance  on  hand  from  the  moneys  remitted  to  him  from 
each  appropriation,  he  is  liable  to  be  obliged  to  defer  payment  of  a  just 
liabilltyi  though  he  may  have  large  sums  to  his  credit. 

The  House  Committee  on  Expenditures  of  the  War  Department  of 
the  Forty-second  Congress,  third  session,  examined  this  su^ect  care- 
fully, and  their  report  (No.  87,  House  Beports)  fully  sets  forth  the  evils 
attending  it. 

Formerly  it  was  not  necessary  to  employ  so  many  clerks,  or  to  keep 
such  large  balances  in  the  hands  of  officers,  as  since  the  enactment  of 
the  law  of  12th  July,  1870.    (Revised  Statutes,  sections  3690  and  3691.) 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  provid- 
ing the  means  of  transportation,  by  land  and  water,  for  aU  troops  and 
all  material  of  war.  It  furnishes  the  horses  of  the  artillery  and  cavalry 
and  horses  and  mules  for  the  trains.  It  provides  and  distributes  cloth- 
ing, tents,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  forage,  lumber,  and  all  material 
for  camps  and  for  shelter  of  troops  and  of  stores.  It  builds  barracks, 
store-houses,  hospitals ;  provides  wagons  and  ambulances  and  hames-s 
except  for  cavalry  and  artillery  horses ;  builds  or  charters  ships,  steam- 
ers, and  boats,  docks,  and  wharves ;  constructs  and  repairs  roads,  n&il- 
ways,  and  bridges ;  clears  out  obstructions  in  rivers  and  harbors,  when 
necessary  for  military  purposes ;  provides,  by  hire  or  purchase,  grounds 
for  militai7  encampments  and  buildings ;  pays  generally  all  expenses  of 
military  operations  not  by  law  expressly  assigned  to  some  other  Depart- 
ment; and,  finally,  it  provides  and  maintains  military  cemet^es,  in 
which  the  dead  of  the  Army  are  buried. 

Food,  arms,  ammunition,  medical  and  hospital  stores,  are  purchased 
and  issued  by  other  Departments,  but  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
transports  them  to  the  place  of  issue,  and  provides  store-houses  for  their 
preservation  until  consumed.  The  corps  of  officers  upon  whom  all  Uieee 
duties  fall  has  been  reduced  by  time  until  it  is  not  able  to  fill  well  every 
post  at  which  an  officer  of  activity  and  ability  is  needed. 

Many  officers  of  the  line,  finding  themselves  charged  with  heavy 
responsibility  as  acting  assistant  quartermasters,  and  having  insufficient; 
assistance  at  frontier  posts,  ask  that  the  enlistment  of  post-quarter- 
master-sergeants may  be  allowed  by  law. 

Such  non-commissioned  officers,  selected  for  exi)erience  and  fidelity 
shown  in  actual  service,  would  be  very  useful.  They  would  remain  at 
I)osts  in  charge  of  the  property  when  the  garrison  changed,  and  thus 
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woald  preserve  knowledge  and  responsibility,  now  often  lost  throagh 
the  freqnont  cliango  of  officers.  Sacli  officers  also  ask  that  some  com- 
pensation may  be  granted  them  for  the  risk  which  they  incor  in  the 
disbursement  of  pnblic  money,  and  fqr  the  responsibility  involved  in 
the  care  of  large  amonnts  of  public  property. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  the  recommendation  heretofore  made,  that 
an  allowance  of  $10  per  month  be  made  in  addition  to  the  pay  of  every 
line  officer  who  is  detailed  by  proper  authority  as  acting  assistant 
quartermaster  of  a  military  post,  when  such  detail  is  properly  reported 
to  and  apjproved  by  the  War  Department.  Such  an  allowance  is  only 
just,  and  it  would  relieve  the  service  from  the  feeling  that  heavy  duties 
are  imposed  by  such  detail  without  any  recognition  or  compensation. 
Such  duties  are  important,  and  they  should  be  sought  by  good  officers ; 
not  imposed  upon  the  slothful  or  unwilling. 

The  number  of  officers  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department  is  now 
sixty-five. 

Casxtalties  among  officers  serving  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department j  from 

Juty  1, 1875,  to  June  30, 1870. 

Lieut.  Gol.  Tredwell  Moore,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  died  at 
Fort  Gibson,  Indian  Territory,  May  29, 1870. 

Miy.  Henry  G.  Hodges,  quartermaster,  promoted  to  be  deputy  quarter* 
master-general,  with  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  May  29, 1870. 

Maj.  Herbert  M.  Enos,  quartermaster,  retired,  May  29, 1870. 

Capt.  George  H.  Weeks,  assistant  quartermaster,  promoted  to  be 
quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of  major.  May  29, 1870. 

Capt.  £lias  B.  Garling,  assistant  quartermaster,  died  at  Fort  Sanders, 
Wyoming  Territory,  July  1, 1876. 

Capt.  William  B.  Hughes,  assistant  quartermaster,  x>romot6d  to  be 
quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of  major.  May  29, 1870. 

Capt.  John  Simpson,  assistant  quartermaster,  appointed  to  date  July 
27, 1875. 

Capt.  Lafayette  E.  Campbell,  assistant  quartermaster,  apiK)inted  May 
29, 1870. 

Capt  Charles  S.  Heintzelman,  assistant  quartermaster,  appointed 
May  29, 1870. 

Capt  Hamilton  Lieber,  military  store-keeper,  retired  December  13, 
1876. 

Capt  Yerplanck  Van  Antwerp,  military  store'keei)er,  died  at  Upi)er 
Marlborough,  Md.,  December  2, 1875. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

A  list  of  officers,  with  their  stations  and  duties  during  the  year,  ac- 
companies this  report 

From  the  1st  June,  1875,  to  the  1st  April,  1870,  the  Quartermaster- 
General  was  absent  m>m  the  office,  having  been  placed  on  si)ecial  serv- 
ice on  1st  June,  1875,  by  order  of  the  President,  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  abroad  the  constitution  and  organization  of  European  armies, 
cspeeiaUy  with  reference  to  their  staff  arrangements.  With  this  ob- 
ject, on  the  1st  of  July,  1875,  he  set  sail  for  Liverpool,  and,  after  pass- 
ing a  short  time  in  London,  proceeded  to  the  continent,  attended  the 
greater  autumn  manoeuvers  of  the  German  army,  under  pKersonal  com- 
mand of  the  Emperor,  in  Silesia  and  Mecklenburg-Schwerin ;  accompa- 
nied the  Emperor,  by  invitation,  to  the  review  of  the  German  fleet  on 
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tbo  Bultio,  off  the  mouth  of  tbo  Warue ;  thou  proccodcd  to  Vienoa 
and  to  llomc,  with  tbo  intention  of  visiting  Bussia  and  the  northern 
armies  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  the  present  year.  Bat  while  in 
Borne,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1876,.ho  received  a  telegram  from  the  Act- 
ing Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Eobeson,  reoalling  Mm  to  WashingtOD, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  27th  of  March,  and,  in  accordance  with  oraent, 
resumed  charge  of  the  Qaartcrmaster's  Department  on  the  1st  of  April. 

Though  the  visit  was  cut  short  by  recall  earlier  than  was  at  first  in* 
tended,  and  the  opportunity  to  see  personally  the  troops  of  the  north- 
ern powers  was  lost,  much  information  was  gathered  in  regard  to  the 
organization  of  all  the  European  armies,  which,  when  digested,  will 
form  the  subject  of  a  report  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  useful. 

During  the  absence  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  Ool.  Buius  In- 
galls,  assistant  quartermaster-general  and  brevet  major-general,  was  on 
duty  as  Acting  Quartermaster-General. 

During  the  year,  Col.  Stewart  Van  Vliet  has  been  on  duty  in  this  office 
in  charge  of  the  inspection  branch  and  of  the  business  relating  to  con- 
struction and  repair  of  buildiogs. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Bingham  has  had  charge  of  the  finance  branch  and 
of  the  clothing  and  equipage  branch  of  the  office,  including  the  exami- 
nation and  preparation  for  settlement  by  the  Treasury  of  the  accounts 
and  returns  of  officers. 

Major,  now  Lieut.  CoL,  H.  C.  Hodges,  has  had  charge  of  the  trans- 
portation and  regular  supplies  branches  of  the  office. 

Capt.  A.  F.  Bockwell  has  had  charge  of  the  national  military  ceme- 
teries. 

The  principal  stations  of  the  regular  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  have  been  as  follows : 

Col.  Daniel  H.  Backer,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  in  charge 
of  Philadelphia  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  at  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Col.  Bufus  In  galls,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  in  charge  of  depot, 
Xew  York  City. 

Col.  L.  G.  Easton,  assistant  quai'termaster-general,  chief 'quarter- 
master Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  New  York  City. 

Col.  Stewart  Van  Yliot,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  on  doty  in 
Quartermaster-General's  Office. 

Lieut.  Col.  8.  B.  Ilolabird,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  quar- 
termaster Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 'Chicago,  111. 

Lieut.  Col.  Charles  H.  Tompkins,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  cbiel 
quartermaster  Military  Division  of  the  South,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Ekin,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  quar- 
termaster Department  of  the  South,  and  in  charge  of  depot  at  Jeffer- 
sonvillo,  Ind. 

Lieut.  Col.  Bufus  Saxtou,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  quarter- 
master Department  of  the  Missouri,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Bingham,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  on  duty  iu 
Quartermaster-General's  Office. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  J.  Perry,  deputy  quartermaster-generali  chief  quarter- 
master Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Lieut.  Col.  n.  C.  Uodges,  deputy  quartermaster-geuerali  on  duty  in 
Quartermaster-General's  Office. 

Maj.  J.  G.  Chandler,  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Department 
of  Arizona,  PrescoU,  Ariz. 

Msy.  William  M>ers,  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Department 
of  California,  depot  quartermaster,  Washington,  D.  0.,  and  later  depot 
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qnartermaBter,  San  Francisco,  Gal.,  also,  chief  quartormaster  Military 
Division  of  the  Pacific,  temporarily. 

Ikb^j.  J.  A.  Potter,  qaartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Department  of 
the  Gnlf,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Maj.  B.  N.  Batchelder,  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Depart- 
ment of  the  Columbia,  Portland,  Oreg. 

Maj.  M.  I.  Ludington,  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Depart- 
ment of  the  Platte,  Omaha,  Nebr. 

Maj.  B.  C.  Card,  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Department  of 
Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 

Gapt.  A.  F.  BockweU,  assistant  quartermaster  in  charge  of  depot, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

INSPECTION  BRANCH. 

This  branch  of  the  office  keeps  the  monthly  reports  of  all  officers 
doing  duty  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department ;  papers  relating  to  the 
a^fiignment  to  duty  of  officers ;  distribution  of  hired  civilians,  and  the 
annual  reports  of  officers.  In  it  are  filed  and  distributed  orders,  circu- 
lars, rolls  of  honor,  and  all  other  printed  documents.  It  prepares  the 
monthly  roster  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department ;  it  keeps 
files  of  letters  sent  and  received  relating  individually  to  officers,  agents, 
and  employes  of  the  Department. 

It  received  123,555  printed  and  written  papers,  and  distributed 
109,190,  during  the  year. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

The  movements  during  the  year  have  been  by  rail,  wagon,  stage,  and 
▼easel,  so  far  as  reported  to  this  time,  63,671  persons ;  7,311  beasts; 
24,856  tons  of  subsistence- stores ;  42,444  tons  of  quartermaster's  stores ; 
5,699  tons  of  ordnance-stores ;  943  tons  of  medical  stores  and  supplies ; 
5,730  tons  of  miscellaneous  supplies;  total  weight  of  stores  moved, 
792669  tons. 

The  larger  movements  of  troops,  with  the  average  length  of  the  march 
or  movement  m  each  case,,  were  the  Seventh  Oavalry,  Companies  fi,  G, 
and  K,  from  Department  of  the  Gnlf  to  Department  of  Dakota, 
3,687  miles. 

Eighth  Cavalry,  from  Department  of  the  Missouri  to  Department  of 
Texas,  1,148  miles, 

Ninth  Cavalry,  from  Department  of  Texas  to  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri, 992  miles. 

First  Artillery,  headquarters  and  Companies  B,  C.  D,  H,  and  K  from 
Department  of  the  South,  and  Companies  A,  E,  F,  I,  L,  and  M  from 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  to  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  987  miles 
from  Department  of  the  South  and  1,622  miles  from  Department  of  the 
Gnlf. 

Fourth  Artillery,  Companies  A,  D,  G,  and  M  from  Department  of 
California  to  Department  of  the  Columbia,  1.408  miles,  and  Companies 
F,  H,  and  L  from  Department  of  the  Columbia  to  Department  of  Cal- 
ifornia, 1,317  miles. 

Fifth  Artillery,  headquarters  and  Companies  A,  D,  E,  F,  and  K,  from 
Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  to  Department  of  the  South,  968  miles, 
;ind  Companies  B,  G,  H,  1,  L,  and  M  from  Militaiy  Division  of  the 
Atlantic  to  Department  of  the  Gulf,  1,730  miles. 

Eleventh  Infantry,  Companies  C,  D,  and  I  from  the  Department  of 
the  Missouri  to  Department  of  Texas,  859  miles. 

Twelfth  Infantry,  Companies  A,  C,  and  K  from  Department  of  Cal- 
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ifuriiia  to  Ueparlimait  of  Amonn,  '2,100  milPB,  and  ComiMmio«  B  And  ^^J 
I'rom  DopurtnicDt  of  Arizona  to  Deimitment  of  CnliiorDJii,  '2,i^7  miles. 
Twouty-llrst  Iufaiiti>',  Company  1>  from  Dt^iiiirtitioDt  of  Ciillfonuato 
Deportmoot  of  ibe  Columbiii,  8811  milps.  ^^ 

uienta  nud  Uistancca  in  ik-Uiil.  *^^| 

TKAK^I'DniATlOS  BY   IIAILHOAD.  ^H 

Tu'etity-iiiQc  thoasaud  four  biiDdred  utid  fourtcoii  perscma,  5,006 
boasts,  and  4li,Ul  tons  of  material  were  moved  by  railroad. 

WATEK  TBAKBPOKTATION. 

Byn'aler;Jl,'J01  persona,  1,425  beasts,  and  13,480  tons  of  militarynjale- 
rial  were  moved.  Of  this  movement  by  water  21,560  persons,  U8  Iteuts, 
and  2,631  tons  of  material  were  tmnsiwrted  on  steamers,  resseU,  aad 
bar;^8  owned  by  tbe  Qunrtermaater's  l)epartineiit. 

The  movement  by  wagon  was  of  15,073  tons. 

I'be  aggregate  amount  paid  for  railroad  transportation  duringtbe  yt> 
waa  «600,003.8o.  Of  tbis  «442,8I9.7a  was  paid  directly  by  disboreliu 
officers  of  tbe  Quartermaster's  Department,  and  $101,17 t.OU  was  8ettl«| 
by  rerercuec  of  accounts  from  tbo  Quartcrmaster-Gouend's  Offioo  to  t' 
uccouutiug'Offlcurs  of  tbe  Treasury. 

TACIFIC   liilLKOAUS. 

All  money  earned  by  tbe  Uuion  Pacilio  Ivuili-uad,  tUo  Ceutral  PaciflL 
and  tbe  Kansas  Pacific  is,  under  the  lawn  of  Oougruss  and  peDdinjlliH 
nation  lieforo  tbe  United  States  court*,  paid  to  the  tiecrutary  of  I" 
Treasury  as  aseiguce  for  the  railroads. 

But  as  tbe  acMK)unts  are  esamiued  ami  found  correct  tboy  are  L, 
mitted  to  tbe  nccountiug-oflicers,  aud  the  money  earned  is  transfer. 
from  the  appropriations  for  tranu|>ortatiou  of  the  Army  to  the  crodltH 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  assignee  tor  the  several  railroad  c 
nie^.  ^ 

Tbe  service  rendered  to  the  Army  by  these  railroad  companies  daiing 
the  year  is  as  follows : 

Uuion  Pacific  llailroad  moved  0,302  persons,  1,597  boasts,  aud  lO^iflt 
tons  of  material. 

Tbe  Central  Pacific  moved  1,S12  jicrsous,  207  beasts,  and  l,m  toi 
material. 

The  Kansas  Pacific  itailroad,  2,-SOO  ixsriious,  1,274  l>caat«,  and  4 
tons  of  material. 

Tbe  Hioux  City  and  Pacific  llailroad,  50  persons,  2  beasto,  a 
tons  of  material. 

Total  transportation  of  the  Pacific  Uailroads:  lt,lU  persons,  9 
Inuutts,  and  16,202  tons  of  material. 

Tlie  cost  of  tbe  service  may  be  stated  as  follows : 

BytboUolon  I'ftdQn  lUllroiul |Xi&B9 

Hy  lh«  OninU  Pooiao  Itallroad 138,1] 

U;  Uin  Koniuui  Pacltlo  Rail  mail —  ~ 

HytlietfiouiCUj-iiiiilI'acnicHikllRXUl. 

Talol 6$B,4I 

But  of  this  sum  accounts  for  only  ^I63,!)04.10  bad  been  examlood  m 
rcferml  to  tbo  Trtanttry  for  sottlumctit  on  tbuUOtb  ul'Jaaolas^ 
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aoconnts  to  the  amount  of  $130,503.97  had  been  rendered  and  were 
under  examination,  and  for  services  during  the  year,  estimated  at 
$291,000,  no  accounts  had  then  been  received  at  this  ofiice. 

The  tx>tal  amount  paid  for  militaiy  transportation  by  the  Quartermas- 
ter's Department  over  these  Pacific  Bailroads  since  their  opening  to 
trafQc  is  as  follows,  including  the  moneys  actually  paid  to  the  railroads 
in  cash,  those  credited  on  the  bonds,  and  those  paid  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Tr^ury  as  assignee  for  the  railroads : 

UuionPacific $4,643,477  03 

Central  Pacific 625,319  57 

Kansas  Pacific 2,003,433  02 

Bionx  City  and  Pacific 16,550  42 

Total 7,288,830  04 

Of  which  there  has  been  paid- 
Cash $2,783,213  17 

Credited  on  the  bonds,  nnder  act  of  July  2, 1864 2,783,213  16 

Withheld  and  paid  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  act  of  March 

3,1873 : 1,722,403  71 

Unsettled  accounts  had  been  rendered  and  were  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  under  adjustment  in  this  ofiice  and  in  the  Treasury  to  the 
amount  of  $610,720.98. 

JjAND'GnANT  BAILSOADS. 

The  difierence  of  opinion  between  Congress  and  the  several  railroads 
which  have  received  grants  of  land  from  Congress  on  various  conditions 
has  led  to  legislation  which  has  been  somewhat  embarrassing  to  the 
military  service. 

The  prohibition  of  any  payment  for  tr8.nsportation  on  these  roads 
places  officers  traveling  alone  on  duty  in  the  i>osition  of  dead-heads  ap- 
plying for  free  transportation.  They  are  obliged  to  prove  their  identity 
to  the  dissatisfaction  of  railroad  clerks  and  ticket-agents  at  crowded 
ticket-windows,  and  of  conductors  in  cars. 

These  gentlemen  are  so  subject  to  attempts  at  imposition  that  they 
are  naturally  inclined  to  be  suspicious  of  those  who  apply  for  firee  tickets, 
and  on  the  whole  the  saving  of  money  upon  the  transportation  of  single 
officers  is  scarce  worth  the  injury  to  the  self-respect  of  those  who  are 
mortified  and  irritated  and  annoyed  at  being  obliged  to  insist  under  the 
law  ux>on  persons,  entirely  unknown  to  them,  recognizing  their  right  to 
travel  without  paying  fare. 

Most  officers  who  are  able  to  do  so,  probably  prefer  to  pay  the  railroad 
agents  to  subjecting  themselves  to  such  annoyance. 

With  large  bodies  of  men,  as  when  troops  travel,  there  is  not  the  same 
difficulty. 

The  law  has  been  observed  and  enforced,  though  some  cases  of  hard- 
ship have  occurred. 

Tables  of  land-grant  railroads,  with  the  conditions  applying  to  each, 
have  been  published  and  distributed  to  the  Army. 

The  railroads  have,  in  some  cases,  refused  to  give  up  property  com- 
mitted to  them  for  transportation,  demanding,  as  a  condition-precedent, 
payment  of  their  usual  charges. 

Writs  of  replevin  have  in  some  cases  been  avoided  only  by  officers 
personally  paying  the  charges,  and  an  order  has  lately  issued  from  the 
War  Department  and  the  Department  of  Justice,  prescribing  the  man- 
ner of  conducting  legal  proceedings  in  such  cases. 

All  such  cases,  however,  cause  sufi*enng  and  loss  to  those  officers  and 
soldierR  whose  baggage  or  supplies  are  detained. 

28  Ab 
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mDBBTED-BAlLBOADB. 

In  the  liisl  annual  report  of  tbia  olSoc,  the  nmouut  remainiDgd 
iiupiiii]  by  the  railroada  to  which,  by  order  of  the  Execntive,  laMT 
titles  of  railroad  material  and  rolling-Btock  were  sold  on  credit 
clow  of  the  war,  wan  stated  at  81,9B»,440.03.  Daring  the  ilscal  year 
endinK  30rh  Jnne,  1S7C,  this  sam  was  increased  by  accming  interest,  by 
exiienxes  incurred,  and  by  cliar^es  on  account  of  pr<^TioiiR  overpayxatatit, 
to  the  amount,  of  JU3,370.68.  Psiymente  for  military  transportaUOD  and 
jKistal  aervictt  were  received  and  credited  to  the  respective  roadi  to  tlio 
amount  of  $7-l,39S.2S. 

The  Alexandria,  Loudoun  and  Hampshire  Railroad  Oompaay  dis- 
charged itti  imlobtwlucss  linally  on  the  11th  April,  1S7C. 

dnder  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  27th  February,  1875,  to  provide 
for  settlementa  with  certain  railTOad  companies,  compromises  have  be«a 
maile  by  the  Secretary  of  War  during  the  fiscal  year  with  the  SettBtt, 
Bome  and  Dalloo,  and  the  Memphis  and  Little  liock  Batlrqad  CompH' 
nies. 

The  first -named  company,  upon  a  debt  of  $155,771.93,  paid  to  the 
United  States  oat  of  ita  postal  earnings,  due  by  the  Cntted  States  bod 
unpaid,  $53,200.21. 

The  Memphis  and  Little  Rock  Railroad  Company  hiire,  npou  a  debt  of 
$124,2dS.63,  paid  out  of  it«  postal  earnings,  dne  by  the  United  StAtes  and 
unpaid,  the  sum  of  (2S,4lil.43. 

The  balance  due  the  United  States  by  the  indebted  railroad  compA- 
nle»,  which  have  not  paid  or  compromised  their  debt,  was,  on  30tU  June, 
1876,  ♦1,785,155.74. 

The  amount  pai<l  during  the  fiscal  year  by  railroad  oompouieft  whose 
debts  were  compromised  under  act  of  Marclt  3,  1871,  as  interest  oa  tfaa 
IirlQcipal  unpaid,  was  $15,100.  $5,700  dne  as  iuterc«t  from  the  2fE8fa> 
\illo  and  Chattanooga  Railroad  Uompauy  December  1, 1815,  was  not 
paid,  and  salt  has  been  commeoced  by  tuo  Treasury  Dopartiuent  la 
recover  the  amount. 

TbepriuDipaJ  due  from  those  ooiupanles  is  $1,251,000,  ^tayable  in  10, 
15,  and  20  years;  Interest  at  4  luid  5  percent,  peraunnut,  payable  •eui- 
unnually  in  two  coses  and  annually  in  one  case. 

The  securities  held  by  the  United  StAloa  are  bunds  of  the  compauie 
with  inlercsL-coupous  attached,  secured  by  a  mortgage  on  the  roi 
franchises,  &c.,  of  the  companit^^s,  and  a  decree  of  the  court  providi 
for  tbe  issuing  of  an  execution  against  the  mortgaged  propei-ty,  to  « 
of  defanlt  In  payment  of  tbe  principal  sum  or  any  ioistallmcut  of  inter 
In  addition  to  tbe  amounts  stated  a«  received  and  applied  in  Uqol 
tion  of  tbe  debts  of  these  railroads  to  the  United  States,  there  r — 
unsettled  accoimts  as  follows : 

Uobltn  ami  OLiia  Hoilroad  Cuuip.-uiy   Tur   militarj-  tnuujiortation ;  postal 
turviuui  rulnliieU  uudu'  uvntrat^l  with  tbe  iximpuif  .....I................ 

MnMImivilio  nnit  Ma  neb  ester  Uoilrouil  Comp»o;...... ...... ..„»».„. 

Mei»|i|ii«  uiiil  Litllu  tiucit  UaitrooJ  Cuinptm;^ 

NtwtivJlo  aii'l  NuriliwMtKm  Uailruul  Cooiptuij' 

Under  the  nets  uf  lUth  and  2Jd  June,  1874,  aud  Standi  3, 1376^  J 
anonnt  earned  by  iho  Mobile  and  Uhio  RaUniad  cannot  been  *" 
that  comimny  upon  its  debt  unless  the  <.'ourt  of  Clainis  shall  t 
decide  tliut  [I  is  lutitlod  to  payment  for  Ooveminenl  tniuit 
under  the  act  of  aoth  Sfplcniborj  1820.    The  other  i 
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received  by  thifi  office,  will  be  daly  applied  and  credited  upon  the  debts 
of  the  several  companies  named. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  a  table  giving  the  amounts  of  original 
indebtedness  of  each  of  the  several  railroad  companies  who  purchased 
railroad  material  under  Executive  orders,  with  the  charges  lor  interest 
accrued  and  for  expenses  and  for  the  amount  of  all  credits  for  moneys 
paid  and  services  rendered  by  the  companies,  with  particulars  of  the 
compromises  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  with  various  companies 
under  the  several  acts  of  Congress  for  that  purpose. 

During  the  present  fiscal  year  $67,630.86  were  received  by  this  office 
from  various  companies  in  postal  earnings,  which  has  been  paid  into 
the  Treasury  and  credited  upon  their  accounts. 

WAGON  AND  STAGE  TRANSPORTATION. 

Fifteen  thousand  and  seventy-six  (15,076)  tons  of  military  supplies 
have  been  transported  by  wagon  and  stage ;  and  by  stage,  three  thou- 
sand and  fifby-three  (3,053)  passengers  have  been  moved. 

The  amounts  paid  for  wagon  transportation  have  been  $852,576.09 ; 
for  stage  transportation,  $116,422.79. 

WATER  TRANSPORTATION. 

Thirty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  four  (31,204)  persons,  1,425 
beasts,  and  18,480  tons  of  material  have  been  moved  by  water.  The 
cost  has  been  $411,369.27. 

OniB  side-wheel  steamer  of  179  tons,  heretofore  chartered,  employed 
in  harbor  service,  New  York,  was  purchased  on  the  30th  June,  1876,  as 
a  measure  of  economy. 

A  propeller  of  104  tons  has  done  the  harbor  service  for  San  Francisco. 

Seven  steam-launches  of  from  20  to  60  tons  keep  up  the  communica- 
tion of  as  many  sea-coast  fortresses  with  their  posts  of  supply  and  post- 
offices. 

One  schooner  of  120  tons  is  in  service  at  Key  West,  and  keeps  com- 
munication with  Fort  Jefferson  at  the  Tortugas  Island.s. 

A  small  sloop  of  7  tons  is  in  service  at  Fort  Barrancas,  and  a  steam- 
launch  is  under  construction  in  New  York  for  the  service  of  transport- 
ing the  ordnance  board  and  its  ammunition  to  the  experiment  firing- 
ground  on  Bandy  Hook. 

No  other  vessels  are  now  owned  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department, 
which,  during  the  war,  had  a  fleet  of  over  1,000  vessels  in  service. 

The  whole  cost  of  this  service  for  repairs  and  running  expenses  of 
vessels  owned  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  is  reported  at 
$51,903.57. 

Iho  appropriation  for  Army  traosportatioii  during  the  fiaoal  year'  was. .  |4, 000, 000  00 

The  expenditures  charged  to  this  appropriation  during  the  year  have  been  as 
follows : 

For  railroad  transportation ^ $606,903  88 

Water  transportation 411,309  27 

Stage  transportation 116,428  79 

Wagon  transportation 852,576  09 

The  nnrchase  of  animals 104,612  82 

Purchase  and  repair  of  vehicles,  harness,  &e 175,000  00 

Hire  of  teamsters  and  others  connected  with  transportation  service 700, 000  00 

ParchaBc,  repair,  and  running  expenses  of  vessels 108,921  66 
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rill'  .                           .  .  lor  RUjipIy  (ir  iTBterlo  {insbt  wluittco  it  m  lirmigUl 
■  r\en  uud  wbaHikgi.'.  lulls,  rumlii,  fcmen, briiljcea, 
I  'viugalMtTnotiooB  liiiu  rwulv,  luuLiuia,  anil  riveca, 
$35a,4J 

Ai.i'  .  li-iiurBlng-officenittt  tbtt  cloBo  of  tbo  yew...  ""  " 

Total 3,675,870  W 

Ucinniiilng  in  TmuuTj'  uailrann  July  1, 1870 SM,(t-J3  !>» 

Claims  aiicl  accounts  for  tmiisiiortaUoD  iu  previous  fiscal  yearn  hiii;& 
beeti  cxitmiDO<l  iu  tbis  oflico  duriug  tlie  imst  ^scul  yeur  and  re&rred  tt 
tlio  Treasury  for  settlement  ;ia  foHowis: 

I'lir  milroAil  trnnspoTtatiun $431,417  d 

AVal«vtni(i»portutW ISl,8r'™ 

Woj-on  trauti[>an4itioD 2li4] 

Kugc  truUNtiurtnlioa .- l^dB 

Muiu'lUuooua  traiiHpoi'l;iUou  ctntiai,  Mh,  L'iiit«<l  States  mllitMy  Tuil* 

Total 

liXTLOBINO  BXPEDITIOK. 

Tlic  exiiedillon  for  oxploratlona  ami  sunpjK  uuilcr  IrteuU  Geo.  1 
Wheeler,  of  tbo  Corps  of  Eugineers,  lias,  as  iu  foruiev  years,  boco  8 
plied  with  transportation,  witli  auiraals,  and  with  forage,  «o.,  by  I 
Quartermaster's  department. 

CLADIS  U^•DEn  TltE  ACT  OP  JUtY  4,  1864. 

The  labor  of  investigation  and  examination  of  claims. for  qiu 
teru'  stores  nnder  tliu  act  of  180J  Las  continued  to  bo  a  severo  tax  d 
the  nssonrces  of  tiiis  oUice. 

The  exiwuse  of  ageut^:)  and  the  clerks  cniploye«l  by  officers  of  C 
Quartermaster's  Department,  uudcr  whoso  Bupon-isioa  these  iovet 
tiona  are  mikde,  was  durinf;  the  past  tiseal  ycJir  $7j,i4tf.7(i, 

There  remnined  ou  hand  on  tbu  30tb  of  June,  lti7^,  i:i,;u  1  claims  4 
der  the  act  of  1604 : 

Tliu  niuouDt  oLuroiHl  Ttut 39^730,111 

IiirjCclaimi  wecv  liloddnring  tboyuaTiauouDtin^c  to 1,2IM,K 

Total  14,413  claims  lor ll>.9M,fll 

0/  Ihctr,  303  wcro  rop^rtwl  to  tbo  TLirU  Auditor  vitU  rocoEaiiiead&tlaii 

for  ncttloment  nnilcr  tlio  law  at 180tl9 

The  amoQut  arilicwi  daimn,  Muriginally  praacutod,  wu 4B^4I 

BcdacUou  

Odo    thousand  two  bandrcd  and  fifty -four  clatius,  amomittns] 
$I,995,7(>7.SD,  having  been  examined,  were  rtjocted  during  tbo  year.  I 

Over  15,000  lottora  ffCro  received  and  21,W0  dii!ii)atche<l,  on  tbls  I 
ne«s,  from  Uiis  oOicu  during  the  year. 

The  QuartcnnaslorGcneral,  and,  during  the  last  year,  tlje  Acl_ 
Qoartonnastcr-Gcueral,  and  the  Sc':rctary  of  War,  have  rccommenik  _ 
to  OoD^rcss  that  thetse  chiims,  not  yet  adjudicated,  be  tmasferrtd  tu 
sotDO  other  tritmiinl  for  sottlomcnt.  Ho  luug,  hovrever,  as  it  reioalnsi 
UDi)«r  the  law,  the  duty  of  the  QQartermastcr-Gcneriil  to  act  nnoD  C  " 
Kdch  AChMition  as  the,  pressnro  of  current  military  business  unll  f 
will  lie  given  to  their  cxumiuatiou  and  settlement. 

Of  coarse  uuiuy  attemptK  at  fraud  arc  discovered,  and  c 
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their  attorneys  generally  exaggerate  the  quantities  and  values  of  the 
stores  taken  from  them  during  the  war.  When  the  fraud  appears  to  be 
deliberate  and  intentional,  the  cases  are  transmitted  to  the  proper  ofQce, 
\?ith  recommendation  that  the  parties  attempting  fraud  bo  prosecuted 
by  the  Department  of  Justice.  This  office  has  neither  the  means  nor 
the  right  to  originate  legal  proceedings  in  such  cases. 

OTHER  OLAIMS. 

Twelve  thousand  eight  linndred  and  fifteen  miscelloneons  claims  and  acconnts  were 
on  file  at  the  be^nnlnf^  of  the  fiscal  year : 

\monnt  claimed. : $7,057,755  09 

Two  thoQsand  five  hnndred  and  sixty  were  filed  daring  the  year  for 755, 801  54 

Total,  15,375  miscellaneous  olalma  for 7,813,556  C3 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  of  these  were  approved  for  $24,308.84, 
being  a  reduction  from  the  amount  as  filed  of  $5,600. 

Five  hundred  and  eighty-three  were  referred  to  the  Third  Auditor  of 
the  Treasury  for  action  of  the  accounting-officers,  amounting  to 
967,363.30. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-two  claims,  for  $149,656.55,  were  transmitted 
to  other  Departments  to  which  they  pertained. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-seven,  amounting  to  $94,283.14,  were  re« 
jected. 

One  thousand  and  seventy-two  accounts  were  approved  at  $120,669.83, 
being  reduced  by  $7,760.04. 

F^-seven  accounts  were  transmitted  to  the  Departments  to  which 
they  pertained,  amounting  to  $4,169.97. 

Fifty-eight  accounts,  for  $18,564.99,  were  rejected. 

Total  miscellaneous  claims  and  accounts  thus  disposed  of  2,391, 
amounting  as  originally  filed  to  $492,376.68. 

Twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight  miscellaneous  claims 
and  accounts  remain  on  file^  amounting  to  $7,321,175.95. 

This  shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of  miscellaneous  claims  and 
accounts  on  file,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  of  103  claims,  but 
a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  the  claims  of  $275,020.94. 

These  claims  and  accounts  include  many  claims  for  services,  labor,  and 
miscellaneous  subjects,  and  small  accounts  and  vouchers  for  quarter- 
masters' stores,  which,  accumulating  in  various  quartermasters'  offices, 
during  and  since  the  war,  throughout  the  United  States,  and  not  being 
called  for  or  prosecuted,  have  been  transmitted  to  the  Quartermaster- 
Oeneral  for  preservation  and  settlement  whenever  the  proper  claimant 
appears  and  proves  his  rights. 

MILITABY  BUILDINGS. 

BarrackSj  guartersy  atore-liouseSj  &c. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  has  charge  of  and  maintains  about 
5,000  buildings,  at  the  military  posts  and  in  the  towns  and  cities  of  the 
United  States. 

The  appropriation  of  the  last  fiscal  yeitr  for  the  maintenance  of  these, 
for  repairs,  for  construction  of  new  baildings,  for  hire  of  quarters,  bar- 
racks, storehouses,  shelter  for  officers,  troops,  horses,  mules,  and  stores, 
was  $1,500,000. 

Estimating  the  number  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Army  at  30,000| 
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tbis  is  an  average  of  $50  a  year  for  each  officer  and  soldier  as  the  cost 
of  housing  and  sbelteriDg  himself,  his  stores  and  supplies,  and  stabling 
the  19,542  horses  and  mnles  in  the  military  service. 

It  represents  a  cost  of  $4.16  per  month  for  each  person  in  the  Army. 
It  is  not  snfficient  to  provide  all  with  snch  comfortable  and  healthful 
quarters  and  shelter  as  they  are  entitled  to  expect  from  the  Government 
which  they  have  contracted  to  serve. 

It  has  been  used  as  follows: 

The  construction  of  234  new  buildings  has  been  authorized  during  the 
year  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $303,704.  They  are  at  military  posts  in 
the  States  of  Nebraska,  Texas,  Rhode  Island,  Michigan,  Maine,  Mary- 
land, Connecticut,  Virginia,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  South  Oarolina, 
Nortli  Carolina,  Tennessee,  California,  Kansas,  Oeorgia,  and  Ohio,  and 
in  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico,  Alaska,  Idaho,  Washington,  Arizona, 
Utah,  Wyoming,  Dakota,  Montana,  and  the  Indian  Territory. 

Repairs  aud  constractlon  of  whanres  have  cost $39,854 

4  Repairs  of  buildings,  construction  and  repair  of  cisterns  at  various  military 

•     XKwts, have  cost 389,503 

Upon  hospital  coustniction  and  repairs  the  expenditures  authorized  have 
been 99,Cr>9 

Depot-buildings  at  San  AntoniOj  Texas. 

On  3d  March,  1873,  Congress  appropriated  the  sam  of  $100,000  for 
constrnction  of  a  depot  at  San  Antonio^  Texas.  The  city  had  given  to 
the  United  States  a  site  for  these  bnildings,  greatly  needed,  and  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  War  had  strongly  recommended  the  appro- 
priation. 

The  Secretary  afterward  withdrew  his  recommendation  and  asked 
authority  to  expend  the  money  for  other  purposes,  which  permission 
Congress  did  not  grant. 

Various  causes  delayed  the  commencement  of  the  work,  and  on  3d 
March,  1875,  Congress  continued  the  apjpropriation  about  to  be  cOTered 
into  tbe  Treasury  under  a  general  law  at  the  expiration  of  two  years. 

Befoi^  I  left  Washington  on  special  service  on  Ist  June,  1875,  having 
received  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  commeuce  the  work 
whose  plans  had  been  long  complete  and  approved,  I  gave  such  orders 
and  took  such  measures  as  would,  if  properly  execut^,  have  put  the 
buildiugs  under  construction. 

On  my  return  to  the  United  States,  in  March,  1S7G,  I  found  that 
nothing  bad  been  done ;  ground  had  not  been  broken,  but  plans  had 
been  prepared  which,  when  executed,  would  have  increased  tbe  cost 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  original  estimate  and  appropriation.  With 
the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  advertised  for  proposals  for  con- 
structing the  work  ui>on  the  original  site  and  original  plans,  and  made 
contract  with  Messrs.  Bradeu  and  Angus,  of  San  Antonio,  the  lowest 
responsible  bidders  for  the  completion  of  the  whole  work,  slightly 
within  the  appropriation  of  $100,000. 

They  have  commenced  work,  laid  all  the  foundations,  and  at  the  last 
reports  had  carried  part  of  the  walls  to  the  height  of  IS  feet  above 
ground. 

I  expect  the  whole  work  therefore  to  be  completed  within  a  year,  and 
for  the  sum  originally  estimated  and  appropriated  by  Congress. 

It  is  advancing  vigorously,  aud  the  work  and  material  aro  reported 
to  be  excellent. 

Three  stone  buildings  at  Fort  .Leavenworth  have  been  converted  into 
a  military  prison. 
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For  tbis  Congress  made  a  special  appropriation  of  $100,000. 

Twenty-three  buildings  no  longer  needed,  in  varions  parts  of  the 
country,  have  been  sold,  and  the  proceeds  paid  into  the  Treasury  to  the 
credit  of  miscellaneous  receipts. 

Certain  buildings  in  Eodiak,  Alaska,  not  in  actual  use  by  the  Army, 
have  been  placed  temporarily  in  charge  of  officers  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment at  that  post. 

The  buildings  at  Camp  Wright,  California,  and  the  military  reserva- 
tion at  that  place  have,  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  been 
transferred  to  the  Indian  Department  for  use  for  the  Indian  service 
until  needed  by  the  War  Department. 

The  act  of  3d  March,  1875,  authorized  the  purchase  of  sites  of  three 

of  the  long-established  military  posts  in  Texas,  and  appropriated  as 

follows,  viz :  .* 

For  Fort  Brown,  opposite  MatamoraA,  on  the  Rio  Qrande $25, 000 

For  Fort  Dancan,  Eagle  Pass,  on  the  Rio  Grande 10,000 

For  Ringgold  BarracKS,  on  the  Bio  Grande,  opposite  Camargo 10, 000 

Provided,  that,  before  tlie  payment  of  the  money  appropriated,  good 
titles  shall  be  made  to  the  United  States  for  the  land  contemplate  to 
be  bought,  and  no  more  than  the  amount  appropriated  for  any  of  these 
sites  shall  be  paid  therefor. 

This  was  done  upon  a  report  of  a  board  of  officers,  to  be  found  in 
Execotive  Document  No.  282,  House  of  Bepresei^tatives,  Forty-third 
Congress,  first  session. 

The  owner  of  the  site  of  Fort  Duncan  refiised  to  sell  it  for  less  than 
$10,358.  As  Congress  had  limited  the  price  by  law  to  $10,000,  tiie  re- 
sult has  been  the  expiration  of  a  twenty -years'  lease,  and  the  reversion, 
for  want  of  $358,  of  the  bnildings  and  other  improvements  made  upon 
the  land  during  the  past  twenty  years  to  the  land-owner. 

The  site  is  now  occupied  at  an  annual  rental  of  $2,400,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  porchase  was  again  submitted  to  Congress  at  its  last  session, 
bat  no  action  taken  thereon.  * 

The  titles  to  the  sites  of  Fort  Brown  and  Binggold  Barracks  have 
long  been  in  litigation,  and  thus  far  no  clear  and  satisfactory  titles  have 
been  obtained.    Efforts  to  this  end,  however,  are  still  being  made. 

Ten  bnildings  have  been  destroyed  by  fire  during  the  year:  a  hay- 
shed  at  Vancouver  depot,  two  sets  of  officers'  quarters  at  Fort  SUl, 
bake-house  at  Fort  Hays,  engine-house  at  Saint  Louis  Barracks,  planing- 
mill  and  engine-house  at  Fort  Union,  frame  building  at  David's  Island, 
New  York  Harbor,  two  old  Buildings  at  Fort  Monroe,  Government  saw- 
mill at  Fort  D.  A.  BusselL 

The  War  Department  has  for  many  years  owned  certain  buildings  and 
land  on  Penn  street,  Pittsburgh.  Its  sale  was  recommended  to  Con- 
gress on  the  12th  of  December,  1874,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  who 
asked  authority  to  sell  it.  Ko  action  was  taken  on  the  subject.  I  think 
the  application  was  a  mistake.  The  property,  though  not  continuously 
occupied,  is  valuable  to  the  United  States,  and  is  needed  from  time  to 
time.  It  is  now  occupied  as  a  recruiting-depot,  for  which  it  is  well 
adapted,  and  its  use  saves  the  expense  of  renting  a  building  in  Pitts- 
burgh for  this  purpose. 

MnJTABY  BESEBTES  DECI.ABED. 

Three  military  reserves  have  been  declared  during  the  year  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States:  that  at  New  Camp  Grant,  Arizona, 
April  17, 1876 ;  Camp  Lowell,  Arizona,  October  26, 1875 ;  Fort  Abra- 
ham Lincolui  Dakota,  December  17, 1875. 
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nEQULAU  AND  mSCELLAyEOI'S  STJPPLn'S. 

Animalif. 

1,370  cavalry  luui  nrtillery  Loraes  wore  purobaacd  doriugtlie  year,  i 
thoooBtof  8l50,lC2.()L*i  average  price,  8U5.67.  26  other  faorsea  eo 
?4,988.82;  average  price,  8101.87.  875  mules  were  bongbt  for  908,(^9;  ] 
average  price,  8112.79.  ."10  oxen  were  bought  for  $1,125 ;  average  price 
837.50,  l^fl  horses  hnve  been  sold  for  850,533.73  j  average  price  f 
which  sold,  837.10.  345  mules  sold  for  812,115.93 ;  average  price  iv' 
ir.ei1,  830.12. 

Sumtnarif  of  animals  in  service. 

There  were  in  .service  1st  July,  1875, 10,137  Ijorses,  9,730  maias,  l 
51  oxen.  4 

Pnruhaaed  dorlug  the  year,  takeu  up  astray,  1,455  horses,  903  d 
and  30  oxcd. 

Sold,  died,  strayed,  and  stolen  or  abandoned  during  the  year,  1,8 
horses,  S0.5  mules,  7  oxen.  ^ 

R«inniuing  in  ser\'ioe  on  30Ui  Jane,  0,705  horses,  0,837  mnJes,  and  % 
oxen. 

Fiiel,/oragCf  rtiirf  straic. 

Iiiiines  of  fuel  i'or  use  have  been  during  tbo  year,  1.33,503  cords  i 
wood.  17,115  tons  aiitliracito  coal,  and  1C.G()5  tons  of  bituminous  ccmU. 

Of  forage  the  issues  have  been,  of  com,  592,782  bushels ;  oata,  834,912 
basbels;  of  barley,  i:i0,»03  bushels;  of  hay,  52,360  tons ;  of  stmir, 3,370 
tons;  of  bran,  45,072  bushels;  of  fodder,  31^  tons.  _ 

Contracts.  H 

Tliore  were  filed  in  tliisoiDce  during  the  year  COC  contract*  far  th^ 
following  supplies,  vi:t :  31,-118,542  jionnfla  of  corn;  19,010,-185  poondii 
of  ootfi ;  894,345  pounds  of  barley ;  303,337  pounds  of  brau ;  87,181,358 
jKHinds  of  hay;  112,010  corda  of  wood;  50,042,833  pounds  of  coal: 
34,333  jwunds  of  charcoal ;  GO  for  the  delivery  of  snch  qoaatUies  of 
lV)i-l,  forage,  and  straw  as  might  l>o  required  under  them,  the  qnan^tieB 
being  indetlnite. 

Wagons,  ainhiilances,  and  haiiiess. 

Seventy-five  O-muIe  wagons  were  purchased  dnring  the  year  Of  H. 
Rothert,  of  KeokuK-,  Iowa,  at  8149.60  each. 

Shops  for  manufacture  of  army- wagons  were  erected  on  leased  land 
Indiana,  near  the  JeB'ersonville  depot  of  the  Quartermasters  Depwt- 
inent,  and  material  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  811,400.52  for  the 
faotare  thereat  of  200  army- wagons. 

Ono  hundred  and  nine  wagons  were  constructed,  at  an  average  . 
for  fflat«riat  and  labor  (not  including  cost  of  shops,  and  muchinerv,  ai 
tools)  of  8129,50. 

This  establishment  has  been  closed,  and  the  machinery  and  mat 
Rtorcil  within  thi;  ample  space  nf  tho  Jeffersonville  depot,  and  coni 
lias  been  made,  after  due  adveni.sement,  with  n  Una  iu  Lcavenwi 
Kans.,  for  the  manufacture  and  delivery  of  50  wagons,  2  and  4  borae, 
mitlo  wagouH,of  the  new  model  adopted  on  report  of  a  board  of  ofiir  ' 
at  tho  price  of  802.50  etu!li. 

SevQutven  spring  wagons  wmu  parchased  dnring  the  year  for  ase  at 
various  posts. 


J 
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>]'.  frtisement,  were   niiulo  for  20  sprj 
il  20  ambolannw,  ^Vbijeliii);  DioiIeL  to  lie 
i    depot,  at  *173.50each  for  the  (onner, 

'..iiiuce^ 

'Hiebainl  of  u:lli.'t:.^  ivii^rrvd  to  id  tbe  last  anunal  rejKirt,  as  a«Heiu- 
titnd  by  tlie  Serretary  of  War  to  discDiu  tlie  sabjeot  of  raodeU  of  ainbu- 
lances  for  nsa  Id  thb  Army,  made  a  preliminary  report,  recomaieodiuic 
Uie  oonstmctioD  ia  the  UoTerameDt  sbops  of  tlie  OitluaDoe  Depiutitt^l 
of  »  few  experimvntal  atubalaooes. 

Tbisoffloe  reooouiieniled  tbnt  tbeybebailt  by  the  QaartenoaBtat's 
Dapartnient.  Tho  Secretary-  ii(  War  difcitleil  tbat  tiieir  constroctiOD 
■dioald  be  eommitteil  to  the  Ordnance  Department,  and  six  noiboluiceii 
aoil  tbreo  mudvls,  qnarter-lize,  and  ona  medual  tronaport-cart  lutve 
*~~  1  ao  ooustroctvil.  ^For  iIipm  the  Qaartermaster's  appropriation  haa 
1,  tbnmgh  tlio  TruaHiiry  accoaoUDg-ofileeni,  the  miin  of  tifiGO-TtH,  an  J 

m  mJ  wppwtonancf,  at  >808.10^  mdk f^.BS  48  I 

■  tart 417  HI  I 

_ .iri»^«»aiWftwJi KH»  I 

iMabnlteoo-IHIw  niuilol,  i  din aC  Ifi  ] 


Tliero  reuain  3  mulmliuioM  which  hare  been  coutmsirfHl,  bnt  not  jret 
completnl,  the  ezaotooBt  of  which  is  not  known  to  this  [>t-iuirtin(<ot. 

Tbela»tcoDtnu;t  for  atnbalatMiie  made  bjr  thin  offlcu  wan  that  men- 

Uoned  above,  for  twenty  ambttlaooes  of  the  Whwling  iwitirru,  which 

did  the  work  of  the  late  war,  at  $U9JI0  each. 

SoOoal  rHwrt  fhun  tho  board  has  a«  yet  been  received. 

StatemeotLu  tabBbu-formof  artteleaoif  ctothingoa  ham),  purchaanl 

•ir  maoabctored,  iMoed,  and  reualoJog  in  store,  accouiiantiM  tlii«  report. 

The  iirineiiul  items  of  laene  daring  the  year  were :  4,050  hats ;  4,noo 

□nifiinu  ca|w;   3.1,000  fora^»cape;  0,0(10  cap^xtvcrs;   1,404   bdmets: 

l^iia   Duitonn  ooaU;  23,220  lined  and  4,668  unllned  bloases;  7,800 

liiu^l  ;iri.l    ■x'<,c.  ii:illtiMl  flaand  aack-eoaU;  13,013  great^Mats;  '.'SS 

••tf  I  I  •'  frocks ;  39,430  tionaets,  foot ;  :i0^14  horseuien'a 

mill  h.'l  shirts;  80,261  drawers;  :::i,000  boots ;  .'»;»4 

■fao  Liid  arctic  orershoee;  120,000  xtiX'kiBgs;  102,000 

Bcii  '\ooWa   mltteus;  88  pairs  bade  glurvH;  24,331 

W(>.  .  i.iOt  mbl>er  blankets. 

l:;  Stfcreiary  of  War,  1,000  ooodeaned  great-eoatR 

-  :  :ini1  :i.l  November,  1875,  to  Uie  snfferer*  by  the 

'    ■■.  Sev. 

:iM  aliirta  were  made  In  the  previoos  year 
innel  in  atore  which  wua  uol  i-ooiudereil 
:  iv<>  been  issaed  dnriDn  the  past  yenrto 
and  tiikvf  ;;iw'[j  ■utttniaiiUoD.    In  the  Aehl  ibis  abirt  ia  a  corn* 
il  caavunii'nt  garment. 
ity-Ovo  tbooiuod  pair*  wonted  stockings  were  pnrdiaaed  doriaf 
r  aad  iuaed  on  trial  to  tbe  Army.    X»  reports  yet  rwxived  en** 
na  to  deli>jmtno  tbiur  \'alae  iu  comparison  wltL  the  ntandard  voolen 
stocking. 

To  m««t  a  want  fdl  io  the  Army,  the  Secretary  of  Wur,  on  l.Sth  Sep< 
tesibur,  ifiia,  (III  ivconiiDendation  of  the  Ai^tlng  Qnartf nnoster-Qenai^ 
ilburlcMl  iuuis  nt  jiil  Ion-Hacks  to  the  Iroopn.  Tbcy  aru  made  Irom  a 
y  largv  stock  of  litiellf  r  t^iitt  in  store.  Their  i&»ae  has  made  it  necea- 
^l^^BcoMaUwsMtuhly  Mlkiwoowof  sUas(u«alu;wlaM|tb. .  — 


U0DUit;;i.><in.i 

Ten  thua-'t.i 
n  a  quacj  i 
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A  coDsiderable  sapply  of  clothing  remained  on  band  at  the  close  of 
tlie  year,  and  with  the  anderstanding  that  this  reserve,  very  necessary 
in  any  prudent  and  wise  military  system,  might,  in  the  demand  for 
economy,  bo  nearly  all  consumed  during  the  current  fiscal  year,  the 
estimate  for  clothing  and  equipage  for  this  year,  1876-'77,  was  reduced 
about  two-thirds,  and  appropriation  made  accordingly. 

The  annual  cost  of  clothing  and  equipage  for  the  Army  is,  by  the  ex- 
perience  of  years,  from  $1,500,000  to  $1,600,000.  This  appropriation, 
with  the  use  of  the  material  remaining  on  hand  since  the  war,  enabled 
the  Department  gradually  to  accumulate  an  Issuing  or  working  stock 
which  will  now  be  dissipated. 

The  shoes  purchased  for  the  Army,  for  ^veral  years  past,  are  made 
upon  a  machine  which  makes  a  braas-wire  screw  in  the  act  of  serewisg 
it  into  the  sole.  The  Estabrook  and  wire-clinching  screw  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Department  by  its  manufacturers,  who  claimed 
that  its  use  makes  quite  as  good  and  durable  a  shoe  as  the  French 
machine.  Fifty  pairs  famished  by  the  manufacturers,  at  their  own 
expense,  were  distributed  for  trial  to  t^e  troops  at  Fort  Dodge,  Kansas, 
and  Fort  Concho,  Texas.  The  residt  was  so  favorable  that  specifics- 
tions  for  boots  and  shoes  have  been  so  modified  as  to  admit  these  boots 
and  shoes  to  competition  in  future  contracts. 

Many  shoe-merchants  claim  that  the  hemlock  leather  is  quite  as  dura- 
ble and  good  as  the  oak-tanned  leather,  which  is  the  Government  Army 
standard.  A  Congress  of  leather-dealers  will  assemble  in  Phila- 
delphia during  the  present  month,  and  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  on  duty  at  the  Philadelphia  clothing  depot,  have  been 
instructed  to  attend  its  meetings  and  to  report  any  information  of  value 
to  this  office. 

As  the  black  stripe  and  letters  "  TJ.  S.,''  now  used  to  mark  the  Army 
blanket,  appear  to  ii\jure  its  durability,  arrangements  have  been  made 
to  substitute  indigo-blue  letters  and  stripes  in  future  contracts. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  continuing  the  use  of  the  moth  and 
mildew  preservative  process  of  Cowles  &  Co..for  which  large  appropria- 
tions have  been  made  in  former  years.  Under  an  opinion  of  the 
Attorney-General  the  Acting  Quartermaster-General  directed,  on  the  22d 
November,  1875,  that  the  sum  of  $39,040.07  should  be  applied  to  pay- 
ment of  labor  in  applying  the  process ;  nothing  to  be  paid  as  royalty  for 
use  of  the  patent  process.  With  this  money,  114,406  yards  of  cloth  and 
kersey  were  subjected  to  the  proceSvS  at  a  cost  of  $19,478,05,  and  with 
the  rest  of  the  money,  $19,562.02,  610  wall-tents,  1,611  common  or  «  A" 
tent«,  and  18,000  shelter-tents  were  subjected  to  the  process. 

During  the  year,  by  direction  of  the  Acting  Quartermaster-General, 
500  tents  were  furnished  with  PuUen's  patent  ventilator^  at  a'  cost  of 
$2,500.  They  were  issued  to  troops  for  trial,  with  instructions  to  report 
upon  their  advantages. 

The  law  of  16th  June,  1874,  requires  the  use  of  certain  articles  of  the 
old-pattern  clothing  before  purchase  and  issue  of  the  corresponding  ar- 
ticles of  the  new  uniform  to  the  troops.  Officers  have  been  instructed 
to  enforce  this  law,  which  is  found  to  be  very  distasteful  to  the  soldiers. 

The  principal  depots  for  the  manufacture,  purchase,  and  storage  of 
military  clothing  and  equipage  are  the  old  Schuylkill  arsenal  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  the  new  quartermaster's  depot  at  Jefiersonvillo,  Ind.  At  both, 
fire-proof  buildings  have  been  erected  since  the  war,  and  during  the  pa^t 
year  some  important  additions  to  the  means  of  manufacture  have  been 
made.  An  endless-band  knifC;  like  the  band-saw,  but  with  a  keeii, 
smooth  edge  instead  of  saw-teeth,  has  been  placed  in  each  depot    This 
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mftchine  readily  cats  tbroagh  130  thicknesses  of  cloth,  and  very  mnch 
diminishes  the  work  of  catting  oat  sach  iirticles  as  can  be  handled  in 
bnik  on  a  table,  sach  as  bed-sacks,  overalls,  stable-frocks,  and  colored 
facings  for  nniform  coats. 

For  catting  oat  woolen  trousers,  coats,  &c.,  one  of  Alvin  Warth's 
cloth-catting  machines,  of  one-half  inch  feed,  has  been  placed  in  the 
Philadelphia  depot  It  cost  $2,525.00,  and  has  paid  for  itself.  The  pat- 
entee having  advanced  his  price  fbr  this  machine  since  this  purchase  to 
$3,570.00,  which  is  deemed  too  high,  and  the  price  demanded  for  the 
inch-feed  machine  of  same  construction  being  $6,620.00,  none  has  been 
purchased  ibr  the  Jeifersonville  depot 

Jeffersonville  depot  was  provided  with  steam-power  some  years  since, 
immediately  after  its  construction.  Steam-power  and  steam-heating  ap- 
paratus were  during  the  past  year  introduced  into  the  Philadelphia  de- 
pot, much  cheapening  the  work  and  putting  an  end  to  great  danger 
from  heating-stoves  heretofore  used  in  the  shops. 

The  grounds  of  the  Schuylkill  arsenal  have  been  improved  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Fred.  Law  Olmstead.  Iliose  of  the  Jeffersonville 
depot  have  for  several  years  been  laid  out  and  planted  upon  a  plan  by 
the  same  eminent  landscape  architect  and  engineer. 

A  collection  of  the  samples  of  clothing  and  equipage,  and  of  the 
wagons,  ambulances,  and  other  military  material  provided  by  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department  has  been  made  and  placed  in  the  Government 
buildiqg  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia.  To  this  collec- 
tion a  medal  and  diploma  have  been  awarded  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  Centennial  Exhibition. 

A  board  of  officers  of  line  and  staff  was  constituted,  upon  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Acting  Quartermaster-General,  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  27th  of  December  last,  (Special  Orders,  Adjutant- 
General's  Office,  No.  264,)  to  consider  various  subjects  relating  to  the 
Quartermaster's  Department 

The  following  subjects  were  laid  before  them  by  this  office : 

1.  The  mode  of  supplying  clothing  and  equipage  to  the  Army  :— The 
board  recommended,  and  the  War  Department  approved  and  directed, 
that  estimates  for  clothing  and  equipage  should  be  consolidated  by  de- 
partments and  forwarded,  with  one  copy  of  each  post  estimate,  through 
the  proper  channels,  so  as  to  reach  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office 
early  in  June  of  each  year. 

That  clothing  for  troops  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific  be 
forwarded  in  bulk  to  the  San  Francisco  Depot,  and  distributed  under 
direction  of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Division. 

That  clothing  for  troops  in  the  Departments  of  the  Missouri  and  of 
Texas  be  forwarded  in  bulk  to  the  depot  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  dis- 
tributed to  posts  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the 
Missouri. 

That  clothing  for  other  troops  be  sent  direct  to  posts  firom  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Jeffersonville  general  depots  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment 

2.  Avery's  mess-pan.    Board  reported  not  adapted  to  the  service. 

3.  The  increase  in  the  length  of  the  tongue  in  soldiers'  shoes ;  re^m- 
mended  and  ordered. 

4.  A  flexible-shank  shoe  submitted  by  Mr.  Heath,  of  Boston ;  not 
approved. 

5.  An  improvement  in  the  fit  of  the  collar  of  the  uniform  coat  recom* 
mended. 

6  and  7.  Trousers  and  great-coats  of  an  improved  pattern  recom* 
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mended  and  adopted.  Standards  made,  sealed,  and  distribnted  to 
depots  of  purchase  and  manufacture. 

8.  Arctic  overshoes,  pattern  designate^  ^' snow-excluders,''  recom- 
mended and  adopted. 

9  and  10.  Issue  of  seal-skin  caps  and  gauntlets  for  troops  in  high 
northern  latitudes,  approved. 

11  and  12.  The  issue  of  musical  instruments — ^trumpets,  bugles,  fifes, 
and  drums ;  also  of  company,  regimental,  and  post  books,  was  consid- 
ered. The  recommendations  of  the  board  are  to  be  carried  into  eflEeet, 
as  the  large  stock  of  former  styles  in  store  is  e^austed. 

13.  The  Goyle  army  iron  gas-pipe  bunk  favorably  reported  on  and 
admitted  to  competition  in  future  contracts. 

14.  The  board  recommended  a  new  woolen  campaign-hat,  that  adopted 
in  1872  having  proved  a  failure.  Standard  samples  have  been  proenred, 
sealed,  and  placed  in  the  depots,  and  15,000  have  been  purchased  and 
are  being  issued  for  trial. 

15.  Complaints  having  been  made  of  want  of  uniformity  in  the 
uniform  of  officers  of  the  Army,  the  board  considered  the  subject  and 
prepared  a  description  of  each  article  of  officers'  regulation  uniform. 

The  War  Department  has  directed  that  this  be  embodied  in  the  new 
edition  of  the  Army  Begulationa  in  course  of  preparation.  Copies  of 
ttie  proceedings  of  the  board  are  with  this  report. 

SOLDIEBS'  ASYLT7M. 

TramferH  of  clothing  to  the  Ifational  Home  for  Disabled  Volunteers. 

The  act  of  January  23, 1873,  extended  the  act  of  22d  March,  18G7, 
for  relief  of  maimed  and  destitute  soldiers  to  all  who  have  been  or  who 
are  in  the  national  asylums,  so  as  to  give  to  each  one  a  suit  of  clothing, 
or  its  equivalent  in  clothing,  from  the  stock  on  hand  in  the  Qnarter- 
master's  Department. 

The  act  of  18th  June,  1874,  directed  the  Secretary  of  War  to  reserve 
from  sale  10,000  complete  suits  from  the  surplus  stock  of  old  and 
disuseil  Army  uniform-clothing  then  in  the  Quartermaster's  Depart* 
ment  of  tlie  Army,  and  to  transfer  the  same  to  the  National  Home  for 
Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers ;  or,  if  complete  suits  are  not  on  hand  or 
cannot  be  supplied,  tlie  equivalent  thereof  in  other  clothing  suitable  for 
the  disabled  veterans  of  the  National  Home  aforesaid. 

Statements  marked  <^  F  "  and  <'  G,"  accompanying  this  report,  contain 
a  statement  of  the  transfers  made  from  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment under  these  laws. 

As  complete  suits  of  the  clothing  designated  in  the  act  of  18th  of 
June,  1874,  could  not  be  supplied,  the  National  Homo  on  the  7th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1875,  asked  that  it  '^  he  credited  upon  the  books  of  the'  Depart- 
ment with  10,000  suits,  at  $22.03,  amounting  to  $220,300.  But.  aa  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  has  not  the  standard  sizes  of  clothing, 
BO  as  to  give  assorted  sizes  according  to  the  regulations,  and  as  th^3* 
have  neither  stockings,  drawers,  shirts,  nor  trousers  that  can  be  sup- 
plied under  the  act,  the  National  Home  is  willing  to  take  as  equiva- 
lents as  many  of  such  condemned  and  unserviceable  suits  of  clothing 
as  the  Quartermaster's  Department  may  wish  to  dispose  of  at  the  aver- 
age  price  which  like  goods  have  sold  for  at  auction,  or  at  a  price  to  be 
fixed  by  a  board  of  survey,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
or  the  Quartermaster-General,  as  the  Secretary  may  prefer." 

The  Secretary  of  War,  on  9th  of  February,  1875,  approved  this  proposi* 
tion,  and  on  the  11th  appointed  (by  Special  Orders  No.  20,  Adjutant-Qen< 
eral's  Office,  1875)  Maj.  L.  H.Pelouze,  Maj.  S,CiI(yford,  aud.iPirst  Lieut.  R 
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M.  Camp  to  coostitiite  the  Board  of  Survey.  This  board  haviu;^  i^ecom- 
mended  that  the  coudemned  articles  be  issued  to  the  Katioual  Home  at 
the  average  prices  which  such  articles  had  brought  at  auction  when 
sold  by  the  Government,  on  18th  February,  the  Secretary  approved  the 
report  of  the  Board,  and  directed  the  appointment  of  an  inspector  to 
condemn  the  clothing,  which  was  accordingly  iuspecteil,  condemned,  - 
and  transferred  at  these  prices. 

It  is  to  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  the  price  of  $22.03  for  a 
complete  suit  was  the  price  paid  for  serviceable  clothing,  fit  to  be  issued 
to  and  worn  by  the  soldiers  in  active  service. 

Under  this  decision  there  was  tamed  over  to  the  National  Ilome  as 
equivalents  for  10,000  suits  of  old  and  disused  Army  clothing,  at  $22.03, 
valued  at  $220,300.00,  the  following  articles : 

74,S15 hate,  at 8|  cento |C,54G  31 

83,018  forage-caps,  at  21  cento 8,282  99 

44,011  great-coato,  at  12.40 105,026  40 

49,015  uniform-Jackets,  at  46i  ceuto ^.791  97 

4,823  nniform-coato, coudemned,  at  82i cento 3,970  93 

34,450  saok-coats,  lined,  at  60^  cento 27,828  90 

40,498  8ack-coato,  nnlined,  at  49|  cento 20,114  01 

3,583 paits booto, newcd, at $1.30^ 4,669  84 

11,723  pairs  boote,  pegged,  at  $1.24J 14,595  3(5 

3^  pairs  booto,  odd,  at  $1.24^ 4  13 

2,660  pairs  shoes,  sewed,  at  $1.02f 2,751  47 

1,660  uniform-coats,  old  pattern,  at  89  cento 1,477  40 

4,081  trousers,  at  |1.92i 7,845  72 

Total $220,305  43 

The  Board  of  officers  of  the  lino  and  staff,  assembled  at  Philadelphia, 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  January  19, 1875,  to  consider  the 
subject  of  military-transportation  harness  recommended  changes  in 
the  specifications  for  harness  heretofore  used.  The  new  si>eciflcatioDS 
have  been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  published  for  infor< 
mation  and  use  in  making  harness.    (Copies  are  with  this  report) 

Only  a  few  model  sets  have  been  made,  the  stock  of  harness  in  Depot 
having  sufficed  for  the  wants  of  the  year. 

A  Board  of  officers  of  liue  and  staff  was  convened  at  Philadelphia  by 
order  of  the  War  Department,  December  27, 1875,  to  consider  and 
report  upon  various  subjects  connected  with  the  Quartermaster's  De- 
partment.   A  copy  of  their  report  is  submitted  herewith. 

The  fc^owing  subjects  have  been  discussed  by  this  Board : 

They  prepared  and  submitted  specifications  for  a  two-horse  and  for  a 
four  horse  or  mule  wagon,  recommended  for  adoption  and  use  in  the 
Army.  Approved  contracts  have  been  made  for  fifty  wagons,  two- 
horse  and  Ibur-horse,  after  due  advertisement,  at  $92.50  each,  to  be 
made  and  delivered  at  Leavenworth,  Kaus.,  to  the  Depot  at  Fort 
Leavenworth. 

iiecommended  specifications  for  four-mule-ambulance  harness. 

Approved  for  trial,  and  harness  for  100  mules  contracted  for ;  which, 
when  received,  will  be  sent  to  the  posts  for  trial. 

This  board  recommended  that  lor  the  cavalry  the  Goodenough  patent 
horseshoe  be  used,  and  for  the  draught  horses  and  mules  the  Good- 
enough,  both  iron  and  steel,  and  the  Burden  and  Schoenberger. 

That  Walton's  patent  galvanized  iron  feed-boxes  be  adopted  for  Army 
use. 

That  horses  be  used  in  the  Quartermaster  Department  for  draught  in 
Korthem  andEastem  States,  and  in  certain  large  cities,  and  for  mounting 
wagon-masters  and  others,  but  that  mules  continue  to  be  used  for 
draught  generally  throughout  the  Army. 
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Tiioy  recommended  certain  slight  chaages  in  the  Bpeoificatioos  fot  p 
cbose  of  Iior»cs  and  tnules. 

That  tbfl  Eoystone  I'ortable  Forge  bo  adopted,  not  to  the  exdotiqn  of 
others,  however. 

Examiniiif;  the  claims  of  vaiioas  chemical  and  other  lire-cxtiiigtuab- 
«r8,  they  recommended  the  Jobason's  Portable  Hand  Force-Pnmp  astha 
most  uaeful  of  the  small  extiaguisbers. 

Ihey  cocommended  au  iocreaae  of  3  poaads  in  the  alloiraace  of  stnw 
for  each  eDlistcd  man  aud  laaodrcss,  raisiug  the  allowance  from  13 
pounds  Iter  month  to  1.1  pounds  [ler  month. 

All  These  recommendationa  received  the  approval  of  the  WarDepazt- 
ment,  and  are  being  carried  into  execution  either  ponuanently  or  on, 
trial. 

A  similar  Board  of  officers  assembled  at  Omaha,  tinder  Special  Ordcn 
Xo.  6S,  War  Department,  Adjutant-Oenerars  Office,  April  17,  I87S,to 
BODsider  the  subject  of  Stoves,  heating  and  cooking,  in  the  Army,  made 
n  report,  of  which  a  printed  copy  is  submitted.  Tbeyrccommetidadfler* 
tain  plans  and  specitlcations,  and  a  supply  table,  all  of  which  have  been 
approved,  and  contracts  for  s  moderato  supply  of  200  stoves  have  been 
advertised  for.    The  contracts  faavo  not  yet  been  awarded. 

pntE  APPABATl'B. 

Some  of  tbe  liirger  military  L>osts  have  Ktoam  fire-en giue« ;  others  have 
band-engines  or  chemical  fire-engines,  of  which  tbe  engine  made  by  tbM 
Champiou  Fire  Extiugnishcr  Company,  of  Louisville,  is  preferred. 

A  supply  of  portable  chemical  fire-extiuguisbors  of  various  patt 
was,  some  years  siuce,  distributed  to  uearlj'  all  tbe  miUtary  poste, 
at  all  the  pustd  a  sufficient  number  of  Johnson's  hand  farco-pamp«  hai 
been  placed  to  be  used  at  the  first  discovery  of  tlri<  in  tbe  buiidtags. 

Tbp  frontier  posts,  as  a  rule,  are  constructed  of  very  tnltai 
materials,  and  unless  a  fire  is  attaekcd  in  tbe  very  outset,  it  aooD  gaii  _ 
loo  much  force  to  bo  overcome,  before  the  building  in  which  it  origtnatel 
is  consumed. 

The  small,  ebe»[>,  and  very  [>ortablc  Johnson's  band  forcQ-poiap  ^>- 
pears  to  save  more  property  from  fire  than  all  tbe  other  beamier, 
ehdwrate,  and  eostlj'  apparatus  supplied. 

Iteporta  continno  to  be  received  ot  itjn  value  and  eOlcittncy. 

Experiments  have  been  made  with  Strangelaud's  patent  Gi 
Steamer,  but  definite  resolts  are  uol  yet  reacfaetf. 

NATIOSAl,  MnjTAEY  CEMETKEIKS. 

Oa  July  1, 1875,  there  wore  seventy-soveu  national  militai?  CfucteEftik 
This  number  was  inerenjwd  by  tbe  addition  to  the  list  of  the  oemotety  tf 
Fort  Saint  Philip,  La. ;  that  at  Finn's  Point,  N.  J.,  opposite  Fort  l>oli 
ware;  that  at  Fort  Vancouver,  Wash.  T.;  tbe  Woodlawn  Ct^imcUry,  1 
Elmtra,  K.  V.,  and  that  at  Danville,  Ky. 

Tbe  cemetery  at  Whitehall,  Pa.,  was  dropped  from  the  list  of  lutio 
cemeteries  during  tbo  year,  leaving  the  number  on  the  30tb  of  Joi 
1876,  eighty-one. 

Kuco  that  date  tbre>o  cemoteries  have  been  dropi)ed  ftom  the  Urt  ^ 
national  military  c*>meterles  nod  restored  to  their  former  atauding  a 
post  EcmeUiricit,  \ir.:  those  at  Fort  St.  Pbilip,  Lti.;  Fort  YnaooDTfli 
W.  T-:  and  iit  .Saota  IV,  >'.  Mex. 

There  were  ii'venty  supcrinlondeuts  of  national  military  c«id 
oo  tbe  Ut  of  July.  1875.    During  the  year  thr«>  were  diacbarged,  i. 
died,  and  Into  n-stgned.    Seven  were  npt>oiut«d ;  leaving  the  namtMVl 
fl  aercaty-<m« 
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As  OoDgre68,  at  the  last  session,  appropriated  for  only  seventy,  one 
more  has  been  discharged  since  the  passage  of  the  appropriation  bill, 
reducing  the  number  in  service  to  seventy,  as  provided  for  by  the  new 
law. 

The  superintendent  of  the  Santa  F6  National  Military  Cemetery  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Mound  City  Cemetery,  Illinois. 

The  cemeteries  generally  are  now  in  excellent  condition. 

The  appropriatioa  for  maintaining  and  improving  the  national  ceme* 
teries  for  the  fiscal  year  was  $160,000.00.  As  the  works  of  grading  and 
drainage  and  planting  approach  completion,  the  cost  of  maintenance  can 
be  diminished. 

With  the  appropriation  of  the  present  year,  contracts  were  made  for 
erecting  lodges,  as  required  by  tiie  law  of  February  22d,  1867,  at  Gamp 
Kelson,  Lebanon  and  Logan's  Cross-Boads,  Ky. ;  at  Pittsburg  I^mding 
and  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn. ;  at  LitUe  Bock,  Ark. ;  and  at  Salisbury,  N.  O. 

All  of  these  have  been  completed  except  SoUsbniy  and  Fort  Donelson, 
which  are  to  be  finished  this  fall. 

With  the  same  appropriation  the  following  cemeteries  have  been  in- 
closed by  walls  of  masonry,  viz:  Olendale,  Seven  Pines,  and  Poplar 
Grove,  Ya. ;  and  Wilmington,  If.  C. 

Contracts  have  been  made  during  the  present  fiscal  year  for  an  in* 
closing-wall  at  Finn's  Point,  N.  J.,  and  for  a  lodge  at  the  Grafton, 
(West  Virginia)  cemetery.    These  are  now  building. 

During  the  winter,  it  is  proposed  to  make  contracts  for  inclosing- walls 
at  Beaufort  and  Florence,  S.  C.,  and  at  Yorktown,  Ya.,  which,  with  the 
ordinary  expense  of  maintenance,  will  probably  exhaust  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  current  fiscal  year. 

The  following  eight  cemeteries  will  then  still  need  lodges;  Alexandria, 
Port  Hudson,  and  Batou  Bonge,  La. }  Andersonville,  Ga. ;  Beverly,  N. 
J.;  Cave  HiU,  Ky.;  Fort  MoPherson,  Kebr<;  and  Fort  Gibson,  Ind. 
Ter. 

Walls  will  still  be  needed  at  Alexandria  and  Baton  Bonge,  La.,  Ander- 
sonville, Ga. ;  Fort  McPherson,  Nebr. ;  Fort  Gibson,  Lid.  Ter. ;  and  at 
Grafton,  West  Ya. 

The  lodges  at  Mobile,  Fort  Barrancas,  Camp  Butler,  Fort  Smith,  and 
at  the  Gettysburg  cemeteries  were  enlarged  during  the  year,  and  office 
buildings  were  erected  at  Jefferson  Barracks  and  Natcdhez  cemeteries, 
the  lodges  at  these  places  having  proved  too  small  to  allow  of  an  office- 
room  being  set  apart  for  the  accommodation  of  visitors. 

Wood-sheds,  tool  and  other  outhouses  were  built  at  the  City  of  Mexico 
cemetery  and  at  Port  Hudson,  Camp  Ndson,  Chattanooga,  Culpeper, 
Finn's  Point,  Keokuk,  and  Winchester  cemeteries,  and  at  the  Soldiers' 
Home  cemetery,  District  of  Columbia. 

Stands  lor  use  on  decoration  day  were  constructed,  by  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  at  the  Keokuk  cemetery  and  at  the  Bock  Island  cem- 
etery. 

The  Fort  Scott  cemetery  has  been  underdrained  and  the  roads  mao* 
adamized.  The  drainage  at  Corinth,  Danville,  Winchester,  Jefferson 
Barracks,  Hampton,  and  Yioksborg  has  been  improved. 

New  roads  have  been  construct^  at  Arlington,  and  a  new  approach 
at  Jefferson  Barracks  cemetery. 

New  flag-8taff9  have  been  set  up  at  Beaufort,  Florence,  Fort  Harrison, 
Grafton,  Seven  Pines,  Winchester,  and  Santa  F6  cemeteries. 

Cisterns  have  been  constructed  at  Camp  Nelson,  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Gettysburg,  Lebanon,  Seven  Pines,  and  Yicksburg  cemeteries. 

At  the  Fort  McPherson  and  at  the  Santa  F^  (N.  Mex.)  cemeteries,  where 
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irrigation  is  necessary  to  maintain  any  verdure,  a  supply  of  water  has 
been  provided  by  wells  and  wind-mills. 

The  soldiers'  monument  at  Salisbury  cemetery,  for  which  Congress 
made  a  special  appropriation  of  $10,000,  has  been  completed  and  erected. 
It  is  an  obelisk,  and  stands  upon  a  properly-moulded  and  decorated  die, 
resting  upon  several  stone  steps.  The  whole  height  is  38}  feet,  of  which 
the  otelisk,  a  monolithic  shaft,  constitutes  30f  feet.  The  wdght  of  the 
obelisk  is  twenty-five  tons ;  of  the  dies,  nineteen  tons«  The  whole  has 
been  well  executed  in  granite,  and  completed  and  erected  for  the  snm 
appropriated. 

The  principal  subjects  of  expenditure  from  the  appropriation  for  main- 
tenance of  the  national  military  cemeteries  during  the  year  have  been 
as  ibllows :  Building  indosing-walls,  $25,843.25 ;  lodges,  $29,159.07 ; 
rents,  $1,035 }  outhouses,  offices  at  the  cemeteries,  &c.,  $7,413.61 ; 
plbruts,  $1,998.05 ;  labor,  $44,292.23 ;  drainage  works,  $4,904.61 ;  bar- 
rack and  office  furniture,  $244.40 ;  tools,  stoves,  and  repairs,  $5,180.91 ;  im- 
provement of  grounds,  $13,308.77;  flag-staffs  and  monuments,  $2,502.15 ; 
water  supply,  $4,008.90 ;  purchase  and  rent  of  lands,  $2,928.35 ;  new 
and  re-interments^  $3,427.36 ;  miscellaneous,  $711.82 ;  total,  $146,959.98. 

The  number  of  interments  in  the  national  military  cemeteries  on  30th 
of  June,  1870,  was  310,356,  of  which  164,655  were  unknown  and  145,701 
known. 

The  work  of  ejecting  stone  blocks  over  the  graves  has  been  completed 
in  fifty-seven  of  the  cemeteries,  and  92,046  known  graves  and  87,242  un- 
known have  been  thus  marked.  One  hundred  and  serventy-nine  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  stones,  duly  engraved,  have  been 
erected. 

Aboat  15,500  known  and  17,400  unknown  remain  to  be  marked.  The 
work  has  been  well  done,  and  though  it  has  been  necessary  to  extend 
the  time  stipulated  in  the  original  contracts,  the  work  is  now  being  ex- 
ecuted with  energy,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  a  successful  com- 
pletion. 

Mr.  E.  P.  Doherty,  eontractor  for  the  Fredericksbui^  cemetery,  hav- 
ing failed,  the  work  was  completed  by  the  United  States.  The  contract 
of  Mr.  S.  6.  Bridges  has  been  completed. 

Most  of  the  stones  have  been  fiinushed  from  the  quarries  of  Sheldon 
&  Slason,  at  West  Rutland,  Y t,  and  to  the  energy  and  zeal  of  Mr.  Shel- 
don, who  was  not  the  original  contractor,  the  successful  completion  of 
the  work  will  be  due. 

There  are  about  17,000  graves  of  Union  soldiers  who  fell  during  the 
war  and  were  buried  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  in  various  pnb* 
lie  and  private  incorporated  cemeteries  not  known  as  national  military 
cemeteries.  Many  applications  are  made  for  the  erection  of  head-stones 
over  these  graves,  but  the  law  of  June  8, 1872,  makes  provision  only  for 
those  interred  in  the  national  military  cemeteries. 

Money  enough,  after  the  work  in  the  national  cemeteries  is  completed, 
will  remain  from  the  appropriation  of  $1,000,000,  made  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1873,  to  provide  all  these  with  permanent  monuments,  and  I 
recommend  that  a  portion  of  the  balance  be  re-appropriated  and  miule 
applicable  to  this  purpose.    The  snm  necessary  would  be  $60,000. 

The  reports  of  the  officers  now  on  duty  in  this  office,  Bvt.  Mi^.  Gen. 
S.  Van  Yliet,  Colonel  and  Assistant  Quartermaster-General ;  and  Bvt. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Bingham,  Lientenant-Oolonel  and  Deputy  Quartermaster- 
General  ;  Lieut  Col.  H«  C.  Hodges,  Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  as 
also  that  of  Bvt.  Lieut  Col.  A.  F.  Hockwell,  Assistant  Quartermaster  in 
charge  of  National  Cemeteries,  accomimny  this  report  With,  tliesa  re^ 
ports  will  be  found  a  number  of  papers  and  tabular  6tatfimimtB|.gteuig 
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very  full  information  upon  the  business  and  operations  of  the  Quarter- 
master's Department  during  the  fiscal  year. 

The  supplies,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
to  provide  and  deliver  to  the  Army,  have  been  promptly  furnished,  in 
ample  quantities  and  of  good  quality,  and,  under  the  contract  system, 
with  great  economy. 

Eespcctfully  submitted. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- Generalj  Brevet  Major 'General^  U.  8.  Army. 
Hon.  J.  D.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 

List  of  papers  accompanying  the  annual  report  of  the  Quariermaekr-General  for  iheJUcal 

year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

1.  Report  of  Col.  Stewart  Van  Vliet,  Assistant  Qaartenaaster-Genera), United  States 
Army,  of  the  inspection  branch  of  the  Qnartermaeter  OeneraVs  Office  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

A.— -Report  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  the  fiscal  year. 

B.— Report  of  the  stations  and  duties  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
July  1, 1876. 

C— List  of  lin&offlcersondutyas  acting  assistant  quartermasters,  and  of  the  stations 
at  which  they  have  served,  durinfc  the  fiscal  year. 

2.  ReiK>rt  of  Col.  Stewart  Van  Vliet,  Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  United  States 
Army,  of  the  operations  of  the  barracks  and  quarters  branch  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General's  Office  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

3.  Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Bingham,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  United  States 
Army,  of  the  operations  of  the  accounts  branch  of  the  Quartermasfcer-General's  Office 
^A^ng  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

4.  Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Bingham, deputy  quartermaster-general,  United  States 
Army,  of  the  operations  of  the^  clewing  nranch  of  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  :)0, 1^6. 

A.— Statement  of  articles  of  clothing,  camp  and  gaxriton  equipage  manufactured  and 
purchased,  and  issued,  sold,  lost,  &c.,  during  the  fiscal  year. 

B.--Statement  of  expenditures  on  account  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage 
during  the  fiscal  year. 

C. — Statement  of  expenditures  on  account  of  preservation  of  clothing,  equipage,  and 
materials  from  moth  and  mildew  during  the  fiscal  year. 

D.'^tatement  of  amounts  received  from  the  sale  of  surplus  serviceable,  (old  pat- 
tern,) unserviceable,  damaged,  and  irregular  articles  of  clothing,  &c.,  sold  at  the 
prineipal  depots  and  posts ;  also,  of  the  amount  derived  from  sales  to  officers,  during 
the  fiscal  year. 

Ed — Statement  of  amounts  received  and  expended  on  account  of  clothing,  camp  and 
garrison  equipage  during  the  fiscal  year. 

F. — Statement  of  clothing  issued  to  the  National  Home  for  Disabled  Volunteers  under 
the  act  of  January  23, 1873,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875 ;  also,  of  the 
total  quantity  of  clothing  issued  to  the  Home  under  the  act  of  June  18, 1674. 

G.— Statement  of  the  dotbing  issued  to  the  National  Home  for  Disabled  Volunteers 
under  the  act  of  January  23, 1873,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

H. — Statement  of  returns  of  clothinjo^,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  received  and  ex- 
amined, and  of  letters  received  and  written,  during  the  fiscal  year. 

L — Statement  of  the  employ6»  of  the  clotning  branch  of  the  Quartermaster-General's 
Office  during  the  fiscal  year. 

K.— Copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Officers  convened  by  paragraph  3, 
Special  Orders  No.  264,  W.  D.,  A.  G.  O.,  of  1875,  upon  various  subjects  laid  before  it 
pertaining  to  clothing,  campand  garrison  equipage. 

6.  Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Ilenry  C.  Hodges,  Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  United 
States  Armj^,  of  the  oiierations  of  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office  pertaining  to 
indebted  railroads,  regular  and  miscellaneous  supplies,  transportation,  miscellaneoua 
claims,  and  claims  under  the  act  of  July  4, 1864,  during  the  fiscal  year. 

A. — Statement  of  the  indobtetlness  of  railway  companies  for  railway  material,  &c.y 
purchased  of  tlio  United  States,  for  the  fiscal  year. 

B. — Specifications  for  four-bonio  Unitcfl  States  Army  wagon  harness. 

C. — Specifications  for  slx-horBo  United  States  Army  wagon  harness. 
.  D. — Specifications  for  a  two-horse  and  four-horse  or  mule  wagoii  harness. 

£./«^pecifications  for  four-mule  ambulance  harness. 

F. — ^Pamphlet  publishing  extract  from  ret>ort  of  Board  of  officers  appointed  bv  par- 
29  Ab  1  .  i 
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year. 
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Wau  WEPABTMENT, 
OppicE  COMMISSARY-GeNEBAL  op  SliBSISTBKOi:, 
WiuMngton,  i>.  C,  Octoba-  U\  187* 

Sir:  1  liavcj  tbo  honor  to  submit  tUo  following  report  of  tbe  opt 
lions  of  tho  SuVaistoncB  Doiiarttneut  of  tliti  Army  for  tbo  |iast  year : 

Tbn  amount  appropriate*!  lor  aubsigtcncn  of  the  Army  for  the  flag 
)'<>nr  ciidGd  Jane  30,  187(i,  yrtis  $2,JS4,330.    Tbis  amount,  althoagh  s 
oient  for  (be  purchase  of  subsistence  supplies  retiHireil  for  issoe  dtu 
that  HmcuI  year,  did  uot  ailbrd  the  means  for  tho  purcbose  of  f 
amounts  rtHiuir^d  to  malcu  tbo  nsiiiil  Rdv(uic«  sbipineuts  to  posts  io  I 
toaa,  Now  Mexico,  Texas,  and  other  loculiti^^  remote  from  the  w 
of  supply,  including  posts  on  iha  ITppur  Missouri ;  and  it  became  n 
Kitry  to  es|>ciid  u  porliou  of  the  ^30(i,(K)0  uiadc  uvailnbli^  for  tJiep 
by  the  act  approved  May  1,  187*1. 

The  itmouut  approprinlod  fur  tbo  current  li.scal  your  Mill  pre 
enable  tbu  Departmeut  tu  purcbaBC  all  the  Kitppltcs  rei|iiircd  for  i 
during  the  year;  but  to  euablu  it  to  purchase  tho!H>  which  will  be 
rcqainnl  for  advauco  Bhipmcuta  (for  consumption  iu  the  \wxi  liscal  fear) 
to  |K)st8  situated  on  the  ITpjjer  Missouri  aau  Yellowstone,  and  iti  otbvj 
remote  regions,  a  iiortioQ  of  the  a])proptintiou  for  tho  next  fiscal  j  ""*'■ 
Hhould  be  made  available  for  tho  iiurcbaso  of  »ucli  supplies  lu  tlio  < 
apriny.  It  is  therefore  recoinmendod  that  the  following  provbo  1, 
added  to  the  section  of  the  act  mnkini;  appropriatioos  for  ttub^istenoB  9 
the  Army  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878: 

/■Mri-lwJ.  Tbi 
tw  Hrovuary.  t 


Siihslsteiii-e  stores  rc<]uircd  for  the  Army,  includiDj;  tho.se  for  mIm  J 
otUcers  and  etilisied  men,  (as  antbodiscd  by  section  IIU  Ueriwd  T 
ateaj)  iukvo  bwia  jtutobaiwa  lit  Utd  pciiKU|N4  wwliMt  <tf  Um$] 
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the  local  markets  nearest  the  points  of  consumption,  preference  being 
given  to  the  local  markets  where  the  proper  articles  conld  be  obtained 
at  as  reasonable  rates  to  the  Government  as  from  other  markets,  the 
original  cost,  transportation,  deterioration,  and  loss  in  triinsit  being 
considered  in  estimating  the  total  cost  at  points  of  consumption.  It  has 
not  been  found  practicable  to  procure  as  good  a  quality  of  flour  as  is 
desired  for  issue  to  troops  at  all  posts  in  some  sections  of  the  country, 
a8  Texas  and  l^ew  Mexico,  where  a  good  quality  of  wheat  is  raised — ^in 
Texas,  on  account  of  the  inferior  milling,  and  in  New  Mexico  on  account 
of  the  primitive  mode  still  pursued  in  that  Territory  of  treading  out 
the  wheat  by  animals,  thus  causin^^  it  to  become  so  mixed  with  dirt  as 
to  lender  the  flour  of  inferior  quality. 

It  is  understood,  however,  that  in  Texas  improvements  in  milling  are 
constantly  being  made,  and  that  thrashing-machines  are  being  intro- 
duced in  New  Mexico.  It  is  expected,  therefore,  that  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  improved  machinery  and  modern  methods  of  manufacture  the 
grade  of  flour  produced  will  be  so  much  improved  that  by  next  year  the 
Department  will  be  able  to  supply  the  posts  in  the  State  and  the  Terri- 
tory mentioned  by  purchase  from  the  millers  of  the  country. 

While  it  has  been  the  settled  policy  of  the  Department  to  encourage 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  posts  by 
affording  them  a  market  for  their  productions  as  far  as  it  could  be  done 
with  a  due  regard  to  economy,  it  has  not  been  deemed  advisable,  in 
carrying  out  this  policy,  to  purchase  articles  of  a  quality  inferior  to  that 
deemed  proper  for  issue  to  the  troops. 

In  order  to  insure  the  best  articles  at  the  most  reasonable  prices,  canned 
and  imported  goods  have,  as  far  as  practicable,  been  purchased  of 
standard  quality,  directly  from  the  packers,  manufacturers,  or  importers. 

Within  the  fiscal  year,  128  advertisements  for  proposals  for  fresh  beef 
and  other  supplies  were  reported  to  this  office,  and  224  contracts  for 
fresh  meats,  94  contracts  for  miscellaneous  articles,  29  contracts  for 
complete  rations  for  recruiting-parties  and  recruits ;  108  contracts,  con- 
sisting of  written  proposals  and  acceptances,  were  received  and  filed  as 
required  by  law. 

The  following  statement,  prepared  from  official  reports  received  at  this 
office  from  the  principal  purchasing-depots  and  from  contracts  for  fur- 
nishing supplies  to  posts  in  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona,  shows 
the  average  prices  of  the  components  of  the  Army  ration  (fresh  beef  ex- 
cepted) at  each  of  the  principal  points  of  purchase  for  the  last  fiscal 
year: 
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.  Tlio  average  prices  of  fresh  beef,  as  per  contracts  in  force  in  the  last 
two  fiscal  years,  wei-e  as  follows  in  the  several  States  and  Territories : 


Price  per  pound. 


State  or  Territory. 


18  75. 


Maine 

MMMcbaaetttf 

Rhode  Icland 

Connecticat 

New  York 

PeniwylvaniA 

Marylimd 

DiirtTict  of  Colombia 

Virginia 

North  Carolina 

BoQth  Carolina 

Georgia 

Fioffda 

Alabama 

MiKlsiippi 

Ix>niiiana 

Arkansas 

Texas w 

Tennenee 

Kentneky 


Genu. 
14 

lai 

10.5 
10.4 
ia79 

las 

12.62 

13 

6.73 
9.23 

ia33 
7.48 
8.91 
9.9 
6.6G 
8 

10 

5.27 
8.44 
7.97 


1876. 


CcntB. 
12.50 
ia63 
10.  SO 
10 

11.50 
12.37 
11.47 
13 

10.59 
ia45 

9.87 

7.50 

9 

8.75 

9 

9.75 

7.4V 

S.67 

8 

8.80 


State  or  Territorj-. 


Ohio 

Illinois.... 
Michigan  . 
Missouri . . 
Minnesota 
Nebraska . 


Indian  Territory 

Wyoming.. 

Dakota 

Mew  Mexico  .... 

Colorado 

Utah 

Montana 

CaUfimiia 

ArlBona 

Washington 

Idaho 

Neyada.. 

Oregon 


Price  per  pound. 


1875. 


(kntt. 


9.5 
11.6 
5w45 
7.19 
5.79 
9.15 
6.39 
7.67 
&30 
7.79 
7.62 
8.91 
6.95 
6.71 
19.39 
6.95 
8.74 
10.19 
6.88 


1876. 


Ceni9. 

8.30 
9.50 
11.87 
6.69 
7.61 
&53 
8.90 
5.89 
7.01 
&34 
7.13 
6.41 
5.01 
5.91 
6.98 
9.M 
5.76 
8.16 
9.81 
7.94 


Under  the  authority  and  requirements  of  section  6  of  the  act  approved 
March  3, 1865,  (sections  1149  and  1301,  Revised  Statutes,)  the  Subsist- 
ence Department,  within  the  fiscal  year,  furnished  tobacco,  at  cost  prices, 
to  enlisted  men  of  the  Army  to  the  value  of  $127,450.11,'  making  the 
monthly  average  $10,620.84. 

As  tobacco,  for  both  chewing  and  smoking,  is  now  kept  for  sale,  under 
the  provisions  of  section  1144  of  theltevised  Statutes,  enlisted  men  have 
the  option  of  buying  it  for  cash,  instead  of  having  it  charged  on  their 
muster-rolls  as  heretofore  required. 

During  the  fiscal  year  there  were  received  from  462  oflicers  who  per- 
formed duty  in  the  Subsistence  Department — 

Retnms  of  provisions 2,620 

Returns  of  commissary  property 976 

Accoants-cnrreut 2,887 

Total  received 6,483 

Within  the  same  period  there  were  examined  iu  this  office,  and  for- 
warded to  the  Third-Auditor  of  the  Treasary— the  returns  for  file  and 
the  accounts-current  for  final  settlement— 

RetoTDs  of  provisions 2,766 

Retamsof  commissary  property 1,008 

Acooants-current 3,063 

Total  examined 6,837 

The  amounts  paid  for  subsisting  recruiting-parties  and  recruits  during 
the  fiscal  year  has  been  $24,662.19. 

The  amounts  received  from  sales  of  subsistence  stores  (articles  of  the 
ration  and  those  kept  on  hand  for  sale  to  officers  and  enlisted  men,  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  section  1144,  Revised  Statutes) 
have  l>een  as  follows : 
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MlUtary  Diyiaion  of  the 
MiliUuy  Department  of 
Military  Department  of 
Military  Department  of 
Military  Department  of 
MiMtaiy  Department  of 
Military  Department  of 
Military  Department  of 
Military  Department  of 
Military  Department  of 

Anenalii 

R«cmiting  depots  ...... 


Atlantic 

the  Miflsoori., 

Dakota 

Texas , 

the  Gulf , 

the  Platte .... 
California... 
the  Columbia . 

Arizona 

tho  Soath  ... 


Total 


Grand  total 


Officer!. 


EDiified 


73, 

aa. 

85. 

«a. 

SB. 

35. 
88, 

6. 

5. 


18 
119  03 
984  88 
780  60 
OSi  07 
165  49 
255  85 
472  23 
749  17 
018  47 
495  S3 
950  96 


fixsn  ::i 

99.39?  :o 
44.2»7  74 
11.475  Z>1 
56.44S  »i' 
a0.3S9  i< 
16.ir76  T, 
37.  IS3  f. 

i4.eni*) 

t.40B  .'iT 


S09.30265i    3«I.0Q5«4 


I    857«Sto» 


At  the  close  of  business  on  June  30, 1876,  the  following  amoants  were  * 
on  hand : 

In  the  bands  of  officers $154,188  75 

In  the  Treasury 129  31 

Total , 154,317  UO 

Tliat  in  the  hands  of  ofiQcers  being  a  portion  of  the  amount,  $857,308^, 
received  from  sales  to  officers  and  enlisted  men  dnring  the  fiscal  year, 
was  available  for  the  purchase'  of  fresh  supplies,  after  the  payment  of 
that  portion  of  the  outstanding  indebtedness  for  the  year,  wbidi  was  in 
excess  of  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  in  the  Treasury,  (act  of  March 
3, 1S75.)  Most  of  it,  however,  was  in  the  hands  of  officers  remote  from 
purchasing  points,  and  could  not  be  made  available  until  transferred  to 
officers  at  purchasing  depots.  The  sums  thus  transferred  have,  during 
the  current  fiscal  year,  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  firesh  supplies. 

The  valne  of  rations  issned  to  ludiantf  visiting  posts  (in  acoordanoe  with  par- 

asraphfl  1202-1203,  Revised  Ro|raUtiona  lb63)  has  been (8,062  2«> 

To  Indian  prisoners  at  posts 775  9<) 

To  the  Tonkawa  and  Lipan  tribes  of  Indians  in  Texas 476  C^ 

Rations  were  also  issnetl  to  the  Cheyenne,  Arapahoe,  Kiowa,  and  Comanche 
Indian  priHoners  at  Fort  Marion,  Fla.,  to  tne  valne  (including  oost  of 
tranBiM>rtatiou  and  sorv ices  of  employes)  of 4, 972  40 

which  amount  was  refunded  to  the  Subsistence  Department  by  the 
Indian  Department.  Congress  having,  however,  failed  to  make  any  ap- 
propriation for  the  subsistence  of  these  Indians  for  the  current  fiscal 
year,  they  are  now  being  fed  by  this  department  from  the  appropriation 
for  feeding  Indian  prisoners. 

Supplies  have,  upon  the  application  of  department  commanders  and 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  been  transferred  to  Indian  agents 
for  issue  to  Indians  when  that  department  was  unable  to  procure  them 
on  account  of  want  of  appropriation  or  from  other  cause.  For  the  sup- 
plies transferred  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  this  department  has  l>een 
re-imbarsed,  or  the  accounts  have  beeu  allowed  by  the  proper  account- 
ing-ofiicers  of  the  Treasury.  During  the  current  fiscal  year,  some  stores 
have  beeu  transferred  at  the  request  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Afiairs,  or  uiK>n  the  orders  of  the  division  commanders,  for  which  the 
department  has  not  been  re-imburseil,  as  the  accounts  have  not  yet  been 
prepared,  but  the  Commissioner  has  indicated  his  wiilingness  to  re-im- 
burse  the  department  as  soon  as  the  accounts  are  presented  in  proper 
form. 
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The  following  are  the  posts  and  agencies  at  which  the  transfers  were 
made,  with  the  dates  of  transfers : 


In  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876. 

July  to  October,  1675,  at  Fort  Sill,  Ind.T 

June,  1876,  at  Fort  SiU,  Ind.  T 

Jiin«,  1876,  at  StandlDg  Rock,  Dak 

Jnly  and  beptember,  1 875,  at  Obey enno  ageacy,  lud.  T 

Vaiue  ofitores  isnud  to  agents  for  Indians  in  July  and  August,  1876, 

July,  1876,  at  Fort  Sm,  Ind.  T 

Jnly,  1876,  at  Fort  Reno.  In(l.T 

July,  1876.  at  Camp  Brown,  Wyo 

Anguat,  1876,  at  Camp  Brown,  Wyo 

Angott,  1876,  at  Camp  Robinson,  Nebr 

Angnit,1676,  at  Fort  Randall,  Dak 

Aognit,  1876,  at  Lower  Bnil6  agency,  Dak 

Angut,  1876.  at  Camp  Sberidan,  Nebr 

Angut,  1676,  at  Cheyenne  agency,  Dak 


12.926  00 

840  00 

1,428  70 

1,539  10 


Stores. 


6,726  80 


431  47 

80-3  50 
1,697  71 
2.439  85 
5,972  50 
2,042  76 

106  56 
11,447  53 

369  00 


25,310  48 


Trans- 
portation. 


$802  54 
170  83 


1,576  01 


'2,548  78 


370  09 
178  45 


171  44 
183  88 

(I) 

(») 

S9  84 


934  30 


TotaL 


|3,71SS4 
1.010  93 
1,428  70 
3,108  11 


9,275  58 


80S  16 

980  95 

♦1,097  71 

*2,439  85 

6. 143  94 

2,226  64 

106  56 

11,447  53 

399  44 


36.244  7B 


*  Fresh  beef. 


f  Not  yet  reported. 


Attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  fact  that  due  regard  has  not 
in  all  cases  been  paid  to  General  Orders  No.  7G,  War  Department.  Ad- 
jQtant-GeneraPs  OfBce,  series  of  1873,  which  prohibits  the  transfer  of 
supplies  for  the  use  of  Indians,  excex>t  under  authority  first  obtained 
firom  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  that  contractors  with  the  GoTemment 
have  not  promptly  received  their  pay  for  supplies  furnished,  on  account 
of  the  stores  having  been  furnished  without  the  authority  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  this  in  some  cases,  it  is  believed,  where  it  might  read- 
ily have  been  applied  for. 

Officers  of  the  Subsistence  Depsirtment  have  been  from  time  to  time 
detailed,  upon  the  application  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  to 
inspect  subsistence  supplies  purchased  for  the  Indians. 

Under  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  July  4, 1864,  and  the  acts  sup- 
plementary thereto,  103  claims  for  subsistence  supplies  alleged  to  have 
been  furnished  to  the  Army  by  loyal  citizens  in  States  not  in  rebellion, 
and  receipted  for  by  the  proper  officer  receiving  the  same,  or  to  have 
been  taken  by  such  officers  without  giving  such  receipts,  were  filed  in 
this  office  for  examination.  Of  this  chiss  of  claims,  70,  amounting  to 
$27,600.92,  were  examined  and  recommended  to  the  Third- Auditor  of 
Treasury  for  payment;  201,  amounting  to  $193,919.09,  were  rejected; 
84  rejected  claims  were  re-examined  upon  new  evidence,  27  of  which 
were  allowed  and  57  again  i*ejected.  These  examinations,  which  of 
themselves  require  a  considerable  clerical  force,  necessitated  the  writ- 
ing and  recording  of  nearly  1,500  let|;ers,  and  making  briefs  of  the  evi- 
dence in  each  case,  besides  extended  examinations  of  official  records  and 
reports. 

Under  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  of  Jnly  25, 1860,  and  section  3 
of  the  act  of  March  3, 1873, 155  certificates  for  commutation  of  rations 
to  Union  soldiers  while  prisoners  of  war  were  received  at  this  office  and 
referred  to  the  proper  disbursing-officer  of  this  department  for  payment 
to  the  claimants  or  their  legal  heirs.  These  certificates  amounted  in 
the  aggregate  to  $4,100.25. 

In  addition  to  claims  under  the  above-mentioned  special  acts  of  Con- 
gress, 169  ordinary  claims,  amounting  to  $297,^5.47,  have  been  receivBd 
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aud  exiuniued,  of  which  133,  amountiup:  to  $5,800.23,  have  bceu  recoui- 
mended  for  payment ;  10,  amounting  to  $280,575.00,  have  been  rejected; 
and  17,  amounting  to  $2,040.55,  have  been  partially  examined.  Of  re- 
jected claims  of  this  class,  32  have  been  re-examined  upon  additional 
evidence,  30  of  which,  amounting  to  $1,521.07,  have  been  allowed ;  and 
2,  amounting  to  $8,167.50,  have  been  again  rejected.  In  addition  to 
this,  253  claims,  not  in  general  subject  to  a  flnsd  decision  by  this  office, 
have  been  received,  examined,  and  referred,  or  returned  to  other  bureaus 
or  Departments  with  report. 

Since  the  reduction  of  the  clerical  force  of  this  bureau,  made  by  the 
act  of  August  15,  1870,  it  has  become  necessary  to  transfer  to  other 
branches  of  tlio  bureau  all  but  one  of  the  clerks  who  had  previously 
been  employed  in  the  examination  of  claims,  and  this  clerk  will  not 
be  able  to  attend  to  more  than  the  business  of  registering  the  claims 
received,  preparing  answers  to.the  inquiries  of  claimants  or  their  attor- 
neys, and  making  examinations  of  current  claims  presented  against  the 
department.  The  examination  of  war-claims  under  the  third  section 
of  the  act  of  July  4, 18G4,  and  acts  supplementary  thereto,  must  there- 
fore be  entirely  suspended  so  long  as  the  cleiical  force  of  the  bureau  is 
limited  to  its  present  strength. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  stated — 

If  tbo  oxaminution  of  war-claims  U  toUe  coDtinued  nndcr  tbo  act  of  Jiily  4, 1664, 
ntifl  the  acts  stippleiiiCDtary  thereto,  I  eamefitly  reooinmeDd  that  three  temporary  clerks 
(oue  of  class  4,  uuo  of  clasH  3,  and  one  of  class  2)  be  added  to  the  force  of  this  office; 
the  force  at  prost  ut  authorized  being  iDadeqaato  to  the  proper  performance  of  the  work 
of  tbo  bureau. 

The  experience  of  the  last  year  has  confirmed  the  correctness  of  my  rec- 
ommendation, and  I  therefore  urgently  recommend  that  the  permanent 
clerical  force  of  this  bureau  be  re-established  as  authorized  by  law  prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  August  15, 1876,  viz:  1  chief  olerk,  2  clerks 
of  class  4,  4  clerks  of  class  3,  5  clerks  of  class  2,  and  12  clerks  of  class 
1,  and  that  the  temporary  additional  clerks  recommended  in  my  last 
annual  rei)ort  be  authorized  for  the  ensuing  year.  I,  however^  recom- 
mend tliar,  after  the  completion  of  the  examination  of  the  war-claims 
now  on  file  in  this  office  upon  which  any  action  has  been  taken,  tliat  the 
examination  of  all  others  be  transferred  to  some  other  tribunal,  to  be 
established  for  the  purpose. 

As  stated  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissary-General  for  1872, 
"  The  tiisk,  originally  very  difficult,  of  investigating  and  deciding  these 
cases  with  equity  and  justice  becomes  daily  more  so  from  the  passing 
away  by  deaths  and  removals,  and  from  the  imperfect  memories,  after 
lapse  of  80  long  a  period,  of  so  many  officers  and  others  alleged  to  have 
taken  or  received  the  stores  or  to  have  knowledge  of  them  in  cases  still 
being  presented  or  called  up  for  a  recommendation,  while  thepe  very 
diQlculties  but  add  security,  if  not  increased  facilities, to  the  prosecution 
of  fraudulent  claims  f  for  these  I'easons  the  claims  now  presented  re- 
quire more  careful  and  thorough  investigation  than  those  which  were 
submitted  soon  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  a  proper  examination 
of  them  requires  more  time  and  attention  than  the  Oommissnry-General 
is  able  to  give  them  without  neglecting  other,  and,  in  my  opinion,  more 
important,  duties  appertaining  to  the  Subsistence  Department,  and  he 
should  be  relieved  from  this  dut^". 

Officers  of  the  department  are  now  on  duty  at  the  headquarters  of 
each  military  division  and  department,  and  the  purchasing-depots  at 
Boston,  New  York,  Baltimore,  New  Orleans,  Chicago,  Saint  Paul.  Sioux 
City,  Omaha,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Saint  Louis,  San  Francisco,  and  Por^ 
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liuid,  Oreg.  A  Hat  of  the  officers  of  the  department,  with  their  stations 
and  duties,  is  appended  to  this  report. 

The  headquarters  of  the  department  of  the  South  having  been 
transferred  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  Atlantay  Ga.,  the  purchasing- 
depot  at  Lonisville  has  been  broken  up,  it  being  believed  that  the  posts 
DOW  occupied  in  that  department  can  be  as  economically  supplied  from 
Chioftgo,  Saint  Louis,  Baltimore,  or  New  Orleans  with  those  articles  of 
subsistence  supplies  which  are  not  products  of  the  country  embraced 
within  the  limits  of  the  department  as  from  Louisville. 

In  the  Department  of  Dakota,  the  subsistence-supplies  at  i)osts  along 
the  Missouri  Biver  were  carefully  inspected  during  the  last  summer  by 
Capt.  Charles  McClure,  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  those  at  posts 
east  of  the  Missouri  Eiver,  by  Oapt.  John  F.  Weston,  commissary  of 
subsistence.  Instructions  have  been  given  to  carry  out  the  recom- 
mendations made  by  these  officers,  so  far  a&  they  met  approval,  with  re- 
gard to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  supplies  found  by  them  to  be  in 
excess  of  the  wants  of  garrisons  or  to  be  unfit  for  issue  or  for  sale  to  offi- 
cers and  enlisted  men. 

In  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  inspections  were  also  made  by 
Capt.  J.  H.  Oilman,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  department, 
Capt  W.  A.  ElderkiUi  commissary  of  subsist-ence,  and  Capt  F.  F.  White- 
head, commissary  of  subsistence,  and  upon  their  reports  and  recom- 
mendations* such  action  has  been  taken  as  was  thought  to  be  most  con- 
ducive to  the  public  interest 

In  the  Department  of  the  Columbia,  Capt.  William  H.  Bell,  chief 
commissary  of  subsistence,  has  recently  made  an  official  visit  to  the  post 
of  Sitka,  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into 
the  condition  of  the  subsistence-supplies  at  that  post,  but  no  report  of 
his  inspection  has  yet  been  received. 

Otlier  inspections  have  been  suggested  in  the  Departments  of  the 
South,  Arizona,  California,  and  Texas,  which,  if  carefully  and  thorough- 
ly made,  it  is  thought  will  result  in  much  saving  to  the  Oovemment 

As  much  loss  has  been  occasioned  through  the  making  of  requisitions 
for  supplies  for  longer  periods  of  time  than  were  necessary,  instructions 
have  been  given  to  reduce  the  periods  to  be  covered  by  requisitions  to 
the  minimum,  consistent  with  a  certain  supply.  Upon  this  subject  Lieut- 
Col.  W.  W.  Bums,  Assistant  Commifisary-Oeneral  of  Subsistence,  chief 
commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  reports 
as  follows : 

The  plan  of  Bendiog  eighteen  nionibs'  sapply  has  been  discontinued,  and  stores  are 
sent  in  the  spring  and  faiJ,  so  as  to  meet  the  best  season  for  land-transportation,  keep- 
ingabont  six  months'  supply  at  posts. 

The  expenditure  of  this  division  was,  the  last  fiscal  year,  largely  reduced  by  dimin- 
ishinff  the  sapply  on  hand,  and,  if  the  transportation  can  be  stimulated  to  its  malimum 
speed,  the  mlc  of  fresh  stores  and  small  damage  xviU  redace  tlio  expenditure  still 
more.  * 

Capt.  Charles  McClure,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  De 
partment  of  Dakota,  reports  that  'Hhe  expeditions  in  the  field  in  the 
Yellowstone  country  were  successfully  supplied,  and,  notwithstanding 
large  and  unexpected  issues  made  to  Oeneral  Crook's  command,  there 
was  more  than  a  sufficiency  of  subsistence-stores  furnished.  No  com- 
plaint of  want  of  subsistence-supplies,  or  that  the  stores  furnished  were 
not  of  good  quality,  has  reached  this  office.  Upon  the  19th  of  August, 
Lieutenant-Oeneral  Sheridan  telegraphed  orders  to  make  a  cantonment 
on  the  Tongue  Biver  for  fifteen  hundred  men.  Before  three  .weeks  had 
passeil  the  stores  commenced  to  arrive  at  Fort  Baford  and  Glendive,  the 
then  nearest  accessible  points  to  the  cantonment." 
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and  examiued,  of  which  133,  ainountiup:  to  $5,809.23,  have  bccu  recouir 
mended  for  payment ;  19,  amounting  to  $289,575.09,  have  been  rejected; 
and  17,  amounting  to  $2,040.55,  have  been  partially  examined.  Of  re- 
jected claims  of  this  class,  32  have  been  re-examined  upon  additional 
evidence,  30  of  which,  amounting  to  $1,521.07,  have  been  allowed ;  and 
2,  amounting  to  $8,167.50,  have  been  again  rejected.  In  addition  to 
this,  253  claims,  not  in  general  subject  to  a  flnsd  decision  by  this  office, 
have  been  received,  examined,  and  referred,  or  returned  to  other  bureaus 
or  Departments  with  report. 

Since  the  reduction  of  the  clerical  force  of  this  bureau,  made  by  the 
act  of  August  15,  187G,  it  has  become  necessary  to  transfer  to  other 
branches  of  the  bureau  all  but  one  of  the  clerks  who  had  previously 
been  employed  in  the  examination  of  claims,  and  this  clerk  will  not 
be  able  to  attend  to  more  than  the  business  of  registering  the  claims 
received,  preparing  answers  to. the  inquiries  of  claimants  or  their  attor- 
neys, and  making  examinations  of  current  claims  presented  against  the 
department.  The  examination  of  war-claims  under  the  third  section 
of  the  act  of  July  4, 18G4,  and  acts  supplementary  thereto,  must  there- 
fore be  entirely  suspended  so  long  as  the  cleiical  force  of  the  bureau  is 
limited  to  its  present  strength. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  stated — 

If  tbo  oxaminatioii  of  war-claims  is  to  he  continued  under  ibo  act  of  Jiily  4, 1864» 
ntid  the  acts  supplementary  thereto,  I  earnestly  recommend  that  three  temporary  deiln 
(one  of  class  4,  uuc  of  class  3,  and  one  of  class  2)  bo  added  to  the  force  of  this  office; 
1  lie  force  at  pn^sc  ut  authorized  being  inadequate  to  the  proper  performance  of  the  work 
of  tbo  bureau. 

The  experience  of  the  last  year  has  confirmed  the  correctness  of  my  rec- 
ommendation, and  I  therefore  urgently  recommend  that  the  permanent 
clerical  force  of  this  bureau  be  re-established  as  authorized  by  law  prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  August  15, 1876,  viz:  1  chief  olerk,  2  clerks 
of  class  4,  4  clerks  of  class  3,  5  clerks  of  class  2,  and  12  clerks  of  class 
1,  and  that  the  temporary  additional  clerks  recommencled  in  my  last 
annual  i*ei)bit  be  authorized  for  the  ensuing  year.  I,  however^  recom- 
mend that,  after  the  completion  of  the  examination  of  the  war-claims 
now  on  file  in  this  office  upon  which  any  action  has  been  taken,  that  the 
examination  of  all  others  be  transferred  to  some  other  tribunal,  to  be 
established  for  the  purpose. 

As  stated  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissary-General  for  1872, 
"  The  tsisk,  originally  very  difficult,  of  investigating  and  deciding  these 
cases  with  equity  and  justice  becomes  daily  more  so  from  the  passing 
away  by  deaths  and  removals,  and  from  the  imperfect  memories,  Sitter 
lapse  of  su  long  a  period,  of  so  many  officers  and  others  alleged  to  have 
taken  or  received  the  stores  or  to  have  knowledge  of  them  in  cases  still 
being  presented  or  called  up  for  a  recommendation,  while  these  very 
difficulties  but  add  security,  if  not  increased  facilities, to  the  prosecution 
of  fraudulent  claims  ;^  for  these  I'easons  the  claims  now  presented  re- 
quire more  careful  and  ti^orough  investigation  than  those  which  were 
submitted  soon  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  a  proper  examination 
of  them  requires  more  time  and  attention  than  the  Oommissr.ry-General 
is  able  to  give  them  without  neglecting  other,  and,  in  my  opinion,  more 
iuii)ortant,  duties  appertaining  to  the  Subsistence  Department,  and  he 
should  be  relieved  from  this  Axxiy. 

Officers  of  the  department  are  now  on  duty  at  the  headquarters  of 
each  military  division  and  department,  and  the  purchasing-depots  at 
Boston,  Kew  York,  Baltimore,  New  Orleans,  Chicago,  Saint  Paul.  Sioux 
City,  Omaha,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Saint  Louis,  San  Francisco,  and  Port- 
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Umd,  Orcg.  A  list  of  tbo  oMcors  of  the  department,  with  their  st-ations 
and  duties,  is  appended  to  this  report. 

The  headquarters  of  the  department  of  the  South  having  been 
transferred  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  the  pui*chasiog- 
depot  at  Louisville  has  been  broKen  up,  it  being  believed  that  the  posts 
DOW  occupied  in  that  department  can  be  as  economically  supplied  from 
Chioftgo,  Saint  Louis,  Baltimore,  or  New  Orleans  with  those  articles  of 
subsistence  supplies  which  are  not  products  of  the  country  embraced 
within  the  limits  of  the  department  as  from  Louisville. 

In  the  Department  of  Dakota,  the  subsistence-supplies  at  posts  along 
the  Missouri  Biver  were  carefully  inspected  during  the  last  summer  by 
Capt.  Charles  McClure,  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  those  at  posts 
east  of  the  Missouri  Eiver,  by  Oapt.  John  F.  Weston,  commissary  of 
subsistence.  Instructions  have  been  given  to  carry  out  the  recom- 
mendations made  by  these  officers,  so  far  a&  they  met  approval,  with  re- 
gajrd  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  supplies  found  by  them  to  be  in 
excess  of  the  wants  of  garrisons  or  to  be  unfit  for  issue  or  for  sale  to  offi- 
cers and  enlisted  men. 

In  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  inspections  were  aiso  made  by 
Capt.  J.  H.  Oilman,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  department, 
Capt.  W.  A.  Elderkin,  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  Capt  F.  F.  White- 
head, commissary  of  subsistence,  and  upon  their  reports  and  recom- 
mendations* such  action  has  been  taken  as  was  thought  to  be  most  con- 
ducive to  the  public  interest. 

In  tho  Department  of  the  Columbia,  Capt.  William  H.  Bell,  chief 
commissary  of  subsistence,  has  recently  made  an  official  visit  to  the  post 
of  Sitka,  in  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  into 
the  condition  of  the  subsistence-supplies  at  that  post,  but  no  report  of 
his  inspection  has  yet  been  received. 

Otlier  inspections  have  been  suggested  in  the  Departments  of  the 
South,  Arizona,  California,  and  Texas,  which,  if  carefully  and  thorough- 
ly made,  it  is  thought  will  result  in  much  saving  to  the  Oovernment. 

As  much  loss  has  been  occasioned  through  the  making  of  requisitions 
for  supplies  for  longer  periods  of  time  than  were  necessary,  instructions 
have  been  given  to  reduce  the  periods  to  be  covered  by  requisitions  to 
the  minimum,  consistent  with  a  certain  supply.  Upon  this  subject  Lieut.- 
Col.  W.  W.  Bums,  Assistant  Commifisary-Oeneral  of  Subsistence,  chief 
commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  reports 
as  follows : 

The  plan  of  aending  eighteen  months'  supply  has  been  discontinued,  and  stores  aro 
sent  in  the  spring  and  fiiil,  so  as  to  meet  the  best  season  for  land-transportation,  keep- 
ing about  six  months'  supply  at  posts. 

The  expenditure  of  this  division  was,  the  last  fiscal  year,  largely  reduced  by  dimin- 
ishinff  tho  supply  on  hand,  and,  if  the  transportation  can  be  stimulated  to  itsmalimnni 
speed,  the  rule  of  fresh  stores  and  small  damage  will  reduce  tlio  expenditure  still 
more.  * 

Capt.  Charles  McClnre,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  De 
partment  of  Dakota,  reports  Uiat  ''the  expeditions  in  tho  field  in  the 
Yellowstone  countiy  were  successfully  supplied,  and,  notwithstanding 
large  and  unexpected  issues  made  to  Oeneral  Crook's  command,  there 
was  more  than  a  sufficiency  of  subsistence-stores  furnished.  No  com  - 
plaint  of  want  of  subsistence-supplies,  or  that  the  stores  furnished  were 
not  of  good  quality,  has  reached  this  office.  Upon  the  19th  of  August, 
Lieutenant-Ueneral  Sheridan  telegraphed  orders  to  make  a  cantonment 
on  the  Tongue  Biver  for  fifteen  hundred  men.  Before  three  .weeks  had 
passed  the  stores  commenced  to  arrive  at  Fort  Bnford  and  Olendive,  the 
then  nearest  accessible  points  to  the  cantonment." 
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Jiiicroacopical  action, 

SpeciroenB  in  tho  muionm  July  1, 1R75 7,275 

1876 7.30a 

Increase  daring  tho  year « 117 

Analoniioal  section. 

Specimens  in  themaseum  July  1, 1875 1,254 

1876 1,576 

Increase  during  the  year • .•.••...        322 

Section  of  comparative  anatomg. 

Specimens  in  the  museum  July  1, 1875 1,522 

1876 1,588 

Increase  daring  the  year 66 

Mi8cellaucou9  eection. 

Specimens  in  the  mnsenm  Jnly  1, 1875 340 

Received,  246 ;  transfeired,  167. 
Specimens  in  the  museum  July  1,  1876 , , *    319 

Increase  during  the  year 79 

Fifteeu  surgeons,  35  assistant  surgeons,  10  acting  assistant  surgeons, 
7  staff  and  line  officers,  3  Navy  officers,  2  hospitel-stewards,  and  59 
civil  practitioners  contributed  specimens  to  the  museum.  There  were 
29,04G  visitors  to  the  museum  during  the  year. 

Asst.  Surg.  William  J.  Wilson  contributed  samples  of  gold,  silver, 
and  copper  ores  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Bayard.  N.  M.  Fifteen 
photographs  representing  cases  of  pathological  interest  were  received 
and  added  to  the  collection  of  photographs.  Eight  hundred  and  ten 
negatives,  3,301  photographic  prints,  2  solar  prints,  and  204  positives 
of  surgical  subjects  were  prepared.  A  print  of  a  portrait  of  the  late 
Prof.  Jefi&ies  Wyman  was  presented  to  the  trustees  of  the  Peabody 
Museum,  at  Cambridge.  A  large  number  of  the  photographic  prints 
above  referred  to  were  distributed  to  libraries  and  museums  at  home 
and  abroad. ,  Six  volumes  of  photographs  and  195  separate  photographs 
of  surgical  subjects,  2  sets,  each  of  12  volumes,  of  photographs,  24  solar 
enlargements,  and  50  transparencies  on  glass  representing  microscopical 
subjects,  and  2  sets,  each  of  2  volumes,  of  photographs  illustrating  the 
library  were  sent  to  the  Centennial  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia. 

LIBRARY. 

About  2,000  volumes,  exclusive  of  pamphlets,  have  been  added  to  the 
library  during  the  past  year.  The  subject-catalogue,  to  which  reference 
was  made  in  my  last  annual  rei)ort,  is  now  nearly  completed,  and  during 
the  year  there  were  printed  and  distributed  a  few  copies  of  a  specimen 
fasciculus  of  this  catalogue,  which  were  issued  in  order  to  obtain  the  opin- 
ions of  those  competent  to  judge  as  to  whether  it  is  desirable  that  such  a 
work  shall  be  printed  and  distributed,  and  also  for  criticism  and  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  form  of  catalogue  which  would  be  most  acceptable 
and  useful.  The  responses  in  the  form  of  editorials,  critical  notices, 
resolutions  of  medical  societies,  letters,  &c.,  have  been  so  numerous,  so 
favorable  to  the  general  plan  adopted,  and  so  unanimous  in  the  expres- 
sion of  opinion  that  the  entire  work  ought  to  be  printed  as  soon  as  pos- 
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sible,  as  being  oT  great  value  to  medical  writers  and  teachers,  not  only  of 
this  country  but  throughout  the  world,  that  I  am  fully  warranted  in 
strongly  recommending  that  Congress  authorize  the  printing  of  the 
work  by  the  Government  Printer.  The  MS.  is  in  such  a  state  of  for- 
wardness that  copy  can  be  furnished  to  the  printer  within  a  month  after 
such  authority  is  granted,  and  can  be  furnished  there-after  as  rapidly  as 
the  proofs  can  be  properly  read. 

INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION  OF  1876. 

« 

The  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  is  represented  by  a  display  in 
the  International  Exhibition  of  1876,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of 
Congress  providing  for  the  representation  in  that  exhibition  of  the  sev- 
eial  Executive  Departments. 

March  31,  1875,  Asst.  Surg.  J.  J.  Woodward,  of  this  office,  was 
assigned  to  the  dnty  of  collecting  and  arranging  the  materials  for  this 
display^  and  directed  to  report  to  Col.  S.  C.  Lyford,  chairman  of  the 
board  in  behalf  of  the  Execntive  Departments.  Dr.  Woodward  has 
arranged  the  display  in  accordance  with  the  plan  submitted  by  me  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  May  5^  1874.  Four  classes  of  objects 
are  represented  either  by  the  objects  themselves,  by  models,  or  by  pho- 
tographs,  viz :  1.  Hospitals.  2.  Medical  and  hospital  supplies.  3. 
Means  of  transporting  sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  4.  Methods  for 
the  systematic  study  of  the  diseases  and  injuries  of  soldiers,  with  a  view 
to  their  more  efficient  treatment. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  display  a  post-hospital  of  24  beds,  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  plans  adopted  by  the  War  Department  for  Uie 
construction  of  hospitals  of  that  number  of  beds  at  military  posts,  has 
been  erected  on  Belmont  avenue,  adjoining  the  Government  building  in 
the  Centennial  grounds.  This  hospital  serves  to  contain  most  of  the 
other  objects  exhibited,  and  at  the  same  time  represents  the  system  of 
hospital  construction  adopted  in  the  United  States  Army  in  time  of 
peace.  The  genersd  hospitals  used  during  the  civil  war  are  represented 
by  a  number  of  models,  and  field-hospitals  by  three  hospital-tents 
pitched  in  the  adjoining  grounds.  Medical  and  hospital  supplies  are 
represented  by  samples  of  all  the  articles  on  the  medical-supply  table 
of  the  Army,  including  hospital-furniture,  medicine,  burgical  instru- 
ments and  appliances,  &c.  The  means  of  transportation  are  represented 
by  a  series  of  full-sized  stretchers,  ambulances,  and  medicine-wagons, 
by  models  of  other  patterns,  and  by  models  of  the  hospital  trains  and 
vessels  employed  during  the  civil  war.  The  methods  employed  by  this 
Department  for  the  systematic  study  of  the  diseases  and  injuries  of 
soldiers  are  represented  by  a  full  set  of  the  blank  books  and  forms  used 
in  making  medical  and  surgical  reports,  by  catalogues,  specimens,  and 
photographs  from  the  Army  Medical  Museum  and  the  libniry  of  the  Sur- 
geou^Oeneral's  Office,  and  by  a  full  set  of  the  publications  of  the  Sur- 
geon-General's Office  on  medical  and  surgical  subjects. 

This  c611ection  has  been  visited  by  a  large  number  of  American  and 
foreign  physicians  and  surgeons,  as  well  as  by  crowds  of  other  visitors. 
It  has  attracted  considerable  attention,  and  I  trust  will  not  merely  be 
of  service  in  making  known  the  character  of  the  work  of  the  medical 
staff  of  the  Army,  but  will  also  be  the  means  of  eliciting  discussion  ahA 
correspondence  Vhich  cannot  fail  to  exert  a  beneficial  effect  on  the 
future  usefulness  of  the  Medical  Department. 
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A  second  issue  of  5,000  copies  of  Part  I,  volumes  1  and  2,  of  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War,  authorized  by  an  act  mak- 
ini?  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses,  &c.,  approved  *March  3, 
1875,  was  completed.  The  work  ou  the  second  surgical  volume  of  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War  was  also  comx)leted,  the  print- 
ing being  advanced  392  pages,  from  page  632  to  the  concluding  page, 
1024.  The  edition  of  this  volume  was  laid  betbre  Congress  in  Jane, 
187G.  Three  hundred  and  thirty-five  drawings  on  wood,  and  350  wood- 
engravings  were  made  for  the  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War. 
A  report  on  a  plan  for  transporting  wounded  soldiers  by  railway  in  time 
of  war,  56  pages,  was  prepared  and  printed,  as  well  as  a  series  of  ten 
pamphlets  for  use  in  connection  with  the  exhibit  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  Army  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  viz :  list  of  skeletons  and 
crania  in  the  section  of  comparative  anatomy  of  the  Army  Medical  Mu- 
seum, (52  pp.,  8**;)  description  of  models  of  hospital-cars,  (10  pp.,  S'*;) 
description  of  models  of  hospitals,  (22  pp.,  8";)  description  of  models  of 
hospital  steam-vessels,  (12  pp.,  8"*^)  description  of  Perot  &  Cc's  medi- 
cine-wagon, (16  pp.,  8°0  description  of  the  United  States  Army  medi- 
cal transportation-cart,  model  of  1876,  .(16  pp.,  8";)  description  of  se- 
lected specimens  from  the  surgical  section  of  the  Army  Medical  Museum, 
(22  pp.,  8*";)  check-list  of  preparations  and  objects  in  the  section  of 
human  anatomy  of  the  Army  Medical  Museum,  (135  pp.,  8";)  list  of 
microscopical  preparations  from  the  Army  Medical  Museum,  (7  pp.,  8**,) 
and  description  of  selected  specimens  from  the  medical  section  of  the 
Army  Medical  Museum,  (21  pp.,  8^) 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  requirements  of  the  Army  as  to  medical  officers  during  the  past 
year  have  been  as  follows : 

Namberof  permaueut  posts !<%! 

Number  of  temporary  poets  and  substatious 18 

Total 'JOO 

Num1)er  of  mUitary  expeditions  sent  out  during  the  year,  (iiicliidin;;  the  commands 

of  Generals  Terry  and  Crook  now  in  the  field) ]«3 

Namberof  scouting; parties  sent  out  daring  the  year 4o 

The  12  expeditions  required  the  services  of  30  medical  officers,  aud 
with  the  48  scouting  xiarties,  48  medical  officers  were  on  duty. 

At  date  of  last  re]H)rt  there  were  1 7  vacancies  in  the  Medical  Corps 
in  the  grade  of  assistant  surgeon. 

The  Army  medical  board  convened  in  Xcw  York  City  has  continued 
iu  session  during  the  past  year,  aud  have  examined  49  candidates  for 
appointment  iu  the  Medical  Corps,  of  whom  9  were  found  qualified  and 
approved,  and  were  appointed  and  commissioned  assistant  surgeons. 
August  6, 1876. 

The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  work  done  by  the  Army  med, 
ical  boards  in  New  York  City  and  San  Francisco  since  August  4, 1874- 
the  date  on  which  they  wore  convened : 

Nomber  of  oaustant  snri^eous  examined  for  promotion 49 

Nomberof  candidiitcs  fur  appointment  in  the  Medical  Corps  invited  for  examina- 
tion  223 
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Kumber  of  candidates  found  qnalified *r>0 

Namberof  candidates  rejected 75 

Namber  of  candidates  physically  disqualified 11 

Number  of  candidates  who  withdrew  after  partial  cxauii nation 39 

Total  number  examined 175 

Number  of  candidates  who  failed  to  appear  for  examination •. .     19 

Number  of  candidates  who  declined  to  appear  for  examination 28 

Total  number  invited  but  not  examined 47 

(The  board  in  San  Francisco  was  dissolved  Janaary  28, 1875.) 

During  the  past  year  3  assistant  surgeons  have  resigned;  1  surgeon,  1 
surgeon,  (retired,)  and  3  assistant  surgeons  have  died ;  1  assistant  sur- 
geon is  reported  missing  in  action,  (and  was  probably  killed;)  1  surgeon 
has  been  retired  from  active  service,  and  14  assistant  surgeons  have 
been  promoted  to  the  grade  of  surgeon.  By  the  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved June  26, 1876,  the  number  of  assistant  surgeons  was  reduced 
from  150  to  125.  There  are  at  present  4  vacancies  in  the  grade  of  assist- 
ant surgeon. 

Through  inquiries  and  correspondence  with  this  office,  it  has  already 
become  apparent  that  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  26, 1876^  giv- 
ing increased  rank  to  the  senior  medical  officers,  will  prove  beneficial  to 
the  corps  in  offering  higher  inducements  to  competent  physicians  to 
enter  it.  The  largo  proportion  of  rejected  to  approved  candidates,  as 
shown  in  this  report,  is  strong  evidence  of  the  absolute  necessity  tliat 
existed  for  thi^  measure. 

In  one  of  the  most  important  divisions  of  this  office  its  work  is  para- 
lyzed by  the  reduction  of  an  already  insufficient  clerical  force,  and  the 
arrearage  of  cases  awaiting  information  for  the  guidance  of  the  Pension 
Bureau  in  its  decisions  will,  it  is  feared,  cause  great  distress  to  claim- 
ants for  the  benefit  of  the  very  liberal  pension  laws,  who  are  thus  delayed 
indefinitely  in  the  prosecution  of  their  claims.  An  increase  of  fifty 
clerks  of  class  1  (or  authority  to  select  and  enlist  fifty  hospital-stewards 
for  duty  in  this  office)  will  be  required  for  two  years  to  bring  the  busi- 
ness of  the  record  and  pension  division  np  to  date. 

J.  K.  BAENES, 
Surgeon- General  TJ,  8.  A* 

The  Hon.  SECRBTAnY  op  Wab. 


REPORT  OP  THE  PAYMASTBE-GENERAL. 

Payhastes-Oekbbal's  Offioe, 

WaOiingUm^  October  10, 187G. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  transactions 
of  the  Pay  Department  of  the  Army  for  the  last  Jiscal  year,  ending 
June  30, 1870. 

Tabular  statements  herewith  inclosed  show  in  detaiJ  the  fiscal  opera- 
tions of  the  Department  for  that  year,  concisely  stated  as  follows : 

RECEIPTS  AND  DISBUR8EMEXTS. 

Balonc©  In  hands  of  Paymaatera  July  1, 1875 S1,1»7.912  10 

Amonnt  received  from  Treasnry 13,125,412  35 

Amount  of  soldiers'  deposits  received 4:%,  918  68 

Amonnt  of  paymastei^  coUeotions 433,623  95 

Total  to  be  accounted  for 15,132,861  14 

*0q«  ot  whom  WAS  not  appoiAted. 


^ 
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^  •  Accoanted  for  as  foll9 ws : 

^     Disbarseinents : 

To  Regnlar  Army $12,305,697  63 

To  Military  Academy 218,707  66 

To  volanteers  on  Treasury  certificates 475, 576  59 

.    Total  disbursements :..  12,999,981  78 

Surplus  ilinds  deposited  in  Treasury 8, 094  84 

Pa vmasters'  collections  deposited  in  Treasury 433, 143  81 

Balance  in  hands  of  paymasters  June  30, 1876,  to  be 

accounted  for  in  nest  report 1,691,640  71 

Total $15,132,861  14 

Iq  rendering  my  annual  report,  it  is  natoral  that  I  should  allude 
briefly  to  projects  originating  in  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  proposing  fundamental  changes  in  the  organ* 
ization  of  this  Department. 

I  will  first  refer  to  the  proposition  in  the  Army  appropriation  bill, 
which  did  not  become  a  law,  to  drop  ten  paymasters  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
'uary  next.  It  is  my  duty  to  state  that  thepublic  service  will  not  per- 
mit of  such  a  reduction,  and  to  reiterate  that  the  number  (fifty)  of  pay- 
masters fixed  by  the  act  of  March  2, 1875,  was  and  is  required  to  meet 
the  absolute  wants  of  the  public  service.  The  number  required  is  de- 
termined by  the  necessity  of  their  being  distributed  geographically. 
Any  reduction  recently  made  in  the  number  of  enlisted  men  has  not 
diminished  the  number  of  remote  posts.  To  show  how  these  paymas- 
ters are  employed,  I  append  to  this  report  a  copy  (marked  "A'')  of  my 
letter  of  22d  June  last  to  the  Hon.  W.  B.  Allison,  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  United  States  Seaate,  accompanied  with  a  tabulated 
statement  (marked  "B")  showing  "the  posts  visited,  time  consumed,  and 
number  of  miles  traveled  by  each  officer  of  the  Pay  Department  in 
making  the  regular  bi-monthly  payments  to  troops."  It  will  be  seen 
how  actively  the  corps  is  employed.  Their  physical  condition  is  seen 
by  the  fact  of  only  two  officers  being  absent  sick.  There  is  not  a  com- 
pany in  the  Army  that,  for  the  same  numbers,  would  not  generally  have 
more  than  that  number  sick  in  hospital  at  any  one  date. 

Looking  at  tbQ  past  history  of  the  Army,  in  1837  there  were  17  pay- 
masters but  only  13  regiments ;  in  1860,  25  paymasters  and  19  regi- 
ments ;  now,  50  paymasters  and  40  regiments  in  the  service.  If  the 
number  of  paymasters  now  is  near  three  times  as  great  as  in  1837,  the 
number  of  regiments  is  more  than  three  times  greater;  if  it  is  doubled 
since  18G0,  the  number  of  regiments  is  more  than  doubled.  Besides,  it 
should  bo  remembered  that  our  frontier  in  1837  was  confinetl  to  a 
region  east  of  Kansas,  and  the  completion  of  the  Pacific  Railroad  since 
1860  has  greatly  enlarged  and  ramified  our  military  occupation. 

I  must  also  enter  tny  respectful  protest  against  the  scheme  of  H.  R. 
bill  2935  for  a  gradual  reduction  of  the  force  of  paymasters  to  thirty, 
with  provision  thf.t  tlie  majors  and  captains  of  a  new  "  Department  of 
Supplies"  m<iy,  ^'  in  addition  to  their  duties  proper, be  assigned  to  duty 
as  ))aymasters  when  the  demands  of  the  service  so  require.'' 

]\Iy  objection  to  this  proposition  is  that  the  duties  and  studies  of  the 
twoDepartmeorts  are  diverse,  and  that  to  become  decently  versed  in  the 
interpretations  of  law  and  regulations  pertaining  to  one  of  them  gives 
ample  occupati  on  to  the  aptest  and  most  industrious  officer.  Indeed,  it 
is  certain  that  one  or  the  other  of  the  classes  of  duties  referred  to  would 
deteriorate  ai  id  become  neglected,  and,  in  time  of  war,  could  not  be 
discharged. 

This  exper  Imeut,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  oonsolidation  of  staff  duties 
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has  been  recently  tried,  and  has  failed,  in  the  British  arm  j.  A  new 
department,  named  the  ^<  Department  of  Control,"  was  established  by  a 
royal  warrant  of  12th  November,  18C9,  and,  by  a  warrant  of  1st  Jauoary, 
ISTG,  was  abolished,  after  a  trial  of  six  years. 

Our  staff  has  been  the  growth  of  time  and  of  the  wars  occurring  in  our 
history,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  more  the  subject  is  investigated  it 
will  be  fonnd  that  the  present  subdivision  of  duties  should  be  main- 
tained, and  that  it  best  promotes  thorough  efficiency,  economy,  strict 
interpretation  and  execution  of  the  laws,  and  prompt  accountability. 
Consolidation  would  create  divided  responsibility  and  inevitable  delays. 
But  I  will  not  say  much  here  on  this  subject,  as  it  will  be  my  duty  to 
present  to  the  commission  on  re-organization  my  views  more  in  detail. 
I  will  barely  add  that  I  am  forced  to  deny  any  necessity  for  "  reform  or 
re-organization," 'when  the  statistics  of  the  Pay  Department  show  that 
during  the  late  war,  in  which  it  disbursed  $1,100,000,000,  the  defalca- 
tions and  losses  of  all  kinds  were  less  than  one-tenth  of  1  per  cent.,  and 
the  cost  of  paying  the  troops,  including  expenses,  defalcations,  and 
losses  of  all  kinds,  was  less  than  six  millions,  or  less  than  three-fourths 
of  1  per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount  disbursed. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  also,  that  since  I  assumed  charge  of  this  office, 
from  the  1st  of  January,  1872,  to  the  30th  June,  1876,  the  disbursements 
of  the  Pay  Department  have  been  about  $59,289,000,  and  the  only  de- 
falcation was  that  of  Maj.  Y.  8.  Eggleston,  of  $12,337.  (It  is  expected 
that  the  sureties  of  that  officer  will  make  good  this  amount,  in  which 
case  no  loss  to  the  United  States  has  occurred.)  The  only  loss  was— by 
wreck  of  steamer  near  Vancouver's .  Island — of  $2,124,  in  hands  of  a 
paymaster  drowned  at  the  time.  This  is  .024  of  1  per  cent,  of  the  total. 
During  the  same  period,  the  entire  exi)ense  of  making  these  disburse- 
ments has  averaged  a  little  more  than  1^  per  cent. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1821,  Daniel  Parker,  then  Paymaster-Gen- 
eral, said  in  his  annual  report :  <^  The  whole  expense  of  paying  the 
Army  will  not  in  the  future,  nnder  the  present  arrangements,  exceed  2^ 
per  centum  on  the  moneys  disbursed,  which  is  the  usual  mercantile 
commission  between  individuals."  This  was  doubtless  said  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  statistics  had  shown  that  from  1812  to  1816  (during 
that  war  against  Great  Britain)  the  entire  cost  of  paying  the  troops  had 
reached  4.36  per  centum  on  the  amount  disbursed.  Of  this,  near  3  per 
centum  were  defalcations !  When  the  latter  were  more  than  twice  the 
whole  expense  of  paying  the  troops,  (by  tlie  method  of  paying  by  com- 
pany commanders,  &c.,)  no  wonder  some  new  and  more  reliable  system 
was  sought. 

If  it  is  thought  that  this  is  the  iteration  of  statistics  often  before  an- 
nounced, my  reply  is  that  the  word  "  reform"  in  the  act  of  July  24, 1876, 
may,  in  the  fashion  of  the  hour,  have  an  odious  significance,  by  which 
silence  might  be  misinterpreted.  The  staff  should  stand  ready  to  throw 
fall  light  on  its  entire  history,  present  and  past,  and  its  present  status 
will  thus  be  best  vindicated.  As  a  bill  passed  one  House  at  the  recent 
session  to  transfer  the  Indian  Bureau  to  the  War  Department,  and  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  in  the  House  reported  unanimously  a  bill  to 
transfer  the  Pension  Bureau  to  the  War  Department,  it  is  not  believed 
that  the  word  ''reform"  in  this  connection  can  be  intended  to  have  the 
untoward  meaning  referred  to. 

I  cannot  suppose  that  any  serious  design  exists  to  deny  ordinary  pro- 
motion to  this  Department,  for,  if  I  did,  I  would  be  justified  in  the  use 
of  the  strongest  words  of  protest.  The  interdict  of  section  1194  of  the 
Beviaed  Statutes,  forbidding,  '<  until  otherwise  directed  by  law,"  ap- 
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pointincnts  and  promotions  in  the  staff,  now  only  applies  to  tbo  Pay 
Department,  it  having  been  repealed  during  tbe  last  four  years  in  refer- 
ence to  every  other  branch  of  the  staff.  No  vacancies  as  they  occur  can 
now  be  filled,  except  those  in  the  grade  of  major,  as  authorized  by  the 
act  of  March  2,  1875.  The  two  vacancies  in  the  grade  of  lieuten- 
ant-colonel, or  deputy  paymaster-general,  have  not  been  filled.  One 
occurred  January  1, 1872,  by  the  retirement  of  Lieut.  Col.  H.  Leonard ; 
the  other  occurred  March  5, 1873,  by  the  death  of  Lieut  Col.  C.  H.  Fry. 
The  two  senior  paymasters  should  be  promoted  to  these  vacancies. 
One  is  now  chief  paymaster  Department  of  the  Missouri,  the  other, 
chief  in  the  Division  of  the  Pacific.  Any  army  organization  without 
just  and  regular  promotion  will  stagnate,  and  I  would  thus  emphatically 
represent  the  injustice  of  longer  delaying,  to  those  very  worthy  officers, 
their  well-earned  promotion. 

\  In  connection  with  this  subject,  it  is  proper  to  notice  that  while  this 
Department  does  not  receive  the  promotions  (quite  moderate  and  limited, 
•  comparatively,)  provided  by  existing  laws,  additions  have,  in  the  last 
few  years,  been  made  to  the  number  of  officers  of  like  grades  in  the 
Medical  and  Subsistence  Departments.  By  the*  act  of  June  26,1876, 
the  Medical  Department  has  five  more  colonels  and  five  more  lieutenant- 
colonels  than  were  given  by  the  act  of  July  28, 1866.  The  Subsistence 
Department,  by  the  act  of  June  23, 1874,  has  one  more  lieutenant-col- 
onel than  was  given  by  the  act  of  July  28, 1866.  I  do  not  call  in  ques- 
tion the  grounds  advanced  in  the  memorial  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  of  1873^  as  to  the  justice  and  propriety  of  an  increase  in 
the  number  in  the  higher  grades  of  the  Medical  Department;  but  it  is 
.  claimed  that  every  word  of  that  memorial  justly  applies  to  this  Depart- 
ment, the  senior  officers  of  which  have  as  legitimate  claims  as  those  of 
the  Medical  Department.  A  whole  corps  is  stimulated  by  such  promo- 
tion. The  ambition  to  perfbrm  faithfully  and  efficiently  his  duty  is  the 
first  aim  of  the  true  soldier,  and  the  Government  should  take  care  that 
some  advancement  shall,  in  the  course  of  years,  follow  such  a  career. 

The  act  of  July  24, 1876,  provides  for  mileage  being  paid,  but  denies 
it  for  travel  over  what  are  styled  '^  free  roads,''  and  makes  the  rate  8 
cents  per  mile.  I  submit  the  propriety  of  restoring  it  to  10  cents  per 
mile,  and  rescinding  the  portion  forbidding  mileage  being  paid  for 
travel "  on  any  railroad  on  which  the  troops  of  the  United  States  are 
entitled  to  be  transported  free  of  charge."  The  number  of  miles  over 
these  roads  (49  in  number)  roaches  the  total  of  about  7,840.  To  travel 
over  these,  the  officer  must  obtain  transportation  orders  from  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department.  They  lie  mainly  in  a  region  west  of  the  ^lis- 
sissippi,  over  which  tliere  will  always  be  a  large  share  of  the  travel  of 
officers  of  the  Army  on  public  business.  There  are  extraordinary  ex- 
penses of  travel,  beyond  tbe  bare  railroad  fare.  It  was  always  the 
theory  that  if  10  cents  a  mile  was  paid  it  would  cover  a  large  portion 
of  those  extraordinary  expenses.  But  considering  the  necessity,  accord- 
ing to  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service,  of  frequent  removals,  it  will 
be  quite  onerous  if  bare  transportation,  and  no  other  portion  of  the  ex- 
penses of  tmvel,  is  thus  furnished  to  the  officer.  For  the  reasons  as- 
signed in  my  last  annual  report,  mileage  is  still  preferred  to  the  system 
of  <<  actual  expenses"  enacted  by  the  law  of  June  16,  1874.  But  no 
such  limitations  to  payment  of  mileage  were  before  establishctl  or  con* 
templated,  and  I  trust  that,  upon  mature  consideration,  it  will  be  found 
just  and  reasonable  that  they  should  be  i*emoved. 

The  "annuity  scheme"  was  favorably  refeiTed  to  in  the  last  annual 
message  of  the  President,  and  I  will  hope  that  it  may  yet  receive  the 
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favorable  action  of  Congress.  The  number  of  widows  and  orphans 
made  by  tlie  deaths  of  those  gallant  officers  (for  whose  demise  the  whole 
country  mocms)  killed  in  battle  in  the  recent  Indian  campaigns  has 
brought  vividly  home  to  us  the  utility  and  beneficence  of  such  provis- 
ion  as  would  thus  have  been  made  by  the  voluntary  action  of  the  offi- 
cers. It  is  not  proposed  as  a  substitute  for  the  pension  system,  but  as 
a  machinery  to  encourage  officers  in  such  provident  precautions. 

Jji  1874  I  made  a  carefully-prepared  table  of  the  mortality  in  each 
yoai',  for  fifty  years,  among  the  officers  of  the  Army,  including  those 
killed  in  battle.  It  amounted  to  an  average,  annually,  of  24.1  per  1,000 
men.  I  append  this  table  to  this  report.  (See  Appendix  marked  G.) 
It  will  show  that  the  average  mortality,  in  the  long  periods  of  time,  is 
not  comparatively  large.  But  based  on  these  very  statistics,  the  tables 
of  annuity  survivorship  could  be  calculated,  rendering  it  perfectly  safe 
for  the  Government  to  adopt  the  system.  The  table  being  calculated 
on  the  survivorship  principle,  it  is  true  that  if  the  heir  or  nominee  dies 
before  the  officer,  the  money  paid  remains  in  the  Treasuiy.  But  on 
this  very  account  the  payments  will  be  less  than  in  ordinary  insurance. 
That  eminent  scientist.  Prof.  W.  H.  0.  Bartlett,  late  professor  at  West . 
l^oint,  and  who  has  recently -made  the  subject  his  study,  with  all  the 
appliances  of  recent  investigation  in  the  science  of  probabilities,  is 
ready  to  i)repare  for  the  War  Department  the  necessary  tables.  *He 
and  those  well  informed  say  that  the  insurance  companies  look  favor- 
ably on  the  plan,  as  not  in  real  conflict  or  competition  with  them,  but 
only  calculated  to  turn,  more  and  more,  large  masses  of  the  people  to 
think  of  their  obligations  to  provide  for  their  families. 

Stated  briefly  the  scheme  is  this :  an  officer  by  voluntary  monthly  de- 
ductions from  his  pay  could  thereby  secure  a  certain  annuity  to  his  heir 
or  nominee  after  his  death.  Being  monthly,  the  payments  would  be 
comparatively  imperceptible. 

If  insurance  companies  can  make  money  in  paying  annuities,  the 
Oovemment  can  at  least  protect  itaelf  from  loss,  which  is  all  it  would 
wish.  But  it  might,  for  the  next  thirty  years,  be  entitled  a  scheme  to 
put  money  in  the  Treasury.  The  average  age  of  officers  of  the  Army 
may  be  assumed  to  be  about  thirty-eight  years,  and  the  expectancy  of 
life  for  that  age  is  about  twenty-nine  years. 

Thus,  for  that  period,  if  two  hundred  and  fifty  officers  went  into  the 
scheme,  paying  into  the  Treasury  an  average  of  820  per  month,  or  $240 
per  annum,  this  would  amount  to  $60,000  per  annum,  or, .in  thirty  years, 
to  $1,800,000.  The  great  mass  of  annuities  would  not  commence  until 
toward  tne  termination  of  that  i>eriod;  though  of  course  they  would 
begin  to  be  paid,  from  time  to  time,  every  year  after  the  system  went  into 
operation.  The  burden  of  repayments  or  of  annuities  would  therefore 
be  met  by  the  next  generation. 

When  the  wise,  benevolent,  and  beneficent  purpose  of  this  annuity 
scheme  is  remembered,  (calculated  to  elevate  the  Army  aud  increase  its 
efficiency.)  it  is  hoped  that  Congress  can  consent  to  this  mode  of  now 
replenishing  our  coffers,  when  the  ultimate  outlay  it  will  impose  will 
fall  upon  a  future  more  propitious  period  of  our  national  finances. 

I  recommend  that  the  grades  of  company  quartermaster-sergeant, 
artificer,  and  wagoner  be  abolished,  or  that  the  benefits  of  the  act  of 
May  15, 1872,  (sections  1280, 1281, 1282,  and  1283,  Revised  Sftatutes,) 
should  justly  be  extended  to  them.  As  a  stimulus  to  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  I  recommend  that  section  22  of  H.  B.  bill  2935  be  adopted. 
It  *gives  to  sergeant-migors  and  regimental  quartermaster-sergeants 
83G  per  mouth,  and  to  first  sergeants  $30  per  month. 
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I  retiommond  Uiatpsyma.storfi'irlorksrccoirD,  LijlnT,  either ad^^^^H 
of  pny  or  nii  iillowsiDce  of  I'iikI  iiiid  qitarteni.  Their  pay  is  'O^^^^^^l 
atiil  unfavontlilyin  oontratit  witli  that  of  clerks  of  the  other  sUd^^^^^H 
mouta.  The  latter  do  iiot  havu  more  dlilicult  or  Anlcioas  <)nMi^^^| 
they  aru  uot  hulf  as  daugorotiK.  1  most,  in  this  connection,  rvf«r  to^^H 
death,  oii  the  'JSil  of  Mny,  ISTG.  of  n  paymast«r's  olerk,  Mr.  Loala  ^H 
Spencer,  a  tiatire  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  killed  hy  robbers,  in  dcfenm  ^H 
pnblic  fands,  nhil^  accoinpnnyiug  bin  chief  on  a  pay-t«ur  in  Korthfl^f 
CAlifoniia>  His  conduct  and  faithful  discharge  of  bis  datieM  hove  l^H 
ceivod  handsome  tribates  from  two  iiaj-mastera  with  whom  he  b^H 
serred.  The  mode  of  his  dcnih  merits  this  i-ecord,  exhibiting  the  hosu^H 
of  our  profeasioti.  ^M 

The  amount  received  from  deposits  of  Roldiers  ilnring  the  ImI  }'Q^| 
WHS $43.5,912.C8.  The  amount  deposited  during  the  previous  fiscal  ya^| 
was  (325,355.80.  The  nnniberof  soldiers  avaiUni;  theiuselvefl  or  t^H 
system  has  increased,  but  the  average  ainouut  of  each  deposit  liu  ^H 
iQiiilsbcd.  It  is  fair  to  suppose  that  the  favorable  inflneuc*}  of  the  s^H 
tem  contiunes.Hstheiiamberof  desertions  ill  the  Army  during  th«  tlso^H 
ye-Br  ending  30th  Jane,  1870,  were  1,833  as  contrasted  with  -/'^I.  1^^| 
number  occurring  dnnag  the  fiscal  year  ending  30tU  June,  ISTu.  T^H 
amount  of  (]eposits  stilt  remaining  unpaid  at  the  end  of  the  Inst  flso^l 
year  was  $030,098.03.  ■ 

It  if  my  dnty  to  represent  that  the  diminntiou  (twelve  clerkR)  in  tt^M 
clerical  force  of  this  ofBce,  by  the  act  of  Angiiat  15,  18TG,  (leglslnUl^l 
execntive,  andjndicial  appropriation  bill,]  cripples  tiie  execution  of  tll^| 
public  bnsiuesK,  and  does  uot  tea\'e  thiK  Department  in  a  |)Oflitia^| 
promptly  to  answer  the  ealla  which  are  iua«lc  upon  it.  1  rocommead  t^M 
inc7ea«3  nf  at  least  five  clerks  beyond  tiie  prcneut  force.  ^H 

The  records  of  this  othce  nre  very  valuable,  and  indiHpetiiiable  to  f^H 
able  the  Gnveniraent  to  do  Justice  to  ofticors  and  wtdiers  of  the  lalH 
war,  bnt  the  building  now  occnpied  for  llio  I'aymaster-Oeneral's  OfQciu| 
thongh  the  l>e»t  for  the  purpose  which  could  be  found,  (and  obUiiiMJ 
at  n  rent  of  (1,600  less  per  autium  than  the  old  building,}  is  in  tbn 
midst  of  a  block,  where  tliero  in  cotieidurablc  danger  of  lire.  I  tlAWj 
ordered  every  precaution  to  be  taken  agaiu'tt  the  occurrence  of  Area,  buM 
I  desire  to  urge  the  importunee  of  ample  appropriations  for  the  spMdfS 
completion  of  the  new  War  Department  edifice,  »o  that  thia  oQlee  nM^^ 
be  removed  to  u  flre-proof  buildiug.  ' 

fiespeotfully  submitted. 

BBNJ.  ALVOBD, 
PttjfTMHer-GiHtrtit  Vnittd  Stattt  Armf. 

To  the  Hou.  Skobetarv  op  Wae, 

(Throngh  Adjutaot-Geueral  of  the  Army.) 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  OHDNANOB. 

OBDKAKCF.  OpFICE,  War   DErABTSCENT, 

V>'a»hinston.  Octoba- 10,  LS7&  J 
SIR:  I  have  the  honor  .Irt  submit  the  following  report  of  the  prioolli^ 
operations  of  the  Ordnance  Departmint  during  Iho  flscal  year  atu 
Jnne  .'(0,  ISTG,  with  such  remarks  am)  rKuQimcmlalions  aa  the  lut4 
o/'t^tbnucliof  UwaiUtMjr  iwrviMtMBt  b>in|iiictt. 
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The  fiscal  resources  and  disbursements  of  the  Department  during  the 
year  were  as  follows,  viz : 

Amonnt  of  appropriations  in  Treasary  June  30, 1875 $*i63, 534  68 

Amoant  in  Government  depositories  to  credit  of  disbnrsing-officers  on 

same  date 255,709  26 

Amount  o'f  deposits  in  Treasury  not  reported  to  the  credit  of  the  appro- 
priations on  the  same  date 11,680  24 

Amonnt  of  appropriations  from  July  1, 1875,  to  June  30, 1876,  including 
the  fixed  annual  appropriation  for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia . .    1 ,  346, 637  99 

Amount  from  appropriation  from  tales  of  ordnance  material •    75, 000  00 

Amoant  (net)  received  since  Jnne  30, 1875,  on  acconnt  of  damages  to 
arms  in  hands  of  troops,  from  sales  of  arms  to  officers,  and  of  con- 
demned stores,  and  from  all  other  sources  not  before  mentioned 441, 575  84 

Total 2,395,344  21 


Amount  of  expenditures  since  June  30, 1675 .*. . .  $1, 036, 218  45 

Amount  deposited  nnder  appropriation  for  allowanc6  under  eight-hour 

law  in  excess  of  remittances 953  33 

Amount  deijosited  in  Treasury  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1676,  as  miscellaneous  receipts ,. 402,884  07 

Amonnt  of  deposits  not  reported  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriations  on 

Juno30,  1876 3,482  98 

Amonnt  in  Government  depositories  to  the  credit  of  disborsing-officers 

on  June  30, 1676 _ 188,471  21 

Amonnt  turned  into  the  surplus  fund  on  Jane  30, 1876 14, 893  24 

Amount  of  appropriations  in  Treasury  June  30, 1870 148, 440  93 

Total 2,395,344  21 

The  manufacture  of  rifles  and  carbines  at  the  National  Armory,  and  of 
metallic  ammunition,  infantry,  cavalry,  and  horse  equipments,  and  all 
minor  ordnance  stores  and  supplies,  with,  their  care  and  preservation, 
at  our  several  arsenals ;  the  distribution  of  all  such  supplies  to  the 
Army,  militia,  and  Marine  Corps,  and  designated  colleges ;  the  exami- 
nation and  testing  of  various  inventions ;  the  experiments  with  heavy 
cannon,  field-guns,  mitrailleuse,  powder,  projectiles,  &c.,  at  the  proving- 
ground  at  Sandy  Hook ;  and  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  different 
arsenals  with  their  millions  of  public  property,  together  with  details 
at  several  of  the  headquarters  of  military  divisions  and  departments, 
have  given  full  employment  to  the  officers  of  the  corps. 

Their  stations  and  duties  on  October  1, 1876,  wore  as  follows :  2  at 
the  Ordnance  Office,  32  officers  and  9  ordnance  store-keepers  at  the 
arsenals,  4  at  the  Military  Academy,  6  on  the  ordnance  board  and 
foundry  duty,  7  at  the  headquarters  military  divisions  and  depart- 
ments, 2  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  and  1  officer  and  2  ordnance 
store-keepers  on  sick-leave. 

APPBOPBIATIONS. 

The  limited  appropriations  made  by  Congress,  much  below  the  esti- 
mates submitted  by  this  bureau,  have,  in  many  instances,  prevented 
the  supplying  of  the  Army  on  the  frontier  with  that  superior  quality  of 
ordnance  stores  which  the  nature  of  such  service  demands,  and,  in  the 
attempt  to  utilize  the  material  remaining  on  hand  from  the  late  war, 
every  care  and  effort  has  been  exercised  in  its  selection  and  preparation 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  troops,  but  with  more  or  less  dissatisfaction 
inseparable  from  the  use  of  old  material  and  obsolete  patterns.  Expla* 
nations  to  this  effect  have  had  to  be  made  to  officers  in  command  ot 
troops  in  defense  of  the  action  of  this  Department,  where  the  responsi- 
bility for  limited  appropriations  cannot  rest    It  is  very  natural  that. 
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in  the  rapid  march  of  improvement  in  all  war-supplies  the  world  over, 
our  soldiers,  who  are  to 'perform  most  difficalt  and  dangerons  serrioe* 
shonld  insist  upon  the  latest  and  most  approved  models  and  material  of  ' 
the  best  quality ;  and  this  Department  has  made  every  effort  to  respond 
to  their  every  requirement  with  the  funds  at  its  disposal.  The  appro- 
priations, therefore,  for  the  use  of  this  D^artment  shonld  be  largely 
increased  over  those  for  the  present  fiscal  year.  The  fnnctions  of  the 
Ordnance  Department  are  not  limited  to  the  mere  supply  of  arms,  ^c, 
tx>  our  small  Army,  but  are  commensurate  with  the  whole  conntry. 
Its  duties  are  national  in  their  character  and  application.  They  are 
intended  to  prepare  the  nation  for  war.  And,  in  deciding  upon  the 
moneys  to  be  expended  by  it,  the  wants  of  the  country  at  large  in  the 
event  of  war  should  be  seriously  considered,  and  not  the  comparatively 
trivial  demands  of  an  army  of  25,000  men. 

ARSENALS. 

Tlje  appropriation  of  $40,000  for  the  ^*  repairs  of  smaller  arsenals, 
&0.,''  (fifteen  in  number,)  is  entirely  inadequate.  If  the  policy  of  Con- 
gress  in  regard  to  these  arsenals  is  followed  out  many  years  longer,  it 
will  result  in  great  loss  to  the  Government  in  the  deterioration  of  these 
valuable  properties.  The  recommendation  made  by  this  bureau  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  the  action  of  a  board  appointed  under  act  of  Congress, 
strongly  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  should  be  carried  out. 
It  is  this :  to  concentrate  the  manufacturing  operations  of  the  Depart-* 
ment  at  three  arsenals  and  the  armory,  retain  a  few  smaller  arsenals 
for  receipts  and  issues  at  central  points,  and  sell  all  the  others.  I  rec- 
ommend the  retention  of  Benicia  Arsenal,  on  the  Pacific ;  Bock  Island 
Arsenal,  in  the  Mississippi  Valley ;  the  National  Armory,  at  Springfield, 
Mass.;  the  Frankford  Arsenal,  Pennsylvania;  and  the  erection  of  an  arse- 
nal in  the  vicinity  of  New  York  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  those 
not  required.  The  Allegheny,  Watervliet,  Watertown,  and  Washington 
Arsenals  should  be  sold.  The  Indianapolis,  Kennebec,  Fort  Monroe, 
Augusta,  and  San  Antonio  Arsenals  should  be  retained  as  places  of  de- 
posit, repair,  and  issue. 

The  concentration  of  our  manufactures  at  a  few  points  is  essential  to 
an  economical  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Department;  but  an 
equally  strong  reason  lies  in  this,  that  certain  products  should  not  be  sep- 
arated in  their  manufacture,  as  instance  the  fact  that  arms  are  made  at 
the  Springfield  Armory  and  ammunition  for  them  at  the  Frankford 
Arsenal,  when  both  these  should  be  made  at  the  same  place,  to  insure 
that  accuracy  of  detail,  adjustment  of  parts,  constant  watchfulness  of 
gauges,  when  a  variation  of  one-thousandth  part  of  an  inch  causes  fail- 
ure in  the  arm  or  cartridge,  so  necessary  to  secure  perfect  harmony  in 
the  operations  that  are  to  be  used  combined  in  one  final  result.  And  ko 
with  many  other  of  our  manufactures,  where  nniiormity  in  quality  and 
cost  can  only  be  attained  by  concentration  at  one  point  of  production. 
This  whole  matter  has  been  ably  discussed  by  the  board  instituted  last 
year  under  provision  of  law,  and  whose  reiK>rt  accompanied  my  last 
annual  report,  and  is  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  lie  again  sub- 
mitted. 

SMALL- ARMS. 

Only  one  hundred  thoosand  dollars  were  appropriatetl  for  the  manu- 
factnre  of  rifles  and  carbines  at  the  National  Armory  dtiring  the  pres- 
ent fiscal  year,  1877.    I  have  submitted  an  estimate  of  $500,000  for  this 
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object^  aud  earnestly  rocommend  tbat  the  appropriatiou  of  this  atnoant 
be  asked  of  Congress.  Daring  the  ten  years  preceding  the  war — ^from 
1852  to  1861 — an  average  of  $251,000  per  annum  was  appropriated  for 
the  mana&ctnre  of  arms,  when  the  wants  of  a  smaller  army  than  the 
present  and  the  cheapness  of  the  arms  then  made  permitted  the  gradaal 
accumulation  of  them  in  store.  On  October  1, 187G,  our  returns  show 
only  17,004  Springfield  rifles  and  3,G84  Springfield  carbines  on  hand, 
being  a  total  of  20,088  arms  of  the  approved  service  model.  Our  x>res- 
ent  appropriation,  with  what  can  be  spared  from  the  appropriation  for 
arming  and  equipping  the  militia,  will  enable  this  Department  to  man- 
ufacture during  the  current  year  about  10,000.  The  demands  from  the 
Army,  and  requisitions  from  the  militia  on  their  respective  quotas,  will 
probably  take  12,000  or  15,000,  leaving  in  store  at  the  end  of  the  present 
fiscal  year  not  more  than  8,000  of  these  approved  arms. 

We  have  on  hand  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  muzzle-loading  rifle- 
muskets  of  obsolete  patterns,  and  a  limited  number  of  repaired  breech- 
loaders, but  modem  wars  must  be  fought  with  the  most  approved 
weapons,  and  none  less  perfect  than  the  new-model  Springfield  will  sat- 
isfy our  soldiers.  The  principal  European  powers  are  at  the  present 
time  replacing  the  arms  usedin  the  late  wars  on  the  continent  by  more 
improved  models  on  the  latest  inventions ;  each  nation  striving  to  sur- 
pass her  neighbors  in  the  power  and  perfection  of  her  arms.  Such  costly 
re-armaments  show  the  great  importonce  that  is  ascribed  to  securing  the 
very  beet  in  their  gigantic  preparations  for  a  possible  conflict.  Ought 
this  country  to  be  so  blind  to  the  possible  wants  of  the  future  as  to  be 
willing  to  depend  on  obsolete  weapons  in  store  and  the  precarious  sup- 
plies in  the  marketf  I  deem  it  most  vital  to  tiie  interests  of  the  nation 
that  the  manufacture  of  arms  by  this  Department  be  steadily  continued, 
in  quantities  sufficient  to  render  a  gradual  accumulation  of  them  in  store 
a  certainty.  That  a  better  arm  than  the  Springfield  may  some  day  be 
invented  is  not  at  all  improbable,  and  a  magazine-gun  will  no  doubt  be 
the  arm  of  the  future,  but  until  such  an  one  suitable  for  the  military 
service  has  been  perfected  and  approved,  a  reserve  stock  of  Springflelds 
is  a  necessity.  The  affairs  at  the  National  Armory  have  been  conducted 
in  a  most  satisfactory  manner  under  the  skillful  management  of  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  G.  Benton,  commanding. 

MILITIA. 

The  necessity  for  an  increase  of  the  annual  appropriation  for  arming 
and  equipping  the  militia  is  so  well  understood  and  appreciated,  has 
been  so  often  referred  to  at  length  in  official  reports  from  this  office  and 
the  War  Department,  that  no  lengthy  discussion  is  called  for. 

The  aggregate  strength  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  as  taken 
from  the  last  Army  Begister,  is  as  follows : 

Organized Hl,724 

Unorganized • ;$,  701,977 

and  only  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  annually  appropriated  for 
their  arms  and  equipments.  With  our  small  standing  army,  the  country 
must  recruit  its  fighting-force  from  the  people  upon  the  breaking  out  of 
war.  The  soldiers  who  fought  the  battles  of  the  rebellion,  nearly  half  a 
generation  ago,  will  soon  pass  from  the  scene,  or  become  too  old  for 
active  service,  and  most  of  the  experience  of  the  war  will  be  lost  to  the 
country,  with  the  actors  in  their  graves.  Tn  a  very  few  years  dependence 
will  have  to  be  placed  on  the  raw  recruits ;  and  while  the  experiences  of 
the  bivouac  and  battle  cannot  be  acquired  in  peace  and  in  the  quiet 
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avocations  of  onliuary  life,  maoh  oau  be  ofTectetl  b;  iiliusiuf;  ia  the  bu 
of  our  joiinK  ru«u  the  arms  they  luny  have  to  use  in  war,  aiii!  fucournj; 
iii{*  that  imiiUiry  spirit  which  alono  can  make  luaterial  for  soldien. 
Tbii  <lifitril>ii1.ioii  of  arms  to  the  uiilitin.  is  a  vital  element  in  this  regard, 
ntul  Ihv  wiiiit.  of  a  large  RtandiDg  army  should  l>e  compcuaaiod  )iy  a  weU>' 
orsiinize<),  wpll-annotl,  aotl  \rcll-di»oipline(l  militia.  ~' 

Thu  act  of  March  3, 1875,  provided  for  giving  credit,  under  c 
coudilioii8,  to  tlie  States  and  Territoriea  for  arms,  Sic,,  issued  to  t 
between  1801  and  1805,  and  charged  under  the  law  for  armiuf;  ud 
e()uip|iin;;  the  militia.  Tlie  at^frregate  credit  to  bo  claimed,  in  oaw  all 
Iht*  uliurgCM  are  removed  undL'r  the  conditioua  imposed  by  the  law, 
umounlti  to  $1,700,000.  Credits  have  already  been  givou  to  the  extent 
uf  $iiO,WiO,  and  tlie  latent  model  of  breecli-Ioaiding  riUes  and  other  (ttorcn 
have,  in  the  majority  of  cuiicji,  been  JsiiQed  on  aeconut  thereof.  Then  u 
now  due,  and  may  become  due,  the  various  States  and  Territories  oa 
tholr  rosi'eclivo  quotas  an  amount  sufficieut  to  exhaust  our  limited  *t4M^ 
of  improved  arms  t<hould  a  ruu  be  made  upon  it.  ^H 

AlUU  ISi)U£l>  lO  SXi.7ES  AND  lEBRIIUSlKH.  ^M 

The  following  joint  resolution  woa  pasand  at  the  }ast  soauoD :  ^| 
"JOIXr  KESOLUTIO!!  iiutliominc  the  tiocrntory  of  Wu  to  1*ui«  Arw*.      ^M 

^^Jieaolvcfi  hn  the  8mate  and  Uomc  of  Bvpreicntatiws  of  tie  tTrij^B 
SttiUa  of  Ameru^  in  Congrats  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  Waz^B 
hereby  'autbonised  to  cause  to  be  issued  to  the  Territoriius  and  the  Stg||^| 
bordering  thuroou,  such  arms  as  ho  may  deem  necessary  for  UieJr  n^| 
tecUon,  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  to  said  States  each,  and  not  m^H 
thau  five  huudrvd  to  each  of  uaid  Tcrritoricit :  I'romled,  That  such  uai^| 
shall  be  only  from  arms  owned  by  the  liuvemment  whi<:h  have  bd^| 
liupereeded  and  no  longer  issued  to  the  Anuy :  l*rotided,  hoKever,  IflH 
said  arms  shall  bo  issued .  only  iu  thu  fuUonlug  maunor,  and  upon  UB 
foUowiug  conditions,  namely,  upon  the  requisitions  of  the  gommoifl 
of  said  Statfls  or  Territories  showing  tho  absolute  necessity  of  anna  fijifl 
the  protection  of  the  uitiiuias  and  their  property  against  Indian  rafttfl 
into  said  States  or  Terr  1  to rie:s ;  also  that  militia  com^ianies  an>  regalailH 
orRaoizcd  and  ander  control  of  thu  governors  of  said  States  or  Terrii|^| 
ries  to  whom  .said  arms  are  to  be  IssumI,  aud  that  said  governor  or  CS^| 
ernors  shall  give  a  good  and  sullicieut  bond  for  the  return  of  aaid  aq^| 
or  payment  for  the  same  at  such  time  as  the  Secretary  of  War  q^H 
desigoato.  ^^M 

"Approved  July  ^,  I^'<3.''  ^M 

Coder  the  authority  thus  conferred,  anus,  &c,  have  be^  tMiw^^| 
the  States  of  Kansas,  Nebraska,  aud  Texas,  and  to  the  Tenltat:^^! 
Montana,  tlie  governors  thereof  having  couipliud  with  the  reqalretiM^^| 
oftlio  jotutroHoIutiou.  Theanus  issued  coUhist  of  2,500  broech-Ioa^^H 
rHled  uiukotA,  caliber  .50;  l,OU0  broech-loadiug  carbines,  caliber  ^^H 
aud  10,000  cartridges ;  the  total  money  value  l>ciug  $W,lUiO.  ^^M 

TABGET-rKACTlCE.  ^H 

Tbo  want  of  n  tboroaghly-digested  systwn  of  tArscl-pracUoo  tat  ^H 
OM  ol  tbo  Army  has  long  been  felt.  The  dfecUvenesa  of  tlie  ann^H 
pMtda  larguly  ou  the  skill  of  the  man  who  uaeA  it,  and  soioe  uullii^H 
wMUta  auotUd  bo  devised  for  the  educatioD  of  the  soldloc  in  fcM^^B 
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spect.  Portable  and  permanent  targets  of  some  approved  pattern  should 
be  supplied  to  posts,  and  a  regular  drill  for  the  practice  should  be  fixed 
and  authorized.  This  important  matter  has,  in  the  past  few  years, 
received  special  attention,  not  only  in  the  armies  of  the  world,  but 
among  militia  and  private  organizations.  The  attention  of  this  Depart- 
ment  has  been  directed  to  this  subject  for  a  long  period,  and  many 
interesting  experiments  and  valuable  data  have  been  accumulated,  in 
order  to  render  a  preparation  of  a  system  of  easy  accomplishment.  On 
the  15th  May  last  I  had  the  honor  to  address  a  letter  to  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Army,  recommending  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War  the 
appointment  of  a  board  of  officers  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  a  definite 
conclusion.  I  took  occasion  to  state  that  "  this  very  important  subject 
has  engaged  the  attention  of  this  Department  for  some  time,  and  is 
deemed  vital  to  the  efficiency  of  the  soldier  in  the  use  of  his  weapon. 
A  mass  of  information  has  been  collected,  the  result  of  study  and  prac- 
tical tests  by  ordnance  officers,  which  will  be  submitted  to  the  board." 

WATEB-POWEB  AT  BOCK  ISLAND  ABSEMAL. 

On  the  17th  of  February  last  I  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War  my  report  on  the  necessity  for  a  special  appro- 
priation of  $157,350  for  completing  the  development  of  the  water-pow- 
er, inclosing  a  report  thereon  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Bock 
Island  Arsenal.  These  reports  were  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  on  the  19th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1876.  This  item  is  included  in  the  estimates  from  this  office  for 
the  year  1878,  and  the  necessity  and  propriety  for  an  appropriation  are 
fuUy  set  forth  in  the  papers  herewith  submitted.  This  appropriation  is 
required  to  carry  out  the  agreements  entered  into  by  the  Secretaries  of 
War  under  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  of  March  2, 1S67,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  Interests  of  private  parties  require  speedy  action 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  work  can  be  done  more  econom- 
ically if  the  whole  amount  asked  for  be  appropriated,  and  this  is  ear- 
nestly recommended. 

ABTESIAN  WELL  AT  BENICIA  ABSENAL.     * 

Lieutenant-Colonel  McAllister,  commanding,  reports  on  the  work  per- 
formed during  the  past  year  in  boring  the  artesian  well  at  the  Benicia 
ArsenaL  By  the  30th  June,  1875,  a  depth  of  1 ,049  feet  had  been  reached. 
Since  that  date  the  depth  of  boring  has  been  increased  to  1,093  feet,  but 
the  insertion  of  the  7-inch  pipe  met  with  great  difficulties  and  obstruc- 
tions, which  are  graphically  described,  and  which  were  successfully 
overcome  with  much  ingenuity,  perseverance,  and  patient  labor.  With 
the  appropriation  available  it  is  hoped  that  the  work  will  be  accom- 
plished, and  an  abundant  supply  of  water  obtained.  In  the  present 
condition  of  the  well,  a  deep-well  pump  put  down  200  feet  and  kept 
working  eight  hours  delivered  15,000  gallons  of  water  on  the  top  of  the 
hill.  Even  if  we  should  ultimately  fail  in  obtaining  a  flow  of  water 
above  the  surface  of  the  ground,  pumping  will  secure  a  permanent  sup- 
ply, although  at  considerable  expense  for  labor  and  machinery. 

INTEBNATIONAL  EXHIBITIGN — 187C. 

The  great  and  continued  interest  manifested  by  the  people  of  the 
whole  country  in  the  International  Exhibition,  and  the  acknowledged 
success  of  the  exhibits  made  by  the  Executive  Departments  of  the  Gov* 
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erutoout, induce  me  to  ^ivc  expression  to  tlie  oinuiou  iLattoLieateuaQB 
MetcHll'o  nud  Wliipplo  the  entire  credit  sliould  1)0  fijveu  tor  tho  nuuinfl 
ID  wbicli  Uio  exliibit  of  tUe  Ordn;iuce  Depnrtmeut  has  been  amtned 
and  conilucti'J.  Beyond  Iho  seloction  of  the  articles  to  l>e  Bent  lo  Ptd 
adelpbia  little  Tvas  ddsc  by  this  Barenu,  and  all  the  details  and  itmuiflH 
meiit^  for  doing  fall  justice  to  this  most  attraotivo  feature  of  tlie  tixtM 
bitioQ  wore  left  to  tho  judgment  of  these  oflicers.  LJeuteuant  SletcaMl 
has  becu  coustantly  present  and  iu  immediate  charge,  and  it  is  ospedafl 
to  bi8  uuweai'ied  industry,  his  thorough  knowledge  of  subjects  and  ^1 
tails,  and  his  decided  artistic  tastes,  that  the  iutere«it  aud  Emcoessfl 
tho  ordunui.-u  oichibit  ai-o  mainly  due.  The  reiMit  of  his  o]ternUoiM, S 
charge  of  the  orduauce  section,  Wnr  Department  exhibit,  ia  herevifl 
Mibmitted.  « 

A1IMA3IEST   OF  FOKTIl'ICATIOKS,  M 

Uadcr  thia  head  I  have  submitted  an  estimate  of  $OoO,000  for  IH 
uext  flscal  year.  The  conversion  of  smooth-bore  gnns  into  offlcfa 
8-iuch  rifles  has  progressed  satisfactorily:  The  coiled  wronght-iron  tabfl 
iisod  in  tho  conversion  have  been  imported,  but  a  trial  of  a  gim  wiUil 
tubo  of  domestic  manufacture  has  given  tho  best  results,  and  provM 
conclusively  that  our  x>rodnct  is  equal  to  the  imported,  notwitbstADdiM 
tboloQg  experience  iu  sncb  work  in  English  shops.  DepcudeooocM 
now  bo  placed  on  the  private  enterprise  and  skill  of  onr  own  people  ^B 
the  tuben  for  8-inch  ritles,  and  in  tho  prcparntion  of  guns  of  tbnt  natna 
Our  materia],  labor,  and  machinery  will  meet  nil  our  requirements.  Xfl 
'  8'inch  rille  with  American  tube  has  successfully  withstood  over  s9 
rounds  wilb  batteriug  charges,  nnd  remains  in  serviceable  coDditiofl 
U])  to  date,  Ihi'ce  guns  of  this  class  have  been  tested  with  the  mosl  oil 
Istactory  results — two  S  inch  and  one  0-inch  l:^a1iber — all  converted  fra3 
lO-iucb  smooth-bores.  Over  500  rounds  were  fired  witJi  l>aU«iii3 
charges  from  each  S-iuch  gunj  aud  tho  !)-iucli  gun,  with  tho  soinetfS 
terior  model  as  tbo  8-inch,  and  consequently  with  thinner  walU  and  lefl 
weighty  was  fired  502  rounds,  which  far  more  severely  tested  tbo  «t>'8td 
than  the  othei-  two  {junB,  It  must  now  bo  conceded  that  tho  RtrcugUi  id 
value  nfcouiersions,  by  iwing coiled  wrought-iron  lining-tubes  forS-iud 
ritieit,  have  been  ]>roTcd  and  established.  The  success  wbieli  hu  d 
tended  tbcsc  csiicrimeiitH  at  Sandy  Uook,  in  the  efibrt  to  tililizeod 
smootb-boro  cast-iron  gnns  by  converEing  them  into  rides  of  grout' po^H 
aud  clUcit!uey,  is  a  Kourco  of  great  satisfaction,  and  this  uuiforta  soomI 
jastiiics  us  in  the  conclusion  that  equally  satisfactory  results  will  foUd 
onr  triulit  with  tho  higher  natures  of  lO-iuch  and  12>inch  rifles.  wbM 
are  now  in  course  of  preparation.  If  our  anticipations  aro  rcaUsodfl 
the  success  uf  thcw  larger  calibcrH,  tho  Uepartment  willliaveddnslopfl 
aKystem  of  heavy  ordnance  at  small  expense  which  will  compOUM 
armumeut  fur  our  iorta  fully  ablo  to  cope  with  foreign  guns  of  c^iul  offl 
iber,  Buch  h  ey^Uim  will  bring  the  manufat-turo  entirely  wiUilu  t9 
capacity  of  our  private  foundries,  using  our  own  raw  matei-ial,  oim)  vh 
uo  dependence  ou  foreign  cstabllshmeutM.  ft  is  but  Kimple  jiistloefl 
give  all  thu  credit  for  the  success  that  hnti  been  thus  far  ucbtoTwl  ■ 
this  ru(i>eet  to  Lieut,  Col.  8.  Crispin,  Constructor  of  Urdnaace,  fld 
tho  other  members  of  tho  Ordnunco  Board,  BInJ.  T.  .1.  Tirailwrll  aifl 
Maj.  T.  (i.  Itiiylor,  and  the  recorder,  Capt.  (1.  \V.  MeKee;  and  I  afl 
coullilent  that  tho  IJnal  Dolutiuu  of  these  im|]onai)tqne»tiouH,  and  olbdfl 
of  a  kindred  character,  could  not  be  iutrut^ted  to  Kafor  or  Iwiter  ban^l 
The  detailed  reports  of  tho  Constructor  of  Onloaucc  and  of  Iho  Ordluu« 
Board  arc  herewith  submitted,  iu  the  belief  that  the  informaCion  eJ 
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vejed  will  be  fonnd  of  great  interest  to^tbe  military  profession  and  the 
country,  and  that  the  facts,  figures,  and  results  therein  recorded  will 
prove  that  most  valuable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  prosecution  of 
these  important  investigations  and  experiments. 

BREEOHLOADING  CANNON. 

Whatever  differences  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  relative  merits 
and  efficiency  of  muzzle  and  breech  loading  cannon  of  large  caliber, 
(the  former  being  exclusively  used  in  England,  the  latter  almost  unver< 
sally  adopted  on  the  continent  of  Europe,)  there  can  be  no  question 
that  in  casemated  works  the  latter  system  possesses  obvious  and  para- 
mount advantages,  such  advantages  as  are  generally  admitted  in  deter- 
mining on  the  proper  armament  for  shix)s  of  war.  The  subject  has, 
therefore,  not  escaped  the  attention  of  this  Department,  and  the  Board 
on  Experimental  Guns,  of  date  the  10th  June,  1875,  ^<  recognizing  breech- 
loading  rifles  for  casemate  service  to  be  a  great  desideratum,  believed 
that  a  portion  of  the  appropriation  should  be  expended  in  this  direction,'^ 
and  recommended  '^  that  a  sufficient  sum  be  used  for  the  conversion  of 
two  10-inch  smooth-bore  Bodman  cast-iron  guns  into  8-inch  breech-load- 
ing rifles,"  submitting  at  the  same  time  specific  plans  of  alteration,  &c. 
The  want  of  funds  available  for  the  purpose  preventedany  action  there- 
on, but  experiments  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  converting  some  of 
our  smooth-bore  Bodmans  into  breech-loading  rifies  should  be  under- 
taken at  an  early  day. 

EXPERIMENTAL  GUNS. 

Several  experimental  guns  of  large  caliber,  both  muzzle  and  breech 
loading,  that  were  manufactured  under  the  act  of  June  6, 1872,  have 
been  on  exhibition  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  by  request  of  the  re- 
spective inventors.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  have  them 
removed  to  Sandy  Hook,  and  ascertain  their  merits  by  actual  trial,  as 
soon  as  Congress  appropriates  the  funds  necessary  for  the  purpose. 

POWDER  DEPOT  AND  MILLS. 

An  estimate  of  $100,000  has  been  submitted  for  the  purchase  of  a  site 
for  a  powder  depot  ana  mills,  and  commencing  the  erection  of  suitable 
buildings.  The  absolute  necessity  for  this  appropriation  has  been  fre- 
quently stated  and  reported  on  hei*etofore,  and  special  reference  was 
made  to  it  in  my  last  annual  report.  The  annual  deterioration  of  gun- 
powder stored  in  our  forts  is  about  12  per  cent.,  and  the  prevention  of 
this  deterioration  would  in  a  few  years  more  than  repay  the  expense  of 
establishing  a  suitable  depot  for  its  preservation.  For  experimental 
powders,  the  erection  of  a  Government  mill  would  be  to  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  and  of  private  manufactories,  in  enabling  this  Depart- 
ment to  carry  on  experiments  and  fix  standards  for  future  guidance. 
It  would  be  an  economical  measure,  enabling  the  Department  to  make  its 
own  powder  in  time  of  peace  at  a  less  cost  than  now  paid  to  private  mills. 
Powder  for  heavy  ordnance  is  made  specially  for  the  purpose,  and  re- 
quires si)ecial  appliances  and  machinery  for  its  manufacture.  It  is  not 
marketable,  and  the  quantity  required  being  so  limited  as  not  to  excite 
competition,  high  prices  result.  I  submit  the  report  of  Lieut  Col.  S. 
Crispin,  Constructor  of  Ordnance,  on  the  deterioration  of  powder,  as  an 
interesting  paper  bearing^strongly  on  this  subject. 

31  Ab 
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INPBINGE^NT  OF  PATENTS. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  had  the  honor  to  renew  at  length  previous 
recommendations  on  the  subject  of  claims  set  np  against  this  Depart- 
ment for  alleged  infringement  of  patents.  During  the  last  session  of 
Congress  the  subject  received  the  attention  and  consideration  of  both 
Committees  on  Patents,  and  resulted  in  a  bill  reported  to  the  Senate, 
accompanied  by  a  favorable  report  from  the  committee,  recommending 
the  passage  of  the  bill  at  an  early  day.  The  papers  in  the  case  are  here- 
with appended,  and  the  hope  is  entertained  that  favorable  action  will 
be  taken  at  the  next  sessiou,  that  both  the  owners  of  patents  and  the 
Executive  Departments  may  be  relieved  of  much  embarrassment  in  the 
prompt  settlement  of  these  vexed  questions. 

CLEEICAIi  FORCE. 

I  beg  leave  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  necessity  for  an  increase  in 
the  clerical  force  of  this  bureau.  The  number  of  clerks  was  reduced  by 
late  legislative  enactment  from  eighteen  to  thirteen;  one  of  class  4,  one 
of  class  3,  one  of  class  2^  and  two  of  class  1.  With  the  reduced  force  it 
will  be  impossible  to  keep  np  the  work  of  the  office,  and  very  probably 
the  end  of  the  present  fiscal  year  will  find  us  with  at  least  one-third  of 
the  property-returns  unexamined  and  other  necessary  work  untouched. 
To  give  some  idea  of  what  has  been  done  in  this  office  during  the  pa^t 
twelve  months,  the  following  statement  is  submitted : 

Number  of  cash  accoants  of  disbarslDg-officers  examiDod  and  forwarded  to  the 

accounting-officors  of  the  Treaaary  for  settloment 2*^^ 

Number  of  property-returns  examined 3,7(H> 

Number  of  property^-retuniB  audited  and  closed 3, 367 

Number  of  roquisltious  received  !&om  the  Army l,2>^ 

Number  of  reports  received  from  the  armory,  arsenals,  and  the  Army  on  manu- 
facture, trials,  and  tests  of  war-materials,  &o 6,0^> 

Number  of  letters  received ,  11,172 

Number  of  letters  sent 15,925 

Number  of  orders  sent  to  the  various  arsenals  for  the  issue  of  supplies 1, 6^*3 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  papers,  heretofore  referred 
to: 

Appendix  A, — Statement  of  principal  articles  procured  by  purchase 
and  fabrication  at  the  arsenals  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 1876. 

A'fipendix  B, — Statement  of  ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  &c.,  issued  to 
the  Kegular  Army  and  to  posts  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 1876. 

Appendix  C. — Apportionment  of  arms  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jnne 
30, 1876,  under  the  law  of  1808,  for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia, 
as  amended  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  approved  March  3, 1855, 
and  regulations  established  in  conformity  therewith. 

Appendix  D. — Statement  of  ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  &c..  distributed 
to  the  militia  from  July  1, 1875,  to  June  30, 1876,  under  the  law  of  1808, 
as  amended  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  approved  March  3^  1855. 

Appendix  £. — Statement  of  ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  &c.,  distributed 
to  colleges  from  July  1, 1875,  to  Juno  30, 1876,  under  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  May  4,  1870. 

Appendix  F. — ^Eeport  of  Lieut.  Henry  Metcalfe,  Ordnance  Corps,  in 
charge  of  the  ordnance  exhibit  of  the  War  Department  at  the  Inter- 
national Exhibition,  1876. 

Appendix  G. — Report  of  Lieut  Ool.  J.  McAllister,  commanding 
Benicia  Arsenal^  Cal.,  on  progress  of  boring  the  artesian  well. 
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Appendix  H. — ^Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Silas  Crispin,  Constructor  of  Ord- 
nance, United  States  Anuy. 

Appendix  J. — Trial  of  the  9-incli  converted  rifle  No.  3. 

Appendix  K, — Trial  of  the  8-inch  converted  rifle  No.  2. 

Appendix  L, — ^Trial  of  the  8-inch  converted  rifle  No.  5. 

Appendix  M. — ^Trial  of  the  new-model  five-barreled  Gatling  gun, 
cal.  .^. 

Appendix  N, — Periodical  rejwrts  on  the  construction  of  the  experi- 
mental 10-inch  Woodbridge  muzzle-loading  rifled  gun,  made  by  officers 
of  the  Ordnance  Department  stationed  at  Frankford  Arsenal. 

Appendix  0. — Eteports  on  the  construction  of  the  9-inch  Hitchcock 
muzzle-loading  rifled  gun,  made  by  officers  of  the  Ordnance  Department 
stationed  at  the  National  Armory. 

Appendix  P. — Recommendations  of  a  board  of  ordnance  officers  con- 
vened under  the  provisions  of  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875, 
in  regard  to  the  sale  of  arsenals. 

Appendix  Q. — Eeports  relative  to  infringement  of  patents. 

Appendix  K. — Development  of  the  water-power  at  Bock  Island  Arse- 
ual. 

Appendix  8. — ^Beport  of  Lieut.  Col.  S.  Crispin,  Ordnance  Department, 
on  the  deterioration  of  powder,  caused  by  storage  in  sea-coast  forts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  V.  BENfiT, 
Brigadier  Qeneraly  Chief  of  Ordnance. 
The  Hon.  Skoretart  of  Was. 


BEPOBT  OP  THE  CHIEF  OF  BNQINEEBS. 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  £NGI^'£ERs, 
WasMngUm^  D.  C,  October  21, 1870. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  for  your  information  the  loUowiug 
report,  upon  the  duties  and  operations  in  the  Engineer  Department, 
daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 187G : 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

The  number  of  ofiBicers  holding  commissions  in  the  Corps  of  Engineers, 
United  States  Army,  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  was  107  on  the 
active-list,  and  5  on  the  retired-list ;  the  latter,  however,  under  the  law 
of  January  21,  1870,  not  being  available  for  duty.  In  the  duties 
devolving  upoo^the  corps  by  law,  and  its  organization,  the  employment 
of  a  number  of  scientists  and  assistant  engineers  has  been  necessary. 

The  only  chang^e  in  the  officers  of  the  corps  since  my  last  report,  is 
the  resignation  of  Capt.  Asa  H.  Holgatc,  December  9, 1875. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1876,  the  officers  were  distributed  as  follows : 

On  daty,  office  of  the  Chief  of  En^ioeen,  including  chief 4 

On  doty,  projection  and  construction  of  fortifications *  7 

On  duty,  conBtmction  of  forti fications  and  li^h t-bouse  duty 2 

On  duty,  construction  of  fortifioations,  and  nver  and  harbor  worlcSi  and  surreys 

for  same 18 

On  duty,  construction  of  fortifioations  and  river  aud  harbor  works  and  light-house 

duty,  and  surveys  for  same 4 

On  duty,  construction  of  river  and  harbor  works,  and  surveys  for  same 15 


r. 
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On  ilaty,  constractioD  of  river  and  harbor  works  and  Ught-houso  daty,  and  sorreyi 

for  samo .• 

Oadnty,  survey  of  northern  and  northwestern  lakes 7 

On  dnty,  explorations  of  country  west  of  ono  hundredth  meridian n 

On  duty  with  battalion  of  engineers 14 

On  duty,  public  buildings  and  grounds,  District  of  Columbia 1 

On  duty  under  Board  of  United  States  Executive  Departments,  collectin;;  and 
arranging  articles  pertaining  to  Engineer  Department  for  the  Intematioiial 

Exhibition,  1876 2 

On  sick-leave 1 

Detached  on  duty  with  the  Secretary  of  War^  the  General  of  the  Army,  genetmU 
commanding  divisions  and  departments,  light-house  establishment,  Military 
Academy,  survey  of  northern  boundary-lino  under  Dejiartment  of  State,  and  tho 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Colombia 2.t 

Awaiting  orders 1 

Total 107 

The  officers  detached  were  on  duty  as  follows : 

Col.  I.  C.  Woodruff,  engineer  third  light-house  district 

Lieut.  Col.  William  F.  Kaynolds,  engineer  fourth  light-house  district 

Lieut.  Col.  R.  S.  Williamson,  engineeer  twelfth  light-house  district •• ••• 

Maj.  O.  M.  Poe,  on  staff  of  the  General  of  the  Army 

Mag.  F.  Harwood,  engineer  fifth  light-house  district 

M;^).  P.  C.  Hains,  engineer-secretary  to  the  Ltght-Uonse  Board 

Maj.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  on  stafi*  of  Lieutenaut-General  commanding  Military  Diviaioo 

of  Uie  Missouri 

Capt.  William  A.  Jones,  engineer  sixth  light-house  district 

Capt.  William  S.  Stanton,  on  staff  of  commanding  general  Department  of  Platte.. 
First  Lieut.  E.  U.  Buffner,  on  staff  of  commanding  general  Department  of  the 

Missouri . 

First  Lieut.  J.  C.  Mallery,  on  staff  of  migor-general  commanding  Military  Diviaioa 

of  the  Pacific 

First  Lieut.  Edward  Maguire,  on  staff  of  commanding  general  Department  of 

Dakota 

First  Lieut.  R.  L.  Hoxle,  chief  enf^neer  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  nnder  the 

direction  of  the  board  of  Commissioners 

First  Lieut.  F.  V.  Greene,  on  dutv  in  the  ofiioe  of  the  Secretary  of  War 

Capts.  William  J.  Twining  and  J.  F.  Gregory,  on  duty  under  Department  of  Stale, 

upon  ioint  commission  for  the  survey  of  the  boundary-line  along  the  forty-niAth 

parallel *Z 

Capts.  C.  W.  Raymond,  A.  M.  Miller,  T.  H.  Handbnry ;  First.  Licuta.  J.  G.  D. 

Knight,  S.  E.  Tdlman,  C.  F.  Palfrey,  and  William  H.  Bixby,  on  duty  at  the  MU- 

itary  Academy ••«.      7 

Total »i; 

The  following  principal  geologist  and  civil  engineer  were  emplojed 
on  the  30th  of  Jane :  Clarence  King,  geologist,  ia  charge  of  geological 
exploration  of  the  fortieth  parallel :  and  S.  Thayer  Abert-,  in  charge  of 
river  and  harbor  improvemehts  on  Potomac  Biver  and  Chesapeake  Bay. 

SEA. COAST   AND   LAEE-FBONTIEB   DEFENSES. 

During  the  past  year  the  work  upon  our  sea-coast  defenses  has  pro- 
gressed as  rapidly  as  good  workmanship  and  the  amonnt  of  the  appro- 
priations granted  would  permit. 

The  dose  of  the  late  civil  war  found  the  naval  armaments  of  maritime 
nations  provided  with  new  and  iH>weifal  devices,  which  they  had  not 
possessed  prior  to  tho  oxperienoes  of  that  conflict. 

Iron-plato<l  sliips,  ii>vnlncrable  to  shells,  propelled  by  powerful  engines, 
armed  with  rilled  ordnance  of  large  calibers,  and  capable  of  navi^tiu^ 
the  ocean,  were  tho  outgrowth  of  the  period  of  our  late  civil  war. 

The  sea- coast  works  of  that  day,  for  defense  against  and  resistance  to 
naval  armaments,  had  been  proportioned  and  constructed  for  armament:^ 
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of  mach  less  weight  aud  power  than  those  now  in  cxisteucc — and  tht> 
safety  of  our  commercial  cities,  navy-yards,  and  war  depots  required 
that  the  sea-coast  defenses  existing  in  1865-'6C  shonld  be  materially 
strengthened  by  the  enlargement  in  some  cases  of  their  parts,  the  addi- 
tion of  other  works,  the  adoption  of  some  new  appliances,  and  the  intro- 
duction of  heavier  armaments. 

After  a  carefnl  study  of  the  subject  by  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  and 
with  tiie  light  afforded  by  the  experience  of  actual  conflict  between  sea* 
coast  defenses  and  the  new  naval  armaments,  the  system  to  govern  the 
future  construction  of  our  works  was  elaborated  in  1869,  and  will  be  found 
stated  in  detail  in  Executive  Document  No.  271,  House  of  Bepresenta- 
ti  ves,  Forty-first  Congress,  second  session,  where  it  will  be  seen  the  system 
received  the  approval  of  the  General  of  the  Army  and  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  since  then  has  been  repeatedly  endorsed  by  the  action  of 
Congress. 

The  main  features  of  this  system  are  the  use  of  heavy  earthen  barbette 
batteries,  with  parados  and  traverses*  of  heavy  mortar-batteries,  and  of 
obstructions  in  the  channels,  (mainly  electrical  torpedoes,)  to  hold  vessels 
from  running  past  the  batteries  and  reaching  the  cities  or  depots  be- 
yond them. 

Works  of  Ihis  character  have  been  steadily  progressing  since  1800, 
and  in  many  of  our  harbors  are  well  advanced  towards  completion,  but 
in  none  of  the  harbors  are  these  alterations  finished,  while  in  some  of  our 
important  harbors  along  the  Gulf-coast  the  works  are  scarcely  com- 
menced. 

Regarding  the  pressing  necessity  for  the  completion  of  the  works  in 
advance  of  hostilities,  I  beg  leave  to  quote  firom  my  remarks  of  last  win* 
ter  to  the  Military  Committee  of  the  House  ot  Bepresentatives,  con- 
tained in  report  No.  354,  House  of  Bepresentalives,  Forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, first  session,  pages  179  and  180 : 

In  the  evont  of  war  with  a  maritime  nation,  If  wo  had  no  Troll-digeBtod  system  of  sca- 
f oast  defense  ready  for  use,  the  omisers  and  war-vessels  of  the  enemy  conld  mn  into 
onr  harbors,  and  without  landing  oould  either  destroy  the  property  along  the  shores 
or  else  lay  the  people  under  contribution.  The  accurate  detailed  charts  of  onr 
harbors  and  channels,  published  by  the  United  States  Coast  Survey,  are  accessible  to 
all  such  nations,  and  are  doubtless  in  their  possession.  If  the  enemy  possesses  depots 
and  arsenals  in  close  proximity  to  our  shores,  the  arrival  of  such  armed  vessels  will  fol- 
low in  a  few  hours  after  the  declaration  of  war.  Thirty-six  hours'  steaming;  could 
bring  vessels  from  Halifax ;  six  hours,  vessels  from  Havana,  and  ninety^fiix  hours,  ves- 
sels ih>m  Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island,  to  important  harbors  of  the  United  States. 
There  mij;ht  be  very  litUo  time  for  preparation  to  meet  the  assaults  of  iron-plated 
ships,  for  they  are  plated  with  from  6  to  15  inches  of  iron,  and  carfy  rifled  guns  from 
9  inches  to  14  inches  boro,  all  of  which  {runs  are  more  powerfnl  than  any  gun  we  have 
in  onr  service.  With  a  fleet  or  even  a  single  vessel  of  this  kind  in  one  of  our  harbors 
it  would  be  of  no  avail  to  coUect  troops  in  the  city  or  town  threatened.  Suppose  with 
our  railroad  facilities  we  could  concentrate  100,000  men  in  twenty-four  hours  at  the 
point  threatene<l,  of  what  use  would  they  be  against  the  armored  ship  f  Suppose  that 
in  a  night  the  men  concentrated  could  throw  up  earthworks  and  mount  32-pounder8, 
49-pounder8, 100-pounder  rifles,  (even  if  it  were  possible  to  handle  guns  of  this  smaU 
aiee  with  the  rapidity  assumed,)  what  i^)ury  oould  all  this  do  to  the  armored  ship  in 
nnestion  f  Tho  projectiles  from  such  batteries  would  fall  harmlessly  from  the  side  of 
tne  enemy.  While  lying,  if  need  be,  beyond  the  range,  even,  of  our  guns,  with  his 
more  powerfnl  armamcntu  he  would  pierce  such  parapets  through  and  through,  dis- 
mount the  guns,  and  explode  such  magazines. 

But  it  may  bo  said  that  we  would  mount  guns  as  powerful  and  even  more  powerfnl 
than  those  of  the  enemy.  Doubtless  this  would  be  done,  first,  if  wo  hod  such  guns  in 
onr  service,  and,  second,  if  we  had  the  time. 

Our  largest  gnu,  of  which  we  have  any  number,  is  a  15-inch  smooth-bore,  and  weighs 
over  UTi  tons,  wo  have  about  325  of  them  for  our  entire  coasts  of  12,600  miles,  exclu- 
sive of  Alaska,  and  beyond  a  range  of  1^200  yards  it  is  a  less  powerful  gun  than  the  9- 
ioch  rifle  of  12  t^ns.  The  10-inch  rifle  weighs  18  tons,  the  11-inch  25  tons,  the  12-iuch 
3r>  tons,  and  the  14-inch  81  ton8,ond  these  guns  are  immeasurably  superior  to  onr  15- 
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inch  smooth-bore.  They  are  the  kinds  of  gnns  we  most  momit  in  batteries  against  the 
iron-plated  vessels.  Bat  their  j^reat  weisht  and  size  require  corresponding  dimensions 
in  the  batteries  in  which  they  are  placea  and  in  the  strength  and  soliditv  of  tbe  plat- 
forms npon  which  they  are  monnted.  The  parapets  and  traverses  of  earth  and  sand  to 
protect  them  mnst  be  three  and  even  four  times  as  thick  and  massive  as  they  were 
formerly  bnilt  to  resist  the  armaments  of  fifteen  years  ago.  Where  the  parapets  of 
earth  were  but  10  feet  in  thickness,  now  they  mnst  be  40  feet.  Guns  that  were  for- 
merly dragged  with  case  by  fifteen  or  twenty  men  and  placed  in  position  over  night 
are  now  supplanted  by  armamento  of  such  huge  masses  that  special  mechanical  appli- 
ances are  required  to  move  them  even  slowly,  and  cannot  be  lifted  upon  their  sopport* 
withont  the  aid  of  hydraulic  power.  No  matter  how  many  men  may  be  at  oar  dispoesJ, 
the  time  required  to  place  the  modem  armaments  in  position  is  vastly  greater  than  for 
the  guns  of  fifteen  years  ago :  and  before  such  works  could  be  improvised  in  a  harbor  the 
enemy  in  his  iron-clads  will  have  accomplished  all  he  desired  and  have  sailed  or  steamed 
for  some  other  harbor  to  repeat  the  injuries  of  the  first.  But  suppose  tbe  harbor  in 
question  was  on  the  New  England  coast,  and  tbe  season  of  the  year  the  winter,  whea 
the  ground  is  frozen  hard,  then  the  erection  of  efficient  earthen  batteries  would  be  out 
of  the  question ;  or  suppose  tbe  harbor  was  on  tbe  Gulf-coast,  and  tbe  season  the  fall 
of  tbe  year,  when  only  tbe  acclimated  could  resist  tbe  efiects  of  tbe  malarial  shores, 
under  such  circumstances  tbe  erection  of  efficient  batteries  would  be  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult. 

Our  country  is  contignons  throughout  its  northern  boundary  with  tbe  most  power- 
ful maritime  power  of  tbe  earth,  and  close  upon  our  southern  shores  is  another,  wboae 
strength  is  not  to  be  despised.  These  are  tbe  nations  with  whom  complications  are 
most  likely  to  arise.  * 

Many  of  our  works  are  in  an  unfinished,  transition  state ;  our  supplies  of  torpedo 
materials  are  insufficient ;  tbe  caliber  and  force  of  our  guns  are  too  small,  and  nnder 
these  circumstances  I  roust  reiterate,  the  work  on  our  sea-coast  fortifications  should 
not  be  suspended. 

Repeatiug  these  views,  and  impressed  by  the  importance  of  the  mib- 
ject,  involving,  as  it  does,  snch  great  national  interests,  I  again  urge  the 
preparation  of  onr  harbors  for  sncoessfnl  resistance  against  the  incnr> 
Bions  of  the  powerful  iron-clads  of  the  present  day. 

For  detailed  report  npon  the  several  works  of  fortification,  I  b^ 
leave  to  refer  to  tlie  synopsis  of  reports  of  the  several  officers  in  charge. 
The  estimates  for  the  works  have  been  carefully  revised  by  me  and  are 
earnestly  recommended. 

Special  attention  is  asked  to  the  estimate  of  $150,000  for  torpedoes. 
This  most  valuable  invention  of  modem  warfare  is  used  to  form  an  ob* 
stmction  and  obstacle  to  the  entrance  of  our  harbors,  and  to  hold  the 
enemy's  vessels  under  tJie  fire  of  the  shore  batteries.  The  charges  in 
the  torpedoes  are  fired  by  the  electric  current,  and  many  parts  of  the 
system  cannot  be  obtained  in  an  emergency.  It  is  to  procure  and  store 
such  portions  of  the  apparatus  as  cannot  be  speedily  obtained  in  the 
event  of  sudden  hostilities  that  the  appropriation  is  asked. 


BOARDS   OF   ENGINEERS. 

TJie  Board  of  EiUfiueers  for  Fortificationffy  stationed  in  New  York  City, 
consisting  of  Col.  J.  G.  Barnard,  Col.  Z.  B.  Tower,  and  Lieut.  Col.  H.  G. 
Wright,  and,  for  the  time  being,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  defenses 
nnder  consideration,  has,  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  been  chiefly  engaged 
upon  plans  for  casemated  work  with  iron  shields,  to  occupy  the  present 
site  of  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor;  for  modification  of  proposed 
exterior  batteries  at  Fort  Taylor,  Florida ;  for  revision  of  projwsed  bat- 
teries at  Points  Blunt  and  Knox, and  Camp  BeynoUls,and  lor  occui>ation 
of  Point  San  Jose,  San  Francisco  Harbor,  California ;  for  modification  of 
proposed  batteries  for  defense  of  Dutch  Island,  Rhode  Island ;  for  bat* 
tcry  for  defense  of  Tybee  Roads,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Savannah  River, 
Georgia;  and  for  barracks  at  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia. 
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Beports  have  also  been  made  upon  the  following  sabjects :  Of  repairs  of 
injuries  to  the  cover-face  of  Fort  Taylor,  Eloridn,  and  constonction  neces- 
sary to  prevent  its  farther  damage  by  storms ;  of  proposed  defenses  of 
Galveston,  Tex. :  of  allowing  the  use  of  the  Government  buildings  on 
Cookspor  Island,  or  of  the  site  for  proposed  defenses  on  Tybee  Island, 
Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of  a  naval  station ;  in  reference  to  the  adaptation 
of  the  Gatling-gun  carriage  to  flank  embrasures ;  as  to  the  disposition 
of  a  casemate  shield  on  store  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ;  and  of  carriage  recom- 
mended for  the  10-inch  guns  now  being  converted  by  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment into  8-inch  rifles.  Beports  and  drawings  have  been  submitted 
showing  proposed  arrangement  of  torpedo  lines  for  the  harbors  of  Port- 
land, Me.,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Boston,  Mass.,  !New  London,  Conn., 
Obarleston,  S.  C,  of  Patapsco  Eiver,  Md.,  Newport  Harbor,  E.  I.,  Dutch 
Island,  B.  L,  Potomac  Biver,  Md,,  Hampton  Boads,  Ya.,  Savannah  Biver, 
Ga.,  Pensacola,  Fla.,  Key  AYest,  Fla«,  and  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.  During 
the  month  of  March,  1876,  Grenerals  Tower  and  Wright  inspected  the 
defenses  at  Key  West  and  Tortugas,  Fla.,  *'  notes"  of  which  inspection 
were  submitted  May  3.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  board  has  had 
under  consideration  the  defense  of  the  Hussey's  Sound  entrance  to  Port- 
land Harbor,  Me.,  and  plans  of  batteries  to  command  this  entrance  and 
the  inner  anchorage  are  in  progress. 

TORPEDO   DEFENSE. 

In  this  connection,  Mi^.  H.  L.  Abbot,  in  command  of  the  engineer  bat- 
talion and  the  post  of  Willet's  Point,  is  ex  officio  a  member  of  the  board, 
and  the  executive  officer  by  whom  the  experiments  have  mainly  been 
made  and  the  details  of  our  system  worked  out. 

In  the  last  aunnal  report  so  complete  a  general  summary  of  the  scope 
of  the  trials  now  making  for  the  development  of  the  torpedo  as  an 
auxiliary  in  harbor  defense  was  given,  that  it  is  only  needful  here  to 
refer  to  that  paper,  and  to  recapitulate  the  progress  made  during  the 
past  year. 

Experiments  with  the  iron  target  have  been  continued  with  results 
which  may  be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows :  Five  shots  were  fired,  viz, 
50  pounds  of  dynamite  30  feet  below  the  bottom  of  target  and  5  feet 
horizontally  from  one  of  its  angles ;  75  pounds  30  feet  below  the  bottom 
and  8  feet  horizontally  from  an  angle ;  100  pounds  in  a  position  similar 
to  the  last;  100  pounds  30  feet  below  the  bottom  and  vertically  under 
an  edge ;  and,  lastly,  100  pounds  20  feet  below  the  bottom  and  vertically 
under  another  edge.  The  last  shot  sunk  the  target,  and  when  it  was 
raised  and  examined,  the  whole  structure  was  found  to  be  so  weakened 
that  extensive  repairs  have  been  necessary.  The  plug  indications  have 
been  of  a  character  to  give  much  valuable  data  concerning  the  several 
shots,  as  has  been  akeady  reported  in  detail.  The  target  has  been  put 
in  perfect  order  and  the  trials  will  soon  be  resumed. 

The  experiments  with  the  torpedoHsrate  have  been  brought  to  a  suc- 
cessful termination,  as  follows :  30  pounds  of  dynamite  were  exploded 
without  doing  any  injury  except  deeply  corrugating  the  buoys.  Fifty 
ponnds  collapsed  the  latter,  as  was  expected,  letting  crate  down ;  but  it 
was  raised  uninjured.  It  was  then  placed  on  the  bottom,  in  19  feet  of 
water,  and  40  pounds  exploded  without  iqjury.  It  was  again  placed  on 
the  bottom,  in  13  feet  of  water,  and  100  ponnds  were  explod[ed,  effectually 
breaking  up  the  apparatus.  In  idl  these  shots  the  plugs  were  safely  re- 
covered, and  their  indications,  in  connection  with  those  of  former  shots, 
supply  all  the  data  which  the  experiments  were  designed  to  secure. 
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A  scries  of  wvcre  trinls  of  tonxtdo-caWB  to  ddtfinuine  thuir  strengi 
to  resist  the  blowH  of  lar^o  st^nmers  uoviug  at  Iiieli  rate  of  spcml  h 
been  carried  out  with  very  satiafactory  results.  All  parts  of  tJie  «y« 
perfectly  fulfilled  their  functiona.  The  exact  time  of  each  blow  1 
mitomatJcallyrecorded,aud  the  guard  was  electrically  BOtiBetl  not  c 
of  each  contact,  but  also  whether  it  caused  any  injury. 

Experimeuts  directed  to  improving  the  tnaaofactm-o  of  the  cases  b 
proved  successful,  and  nil  bolts  and  nnts  are  now  avoidetl  in  tlieir  c 
Hlrnction.  A  peifect  disconnecter  has  been  devised  by  Major  A" ' 
who  has  also  improved  his  circoit-cloaer,  bo  that  without  extra  en 
it  serves  now  eqaally  well  as  a  circnit-breaker.  Many  severe  ttste  li 
Hiiown  it  to  combine  certainty  of  action  with  great  simplicity  lu  "" 
coat 

A  gronnd  torpedo,  rendered  unserviceable  by  a  crack,  was  planted  I 
the  autumn,  charged  with  200  pounds  of  dynamite.  Alter  reouUnia 
submerged  for  six  months,  with  the  charge  thoroughly  w«t,  and  most  9 
the  time  frozen,  it  was  flred  with  tremendous  effect  on  the  first  trial,  lh« 
temperature  of  the  water  being  still  below  the  freezing- point  of  nitro- 
glycerine. 

Several  new  forms  of  battery  have  been  snbjected  to  careful  moasni^H 
uients,  with  valuable  results,  and  much  other  laboratory  iuvestigatidH 
has  been  successfully  carried  oat.  Incidentally,  the  gvnerat  theaiy^| 
simultaneouH  ignitiou  of  niincfl  has  received  a  mathematical  and  «xp^| 
riuieutal  study,  which  has  developed  the  principles  which  ahouhl  govfl^f 
the  engineer  in  arranging  the  connections  and  determining  tho  toti^l 
mum  batterj-powcr.  The  value  of  this  inveatigatiou  for  many  wurkB^| 
internal  improvement  is  apparent.  '^M 

Good  progress  in  preparing  the  Torpedo  Manual  has  been  made  t^| 
Mi^jor  Abbot,  aud  it  is  expected  that  this  important  work  wilt  be  eai^| 
pleted  (luring  the  coming  season.  j^| 

In  conclusion,  tho  boanl  would  repeat  its  opinion,  fully  stated  l>^| 
year,  that  the  system  of  upplyiug  torpedoes  to  harbor  defense  bas  na^l 
reached  so  high  a  degree  of  perfection,  that  it  is  nrgently  neccasary  |^| 
provide  n  large  number  of  eugiueer  soldiers  instructed  in"  the  detaita^| 
its  practical  application  to  our  harbors.  Kot  less  than  A~0  men  Rbot^H 
be  kept  rearly  for  instant  service,  a  number  which  is  considerably  l^H 
than  the  legal  organization  of  the  battalion,  although  larger  tlian  t^M 
force  now  authorized  to  be  kept  iu  service.  ^| 

For  continuing  the  purchase  of  such  jiorts  of  the  torpedo-mftt«rtal  ^M 
cannot  suddenly  be  procured  in  case  of  war,  an  appropriation  of  $150,0^1 
jH  recommended.  '^M 

The  Board  of  JCng'uitcrs /or  the  Pacifio  Coa»t  during  the  past  Sst^l 
year  has  consisted  of  Lieut.  Col.  B.  'S.  Alexander,  fjierit.  Col.  0.^| 
Stewart,  and  M^.  George  H.  Mcndell.  Lieut.  CoL  If.  a  WilliamaS 
was  assigned  as  a  memlier  of  this  Imnrd  by  spe(.'ial  orders  No.  G,  dot^H 
{leadquarters  Corps  of  Engineers,  Wi\8lungton,  I).  C,  Jaimao*  18, 18^H 
nnd  bas  acted  in  that  capacity  ever  since.  ^H 

During  tho  year  the  board  has  acte-d  and  rc|>orted  upon  cousidcnli^H 
of  project,  report  and  estimate  for  tlio  improvement  "'i  'ni:i  IVe|H 
Harbor;  consideration  of  encroachments  of  Colambi.i   i  ^iw 

sea  on  the  shore  of  Point  Adams,  threatening  the  sili'  >■ 

Orep>ii;  rejfort  concerning  Hca-watl  at  the  city  of  San  ;l 

consideratiiiHof  aud  report  on  the  lilling  up  of  th.'  ■  lefl 

Columbia  Jiivcr  in  the  vicinity  of  Point  Adams,  Oregon;  stmlifs  ou  tljfl 
subject  of  a  harbor  of  rvfugo  on  the  Pacific  coasts  nod  report  on  ^H 
value  to  the  United  Siatt»  of  certain,  iirnda  ailiaceut  to  SoQ  -Sifin^H^I 
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BATTALION  OP   ENGINEERS   AND  ENGINEER    DEPOTS. 

Battalion  of  engineers j  commanded  Jpy  Maj.  Henry  L.  Abbots  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers^  headquarters  WilleVs  Pointy  eastern  entrance  to  Neto  ¥ork  Ear- 
bor. 

The  stxengtb  of  the  engineer  battalion  on  June  30, 187G,  was  sixteen 
comissioned  officers  and  two  hundred  and  forty-eight  enlisted  men. 

The  companies  were  stationed  and  commanded  as  follows :  At  Wil« 
let's  Pointy  Company  A,  Gapt  James  Mercnr ;  Company  B,  First  Lient. 
J.  B.  Qainn ;  Company  0,  Capt.  W.  R.  Livermore  j  Company  D,  (a  skele- 
ton organization,)  First  Lieut.  Edgar  W.  Bass,  battalion  adjutant. 

At  West  Point,  Company  £,  Capt  O.  H.  Ernst,  also  instructor  in 
practical  engineering  at  the  Military  Academy  and  ex  officio  member  of 
the  neadcmic  board. 

Detachments  have  served  as  follows:  Department,  of  the  Missouri, 
three  non-commissioned  officers  and  four  privates ;  Department  of  Dako- 
ta, two  non-commissioned  officers  and  five  privates  ^  under  Lieutenant  . 
Wheeler,  on  the  surveys  of  the  Territories,  two  privates ;  at  the  Centen- 
nial Exposition  at  Philadelphia,  one  commissioned  officer,  three  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  seven  privates. 

Becmitiug  has  remained  discontinued,  the  only  exception  being  re- 
enlistments,  and  enlistments  at  West  Point  for  Company  E  to  supply 
vacancies  in  its  numbers.  During  the  year  thirteen  men  wore  enlisted, 
tbirty-five  were  re-enlisted,  thirteen  deserted,  and  three  were  appre- 
hended from  desertion. 

The  duties  of  the  battalion  have  consisted  in  guarding  the  depot,  and 
remodeling  public  buildings  at  Willet's  Point,  and  receiving  and  issuing 
the  property  as  ordered ;  in  instructing  the  cadets  at  the  Military  Acad- 
emy in  field  engineering,  including  military  signsding;  in  experiment- 
ally developing  the  details  of  tbe  torpedo  service,  and  performing  the 
labor  required  to  carry  out  the  approvetl  project  of  trials  therefor ;  in 
drilling  in  field  fortification,  military  bridge-making,  field  reconnais- 
sance, photography,  target  practice,  and  infantry  tactics.  The  detach- 
ments in  the  Indian  country  have  been  employed  in  military  map-mak- 
ing, under  the  direction  of  the  officers  of  the  corps  serving  with  the 
1 1  oops  in  those  departments,  and  their  efficiency  and  useftdness  have 
received  high  commendation.  During  three  years,  24,044  miles  of  re- 
connaissance have  been  made  and  the  results  mapped  by  these  enlisted 
men  of  engineers. 

The  ofiicers  serving  with  the  companies  have  opportunities  not  only 
to  learn  their  military  duties  in  the  field,  and  in  planting  and  operating 
the  torpedo  defenses  of  the  coast,  but  also  to  acquire  familiarity  with 
many  other  duties  of  the  corps,  such  as  astronomy,  hypsometry,  current 
measurements,  surveying,  &c.  In  fine,  service  with  the  battalion  is 
made  to  take  the  place  of  the  more  formal  schools  of  application  com- 
mon with  other  nations  in  fitting  officers  for  the  wide  range  of  duties 
iLSsigned  to  the  Corps  of  Engineers. 

In  our  service,  as  in  that  of  Great  Britain  and  other  nations,  the  duty 
of  devising  and  perfecting  a  system  of  torpedo-defense  to  be  used  in 
combination  with  the  forts,  and  of  practically  applying  it  in  case  of  war, 
has  been  assigned  to  the  engineer  troops.  Tbe  legal  organization  of 
the  battalion,  752  enlisted  men,  is  sufficient  to  warrant  a  reasonable  ex- 
pectation that,  with  the  needful  material  in  store,  this  highly  imx)ortant 
duty  will  be  satisfactorily  ])erformed.  Under  existing  orders  issued  at 
the  recent  reduction  of  the  Army,  the  force  authorized  to  be  kept  in 
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service  is  lisril  at,  20i>ineii,  a  unmber  (tnilc  iDsafBcieot  to  afford  ad^H 
liroiKT  ^roiiml-s  I'lir  licHoviu^  llinl  evoii  our  more  imporUint  fiea-|Krf^| 
Ctfulil  Vc  iHTiinTly  |irol(-ctf(l  by  torpedoes  iu  time  to  prevnat  tlii'ird^^ 
Ktrnotlon.  Hvory  I'tlnrt  !«  now  maliiiig  to  tbornaghl;  prepnn*  tlie  n^H 
rm-  lliosc  iliilii's,  H'liich  iuvnive  long  training  and  bigber  intelligai^H 
than  it  i»  common  to  find  in  tbi;  rankn.  Indiridual  records  are  k4^| 
HliiiwJiig  tho  qaalilications  of  pncb  man  aRdctc-rminedbf  bia  tnstmcti^H 
IVoiii  lii»  regnlar  drills  and  f'Sirctsfs.  Hut  still  the  fact  reniiuns  tl^H 
tbe  Torci-  i»  too  small  In  petiorm  Itie  reRpousiblo  clnties  assigned  to  ^M 
and  f  therpforo  fee]  it  my  duty  to  urge  tbat  tbe  organization  may  be  ^M 
f.raUt^il  In  rt'2l>  inpn,  Ihn  number  Jadged  to  be  tbe  ininimam  cosrast^H 
witb  a  Tpanouablc  Htute  of  preparation  for  unexpected  bostiUtJefi.  "^^^M 
number  is  bnt  little  more  tban  two-tbirdx  of  tbemuiimnm  fixed  by  U^| 
and  no  Incrcane  in  the  legal  organization  in,  therefore,  needed.  ^H 

KjiifiHeer  voHt  and  tlrpot  at  Willefs  Point,  Ntir  York  HarltOT,  ed^f 
mantled  Ini  Jllnj.  Henry  L.  Abbot,  Corps  of  Engineers. — Willel'B  PoJDl^H 
tbe  principal  engineer- depot  of  the  Army,  where  are  stored.  ready^H 
iflfiiip,  the  tnrpedoinateriaifortbo  defense  of  our  coast;  Chebridge-ti^^| 
and  (>rinipngo  of  tbe  Army ;  siege  and  mining  tool-i ;  Hurveyiog  and  l^H 
tronomirnl  iuslriiments  for  works  of  intenial  improvement  iiud  intUt4^| 
rp('i<niiniKf4!iuee  ;  and,  in  general,  all  reserve  snpplieA  for  tbe  mw  of  ^H 
engineer  service.  This  property  is  stored  in  suitable  bniidingn,  ao^^| 
gnanlcd  and  tHsued  aa  require*!,  by  engineer  troops.  ^M 

The  iHist  has  become  n  useful  school  of  application,  nbere  odtcetsa^H 
men  have  tbe  needed  fiicilitlcii  for  )i«arning  the  practical  dctaJtB  of  ^H 
toiiH'do  service  im  applied  to  the  defense  of  harbors  and  rivers  ;  ^H 
nrdinary  duties  of  engineer  troops  in  campaign,  including  miliU^H 
bridge-making,  field  foitiiications,  military  reconnaissance,  Uetd  E^H 
tography,  and  iufuntrj-  tactics,  and  also  many  of  the  civil  doties  of  |^| 
corps,  »uch  ns  field  astronomy,  tbe  measurement  of  cnrrcuta,  bsn^H 
Irlc  bj'paometry,  the  nse  of  surveying  instruments,  etc.,  etc  ^H 

The  general  post  and  depot  buildings  are  completed,  but  a  ar»>pi^H 
building  for  use  as  a  torpedo-laboratory  is  greutly  needed.    Tbe  fnt^H 
tancB  of  an  economical  use  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  tbe  ton3^| 
service  has  been  steadily  kept  in  view,  and  the  money  has  been  Btnl^| 
applied  to  the  investigations  needful  for  perfecting  the  detail*  of  ^| 
apparatus  and  to  tbe  purchase  of  tbe  most  essential  articles  forntm^H 
in  case  of  war.     An  old  wooden  carpenter's  shop  was  fitted  op  a^H 
temporary  labomtory  ;  and,  in  line,  no  expenditures  on  bnildiugs  ftC  ] 
]iurpo>ics  uf  instruction  or  of  convenient  mauiputatjon  have  been  ra:^ 
Much  valuable  apparatus  has  thus  accumulated,  where  it  is  in  rnastsnl 
danger  of  destruction  by  Are.     Winter  instruction  is  restrictetl  on  t» 
count  of  deficient  accommodations,  and  the  time  has  come  wii.i- .iri!i 
nary  prudence  requires  that  a  suitable  ImUding  should  be   pi    ..li'-l 
The  prqject  includes  an  electrical  laboratory,  a  chemical  lab":  i-  n;     i 
library-room,  a  galvanometer-room,  a  model  operating  room.  :    i 
pedo-museam  rooms,  one  public  and  the  other  conHdentinI,  no.  I 
for  storage  of  acids,  &C,     The  estimated  cost  is  820,000!  nud  I  i;  - 
request  tbat  this  amount  may  be  appropriated. 

Tocoutinue  the  torpedo  trials,  inaugurated  to  pcrfvct  the  il   ■ 
this  moHt  important  branch  of  sea-coast  defense,  and  foriirt 
enginew  troops  iu  practically  applying  it,  an  nppropriiition  <ii  :"' 
Is  asked. 

For  the  pnrchase  of  materials  for  instructing  the  enjiineer  tnxipib 
field  engineering,  the  nsnal  appropriation  of  $1,000  is  asked. 
For  tbe  incidental  expenses  of  the  depot,  sncn  as  remoduUojj^ 
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trains,  repairiug  iDStramentSyparchasiogfael,  forage,  stationery,  chemi- 
cals, extra-duty  pay  for  soldiers  engaged  in  special  skilled  labor,  sucb  as 
wheelwright  work,  printing,  binding,  photographing,  and  lithographing 
engineer  documents,  &c.,  an  appropriation  of  $3,000  is  needed. 

EHiimate  of  funds  required  for  BaiiaUon  of  Engineers  and  engineer  depot  at  TTilhCe  Point 

K.  T.J  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

For  purchase  of  engineer- materials  to  coDtinne  tho  present  course  of  instmc- 
tioii  of  tlio  battalion  in  field  engiueerlnf; — $1,000 

For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  depot,  such  as  remodeling  ponton* trains, 
rep&irin<^  instrnments,  purchasing  fuel,  forage,  stationery,  cnemicals,  extra- 
dnty  pay  for  soldiers  engaged  in  special  skilled  labor,  such  as  wheelwright 
work,  printing,  binding,  photographing,  and  lithographing  engineer  docn- 
ments.  «tc 3,000 

To  continue  the  torpedo  trials,  inaugurated  to  perfect  the  details  of  this  most 
important  branch  of  sea-coast  defense,  and  for  training  the  engineer  troops 
in  practically  applying  it 10,000 

For  a  fire-proof  builaing  for  an  electrical  laboratory^  library-room,  galvanome- 
ter-room, model-torpeuo  operating-room,  confidential  torpiedo-mnsoiun,  public 
torpedo-museum,  chemical  laboratory,  and  cellar  for  storage  of  acids,  &c....  20,000 

Total 34,000 

RIVER    AND    HARBOR    IMPROVEMENT. 

The  "  act  making  appropriations  for  the  repair,  preservation,  and 
completion  of  certain  public  works  on  rivers  and  harbors,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  approved  March  3, 1875,  (Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  18,  part  3, 
page  456,)  provided  for  15G  works  of  improvement,  in  sums  varying  from 
$1,000  to  $500,000,  and  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  more  than 
$6,500,000. 

Including  the  balance  of  previous  appropriations,  the  sum  available 
ou  the  Ist  of  July,  1875,  for  the  several  works  was  88,661,575.62.  And 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  $6,271,009.19  were  ex- 
pend^. 

A  brief  account  of  each  work,  together  with  a  money  statement  giv- 
ing an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount  required  for  completion  of  pro- 
iect,  and  also  the  amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  upon  the 
work  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878,  is  given  below :  but  for 
a  more  detailed  account  I  beg  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  officers  in 
charge^  to  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

Section  2  of  the  act  required  that  examinations  or  surveys,  or  both, 
be  made  at  forty-six  specified  points  and  localities.  Owing  to  the  lim- 
ited amount  of  funds  it  was  not  practicable  to  make  in  all  cases  such 
surveys  as  are  necessary  for  the  preparation  of  projects  of  improve- 
ment with  detailed  estimates  of  cost,  but  in  each  case  an  examinatiou 
or  general  survey  has  been  made  and  the  results,  as  far  as  received, 
were  submitted  during  the  last  session  of  Congress.  Some  of  these 
reports  were  printed,  but  for  convenience  of  reference  all  are  again  sub- 
mitted, and  may  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

The  act  approved  March  3, 1875,  (Statutes  at  Large,  vol.  18,  part  3, 
page  510,)  for  the  further  security  of  navigation  ou  the  Mississippi 
River,  directed  that  an  inquiry  be  made — 

Into  the  expediency  of  cansiDj;  shear-booms  to  be  placed  on  the  upper  end  of  all  or 
any  bridge-piers  on  the  Mississippi  River,  for  the  better  security  and  convenience  of 
the  navigation  of  said  river  for  rafts  of  logs  and  timber,  Tvitb  specific  report  In  each 
case. 

A  board  of  officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  has  been  constituted 
and  is  now  engaged  upon  the  consideration  of  the  subject.    It  is  ex- 
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pected  that  the  report  will  bo  sabmitted  daring  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress* 

Of  the  amoants  appropriated  for  public  works  on  rivers  and  harbors 
by  the  act  approved  Angast  14,  1876,  certain  allotments  have  been 
made  in  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of 
September  4,  limiting  the  expenditures  under  the  act  to  $2,000,000,  and 
directing  that  no  new  work  of  improvement  should  be  beg^n. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  these  allotments  in  detail : 


Work. 


For  the  improremeut  of  the  Boston  Harbor, 

ManaachnsottA. 
F(»r  rciDoviDg  olxitnictione  In  the  East  IllTcr 

aod  HoU  Gate,  Now  York. 

For  tlio  improroroent  of  Hndson  Riyer 

For  tho  improvemeDt  of  the  Delaware  River 

bolow  Potty's  Island. 
For  tho  impru^'enicnt  of  the  SohnylkiU  Rivor, 

Ponusylvania. 
For  the  coDxtmotion  of  piers  in  Dolawaro  Bay, 

near  Lowes,  DeL 

For  tho  improvement  of  tho  harbor  at  Balti- 
more, Md. 
Fr>r  the  improvement  of  Cape  Pear  Hirer, 

North  CaroIiDa^ 
For  tlie  ioipruvement  of  the  harbor  at  Charlea- 

ton,  8. 0. 
For  the  Improvemont  of  the  harbor  at  Savan* 

noh,  Go. 
For  tho  imim>vement  of  the  mouth  of  the  lUs* 

sisslppl  Rivor. 
For  surveys  at  South  Pass  of  the  Mississippi 

Rivor  ,ln  oonnootion  with  oonstruction  of  {ot- 

ties,  &c,  bv  James  B.  Eads. 
For  oootinuins  tho  improvement  on  tho  outer 

bar  at  Galveston,  Tex. 
For  the  Improvement  of  the  Misiiaaippl,  Mis- 
souri, and  Arkansas  Rivors. 
For  the  improvement  of  tho  Mississippi  River 

lietweon  tho  mouths  of  the  Illinois  and  Ohio 

Rivors. 
For  the  improvemont  of  the  nhannel  of  Che 

Mississippi  River  opposite  tho  city  of  Saint 

Louis,  Mo. 
For  the  improvement  of  the  Dcs  MoiBea  Rap- 
ids, MissiSAippi  River. 
Fur  the  improvvmont  of  Rock  Island  Ranlds, 

Mississippi  River. 
For  tho  improvement  of  the  Upper  Mlaala- 

sippi  River. 
For  the  Improvement  of  tho  Falls  of  Saint 

Anthony,  Minncnota. 
For  tho  annual  expooM  of  (;nui:ing  the  waters 

of  tho  lower  Mi<wiMinpi,  iu  tribnUries,  4:e. 
For  removing  raft  in  Rc<l  River  and  cloaini: 

Tones  Bayou,  Louisiana. 

For  tho  improvement  of  the  Ohio  River 

For  tho  improvement  of  the  Tennessee  Rivur 


Allotment 


For  the  improvement  of  the  Great  £anawlia 
River,  West  Vlrpinla. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  nUnoia  BlTtr, 
lUioois. 

For  the  improTuneiit  of  Oakland  Haihor,  Cal- 
ifornia. 

For  the  Improvement  of  the  Lower  Willa- 
mette and  Colombia  Rivcm. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  WlaeoB- 
sin  Rivers. 

For  the  ImproremeBt  of  the  harbor  al  Green 
Bay,  Wis. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  al  MOwaa- 
kee,Wls. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  al  Cbl- 

ca|!o.  111. 
Tw  the  improvement  of  the  bather  of  reftaca, 

I^ke  Iloma.  MirLi;:aD. 
Fur  the  impruvemcnt  ot  the  Saginaw  Rtrtr 

Michi^Mi*. 


ISO,  000 

923,000 

S.\000 
3.\000 

15,000 

l.SOO 

40,000 
110,000 
5,000 
23,000 
90,000 
15.000 

S9;aoo 
so^ooo 

121,000 

29^000 

113,000 

10,000 

10^000 

71,000 

3,000 

33^000 

ISO.  000 
130^000 

13,000 

10,000 

33,000 

20,000 

1^0,000 

3,000 

3.000 

1,000 

n,oot 

11.000 


Remarks. 


■«*«i 


Preservatian  of  materials.    An  indispewsa 
ble  part  of  the  DeLiwaro  breakwal«r 
haroM'. 


SaagKJng  and  wieokJng  oparatifua. 


Shoals,  $115,000.    rppor  Tea 
•13.000. 


IbdiapaBaable  to  pratfel  tM 
Repair  cf  pien  to  pffoteet  Ito  votk. 
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"Work. 


For  tbe  iioprovemont  of  the  harbor  at  Toledo, 

Ohio. 
For  *  breakwater  at  Clcvoland  Harbor,  Ohio. . 
For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Erie, 

Fsa. 

For  the  improrement  of  the  harbor  at  Bofialo, 

K.  T. 
For  the  improTemcnt  of  the  harbor  at  Oswego, 

N.Y. 
For  the  Improvement  of  the  Connecticut  Biver 

below  Uartford.  Coun. 
For  the  improToment  of  Jamefl  BiTer.Yir* 

ginia. 
For  the  Improremeot  of  the  Appomattox 

Birer,  Virginia. 
For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Ba 

Lntb,  Mian. 
For  the  improvoroent  of  the  natural  entrance 

to  Superior  Bay.  Wisoonsin. 
For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Onton* 

agon,  Uich. 
For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Har- 

quetto,  Micli. 
For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Ahna- 

pecWie. 
For  the  improvement  of  tho  harbor  at  Tiro 

lavers,  Wi«. 


For  the  impro^-ementof  the  haibor  at  Manito* 

woo.  Wis. 
For  the  improvement  of  tho  harbor  of  She- 

boycwt 
For  the    improvement  of    the    harbor  of 


improv 
I,  Wii. 
Impi 
Calumet,  I  if. 
For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  White 

Biver,  Mich. 
For  tbe  improvement  of  tho  haibor  at  Grand 
Haven 


improvt 
.Mich. 


For  tbe  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Sauga- 

tack,  Mich. 
For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  South 

Haven.  Mich. 
For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Saint 

Joaeph'a,  Mich . 
For  the  improvement  of  Au  Sable  Biver, 

Michigan. 
For  the  improvement  of  tho  harbor  at  San* 

daaky  City,  Ohio. 
For  the  improvement  of  Uie  harbor  at  Vor 

million,  Ohio. 
For  tbe  improvement  of  Falrport  Harbor 

Ohio. 
For  repair  of  piers  at  mouth  of  Black  Biver, 

Ohio. 
For  the  improvement  of  Ouachita  BiTer, 

Arkansas  and  Louisiana. 
For  the  improvement  of  the  Yaioo  Biver, 

Miasissippr. 
For  continuing  the  work  of  dredging  and  re- 

moviog  obstruotiotts  to  navij;ation  in  Cy 

pma  Bayou,  Texas. 
For  tbe  improvement  of  Chester  Biver  at 

Kent  Idand  Narrows.  Maryland. 
For  the  improrenwnt  of  the  upper  Willamette 

Biver,  Oregon. 
For  the  improrement  of  tho  harbor  at  Michi- 
gan City,  Ind. 
For  the  unprorement  of  tho  harbor  at  Bur- 

Ungtoo,  Yt. 
For  Uie  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Pror- 

inoetown,Mass. 
For  the  improvemeiit  of  the  harbor  at  Oak 


Orohaid, 


iprOTi 
N.Y. 


Allotment 


•23,500 

10,000 
15.000 

45,000 

3a,  000 

20,000 

40.000 

15,000 

C.OOO 

um 

1,000 
1,000 
1,0C0 
1,000 
5,000 
3,000 
1,000 
1.000 
15.000 

1,500 
3,500 
8,000 
1,000 
13,500 
1,000 
5,000 
6,000 


2,  COO 

1,000 
3,000 
16.000 
6,000 
4,000 
800 


Bcmarks. 


Indispensably  necessary   to  protect  tbe 

piers. 
Indispensably  necessary  to  protect    tho 

work. 
Indispensablv  necessary  ip  protect    tbe 

work,  and  tot  tho  safety  of  navigation. 
Indispeusablo  to  protect  the  breakwater. 

Indii$peniuibIo  to  protect  the  work  and  for 

tho  safety  of  nuvi«*ation. 
Indispensablo  to  protect  tbe  work  and  fur 

tho  saibtv  of  i^vigatiou. 
iDdifiitensable  to  protect  the   work— bar- 

lH>r  of  ref  itgo. 
lDdiH|)ensably  uecessary  to    protect  'tbo 

work. 


Bepairs  ladiBpensably  necessary  to  pre- 

MTxo  tho  pier. 
Essential  for  the  invservntion  of  tbe  I'lian- 

nel  of  cotranco  and  lor  tho  safety  of 

uavi^tion. 
To  secure  work  already  done— the  sooth 

pier. 
To  repair  north  pier  and  prevent  materia 

injury  to  it. 
For  tho  preservation  of  the  piors  and  bar 

bor. 
For  Iho  preservation  of  the  work. 

For  tho  safety  of  existing  navigation. 

Bepairs  indispensably  necessary. 

Bepairs  indiq>ensab1y  necessary  for  tht 

preservation  of  tho  work. 
Bepairs  indispensably  necessary  to  pre> 

Bcr^'o  tho  work. 


For  preservation  of  boats,  macliiucry,  4e.c. 


Bepairs  indispensably  necessary. 

Abaolntely  neoessary  for  tho  prcaervatioo 
of  tho  channel  secured  by  previous  work. 

To  secure  work  already  dono— harbor  oi 
reftige. 

Bepairs  indispensably  necessary. 

Preservation  of  the  harbor. 


In  determining  the  araonnts  to  be  allotted  to  each  work  named^  refer- 
ence has  been  had  to  the  balances  on  hand  of  previous  appropriations 
for  the  works  specified. 

All  these  Improyements,  for  the  continuance  of  which  i>art8  of  the 
appropriations  have  been  allotted,  are,  in  my  judgment,  clearly  nationaL 
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The  allotments  to  the  improvements  of  lesser  magnitade  and  conse- 
quence are  indispensably  necessary  to  protect  work  already  done. 

The  officers  in  charge  of  the  improvements  were  notified  of  the 
amounts  allotted,  and  the  works  are  now  being  conducted  on  this  basis 
Operations  have  not  been  commenced  upon  the  new  works  of  improve- 
ment provided  for  in  the  last  river  and  harbor  act. 


OFFICE    OF   THE    CHIEF    OF    ENGINEEKS. 

In  the  labors  of  the  office  I  was  assisted,  on  the  30tli  of  June,  by 
the  following  officers,  in  charge  of  the  several  divisions : 

First  and  second  divisions. — Fortifications^  battalion j  and  engineer 
depotj  landsy  armaments^  personnely  c&o.,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  L.  Casey. 

Third  division. — Eiver  and  harbor  improvements^  die,  Maj,  John  G. 
Parke. 

Fourth  and  fifth  divisions.— Prop«rfi/,  accounts^  estimates^  fund^^ 
survey  of  the  laJceSj  explorations,  maps,  instrnmeniSj  die,,  Maj.  George  H. 
Elliot. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Humphreys, 
Brig.  Oen,,  Chief  of  Engineers^ 

Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers, 

Hon.  J.  D.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SIGNALOFFICER. 

War  Department, 
Office  of  the  Chief  Signal-Officer, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Xovember  1, 1870. 

Sir  :  The  established  course  of  instruction  in  military  signaling  and 
telegraphy,  meteorology,  and  the  Signal-Service  duties  at  stations  of 
observation  and  report,  together  with  the  drills  of  the  Signal  Service 
with  arms,  has  continued  at  the  school  of  instruction  and  practice  at 
Fort  Whipple,  Va.  The  apparatus  needed  for  the  study  and  exercises 
with  instruments  for  the  meteorological  duties  at  stations  of  observation, 
the  equipment  for  the  drill  in  field-signaling,  the  drill  with  the  field- 
telegraph  train,  the  construction-drill  lor  permanent  telegrapbliues,  and 
the  duties  on  signal  and  telegraph  stations,  is  complete.  The  duties  at 
the  post  are  conducted  under  strict  military  rule.  The  course  at  Fort 
Whipple  is  intended  to  furnish  a  force  of  enlisted  men,  selected  after 
examination,  disciplined  as  soldiers,  and  fitted  by  special  instruction  for 
the  special  duties  of  the  Signal-Service.  There  have  been  iostracted 
during  the  year  twenty-three  men  as  assistant  observers,  and  twenty -five 
for  promotion  to  the  grade  of  sergeant.  The  reiluced  strength  of  the 
service  has  rendered  it  impossible  to  keep  at  the  i>ost  the  full  force  re- 
quired for  all  the  exercises. 

Eight  commissioned  officers  were  under  instruction  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  of  whom  seven  have  completed  the  full  course,  and  one 
is  still  under  instruction.    (PaiHsrs  I  and  II.) 

Twenty-five  enlisted  men  who  had  served  the  allotted  time  under  in- 
struction on  stations  as  assistants  have  been  here  instructed  for  promo- 
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tiou  to  the  grade  of  sergeant.  Of  these,  twenty-three  completed  the 
course,  one  was  dropped  from  instruction,  and  one  ordered  away  before 
passing  the  course. 

Twenty-three  men  have  been  under  instruction  for  the  position  of  as- 
sistant observer.  Of  these,  one  was  dropped  from  the  rolls,  and  two  are 
still  under  instruction ;  the  remainder  are  now  either  on  station  duty  or 
awaiting  orders  at  the  post.  (Papers  III  and  lY.)  No  change  has  been 
made  in  the  course  of  instruction  for  either  officers  or  enlisted  men.  The 
number  of  enlisted  men  for  duty  at  Fort  Whipple  was  varied  during  the 
year  from  seventy-seven  to  forty-eight,  and  the  number  of  commissioned 
officers  from  twelve  to  six.  The  average  number  of  men  lor  duty  hds 
been  fifty- seven. 

The  morning  report  of  Fort  Whipple  for  June  30, 1876,  exhibits  sixty- 
eight  enlisted  men  present  for  duty,  of  whom  eight  were  sergeants,  fifty- 
nine  privates,  and  one  hospital-steward.  Three  of  the  privates  were 
candidates  for  promotion,  and  under' special  instruction. 

The  force  at  the  post  now  consists  of  seven  commissioned  officers,  of 
whom  four  are  under  instruction,  and  forty-two  enlisted  men. 

During  the  year  ending  June  30, 187G,  First  Lieut.  K.  P.  Strong,  act- 
ing signal-officer,  continued  in  charge  of  the  post,  and  First  laeut  G. 
E.  Sjlbourn,  acting  signal-officer,  of  the  instruction  department,  as  at 
the  date  of  last  annual  report.  The  quarters  for  the  officers  in  charge 
and  those  for  the  officers  on  temporary  duty  under  instruction  have 
been  completed,  and  there  is  now  proper  accommodation  for  both  officers 
and  enlisted  men.  The  sanita^  condition  of  the  post  has  steadily  im- 
proved, as  the  force  there  stationed  has  been  thus  provided  for,  and  is 
now  exceUent. 

Changes  have  been  made  in  the  arrangements  of  the  hospital,  which 
have  added  materially  to  the  comfort  of  the  occupants.  Acting  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  L.  W.  Bitchie  remains  in  charge. 

The  years  of  service  past  have  proven  the  success  and  the  economy 
assured  to  the  United  States  by  the  fact  that  this  post  has  made  it  prac- 
ticable to  put  on  station  duty  those  only  who  had  been  taught  and  tried 
and  so  known  to  be  fit  for  the  labors  to  be  required  of  them.  The  bene- 
fits resulting  from  it  as  a  school  of  study  have  been  evidenced  through- 
out the  United  States. 

Meager  reports  only  have  been  received  of  the  instruction  had  else- 
where. There  have  been  no  reports  from  the  officer  designated  as  in- 
structor in  military  signaling  and  telegraphy  at  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point. 

In  the  Department  of  the  Missonri,  Capt  G.  S.  Ilsley,  Seventh  Gav- 
alry,  was  succeeded  as  instructor,  December  3, 1875,  by  First  Lieut.  W. 
J.  Volkmar,  Fifth  Gavalry,  who  has  fnmis&ed  reports  of  the  instruction 
of  officers  and  enlisted  men  regularly  since  that  date. 

A  form  of  instruction  has  been  maintained  in  the  Department  of  Da- 
kota, but  no  reports  of  pro^ss  are  received.  Personal  reports  received 
fifom  officers  at  various  military  posts  throughout  the  United  States  in- 
dicate that  instruction  is  given  in  some  form  at  most  of  them ;  but,  as  a 
rule,  it  is  conducted  without  proper  facilities  to  make  it  as  thorough  as 
it  should  be. 

The  officers  of  the  Signal-Service  pass  the  course  of  drill  and  instruc- 
tion, and  serve  regularly  at  the  post  of  Fort  Whipple,  before  being  put 
upon  any  other  duty.  It  is  recommended  that  ail  officers  of  the  Army 
intended  to  be  instructed  as  acting  signal-officers,  or  to  be  temporarily 
instructors  in  geographical  military  departments  for  the  field  duties  of 
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the  Slgual  Service,  be  here  iostracted  before  being  put  upon  detached 
duty. 

The  act  approved  March  3, 1870,  maiutaiuing  the  Signal-Service  as 
then  organized,  and  providing  tor  one  hundred  and  fifty  sergeants,  thirty 
corpocals,  and  two  hundred  and  seventy  privates,  was  productive  of  good 
results.  It  fixed  the  duties  and  gave  the  formal  sanction  of  law  to  the 
forms  and  usages  of  the  service.  It  is  hoped  the  reduction  of  force 
under  the  act  approved  July  24,  J.87G,  will  be  only  temporary. 

The  men  to  be  enlisted  for  the  Signal-Service  are  first  required  to  pass 
a  preliminary  educational  exanlination  before  they  are  accepted  for 
ehlistment.  After  enlistment,  they  are  sent  to  Fort  Whipple  to  be  drilled 
and  instructed.  They  are  then  tested  by  practice  and  further  taught  as 
assistants  at  stations;  instructed  later  in  higher  branches  at  the  school 
of  instruction;  again  examined,  and  again  tested  before  being  intrusted 
with  the  management  of  stations.  The  plan  has  furnished  a  force  of 
soldiers  of  superior  education  and  good  character  at  the  many  stations 
throughout  the  United  States. 

The  work  done  at  this  office  has  been  extensive,  covering  a  wide  fiehl 
of  operations,  with  many  and  complicated  details,  each  requiring  to  be 
carefully  elaborated  for  each  day,  and  each  limited  for  its  discharge  to 
fixed  and  very  brief  periods  of  time.  The  steadily  improving  experi- 
ence and  organization  of  the  service  have  permitted  each  branch  of  duty 
to  be  carried  on  with  regularity. 

Bvt.  Lieut  Col.  Garrick  Mallery  and  First  Lieut,  (now  Captain)  Henry 
Jackson,  acting  signal-officers,  have  remained  on  duty  as  assistants  to 
the  Chief  Signal-Officer,  and  in  charge,  respectively,  of  records,  general 
correspondence,  orders,  and  enlistmepts,  and  of  the  proi)erty  division, 
together  with  other  duties  specially  assigned  them,  as  mentioned  in  the 
last  annual  report,  during  the  year  ending  Jane  30, 187G,  and  up  to  the 
dates  at  which  they  were  relieved  from  duty  in  this  office.  Bvt.  Lieut. 
Col.  Mallery  was  relieved  from  duty  August  17, 1876,  by  Si)ecial  Orders, 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  No.  IGG,  and  Captain  Jackson  August  12, 187G, 
by  Special  Orders,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  No.  139. 

The  aggregate  of  office  correspondence  has  become  of  large  amount, 
embracing  many  thousands  of  communications,  exclusive  of  publications 
and  telegrams,  sent  and  received.  The  record  is  herewith.  (Paper  Y.) 
The  office  is  in  communication  with  numerous  foreign  correspondents, 
having  now  official  relations  with  scientists  and  the  chiefs  of  meteoro- 
logical services  of  nearly  evexy  prominent  power  on  the  northern  hem- 
isphere. It  has  become  the  acknowledged  center  for  meteorological 
information  on  this  continent. 

The  preparation  of  statistics  and  reports,  upon  special  requests,  for  the 
nses  of  individuals  or  institutions,  has  become  a  work  of  magnitude, 
while  the  numerous  applications  for  information  on  various  subject^-, 
many  of  them  only  indirectly  connected  with  the  duties  of  the  office, 
have  reiiuired  of  themselves  much  attention. 

The  work  in  the  property  division  of  the  office  has  been  carefully 
systematizeil.  It  has  become  extensive  with  the  increasing  duties  of 
the  service. 

A  number  of  valnable  maps  and  charts  have  been  prepared  in  the 
map-room  of  the  ofllce. 

Two  bundled  and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  twenty-nlno  cents  have 
been  received  during  the  year  from  the  sale  of  maps  and  other  office 
publications,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March 
3, 1874,  authorizing  such  sales. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-four  instruments  have  been  purchased  for 
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station  use  since  last  report,  and  four  hundred  and  two  issued.  The  ex- 
IHiriment  of  sending  instruments  by  mail,  under  the  special  arrangement 
for  this  purpose  msMie  with  the  Postmaster-General,  to  which  reference 
has  been  made  in  a  previous  report,  has  proved  successful,  and  the  per- 
centage of  loss  from  breaking  in  transmission  has  been  materially  re- 
duced. The  superintendent  of  the  railway  mail-service  has  shown 
marked  interest  in  this  work,  and  much  of  ita  success  is  due  to  his  per* 
soual  supervision. 

The  library  of  the  ofiQce  now  contains  three  thousand  three  hundred 
and  ten  bound  volumes,  and  five  hundred  and  eighty-nine  pamphlets, 
being  an  increase  during  the  year  of  two  hundied  and  ninety-eight 
bound  volumes  and  one  hundred  and  nineteen  pamphlets.  Many  of 
these  additions  have  been  obtained  without  expense  to  the  United  States 
from  foreign  societies  and  associations  in  exchange  for  ofiQce  publica- 
tions.   (Paper  YI  exhibits  a  list  of  the  documents  so  received.) 

Bvt.  Capt.  H.  W.  Howgate,  acting  signal-officer  and  assistant^  con- 
tinued to  have  general  charge  of  instruction  and  general  supervision  of 
non-commissioned  officers  and  assistants  on  station  duty,  the  receipt, 
record,  and  publication  of  weather  repor.ts  during  theyear  ending  June 
30, 1S76,  together  with  other  duties  especially  assigned  him. 

•  •••••• 

• 

First  Lieutenants  H.  H.  C.  Dunwoody,  C.  E.  Eilbourne,  and  H.  W. 
Howgate^  acting  signal-officers,  are,  at  the  date  of  this  report,  on  duty  as 
assistants  to  the  Chief  Signal-Officer,  and  in  charge,  respectively,  of 
the  records  and  correspondence,  stations,  and  the  property  division  of 
this  office. 

The  resignation  of  Assistant  Thompson  B.  Maury,  A.  M.,  was  ac- 
cepted November  30, 1876. 

A  total  number  of  145  stations  has  been  maintained  during  the  year 
to  fill  the  system  of  stations  of  observation  from  which  reports  are 
deemed  necessary,  or  at  which  other  action  is  required,  to  enable  proper 
warnings  to  be  given  of  the  approach  and  force  of  stonas,  and  of  me- 
teoric changes  for  the  benefit  of  agricultural  and  commerciid  interests. 

The  average  cost  of  maintaining  each  station  of  observation  during 
the  year,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  uie  telegraphic  service  and  of  the  i^ay 
and  maintenance  of  the  men  on  duty  at  each,  has  been  $424.03.  The 
average  force  employed  at  the  stations  referred  to,  or  on  du^  as  con- 
nected therewith,  has  amounted  to  one  and  four-tenths  men  for  each 
station.  In  the  cost  of  each  station,  as  thus  given,  is  included  the  cost 
of  rent,  and  of  maintaining  a  suitable  office  or  room  at  each  place  for 
the  public  use,  with  facilities  for  the  necessary  exposure  of  instruments 
and  for  the  display  of  cautionary  signals,  where  such  signals  are  re- 
quired. The  duties  of  the  enlisted  men  at  each  station  are  as  follows : 
At  stations  forwarding  telegraphic  reports  they  are  required  to  take, 
put  in  cipher,  and  furnish,  to  be  telegraphed  tri-daily  on  each  day,  at 
different  fixed  times,  the  results  of  observations  made  at  those  times, 
and  embracing,  in  each  case,  the  readings  of  the  barometes,  the  ther- 
mometer, the  wind-velocity  and  direction,  tbe  rain-gauge,  the  relative 
humidity,  the  character,  quantil^,  and  movement  of  upper  and  lower 
clouds,  and  the  condition  of  the  weather.  These  observations  are  taken 
at  such  hours,  at  the  different  stations,  as  to  provide  the  three  simulta- 
neous observations,  taken  daily  at  throe  fixed  moments  of  physical  time 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  The 
differences  between  these  fixed  times  and  the  local  times  at  the  different 
stations  causes  it  to  happen  that  at  some  stations  the  observations  are 
32  Ab 
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to  bo  Qiudti  in  ihi?  earliest  boDis  of  the  moriUDg,  aod  At  otk 
latest  of  tlio  Liiglit.    the  work  thus  iiracticnlly  ext^ds  tbrooL 
twcnty-roiir  liours.     Eacli  of  tUeso  obaerrations  is  reqitircil  to  iM^ 
fally  i-econletl,  for  futare  reference,  at  tiio  time  it  is  takes.    THireB  v 
obsei'v lit  ions  to  Iw  taken  at  the  local  times,  7  a.  m.,  3  p.  ni.,  and  9  p 
iU'o  also  to  bo  takeu  and  recorded  at  each  statioa.    A  sovcuUi  ami 
cittl  observation  is  also  taken  and  recorded  at  noou  on  each  day. 
thin  observation  (Such  instrumental  changes  iire  not«d  as  to  caiuwa 
itily,  the  fact  is  1o  be  telegraphed  to  the  Oentral  OlHce  at  Waalitiigl 

At  the  statioU8  at  n'hich  cautionary  signals  are  displayed  aa  o' 
must  be  ctmetautly  on  daty  to  receive  the  order  and  to  show  the  8  , 
which  tiiay  bo  ordered  at  any  moment.  At  stations  from  which  f 
reports  are  fumishi^,  an  observatiou  and  reconl  of  the  depth  and  t 
lierature  of  tfao  water  is  mado  and  reported  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  local  time^ 
OD  each  day.  In  the  cases  of  threatening  storms  or  daugerons  firesbeU, 
Boy  station  may  be  called  upon  to  make  hourly  reports. 

The  data  thus  gathered  on  tlic  files  at  each  station  are  to  be  ooomU- 
dated,  first  weeklyf  on  forms  which,  with  copies  of  the  tolegraphtc-cipber 
report,  are  to  be  sent  weekly  to  the  Central  OfUce,  theu  monthly,  id  Cbe 
form  of  a  careful  digest,  also  tu  be  forwarded.    The  thorough  stody  ^H 
the  work  of  the  month  is  then  to  be  condensed  in  the  form  of  a  tQoniJii^| 
diart.    Isone  of  these  observations  or  records  ought  to  be  dispena^H 
with,  nor  can  they,  with  meteorological  instrameats  as  they  now  exii^| 
be  taken  and  recorded  moru  economically.    At  stations  where  the  pOf^| 
lation  warrantji  it  the  duties  of  the  euUsted  men  are  increased  bf  i^H 
receipt  and  record  of  data  from  other  stations,  to  lie  exhibited  up^H 
written  bulletins  gr  fnruished  to  the  press  for  gmhlic  use.  ^| 

The  distributiou  of  farmers'  bulletins  for  the  uses  of  agricullon)  po^l 
ulntioDs  has  been  fl'equeutly  iind  is  elsewhere  described.  jH 

In  the  cities  upon  tho  sea-coasts  of  the  United  iStAtes,  or  at  its  M^l 
I>ort«,  the  ofhces  of  tlie  service  are  open  for  the  comparison  of  instnumo^l 
tbo  examination  of  their  data,  or  tu  furnish  whatever  luformatioa  VM^| 
bo  practicable  to  captains  of  vessels  or  others  concerned  in  shippiof  ^H 
terests.  At  stations  upon  telegraphic  lines  in  charge  of  or  coastmo^^l 
by  the  service  in  pursuance  and  furtherance  of  its  duties,  the  orcDai^H 
duties  of  telegraphing  and  the  maintenance  of  tho  lines  devolve  iipoD  ^^| 
fori'e  so  stationed,  in  addition  to  iluties  of  observation.  ^H 

The  forms  eidiibiting  c<mdenscd,  the  labor  thus  rniuired  of  m(U^| 
Service  men  stationed  at  separate  stations,  are  hereby  submitted.  T^l 
pers32to39.)  ^H 

Tbo  enlisted  men  in  charge  of  stations  are  responsible  fur  tbe  eM^| 
cleanliness,  and  good  working  of  the  instruments,  the  cleameea  of  l^M 
recoids,  the  correctness  iiud  punctuality  of  reports,  the  displu'  of  ^H 
uals  or  bulletins,  and,  iu  Hue,  for  the  cleanliness  and  good  coQuitlcn^l 
the  station  itself.  It  luia  been  considered  necessary  to  make  this  t^M 
scriptiou  thus  mtunto,  that  it  might  be  tuidcrstood  what  is  required^H 

The  sum  of  their  pay  aud  allowances  scantily  comiiensatea  for  tbviM^H 

tiuiiiiu-H  l.ilior.  ^H 

I  .  '  iJuIies  aud  tbo  foree  sttiii  itfl 

!i  !ii  of  ftations.     The  mei-  ■  ol 

1'  :  The  year  are  given  iu  di  B 

„  :hi;  duties  perfonncd  in  tLi  i  ■. ,  .;  J—^JjM 

buiuu  HI  uiiuil  Ui^l.  they  aiv  coutiaued  day  and  ingbL  uitbuubd^^^^H 
for  holidiiyti  or  days  of  test,  and  that  they  must  of  neoceatt^^^^^l 
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difficult  to  make  a  comparison  between  an  eetablishment  tbus  conducted 
and  others  in  which  the  work  is  limited  to  certain  hours  of  daylight 
alone. 

This  office  is  the  center  to  which  the  daily,  weekly,  nud  monthly  con- 
tributions of  all  other  officers  or  stations  of  the  Signal-IService  scattered 
throughout  the  United  States  tend,  to  be  finally  elaborated  and  made  of 
practical  value.  There  are  here  concentrated,  also,  the  reports  from  the 
six  hundred  and  twenty-six  places  at  which  voluntary  observations  are 
now  made  on  this  continent,  and  from  the  two  hundred  and  seventy-two 
places  whence  simnltaneous  reports  are  bad  in  foreign  countries. 

Frqp  this  great  mass  of  data  are  continually  elaborated  the  results 
which  appear  in  the  different  issues  and  publications  of  the  office, 
whether  in  the  form  of  forecasts,  telegraphed  to  the  press  throughout 
the  country,  of  charts  distributed  hence,  or  of  the  weekly  and  mohthly 
publications.  Ko  single  report  of  any  observation  received  at  the  office 
fails  to  receive  attention  and  study. 

The  daily  exchange  of  telegraphic  reports,  had  by  comity  of  exchange 
with  the  chief  meteorological  office  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  has 
be^i  continned.  Meteorological  reports  furnished  according  to  the 
forms  of  this  office  have  been  received  tri-daily  from  sixteen  stations 
within  the  Dominion,  and  warnings  have  been  regularly  sent  from  this 
office  to  the  central  office  at  Toronto  to  enable  signals  to  be  displayed  at 
the  ports  of  the  Dominion  at  times  of  threatened  danger. .  The  relations 
maintained  between  the  two  services  continue  to  be  of  benefit  to  both. 

The  series  of  daily  telegraphic  reports  from  stations  in  the  West  Indies 
extending  from  Onba,  by  Jamaica,  to  Barbadoes  and  the  Windward 
Islands,  referred  to  in  previous  reports,  has,  in  view  of  the  small  amount 
of  appropriation  available,  been  suspended.  While  the  defective  work- 
ing of  the  telegraphic  cable  often  impaired  the  value  of  these  reports  by 
delay^  and  it  was  difficnlt  to  secnre  the  services  of  skilled  observers, 
they  were  at  times  of  importance  for  the  pre-annonncement  of  cyclones 
approaching  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  threatening  the  coasts  of  the  United 
States. 

The  plan  of  the  location  of  the  different  stations  of  observation  was 
referred  to  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Ohief  Signal-Officer  as  fol- 
lows: 

<*It  has  been  so  arranged  that  each  station  might,  from  its  point  of 
observation,  give  nottoe  of  meteoric  changes  and  warn  against  nuusual 
disturbances  for  its  particular  section,  while  all  shonM  be  so  placed,  as 
in  a  series  of  lines,  and  in  such  relations  each  to  the  other,  that  the 
reports  of  aoy  one  and  the  contiguous  stations  received  at  the  other 
stations  as  thev  pass  by  telegraph  toward  the  office  of  the  Ohief  Signal- 
Officer  may  of  themselves  give  notice  of  marked  meteoric  chauges. 
The  reports  of  all,  concentrated,  charted,  and  studied  at  this  office,  are 
intended  to  enable  the  extent,  movement,  and  course  of  the  disturbance 
to  be  observed  and  defined  iit>m  report  to  report,  and  to  permit  warnings 
to  be  issued  by  publications  or  by  siguals  at  auy  time  for  the  benefit  of 
all. 

^^  The  eastern  line  of  observation,  attempted  to  be  maintained,  reaches 
from  the  stations  far  southward  and  eastward,  at  Barbadoes  and  the 
Windward  Islands,  through  the  West  India  Islands,  and  along  the  At- 
lantic coasts  to  the  northeast,  at  Father  Point  and  Halifax. 

^*  The  southern  line,  joining  that  of  the  east  at  Key  West,  extends 
along  the  southern  coasts  of  the  United  States  bordering  the  Gulf  ot 
Mexico  to  the  mouth  of  the  Bio  Grande  and  the  Mexican  frontier.  Be- 
tween this  point  and  the  southern  port  of  San  Diego  upon  the  Pacific 
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Oceau,  tbe  iutervals  not  covered  hj  telegrapk-lines  each  year  diminish. 
The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  tho  line  can  be  extended  acro«  the 
continent. 

'<  Tbe  western  line  reaches,  on  the  Pacific,  with  far  too  few  stataoiis, 
from  San  Diego  to  Portkindy  Oregon.  The  northern  line  connects  this 
station,  passing  over  tho  plains  by  the  great  npper  lakes,  through  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  and  the  Saint  Lawrence  Valley,  with  the  eastern 
line  at  Halifax. 

'^  Within  these  bounding  lines  the  territory  is  covered  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  snch  stations  of  observation  as  the  skill  and  the  focilities  of 
tbe  office  have  permitted.  There  have  been  bnt  few  changes  in  the 
locations  of  these  stations  east  of  the  Mississippi  Biver.  West  of  tbe 
Mississippi  tbe  lines  of  stations  are  carried  steadily  westward,  wherever 
improving  facilities  of  oonunnnication  and  the  means  at  the  contnd  of 
tbe  service  have  made  the  measure  possible.    ' 

^<  In  the  whole  list  of  stations  there  is  not  one  but  the  failure  of  reports 
from  which  is  unpleasantly  felt;  nor  is  tiiere  any  limiting  station  bat 
from  which  tbe  student  looks  longingly  into  tbe  unknown  region  bqrond, 
with  tbe  wish  that  from  that  unknown  might  come  the  information  to 
give  bis  stndies  accuracy.  Kear  the  southern  extremity  of  the  eastern 
lino,  tbe  experience  of  meteorists  has  locsted  the  origin  of  pydoiies, 
which  sometimes  sweep  in  a  single  course  over  the  w^le  eastern  por- 
tion of  tho  United  States  in  the  vicmity  of  the  seat  Beyond  the  western 
extremity  of  tbe  southern  line,  and  upon  the  coast  of  theOnlf  of  Mezieo, 
t  here  lies  a  region  from  which  the  sad  experience  of  the  last  summer  diows 
reports  are  needed  to  warn  our  ports  against  snch  storms  as  that  which 
recently  devastated  the  southwestern  coasts.  But  little  progress  can  be 
made  in  the  study  of  the  practical  meteorology  of  the  Pacific  coast  while 
the  scant  stations  which  now  dot  the  Pacific  line  are  all  fiom  which  infor- 
mation can  be  had.  North  and  west  of  the  great  lakes  some  of  theriohest 
territories  of  tbe  United  States  cannot  be  properly  forewarned  of  coming 
changes  until  the  lines  of  stations  can  be  carried  farther  westward.  Over 
tbe  whole  interior  west  of  and  in  the  Mississippi  Valley,  the  populatioos 
are  impatient  for  premonitions,  which  must  be  delayed  until  the  md- 
vancing  telegraph-lines  have  pioneered  the  way  for  stations,  reports 
from  which  must  be  had.  For  the  interior  east  of  Uie  Mississippi,  and 
for  the  districts  near  the  great  lakes,  reports  for  study  cannot  be  too 
full  or  too  numerous  for  the  proper  protection  of  the  great  agricoltaral 
and  commercial  interests.  Experience  has  shown  tJiat  a  storm  once 
fairly  within  the  scope  of  tho  stations  of  this  office,  the  study«charts  can 
hardly  fail  to  indicate,  in  their  ceaseless  sequence,  the  place  of  its  exist- 
ence, its  extent,  and  something  of  its  probable  march.  It  is  a  duty  to 
give  that  scope  such  field  as  will  make  it  most  efiiective.^ 

It  is  to  be  hoped  tbat  the  office  may  be  again  so  situated  as  to  permit 
the  reports  from  tbe  Hue  of  West  India  stations  to  be  resumed*  So  long 
as  this  line  of  stations  is  silent,  the  commerce  of  the  Qulf  of  Mexico  and 
that  of  the  States  bordering  uiion  if,  togedier,  to  some  extent,  with  that 
ui)on  our  Atlantic  coasts,  is  exposed  to  dangers,  against  some  of  which 
they  might  be  forewarned.  The  experience  of  the  past  would  permit  the 
work  to  be  resumed,  with  a  better  knowledge  of  the  difficoltioB  to  be 
overcome  and  more  satisftictory  results  than  have  been  before  had.  In 
any  system  of  reports  intended  to  forewarn  the  coasts  or  commeroe  of 
the  United  States  against  approaching  temi)ests,  those  to  bo  had  from 
experienced  observers  at  these  stations,  and  with  improved  telegraphic 
commnnicatiou,  ought  to  be  included. 

It  has  been  found  necessary  to  suspend  during  tbe  year,  for  economic 
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reasons,  several  stations  wbicli  hod  before  been  maintained  at  colleges, 
scientific  institutions,  or  places  at  which,  from  a  want  of  existing  data, 
it  seemed  desirable  that  series  of  reports  should  bo  had.  The  observa- 
tions taken  at  these  places  were  of  the  character  before  described  in  this 
report,  including  the  tri-daily  simultaneous  reports,  and  would  ailord  a 
basis  for  judging  of  the  climatology  and  other  meteorological  facts  re- 
lating  to  the  interests  of  the  section.  They  formed  a  part,  also,  of  the 
system  of  reports,  each,  to  some  extent,  complementary  of  the  others, 
which  would  permit  the  atmospheric  conditions  over  the  whole  country 
to  be  studied. 

The  utility  for  meteorological  purposes  of  the  sea-coast  stations  of  the 
Signal-Service,  in  connection  with  the  life-saving  service,  and  located  in 
the  life-saving  service  stations,  has  been  further  exhibited  in  the  period 
elapsing  since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report. 

As  explained  in  that  report,  the  observations  taken  at  these  stations 
have  the  advantage  of  being  taken  on  the  sea-coast  itself,  and  from  posi- 
tions which  permit  the  condition  of  the  sea-swell  to  be  reported.  The 
stations  have  the  further  advantage  of  being  directly  connected  with 
this  office  by  telegraph-lines  under  its  control.  Eeports  of  any  charac- 
ter can  so  be  had  at  any  time  they  may  be  called  for,  or  signals  may  be 
displayed  to  warn  of  danger. 

The  reports  of  observations  hero  had  differ  frequently  and  markedly 
from  those  had  from  stations  farther  in  the  interior,  and  suggest  the  ap- 
proach of  weather  conditions,  which,  without  such  indications,  might 
either  have  escaped  attention  or  would  not  have  been  foreseen* 

Generalizations  had  from  the  reports  received  from  these  stations 
will  not  fail  to  become  each  year  of  increasing  value  for  the  prediction 
of  weather  conditions  to  be  expected  near  our  coasts.  The  reports 
themselves,  appearing  in  the  daily  journals  and  read  by  those  interested, 
give  some  clew  to  tbe  circumstances  under  which  coasting  voyages 
may  be  undertaken  or  are  being  made. 

The  benefits  to  follow  a  sea^^oast  service,  of  which  these  stations 
oflTer  an  example,  are  such  as  cause  it  to  be  hoped  that  those  coasts  of 
the  United  States  most  exposed  and  frequented  may  early  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  its  protection. 

The  stations  on  tbelinesof  telegraph  constructed  in  pursuance  of  acts 
of  Congress,  in  the  Southwest  and  on  tbe  Indian  frontier,  have  served 
the  purpose  for  which  the  lines  were  in  part  recommended — of  extend- 
ing the  field  of  meteorological  research  in  that  direction.  They  have 
made  possible  the  daily  receipt  of  meteorological  data  from  regions  in 
which  their  collection  was  before  impracticable,  and  have  furnished  for 
the  office  a  daily  knowledge  of  atmospherio  conditions  existing  on  their 
course.  The  value  of  these  reports,  taken  in  connection  with  those 
from  other  reporting  stations,  the  whole  forming  one  system,  is  very 
great. 

It  can  be  safely  claimed  that  upon  no  other  continent  can  such  a  chain 
of  stations  as  that  exhibited  upon  chart  herewith,  (Paper  45,)  and 
reaching  from  sea  to  sea,  be  found. 

The  southern  line  of  stations  reported  at  the  date  of  last  report  as 
inoomplete,  is,  by  the  connection  these  lines  furnish,  now  iilled.  Warn- 
ings of  a  character  before  impossible  on  the  western  Gulf  coasts  can 
now  be  given,  while  disturbances  menacing  other  sections  of  tbe  United 
States,  and  approaching  from  this  direction,  can  be  early  noted.  In 
the  stndies  of  a  practical  meteorology,  having  reference  to  this  conti- 
nent, that  of  these  reports  ought  not  to  be  omitted. 

Reports  from  the  eastern  Mexican  coast  are  still  to  be  desired  for  the 
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proper  protection  of  tlio  Golf.  Cyclones  passing  over  tlie  West 
would  doubtk'&s  oftori  maDifc8t  tbcmselves  near  tlicso  coaitt«  id  t 
poriuit  warnioga  to  be  giveu  to  oar  own. 

Tbo  forward  march  of  civilizatioa  on  llie  great  iiiteiinr  iiliiii-m 
of  the  Mississippi  each  year  reDders  more  extended  iil> 
ticablo  in  that  regioD.  The  field  of  atady  ought  to  li<' 
direction  or  rapidly  as  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  tljc 
nilt.  The  barometrical  readings  made  in  this  region  s! 
their  valne  by  the  diilienlty  of  rednctioQ  to  the  bypothelii.iil  rt^Mdimf  M 
sen-level.  It  is  perhaps  by  multiplying  statiouR  the  correct  aulatioo  of 
this  problem  will  be  soonest  attained.  This  ditlicnity  each  year  leMSDS. 
The  lines  of  stations  crossing  the  continent,  above  alluded  to,  will  nf- 
fonl  material  for  interesting  studies  in  this  direction. 

The  means  are  not  available  to  maintain  upon  the  Pacific  cout  tbe 
number  of  Htations  which  oagbttobe  there  established  to  perniit proper 
warnings  to  be  given.    The  stations  in  the  States  east  of  tbe  Uiaf'~ 
sippi  have  been  snfKcientiy  referred  to  before  in  this  and  in  precedl 
leportH.    The  necessity  tor  each,  and  the  UHe»  to  be  maile  of  eacb,  Iw 
been  carefully  examined  into  before  the  stations  were  e^tnbUshed. 
henelllsto  he  had  from  the  continuity  of  stations  and  of  reports 
regardeil   us  having  ponsed  lieyonil  the  domain  of  experiment,  and  « 
eaUiblixhtil  by  facts. 

The  <M)nNtaut  and  exact  work  required  at  tbe  nnmeroua  statious  tu 
connected  with  this  oflice  renders  it  necessary  that  each  station  ahunid 
frecineutly  and  minutely  inspected,  the  books  and  papers  examliu 
and  tlie  instrnmeutH  compared  with  the  standard  instruments.  Ea 
station  uu;;lit  lo  be  iuKpected  nt  least  once  in  each  period  of  six  mooti 

Fortj'seven  stations  have  Iwen  inspected  doring  iho  year,  four 
them  twice.  First  Lieiitcuants  F.  C.  Orngun,  A.  W.  Ureely,  J.  , 
Buchanan  and  S<!Coud  Lieutenant  James  Allen,  actiug  sigual-ofilea 
have  Iweu  employed  upon  this  duty — the  two  Jirst  named  tfunporail 
ami  the  oth(T»  permanently.  (Paper  7  shows  the  Dame  of  cnnh  stati 
iuRi)eoted.  with  date  of  inspwtion.) 

TUo  ])ruposition  adopted  at  the  cougress  of  persons  charged  w] 
meteorological  duties,  assembled  at  Vienna  in  187J,  and  to  the  effi 
tliat  it  U  desirable,  with  a  view  to  theii'  exchange,  that  ut  least  o 
nniloiiii  observation  of  snch  chariMSter  as  to  be  suited  lor  the  prBpi 
aratiuu  of  syuvptic  charts  bu  taken  and  ntcorded  daily  am]  aupHl 
neonsly  throughout  the  world,  has  continued  to  have  priicti4dH| 

By  Authority  of  the  Dcpartmuntt  and  with  the  courteous  co-^^^H 
of  scientists  and  chiefs  of  meteorological  services  represoutiaip^^H 
ferent  countries,  n  record  of  observations  taken  daily,  sintultdV^ 
vitb  obserraUoDs  taken  throaghout  the  Unitvd  Btates  and  the  atQ^H 
islands,  is  excbaus«d  somi-mouthly.  These  reporttt  are  to  oorer  t 
t«rTitori»l  extent  of  Algiers,  AuHtriu,  Belgium,  Great  Britain,  Denaua 
Fr«»ce,QennaDy,Grecee,ItiJy,  Japan,  tbe  Netlicirlundx.SwedeUiNonn 
Portugal,  Russia,  Spain,  Switzerland,  Turkey,  lliilish  North  AiDBrii 
the  United  Slates,  Sandwich  Islands,  Wejtt  ludie-s,  and  South  Amcril 

Un  .Inly  1. 1ST5,  tbe  daily  issue  of  a  printed  liuD.i  in  .  xldhidogtlM 
iuteroational  simnlUneous  reports  was  <!OU)n'  nfQq^H 

has  been  Hinc«<  mnintaineil.     A    copy  of   li  '^''^1 

each  co-opemriiJg  obsviver.    Thu  results  l<<  <•?  ^H 

thus  collated  ore  eonsideriMl  aa  to  b«  of  i-i'  mo^^l 

bnlleliu  rombliies,  lor  ihotlrst  time  of  which  tlitu'  iti>r<)i.l,  (benta 
of  the  iintioDn  In  a  work  of  this  klud  for  their  mutual  boDcSt.  TIh 
U  OMdti]  ouly  Ibe  oselstnuw  to  b«  li&d  &otB  tbe  uaval  force}  &t  ^^^ 
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ferent  powers,  to  extend  tbe  plan  of  report  upon  the  seas,  to  bring  within 
the  scope  of  stady  observations  practically  extending  aronnd  the  northern 
hemisphere.  In  this  connection  the  office  has  to  acknowledge  the  cor- 
dial and  valnable  co-operation  of  the  meteorological  services  of  the  dif- 
ferent countries  represented,  as  follows:  Algiers,  by  General  d'Eadeville, 
8Ui)^rienr  de  g6nie ;  Austria,  by  Prof.  Carl  Jelinek,  director  of  the  Royal 
Central  Meteorological  Institute  at  Vienna;  Great  Britain,  by  Mr.  Bobert 
H.  Scott,  director  of  the  Meteorological  Office,  London ;  Denmark,  Capt. 
K  Hoffmeyer,  director  of  the  Boyal  Danish  Meteorological  Institute  at 
Copenhagen ;  France,  by  TJ.  J.  Le  Verrier,  director  of  the  Paris  Observ- 
atory J  Germany,  by  George  Nenmayer,  superintendent  Hydrographic 
Office,  Berlin ;  Greece,  by  Prof.  J.  P.  Julius  Schmidt,  director  of  the 
Boyal  Observatory  at  Athens ;  Italy,  by  the  minister  of  agriculture, 
industry,  and  commerce ;  the  Netherlands,  by  Prof.  Buys  Ballot,  direct- 
or of  the  Boyal  Meteorological  Institute  of  the  Netherlands  at  Utrecht ; 
Norway,  by  Prof.  H.  Mohn,  director  of  the  Boyal  Norwegian  Meteor- 
ological Institute  at  Ghristiania ;  Portugal,  by  J.  G.  de  Brito  Capello, 
director  of  the  Meteorological  Observatory  of  the  Infante  Don  Luiz  at 
Lisbon ;  Bussia,  by  Prof.  H.  Wild,  director  of  the  Imperial  Central 
Physical  Observatory  of  Bussia  at  St.  Petersburg ;  Spain,  by  Antonio 
Aguilar,  director  of  the  Boyal  Observatory  at  Madrid,  and  of  Don  Ce- 
cilia Pqjazon,  director  of  the  Naval  Observatory  at  San  Fernando ; 
Sweden,  by  Prof.  B.  Bubenson,  director  of  the  Boyal  Swedish  Meteor- 
ological Institute  at  Stockholm,  and  Dr.  H.  H.  Hildebrandsson,  chief  of 
the  meteorological  division  of  the  Upsala  Observatory ;  Switzerland,  by 
Profc  B.  Wolf,  director  of  the  observatory  at  Zurich,  and  Prof.  B.  Plan- 
tamour,  director  of  the  Observatory  at  Geneva ;  Turkey,  by  A.  Coum* 
bary,  effendi  director  of  the  Central  Observatory  at  Constantinople,  and 
ProC  C.  Y.  A.  Van  Dyck,  superintendent  of  tbe  Lee  Observatory  at 
Beirut;  Canada,  by  Prof.  G.  T.  Kingston,  director  of  the  Magnetic  Obseiv- 
atory  at  Toronto,  and  by  individual  observers  at  other  points. 

A  copy  of  the  international  bulletin  herewith  (Paper  31)  exhibits  the 
character  of  the  reports,  and  that  of  the  information  had  from  each  sta- 
tion. The  chart  accompanying  this  paper  exhibits  the  location  of  the 
stations,  and  foreslmdows  the  studies  the  reports  had  from  them  will 
make  practicable.  The  number  of  stations  reporting  increases.  The 
work  is  not  likely  to  be  abandoned  by  those  in  the  different  countries 
who  have  taken  part  in  establishing  it,  and  who  share  its  benefits.  If 
it  served  no  other  purpose  than  to  maintain  the  pleasant  co-operation  of 
those  charged  with  meteorological  duties  of  the  different  countries,  it 
wonld  be  of  value.  It  is  hoi^  that  by  systems  of  observations  thus 
extensive,  generalizations  may  be  had  to  permit  the  announcement  of 
approaching  meteoric  changes  for  periods  longer  in  advance  than  have 
been  hitherto  practicable. 

The  average  number  of  daily  simultaneous  observations  now  made 
n  broad  is  two  hundred  mid  seventy-two.  The  co-operation  of  the  differ- 
ent nations  given  as  above  described  renders  the  additional  cost  to  the 
United  States  of  tbe  grand  system  of  reports  it  opens  but  little  more 
than  that  of  the  cost  of  t^e  preparation,  i>aper,  and  binding  of  the  inter- 
national bulletin,  a  cost  which  would  have  to  be  met  in  great  part  for 
tbe  proper  preservation  of  the  records  themselves,  even  if  the  bulletin 
was  not  distributed. 

The  system  of  meteorological  reports  made  by  voluntary  observers 
throughout  the  Fnited  States  and  elsewhere  on  this  continent,  formerly 
organized  for  the  SmitiiBoniaa  Institution  under  the  direction  of  its 
distingoiahed  Secretaryi  ProiiMMir  Jooeph  Henry,  and  now  become  the 


r,n4 


PAPERS  ACCOMPAATIKO  THE 


Tolantary  ftyeiteui  ol'  tbiB  office,  has  becu  iuureased  sine©  tiio  d 
last  nnonalropott  hy  the  tender  and  acceptance  of  reports  to  B 
by  fltJditioDnt  observers,    Tbcso  reports  are  of  observations  a" 
7  a.  in.,  2  p.  m.,  and  9  p.  m.,  local  tiint',  by  tho  diffexent  obsc 
at  tbe  differeui.sLitiona  named  in  I'apcr  11,  Lerewitli. 

Paper  18"  exbiUts  tho  form  adopted  by  this  office  npon 
obftervations  of  this  character  are  now  entered. 

By  the  very  courteous  action  of  the  yurgeoa-General  of  tbo  j 
Itrigadier-Geueral  Joseph  K.  Barnes,  brevet  mtiior-geueral,  the  f 
Hire  Rcries  of  obserrations  made  by  the  medical  officers  of  tbe  Armyfl 
the  ditTerent  military*  posts  and  stations,  are  placed  at  the  diRposalJ 
this  ofHce,  after  having  extracts  made  from  them  at  tlie  offlceoff^ 
.Snrgeon-General.    (Paper  12.) 

TUese  reports  are,  like  those  of  tho  volnntary  system  of  this  offloe, 
from  observations  mude  at  7  a.  m.,  li  p.  m.,  and  9  p.  m.  The  series  of 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  is  now  regularly  reoeived  ami 
entered  on  the  record-files  of  the  office.  The  record  of  observatioiia  b 
as  the  form  herewith.     (Paper  18''.) 

The  total  of  daily  reports  tiled  at  the  ofiice  of  the  Chief  Signal-OIBoer 
now  numbers  as  follows :  "^^ 

Xnmber  of  daily  service  telegraphic  reports,  151;  nnrober  of  itU 
national  daily  simultaneons  reports,  1S5 ;  number  of  reports  fTom  voldj 
lary  observers,  408 ;  number  of  reports  received  from  the  medical  c 
of  tho  Army,  132;  number  of  reports  received  from  naval  obset 
:i2 ;  making  a  grand  total  of  SUS  reports  received  regularly  for  tUsotu 

It  is  proper  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  each  of  these  re_ 
evidences  tbe  existence  of  tho  necessary  instruments,  and  has  reqnl 
the  action  of  some  observer  at  as  many  different  places  upon  the  eartbV  ' 
surface.  Tbe  raloe  of  these  data  increases  with  each  additional  jear 
ilnring  which  the  record  of  tbem  is  made.  Tbe  study  of  the  atmospbera 
as  a  unit  resalts  in  benehts  which  are  felt  not  only  in  tbe  i»nnay  in 
which  any  especial  reports  may  be  mode,  but  throughout  tbe  world.  It 
is  donbtfol  whether  so  extensive  a  record  as  that  above  described  was 
ever  liefore  had  with  so  little  expense. 

The  suliject  of  the  construction  of  a  building,  to^  be  flre-proof  t 
properly  arranged,  for  tbe  duties  of  tbe  Signal-Service  and  foe  j 
preservation  of  these  records,  now  become  very  valuable,  and  whlcA^ 
destroyed  cannot  bo  reproduced,  is  respectfully  recommendeil  to  I 
Secretary  of  War.  It  is  estimate  that  if  each  separate  observsttal 
cousidereil  to  have  a  mooey.Talue  of  ten  cents,  those  now  on  UaM 
this  offieo  represent  a  money-valne  of  not  less  than  three  millioi 
dollars. 

The  data  thus  acciimnlating  on  the  files  of  this  office  have  n 
scojiu  for  generalizations  diflering  from  and  perhaps  more  exi 

than  any  before  had  by  any  one  nation.    The  subject  of  their  e 

and  tiio  uses  made  of  them,  were  thus  referred  to  In  sabstattee  laf 
last  annual  report: 

The  number  of  reports  received  daily  and  unceasingly  have  aet 
tated  a  constant  labor  to  keep  up,  in  the  discassion  of  them,  to  Uietli_^ 
at  wliich  they  are  recorded,  in  order  to  prevent  an  ai'camuIaUoQ  whll 
by  it«  mass,  might  lessen  their  nsefulne.ss.  Tbe  pnblishetl  daily  staAr 
charts  of  tbu  ulUce,  and  the  Sfonthly  Iteview,  with  its  charts  of  geaani- 
izatious,  are  examples  of  this  work — tho  study-charts  exhibiting  a  atwij 
of  the  data  tulegraphieally  recftivetl  on  each  day ;  the  Monthly  Bcvie" 
combining  Uie  results  had  from  these  dataiind  these  recoived  fmmotlier 
sonrceA  1m  eadi  lauBLh  daring  lite  year.  JtiuutUnaslwoauL'Uw^tacC 
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difficult  to  make  a  comparigon  between  an  eetablisbment  tbas  conducted 
and  others  in  which  the  work  is  limited  to  certain  hours  of  daylight 
alone. 

This  office  is  the  center  to  which  the  daily,  weekly,  aud  monthly  con- 
tributions of  all  other  officers  or  stations  of  the  Signal-Service  scattered 
throughout  the  United  States  tend,  to  be  finally  elaborated  and  made  of 
practical  value.  There  are  here  concentrated,  also,  the  reports  from  the 
six  hundred  and  twenty-six  places  at  which  voluntary  observations  are 
now  made  on  this  continent,  and  from  the  two  hundred  and  seventy-two 
places  whence  simultaneous  reports  are  had  in  foreign  countries. 

Frqp  this  great  mass  of  data  are  continually  elaborated  the  results 
which  appear  in  the  different  issues  and  publications  of  the  office, 
whether  in  the  form  of  forecasts,  telegraphed  to  the  press  throaghout 
the  country,  of  charts  distributed  hence,  or  of  the  weekly  and  mohthly 
publications.  Ko  single  report  of  any  observation  received  at  the  office 
fails  to  receive  attention  and  study. 

The  daily  exchange  of  telegraphic  reports,  had  by  comity  of  exchange 
with  the  chief  meteorological  office  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  has 
be^i  continued.  Meteorological  reports  furnished  according  to  the 
forma  of  this  office  have  been  received  tri-daily  from  sixteen  stations 
within  the  Dominion,  and  warnings  have  been  regularly  sent  from  this 
office  to  the  central  office  at  Toronto  to  enable  signals  to  be  displayed  at 
the  ports  of  the  Dominion  at  times  of  threatened  danger. .  The  relations 
maintained  between  the  two  services  continue  to  be  of  benefit  to  both. 

The  series  of  daily  telegraphic  reports  flrom  stations  in  the  West  Indies 
extending  from  OubA,  by  Jamaica,  to  Barbadoes  and  the  Windward 
Islands,  referred  to  in  previous  reports,  has,  in  view  of  the  small  amount 
of  appropriation  available,  been  suspended.  While  the  defective  work- 
ing of  the  telegraphic  cable  often  impaired  the  value  of  these  reports  by 
delays  and  it  was  difficult  to  secure  the  services  of  skilled  observers, 
they  were  at  times  of  importance  for  the  pre-announcement  of  cyclones 
apiHroaching  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  threatening  the  coasts  of  the  United 
States. 

The  plan  of  the  location  of  the  different  stations  of  observation  was 
referred  to  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Ohief  Signal-Officer  as  fol- 
lows: 

<*It  has  been  so  arranged  that  each  station  might,  from  its  point  of 
observation,  give  notioe  of  meteoric  changes  and  warn  against  unusual 
disturbances  for  its  particular  section,  while  all  should  be  so  placed,  as 
in  a  series  of  lines,  and  in  such  relations  each  to  the  other,  that  the 
reports  of  aoy  one  and  the  contiguous  stations  received  at  the  other 
stations  as  thev  pass  by  telegraph  toward  the  office  of  the  Ohief  Signal- 
Officer  may  of  themselves  give  notice  of  marked  meteoric  changes. 
The  reports  of  all,  concentrated,  charted,  and  studied  at  this  office,  are 
intended  to  enable  the  extent,  movement,  and  course  of  the  disturbance 
to  be  observed  and  defined  from  report  to  report,  and  to  permit  warnings 
to  be  issued  by  publications  or  by  signals  at  any  time  for  the  benefit  of 
all. 

«<  The  eastern  line  of  observation,  attempted  to  be  maintained,  reaches 
from  the  stations  far  southward  and  eastward,  at  Barbadoes  and  the 
Windward  Islands,  through  the  West  India  Islands,  and  along  the  At- 
lantic coasts  to  the  northeast,  at  Father  Point  and  Halifax. 

'^  The  southern  line,  joining  that  of  the  east  at  Key  West,  extends 
along  the  southern  coasts  of  the  United  States  borderiDg  the  Gulf  ot 
Mexico  to  the  mouth  of  the  Bio  Grande  and  the  Mexican  frontier.  Be- 
tween this  point  and  the  southern  port  of  San  Diego  upon  the  Paciilc 
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tlin  ncstt^ni  interior,  nnd  in  tha  T>oiniiii<m  of  ('aniula.  Nova  Scotia.  Sot^B 
fotiiiillniiil,  Nen-  !iruunwiok,aii(l  tbe  West  luclia  iRlmidR.  Tbu  uharteaifl 
hh  litlliiwii:  (<(.)  A  cli.irt  of  harometric  )ire»8nrefi,  thu  tomppniturea,  ati^| 
llio  xi'iiitlH,  lonfl.lidr  witb  tlie  wjnd-direcuoQS  and  velodticx  at  IbodilTe^H 
Kilt  Rtiitioiift;  ilin  dift meter  of  tbe  precipitation,  if  any,  q(x;[Htuik  al  ''mI 
time  of  tti(>  report,  nnil  tbe  auioant  Bince  tbe  time  of  ibe  Innt  precedin^| 
report.  Tbis  cbart  exbibits  barometric  prcssiircH  aud  tbe-  leiDpcratatlB 
in  their  mlationn  to  diati'iots  of  territory  and  to  eafb  otbor,  b<r  a  f>jrst^^| 
of  ifiobaric  and  iiiothermal  lines  iuscribed.  Tbe  wind-directionA  a^H 
shown  by  arrows  at  tbe  different  stAtions.  (k)  A  chart  of  Uie  ckmofl 
coDditioDti  prevailing  over  tbe  United  States,  la  wbicb  tbo  diffefcJB 
vorietieA  of  cload  reported  at  the  stations  ap)>ear  by  nymlwls.  On  Lbi|H 
chart  aro  also  indicated  the  weather,  as  reported  at  each  Htation  at  UlH 
time  of  each  report,  the  direction  of  movemciit  of  lower  and  oppoH 
cloads,  and  each  niomiog  tbe  uiinimnm  teiQi)eratui'e  of  the  precedinfl 
night  in  relation  to  districts  of  territory.  Tbe  cloiidareaa  appearin^l 
Qpon  this  chart  are  surronuded  by  au  ontliue  to  enable  tbeir  eslent  aoH 
probable  moremeBt  to  bo  considered,  (c.)  A  chart  of  tbe  relalJvfl 
humidities  over  ten-itoriat  districts,  with  tbe  tem(>eratnrt^t  at  the  wereraB 
atat.ioiiB.  This  chart  of  hnmidities  eiiables  studies  to  be  made  of  teiriW 
tonal  Bectioas,  the  difficnlties  attending  the  stady  of  obserratiousof  tl^S 
character  being  obviated  to  a  very  considerable  extent  by  tbe  ioteroo^| 
rection  of  tbe  stations  among  themselves,  and  by  tbe  great  extent  of  tbfl 
regions  over  which  tbe  readings  are  made  BiutaltaQCOOSly.  In  fleld«  flH 
great,  purely  local  conditions  in  part  disappear,  or  alTect  very  little  tlj 
general  resnlL  {d.)  A  chart  of  barometric  pressures  exhibits,  for  pnfl 
poaes  of  reference,  by  linen  of  no  rariatiou,  the  districts  of  territO^H 
over  which  the  barometric  itrcssure  has  increased,  and  those  over  wbldH 
it  ban  diminished,  in  each  averaged  period  of  eight  hours  in  tbo  tweobH 
fonr  hours  terminating  at  tbe  hour  of  the  report.  (Papers  41  to44M 
Tbe  slndy  of  these  charts  requires  that  they  sbonld  be  compared  wltH 
each  other,  and  witb  tbe  antecedent  charts  of  a  similar  cbaraobeTipl^H 
pared  at  the  timcH  of  the  preceding  reporlK.  Tbo  total  of  the  readingH 
of  the  different  instrnments  inscribed  on  each  series  of  charts,  as^^uH 
iting  tbe  elements  of  the  general  meteoric  condition,  reaches  tliej^^^^H 
of  ttro  tbonnand  nine  hundred.  The  diitieii  of  the  preparatioaj^^^^H 
cbartH,  and  of  the  reports  based  apou  them,  have  been  since  tlM^^^^I 
laat  report  undej*  the  immediate  charge  of  Assistant  (7IevelaoS^H^H 
A.  11.:  l-'irRt  Lieat.  U.  U.O.  Dun  woody,  acting  sigual-oOlL-er  andaMiH 
aot;  aud  I'irst  Lieut.  Robert  Craig,  acting  ftignaJ-ufllcer  and  aSHtstait^| 
who  have  been  relieved  and  alternated  in  the  discharge  of  these  aofl 
oUier  special  duties  at  Kurb  times  as  direrted  nndor  the  instructions  ifl 
tbi!  Chiet  Hignal-UBicer.  The  daily  seriea  of  study-charts  are  twelve  ^H 
nnmber;  Ibe  yearly  series,  foar  thonsand  three  hnodied  and  eighlgB 
Tbe  field  which  a  series  couttnuing  for  years  opens  for  iuvestigatioalH 
almost  without  a  limit  Additions  to  tbe  charting  aro  made  aait^| 
found  it  can  bu  improved.  J^t 

The  stalcmcntH  of  synopses  and  probabilities  bavo  been  faratebed  I^M 
tbe  press  iit  regular  hours— 1  o'clock  n.  lu..  10."0  a.  m..  -nnl  7J^0  p.  t^X 
daily,  uDd  under  the  same  rules  as  iu  J.  ■  ■   ,    ■      i^ 

no  failure  in   the  delivei-y  of  any  i.'i  ill 

numtwr  of  sutements  tbos  issued  l<.  i-  I 

•and  and  uinelyllve.    These  have  bi'>  rf  I 

their  isine  to  chi-  principal  cities,  ami  liuvi  !ipjjL;iri'd  m  'iouie  forui  jn 
olmuit  every  junmol  iu  Lbc  Coited  Slatea  The  great  dlffnsioD  ibiie 
givea  tiiis  iutelUgcace  UoA,  of  ootirs^  its  aJraatogea. 
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difficult  to  make  a  comparigon  between  an  eBtablisbment  tbus  conducted 
and  others  in  wbicb  the  work  is  limited  to  certain  bours  of  dayligbt 
alone. 

This  office  is  the  center  to  which  the  daily,  weekly,  nud  monthly  con- 
tributions of  all  other  officers  or  stations  of  the  Signal-IService  scattered 
throughout  the  United  States  tend,  to  be  finally  elaborated  and  made  of 
practical  value.  There  are  here  concentrated,  also,  the  reports  from  the 
six  hundred  and  twenty-six  places  at  which  voluntary  observations  are 
now  made  on  this  continent,  and  from  the  two  hundred  and  seventy-two 
places  whence  simultaneous  reports  are  had  in  foreign  countries. 

Frqjn  this  great  mass  of  data  are  oontinually  elaborated  the  results 
which  appear  in  the  different  issues  and  publications  of  the  office, 
whether  in  the  form  of  forecasts,  telegraphed  to  the  press  throughout 
the  country,  of  charts  distributed  hence,  or  of  the  weekly  and  mohthly 
publications.  No  single  report  of  any  observation  received  at  the  office 
fails  to  receive  attention  and  study. 

The  daily  exchange  of  telegraphic  reports,  had  by  comity  of  exchange 
with  the  chief  meteorological  office  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  has 
be^i  continued.  Meteorological  reports  furnished  according  to  the 
forma  of  this  office  have  been  received  tri-daily  from  sixteen  stations 
within  the  Dominion,  and  warnings  have  been  regularly  sent  from  this 
office  to  the  central  office  at  Toronto  to  enable  signals  to  be  displayed  at 
the  ports  of  the  Dominion  at  times  of  threatened  danger. .  The  relations 
maintained  between  the  two  services  continue  to  be  of  benefit  to  both. 

The  series  of  daily  telegraphic  reports  from  stations  in  the  West  Indies 
extending  from  CuIxa,  by  tfamalca,  to  Barbadoes  and  the  Windward 
Islands,  referred  to  in  previous  reports,  has,  in  view  of  the  small  amount 
of  appropriation  available,  been  suspended.  While  the  defective  work- 
ing of  the  telegraphic  cable  often  impaired  the  value  of  these  reports  by 
delay,  and  it  was  difficult  to  secure  the  services  of  skilled  observers, 
they  were  at  times  of  importance  for  the  pre-announcement  of  cyclones 
approaching  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  threatening  the  coasts  of  the  United 
States. 

The  plan  of  the  location  of  the  different  stations  of  observation  was 
referred  to  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Ohief  Signal-Officer  as  fol- 
lows: 

*'It  has  been  so  arranged  that  each  station  might,  from  its  point  of 
observation,  give  nottoe  of  meteoric  chanees  and  warn  against  unusual 
disturbances  for  its  particular  section,  wbue  all  should  be  so  placed,  as 
in  a  series  of  lines,  and  in  such  relations  each  to  the  other,  that  the 
reports  of  any  one  and  the  contiguous  stations  received  at  the  other 
stations  as  thev  pass  by  telegraph  toward  the  office  of  the  Ohief  Signal- 
Officer  may  of  themselves  give  notice  of  marked  meteoric  changes. 
The  rei)orts  of  all,  concentrated,  charted,  and  studied  at  this  office,  are 
intended  to  enable  the  extent,  movement,  and  course  of  the  disturbance 
to  be  observed  and  defined  from  report  to  report,  and  to  permit  warnings 
to  be  issued  by  publications  or  by  signals  at  any  time  for  the  benefit  of 
all. 

*<  The  eastern  line  of  observation,  attempted  to  be  maintained,  reaches 
from  the  stations  far  southward  and  eastward,  at  Barbadoes  and  the 
Windward  Islands,  through  the  West  India  Islands,  and  along  the  At- 
lantio  coasts  to  the  northeast,  at  Father  Point  and  Halifax. 

*'  The  southern  line,  joining  that  of  the  east  at  Key  West,  extends 
along  the  southern  coasts  of  the  United  States  bordering  the  Quif  ot 
Mexico  to  the  mouth  of  the  Bio  Grande  and  the  Mexican  frontier.  Be- 
tween this  point  and  the  southern  port  of  San  Diego  upon  the  Pacific 
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dispUiynd,  nv  within  tlie  radius  of  odo  Iimidrod  mileR  of  tbese  poioiA,  d 
Kot  forth  ill  tlic  rules  of  tUc  oRlco.  In  the  oases  reported  as  failnnxt  of 
jafttiflcatton  following  (be  display,  tlie  viuds  did  not  attain,  n-jtbiu  that 
radiDB,  a  violeuce  beld  to  .justify  tbo  waruisfT-  'fbo  signal  ordered  br 
lliia  oBica  in  nlvvuys  caiitioiiaiy  in  its  cbaracter,  Bot  announcing  tbnt  n 
Htorm  will  come,  but  tbat  tbe  indications  are  snfSciently  tbrealening  t(> 
call  lor  cnftion,  botb  as  to  going  to  &ea  and  for  preparation  for  rvngh 
weatber  if  vessels  are  nl)OUt  to  sail.  

It  is  one  of  tbe  most  difbcult  tasks  whicb  falln  to  tbe  ofGce  to  tld 
mine  in  adrance  over  wbat  ports  to  be  selected,  to  tbe  exclusiMiJI 
otliers,  an  observed  storm-area  will  pass,  and  in  sucb  manner  n»  toW 
accompanied  at  tbese  porta  witU  a  given  wind-velocity.  Within  t 
nanie  area  tbe  winds  difler  in  force  at  different  points.  There  is  t 
danger  that  trarnings  unnecessarily  given  may  delay  tbe  mnreinenw| 
shipping.  A  heavy  responsibility  is  incurred  If  the  waniingsaren 
given  nbeu  they  ought  to  be.  Time,  increasing  esiierience,  and  inci 
ing  fncilities  "ffill  permit  greater  accuracy. 

There  will  bo  bigbor  sncoess  as  tbe  data  of  tbe  ofHco  becoBM  f 
enough  to  enable  it  to  l>e  judged  wbat  local  wind-velocitiefl  are  h»  be^ 
]H>cted  to  follow  the  dilFerent  meteorological  indications  in  the  differ 
districts  nt  tbe  dilFerent  seasons.  Tbe  experience  of  tbe  few  years  p 
Kives  Bs^iurauce  of  progress. 

U  baa  been  attempted  to  determine  definitely  and  to  tbe  satbifac 
iif  (bo  oOico  what  benefits  to  shipping bave  followed  tbe  display  of  9- 
nab"  ordered  by  it.  The  reports  of  the  observers  at  stations  give  J 
Ktances  in  wbicb  vessels  bave  remained  in  port  in  recngnitioa  of  P 
w.-imings  given  in  advance  of  storms.  In  these  coses  danger  i ' 
avoided.  A  series  of  tables  of  disasters  to  sbippiug,  compiled  ft 
uumlwr  of  years  past,  have  seemed  to  show  that  tbo  annual  avei«Kea 
diHasters  occurring  at  or  near  points  at  which  cautionar>' sigoaUhaT 
U-L-n  displayed  has  been  lessened  by  a  considerable  percentaiie  for  ( 
ypiir*  during  wbicli  that  display  bus  been  had.  As  to  tbe  faotC' 
Kiiruings  can  be  given  with  rciisouable  accuracy  there  can  be  no  qvi 
t  ion. 

The  plan  of  exhibiting  as  widely  an  possible,  in  tbe  ngricnltnral  i 
tricts  throughout  the  (Jutted  Statex,  tbe  results  of  tbo  daily  ofBcefltaj^ 
in  the  form  of  printed  forecasts  for  tbe  benellt  of  tbe  ngiicoltaral  p 
tations  Iia»  been  continued  iti  oiieration.  Tbe  olTort  to  cover  mi  videH 
extent  nf  territory  hits  miidu  the  labor  great.  Tbe  continuaure  of  the 
woric  bn.s  ACcmcd  to  bu  warranted  by  the  favor  with  which  it  iina  Imm 
rereivetl.  It  baa  been  considered  due  to  tbe  farming  p<^>jiuIatioDs  that 
they  nhould  bare  an  opportunity  lo  profit  by  whatever  iuformntioa  ooi  *  * 
Iw  given  them.  With  tbe  active  co^{)entUon  of  the  I'ost-OGQoe  I 
putment,wlth  which  there  is  an  arrangement  for  tbis  ]inr|)ose,  itstT 
itand  nine  hundred  »Dd  twenty-seven  printed  farmers^  bulletins,  on  wL 
have  appeared  daily  the  reiKtrts  of  this  office,  have  been  distrfbntM  • 
displayed  in  frames  daily  at  ns  many  differoiit  |>o8tofDce8  in  diffM 
ciUea, rillnfc^H,  and  hamlets  iti  diftvrout  Stateft.  There  are  mimeronsii 
especial  renneRts  to  incrcnso  this  number.  At  1  oVIock  n.  m.  of  a 
tiny  the  midnight  report  of  the  office  for  tbe  enKoIng  dny  has  been  I. 
(TTopbed  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  Ifild,  to  twenty  centers  of  ^ 
tribntlon,  locatetl  in  the  following-named  cities:  Albany,  N.  Y.;  Aagi 
Ha.;  Bangor,  Ma;  Bofitou.  MaiM.;  BnfTalo,  N.  V.;  lEuiHugton, 
Chicago,  111.;  Clneiunati,  Ohio;  I>etrolt,  Mich.;  Leavenworth,  J 
Loganstwrt,  Ind.;  Memphis, Tenn.;  Monlgomeryt  Al».;  Na8hvllte,Tieiil 
NewOrlejins,  La.j  New  York, N.Y.;  Pitt-tbnrgh,  I'fl-;  Pbilfldelpllt^F 
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Springfield,  Mass.;  Saiut  Louis,  Mo.  They  are  also  issued  at  Wasbiuji^- 
tou,  D*  C.  These  centers  have  been  carefully  chosen  as  in  the  midst  of 
the  denser  agricultural  populations  of  the  United  States,  and  at  points 
whence  the  facilities  of  communication  would  enable  the  surrounding 
districts  to  bo  most  rapidly  supplied. 

The  telegraphic  report  of  forecast  received  at  a  center  of  distribution 
is  at  once  printecl  by  enlisted  men  of  the  Signal-Service  on  bulletin 
forms  provided  lor  that  puri)ose.  These  are  enveloped  as  rapidly  as 
printed,  addressed  to  each  designated  post-office  within  the  district  to 
bo  supplied,  and  which  can  be  reached  by  the  swiftest  conveyance  by 
the  hour  of  2  p.  m.  of  the  date,  and  are  then  placed  in  charge  of  the 
PostrOfiice  Department,  under  an  arrangement  by  which  each  postmas- 
ter receiving  a  bulletin  has  the  order  of  the  Postmaster-General  to  dis- 
play it  instantly  in  a  frame,  furnished  by  this  office  for  that  purpose,  and 
reports,  in  writing,  the  fact  and  time  of  its  receipt  and  of  its  display  to 
the  Chief  Signal-Officer. 

The  bulletins  have  reached  the  different  offices,  and  have  been  dis- 
played in  each  of  the  frames  at  the  average  hour  of  11  a.  m.,  averaging 
thus  ten  hoiirs  from  the  time  the  report  has  left  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Signal-Officer  until  it  has  appeared  bulletined  in  the  midst  of  the  farm- 
ing populations,  and  accessible  to  them  in  the  distant  parte  of  the 
country. 

The  information  given  on  these  bulletins  has  a  value.  Facts  relating  to 
the  cUmatology  of  the  different  sections  are  condensed  into  brief  notes, 
which  are  published  with  the  reports.  For  instance,  each  bulletin  now 
announces  for  the  geographical  district  in  which  it  is  displayed,  and, 
in  addition  to  the  forecast,  what  winds,  in  each  month,  have  been  found 
most  likely,  and  what  least  likely,  to  bo  followed  by  rain.  This  simple 
foot-note  will  have  its  effect  in  increasing  the  gains  and  redudug  the 
losses  of  harvesting.  (Paper  26.)  These  bulletins  will  improve  for  the 
uses  for  which  they  are  intended,  as  the  exi>erience  of  the  office  permits 
the  information  they  exhibit  to  be  supplemented  with  further  data  and 
other  rules.  With  each  year  the  popular  knowledge  of  the  uses  of  the 
bulletin  and  some  increased  interest  in  and  study  of  meteorology  renders 
the  farming  communities  better  able  to  judge  of  its  correctness  and  to 
benefit  by  its  contents.  It  is  contemplated,  as  the  work  of  the  office 
progresses,  to  add  to  the  bulletin  such  brief  instructions  as  may  be  de- 
veloped in  regard  to  its  uses  in  connection  with  such  local  instruments 
as  may  be  had  for  local  use.  Beferencc  has  been  made  in  preceding  re- 
|)orts  to  the  economy  of  this  work.  Careful  estimates  have  shown  that 
if  the  total  cost  for  each  bulletin  station  at  which  the  bulletin  is  dis- 
played at  each  different  post-office,  hamlet,  village,  or  city  were  com- 
puted to  be  twenty-seven  cents  per  day.  the  sum  so  resulting  woultl 
meet  all  the  exiienses  caused  by  the  SigualService.  A  little  saving  of 
any  one  crop  or  gain  to  any  interest  unide  on  any  one  day  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  each  station,  supiK>siug  nothing  to  be  saved  on  any  other  day  of 
the  year,  would  more  than  counterbalance  this  expenditure. 

The  river-reports  of  the  office,  giving  the  changing  depths  of  the 
water  in  the  river-channels  of  the  great  rivers  of  the  interior,  and  notices 
of  expected  rises  or  falls  of  the  river-levels,  for  the  benefit  of  river  com- 
merce and  of  the  population  in  the  vicinity,  have  been  regularly  made, 
telegraphed,  bulletined  in  frames,  and  published  also  by  the  press  at  the 
different  river  ports  and  cities.  Especial  reports  have  been  made  before 
and  at  the  times  of  rises  threatening  to  cause  dangerous  freshets. 

A  circular  issued  on  March  15, 1875,  showing  the  range  between  high 
and  low  water  marks  on  the  western  rivers,  and  the  height  at  which 
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the  rises  Iwcome  ilangerous  along  their  baDks,  is  bvUeved  to  Uat^ 
tbefirst  systematic  attempt  to  oatu-blish  a  "dauRer-lino"  on  these  rin 
Tbifi  circiUnr  was  prepared  irom  data  collecteil  :it  this  office,  and  n 
given,  hy  uniiT  of  the  SetTctiiry  of  War,  iiTrido  oircolation,  through  t  , 
press  and  ulhorwise.  The  uses  of  the  Information  thus  piihlisbiMl  baV^ 
been  ithowii  upim  thu  occum^nec  of  tho  rivcrilooili* ;  a  ri'fcronce  tb€" 
had  to  the  eireular,  in  ronnoction  with  the  daily  reports,  eiiablinf;  tboi 
interested  to  judge  of  the  limits  of  tho  rises  to  ho  espccttd  at  the  c""" 
eot  plaecs  ui>ou  tho  rirer-banks,  nud  of  the  consequences  to  be  a 
pateu. 

Tho  datii  had  at  this  oOtco  from  stations  making  riror-reports,  UioaB 
scanty  as  compared  with  those  to  bo  desired,  permit  a  foreknowlcdsefl 
changes  likely  to  hapi^u,  and  enable  useful  wamiugs  to  be  given  r 
coming  floods,  ice-floods,  or  sudden  and  great  rises  of  tho  rivcrlereL 
The  daily  reports  are  useful  at  times  of  low  n'ater;  theitiformatioti  tbfl 
givo  permitting  river-sbipping  to  be  moved  with  int^^lllgeut  foreknow 
edge  of  the  probable  depths  of  water  at  dlflcrent  i>oiut8  upon  tho  rivei' 
courec.  These  reports  are  especially  useful  to  tboso  for  wbom  they  » 
intended,  as  having  an  official  character. 

The  miiDuer  in  which  the  reports  cootiuue  to  he  received  by  tbo  com- 
mnuitics  especially  concerned,  aud  the  official  requests  of  boitrdfl  of 
trade  aud  others  eut;aged  in  river  commerce  for  tho  increase  of  the  QQm- 
her  of  them,  have  given  cvideuce  of  their  usefulness. 

In  iustuucex  attracting  atteutiou,  the  notice  of  the  probable  beigbt 
floods  anticipated  or  passiag  wonid  attain,  have  been  tbilowcd  hy  tn«p| 
rations  made  upon  the  levees  to  gnanl  against  danger.  A  brief  axJU 
nation  of  the  charts  of  changes  of  the  river-levels  aceompanyiDg  t 
aud  precediuK  reports,  (Papers  47  to  55,)  show  that  tb«  river-risM  ^ 
occur  at  the  uifl'ejeut  localities  can  be  judged  of  frequently  aa  to 
time  at  which  they  will  occur,  and  their  eiteot  by  the  conditiotw  e»i« 
ing  at  points  sometimes  fur  distant.  Accumulating  data  permit  iitadli 
of  this  kind  to  bo  valuable. 

In  connection  with  those  studies  the  examination  of  the  daily  ww    ., 

cbartB,  exhibiting  places  at  which  precipitation  has  occurred,  or  is  likd.^ 

to  occur,  and  the  amount  of  precipitation,  had  with  the  study  of  tba 
charts  of  the  river-basins,  which  enable  it  to  Im;  determined  what  liren 
will  be  afleeted  by  precipitiition,  arc  found  to  be  of  value  iu  fomla" 
correct  prognostications.  This  sobjcct  was  referred  to  in  the  last  a 
report. 

The  Chief  Signal-Officer  is  couttrmed  in  the  opinion  before  ospr* 
that,  with  a  pro|>cr  study  of  the  river  floods,  and  with  stations  prop) 
phiced,  reporting  at  times  of  especial  danger.  It  can  bo  made  a' 
impossible  for  n  tloud  to  follow  a  rirercoorso  without  uutico  given  | 
advance  of  its  cnmiug  ut  the  localities  threatened.    Daily  huUeti 
river-reports  have  been  regularly  displayed  during  tbo  year,  attteH'^ 
lowing  named  stations:  Cairo,  III. ;  Cinciunatt,Ohi');  UavcnpC 
Dnbnque,  iown;  Keokuk,  Iowa;  LaOrosse,  Wis. ;  lieaveuwort 
Loaisvitle,  Kv. ;  Meffiphts,Tcnu,;  HasbvUle,Tcun.;  Now  Oritt 
>'ow  York,  N.  y.;  Omaha,  Nehr.;  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  8avan 
Sbrevt^ort,  Ln.;  St.  Louis. Mo.;  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  Vlcksburg,! 
Yankton,  t).  T.    Systi-matie  reports  of  ri\'cr  observations,  chfc 
and  elosfly  criticised,  arc  had  dally  by  telegraph  and  we< 
estahlished  fonns,  from  the  stations  al)ovo  named.    Itcports 
daily  obscrvstlous  are  also  bad  from  twenty  four  special  r' 
named  iu  the  record  of  stations,    Forcertahi  monthBoftlicy 
duigee  is  not  uuUcJpated  ttOBX  floodo,  tliew  ce|^0Eto 
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mail.  For  the  months  in  which  floods  more  frequently  happen,  and  at 
any  time  in  any  case  of  special  danger,  the  rei)ort6  are  telegraphed. 
The  observers  arc,  in  effect,  a  river-guard. 

The  daily  reports  of  the  surface  and  bottom  water-tem})eratures  at 
designated  points  upon  the  rivers,  lakes,  and  sea-coasts  have  been  con- 
tinned  during  the  year.  These  reports  are  furnished  at  the  request  of 
Prof.  Spencer  F.  Baird,  United  States  (Tommissioner  of  Fish  and  Fish* 
eries,  the  object  had  in  view  being  to  determine  the  proper  rivers  and 
lakes  in  which  to  place  the  different  varieties  of  food-fishes.  It  is  neces- 
sary, for  this  purpose,  to  ascertain  the  extremes  and  means  of  the  water- 
temperatures  in  the  different  localities.  This  series  of  reports  has  now 
continued  for  four  years. 

The  series  of  reports  being  the  announcement,  from  day  to  day,  of 
such  approaching  changes  of  temperature  as  would  be  likely  to  cause 
the  closing  of  the  canals  by  freezing,  or,  as  in  other  cases,  as  would  open 
them,  were  continued  during  the  days  of  closing  canal  navigation  of 
the  fall  and  winter  of  the  past  year.  (Paper  66  exhibits  the  water- 
routes  of  transportation,  the  subjects  of  these  reports.)  The  commerce 
moving  upon  the  canals,  as  their  closing  draws  near,  is  sometimes  of 
greater  value  than  at  any  other  season.  These  water-routes  are  then 
thronged  with  hundreds  of  laden  barges,  each  of  which  must  move  with 
reference  to  the  danger  of  the  closing  of  the  routes  by  freezing.  The 
market-rates  at  the  great  cities  are  influenced  by  the  probability  that  the 
merchandise  or  grain  thus  afloat  will  reach  or  fail  to  reach  the  points 
for  which  it  is  intended.  These  reports  are  received  with  satisfaction 
by  the  canal  commerce,  and  by  the  commercial  associations  of  cities. 
They  constitute,  for  the  months  of  November,  December  and  January, 
one  of  the  regular  issues  of  the  office.  (Paper  27  exhibits  a  specimen 
of  river,  special  river,  and  canal  reports.) 

The  exhibition  of  symbol  maps,  on  which  the  meteoric  conditions  are 
shown  by  symbols,  at  the  rooms  of  the  boards  of  trade,  chambers  of 
commerce,  and  of  commercial  associations  in  the  municipal  cities,  and 
at  places  of  public  resort,  for  the  benefit  of  shipping  and  other  interests, 
the  display  of  bulletins,  the  distribution  of  weather-maps,  and  the  em- 
ployment of  other  methods  for  rapidly  difiusins  for  public  use  the  infor- 
mation had  at  this  office,  have  been  continued  during  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1876.  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  discontinue,  since  that 
date,  the  issue  of  maps  at  several  prominent  stations. 

The  form  of  the  bulletins  published  for  the  use  of  farmers,  of  those 
issued  for  the  uses  of  i^eamen,  for  the  river-reports,  for  the  canal-reports, 
and  for  the  other  varied  interests  which  the  information  borne  upon 
them  is  intended  to  benefit,  change  gradually  with  increasing  knowledge 
and  facilities.  Each  form  has,  however,  its  object.  The  issue  of  bulle- 
tins is  closely  scrutinized  for  every  station,  and  is  reduced  to  the  smallest 
number  which  can  be  wisely  used. 

The  regular  printed  publications  of  the  office  have  been  issued,  as  in 
the  preceding  year.  Copies  of  these  papers,  the  office  Weekly  Weather 
Chronicle  and  the  office  Monthly  Weather  Beview,  sufficiently  illustrate 
their  character.    (Papers  24  and  25.) 

The  scope  of  the  Beview  has  become  extensive  with  the  increase  of 
the  number  of  reports  received,  all  of  which  are  valuable  for  reference, 
and  a  study  of  which  enters  necessarily  into  the  study  for  the  prepara- 
tion for  each  Beview. 

The  collection  of  materials  for  this  paper  permits  also  the  study  of 
especial  storms,  descriptions  of,  or  facts  relating  to,  which  are  given  in 
the  local  journals  of  the  regions  over  which  they  pass,  or  in  the  shipping- 
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uews  couimuuicatcd  by  vessels  encoanterin^  Ibec^  a.r  teio.    TV 
charts,  wliicU  accoiDjtany  each  issue  of  the  Series,  f Th . '. j^  iir 
madB  of  meterological  data.    Each  of  these  charu  isk.  tc  M^ae  •: 
ttie  reductiou  of  data  first  chronicled  on  ninety  sepasaie  ^^r^*- 
for  the  mouth.    It  will  be  readily  understood  bow  sd^  i^ 
reduction  simx^li^^  the  work  of  generalizadon  for  the  yes 
exempliUes  aliio,  to  some  extent,  the  conaderadoa  of  tbe  zn:aij=^ 
data  before  ineutioned  as  entering  upon  the  files  of  this  o£.c^    ^.- 
circulation  given  this  publication  meets,  in  part,  tht  pof  cil^r  y.-_ 
generalizatious  preimred  by  this  office,  while  the  recci|<%  oi  a  c* 
each  one  of  the  hundreds  of  the  voluntary  observers,  now  its  com^:- 
cuts,  IK  accepted  as,  at  once,  a  sufficient  acknowledgment  of.  az^ 

Emtiation  for,  the  labor  of  making  their  reixirts.    AwsLscacis  A   • 
uuwoody,  and  Craig  have  alternated  in  charge  of  the  prejar^.  - 
these  pai>ers  aud  of  the  charts  which  accompany  them. 

The  preparation  of  the  matter  for  the  publication  of  the  *-  Svl  - 
Probabilities,  aud  Facts,"  commenced  in  1$72,  has  been  ocp^tii^iK-l 

These  volamcH,  issued  in  sequence,  one  for  each  moLtlu  coqu^l  * 
records  of  all  the  tri-daily  telegraphic  reiM>rts  received  at  tbe  5.:: 
from  the  dates  at  which  sach  records  commenced ;  the  tri-dailv  cL. 
based  ui)ou  the  study  of  each  report  on  that  date  issued,  with  a  s-:. 
meut  of  the  ^*  lacts"  or  meteoric  conditions,  which  subseqoens 
have  shown  as  actually  existing  during  the  time  for  which 
was  made.    They  are  useful  for  purposes  of  exchange,  and  bring  i- 
office  in  return  publications  fully  equaling  their  value.    They 
a  meteoric  record  more  full,  perhaps,  than  any  other  now 

It  was  eKliinated  in  the  last  annual  report  that  by  the  pnblicaiio:  - 
this  office,  which  have  been  above  referred  to — by  the  cautxmaiy  ^  . 
iials  displayod  by  day  or  at  night  on  coasts  or  at  ports  in  times  of ; - 
able  dau^^er;  by  the  announcement  of  probable  changes  of  weaiLc:  .. 
the  KyiiopH4'H  and  probabilities  furnished  thrice  daily  to  the  prass;  :. 
fuTuntiH^  bulletins  exhibited  at  so  many  villages  and  hamWff  in  u 
int4;ri()r;  the  river  aud  canal  reiK)rts  made  with  refeienoe  to  river  ai  . 
r.anal  iuUtivMHi  the  bulletins  and  datii  exhibited  at  all  the  great  c*t.< 
and  i^ortK;  the  symbol  maps  displayed  in  boards  of  trade  rooms  a:  . 
riHiniM  of  chambers  of  commerce:  the  Weekly  Chronicle  and  MontL  ^ 
WeutlnT  lU5vicw  furnished  to  agiicnltural  societies,  commercial  asaoc  i 
tions,  and  coiTcspoudouts  of  the  office;   the  daily  weather-mi^is;  ti*: 
monthly  charts,  and.  finally,  the  charts  condensing  the  results  of  jear^ 
of  obM*j  vation — the  information  emanating  from  this  office  was  reeeiv*-: 
in  wiuio  form  daily  at  not  less  than  ooethird  of  all  the  households  of  iL- 
UniUtd  HtatfH.    It  must  be  considered  in  estimating  such  a  distribni.. :: 
that' the  distribution  is  casicHt,  and  the  readiest  modes  of  ooDumuui**- 
tiou  are  found  in  those  districts  which,  most  densely  populated,  oonu  1 
the  greatcHt  number  of  households. 

Tlio  dillcnMit  rej)orts  of  the  office,  of  which  mention  has  thns  bt^n 
made,  haves  \hh*m  favorably  received  in  the  communities  for  which  the  < 
have  boon  furnished,  aud  their  uses  have  been  acknowledged  by  00m 
munications  from  commercial  associations,  and  by  other  official  action. 

'I'he  n'^uhir  dally  publication  of  the  reports  by  the  press,  now  coa 
tinned  for  six  yf^nrs  without  cost  to  the  United  States,  is  considered  a> 
an  evidence;  of  their  usefulness  aud  of  the  favor  with  which  they  arv 
received  by  thc»  communities  for  which  they  are  intended. 

Tlio  oHlco  Ih  in  correHi)ondcnce  in  reference  to  its  duties  with  comm.t 
iA*vH  appointed  for  the  purpose  by  forty-eight  boards  of  trade  and  cham- 
bers of  cnuinK.'rccs  and  ouo  hundred  and  seventeen  agricultural  sodeii^^ 
(ra[)erH  0  and  10,) 
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A  number  of  sets  of  resolutions  officially  adopted  by  the  leadinpr  asso- 
ciations of  this  character  in  the  prominent  cities  of  the  United  States, 
and  which  express  approval  of  the  service,  and  ask  favorable  action  in 
its  behalf,  accompany  this  report.  These  resolutions  were  officially 
submitted  to  Congress  at  its  last  session.    (Paper  30.) 

A  number  of  observations  taken  on  vessels  at  sea  to  complement  the 
synchronous  reports  of  the  service,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Depart- 
ment, have  been  received  upon  the  forms  provided  for  the  purpose. 
Their  utility  is  evident  in  the  study  of  storms  approaching  our  coasts, 
or  which  endanger  vessels  sailing  from  our  ports.  (Paper  13.)  A  sys- 
tematic collection  of  shipping-news,  extracts  from  logs  of  vessels,  notices 
of  storms  at  sea,  or  disasters  caused  by  them,  is  made  for  similar  use. 
The  offices  of  the  Signal-Service  at  the  different  cities  and  ports  of  the 
United  States  and  upon  the  sea-coast,  offer  every  facility  for  the  com- 
parison of  instruments^  the  use  of  data,  or  by  other  modes  in  their 
power,  to  the  vessels  ot  any  nation  which  enter  our  waters  for  commerce 
or  for  shelter. 

Assistant  Cleveland  Abbe  has  prepared  a  final  report,  with  accom- 
panying charts,  of  the  auroral  display  of  April  7, 1874,  which  has  formed 
the  subject  of  previous  papers  by  this  officer.    (Paper  19.) 

Lieut.  H.  H.  0.  Dunwoody,  acting  signal-officer  and  assistant,  has 
prepared  a  paper  exhibiting  some  of  the  results  of  an  examination  of  a 
series  of  meteorological  observations  made  at  high  altitudes.  (Paper 
20.) 

Lieut  Bobert  Craig,  acting  signal-officer  and  assistant,  has  prepared 
a  description,  with  accompanying  charts,  of  the  cyclone  of  September 
16,  1874,  compiled  from  official  reports  and  other  authentic  sources. 
(Paper  21.) 

A  series  of  charts,  showing  the  mean  direction  of  the  movements  of 
areas  of  low  barometer  across  the  continent,  accompanies  this  report. 
(Papers  46^  to  4C>'.)  A  series  of  charts,  accompanying  the  annual  re- 
port of  this  office  for  the  year  1874,  exhibits  the  course  and  number  of 
such  areas  observed  during  the  period  from  ^larch,  1871,  to  July,  1874, 
inclusive.  They  were  compiled  from  the  charts  published  monthly  in 
the  Weather  Review  of  this  office,  and  the  means  were  calculated  for 
ail  areas  approximating  the  same  direction,  irrespective  of  the  sectioo 
of  country  they  traversed. 

The  charts  accompanying  the  present  report  were,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  former  series,  prepared  in  the  map-room  of  the  office  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  Lieut  Henry  Jackson,  acting  signal-officer  and 
assistsftit,  and  show  the*number  and  course  for  each  month  of  all  areas 
that  have  come  within  the  observation  of  this  office,  with  the  mean 
velocities  of  translation,  while  moving  between  the  several  meridians, 
and  the  average  velocities,  from  the  time  of  appearatice  to  disappear- 
ance.  They  were  compiled  directly  from  the  original  maps,  prepared 
tri-daily  in  the  study-room  of  the  office,  and  include  all  storms  observed 
from  March,  1871,  to  December,  1875,  inclusive.  The  examination  of 
the  data  upon  which  the  charts  are  based  has  been  very  carefully  made. 
The  charts  themselves  form  only  apart  of  a  paper,  to  which,  it  is  hoped, 
the  facilities  of  the  office  will  i>ermit  further  publication  to  be  given. 

The  papers  thus  referred  to  exhibit  the  results  of  studies  constantly 
in  progress  in  the  office,  to  utilize  the  data  gathered  on  its  files,  and 
each  of  which  has  reference  to  improvement  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  especially  confided  to  it. 

A  list  of  disasters  upon  the  lakes  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 187G, 
compiled  by  Sergeant  8.  W.  Bhode,  Signal-Service,  United  States  Army, 
in  charge  of  the  Milwaukee  station,  is  c:iven  in  Pnpor  22. 
.S3  Ah 
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uews  commuuicuted  by  vessels  encouuteritg  tbein  at  sea.  The  tkrrie. 
charts,  which  accompany  each  issue  of  the  ISeview,  exhibit  the  nsos 
made  of  meterolo^ical  data.  Each  of  these  charts  is,  to  some  extent, 
the  reduction  of  data  first  chronicled  on  ninety  separate  study-charts 
for  the  month.  It  will  be  readily  understood  how  much  this  monthly 
reduction  simplifies  the  work  of  generalization  for  the  year.  The  review 
exempliQes  also,  to  some  extent,  the  consideration  of  the  great  mass  o! 
data  before  mentioned  as  entering  upon  the  files  of  this  office.  The  wide 
circulation  given  this  publication  meets,  in  part,  the  popular  wish  for 
generalizations  prepared  by  this  office,  while  the  receipt  of  a  copy  by 
each  one  of  the  hundreds  of  the  voluntary  observers,  now  its  corrcspoutl- 
ents,  is  accepted  as,  at  once,  a  sufficient  acknowledgment  of,  and  com- 
pensation for,  the  labor  of  making  their  reports.  Assistants  Abbe. 
Dunwoody,  and  Craig  have  alternated  in  charge  of  the  preparation  of 
these  papers  and  of  the  charts  which  accompany  them. 

The  preparation  of  the  matter  for  the  publication  of  the  '^  Synopses, 
Probabilities,  and  Facts,"  commenced  in  1872,  has  been  continued. 

These  volumes,  issued  in  sequence,  one  for  each  month,  contain  th<r 
records  of  all  the  tri-daily  telegraphic  rei^orts  received  at  the  offlct: 
from  the  dates  at  which  such  records  commenced ;  the  tri-daily  charts 
based  upon  the  study  of  each  report  on  that  date  issued,  with  a  state- 
ment  of  the  '^facts''  or  meteoric  conditions,  which  subsequent  reports 
have  shown  as  actually  existing  during  the  time  for  which  each  forecast 
was  made.  They  are  useful  for  purposes  of  exchange,  and  bring  to  the 
office  in  return  publications  fully  equaling  their  value.  They  constitute 
a  meteoric  record  more  full,  perhaps,  than  any  other  now  issued. 

It  was  estimated  in  the  last  annual  report  that  by  the  publications  of 
this  office,  which  have  been  above  referred  to — ^by  the  cautionary  si;^;- 
nals  displayed  by  day  or  at  night  on  coasts  or  at  ports  in  times  of  prob- 
able danger ;  by  the  announcement  of  probable  changes  of  weather  in 
the  synopses  and  probabilities  furnished  thrice  daily  to  the  press ;  the 
farmers'  bulletins  exhibited  at  so  many  villages  and  hamlets  in  the 
interior ;  the  river  and  canal  reports  made  with  reference  to  river  and 
canal  interests;  the  bulletins  and  data  exhibited  at  all  the  great  cities 
and  ports ;  the  symbol  maps  displayed  in  boards  of  trade  rooms  and 
rooms  of  chambers  of  commerce^  the  Weekly  Chronicle  and  Monthly 
Weather  lleview  furnished  to  agiicultural  societies,  commercial  associa- 
tions, and  correspondents  of  the  office;  the  daily  weather-maps;  the 
monthly  charts,  and^  finally,  the  charts  condensing  the  results  of  years 
of  observation — the  information  emanating  from  this  office  was  received 
in  some  form  daily  at  not  less  than  one-third  of  all  the  households  of  the 
United  States.  It  must  be  considered  in  estimating  such  a  distribution 
that* the  distribution  is  easiest,  and  the  readiest  modes  of  communica- 
tion are  found  in  those  districts  which,  most  densely  populated,  contain 
the  greatest  number  of  households. 

The  different  reports  of  the  office,  of  which  mention  has  thus  been 
made,  have  been  &vorably  received  in  the  communities  for  which  they 
have  been  furnished,  and  their  uses  have  been  acknowledged  by  com- 
munications from  commercial  associations,  and  by  other  official  action. 

The  regular  daily  publication  of  the  rei>orts  by  the  press,  now  con- 
tinued for  six  years  without  cost  to  the  United  States,  is  considered  as 
an  evidence  of  their  nsefulness  and  of  the  favor  with  which  they  aru 
received  by  the  communities  for  which  they  are  intended. 

The  office  is  in  correspondence  in  reference  to  its  duties  with  commit- 
tees appointed  for  the  purpose  by  forty-eight  boards  of  trade  and  cham* 
bers  of  commerce,  and  one  hundi*ed  and  seventeen  agriculturnl  societies. 
(Papers  0  and  10.) 
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A  namber  of  sets  of  resolntions  officially  adopted  by  tbe  leadiupr  asso- 
ciations of  this  character  in  the  prominent  cities  of  the  United  States, 
and  which  express  approval  of  the  service,  and  ask  favorable  action  in 
its  behalf,  accompany  this  report.  These  resolutions  were  officially 
submitted  to  Congress  at  its  last  session.    (Pajier  30.) 

A  number  of  observations  taken  on  vessels  at  sea  to  complement  the 
synchronous  reports  of  the  service,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Depart- 
ment, have  been  received  upon  the  forms  provided  for  the  purpose. 
Their  utility  is  evident  in  the  study  of  storms  approaching  our  coasts, 
or  which  endanger  vessels  sailing  from  our  ports.  (Paper  13.)  A  sys- 
tematic collection  of  shipping-news,  extracts  from  logs  of  vessels,  notices 
of  storms  at  sea,  or  disasters  caused  by  them,  is  made  for  similar  use. 
The  offices  of  the  Signal-Service  at  the  different  cities  and  ports  of  the 
United  States  and  upon  the  sea-coast,  offer  every  facility  for  the  com- 
parison of  instruments^  the  use  of  data,  or  by  other  modes  in  their 
power,  to  the  vessels  oi  any  nation  which  enter  our  waters  for  commerce 
or  for  shelter. 

Assistant  Cleveland  Abbe  has  prepared  a  final  report,  with  accom- 
panying charts,  of  the  auroral  display  of  April  7, 1874,  which  has  formed 
the  subject  of  previous  papers  by  this  officer.    (Paper  19.) 

Lieut.  H.  H.  C.  Dunwoody,  acting  signal-officer  and  assistant,  has 
prepared  a  paper  exhibiting  some  of  the  results  of  an  examination  of  a 
series  of  meteorological  observations  made  at  high  altitudes.  (Paper 
20.) 

Lieut  Robert  Craig,  acting  signal-officer  and  assistant,  has  prepared 
a  description,  with  accompanying  charts,  of  the  cyclone  of  September 
16,  1874,  compiled  from  official  reports  and  other  authentic  sources. 
(Paper  21.) 

A  series  of  charts,  showing  the  mean  direction  of  the  movements  of 
areas  of  low  barometer  across  the  continent,  accompanies  this  report. 
(Papers  40^  to  46^'.)  A  series  of  charts,  accompanying  the  annual  re- 
port of  this  office  for  the  year  1874,  exhibits  the  course  and  number  of 
such  areas  observed  during  the  period  from  Slarch,  1871,  to  July,  1874, 
inclusive.  They  were  compiled  fh>m  the  charts  published  monthly  iu 
the  Weather  Review  of  this  office,  and  the  means  were  calculated  for 
all  areas  approximating  the  same  direction,  irrespective  of  the  sectioo 
of  country  they  traversed. 

The  charts  accompanying  the  present  report  were,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  former  series,  prepared  in  the  map-room  of  the  office  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  Lieut  Heniv  Jackson,  acting  signal-officer  and 
assist^t,  and  show  the^number  and  course  for  each  month  of  all  areas 
that  have  come  within  the  observation  of  this  office,  with  the  mean 
velocities  of  translation,  while  moving  between  the  several  meridians, 
and  the  average  velocities,  firom  the  time  of  appearatice  to  disappear- 
ance.  They  were  compilea  directly  from  the  original  maps,  prepared 
tri-daily  in  the  study-room  of  the  office,  and  include  all  storms  observed 
from  March,  1871,  to  December,  1875,  inclusive.  The  examination  of 
the  data  upon  which  the  charts  are  based  has  been  very  carefully  made. 
The  charts  themselves  form  only  apart  of  a  paper,  to  which,  it  is  hoped, 
the  facQities  of  the  office  will  i>ermit  further  publication  to  be  given. 

The  papers  thus  referred  to  exhibit  the  results  of  studies  constantly 
in  progress  in  the  office,  to  utilize  the  data  gathered  on  its  files,  ana 
each  of  which  has  reference  to  improvement  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  especially  confided  to  it. 

A  list  of  disasters  upon  the  lakes  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876, 
compiled  by  Sergeant  8.  W.  Rhode,  Signal-Service,  United  States  Army. 
in  charge  of  the  Milwaukee  station,  is  c:iven  in  Pnpor  22. 
33  Ab 
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Paper  8  contains  the  names  of  places  from  which  reqaests  have  been 
received  for  the  establishment  of  signal-stations,  but  at  which  stations 
bad  not  been  established  Jane  30, 1876. 

In  the  instrument-room  of  the  office,  four  houdred  and  forty  meteor- 
ological instrnmonts  have  been  carefoUy  compared  with  the  official 
standards  daring  the  year,  and  five  hundred  and  forty  have  been  issued 
during  the  same  period.  A  model  atmograph,  an  anemograph,  and  an 
illostrated  meteoric  globe  have  been  added  to  the  self-registering  in- 
struments of  office  manufacture,  and  are  tindergoiiig  the  cnstomaiy 
tests.  Several  additions  have  been  made  to  the  collection  of  self-regis- 
tering instruments  of  foreign  manufiaoture. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
under  date  of  March  .25, 1875,  First  Lieut.  F.  0.  Gragan,  Second  Oav- 
airy,  and  acting  signal-officer,  on  duty  at  this  office,  was,  on  Novem- 
ber 20, 1875,  assigned  to  the  duty  of  collecting,  arranging,  and  display- 
ing at  the  International  Exhibition  of  1876,  sabject  to  the  direction  of 
the  chairman  of  the  board  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  ExecntiTe 
Departments,  such  stores,  materials,  and  articles  pertaining  to  the  Sig- 
nal-Service as  might  be  designated  by  the  Chief  Signal-Officer  to  he 
placed  on  exhibition. 

This  duty  was  performed  at  this  office  nntil  March  20, 1876,  on  which 
date  Lieutenant  Grngau  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  still  re- 
mains. 

In  addition  to  the  display  of  such  experimental  self-registering  in- 
struments as  have  been  adopted  for  the  use  of  the  Signal-Service  after 
careM  examination,  the  ordinary  station-instrnments  and  a  fuH  set  of 
the  office  publications  have  been  exhibited,  together  with  a  station  in 
practical  operation,  illustrating  the  printing  of  maps  and  farmers'  bal- 
letins,  the  issuing  and  posting  report  bulletins,  receiving  and  transmit- 
ting reports  by  telegraph,  and  such  other  dnties  as  are  nsual  at  a  sta- 
tion of  observation.  In  military  signaling,  the  display  has  consisted  in 
the  regulation  equipments  and  supplies  for  day  and  nights  signals,  the 
heliograph,  a  field-telegraph  train,  fully  equipped,  and  a  field-telegraph 
line  in  operation.  Graphic  meteorological  charts  charted  at  thia  office 
and  transmitted  in  the  lines  of  the  charting  by  telegraph  to  Philadel- 
phia were  used  for  the  first  time  of  which  there  is  kfiown  record  at  this 
exhibition.  These  charts  formed  the  basis  of  daily  weather-maps  there 
issued.  A  smaller  map  based  upon  the  same  work  appeared  in  a  news- 
paper-«-the  New  York  Herald — printed  on  the  grounds. 

The  regular  telegraphic  weather-reports  have  been  received  daring 
the  year  over  the  wires  of  the  Western  Union,  Northwestern,  and  Inter* 
national  Telegraph  Companies.  Seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-one  cipher-words  of  weather-reports  have  been 
received  at,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thousand  one  handred 
and  sixty-four  sent  from,  this  office  during  the  year.  Four  thousand 
four  handred  and  fifty-six  telegraphic  messages,  other  than  weather-re- 
portSt  were  received,  and  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty  one 
sent  in  the  same  period.  There  have  also  been  received  twenly-flve 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixteen  cipher-words  of  special  river^reports. 
The  plans  of  working-forms  of  telegraphic  circuits,  and  the  rapidity  of 
telegraphic  work  so  assured  to  the  service,  has  been  sufficiently  referred 
tx>  in  preceding  reports. 

The  average  time  elapsing  from  the  time  at  which  the  readings  of 
the  instruments  have  been  had  at  the  stations  to  that  at  which  the  re- 
ports based  on  these  readings  have  been  telegraphed  to  the  press  and 
to  the  distributing-stations  has  been  one  boor  and  forty  minntes. 
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It  is  considered  with  some  satisfaction,  as  one  of  the  consequences 
resulting  from  the  organization  of  this  office,  that,  by  the  uses  of  its 
ciphers,  improved  with  the  experience  of  years,  the  facility  with  which 
const&nt  practice  has  rendered  practicable  the  telegraphic  work  neces- 
sary for  its  reports,  and  the  understandings  arrived  at  with  telegraphic 
companies,  the  annaal  cost  of  its  telegraphic  commnnications  has  been 
reduced  by  many  thousands  ot  dollars. 

The  sea-coast  service  of  the  Signal-Service,  in  connection  with  the 
life-saving  service,  has  been  before  referred  to  in  this  report.  At  the 
date  of  the  last  annaal  report  telegraphic  lines  on  the  sea-coast  itself, 
and  reaching  from  Sandy  Hook  to  Oape  May,  and  from  Norfolk  to  Gape 
Hatteras,  were  in  operation.  The  extension  of  the  sea-coast  line  from 
Gape  Hatteras  via  Wilmington,  N.  O.,  to  Smithville,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Cape  Fear  Biver,  was  completed  March  14, 1870.  The  total  length 
of  the  sea-coast  lines  constructed  by  this  office  became  thns  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  miles.  The  coast-lines  are  connected  with  the 
office  by  leased  wires  from  Gape  May  and  Norfolk. 

The  act  of  Googress  reqnring  this  service  contemplates  the  establish- 
ment of  signal-stations  at  life-saving  stations  and  light-houses  at  points 
along  the  coast  in  such  manner  that  the  coast  and  sea  in  their  vicinity 
may  be  at  once  kept  under  observation,  warning  of  approaching  storms 
be  given  to  vessels  within  signal-distance,  and  information  of  disasters 
and  other  incidents  occurring  be  rapidly  conveyed  to  the  chain  of  life- 
saving  stations,  to  lighthouses,  ports  from  which  aid  may  come  in  case 
of  need,  and  to  the  central  office.  The  enlisted  men  stationed  at  these 
stations  have  been  taught  to  take  and  report  meteorological  observa- 
tions, and,  as  signal-men,  are  practiced  in  both  the  Army  and  Navy 
codeSy  in  the  use  of  semaphores,  and  that  code  of  permanent  ilag-signals 
known  as  the  international  code,  to  enable  them  to  communicate  with 
vessels  of  any  nationality.  The  service  has  proven  its  usefulness  in  the 
case  of  a  number  of  disasters  to  shipping.  Its  uses  for  meteorological 
purposes  are  before  referred  to.  In  the  cases  of  saving  at  the  times  of 
disasters,  it  is  believed  that  the  values  saved  have  been  greater  than  the 
whole  cost  of  the  lines. 

The  sea-coast-service  stations  in  operation  at  different  dates  have 
oeen  at  Sandy  Hook,  Long  Branch,  Squan  Beach,  Barncgat,  Atlantic 
Gity,  Peck's  Beach,  and  Gape  May,  N.  J. ;  Norfolk  and  Gape  Henry, 
Va.5  Kittyhawk.  Cape  Hatteras,  Gape  Lookout,  Portsmouth,  New  River, 
Wilmington,  and  Smithville,  N.  G.  Of  these,  Sandy  Hook,  Bamegat, 
Atlantic  Gity,  Gape  May,  Norfolk,  Gape  Henry,  Kityhawk,  and  Gape 
Hatteras  have  been  in  continuous  operation. 

The  constant  changes  occurring  in  the  widths  of  the  numerous  inlets, 
across  which  the  line  npon  the  coast  is  carried  by  cables  between  Gape 
Hatteras  and  Wilmington,  the  destruction  of  portions  of  the  lines  and 
changes  in  the  coast  itself,  caused  by  storms,  have  frequently  inter- 
rupt^ communication  south  of  Gape  Hatteras.  The  force  and  the 
appropriations  available  have  not  permitted  extensive  repairs.  It  is 
hoped  the  appropriations  for  the  ensuing  year  will  permit  the  cables  to 
be  lengthened  in  this  section,  portions  of  the  line  to  be  reerccted,  and 
the  line  itself  maintained  in  good  condition. 

The  Chief  Signal-Officer  does  not  feel  called  upon  to  refer  at  length 
to  the  importance  of  a  service  of  this  character  on  the  sea-coasts.  Th 
reasons  for  its  maintenance  and  the  benefits  to  be  expected  from  it  are 
manifest.  The  commerce  which  approaches  a  coast  on  which  such  a 
service  exists,  properly  conducted,  is  spared  disasters,  in  comparison 
.  with  the  cost  of  which  the  cost  of  the  service  is  litUe, 
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The  total  force  employed  upon  the  coast  has  averaged  thirty-five 
enlisted  men. 

In  pursuance  of  the  acts  of  Congress  authorizing  the  construction 
and  maintenance  of  telegraphic  lines  in  the  interior  and  upon  the  fbont- 
ier,  connecting  military  posts,  and  for  the  protection  of  jthe  ponplations 
from  Indian  and  other  depredations,  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the 
Signal-Service  have  been  continued  upon  these  duties.  The  lines  in  An* 
zona,  New  Mexico,  and  upon  the  Texan  frontier  are  nearly  completed. 
The  work  of  construction  has  been  in  part  done  by  wortdng  parties  fur- 
nished by  the  active  co-operation  of  department  commanders.  A  total 
length  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-two  miles  of  line  has 
been  erected,  and  is  now  operated  and  maint^ed  in  the  care  of  officers 
and  enlisted  men  of  the  Signal-Service.  The  enlisted  men  at  each  tde- 
graphic  station  are  instructed  in  the  manner  of  making  and  reporting 
meteorological  observations.  A  telegraphic  simultaneous  report  is 
required  daily  from  each  observer.  The  stations  are  thus  at  once  observ- 
ing-stations  of  the  Signal-Service  and  stations  for  any  necessary  tele- 
graphic communication.  The  whole  of  the  reports  form  a  valuable 
part  of  the  system  of  reports  daily  discussed  at  this  office.  The  saving 
of  the  cost  of  these  imports  and  the  sums  received  for  messages  make 
the  lines  in  part  self-supporting.  Aside  from  the  benefits  resulting 
from  .the  connection  of  military  posts  and  the  incidental  protections 
the  stia>tions  at  frontier  villi^es  upon  the  lines  give  the  count^  through 
which  they  pass,  thus  aiding  its  development,  the  meterological  inform- 
ation such  lines  make  available,  and  which  could  be  had  in  no  other 
way,  already  develops  its  uses.  The  existence  of  the  lines  in  the  inte- 
rior of  Texas  permit  warnings  to  be  exhibited  on  the  Texan  coast,  and 
a  knowledge  of  atmospheric  conditions  over  that  State  before  impossible. 

The  regular  daily  receipt  of  these  reports  at  this  office  answers  the 
purpose  of  a  daily  roll-call  of  the  stations,  assuring  that  the  stations 
were  in  readiness  and  the  lines  are  in  working  order.  The  average 
time  elapsing  from  that  at  which  the  instrumental  readings  are  ordered 
to  be  made  at  the  thirty-five  stations  upon  these  remote  lines  and  that 
at  which  they  are  received,  reported  at  this  office,  has  been  one  hour 
and  ten  minutes. 

The  uses  of  theline  of  telegraphic  stations  in  Northern  Texas,  Arizona, 
and  New  Mexico  have  been  before  referred  to. 

The  subject  of  the  construction  of  these  lines  has  been  mentioned  in 
preceding  reports.  For  the  purposes  of  description  the  lines  are  divided 
into  three  divisions,  those  of  Texas,  Arizona,  and  New  Mexico.  Work 
upon  the  lines  in  the  Texan  division  was  completed  May  17, 1876,  on 
which  date  the  last  working-party  reached  San  Antonio.  Lieut.  A. 
W.  Greely,  acting  signal-officer,  was,  as  reported  in  the  last  annual 
report,  in  charge  of  the  work  and  of  the  line  until  March  7, 1876,  when, 
having  been  granted  leave  of  absence,  with  permission  to  go  beyond 
the  sea,  he  was  relieved  by  First  Lieut,  (now  Gapt.)  Charles  S.  HeintwB- 
elman,  acting  signal-officer,  who  continued  the  work  to  its  completion. 

Capt.  Charles  S.  Heintzelman,  A.  Q.  M.,  United  States  Army,  was 
relieved  from  duty  in  connection  with  this  office  by  Special  Orders  No. 
140,  paragraph  6,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  A^utant-Generars  Office, 
dated  Washington,  July  24, 1876. 

First  Lieut  James  A.  Buchanan,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  was  assigned 
to  the  charge  of  those  lines  bv  Special  Order  No.  149,  paragraph  5, 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Aujutant-General's  Office,  dated  Washing- 
ton, July  24, 1876,  and  relieved  by  Special  Orders  No.  160,  paragraph 
3,  Headquarters  of  the  Army^  A<]yutant-General's  Office,  dat^d  Wash- . 
ington,  August  6, 1876. 
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First  Lieut.  George  S.  Grimes^  Second  Artillery,  acting  sigual-ofDcer, 
was  assigned  to  the  charge  of  these  liues  by  Special  Orders  No.  160, 
paragraph  3,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office,  dated 
WaeSdngton,  August  5, 1876. 

The  total  length  of  line  completed  at  the  date  of  the  relief  of  Lieuten- 
ant Greely  was  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighteen  and  three- 
fourths  miles,  of  which  there  had  been  constructed  under  his  supervision 
in  eleven  months  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  and  three- 
fourths  miles.  The  total  length  of  line  in  this  division  constructed  un- 
der the  direction  of  this  office  is  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety 
miles. 

The  following-named  stationsi  operated  by  enlisted  men  of  the  Signal- 
Service,  were  in  operation  June  30, 1876 :  San  Antonio,  Boerne,  Brack- 
ettsviUe,  Brownsville,  Oastroville,  Cambridge,  Golorado,  Comfort,  Con- 
cho, Decatur,  Denison,  Eagle  Pass,  Edinburgh,  Fredericksburgh,  Griffin, 
Jacksboro',  Laredo,  Mason,  McEavetty  Pilot  Point,  Bio  Grande,  Fort 
Sill,  Stockton,  and  Uvalde. 

The  commanding  general  of  the  department  and  the  officers  of  the 
different  staff  departments  serving  within  it  have,  in  carrying  out  the 
instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  co-operated  with  the  office  in  the 
construction  of  the  line,  and  have  rendered  material  and  valuable  aid. 
Capt  W.  C.  Beach,  Eleventh  Infantry;  Capt.  Daniel  Hart,  Twenty-fifth 
Infantry :  First  Lieut  D.  B.  Taylor,  Eleventh  Infantry ;  First  Lieut  S. 
H.  Lincoln,  Tenth  Infantry ;  First  Lieut  W.  N.  S^e,  Eleventh  InfiEUitry ; 
First  Lieut  C.  L.  Davi8,Tenth  Infanti^;  Second  Lieut  J.  L.  Kane,  Twenty- 
fourth  Infantry ;  Second  Lieut  J.  B.  Pierce,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry ; 
Second  Lieut  A.  L.  Myer,  Eleventh  Infantry:  Second  Lieut  William 
Paulding,  Tenth  Infantry ;  Second  Lieut  H,  W.  James,  Twenty-fourth 
Infantry,  and  Second  Lieut  F.  F.  Eislingbury,  Eleventh  Infantry,  at 
different  times  commanding  construction  parties  during  the  progress  of 
the  work,  are  commended  in  the  report  of  the  officer  in  charge  for  the 
zeal  and  efficiency  by  which  their  services  and  those  of  their  conunands 
were  characterized*  There  are  now  employed  in  this  division  thirty 
enlisted  men  of  the  Signal-Service. 

The  work  upon  the  Arizona  division  has  remained  as  at  the  date  of 
the  last  annual  report,  in  charge  of  Second  Lieut  Philip  Beade, 
acting  signal-officer.  The  location  of  the  lines  in  this  division,  and  the 
points  proposed  to  be  reached  by  those  then  in  process  of  construction, 
were  referred  to  at  lengtli  in  the  last  annual  report 

Two  construction  parties  have  been  engaged  in  the  completion  of  the 
line  extending  from  Tucson  to  Camp  Apache.  Of  these,  one,  consisting 
of  one  non-commissioned  officer  and  nine  private  soldiers,  in  charge  of 
a  sergeant  of  the  Signal-Service,  commenced  the  construction  at  Camp 
Lowell,  on  July  1, 1875.  The  work  progressed  slowly,  owing  partly  to 
the  fkUure  of  the  contractor  to  deliver  line-supports  promptly^  and 
partly  to  the  fact  that  in  became  necessary  to  await  the  arrival  of  wire 
from*San  Francisco.  The  lino  was  completed  to  Camp  Grant,  a  distance 
of  ninety-two  and  a  half  miles,  on  February  28, 1876.  A  second  con- 
struction party,  consisting  of  a  detail  of  three  non-commissioned  officers 
and  twen^-two  men,  in  charge  of  a  sergeant  of  the  Signal-Service,  com- 
menced construction  at  Camp  Apache,  on  July  27, 1875.  On  November 
2, 1875,  the  line-supports  had  been  erected  for  a  distance  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  between  Camp  Apache,  and  Camp  Grant^  and  seventy 
miles  of  wire  were  upon  the  insulators.  The  appropriation  being  ex- 
hausted, the  work  was  suspended.  The  material  is  now  on  hand,  and  a 
few  days'  work  will  suffice  to  complete  the  line. 
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Tlie  liue  between  San  Diego  and  Fort  Yuma  has  been  repaired  and  is 
reported  to  be  now  in  fair  condition.  East  of  Yuma  and  extending  to 
Prescott  the  whole  of  the  line  has  been  reset.  The  expense  of  this  work 
has  been  in  part  met  by  the  receipts  of  the  line.  This  portion  of  the 
line  in  Arizona  shonld  be  rebuilt  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable.  It 
was  not  constructed  under  the  direction  of  this  olBce.  The  line  from 
Prescott  to  Camp  Verde  has  required  extensive  repairs,  althongh  re- 
cently constructed.  The  lines  in  this  division  connect  stations  at  San 
Diego,  Campo,  Yuma,  Florence,  Camp  Lowell,  Maricopa  Wells,  Phoenix, 
Prescott,  Stanwix,  Tucson,  Camp  Verde,  Wickenburgh,  and  Gamp  Grant, 
at  each  of  which  places  offices  are  in  operation. 

The  commanding  general  of  the  district  of  Arizona  has  rendered  con- 
stant and  valuable  aid  to  the  office  in  its  duties  of  constraction  and  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  lines  within  this  division.  There  are  employed 
in  this  division  twenty-four  enlisted  men  of  the  Signal-Service. 

In  the  New  Mexican  division  a  careful  reconnaissance  of  a  roate 
for  the  proposed  telegraph-line  from  Gamp  Grant,  Ariz.,  to  Santa 
F6f  N.  Mex.,  referred  to  in  the  last  annual  report,  was  completed  by 
Lieutenant  Beade,  acjiing  signal-officer,  on  October  22,  1875.  The 
preparations  for  the  constrnetion  of  the  section  of  line  extending  fh>m 
Santa  F6  to  Fort  Bayard,  a  distance  of  three  hundred  and  ninety-six 
miles,  were  at  once  commenced.  Arrangements  for  the  delivery  of  line- 
supports  and  the  other  necessary  line-material  were  made  without  de- 
lay. The  details  for  construction  parties  were  provided  for.  The  com- 
manding generals  of  the  department  and  of  the  district  co-operateil 
actively  with  this  office,  furnishing  men,  transportation,  and  matcorialY 
without  which  the  work  would  have  been  seriously  delayed.  Three  con- 
struction parties  were  organized  for  the  construction,  simultaneously, 
of  as  many  sections  of  the  line.  Party  No.  1,  in  charge  of  Second  Lieut. 
T.  F.  Davis,  Fifteenth  Infantry,  entered  upon  field-work  upon  section 
one,  extending  from  Santa  F6  to  Las  Lunas,  at  Santa  F6,  December  20, 
1875.  Party  No.  2,  in  charge  of  Second  Lieut.  F.  E.  Phelps,  Eighth 
Oavalry,  entered  upon  field-work  upon  section  number  two,  extending 
from  Las  Lunas  to  Fort  Craig,  at  Las  Lnnas,  on  December  28,  1875. 
Party  No.  3,  in  charge  of  Second  Lieut.  George  II,  Kinzie,  Fifteenth 
Infantry,  entered  upon  field-work  on  section  No.  3,  extending  from  Fort 
Oraig  to  Mesilla,  at  Fort  Craig,  December  13,  1875.  All  of  these 
parties  were  well  equipped.  They  had  been  thoroughly  instructed  at  a 
camp  of  instruction,  organized  by  Lieutenant  Heade  at  Santa  F^  before 
taking  the  field. 

The  section  of  the  line  extending  from  Santa  F6  to  Las  Lunas,  a  dis- 
tance of  ninety-one  miles,  was  completed  February  16, 1876,  and  the 
party  under  Lieutenant  Davis  was  ordered  to  Fort  Bayard  on  that  date. 
The  section  of  the  line  from  Las  Lunas  to  Fort  Craig,  a  distance  of 
eighty-four  miles,  was  completed  on  March  31, 187C.  The  section  of  the 
line  from  Fort  Craig  to  Mesilla,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  eleven 
miles,  was  completed  April  — ,  1876.  The  line  was  completed  to  Port 
Bayard  on  May  26,  and  to  Silver  City  on  May  31, 1876. 

On  April  27, 1876,  Second  Lieut.  S.  C.  Vedder,  acting  signal-officer, 
was  assigned  to  duty  in  charge  of  the  lines  within  the  New  Mexican 
division. 

The  work  of  connecting  the  lines  in  New  Mexico  with  those  in  Arizona 
is  now  in  progress,  and  will  be  completed  by  the  erection  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  of  line,  upon  which  the  work  of  construction  has  been 
already  commenced.  A  continuous  telegraphic  connection  frrom  Santa 
F6  to  San  Diego  will  then  exist.    The  line-supports  have  been  erected 
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from  Fort  Bayard  to  EalstoD,  a  distance  of  forty-eight  miles.  The  tele- 
graphic wire  is  in  readiness  to  be  insulated,  with  a  few  days'  labor,  upon 
the  approach  of  tlie  line  to  be  constructed  from  Camp  Grant  to  Ralston, 
and  for  material  for  which  contract  has  been  already  made. 

The  lines  of  the  Few  Mexican  division  connect  stations  at  Santa  F6, 
Fort  Craig,  Fort  Selden,  Mesilla,  Fort  Bayard,  and  Silver  City,  at  each 
of  which  places  offices  are  in  operation. 

There  are  now  employed  in  this  division  six  enlisted  men  of  the  Sig- 
nal-Service. While  the  lines  thus  described  are  maintained  and  operated 
daily  with  fair  success,  the  scanty  force  of  the  Signal-Service  will  not 
•permit  it  to  occupy  them  to  their  full  capacity  without  additional  details. 

In  closing  this  rapid  review,  it  is  proper  to  refer  to  the  duties  in  the 
last  year  expected  of  the  service. 

They  have  been  to  give  protection  to  commerce  by  waminss  on  all  of 
the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  of  the  United  States,  and  on  those  of  the 
lakes;  to  watch  the  river-changes  along  their  courses  in  the  great 
ri ver- valleys ;  to  note  at  seasons  the  temperatures  affecting  canal-com- 
merce ;  to  carry  telegraphic-lines,  by  which  meteorological  reports  may 
be  had,  over  regions  considered  impracticable  for  such  constructions ; 
to  maintain  a  system  of  connected  stations  on  the  sea-coast ;  to  take 
charge  of  the  recognized  system  of  voluntary  meteorological  observa- 
tions on  this  continent,  in  addition  to  the  regular  system  of  the  service ; 
to  secure  the  co-operation  of  foreign  observers  in  foreign  countries;  to 
endeavor  to  aid  directly  all  the  farming  population  in  the  harvesting  of 
their  crops ;  and,  finally,  to  pat  it  iu  the  power  of  every  citizen  to  know 
each  day,  with  reasonable  accuracy,  the  approaching  weather-changes. 

The  Chief  Signal-Officer  earnestly  recommends  legislation  for  a  more 
complete  organization'  of  the  Signal-Service.  With  duties  now  as  ex- 
tensive as  important,  and  reaching  directly  more  interests  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  than  those  of  any  other  bureau  of  the  War  De- 
partment, it  exists  without  laws  providing  for  the  permanent  employ- 
ment and  grades  of  its  officers,  or  the  promotion  of  its  enlisted  men. 
This  condition  is  found  to  seriously  embarrass  the  work  of  the  office. 
The  subject  of  such  organization  received  last  year  careful  attention, 
and  was  favorably  recommended  by  the  President  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress.  The  experience  of  the  year  has  demonstrated  the  need 
of  it.  If  the  service  is  to  advance  to  greater  successes,  it  cannot  be 
too  safely  guarded  against  possible  hamperings.  A  bill  providing  for 
a  permanent  organization  was  passed  by  the  Senate  at  its  last  session. 
(Paper  29.) 

The  results  for  the  year  give  cause  for  encouragement  The  question 
of  the  useful  preannouncement  of  approaching  meteoric  changes  mav 
be  considered  as  settled  by  now  six  years  of  successful  service.  With 
each  year  of  labor  the  paths  for  improvement  have  opened  more  plainly. 
The  co-operation  of  scientists  has  continued,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  nses  of  the  work  accomplished,  the  results  to  be  hoped  from 
that  in  the  future,  have  been  well  appreciated.  The  popular  support 
and  the  support  of  the  press  have  not  failed.  Whatever  there  has  been 
of  embarrassment  can  be  but  temporary.  The  opportunities  for  ren- 
dering a  public  good  remain  to  the  service.  The  effort  will  be  to  use 
them. 

ALBERT  J.  MYEB, 

Chief  SignaUOfficer. 
Hon.  J.  D.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington^  D.  C. 
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NAYY  DEPABTMENTy 

WashingUmj  D.  C,  Jfor^ember  29, 1876. 

Sib  :  The  following  report  of  the  Navy  Depof  tment  and  navnl  servico 
for  the  present  year  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NATAL  FOBOB. 

There  are  now  belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  146  veaselfl 
of  150,157  tons  measurement.  Exclusive  of  howitzers  and  (Catlings 
they  carry  1,142  guns.  Of  these,  123,  carrying  913  guns',  with  a  meaa< 
urement  of  120,894  tons,  have  steam-power,  and  23,  carrying,  nomiually^ 
229  guns,  with  a  measurement  of  29,263  tons,  are  sailing-vessels. 

The  steam-vessels  are  rated  as  follows : 

Gaiu.  Tau^ 

5  fint-rotes 188  1&,163 

29  second-rates • ; 478  53,800 

30  third-rotes * 164  19,fi06 

G  foarth-rates 4  3,143 

27  tngs C         4,789 

2  torpedo-1)oats « 1  749 

24  iron-clods 72       23,804 

123  913      120, 894 

The  sailing-vessels  are  rated  as  follows : 

Gnnft.  Tons. 

4  eeoond-rates 36  10,700 

15  thlid-rates 183  15,919 

4  foartli-rates 5  2,644 

23  229       29,263 

The  iron  clad  vessels  are  rated  as  follows: 

Qnai.  Toni. 

6  seoond-rates 28  12,961 

4  third-riites 16  4,975 

14  fourth-rotes 28  7,2©^ 

S4  72        23.604 

All  the  tugs  are  reganled  as  fourth-rates. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  vessels,  75  are  at  present  in  actual  use,  as 
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follows :  37  are  in  commission  attached  to  fleets,  in  which  number  are 
embraced  11  iron-dad  vessels  on  the  North  Atlantic  station ;  2  are  in 
nse  as  training-ships ;  6,  on  special  service  and  as  dispatch  and  freight 
ships ;  2  are  torpedo-boats;  5  are  receiving-ships;  2  are  store-ships ;  2 
more  are  used  by  States,  under  act  of  Congress,  as  school-ships ;  and  19 
are  in  use  as  quarters,  gunnery-ships,  tenders,  &c.,  at  the  navy-yards 
and  shore-stations.  Of  the  remainder,  4  are  preparing  and  almost  ready 
for  sea;  8  are  under  repairs;  and  59  are  laid  up  at  the  various  navy- 
yards. 

The  actual  condition  of  the  material  of  the  naval  service  at  this  time, 
and  what  has  been  done  with  it  during  your  administration,  may  per- 
haps be  better  understood  by  comparing  it  with  itself  as  it  existed  in 
1869.  This  may  be  done  fidly  by  referring  to  the  particular  state- 
ment of  the  character,  service,  repairs,  and  condition  of  each  ship, 
which  will  be  found  appended  to  this  report,  and  a  general  idea  may  be 
obtained  from  the  following  summary,  which  contains  some  of  the  re- 
sults of  the  fuller  statement  referred  to. 

The  number  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  Navy  in  1889,  including  screw 
and  side-wheel  steamers,  tugs,  iron-armored  vessels,  and  sailing-ships, 
was,  as  follows : 

Iron-clads. • &3 

Screw-Bteamen 67 

Side-wbeel  ateomdn,  large  and  small 23 

ToKB  and  small  side-wheel  steameny  not  fitted  te  fighting 32 

SailiDg-Tesaels,  store,  Burveyingi  and  reoeiving  ships 29 

Whole  nomber ; 203 

Of  these  there  were  nnarailable  for  fighting  purposes  the  following,  viz : 

Vessels  on  the  stocks  bnilt  of  live-oak • 1 

Vessels  on  the  stocks  hnilt  of  white  oak r> 

Togs  nsedlbr  yard  purposes • 32 

Bailing-vessels  nsed  as  practice,  store,  and  xeoeiTing  Tessels,  but  of  no  nse  for 

fighting  purposes 29 

Iron^dods  on  the  stocks  bnilt  of  white  oak,  and  unfit  for  nse  by  reason  of  de- 
cay   4 

Iron-clads  not  of  sufficient  displacement,  and  entirely  unfit  for  war  purposes . .  21 

In  all 92 

To  which  shonld  he  added  the  Niagara,  Pnritan,  and  Snsquehonna,  which 
were  without  machinery,  and  in  such  condition  that  as  much  time  and  money 
would  be  required  to  put  them  in  sea-going  order  as  to  build  new  Tcssels. 
They  were  oonsequontly  unavailable » 3 

Total 95 

Which  deducted  ilrom  the  203  vessels,  as  above,  leaves  as  the  available  force  of  the 
Kavy  at  that  time 108 

Of  the  108  avaihible  vessels,  as  above,  47  were  being  completed  or 
repaired,  or  were  laid  np  at  the  several  navy-yards ;  and  of  these,  21 
screw-steamers  and  4  iron-clads  were  bnilt  of  white  oak,  and  had  all  begnn 
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to  decay.  Their  asefaluess  was  therefore  of  short  duratiou,  as  their 
history,  found  in  the  appendix  to  this  report,  shows.  The  other  iron- 
clads, which  possessed  the  proper  fighting  qualities,  and  are  inoloded  in 
the  108  vessels,  were  also  more  or  less  rotten,  and  all  required  exteosiTe 
repairs.  Of  the  203  vessels  of  1869,  there  have  been  sold  4G ;  broken 
up,  18  ]  lost  at  sea,  5 — G9  vessels ;  thus  reducing  the  number  to  134  ves- 
sels. To  which  add  the  addition  made  to  the  Navy  sinoe  1869,  of  new 
vessels,  10;  purchased  vessels,  2;  making  the  whole  number  on  the 
register  at  the  present  time  146  vessels.  For  a  full  and  particular  on* 
derstanding  of  the  character  and  condition  of  these  vessels,  reference 
may  be  had  to  the  appendix  already  mentioned.  This  will  show  that  of 
our  present  force  of  146  vessels,  of  every  class,  40  are  built  of  iron, 
vis,  5  donble-turreted  iron-dads,  15  single-tnrreted  monitors,  2  torpedo- 
boats,  and  18  steamers  of  various  classes.  Of  the  remainder,  65  are  of 
live-oak,  viz,  1  ironclad,  5  steamers  of  the  first  rate,  20  steamers  of  the 
second  rate,  19  steamers  of  the  third  rate,  and  20  sailing-vessels.  The 
remaining  41  are  white-oak  ships,  of  almost  every  class.  Of  the  wh<de 
number,  75  are,  as  has  been  before  stated,  in  actual  service,  and  4  are 
preparing  for  sea ;  16  may  be  considered  as  entirely  used  up  and  unfit 
for  future  service;  and  the  balance  are  at  the  various  navy-yards,  acme 
requiring  slight  and  others  extensive  repairs ;  but  most  of  them  oould 
be  made  ready  for  any  special  service  in  a  short  time.  Seventeen  of  oar 
steamers  have  been  furnished  with  compound  engines  and  boilers  of  the 
best  class,  and  with  the  latest  iitaprovements,  and  nearly  all  our  other 
steamers  have,  during  the  last  eight  years,  been  supplied  with  new  boil- 
ers, and  their  machinery  extensively  repaired. 

There  is  also  on  hand,  stored  at  the  various  navy-yards,  live-oak  tim* 
ber  sufficient  for  36  new  ships  of  war,  besides  a  large  quantity  of  other 
valuable  timber  and  naval  material  of  every  kind. 

This  statement  shows  that  after  eight  years  of  active  service  of  eveiy 
kind,  during  which  period  it  has  suffered  the  loss  of  four  ships  by  aetnal 
disaster,  and  seen  many  others  of  its  valuable  cruisers  come  to  final 
decay  and  utter  worthlessness,  by  reason  of  hasty  construction  from 
perishable  material,  during  time  of  war,  our  Navy  is  now,  in  the  character 
and  condition  of  its  ships  and  material,  in  a  condition  far  superior  to 
that  in  which  it  was  in  1860,  and  indeed  far  more  powerful  for  our  war- 
like purposes  than  it  has  ever  before  been  in  time  of  peace.  It  does  not 
compare,  either  in  number  or  character  of  vessels,  with  the  expensive 
establishments  of  those  European  nations  whose  mutual  relations  keep 
them  always  in  armed  array,  whose  contiguous  coasts  and  deep  harbors 
at  home,  and  scattered  colonies  ail  over  the  world,  seem  to  require  that 
they  should  constantly  rival  each  other,  *  at  whatever  expense,  in  the 
size  and  power  of  their  naval  vessels  and  armaments ;  but,  for  the  defisn- 
sive  purposes  of  a  peaceful  people,  without  colonies,  with  a  dangerous 
coast,  and  shallow  harbors,  separated  by  a  vast  ocean  from  warlike  na- 
val powers,  our  Navy  is  not  without  strength,  and  when  its  iron*oIad 
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fleet  Bball  be  completely  repaired,  a  work  reqairing  now  bat  little  time 
and  expense,  and  its  force  snpplemented  by  the  comparatively  cheap 
addition  herein  recommended,  it  will,  I  think,  be  fonnd  snfflcient  to 
resist  any  force  which  conld  be  bronght  across  the  ocean  to  attack 
ns^  and  powerful  also  for  offensive  operations  upon  the  seas  and  among 
the  islands  which  lie  contiguous  to  our  own  shores.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  appropriations  for  the  two  principal  working  bnreans  of  the 
Department  average  but  little  over  five  millions  annually,  and  consid- 
ering the  cost  of  merely  maintaining  a  Kavy,  consisting  largely  of  ships 
hurriedly  built  of  perishable  material,  which  after  requiring  for  a  few 
years  constant  repair  finally  drop  out  of  the  service  firom  utter  worth- 
lessness,  I  think  that  tiiis  state  of  things  reflects  great  credit  upon  those 
officers  through  whose  practical  knowledge  and  ability  the  Department 
has  been  able  to  utilize  all  that  there  was  valuable  in  the  Navy,  and  to 
bring  it  to  its  present  state  of  efBcienoy. 

The  question  of  what  should  oompose  a  sound  and  economical,  but 
efficient,  naval  force  has  praseDted  daring  the  past  few  years  so  many 
different  aspects  that  we  may  perhaps  congratulate  ourselves  that  we 
have  not  followed  step  by  step  in  the  practical  but  expensive  develop- 
ment of  the  problem  in  which  other  maritime  nations  have  been  engaged. 
The  question  constantly  recurs,  however,  brought  up  by  conflicting  in- 
terests and  opinions,  shall  we  enter  upon  the  expensive  and  unsatis- 
ftctoiy  construction  of  armor-plated  gun-bearing  vessels,  involving  mill- 
ions of  dollars  in  the  cost  of  each  onef  or  shall  we  be  content  with  pro- 
viding ourselves,  at  a  minimum  cost,  with  the  means  of  destroying  such 
vessels  should  they  appear  in  hostile  attitude  on  our  coasts  or  in  our 
bays  or  harborst  Fast,  well-built  wooden  cruisers,  proper  for  the  police 
of  the  seas,  serving  as  schools  of  instruction  in  time  of  peace  and  capa- 
ble of  destroying  an  enemy's  commerce  in  time  of  war,  are  under  all  con- 
ditions serviceable.  The  monitor  class  of  vessels  has,  for  us,  special  and 
valuable  nses  in  conjunction  with  other  forces.  The  torpedo-schools 
give  our  officers  the  instruction  necessary  to  utilize  whatever  there  is  in 
this  most  efficient  arm  of  attack  and  defense ;  and  I  would  add  to  the 
force  a  new  element,  the  marine  ram,  which  promises,  when  constructed 
upon  scientific  principles,  in  forms  of  special  strength  for  its  particular 
and  appropriate  service,  to  be  a  weapon  of  most  destruqtive  warfare. 
The  construction  of  this  class  of  vessels  has  been  carefully  considered 
for  several  years  past  by  a  naval  officer  of  high  rank,  assisted  by  able 
experts,  and  detailed  plans  ore  put  at  the  s«*vice  of  the  Department 
without  cost  or  charge  of  any  kind.  The  oonstmotion  of  such  a  vessel 
of  the  best  material  and  of  special  strength  would  involve  an  expense 
of  about  $350,000,  and  if  successful,  as  it  promises  to  be,  it  would  add 
a  new  element  tending  to  make  our  force  complete  in  itself,  at  once 
economical  and  efficient. 

With  such  a  force  and  with  no  colonies  to  defend,  I  think  we  may  well 
dispense,  for  the  present  at  least,  with  the  heavy-armored  and  unwieldy 


524      REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETART  OP  THE  NAVY. 

iron-clads  of  European  nations,  and,  also,  with  the  monster  cannon 
necessary  to  penetrate  them.  Any  vessel  which  can  safely  cross  the 
seas  to  enter  our  harbors  or  to  lie  npon  our  shores  will  be  found  vul- 
nerable to  cannon  of  moderate  weight  and  caliber,  while  the  heaviest 
armor  will  not  protect  a  ship  from  the  attacks  of  toipedoes  managed 
by  brave  and  well-instructed  officers.  Thns,  our  monitor  system,  sup- 
ported by  the  marine  ram,  conunanded  by  enterprising  officers,  and 
re-enforced  by  the  deadly  torpedo  in  skillfnl  and  scientific  hands,  will,  I 
think,  supply  all  that  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  nfival  share  of  onr 
coast-defense,  and  will  be  fonnd  efficient,  for  our  purposes,  against  any 
foreign  iron-dads  which  can  reach  our  coasts  or  enter  our  harbors. 
With  these  we  may  rest  content  for  the  present,  but  it  must  be  under- 
stood  that  the  Navy,  in  all  its  efficient  elements,  is  in  a  constant  state 
of  transition  and  progression,  and  can  only  be  kept  efficient  by  seizing, 
experimenting  upon,  and  developing,  in  the  quiet  times  of  peace,  each 
new  principle  of  warlike  progress  as  it  arises. 

Of  the  amount  of  appropriations  asked  for  the  next  year,  as  herein- 
after stated,  I  beg  to  suggest  that  the  sum  of  $1,560,000  of  the  amonnt 
estimated  for  the  Bnreaa  of  Construction  and  Bepair  and  $760,000  ot 
that  estimated  for  the  Bnreaa  of  Steam-Engineering,  be  made  availa- 
ble at  once,  in  order  that  the  repairs  of  our  five  donble-tnrreted  iron- 
clads, which  have  been  for  some  time  regularly  progressing  out  of  the 
cnrrent  annual  appropriations,  may  be  completed.  These  have  been  de- 
layed in  the  hands  of  the  contractors  daring  the  current  year  by  the 
fact  that  the  appropriations  made  fbr  these  bnreaas  were  not  sofficient 
for  their  continuance.  The  reasons  why  this  should  be  done  at  once  are 
many,  and  will  be  readily  nnderstood.  The  vessds  are,  as  I  have  said, 
in  the  hands  of  the  contractors,  actually  in  a  state  of  partial  repair. 
These  repairs,  to  be  economically  and  properly  done,  should  progress 
regularly,  as  a  contfunons  work,  with  the  different  parts  advancing  simat* 
taneoosly,  of  homogeneous  material,  on  a  conouirent  plan,  under  the 
same  general  direction,  and,  as  fiir  as  possible,  with  the  same  workmen. 
To  stop  it  from  time  to  time  most  involve  more  or  less  of  change  in  all 
these  conditions,  to  the  manifest  increase  of  the  cost  and  injury  to  the 
quality  of  the  work.  Delay  involves,  also,  increased  cost  of  superin- 
tendence, care-taking,  and  preservation,  and  risk  of  iqjury  or  loss  to  the 
public  property.  The  work  can  be  done  now  cheaper  than  at  any  other 
time,  and  if  done  now  it  will  give  employment,  at  a  season  of  great  dis- 
tress, for  establishments  and  workmen  to  whom  it  is  not  only  kindness 
but  practical  wisdom  on  the  port  of  the  Government  to  afbrd  all  prqier 
enconragement  and  assistance.  Besides,  the  ships  are  nseless  to  the 
Government  while  in  progress  of  repair,  bnt  when  conduded,  they  will 
constitute  a  large  element  of  the  strength  of  our  l^avy,  and,  adding 
immensely  to  its  fighting  power,  will  raise  it  to  a  position  more  in  har- 
mony  with  our  national  responsibility  and  leqnirements. 

There  is  no  additional  money  nsked  for  this  purpose,  but  only  that  a 
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portion  of  the  regular  appropriations  be  made  available  for  it  now.  The 
amoant  asked  is  the  same  which  was  estimated  for  this  work  last  year, 
bat  which  was  not  then  appropriated ;  and  by  taking  it  from  the  amoant 
estimated  for  the  next  year,  without  enlarging  that  estimate,  the  De 
partment  will  be  able  to  go  on  with  this  necessary  work,  to  the  great 
advantage  of  the  Government,  withoat  increasing  the  appropriations, 
and  the  work  being  done,  the  bnreans  can  be  carried  on  with  the 
amounts  estimated  for  them  reduced  by  the  amoant  which  this  work 
coste. 

CRUISING-STATIONS. 

These  are  the  same  as  were  reported  last  year,  including  within  the 
limits  assigned  to  them  every  important  field  of  naval  operations.  The 
strength  of  the  force  on  each  station  is  as  follows : 

European  station. — ^Bear- Admiral  John.  L.  Worden  commands  the  naval 
force  on  the  European  station,  which  is  now  much  reduced.  The  Frank- 
lin, Congress,  Juniata,  and  Alaska  have  returned  homo  daring  the 
present  year,  and  the  sqaadron  has  been  re-cnforoed  only  by  the  Marion 
and  the  Yandalia. 

In  pursuance  of  orders  of  the  Department  the  Congress  and  Juniata 
left  Yillefranche  Kovember  29, 1S75,  for  Port  Boyal,  to  join  the  force  on 
the  North  Atlantic  station. 

The  Alaska  left  Lisbon  January  1,  for  the  coast  of  A&ica,  under 
special  instructions  from  the  Department,  the  revolt  of  the  native  tribes 
against  the  republic  of  Liberia  being  then  in  progress  and  seriously 
threatening  the  safety  of  the  colonists.  Capt.  A.  A.  Semmes,  command- 
ing the  Alaska,  was  ordered  to  confer  with  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Monrovia  and  the  President  of  Liberia,  to  protect  American 
citizens  and  interests;  to  manifest  the  friendly  disposition  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  and  Government  toward  the  citizens  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  Liberia;  to  cruise  along  the  coast,  show  the  flag  to  the 
natives,  and  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Liberian  authorities  in  suppress- 
ing the  revolt  among  the  native&  She  arrived  at  Monrovia,  February 
3.    The  President  of  Liberia,  with  his  suite,  was  received  on  board. 

The  Franklin,  after  proceeding  under  special  orders  to  Vigo,  Spain, 
lefb  that  port  for  home  on  the  28th  of  September.  Delayed  by  adverse 
winds  and  calms,  her  voyage  was  long,  and  she  only  reached  New  York 
on  the  23d  of  the  present  month. 

The  present  aspect  of  European  afl&urs  makes  it  propv'ur  that  this 
squadron  should  be  strengthened  as  promptly  as  possible,  and  the 
Department  contemplates  re-enfordng  it  with  the  Trenton  as  soon  as  she 
can  be  fitted  out,  and  in  the  mean  time  with  such  other  ships  as  can  be 
spared  from  their  present  duty. 

Asiatic  station. — The  force  on  this  station  is  the  same  as  stated  in  the 
last  annual  report  of  the  Department,  with  a  single  change.  It  was 
reduced  in  May  by  the  Saco,  ordered  to  San  Francisco,  and  again  in- 
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creased  by  the  arrival  in  August  of  the  Alert,  from  New  York,  ria-the 
Suez  Canal.    Bear- Admiral  William  Beynolds  remains  in  command. 

The  following-named  vessels  now  compose  his  force :  The  Tennessee, 
(flagship,)  Kearsarge,  Ashuelot,  Alert,  Monocaoy,  and  Palos — all  with 
steam-power,  and  carrying  altogether  forty-eight  guns. 

Owing  to  the  great  distance  of  thia  station  from  our  Atlantic  peris, 
it  has  been  found  to  be  to  the  interest  of  the  Government  to  repair  some 
of  the  vessels  out  there  rather  than  to  send  them  home  for  that  purpoae. 
This  has  been  done  during  the  past  year,  and  some  which  have  been  on 
the  station  for  two  or  three  times  the  usual  time  have  been  provided 
with  new  boilers  and  otherwise  repaired,  so  as  to  make  them  useful 
cruisers  for  some  time  to  come. 

North  Padfio  station. — ^The  Pensacola,  (flag-ship,)  and  the  Lacka- 
wanna, are  the  only  vessels  now  in  commission  on  this  station,  which 
is  under  the  command  of  Bear- Admiral  Alexander  Murray,  who  relieved 
Bear- Admiral  John  J.  Almy,  July  1. 

The  Tuscarora  and  Portsmouth,  which  have  been  attached  to  this  sta- 
tion during  the  year,  were  put  out  of  commission  at  Mare  Island — the 
former  in  September  and  the  latter  in  August. 

South  Padfio  station. — The  vessels  on  this  station  at  the  date  of  the 
last  annual  report  of  the  Department  were  the  Bichmond,  (flag-ship,) 
Omaha,  and  stationary  store-ship  Onward  at  CaUao,  and  Bear-Admiral 
Beed  Werden  was  then  in  command. 

Bear- Admiral  Werden  was  relieved  July  13  by  Commodore  G.  H,  B. 
Galdwell,  who  went  out  on  the  mail-steamer  from  New  York  June  23. 

On  the  12th  of  August  Commodore  Caldwell  sailed  from  Callao,  in 
the  Bichmond,  for  Montevideo,  touched  at  Valparaiso,  and  was  heard 
from  at  Sandy  Point,  Straits  of  Magellan,  early  in  October.  He  is  no 
doubt  now  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  and,  in  pursuance  of  the  Depart- 
ment's orders,  in  command  of  the  naval  force  on  the  South  Atlantic 
station. 

On  the  departure  of  Commodore  Caldwell,  Capt  Edward  Simpson, 
commanding  the  Omaha,  was  left  the  senior  officer  present  on  this  station^ 
but  Bear- Admiral  Murray  arrived  recently  at  Panama  and  is  now  in 
command  in  those  waters. 

The  South  Atlantic  station. — The  force  on  this  station,  which  consisted 
of  the  Brooklyn,  (flag- ship,)  Monongahela,  and  Wasp,  and  was  under 
command  of  Bear-Admiral  William  E.  Le  Boy,  was  reduced  last  De- 
cember by  the  withdrawal  of  the  Brooklyn  and  Monongehala  for  service 
on  our  own  coast  aud  the  departure  of  Bear- Admiral  Le  Boy  in  his  flag- 
ship for  Key  West. 

The  station  has  since  been  re-enforced  by  the  arrival  of  the  Bichmond 
from  the  South  Paciflc  station,  and  the  command  devolves,  under  the 
orders  of  the  Department,  upon  Commodore  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell.  The 
Frolic  is  the  only  other  vessel  on  the  station,  the  Wasp  having  been 
sold. 
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The  North  Atlantio  ^totum.— The  force  on  this  station,  whieh  consisted 
one  year  ago  of  nine  crnisers  and  six  other  vessels,  and  was  under  the 
command  of  Rear- Admiral  J.  B.  M.  Mnllany,  was  soon  afterward  largely 
increased  by  attaching  to  it  vessels  from  the  Earopean  and  the  South 
Atlantic  station,  and  patting  in  commission  some  of  the  new  sloops  and 
ten  of  the  monitors.  By  these  accessions  it  consisted  in  Febmary,  when 
Bear- Admiral  Mollany  was  relieved  by  Bear- Admiral  William  B.  Le  Boy, 
of  twenty-foar  vessels;  not  including  store-ships  and  tugs,  viz :  Hartford, 
(flag-ship,)  Brooklyn,  Congress,  Plymouth,  Ossipee,  Yandalia,  Marion, 
Monongabela,  Swatara,  Shawmut,  Alert,  Huron,  Dictator,  Wyandotte, 
Passaic,  Catskill,  Nantucket,  Lehigh,  Montauk,  Ganonlcus,  Ajax,  Sau- 
gas,  Mahopac,  and  Manhattan.  In  addition,  there  were  in  commission 
two  torpedo-boats,  the  Alarm  and  the  Intrepid,  also  four  other  steam- 
ers, the  Powhatan,  Juniata,  Tallapoosa,  and  Dispatch,  all  within  the 
limits  of  the  station,  whidi,  although  not  strictly  part  of  Bear-Ad- 
miral Le  Boy's  command,  were  available  for  immediate  service ;  thus 
making  at  hand  thirty-one  vessels,  twelve  of  which  were  monitors  and 
two  powerful  torpedo-boats*  This  force  was  maintained  as  long  as  there 
seemed  to  be  any  possibility  of  its  use.  Some  of  the  crnising-vessels 
were  then  sent  to  other  stations,  others  were  put  out  of  commission,  and 
nearly  all  the  monitors,  although  kept  in  commission,  were  reduced  in 
their  complements,  with  only  a  suiBcient  number  of  officers  and  men 
retained  on  board  to  keep  the  vessels  in  good  condition. 

The  force  on  this  station  by  recent  additions  now  consists  of  the  Hart- 
ford, Plymouth,  Swatara,  Adams,  Bssex,  Ossipee,  Huron,  Banger,  all 
the  monitors  above  named  except  the  Kantucket,  and  the  store-ship 
New  Hampshire,  hospital-ship  Pawnee,  and  tag  Sea- Weed  stationed  at 
Port  Boyal,  S.  O. 

The  Powhatan,  Despatch, Tallapoosa,  Monongahela,  Bio  Bravo,  Alarm, 
and  Intrepid  are  also  in  commission  and  ready  for  service,  but  not  strictly 
a  part  of  the  squadron. 

The  general  operations  of  our  crnisers  on  the  several  stations  will  be 
found  in  brief  in  the  supplement  hereto  annexed,  entitled  <<  General 
operations  of  fleets,"  and  more  at  large  in  the  statement  and  reports 
published  in  the  appendix,  and  which  will  be  found  interesting  to  those 
desiring  information  on  this  subject. 

The  Department  has  lately  adopted  the  plan  of  retaining  all  ships,  on 
going  into  commission,  upon  this  coast  and  attached  to  the  North  Atlantic^ 
squadron  for  a  few  months  previous  to  ordering  them  abroad.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  effect  has  been  beneficial,  as  any  defects  in  the  ships  or 
their  machinery  can  then  he  remedied  at  home,  and  the  discipline  of  the 
penonnel  can  be  perfected  in  oor  own  waters.  With  this  preliminary  drill 
and  inspection  the  ships  reach  foreign  stations  in  an  efficient  and  credit- 
able condition. 

The  Department  has  also  commissioned  as  receiving-ships  at  the  dif- 
ferent naval  stations  the  firigates  Wabash  and  Colorado  at  Boston  and 
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New  York,  and  proposes  to  place  the  Franklin  at  Korfolk|  instead  of 
the  hulks  formerly  nsed  for  this  pnrpose.  These  ships,  with  those  used 
for  training  and  school  ships,  form  a  reserve,  maintained  without  addi- 
tional expense,  and  ready  to  be  nsed  in  any  emergency. 

The  redaction  of  the  force  of  our  fleet,  b^  act  of  Ck)hgre88,  from  8,600 
to  7,500  men  has  placed  oar  Navy,  in  the  personnel  of  the  enlisted  men, 
below  that  of  nearly  every  navy  of  Europe.  *  The  effect  of  this  redaction 
has  been  to  lose  to  the  service  many  valuable  seamen,  who,  for  want  of 
continuous  employment  in  the  Navy  and  in  the  absence  of  any  commerce 
of  our  own,  have  been  forced  to  go  abroad  for  employment.  Their  serv- 
ices are  thus  lost  to  the  country,  and  the  time  and  care  given  to  their 
education  as  men-of-war's  men  has  been  to  some  extent  in  vain.  As  a 
remedy  for  this  misfortune,  and  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a  trained 
class  of  men  in  the  Navy,  skilled  in  their  duties  and  devoted  to 
their  flag,  I  have  the  honor  to  repeat  my  recommendations  of  last 
year,  that  Congress  give  the  necessary  authority  to  enlist  an\iually  750 
boys  for  the  Navy,  under  existing  laws,  but  in  addition  to  the  number  of 
men  now  allowed.  The  cost  of  these  boys,  so  far  as  the  pay  of  the 
Navy  is  concerned,  would  not  amount  to  more  than  the  cost  of  250  men ; 
and  it  is  expected  that  this  number  enlisted  annually  will,  in  the  coarse 
of  a  few  years,  not  only  flU  the  vacancies  made  by  discharge,  death,  and 
desertion,  but  finally  man  our  fleet  with  educated  American  seamen. 

The  system  of  training  boys  has  been  in  successful  operation  for  little 
more  than  one  year,  and  there  are  at  present  470  in  the  service,  one-half 
of  them  under  instruction  on  board  the  training-ships  Minnesota  and 
Monongahda,  and  the  others  already  afloat  in  various  sea-going  vessels. 
The  Department  has  stationed  the  Minnesota  at  New  York,  the  Oonsti- 
tution  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  Monongahela  at  Baltimore,  as  permanent 
school-ships  for  these  lads,  and  the  experience  of  the  past  year  fully 
demonstrates  the  success  of  this  effort  to  improve  our  seamen.  I  feel 
myself,  therefore,  most  fully  justified  in  earnestly  renewing  my  recom- 
mendation of  this  addition  to  the  personnel  of  the  Navy. 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  other  recommendations  contained 
in  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Becruiting,  in- 
tended to  benefit  the  seaman  of  the  Navy.  Among  them  is  the  urgent 
and  often-repeated  recommendation  that  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Navy 
may  be  allowed  an  outfit  of  clothing.  This  allowance  has,  for  several 
jears,  been  considered  both  by  the  Department  and  by  the  Navy  at 
large  as  eminently  proper  and  just,  and  has,  on  several  occasions,  been 
urged  in  Congress,  but  as  yet  it  has  foiled  to  receive  that  attention 
which  I  think  it  deserves.  I  trust,  however,  that  sooner  or  later  a  law 
will  be  passed  granting  an  outfit  of  clothing  to  the  enlisted  men,  under 
such  restrictions  and  regulations  as  the  Department  may  establish. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Equipment  and  Becruiting 
contains  another  request  which  I  deem  worthy  of  consideration.  Ho 
urges  the  establishment  of  a  banking  system  for  the  Navy,  similar  to 
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that  now  in  force  in  the  Army,  where  it  has  prodaced  the  most  satiafao- 
tory  resalts.  The  Army  law  aathorizes  the  payment  of  interest  at  i 
per  cent,  upon  all  sams  of  $60  and  npwanl  deposited  by  any  enlisted 
man  with  the  paymasters,  subject  to  certain  conditions  and  restrictions. 
If  this  system  should  be  adopted  for  the  !Nravy,  a  careful  estimate  of  the 
sum  that  would  be  required  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  places  it  at 
but$24,000  per  annum.  The  men  of  theS'avy  are  rarely  paid  off  before  the 
expiration  of  their  three  years'  term  of  service,  and  the  money,  which  is 
actually  their  own,  is  thus  left  in  the  United  States  Treasury,  without  any 
benefit  accruing  to  the  rightful  owners.  It  is  no  more  than  proper  and  just 
that  a  moderate  interest  should  be  granted  by  the  Government  for  its 
use.  I  am  convinced  that  the  foregoing  suggestions,  if  put  into  effect 
as  laws,  will  prove  of  great  and  lasting  benefit  to  our  Navy,  without 
adding  materially  to  the  cost  of  its  maintenance,  and  I  therefore  respect 
fully  refer  them  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

ihjlyjll  education. 

Tlie  Aeodetnj^.— The  wortli  of  an  educational  institution  must  be  judged 
by  the  adaptability  of  the  course  of  studies  pursued  to  the  profession  for 
which  its  students  are  destined,  and  by  the  thoroughness  with  which 
these  are  taught. 

The  Naval  Academy,  under  its  able  Superintendents,  has  been  con- 
ducted with  these  objects  in  view,  and  the  basis  of  an  education  afforded 
by  this  institution  is  such  as  is  demanded  for  Navy  ofBcers  of  the  pres- 
ent day. 

In  the  past,  in  the  days  when  canvas  was  the  motive-power,  the  bat- 
tery smooth-bore  guns,  and  gunnery  in  a  crude  state,  a  general  knowledge 
of  seamanship,  navigation,  and  gunnery  was  deemed  sufiScient  for  the  ordi- 
nary education  of  a  Navy  ofScer.  A  few  years  has  changed  this,  and 
the  Naval  Academy  has  kept  pace  with  these  changes  as  they  have 
occurred. 

Becent  improvements  in  naval  warfare  are  largely  indebted  to  the 
sciences.  A  built-up  gun,  a  torpedo,  an  iron  gun-carriage,  the  armor  on 
a  ship's  side,  the  newly-improved  engines,  the  powerful  gunpowders, 
dynamite,  and  other  exi)losives,  the  use  of  the  electric  telegraph  in  lon- 
gitudes, the  understanding  of  the  machines  now  in  use  for  testing  the 
velocity  and  strength  of  powder,  and  many  other  changes  which  the 
last  few  years  have  brought  forth,  are  based  upon  and  permeated  by 
some  principle  of  physics,  chemistry,  electricity,  mechanics,  and  mathe- 
matics; so  that  at  the  present  day  an  officer,  to  bo  familiar  with  the 
weapons  he  is  called  to  wield,  must  be  acquainted  with  the  sciences 
upon  whose  principles  these  weapons  arc  constructed.  These  are  taught 
at  the  Naval  Academy.  Ships  will  not  again  be  fought  under  saU,  and 
the  tactics  of  Paul  Hoste,  so  valuable  in  their  day,  must  give  way  to 
those  of  recent  date. 

As  the  motive-power,  in  action,  is  hardly  of  less  imi)ortance  than  the 
34  Ab 
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battery  itself,  it  behooves  a  commanding  officer  to  have  an  inteDigent 
idea  of  the  construction,  working,  and  proper  use  of  the  engines  and 
boilers  of  the  vessel  he  commands;  hence  the  instrnotion  in  both  tbea* 
retical  and  practical  steam-engineering.  It  must  not  be  understood, 
however,  that  steam  and  its  applications  are  taught  to  the  exclusion  <yf 
seamanship.  On  the  contrary,  this  branch,  with  the  addition  of  ship^ 
building,  is  taught  with  every  minuteness  of  detail,  requiring  but  the 
constant  practice  afloat,  in  after  life,  to  give  the  quick  perception,  the 
prompt  decision,  and  instant  action  so  requisite  and  so  remarkably  per- 
taining to  the  thorough  seaman  under  all  circumstances.  Now,  as  here- 
tofore, the  first  requisites  of  a  Navy  officer  must  be  seamanship,  navi- 
gation,  and  gunnery,  however  closely  these  may  be  crowded  by  other 
acquirements  indispensably  necessary. 

As  I  have  before  said,  the  system  of  the  Naval  Academy  has  kept 
pace  with  the  changes  which  have  taken  place,  and  the  branches  there 
taught  are  those  adapted  to  the  naval  profession  of  today.  With  such 
a  basis  of  education,  the  officers  who  have  had  the  advantages  of  this 
institution  should  excel  in  every  branch  of  their  profession. 

The  iiaval  signal-service. — ^The  system  of  signals  in  the  Navy  has 
undergone  great  improvement  within  the  past  few  years,  more  attention 
having  been  given  to  this  most  important  subject  than  heretofore.  A 
new  and  complete  signal-book  has  been  issued,  bearing  the  impren  of 
the  talent  and  intelligence  of  its  compilers  and  of  the  labor  and  care 
bestowed  upon  it. 

Experiments  have  been  made  with  various  descriptions  of  lights  for 
signaling  on  shipboard  \  with  many  patterns  of  side-lights  and  ronoing 
lights,  to  prevent  collisions  at  sea ;  as  also  with  systems  of  fog-signals, 
and  flash  and  sound  telegraphy.  A  careful  supervision  has  been  exer- 
cised over  the  signal  departments  of  vessels  in  commission. 

The  torpedo  «fatio».— The  branches  taught  at  the  Naval  Academy  are 
immediately  brought  into  practice  at  the  torpedo  station,  which  has 
been  furnished,  as  far  as  practicable,  with  every  appliance  for  making 
and  experimenting  with  this  formidable  weapon  of  modem  warfiEure*  A 
class  of  such  officers  as  can  be  spared  from  the  other  duties  of  the  serv- 
ice are  instructed  at  the  torpedo  station  during  several  months  of  each 
year  in  all  relating  to  the  torpedo.  All  gain  a  practical  knowledgi>  of 
its  manipulation ;  some,  taking  a  special  interest  in  this  branch,  pursao 
it  to  invention.  Though  this  school  of  instruction  has  necessarily  been 
conducted  on  a  limited  scale,  it  has  grown  in  importance  and  has  been 
marked  by  improvement  from  year  to  year. 

asthonomical  obsebvatioks. 

During  my  term  of  office  the  duties  of  the  Na%^l  Observatory  have 
been  diligently  and  faithfully  performed,  under  the  able  superintendence 
of  Eear- Admirals  B.  F.  Sands  and  0.  n.  Davis.  The  quiet  and  unob- 
trusive manner  in  which  the  work  of  this  institution  is  carried  onjjft^ 
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vents  the  general  pablio,  perhaps,  from  appreciating  its  valife,  and  few 
people  know  how  diligently  and  constantly  the  tasks  devolving  on 
astronomers  are  prosecuted. 

Provided  by  wise  liberality  with  the  best  instnunents  obtainable,  the 
Naval  Observatory  has  risen  to  a  high  rank,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
for  efficiency  and  for  the  character  of  the  work  accomplished,  and  has 
amply  fidfiUed  the  expectations  of  its  fonnders.  As  is  eminently  perti- 
nent, the  work  of  general  scientific  research  has  not  been  piosecated, 
bat  the  more  appropriate  roatine  for  a  government  observatory,  of 
making  such  daily  and  nightly  observations  of  snn,  stars,  and  planets 
as  may  afford  information  nsefol  to  the  navigator  and  surveyor,  has 
been  constantly  carried  on. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  roatine- work  of  the  observatory,  expedi- 
tions for  the  observation  of  the  solar  eclipse  of  December  22, 1870,  and 
for  the  transit  of  Yenus  on  December  8, 1874,  were  organized  and  sent 
out,  in  both  cases  with  most  gratifying  success.  The  highest  com* 
mendations  of  the  eclipse  observations  were  received  finom  astronomers 
at  home  and  abroad,  and  the  work  of  reducing  the  transit  of  Venus 
observations  has  progressed  sufficiently  to  prove  that  the  labor  and 
expense  attendant  on  the  expedition  was  well  bestowed.  The  work  at  the 
desolate  stations,  intrusted  to  Navy  officers,  was  well  and  satisfactorily 
performed,  affording  another  proof,  if  such  were  needed^  that  the 
groundwork  of  education  received  at  the  Naval  Academy  produces 
most  satisfjEK^tory  results.  The  several  parties,  composed  of  civilians, 
military  and  Navy  officers,  co-operated  with  the  most  gratifying  har- 
mony. All  the  parties  and  instruments  dispatched  to  different  parts 
of  the  world  have  been  safely  returned,  and  it  is  satisfactory  that  our 
countrymen,  by  care  and  skill,  were  successful  in  the  safe  return  of  their 
instruments,  as,  from  several  places,  in  this  the  astronomers  of  other 
nations  failed. 

Besides  the  yearly  volume  of  observations  and  results,  there  has  been 
published  by  the  Observatory  many  other  contributions  to  astronomicid 
science,  among  the  most  important  of  which  are : 

A  report  on  the  solar  eclipse  of  1869. 

A  report  on  the  position  of  fandamental  stars,  by  Professor  Newcomb. 

A  report  on  the  position  of  151  stars  in  Preesepe,  by  Professor  HalL 

A  report  of  the  solar  eclipse  of  1870. 

A  report  of  the  right  ascensions  of  equatorial  fandamental  stars,  by 
Professor  Newcomb. 

A  catalogue  of  10,658  stars,  by  Professor  Yamall,  depending  on  up- 
wards of  100,000  observations. 

An  investigation  of  the  Uranian  and  Neptaniau  systems  with  the  20- 
inch  equatorial,  by  Professor  Newcomb. 

The  Observatory  has  also  co-operated  in  the  determinations  of  longi* 
tude,  by  the  telegraphic  method,  of  Havana,  Saint  Louis,  Detroit, 
Carlin,  (Nev.,)  Austin,  (Nev.,)  Ogden,  Bethlehem,  (Pa.,)  and  Key  West 
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Electric  clocks,  controlled  by  the  clock  at  the  Observatory^  have  been 
established  at  the  Kavy,  Treasoryi  and  State  DepartmentSi  and  at  the 
Signal-Office,  and  it  woald  appear  desirable  that  this  system  should  be 
extended  to  all  the  Departments  and  to  the  Chambers  of  the  Senate 
and  the  Hbnse  of  Bepresentatives.  The  time  is  furnished  daily  to  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  and  is  by  them  distributed  ovei 
the  country  for  the  benefit  of  railroads,  commerce,  and  the  pablic  gen- 
erally.   An  extension  of  this  system  seems  desirable. 

The  chronometers  belonging  to  the  Navy  are  as  heretofore  kept  at  the 
Observatory,  and  their  errors  carefhlly  ascertained  before  sending  them 
on  board  of  vessels. 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  South  Kensington  Exhibition  of  Scientific 
Instruments,  at  London,  in  June  last,  Prof.  E.  S.  Holden,  U.  S.  K,  was 
temporarily  detached  from  duty  at  the  Observatory  and  directed  to  ex- 
amine and  report  on  the  exhibition.  This  was  thoroughly  and  promptly 
accomplished,  and  a  most  interesting  and  valuable  report  was  submit- 
ted by  him  to  the  Department. 

THE  NAUTICAL  ALMANAC. 

The  preparation  and  issue  of  the  American  Ephemeris  and  KaoUcal 
Almanac,  under  the  able  and  scientific  superintendence  of  Prof.  J.  H.  C. 
Coffin,  U.  S.  N.,  has  reflected  credit  on  the  country  and  on  the  Navy, 
and  supplies  that  which  would  otherwise  necessarily  be  drawn  firom 
abroad. 

It  is  issued  to  the  vessels  of  the  Kavy,  to  our  commerce,  to  the  vari- 
ous exploring  and  surveying  expeditions  of  the  Army,  to  the  United 
States  Coast  Survey,  the  Land-Office,  the  various  observatories  and  as- 
tronomers, and  to  colleges  and  other  institutions,  especially  to  those  in 
which  astronomical  observations  or  investigations  are  conducted.  From 
year  to  year  its  tedious  and  monotonous  work  of  calculation  goes  steadily 
ou,  with  such  additions  as  new  discoveries  require. 

SURVEYS  FOB  IKTEHOCEANIC  CANAL. 

During  the  last  eight  years  the  Navy  have  been  also  employed  in  va* 
rious  explorations  and  surveys  in  Central  America  and  on  the  isthmos 
of  Panama,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  best  locality  for  a  ship-canal  to 
connect  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans.    We  have  made— 

1st.  A  sufficient  and  conclusive  examination  and  survey  of  the  isth* 
mus  of  Tehuan  tepee. 

2d.  An  instrumental  survey  locating  a  canal-route  from  the  vicinity 
of  Grey  town  via  Lake  Nicaragua,  the  Bio  del  Medio,  and  Bio  Grande  to 
Brito,  on  the  Pacific  coast.  In  this  vicinity  a  careful  examination  was 
made  of  other  routes  besides  the  one  chosen  in  order  to  select  the  best. 
These  surveys  extended  over  two  seasons,  and  estimates  for  the  entire 
post  of  labor  and  materials  have  been  submitted. 


H  - 
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3d.  A  survey  for  a  canal  from  the  harbor  of  Aspinwall  to  Panama 
along  the  line  of  the  railway,  with  approximate  estimates  of  cost. 

4th.  Two  attempts,  one  from  either  coast,  for  locating  a  canal-route 
between  the  Ohepo  Biver  and  the  Galf  of  San  Bias,  which  clearly  indi- 
cated the  impracticability  of  this  route. 

5th.  Attempts  were  made  in  the  vicinity  of  Caledonia  Bay  to  find  a 
route  for  a  canal,  but  even  with  a  tunnel  throngh  the  mountains  this 
route  was  at  once  seen  to  be  impracticable. 

6th.  Examinations  were  made  of  a  route  by  way  of  the  Tuyra  Biver 
and  the  valley  of  the  Atrato,  which  dispose  effectively  of  the  preten- 
sions of  Seuor  Gorgoza  and  others.  It  was  found  that  the  elevation  ot 
the  Pacific  watershed,  when  reached,  would  make  a  canal  here  simply 
impossible. 

7th.  An  instrumental  survey  was  made,  (involving  several  tentative 
lines,)  and  a  route  located  by  way  of  the  ITraba  Biver,  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Atrato,  and  by  way  of  the  Napipi  Biver  to  the  Pacific.  Plans  and 
estimates  have  been  submitted  for  this  route,  which  involve^  the  con- 
struction of  a  tunnel  as  well  as  conduits  for  water-supply.  This  work 
extended  over  three  seasons. 

The  Department  has  to  regret  that  no  appropriations  were  made  for 
the  publications  of  this  important  survey,  nor  for  that  of  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama,  equally  important  in  the  settlement  of  the  question  of  the 
best  location  for  an  interoceanio  canal. 

Although  this  work  does  not,  strictly  speaking,  come  within  the  scope 
of  the  ordinary  duties  of  naval  ofiScers,  it  has  been  performed  with  great 
zeal,  skill,  and  self-^devotion,  several  of  the  officers  employed  having 
seriously  injured  their  health  by  protracted  exposure  in  a  sickly  climate. 

DETERMINATION   OF  GEOGRAPHICAL  POSITIONS  IN  THE  WEST    INDIES 

AND  CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

Under  the  United  States  Hydrographic  Ofiice  and  the  bureau  of  Navi- 
gation, without  any  extra  appropriation,  a  commencement  has  been  most 
successfully  made  of  the  task  of  accurately  determining  points  to  which 
future  surveys  may  be  referred.  The  increased  accuracy  of  both  instru- 
ments and  methods  makes  the  errors  existing  in  geographical  positions, 
and  especially  in  their  longitudes,  no  longer  tolerable,  and  in  1874, 1875, 
and  187G  the  work  of  determining  exactly  the  latitudes  and  longitudes  of 
eleven  stations  in  the  West  Indies  and  Central  America  was  carried  out 
with  great  success.  This  work  has  met  with  the  cordial  appreciation  of 
men  of  science  both  of  our  own  country  and  abroad.  As  the  methods  and 
instruments  used  ar^  those  especially  employed  in  this  country,  it  is 
eminently  fit  that  the  work  so  successfully  begun  and  of  such  acknowl- 
edged importance  should  be  continued  along  the  coast  of  South  America. 
The  instruments,  outfit,  and  staff  of  officers  are  ready,  with  the  advan- 
tages of  experience  in  the  field,  and  the  work  can  be  carried  on  by  a  naval 
vessel  without  any  extra  appropriation. 
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P£^F.gS4  EXPLORATION. 

Muck  lias  also  been  accomplished  in  the  direction  of  deep-sea  explora- 
tioD.  lu  two  successive  cruises  of  the  United  States  steamer  Tuscaiora, 
with  a  view  of  laying  telegraphic  cables  in  the  Pacific,  lines  of  sounding 
were  made  first  between  California,  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  Japaa, 
under  the  command  of  Commander  G.  E.  Belknap,  and  between  the 
Sandwich  Islands  and  Australia,  under  command  of  Commander  J«  N. 
Miller.  During  the  first  cruise  no  less  than  483  soundings  were  made, 
and  on  the  second,  107  were  taken,  serial  temperatures  being  observed 
and  bottom-specimens  obtained. 

This  work  was  admirably  done  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  ofScers 
employed  in  it.  Deep-sea  soundings  between  Saint  Thom^;  West  Indies, 
and  C^^pe  Henry,  by  way  of  Bermuda,  have  also  beeu  0ade  by  the 
United  States  steamer  Gettysburg. 

THE  ABCTIC  EXPEDITION. 

The  Arctic  expedition  in  the  Polaris  was  also  conducted  under  the 
direction  of  the  Navy  Department;  its  history  is  too  generaUy  known  tp 
require  further  mention. 

HTDBOGEAPJST. 

The  United  States  Hydrographic  Office,  established  by  act  of  Ooq- 
gress  in  1866,  was  but  little  more  than  a  depot  df  purchased  charts  and 
books  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  until  1870,  from  which  time  its  steady 
advancement  may  be  dated.  With  but  a  small  force  of  dranghtsmtti  and 
engravers,  the  greater  portion  of  the  work  has  devolved  on  officers  of  the 
Navy.  It  has  been  the  endeavor  of  the  Navy  Department  to  foster  and 
increase  this  office,  so  important  to  our  commercial  and  naval  marine, 
and  to  place  it  as  quickly  as  possible  on  a  footing  with  similar  offices 
abroad.  In  the  short  interval  since  the  establishment  of  this  office, 
the  work,  as  directed  by  law^  of  preparing  sailing-direction  and  charts 
for  the  use  of  navigators,  has  been  diligently  carried  on,  the  office 
having  constructed,  compiled,  and  issneil  since  1870  twenty-five  dis- 
tinct volumes  of  Kailing-directious  and  437  charts.  Many  of  its  pub- 
lications are  now  viewed  as  standard  works,  and  its  charts  have  a<*.quired 
reputation  for  tlieir  correctness  and  for  the  information  which  they  con- 
tain. The  yearly  sales  of  charts  and  books  to  its  agents  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States  have  averaged  1,020  books  fortlie  puq)oses  of  naviga- 
tion and  5,030  charts,  besides  those  issued  to  naval  vessels  and  exchanges 
with  foreign  governments  for  their  latest  publications.  A  system  of  ex- 
changes of  hydrographic  information  with  the  hydrographic  ofiicos  of 
all  maritime  nations  has  been  so  perfected  that,  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  after  the  appearance  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and  in  any  Ian- 
"mage,  of  information  which  may  be  useful  in  aiding  the  navigator  to 

^ely  conduct  the  ship  under  bis  charge  to  it  destination,  it  is  pub- 
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lished  and  circulated  wherever  it  may  be  of  service.  In  this  work  the 
hydrographic  offices  of  Great  Britain,  France^  Germany,  Anstria,  Spain, 
Portugal,  Italy,  Holland,  Denmark,  Belgiam,  Sweden,  Bnsaia,  Brazil, 
and  Chili  unite  with  oar  own.  Since  1870, 449  hydrographic  notices  of 
changes  or  new  discoveries  in  the  earth's  snrface  have  been  issued,  as 
also  682  notices  to  mariners  of  alterations  in  artificial  aids  to  navigation, 
such  as  light-houses  and  buoys,  together  with  yearly-corrected  lists  of 
foreign  lights.  This  work  is  done  by  Navy  officers  and  requires  the 
translation  and  careful  examination  of  a  mass  of  material  brought  by 
every  maU. 

It  has  been  the  object  and  endeavor  of  the  Department  to  employ 
naval  vessels  as  far  as  their  duties  would  permit  in  surveys  and  in  such 
explorations  as  might  be  beneficial  to  navigation  and  to  science.  To  a 
certain  extent  it  has  been  enabled  to  accomplish  this  without  any  addi- 
tional appropriation.  Extensive  surveys,  however,  cannot  be  conducted 
without  a  small  special  appropriation. 

The  surveys  performed  under  the  auspices  of  the  Hydrographic 
Office,  though  fewer  in  number  than  would  have  been  made  with  the 
requested  appropriations,  have  been  important.  The  survey  of  the 
coasts  of  Lower  California  by  the  United  States  steamer  Narragansett 
afforded  the  first  accurate  delineation  of  these  coasts,  rapidly  growing 
in  commercial  importance ;  the  preliminary  charts  published  two  years 
since  by  this  office  were  at  once  copied  and  republished  by  both  German 
and  English  authorities.  With  the  exception  of  the  small  appropria- 
tion for  commencing  this  survey,  none  other  has  been  granted,  except- 
ing for  the  ordinary  work  of  the  office.  By  the  cruise  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Portsmouth,  the  list  of  doubtful  dangers  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean  was  somewhat  reduced  and  valuable  surveys  were  made  of  Wash- 
ington, Ohristmas,  Palmyra,  and  Fanning  Islands.  In  the  West  Indies 
several  rocks  and  shoals  marked  on  the  charts  as  doubtftil  were,  by  the 
assiduous  searches  made  by  the  United  States  ships  Kansas,  Shawmut, 
Nipsio,  Yandalia,  &c.,  proved  to  have  no  existence,  and  others  hereto- 
fore considered  as  doubtful  were  located  and  distinctly  established. 

The  coast  of  Mexico  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  Laguna  de  Terminos  has 
also  been  surveyed  by  the  United  States  ships  Wyoming  and  Fortune. 
In  this  survey,  in  addition  to  clearly  laying  down  the  coast-line  and  ad- 
jacent shoals,  the  approaches  to  the  coast  were  carefully  sounded  out  as 
£ar  off  shore  as  the  100-fathom  line. 

A  very  good,  though  not  extensive,  survey  of  the  approaches  to 
Montevideo  has  been  made  by  the  officers  of  the  United  States  ship 
Wasp,  and,  by  the  officers  of  tlie  United  States  ship  Pensacola,  surveys 
of  harbors  in  the  island  of  Hawaii.  Occasional  surveys  have  been 
made  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  by  the  officers  of  the  Uuited  States  ships 
Ossipee,  Jamestown,  Bicbmoud,  and  Omaha ;  in  the  East  Indies  by 
those  of  the  United  States  ships  Ashuelot  and  Iroquois ;  in  tlie  West 
Indies  by  the  United  Statep  ship  Oanandaigua,  and  within  the  Rio  de  la 
Plata  by  the  United  States  ship  Frolic 
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The  International  Exhibition  of  1875|  at  Santiago,  Ohili,  awarded  a 
first-class  medal  and  diploma  to  the  Hydrographic  Office  for  the  excel- 
lence of  its  publications,  as  also  one  to  the  hydrographer  under  whose 
snperintendence  these  publications  were  issued. 

HYDROGRAPHIC  OFFICE. 

Having  called  your  attention  to  the  creditable  and  satisfactory  pro- 
gress of  the  United  States  Hydrographic  Office,  to  the  ability  and  dili- 
gence  of  those  connected  with  it,  and  to  the  amount  of  valuable  practical 
work  there  accomplished  within  the  term  of  my  administration  of  the 
Navy  Department,  I  must  express  the  regret  of  the  Department  that 
even  the  very  limited  estimates  for  this  work  have  been  cut  down ; 
that  no  appropriation  has  been  given  for  the  continuance  of  the  survey 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  and  that  this  important  office,  with  its  valuable 
collection  of  charts,  books,  and  plates,  is  still  under  the  necessity  oi 
occupying  a  rented  building,  unsafe  and  inadequate  to  its  requirements. 
Owing  to  the  reduction  of  the  appropriation  for  printing,  this  office  is 
unable  to  issue  some  of  its  works  necessary  for  commerce,  and  many  of 
the  charts  of  the  coasts  and  gulf  of  Lower  California,  from  the  surveys 
made  by  the  United  States  ship  Narragansett,  are  as  yet  not  en- 
graved for  want  of  the  required  appropriation.  To  these  matters,  so 
important  to  our  maritime  interests,!  would  especially  ask  tJie  attention 
of  Congress.  During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  work  under  the  Hydrogra- 
phic Office  for  the  determination  of  longitades  through  the  West  India 
Islands  by  the  electric  telegraph,  by  Lieut.  Oomdr.  F.  M.  Green,  United 
States  Navy,  iu  the  United  States  ship  Getty sbnrgh,  has  been  com- 
pleted ;  the  stations  of  Key  West,  Havana,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  King- 
ston, (Jamaica,)  Aspinwall,  Panama,  San  Juan,  (Porto  Bico,)  Saint 
Thomas,  Santa  Cruz,  Saint  Pierre,  (Martinique,)  Bridgetown,  (Bar- 
bados,) and  Port  Spain  (Trinidad)  were  occupied,  the  measurements 
of  longitudes  being  made  from  Key  West,  the  position  of  which  had 
been  previously  carefully  determined  by  the  United  States  Coast  Survey. 
The  most  accurate  methods  known  were  used  in  determining  these 
positions,  the  latitudes  being  fixed  by  the  zenith  telescope  and  the 
longitudes  by  the  exchange  of  time-signals  through  the  submarine- 
telegraph  cables. 

The  success  of  this  work  has  fully  justified  the  expectations  formed 
of  it.  For  the  first  time  the  latitudes  and  longitudes  of  these  ishuids, 
so  much  visited  by  vessels  of  all  nations,  and  especially  by  those  of  the 
United  States,  have  been  fixed  so  decidely  as  not  to  admit  of  question. 
The  most  gratifying  cordiality  and  assistance  were  extended  to  the 
officers  engaged  in  this  work,  both  by  foreign  authorities  and  by  the 
officials  of  the  telegraph  companies.  The  observations  aro  now  Imng 
^H^mputed  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  will  be  published  as  soon  as  com- 
"d.     As  the  service  will  permit,  vessels  of  the  North  Atlantic 
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Bqnadron  will  be  employed  to  carry  the  longitade  chronometrically  to 
the  points  intermediate  between  the  several  established  stations. 

The  United  States  ship  Gettysburg  is  at  present  employed  in  ob- 
taining the  required  information  for  Parts  II  and  HI  of  the  Description 
of  the  Coasts  and  Islands  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  in  making  and  cor- 
recting snrveys  where  necessary.  For  a  statement  of  the  work  of  this 
office  since  my  last  report,  I  refer  yon  to  the  report  of  the  hydrographer 
to  the  chief  of  the  Bnrean  of  Navigation. 

ORDNANCE. 

When  the  war  closed,  the  armament  of  the  Navy  was  in  a  very  con. 
fased  and  nnsatisfiictory  state.  The  UBcessity  of  fitting  out  hurriedly 
irregular  vessels  had  pressed  into  service  all  the  obsolete  armament  on 
hand,  while  the  war  itself  had  developed  the  absolute  necessity  of  effi- 
cient rifle  armaments  for  any  navy  which  was  hereafter  to  contend  on 
equal  terms  with  the  ships  of  hostile  powers.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, notwithstanding  the  requirements  of  a  rigorous  economy  in 
this  expensive  branch,  and  the  desire  to  utilize  the  means  on  hand, 
which  was  proper  and  required  after  the  drain  of  a  great  war,  I  have 
endeavored,  as  far  as  possible,  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  general  system 
of  progress  in  our  ordnance,  and  to  carry  it  as  far  forward  as  possible 
in  its  most  pressing  and  least  expensive  particulars.  During  my  term 
of  office  there  has  been  introduced  a  uniform  system  of  breech -loading 
small-arms,  a  suppIyofGatling  guns,  with  the  carriages  and  equipment 
adapted  to  their  use  ashore  and  afloat 

A  system  of  breech-loading  howitzers  has  also  been  devised,  and  is 
now  issued  to  the  service.  An  entire  rifle  armament  of  8-inch  guns,  with 
suitable  mechanical  carriages,  has  been  placed  on  board  the  Trenton,  the 
first  in  our  Navy.  Successful  experiments  have  been  made  for  the  con- 
version of  our  supply  of  Parrott  rifles  into  breech-loaders,  as  the  only 
means  of  arming  our  small  vessels,  of  little  beam,  with  guns  efficient 
in  modem  naval  warfare;  and  many  other  exi>eriments  have  been  made 
in  this  direction,  which  have  demonstrated  the  possibility  of  most  favor- 
able results,  if  properly  pursued. 

The  torpedo-school  has  been,  under  the  able  officers  and  professors 
charged  with  its  direction,  a  most  valuable  school  for  practice  and  in- 
struction in  what  I  believe  to  be  a  most  useful  and  inexx)ensive  adjunct 
to  our  means  of  offensive  and  defensive  warfare,  and  destined  to  play  a 
great  part  in  all  future  naval  wars. 

The  subject  of  gunpowder  has  also  received  much  attention,  and  suc- 
cessful experiments  have  been  made  to  determine  the  necessary  elements 
of  its  best  manufacture,  to  the  end  that  we  may  have  it  of  uniform 
and  safe  quality.  Most  of  the  accidents  which  befell  our  rifled  cannon 
were  due  to  the  unsuitable  powder  which,  under  the  pressure  of  war,  we 
were  forced  to  procure  from  all  sources,  without  time  for  the  experi« 
mental  tests  necessary  to  determine  the  quality  proper  for  these  guns . 
then  newly  introduced. 
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NAVY-YARDS. 

I  beg  to  renew  the  recommendations  made  in  my  snccessire  annual 
reports  in  reference  to  onr  navy -yards  and  stationSi  and  to  nrge  that 
their  resources  may  be  increased,  and  that  safficient  appropriatiODS  may 
be  made  to  keep  them  in  thorough  repair,  and  ready  for  any  emergency 
which  may  arise. 

The  sum  of  $760,000  for  maintenance  and  $500,000for  repaurs  and  pres- 
ervation of  all  the  navy-yards  and  stations  was  appropriated  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876.  This  amount  was  carefully  allotted 
to  the  dififerent  yards  and  stations  according  to  their  relative  impor- 
tance and  necessities,  and  has  been  judiciously  expended. 

At  the  Boston,  New  York,  Norfolk,  and  Pensacola  navy-yards  little 
has  been  accomplished  beyond  keeping  the  docks,  workshops,  and  piers 
in  a  fair  state  of  repair. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  thorough 
repairs  should  be  made  at  the  navy-yards  named ;  but  the  appropriation 
is  so  inadequate  for  the  amount  of  work  necessary  to  be  done,  that  only 
minor  reparations  can  be  attended  to,  and,  consequently,  largely  in- 
creased appropriations  will  be  indispensable  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1878. 

NetD  Ltyndan,  Conn, — At  the  naval  station,  New  London,  there  has 
been  expended  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  for  maintenance  of  station,  for 
grading  the  site,  for  completing  store-house,  repairs  to  wharf,  and  for 
the  erection  of  stables,  blacksmith-shop,  and  watch-house,  the  sum  of 
$55,717.07. 

League  Island^  Pa, — By  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress,  the  old  navy- 
yard  at  Philadelphia  was  sold  at  public  auction  on  the  2d  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1875.  Prior  to  the  sale,  arrangements  bad  been  made  for  the 
removal  of  all  material,  stores,  and  other  public  property  fh)m  the 
navy-yard  to  League  Island.  Temporary  wooden  buildings  had  been 
provided  for  the  reception  of  the  stores,  and  the  Philadelphia  navy- 
yard  was  delivered  to  the  purchaser  upon  the  day  specified  in  the  tenna 
of  sale. 

Since  the  removal  of  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  to  League  Island 
much  work  has  been  done  in  deepening  the  back-channel  and  fllling-in, 
building  foundations,  the  superstructures  of  which  will  be  partially,  and 
in  some  instances  wholly,  erected  from  old  material  removed  from  the 
Philadelphia  navy-yard ;  and  there  are  now  in  process  of  constmetioD, 
under  contract,  extension  of  main  wharf,  foot  of  Broad  street ;  cause- 
way  across  back  channel ;  storage  and  mold  loft ;  extension  of  wharf 
No.  2 ;  and  completion  of  steapi^engineering  building ;  and  by  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  temporary  machine-shop  for  Boreau  of  Steam- 
Bngineering;  temporary  blacksmith-shop  for  Bureau  of  OonstractioQ 
and  Repair ;  foundations  for  officers'  quarters  neariy  finished,  and  the 
buildings  themselves  will  be  commenced  in  the  spring. 

At  Maze  Island  the  buildings  have  been  kept  in  repahr,  and  the 


REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY.      589 

appropriation  for  tbo  stone  dry-dock  has  been  advantageonsly  expended. 
GThe  sam  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877,  for  the 
continaance  of  the  work  upon  the  dry-dock,  is  merely  safficient  to  pre- 
vent deterioration  of  work  already  accomplished,  to  keep  in  repair  the 
cofferdam,  and  to  have  a  small  reserve  in  hand  in  case  of  any  nnfore- 
seen  accident. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  five  commissioned  officers,  ordered  by  Con- 
gress "  to  examine  fully  and  determine  whether  any  of  the  navy-yards 
can  be  dispensed  with,"  &c.,  will  be  forwarded  when  received. 

I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  estimates  of  the  Boreaa  of  Yards  and 
Docks,  and  to  say  that  in  consequence  of  the  insufficient  appropriations 
of  the  past  few  years  the  sums  asked  for,  although  largely  in  excess  of 
the  appropriation  for  the  last  and  present  fiscal  years,  are  indeed  less 
than  true  economy  and  the  needs  of  the  service  demand. 

CENTENNIAL   EXHIBITION. 

The  naval  exhibits  at  the  United  States  Centennial  Exhibition,  which 
opened  May  10  and  closed  November  10,  were  under 'charge  of  Bear- 
Admiral  Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  assisted  by  some  other  officers  of  the 
Navy,  detailed  in  connection  with  the  different  bureaus  represented 
there.  For  a  better  understanding  of  the  extent  of  the  exhibit  I  refer 
you  to  the  synopsis  of  the  classes  of  articles  displayed,  which  will  be 
found  in  the  appendix,  and  to  the  following  extracts  from  Bear- Admiral 
Jenkinses  report  to  the  Department : 

Without  prMaming  to  pass  Jadgment  upon  the  profeMional  or  popular  estimate  m 
mere  exhibits  of  the  articles  and  objects  arranged  in  the  nayal  section  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  baUding,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  tliat  the  opinions  of  aU  classes  of  personSy  so 
far  as  I  have  heard,  haye  been  most  favorablej  and  greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  Naval 
Department  and  naval  serrioe  of  the  country. 

On  the  5th  of  May  (five  days  in  advance  of  the  formal  opening  of  the  Exhibition;  Vb» 
exhibits  in  the  naval  section  were  arranged  and  in  the  main  labeled  in  English,  French, 
and  German,  showing  sections,  classes,  numbers,  names,  and  description  of  each  object. 
A  catalogue,  embracing  every  object  on  exhibition,  was  prepared  and  widely  distrib- 
uted among  the  different  foreign  oommissioners  and  the  repieaentatiTes  of  the  different 
States  and  Teiritories  of  the  United  States. 

A  few  weeks  prior  to  the  close  of  the  Exhibition,  the  very  unique  and  highly*inter- 
esting  exhibits  presented  by  His  Mijesty  the  King  of  Siam  to  the  United  States  through 
Rear- Admiral  Reynolds,  (commanding  the  Asiatic  station,)  and  the  Navy  D^artment, 
were  received  at  the  Government  building,  and  within  a  week  these  curious,  wonder- 
inspiring  articles  were  all  arranged  in  oases  and  on  tahka,  aU  properly  labeled,  and  a 
catalogue  made  out. 

I  trust  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that,  whatever  may  have  been  tho 
misgivings  as  to  probable  success,  in  the  outset  of  the  undertaking,  the  naval  exhibit 
at  tho  International  Centennial  Exhibit  of  1876  has  been  most  creditable  to  the  Navy. 

COALING-STATION,  SAINT  MARY'S  RIVER,  MARYLAND. 

On  the  13lh  of  April,  1874,  the  Honse  of  Representatives  passed  a 
reaolation  directing  me  to  appoint  a  board  of  naval  officers  to  inqoire 
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as  to  the  expediency  of  establishing^  at  the  harbor  of  the  Saint  Mary's 
Bi ver,  Maryland,  a  naval  coaling-station.  On  the  14th  of  Jannary,  1875, 
I  submitted  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  the  report  of  said  board 
of  naval  officers  for  the  consideration  and  action  of  Oongress.  I  now 
have  the  honor  to  call,  through  you,  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
same  subject  for  such  action  as  they  may  think  fit.  If  the  coaling-statioD 
is  to  be  established,  an  appropriation  of  (10,000  will  be  needed! 

NAVY  PENSION-FUND. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  and  yearly  amount  of 
pensions  of  the  Navy  on  the  rolls  June  30, 187G,  and  the  amount  which 
was  paid  during  that  fiscal  year : 


o 

r 

8 


Nary  invalids 

Xavy  widows  ami  otberH. 


Total 


1.C43 
1,744 


3,387 


g 

1^ 


3 


$183,716 

887,796 


471,442 


liii 


•187,  lat  7S 
309,330  3» 


496,471  U 


ESTIMATES  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1875,  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  applicable 
to  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1870,  was  $18,301,731 .27.  The  actual 
expenditure  of  these  appropriations  during  that  period,  namelyi  ftom 
July  1, 1876,  to  June  30, 1870,  was  $17,937,354.72,  or  about  $364,376.56 
less  than  the  whole  amount. 

The  appropriations  available  for  the  present  year,  commencing  July 
1, 1876,  arc,  in  the  aggregate,  $12,961,790.90.  The  whole  amount  of 
these  appropriations  drawn,  up  to  the  1st  of  the  current  month,  was 
$7,879,757.19.  From  this  may  be  deducted  the  amount  in  the  hands  of 
the  paymasters  and  agents  of  the  Government  and  the  amounts  re* 
funded  during  the  period  above  mentioned,  which  will  reduce  the  amount 
of  these  appropriations  actually  expended  since  the  commencement  of 
this  fiscal  year,  and  during  the  working-months,  to  less  than  $7,000,000. 
A  statement  of  the  monthly  expenditure  of  these  appropriations  since 
July  1, 1875,  is  hereto  annexed  and  will  make  part  of  this  report  The 
estimates  for  the  general  maintenance  of  the  Navy  for  the  next  year  are 
as  follows : 

PayofofflcorsaDdfioamenof  the  Navy $J,:)00,000  00 

Pay  of  civil  ostablishmcut  in  navy-yards 20&,lK^i  00 

Ordnanco  and  Torpedo  Corps 44&,{>75  00 

Coal,  bomp,  and  eqaipmenta 1,S50,000  00 

Navigation  and  navigation  suppHeA Ifl't^lZUi^l 

''X)graphio  work 89,800  00 
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Naval Obaervatory,  Nautical  Almanac,  Ac |54,200  00 

Repairs  and  preservation  of  vessels,  &c 3,300,000  00 

Bteam-maohinery,  tools,  &4i 2,000,000  00 

Provisions  and  clothing 1,403,721  85 

RopaixB  of  hospitals  and  laboratories 40,000  00 

Sorgeons'  necessaries 40,000  00 

Contingent  expenses  of  various  departments  and  bureaus 351, 000  00 

Naval  Academy : 199,262  40 

Support  of  Marino  Corps 905,769  00 

Naval  Asylum,  Philadelphia 63,597  00 

Maintenance  of  yards  and  docks 862,029  00 

18,646,012  69 

Tho  omoant  estimated  for  new  bnildingd  and  tbe  repairs  and  improve- 
ments necessary  at  the  various  navy-yards,  stations,  and  hospitals  is 
$2,908,690. 

There  is  also  submitted  by  tbe  Bureau  of  Ordnance  an  estimate  for 
the  sum  of  $775,500^  deemed  necessary  to  provide  the  proper  armament 
for  our  large  iron-clads  and  other  ships  now  being  fitted  for  sea.  This 
shows  an  aggregate  sum  of  about  $300,000  less  than  the  amount  which 
was  asked  for  last  year  for  like  purposes. 

How  small  these  appropriations  of  less  than  $13,000,000  really  are  for 
the  carrying  on  of  our  naval  service  at  this  time  will  be  seen  by  compar- 
ing them  with  the^naval  appropriations  made  in  1856,  ($15,701,968.49;) 
in  1857,  ($14,125,434.55;)  in  1858,  ($13,109,359.36,)  and  in  1859,  ($15,987,- 
079.49,)  a  period  when  the  Ifavy  consisted  of  only  about  50  sailing- 
vessels,  with  a  dozen  side- wheel  steamers,  and  abotit  the  same  number 
of  screw-vessels,  against  the  23  sailing-ships  and  123  steamers  now  on 
the  register ;  when  our  motive-power  was  the  free  wind  of  heaven,  and 
our  ships  were  not  supplied  with  expensive  steam-machinery  of  great 
weight,  occupying  great  space  on  shipboard,  and  required  neither  the 
large  supply  of  fuel,  appliances,  and  material  necessary  to  the  use  of 
this  machinery,  nor  the  numerous  body  of  officers  and  men  employed  to 
prepare,  operate,  and  preserve  it ;  when  armored  ships  were  unknown, 
and  the  armaments  of  our  most  i>owerful  cruisers  consisted  principally 
of  32  and  64-i>ounders,  against  200-pound  rifles  and  15-inch  guns  of  these 
times ;  when  the  materials  and  supplies  for  naval  use  were  comparatively 
cheap;  when  skilled  labor  was  not  half  its  present  price,  and  its  working- 
hours  had  not  been  reduced  by  one-fifth;  and  when  the  pay-roll  of  the 
Kavy  had  not  assumed  half  its  present  proi>ortions,  and  contained  but 
few  invalids  and  no  reserve-list. 

But  however  small  the  appropriations  may  be,  it  is  nevertheless  the 
duty  of  the  Department  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  the  service  upon  the 
same  scale,  as  fiEir  as  it  can  be  done  within  the  provisions  of  existing 
laws.  This  it  has  endeavored  to  do,  though  it  is  not  often  economical 
nor  always  possible,  to  confine  the. expenses  of  a  military  establishment 
within  fixed  and  unyielding  limits.  This  is  especially  the  case  with  the 
naval  service,  scattered  all  over  the  globe,  often  at  the  mercy  of  the 
natural  elements,  and  always  liable  to  international  conditions,  which 
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neither  the  Department  nor  the  Government  oan  foresee;  for  which  they 
are  not  responsible,  and  which  they  can  neither  direct  nor  control. 
In  endeavoriDg  to  adapt  itself  to  this  necessity,  the  Department  haa 
been  crippled  in  carrying  on  mnch  important  work  which  was  already 
in  progress,  and  which  is  rendered  more  expensive  by  this  delay;  and 
it  haa  also  been  constraiDed  to  pat  in  force  upon  the  service  generally  the 
provisions  of  Taw  which  authorized  it  to  place  officers  on  <<  furlough-pay.^ 
The  power  of  Congress  to  limit  the  appropriations  for  <^  pay"  to  the 
requirements  of  this  provision  of  existing  law,  and  the  power  and  duly 
of  the  Department,  when  so  limited,  to  put  the  provision  in  force,  will 
hardly  be  questioned  by  any  one  who  can  bring  to  the  consideration 
of  the  subject  an  unbiased  legal  judgment. 

That  the  intent  of  Congress  was  so  to  limit  the  appropriations  is  un> 
questionable,  in  view  of  their  statements,  debates,  and  actions  at  the 
time,  and  of  the  fact  that  they  were  fully  informed,  that  the  appiopria* 
tions  made  upon  this  principle  would  impose  upon  the  Department  the 
duty  of  carrying  out  the  spirit  of  their  legislation,  as  far  as  it  ooold  be 
done  under  the  law  as  it  stood  on  the  statute-book,  rather  than  to  make 
a  deficiency  by  disregarding  their  action  and  its  intent.  The  *< pay" 
provided  by  these  provisions,  however,  was  not  adapted  to  the  oircom* 
stances  and  necessities  of  the  present  times,  and  they  had  grown  obeo* 
lete  in  practice,  except  for  the  purpose  of  punishment  ;*and  whatever  was 
their  original  intent,  they  cannot  now  be  enforced  upon  the  service  as  a 
whole  without  great  inconvenience  and  privation  to  officers  and  their 
families,  entailing,  in  many  instances,  personal  hardship  which,  in  the 
case  of  the  deserving,  amounts  almost  to  absolute  iivjastioe. 

You  are  fully  aware  how  disagreeable  this  duty  was  to  the  Depart* 
ment ;  but  you  understood,  also,  how  it  had  no  alternative  but  to  dis* 
charge  it.  Burdensome  as  its  effect  has  been  to  the  naval  service,  I 
am  gratified  to  be  able  to  say  that  It  has  been  received  by  the  officers 
generally  with  dignity  and  courage.  There  has  been  some  fault-finding 
and  some  foolish  criticism ;  but  the  fault-finding,  as  far  as  I  am  informed, 
has  been  confined  to  those  who  have  been  least  affected,  and  who,  in  the 
present  as  in  the  past,  have  the  least  cause  to  complain  of  the  fkvor  of 
the  Government  or  the  action  of  the  Department.  Those  who  are  charged 
with  the  burdens  of  official  duty  must  expect  always  to  meet  the  criti- 
cism  of  that  class,  who,  without  consideration  or  responsibility  them- 
selves, are  ever  ready  to  question  the  motives  and  actions  of  others. 

After  careful  consideration  of  this  subject,  being  convinced  that  Con- 
gress, when  they  fully  understand  it,  will  have  no  real  desire  to  with- 
hold from  any  branch  of  the  service  the  pay  which  would  aocrue 
to  it  under  the  ordinary  operations  of  the  laws  and  customs  governing 
the  action  of  the  Department,  and  will  not  wish  to  deprive  well- 
deserving  officers,  whose  lives  are  consecrated  to  their  country's  servioe, 
and  to  whom  no  personal  fault  is  imputed,  of  the  means  for  the  proper 
support  and  education  of  their  families,  I  have,  besides  the  ordinaiy 
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estimates  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  submitted  an  additional  one  for  the 
sum  of  $1,650,000,  to  snpply  the  inevitable  deficiency  in  the  ^<pay" 
appropriation,  and  to  enable  the  Department  to  rescind  its  order  placing 
all  unemployed  officers  on  <<  furlough-pay,''  and  to  make  up  to  those  who 
have  been  or  may  be  so  reduced,  without  fault  on  their  part,  the  amount 
of  pay  which  they  would  otherwise  have  received.  Congress  will  be 
earnestly  pressed  to  make  this  provision,  and  if  they  do  so,  the  Depart- 
ment will  have  great  gratification  in  carrying  it  out;otherwise  the  serv- 
ice and  the  Department  will  have  no  alternative  but  to  submit  to  the 
deficiency  and  the  reduction  which  it  entails. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  this  last  opportunity  to  again  express  my  sense 
of  the  many  and  heavy  obligations  which  I  am  under  to  the  experienced 
officers  and  clerks  employed  in  the  Department  and  elsewhere  in  its 
service^  and  to  the  officers  of  the  Navy  as  a  dass,  for  their  constant 
assistance  in  the  discharge  of  the  many  difficult  and  responsible  duties 
which  have  devolved  upon  me  during  my  term  of  office.  If  anything 
of  good  has  been  accomplifibed,  it  is  to  them  that  the  oowtry  is  largdy 
indebted. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


Exhibit  of  expenditure  chargeable  to  Kavy  appropriations. 


Date. 


Drawn. 


SeAinded. 


Aftprvpriqtiona  for  187S-*7Q. 

1975. 

Jnly *. 

Aoipist 

September 

October 

November ,..., 

Vvosaif^r,., 

1876. 

January « 

February 

March 

AP^'-« 

Mjiy 

JM»f-'* 

Total 

AppropriatioM  /or  1976-'77. 

1876. 

Joly 

Angast 

September 

Ootolior 

Total 


13,064,503  07 
9,689,458  45 
3,849,096  85 
8.794,643  50 
S^ 819,384  78 
1,7^399  68 


1,178,090  43 
1.570^730  39 
966,006  30 
'763,154  00 
749,300  09 
660,738  99 


91,973,596  97 


$3  76 

11.000  00 
14,166  54 

489,043  47 
45,334  87 

714, 413  60 


593.996  49 
553,918  46 
914,516  10 
114.954  31 
595.437  50 
933,957  05 


3,435,909  95 


9;  438, 046  84 
1.661,661  14 
8,304,514  59 
1,475^519  69 


l^tW  19 


3,960  50 

80,425  43 

95. 198  75 

111,  789  96 


m,mH 


13,064,400  31 
9,878^496  45 
9;  897, 660  71 
1^941,700  19 
1^767,040  91 
I^QISKSPO 


655,00  01 
^014.611  93 
753,560  99 
648,890  09 
983,961  43 
447,481  87 


17,937,354  79 


9.434.706  34 
1.641,935  71 
9,979,385  77 
1,363^793  43 


7.71(1SI» 


1876. 

Angoot  31.  Appropriation-warrant  No.  290,  1877 $12,688,817  90 

Appropriation-warrant  No.  291, 1877 220,000  00 

Navitf  AojlHBi,  PkitodiilpUla,  P».,  1577 52,973  00 


12,061^790  90 


BTATEMENT  OF  CHABAOTEK  AND  CONDITION  OP  NAVY 

VESSELS  1869  TO  1876. 

NiAG ABA.— Auxiliary  steam-power,  la  1870  commenced  repairs  with 
a  view  to  making  this  vessel  an-  efflcibnt  war-vessel,  by  chaiigiug  the 
line  of  gan  and  l^rth  decks,  iron-plating  her  sides  near  the  water-line, 
and  making  new  boilers  and  machinery.  It  was  ascertained,  however, 
that  the  cost  of  these  alterations  and  repairs  would  be  over  one  million 
dollars,  nud  that  a  new  vessel  could  be  built  for  less  money  which  would 
6ii 
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be  ii)  all  respects  superior  to  her  when  completed.  Her  repairs  were, 
therefore,  stopped,  and  she  remains  in  ordinary. 

CoNNEGTiouT. — ^Bailt  of  white  oak,  bat  never  launched.  At  present 
she  is  somewhat  rotten,  bat  coald  be  made  s^rviceable  for  a  year's  cruise 
in  six  months,  althougn  at  great  cost 

Iowa. — ^White-oak  vessel.  Was  tested  as  to  speed  and  found  very 
fast.  She  is  now  quite  rotteny  aud  will  have  to  be  repaired  before  going 
to  sea. 

Java. — ^Built  of  white  oak,  and  in  same  condition  as  Connecticut. 

New  YoB^.-^Frame  of  live-oak;  of  good  design  and  in  good  pres- 
ervation. 

Pennsylvania. — Built  of  white  oak,  and  in  same  condition  as  the 
Connecticut 

BusQTTEHANNA. — ^Bcpairs  commenced  with  a  view  to  chajiging  her 
from  a  side- wheel  to  a  screw  ship,  but  the  cost,  after  tsJ^ing  off  rotten 
wood,  was  estimated  to  be  above  the  amount  required  for  the  building 
of  a  vessel  of  a  superior  i>ower  and  of  modern  design ;  consequently 
the  repairs  were  stopped  and  the  vessel  was  placed  in  ordinary. 

Colorado. — Auxiliary  steam-i>ower.  In  1869  in  ordinary.  In  1871- 
'72,  flag-ship  on  Asiatic  station.  In  1873-74,  laid  up.  In  1875,  flag- 
ship on  Korth  Atlantic  station.  In  1876,  school  and  practice  ship. 
Requires  repairs,  but  is  in  good  condition  for  one  year's  service. 

Franklin.— Auxiliary  steam-power.  In  1871,'72,  and  '73,  flag-ship 
on  European  station.  In  1874-'75,  laid  up.  In  1876,  flag-ship  on  Euro- 
pean station.    Has  been  repaired  several  times  since  1869. 

Minnesota.— Auxiliary  steam-power.  In  1870, 1871, 1872, 1873, 1874, 
and  1875,  repairing.  In  1876,  put  in  commission  as  practice-ship.  Re- 
pairs have  been  very  costly. 

Wabash. — Auxiliary  steam-power.  In  1871,  extensively  repaired. 
In  1872,  put  in  commission  as  flag-ship  on  European  station.  In  1874- 
'75,  laid  up.  In  1876,  practice-ship.  Has  been  extensively  repaired  at 
great  cost  since  1869. 

Florida. — ^Live-oak  ship.  Has  been  tested  and  found  to  be  very 
fast  Has  done  no  service  since,  and  will  have  to  be  repaired  before 
going  to  sea. 

Tennessee. — Live-oak  frame.  In  1869,  was  found  to  need  repairs, 
and  tiiat  her  steam-power  could  be  much  improved.  The  repairs,  which 
were  found  to  be  very  expensive,  were  made  and  machinery  improved. 
In  1875,  was  sent  to  sea  as  flag-ship  on  the  Asiatic  station,  and  has 
proved  to  be  a  very  superior  vessel. 

Antietam.— In  1869,  on  the  stocks,  and  about  two-thirds  finished. 
Previous  to  moving  the  navy-yard  to  League  Island,  she  was  offered  for 
sale  at  auction,  but  the  price  offered  was  considered  inadequate,  and  she 
was  calked,  launched,  and  fitted  for  equipment  store-ship.  Is  built  of 
white  oak,  and  her  timbers  are  a  little  rotten.  Can  be  used  as  a  store- 
ship,  but  is  not  considered  worth  putting  engines  in. 

Delaware. — In  1869-'70,  was  flag-ship  on  Asiatic  station,  and  upon 
returning  to  the  United  States,  in  1870,  was  found  to  be  very  rotten,  and 
the  estimated  cost  of  repairs  to  her  was  considered  above  the  cost  of 
building  a  new  and  superior  vessel.  She  has  been  offered  for  side  at 
auction,  but  the  sum  offered  was  considered  inadequate,  and  she  remains 
in  ordinary. 

Lancaster.— Auxiliary  steam-power.  Was  repaired  in  1869-'70,  and 
during  the  latter  year  was  sent  to  the  South  Atlantic,  remaining  on  that 
duty  until  the  present  year,  when  she  returned  to  the  United  States. 
Upon  her  arrival  the  usual  survey  was  made,  when  the  cost  of  repairs, 

35  Ab 
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m  estimated,  was  nearly  a  milliou  of  dollars.    A  new  vesari,  of  modem 
design,  conld  be  built  for  less  money. 

Brooklyn. — Auxiliary  steam-power.  In  1869,  was  laid  up.  Repaired 
in  1870.  Was  at  sea  during  1871  and  1872 ;  returned  in  1873.  Repaired 
and  sent  to  sea,  !N^orth  Atlantic  fleet,  1874.  In  1875,  was  in  the  South 
Atlantic  fleet,  returning  in  1876.  Was  put  in  ordinary,  and  requires 
repairs. 

Pensacol  A. — Auxiliary  steam-power.  In  1869,  was  flagship  of  If ortb 
Pacific  squadron.  Was  repaired  in  1870  and  1871,  at  a  cost  of  over  one 
million  dollars,  and  has  since  that  time  been  flagship  in  South  and  North 
Pacific  squadrons. 

Habtfobdu — ^Auxiliary  steam-power.  In  1869,  was  laid  up,  and  in 
1870-'71-'72  was  extensively  repaired.  Since  that  time  has  been  flag* 
ship  of  Asiatics  and  North  Atlantic  squadrons. 

BiOHMOND. — Auxiliary  steam-power.  In  1869,  was  fitting  out  and 
was  put  in  commission  in  1870.  Has  been  in  commission  ever  since  that 
time,  although  at  times  under  repair. 

GoNGBEBS.— Built  of  wluto  oak.  In  1869  laid  up.  Was  put  in  com- 
mission in  1870,  and  joined  the  North  Atlantic  squadron.  Waa  on  spe- 
cial servi<^  in  1872,  and  in  1873,  '74,  and  '75  was  in  European  sqnadroD. 
Returned  in  1876.  Has  been  put  out  of  commission  and  surveyetL 
Cost  of  repairs  is  considered  too  large  for  a  white-oak  vessel  of  h^  value 
whe^  completed ;  consequently  will  be  sold  or  broken  up. 

SEVSBN.—White^ak  built  vessel.  In  1869,  laid  up.  In  1870  and  1871, 
was  flag-ship  of  North  Atlantic  fleet,  and  since  that  time  has  not  been 
in  service.  Upon  survey  she  was  found  to  be  very  rotten  and  unfit  for 
repair.  She  has  been  offered  for  sale  at  auction,  but  the  price  bid  was 
considered  inadequate. 

WoBOESTBR. — ^Built  of  White  oak.  In  ordinary  in  1869.  Was  oom* 
pleted  in  1871,  and  waa  flag-ship  of  North  Atlantic  fleet  in  1872, 73, 74, 
and  75.  Is  now  used  as  a  receiving-ship.  Is  considered  too  rotten 
for  repair. 

Powhatan.— Live-oak.  In  1869,  was  flag-ship  of  South  Pacific  squad- 
ron. Laid  up  in  1S70  and  in  1871-*72.  Put  in  commission  in  1872  on 
special  service,  and  has  been  so  employed  up  to  the  present  tima 

AiJlSKA.-— Live-oak.  Completed  in  1869.  Was  put  in  oommission  in 
1870,  and  joined  Asiatic  squadron.  In  1873,  was  repaired  and  joined 
the  European  station,  returning  for  repairs  1876. 

Bbnicu.— Built  of  live-oak.  Completed  in  1869,  aud  joined  the 
Asiatic  fleet  in  1870.  Uemaiued  on  that  station  until  1873,  when  she 
was  employed  in  the  North  Pacific  fleet  until  1875,  and  then  put  out  of 
commission  for  repair. 

Omaha.— Built  of  live-oak.  Completed  in  1872  and  joined  the  South 
Pacific  squadron  tbe  same  year.  Has  been  employed  in  that  squadron 
until  the  present  time. 

Plymouth.— Built  of  live-oak,  Bepaired  in  1869.  Joined  European 
fleet  iu  1871.  Beturned  in  1873  and  was  laid  up  for  repair.  Bepaired 
in  1874,  and  has  been  up  to  the  present  time  employed  in  North  Atlantic 
fleet. 

Lackawanna.— Built  of  live-oak.  In  1869,  was  employed  in  North 
Pacific  tleet.  Bepaired  in  3870,  71,  aud  -72,  and  in  1873,  '74,  and  75 
was  iu  the  Asiatic  squadrou.    In  1876,  joined  the  North  Pacific  fleet, 

TicoNDEROGA. — Livcoak built.    Iu  1869,  was  in  the  European  squad- 
ron, aud  was  very  extensively  repaired  iu  1870  and  '71.    Joined  the 
South  Atlautic  fleet  iu  1872  and  the  North  Atlantic  fleet  iu  1874.    Ke- 
rned in  1875,  and  has  since  thea  been  laid  up  for  repair. 


REPOET   OP  THE   CHSCBETASY   OP  THE   NAVY.  547 

MONONGAHELA. — ^Livc-oak  built.  lo  1869  was  in  ordinarj.  Was  re- 
paired at  very  great  cost  and  joined  tbe  Soath  Atlantic  fleet  in  1674. 
Betaroed  and  pat  in  coonnission  as  praotioe-Tesael  in  1876. 

8HENANB0  AH.— LiTeK>ak  built.  Itetomed  firosi  a  cruise  in  1869.  Was 
thoroughly  repaired  iu  1870  and  joined  the  Enropean  fleet.  Beinaiued 
on  that  station  until  1874,  when  Ae  was  laid  up  lor  repair. 

JtmtATA. — ^Liveoak  ship*  Bepairing  in  1889.  Joined  £ar(^)eaa  fleet 
in  1871,  remaining  on  that  duty  until  1873,  when  she  was  ordered  to  look 
Hdt  the  Polaris.  Sent  to  the  European  fleet  in  1874.  Eetumed  in  1876, 
and  was  laid  up  for  repair. 

OssiPEE.— Live-oak  ship.  In  North  Padflo  squadron  in  1869,  '70,  '71, 
and  '72.  Employed  in  that  and  on  South  Pacific  sti^on.  Bepaii^  in 
l^r3  and  1874.  Joined  the  North  Atlantic  atatmi,  where  she  remains 
at  the  present  time. 

QmNNEBAua— Whiteoak  ship.  In  Sooth  Atlantic  squadron  1869 
and  'TO,  and  in  1871  her  repairs  were  coBBunenced.  I^  repairs  weie 
found  to  be  so  extensive  and  coatly  that  it  was  denned  to  be  for  the  in* 
terest  of  the  Government  to  change  the  white-oak  frame  for  live-oak,  and 
thus  increase  her  capaci^  and  speed.  This  was  done,  and  altboufih  the 
repairs  have  not  been  folly  completed,  atae  can  be  made  ready  for  sea  in 
a  short  time. 

SwATAJiA. — White-oak  sh^i.  In  European  squadron  in  1869,  repaired 
in  1870,  and  in  North  Atlantic  fleet.  Extensive  repairs  were  foimd  to 
be  required,  and  in  1872  they  were  oommenoed.  The  needed  repairs 
were  found  to  be  very  extensive,  and  it  was  considered  to  be  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  Qov^nment  that  her  frame  shoald  be  made  of  live*oak 
timber  instead  of  white  oak,  insuring  greater  durability.  It  became 
necessary  in  carrying  out  this  idea  to  increase  her  capacity,  which  was 
done  sufficiently  to  increase  her  speed  and  flghting-power.  She  was 
completed  and  sent  on  q>eeial  aervioe  witii  the  e^qpedition  to  witness  the 
transit  of  Venus  in  1874,  ttid  sinee  tiiat  time  has  been  attached  to  the 
North  Atlantic  fleet.  The  highest  expectations  of  her  good  qualities 
have  been  realised,  and  die  has  proved  to  be  one  of  the  best  vessds  of 
her  4da8s  in  the  Navy. 

Galsna. — ^Bep^urs  oommenoed  in  1870 ;  was  found  in  the  aame  con- 
dition as  the  Swatara,  and  the  same  changes  were  made.  Her  r^airs 
aie  not  yet  completed,  hut  Ae  coidd  be  made  ready  for  sea  in  three 
months. 

Yandalia Sailing-ship.    Was  receiving-ship  in  1869  to  1871.    Was 

converted  into  a  steamship  of  the  Swatara  class,  and  put  in  commission 
in  1875.  The  reports  speak  of  her  excell«it  qualities  as  a  wcaidng  and 
fighting  vessel. 

Mabion. — Was  practice  sailing- Aip  at  Naval  Academy  in  1869, 1870, 
and  1871.  Was  converted  into  a  screw-steamship  of  the  Swatara  class, 
and  put  in  commission  in  1875,  and  has  proved  to  be  au  excellent  man- 
of-war. 

lBOQVOis.-«Live-oak  built.  In  Asiatic  squadron  1869  and  1870.  Be- 
paired  in  1871.  Joined  the  Asiatic  squadron  1873.  Was  laid  up  in  1874 
fbr  repairs. 

E£AB8ABG£.^Li ve-oak  ship.  In  1869  and  1870  was  iu  the  South  Pa- 
cific fleet  Was  laid  up  in  1871.  Bepaircd  in  1872  and  '73,  very  exten- 
sively and  at  great  cost.  Joined  tbe  Asiatic  squadron  in  1874,  and  is 
now  on  that  station. 

Wagqusbtt. — Live-oak  ship.  Laid  up  for  repairs  in  1869.  Uepaired 
in  1870  and  '71,  and  joined  the  Euiopean  fleet  in  1872.  Transferred  to 
North  Atlantic  fleet  in  1873,  and  was  laid  up  for  repair  in  1874. 
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MonxCAN. — Partly  wliile  oak,  from  repairs  modu  iu  1SC4.  Jolaed 
yortli  Pacific  fleet  in  iS7U.  KepaUiug  iu  1873,  und  rejiairs  not  oooj- 
]>let«d.  Her  capacity  li&s  beou  iucreased,  and  a  tivo-oak  Jmnio  liiw  bcco 
snlwtituted  for  partly  wliite-oak.  Wheu  completed  slio  will  bu  of  tlu 
fiame  class  and  utmensious  as  tlie  MarioD. 

TuscARORA. — Live-oak  sliip.  In  ISC'J  w&a  in  the  Soutit  Pacific  Beet, 
and  transferred  to  the  North  Pacific  sqnadron  in  1870.  Laid  up  for  re- 
pain  iu  1871.  ICepaircil  iu  1872  and  seut  on  Ddrreying  duty  in  1873. 
WaH  trauaferrcd  to  Xortli  l*acitio  tleet  in  1675,  vUero  islio  is  uow  tut 
doty. 

WYOanNO. — Live-oak  libip.  Laid  up  for  repair  early  iu  18G9.  Ke- 
])aired  iu  1870,  aud  pat  in  comniisaiou  for  special  duty  in  IS7L.  Joined 
tJie  North  Atlantic  fleet  in  1872.  Laid  up  for  repairs  iu  ISil.  Has 
Ueett  Eince  repaired,  and  is  now  ready  for  service. 

NabBAOAHsett.— Live-oak  ship.  Repairing  in  1869.  Put  in  com- 
miasioD  and  joined  the  Sortli  Pacific  squadron  in  1S71.  Iu  1873,  '71, 
and  '73  was  employed  in  deep-sea  souuctiugs.  Laid  up  in  1B76  Utt 
repair. 

AsuuKLOT. — Has  been  attached  to  the  Asiatic  squadron  siace  1800. 
During  that  time  has  been  extensively  repaired. 

MoNOCACTi'. — Iron-bull  side-wheel  double-ender.  Has  bceit  aUavbcd 
to  Asiatic  squadron  since  1809.  Has  been  repaired  several  times  don 
iug  that  period. 

Kansas. — White-oak  ship.  In  South  Atlantic  squadron  ia  1860. 
Itepaired  in  1870.  In  1871,  '7:^,  and  '73  was  employed  in  sanrcyioie 
canal-ronte  to  the  Pacific  via  ^Nicaragua  and  Tehuautepcc,  aud  joined 
North  Atlantic  fleet  in  1874.  In  ISTti  was  laid  up  for  repair,  Not 
contidcred  worth  repairing. 

iHOBlc. — White-oak  ship.  In  North  Atlantic  squatlron  in  1800.  Ia 
1870  and '71  wasemployed  in  the  Darieu  surveying  expedition  forcuuU- 
route  to  Pucitic  via  Isthmus  of  Darien.  In  187'J  aud  '73  was  omployed 
iu  North  Atlantic  squadron,  and  iu  1874  laid  np  for  repairs.  Itepaire 
comtuenced  iu  1876,  which  were  to  be  so  extensive  aud  costly  Uua  i( 
was  considered  to  be  to  the  iutcrest  of  the  Govemmeut  to  chaucs  her 
thuuo  from  white  oak  to  live-oak.  Uer  capacity  was  tucrcaaca  uul 
model  improved,  aud  although  the  repairs  are  uot  yet  couipletod  she  eui 
be  made  ready  for  sea  in  four  months,  aud  will  then  l>o  of  the  Adams 
class  with  all  of  tlie  modern  improvements. 

Saco. — White-oak  ship.  L.iid  up  for  repairs  iu  1809.  Kepuind  fu 
1870,  and  Joined  European  fleet  1871.  Transferred  to  Asiatic  i»qaadnm 
in  1872,  aud  laid  up  for  repairs  iu  liili). 

Nyack.— ^Vhite-oak  ship.  In  South  Piic^ilic  squadron  iu  184J'J,  and  IB 
1S71  laid  up  for  repairs,  which  are  reriuired  tu  be  very  cxtuusiro. 

SHAWHUT.— White-oak  ship.  T^d  up  fur  repairs  iu  IbUO.  Repaired 
Id  1870  and  1871.  .iDioed  tlie  N'ortb  Atlnutic  S(]uudruu,  and  is  etill  in 
ser\-ice  there. 

Vaktic. — While-oak  ship.  In  1869  was  inNortb  Atlantic  stiujulnMi, 
aud  in  1871-'73  was  thoroughly  roi>airod  aud  scut  to  the  Asiatic  sb^ 
tioa.  She  is  htill  ou  that  station,  but  ha«  lately  l>ccu  rcfHtrtcd  niuwi- 
worthy,  and  will  require  costly  repairs,  if  fouud  worthy  of  lh«m. 

MlcnitiAX. —  Iron  side-whet'l  vessel,  in  good  condition  uud  doiag 
special  duly  od  Iiake  Krie. 

FBOLIC.—Iron  sidc-iTheel  vessel.  In  184iO  used  as  a  dispatch-vanel, 
Guropcun  sqnadron.  Tlioroughly  i-epaired  in  1871,  and  used  us  post- 
ndmiml's  flag-ship.  In  1872  doiug  duty  ou  special  serviM.  lieturned 
Id  1873,  was  pgstraduiind's  flag-ship  aud  laid  uji  iloring  18f4j        '  ' 
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ft  tbe  South  Atlantic  siiuAilrou.    Is  Kttll  ou  tUnt  station  ADd  I 


.  -Iron  B»d*^wheel  vcawt.    I  u  NovtU  Atlantic  «<ioidi 

hi  tMB;  Bepatretl  in  1870  anil  laid  np  iu  onlinan,'-  On  B]>ecfnl  Berrlca' 
in  1S73.  Tboroairtily  n-pairiMl  in  1873,  and  pnt  on  itpciHal  daty  in  1S7S. 
Kov  cnplojvd  on  sarrpyinfi-dDty.    Is  tn  good  order. 

Tallaihjoba. — Wliit«-OBlc  vvMH.'!.  (>idc-wli«'ls.  lu  lFt6&  was  pnC  on 
Hpectal  duty  cWTyiag  nuUerials  and  atoros  to  statiouji.  In  1874  was 
ttioronetUy  rep«ir«d,  and  baa  been  nlmw  on  apecinl  duty  aa  l)«ft>re. 

Wahp.— Iron  aidewbMl  rmsel  In  1800  was  in  Sonth  Atlutie  (iMt, 
wbere  sbo  wan  eraploynl  nntil  condemned  in  lft?5,nnd  bns  atneo  been 
aoM. 

Palok.— Iron  tnc.  Laid  np  in  ISSO.  Rvpaiivd  in  ]8T»  and  joined 
Aaialie  llMt  aa  tender,  where  Bbe  is  einiidoy«d  nnd  in  good  condition. 

Nbt  Hampshiick.— Ure-oak  aailing-abip,  (7-1.)  In  1809,  n-wirlii^- 
■bip.  In  1870,  sent  to  Port  Royal  naiitore-idiip.  In  eood  i-ondltiou,bnC 
can  only  be  of  aervine  aa  Btote-)^n. 

New'Oiu.kaxs.— 'WbJte-onk  Bbip,  (7-1.)  Un  tlic  stocks  at  Socket's 
Harbor,  Kew  York.    Ilotten  and  nnllt  foe  repnim  or  nne. 

Outa—htrf-cak  HaDinKidilp,  (74.)  Used  nn  a  reccivins-itbip  ontU 
1S75,  when  abe  waa  placed  in  oruinary,  nnd  mnst  !»  cooaidered  of  no 
fartbernae  to  the  Goremment. 

TKBHoar. — Ure-Dok  aailins-nbtp.  (74.)  Was  oamI  as  rm»iring-ehip 
DBtU  ]875,  wb«a  she  wns  laid  up  in  onlinnry,  and  in  ronnidered  of  no 
Autbar  oae  u>  the  Qowmiient 

OOHBTIttXATtox.— Live-oak  aailinp-rHgnlc.  I^aid  np  in  ordinary  in 
1800.  Repaired  in  1870  »ud  1871.  In  use  in  1872  oKpracdce-flhip  for 
imiBery.    In  1873  and  1874,  in  oonmtssion  na  pmctice-Hbip  for  naral 

'  '\  Md  in  187C  laid  op  in  ordinary. 

lOSvnTonon.— Live-oak  flallins-Mcnte.    In  1860,  in  couminsion  in 

iCion  with  yavnl  Academy.    IaM  up  In  ordinary  in  1873,  and 

t  baa  been  under  repiUra  for  practlce-afaip,  vblcli  nro  nearly  oom- 

lExcK.— Reoetrins-aliip.     Live^>Ak    Railing    mue-Msate.  1 
n,  and  of  no  eerrlca  except  for  tbe  por{io«o  nanl.  1 

MACEDOnAK.— UtTMMk  aalKng-fVlcntQ.  In  roentnlsslon  ns  tAdet  1 
praotioa-staip  In  1600  and  1870,  and  In  ls71  repaired  and  put  In  ordinary,  r 
Baa  abne  m«n  add. 

PonntAC.— LlTo^Hik  sailins-frigate.    Has  been  nsnl  as  receiviDg- 
ship  alnoe  1809.    Is  no*  very  roticn  sod  not  worth  repairinc-    Will  be  I 
oAmd  for  sale  when  there  is  a  prospect  ofobtainioc  a  fair  price. 

Sabdis.— U^-frOAk  uitlng.fri^te.  In  1809,  laid  np  for  repair.  R«»- 
palled  in  1870  an>l  «etit  on  xiweial  service  with  midKbipmen  for  practice.  I 
Bsmlfod  In  1871  ami  I8T1!  nnd  pot  In  ooimniwion  ax  n;c«iTiDg-8hlp.  J 
IamI  up  in  onlinnry  1^0.  Has  no  vnlac  of  importance  as  a  fl^tl&ff-  J 
Tsi«ii>l,niHl  will  be  Kold  when  the  market  will  warraut  obtaining  a  mtM 
pries.  ■ 

8AKTBB.— Ureoak  sslllnfc>rrtpitr.    School-ablp  In  ISOD.and  eniplajmll 
OS  pnctlre  and  irnnnery  ahip  at  Vavnl  Academy  nincc  that  tima    fibofl 
is  in  Ikix  condition,  and  Is  nsefnl  for  the  pnrpow  for  which  she  is  ein* 
ployed. 

SAVAinfAIL— Live-oak  Mttlinit-ft-itrnte.  I^il  op  in  ordlniuy  in  1809.  ' 
Enpiovetl  aa  pnctice-abip  in  IH70,  and  aiiioe  that  time  has  been  laid  | 
np.    >nt  of  any  •ervice  eseept  ax  ncliool  or  imctice  nlUp. 

ST.  LAtntBHCB-— UvsHMk  sailing  frijate.    Cued  as  murine  bormcksj 


I 


550 


PAPERS  ACCOMPANYING   THE 


from  1^67  to  18T5,  nlien  she'waH  do  laager,  tlirongU  tloteHontthw,  j 
for  thiit  Sfvvice,  ami  lias  t>eeu  sold. 

foBlBMOtrra.— Live-nak  Bailing-altiop.     Hepaiivd  id  1860  and  a 
Soulb  Atlttiitic  R()uiiilmii  In  1S71.    Wus  employed  la  1673  on  surv^Dj 
doty,  niitl  ill  187*1  siud  lS7.'t  wns  eniploye!.!  iu  North  VociSc  nqni 
ilaa  bticu  cuiplayeil  »b  a  li-aiitiiig-abip  for  boya  siDoe  Ikot  time, 
it)  gooil  ciju*litiou.  _ 

Ctank. — Livp-onk  Balling-sloop  of  old  tygm.  In  ISCU,  was  aaed  as 
Htore-Klii|>,  Piicific  aqnadrou,  and  \va!>  ei&ployed  iu  that  service  aottl  laid 
up  ia  187:^.    Kotconudered  worth  repairing'. 

Jasestown. — Live-oak  sailing-aloop.  In  ISC<J,  (.'mployed  in  Noitk 
Paclflo  SQUa<Iroii,  rantiimiug  on  dtity  until  laid  tip  for  repaim  in  1871. 
In  1875,  was thoiooglily  repnirad  and  turned  over  to  tlie  city  of  Sao 
Fmudsco  for  a  txainiug-scliool,  aii  directed  by  act  of  Congress. 

Sabatosa. — Live  oak  sailing-doop.  In  18G0,  uned  an  a  scbool  foc_ 
Dnvol  g^preotices.  Repaired  in  1870,  atid  laid  np  in  ordinai^y.  Put  imM 
(Xtmmission  an  ordnance  practiro-ship  iu  1874,  aud  laid  np  ma  nnAtfiiH 
rnMursio  1ST6.  ^ 

St.  LnuTS. — Live-oak  Hailing-Dloop.  Uld  tyiie.  Used  as  ofUoers'  qitafrl 
ters  al  Leagn«  IsLiiid  from  18611  to  1875,  and  iiin<»<  tbat  tiiUM  an  atora>9 
8liln  for  tbe  Bureau  of  Provitiious  and  Clotliiug.  Considered  totally  ini>l 
fit  for  repairR.  ■ 

St.  Mary's. — Live-oak  sailiug-aloop.  In  1SG9,  vas  laid  up  iu  o«lE*] 
wry.  Repaired  in  1870,  and  joined  tliePaeiUcfujuadron,  and  retamiof  I 
WAS  laid  up  for  repaint.  Repaired  iu  1875,  and  tunied  over  to  rJie  mtf  I 
authoritieH  of  New  York  for  State  Marine  Svliaol,aaperact  ofC^ngreM.! 

Dau:. — Live-oak  Eailing  sloop,  In  1809,  employed  as  praotitre-aliipv 
at  Xaval  Academy,  and  bus  rumained  in  that  service  ever  sinoe;.  Mil 
in  Rood  condition.  ■ 

Pawned.— Partly  livo-oak  ship.  In  SouDi  Atlantic  aqaodron  ia  1M9.  4 
netnmetl  for  repairs  in  187U.  The  (;oNt  of  repairing  ber  machiBeiT  Imt*  \ 
ing  lH<en  found  to  be  too  great,  ibnos  renioveil,  and  she  waa  sent  to  Peft>  i 
luieolfl,  as  Htoi-p-sliip,  in  ISili.  Since  Ibat  lime  sbe  has  been  URpd  OS  •  ■ 
store  ship  at  Key  West  nud  at  Port  l^oyal.  Unr  hall  is  very  rotteOt  ■ 
and  considered  not  wiMlh  repairing.  m 

liTAUD. — White-oak  snilingitbip.     Koiployed  as  store-ship   ii 
-la  lS70aud  1871,  employed  in  Ibo  Darien  expedition.     Laidjip  ii 
'and  seul  with   jjoiuIh  fur  llie  Vienu:i  Exhibition  1 
187-1,  luid  witH  Iniil  up  iu  ordiniiry.    Will  reqaire  re[Miirii  before  | 
sea.    tjtTvicAnble  only  an  store  ship. 

OmvABD. — WhiLe-ook  Hailing-ship.  In  service  as  stor«-ship  ia  ISt 
ami  has  bci>u  ns«'il  for  tbat  iluty  iu  South-Pacific  s<|uadron  ap  to  t 
prvwDl  [iult^     Ik  only  useful  for  that  service 

REUKF. — LUtvonk  sinlinj;  storiyship.  I^ld  up  In  ordinary  in  ISi 
'70,71,  aud '7 J,  and  iii>i-d  as  iveriviug-ship  since  thax  ttuie.  Isoov 
fair  ciinditiuo.  but  of  no  valuo  as*  a  li^bting-Ynssd. 

SnppLv. — '\Vhite-<fiik  nailing- vessel.  Laid  n|i  io  ordinary  in  tdSSbtH 
nnile  n  voyu^-,  inking  stures  to  (he  Vicuna  Kxhibitioii  in  IS13.  Sh 
tbiir  ;-  -  '  -  '  -I'pnli-ml  luul  wasiH-nt,i&  1875,  to  KonqiB  iWsw 
for  :  IiUiilioii,  liriiitfiDj;  Io  W.-udiiogtou,  on  b 

IST'  riii-nt,     Al  the  preHeut  time  is  laid  op  In  C 

It(  I'll  .  '<  a  store-nliip. 
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NEW  ^^»SELS  ADDED  TO  THE  NAVY  SINCE  1809. 

TKENT05.— Seeoiiilnite.  Built  of  live  oak,  with  fall  gteam  and  fight- 
lu^  lM>wer.  Of  uew  typo  for  flag-ships.  Is  being  completed  and  irill 
^^:».ln  '^o  iiito  cominisMo:!. 

Adams. — Third-rate.  Bailt  of  live  oak,  full  steam-power.  In  commis- 
bioii,  and  has  shown  excellent  qnalitieH  as  a  man-of-war  of  her  class. 

1:i91t:i:i>rise.— Thinl  r44te.  Bnilt  of  live  oak,  fall  steam-power.  Will 
be  put  in  oommisKioii  as  soon  as  a  crew  can  be  obtaineil. 

Essex.— Third-rate.  Bailt  of  live  oak,  with  full  steam-power.  In 
commission.    lle|x>rt  s|>eak3  of  her  as  satisfactory  in  every  respect* 

Alijance. — Third-rate.  Built  of  live  oak,  with  full  steam-power. 
Will  be  pat  into  conimi.*(sion  as  soon  as  aorewcan  be  obtained. 

Alert.— Third-rate.  Built  of  iron,  with  full  steam-power.  In  com- 
mission, and  of  f(ood  report. 

HrRON.— Third-rate.  Built  of  iron,  with  full  steam-power.  In  com- 
mission, and  of  good  rei)ort. 

Ranger.— Thinlrate.  Built  of  iron,  with  full  steam-power.  Ordered 
into  commission. 

Alarm. — Tori>edobosit.  Built  of  iron,  bracket-system,  and  fitted 
with  a  Fowler  wheel.  Light  armor-plated.  Double  bottom.  Games 
one  15-inch  gun  in  addition  to  torpedo-fixtures.    Is  in  good  order. 

Ihtrepid. — Built  of  iron,  double  bottom*  Armor-plated  on  sides  of 
five  (5)  inches  of  iron,  aud  two  (2)  inohes  over  the  deck.  Arranged  for 
ilorwaid  tender-water  torpedo.  Machinery  all  under  water-line.  Is  in 
good  order. 


PURCHASED  VESSELS. 

Dbspatch. — Pnrchnse^i  for  quick-dispatch  duty.  Is  very  fast  and  in 
good  condition.    lias  been  usefully  employed  since  her  purchase. 

R:o  Bravo. — l^irchased  for  ^lecial  service  on  Bio  Bravo  Biver  as  a 
%'«r7  light-draught  boat.    Is  now  on  that  doty. 


GENERAL  OPERATIONS  OP  THE  FLEETS. 

European  Station. — The  Franklin  remained  at  Lisbon  nntil  February 
10,  on  which  day  she  sailed  for  Southampton,  thence  to  Cherbourg,  to 
take  on  boanl  the  workM  of  art  of  oar  citizens  in  Europe  intended  for 
thf  C4»ntennial  Exhibition.  Having  received  the  articles,  she  retoroed 
til  Gibrnltiir,  where  she  waa  met  by  the  Supply,  to  which  the  works  of 
art  wen*  transferred  for  transportation  to  Philadelphia.  From  Oib- 
raltar  the  Franklin  returned  to  Villefranche.  * 

tM^riouH  4ilMurbanceK  having  occiirred  at  Saionica,  Turkey,  placing 
th4*  liv«*s  of  .Vniehcan  citiz<nis  in  j«K>pardy.  Rear-Adniiral  Worden  left 
in  the  Fr.Miklin  on  May  10  for  that  point.  So  large  a  vessel  an  the 
Franklin  not  Iteing  allowed  to  pasH  tlie  Danianeiles,  liear-Admiral  Wor- 
den himm*lt  visited  C*on8taiitinop1e  and  conferred  with  the  United  States 
uiini4t«*r,  liavin;,'  alj»4»  an  interview  with  the  Grand  Vizier  and  cabinet 
uiiniHters  of  the  Porte.  The  presence  of  the  Franklin  not  being  found 
neeeKKary  at  Saionica,  mIid  visiteil  Beirut,  and  retomed  to  VillefraoQlie 
in  July/  The  Marion  arriving  shortly  afterwards  from  the  United 
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States,  she  was  sent  to  the  Dardanelles,  and  the  proper  peAnit  being 
given,  she  passed  the  straits  and  anchored  off  Gonstantinople.  She 
remained  there  a  few  days  only,  and  returned  to  YillefranchB,  taking 
the  place  of  the  flagship,  which  had  received  orders  for  home.  The 
transfer  was  made  September  14,  and  the  Franklin  sailed  the  s^jne  day 
for  th^  United  States. 

Astatic  Station* — ^Nothing  unusual  has  occurred  within  the  limits  of 
the  Asiatic  station  requiring  any  other  service  than  is  common  to 
cruisers  in  time  of  peace.  The  Eearsarge  was  sent  especially  to  Manila 
in  July  to  inquire  into  the  detention  by  the  Spanish  authorities  of  an 
American  merchant-vessel — ^the  Fanny  Hare — and  to  take  all  proper 
measures  to  secure  her  release.  The  matter  was  investigated  and  the 
vessel  was  allowed  to  pursue  her  course. 

The  Ashnelot  made  an  interesting  visit  to  Bangkok,  Si&m,  arriving 
there  in  April  and  leaving  in  May,  during  which  there  was  a  pleasant 
interchange  of  courtesies  with  the  officials  of  tide  kingdom.  She  received 
on  board  the  contributions  of  the  Siamese  government  to  the  Gen 
tennial  Exhibition  and  conveyed  them  to  Hong-Kong,  whence  they  were 
shipped  by  steamer  to  San  Francisco  and  by  rail  to  Philadelphia^  ar- 
riving  in  season  to  be  displayed  with  other  naval  exhibits. 

Bear- Admiral  Beynolds  has  visited  in  his  flag-ship  the  chief  jmis  of 
Japan  and  China,  and  given  his  personal  attention  to  the  interests  of  onr 
countrymen  there.  He  left  Few  Chwang,  September  22  for  the  month 
of  the  Peiho,  where  he  leaves  the  Tennessee  and  with  his  staff  visits 
Peking.  The  greater  part  of  the  force  will  be  stationed  between  Shang- 
hai and  Tient-sin  until  matters  in  that  quarter  are  in  a  more  satisbctory 
condition. 

North  Pacific  Station. — At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  of 
the  Department,  Bear- Admiral  Almy  was  visiting  the  ports  on  tlia  west 
coast  of  Mexico  in  the  Pensacola.  Having  spent  a  fortnight  at  Aca- 
pulco,  he  sailed  in  the  Pensacola  for  San  Francisco  December  2 1,  and 
arrived  January  26.  Having  been  detained  at  the  navy-yard  sereral 
months,  she  sailed  from  San  Francisco,  bearing  the  flag  of  Bea^Ad• 
miral  Murray,  for  the  coasts  of  Mexico  and  Central  America  and  the 
South  Pacific  station,  arrived  at  Mazatlan  September  10,  and  proceeded 
thence  to  La  Paz.  At  the  latter  place  the  admiral  had  occasion  to  pro- 
test against  the  alleged  illegal  seizure  of  certain  property  belonging  to 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and,  in  a  correspondence  with  the  gov- 
ernor of  Lower  California,  to  insist,  as  far  as  he  was  authorized  to  do  so, 
on  its  restoration.  This  affair  detained  the  Pensacola  until  October 
10,  by  which  time,  it  having  been  taken  up  by  the  civil  authoritieS|  she 
leu  for  Acapulco,  arriving  at  the  latter  port  October  21.  Although  the 
countiy  at  this  time  was  in  a  revolutionary  condition,  there  seemed  to 
be  no  indication  that  the  rights  of  our  countrymen  would  not  be  re- 
spected, and  as  the  Lackawanna  was  daily  expected,  Bear-Admiral  Mur- 
ray proceeded  southward^  in  pursuance  of  his  instructions,  to  visit  Pan- 
ama and  the  ports  of  the  South  Pacific  station,  and  assume  command 
temporarily  of  the  naval  force  in  those  waters  in  addition  to  that  in  the 
waters  in  the  North  Pacific.  After  remaining  in  the  Sonth  Pacific  for 
such  time  as  the  public  interests  seem  to  require,  he  will  retorn  with 
the  Pensacola  to  his  regular  station. 

Tlie  Lackawanna  sailed  from  San  Francisco  January  25,  for  Lower 
California,  visiting  San  Bias,  Mazatlan,  La  Paz,  Guaymas,  and  Aca- 
pulco ;  remained  on  the  coast  until  April,  and  then  proceeded  to  Hon- 
olulu. This  place  she  made  her  headqaarters.  visiting  other  ports  of 
thAgawa]iandominion8,nntil«September,andJtnen  returned  to  the  SMSt 
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of  Mexico.  Acritical  period  in  the  political  affairs  of  Hawaii  detaioedher 
in  that  quarter.  She  is  supposed  to  be,  at  this  time,  on  the  Mexican 
coast,  from  which  she  has  orders  for  San  Francisco. 

The  Toscarora,  engaged  in  deep*sea  soundings,  left  Honolulu  Decern 
ber  6,  to  run  a  line  to  the  Australian  coast.  This  duty,  a  delicate,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  a  laborious  one,  was  creditably  i>erformed,  and  she  re* 
turned  to  Honolulu  May  27,  where  she  remained  a  short  time,  then  came 
to  Mare  Island,  where  she  was  put  out  of  commission.  On  the  passage 
homeward  Ijrom  Australia  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Tuscarora 
made  an  investigation  of  the  trouble  between  Mr.  Steinberger,  former 
commissioner  at  Samoa,  and  tiie  natives  of  the  group. 

South  Pacific  Btation. — ^The  Bichmond  has  been  principally  at  Gallao 
and  Valparaiso  or  cruising  between  those  ports.  Her  presence,  pending 
the  revolutionary  condition  of  affairs  on  the  west  coast  of  South  America, 
has  given  encouragement  to  our  citizens  there. 

The  Omaha  has  been  very  actively  cruising  during  the  past  year, 
having  visited  all  the  principal  ports,  some  of  them  more  than  once,  be- 
tween Panama  and  Valparaiso.  In  March  she  prooeMed  to  Juan  Fer- 
nandez and  made  a  survey  of  the  idand  and  its  shores.  The  course  of 
events  and  the  interests  of  American  citizens  have  been  doselr  watched 
by  Captain  Simpson.    The  Omaha  arrived  at  Panama  November  16. 

Our  vessels  and  their  ofBcers  have  been  well  received  by  the  authori- 
ties and  citizens  of  the  South  American  Bepublics,  and  a  spirit  of  friend- 
ship manifested  and  cordial  relations  maintained. 

South  Atlantic  Station. — ^Bear- Admiral  LeBoy  left  Bio  de  Janeiro 
December*?,  and  reached  Key  West  January  11,  and  by  virtue  of  his 
instructions  had  for  a  time  the  command  of  the  vessels  there.  He  pro- 
ceeded from  Key  West  by  steamer  lo  l^ew  York,  thence  to  Hampton 
Boads,  and,  February  14,  relieved  Bear-Admiral  Mullany  of  the  command 
of  the  force  on  the  North  Atlantic  Station. 

The  Monongahela,  which  sailed  from  Montevideo  November  18,  ar- 
rived at  Key  West  January  11,  and  subsequently  became  a  part  of  the 
North  Atlantic  squadron. 

The  Frolic  reached  Montevideo,  from  the  tJnited  States,  December 
22,  and  having  taken  the  place  of  the  Wasp,  the  latter  was  sold  Jan- 
uary 5,  it  not  being  to  the  interest  of  the  Government  to  repair  her  out 
there  or  to  send  her  home  for  the  purpose. 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Kirkland,  of  the  Frolic,  since  the  departure  of 
Bear- Admiral  LeBoy,  has  been  looking  after  our  interests  in  the  waters 
of  the  La  Plata,  and  extending  such  facilities  to  the  diplomatic  represent- 
atives on  that  quarter  as  the  public  service  demanded. 

The  Bichmond  having  arrived  on  that  coast,  that  vessel  and  the 
Frolic  now  compose  the  naval  force  on  the  South  Atlantic  Station,  in 
command  of  Commodore  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell. 

The  North  Atlantic  Siation.^^lixaj  of  the  cruisers  on  this  station 
have  been  actively  and  usefully  employed  during  the  year,  a  brief  and 
general  statement  of  which  it  appears  proper  to  give. 

January  5,  Bear- Admiral  Mullany  transferred  his  flag  from  the  Wor- 
cester to  the  Hartford  at  Norfolk,  and  the  former  was  soon  put  out  of 
commission  as  a  cruiser,  and,  February  14,  his  i>eriod  of  service  being 
up,  he  was  relieved  by  Bear- Admiral  LeBoy. 

The  Department  contemplated  the  concentration  at  Port  Boyal  of  the 
vessels  of  this  station  for  general  inspection  and  fleet  exercise  prepara- 
tory to  their  distribution  for  the  winter  months  in  the  West  Indies  and 
to  other  points  within  the  limits  of  the  command.  The  purpose  coidd 
not  be  carried  out,  as  the  unsettled  condition  of  political  aflGEdrs  in  Hayti 
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snd  Mexico  reqiiiretl  nii  etirlterUistribntioii  of  tlie  Aqaadron  tbaa  y 
nntictpAUM). 

Iiir>jriiiiiti(iii  of  II  [)robf4ble  rerolntiou  in  Havli  cad»<m]  tli«  dtRpatcb- 
ijig  of  III*  riyiiimitii  and  Y«mlftlia  March  1.1,  fivin  HiUPJi^toi.  Rrta.1,%  fur 
Porl  iiu  Prince;  ftiid  ft  fciv  linj'B  Inter  KearAi.  iii 

toil  ItouilM  ill  lUv  Ufirlfonl,  uwjompnnieil  by  1 1 
I'ort  Itoviil.  Befor«  tlie  Kepamtioii  iit  Uam{i: 
hoivitzer  tlrill  v/:ia  tiail.    Tbei-p  were  lauded,  1 

ontli,  Vapdalin,  Marion,  niu)  Huron,  eight  counnitntu  oi  Llucjncki 
liSStneii;  tlir(!Ci;niii|)anle»ot  niai'ines,102  men  ;  itix  tioviUcrA,m6 
a  total  ol'  iJIC  umu,    Th>:  lauding  was  made  ia  gooti  onler,  niid  iJie 
witldn  Fort  Mooroe,  iii  Ihe  prenence  of  tlie  garriiton,  was  titfilily 
fa«tory. 

Soon  after  aTTLvlng  at  Voit  Knyal  serioaft  di»turbnnc6n  in  Mexico  wort 
reporte<l,  nndlltiar'Admiral  lit'Woy  wan  orilernl  tn  prnrppfl  wt(h  a  snffl' 
cient  forcelo  the  gulf  coast  nf  that  i^iinbli'- li'i     ■  '"  \r.i'u'. 

can  dtizciift  atidiiiterestt).     TheHartfonl,  M^n  i 

nrr^.aiul^iie«l  tothiiidDt.v.    By  the  latter  p;n  , 
nil  had  wtded  tWim   Port  Ho.val  for  tin- in^; 
Braxo!*.  TampJco,  ami  Mexico.     Ki- n 
ill  tli(^  nartt'onl  May  9,  and  at  the    ' 
Bnivnttvllle,  in  eoiiJiiDGtlon  with  t>j' 
proUv^t  the  frontier,  contintiod  on  t"  i 
roil  having  precedeil  him.     He  remaiuuil  uH  i 
of  May  to  the  middle  of  .Tiine,a»d  Mieii  reli>i : 
the  8watara,    Huron,  and    Shawmnt— the    >. 
wiled  fi>rtlieEuropeauntatioit — oitthoeoasl  {■•u---  ,—'•■•••" 
to  loRalitieK  where  the  interefttn  of  onr  conu(r.>nii^ii  mtav 
teopnnled.    The  tiaj;   waa  ahonit  at   V'ern  Cruz,  Tiix]MUi, 
Toiialu,  Simla    Ana,    Tnpiloo,  and  Cixifrnro.iJrrcj.    Tliexe 
mained  on  Ihe  roast  wveral  weel;>,  i 
for  nniiplieit  when  needed;  and  aa  ii  i 
should  havi»  n  change  of  rlimale,  lU' 

and  August  and  wei-e  orderefi  on  tlj'  

far  aa  Hnlifaii.     A  iminlier  of  pori»  ui  itic   N<-<v  iuicluni  SintM<1 
viaitetl  l>y  them  and  the  <>iu>i|)ee  and  Motionirahela,  wliioh  hod 
Kent  north  some  weekH  earlier. 

From  I'ort  Uoyal  the  Hartford  prfrceeded  to  rhiladHptiia,  uri^ 
.Inly  12,  and  taking  the  pla^^  of  tbo  Ougr^ts,  which  had  ~ 
BiDCV  the  openhiR  of  the  Centennial  Exhibition  to  extend  api 
conrteniea  to  foreiRn  men-of-war. 

'Ill  MHnikliaDce  irith  a  retiueat  of  Rear- Admiral  Le  Roy 
weeks  before,  he  was  detached,  and  relieved,  Antmst  M 
mirnl  Hteidion   1>.  Ti-encbard,  the  pre.sent  comiQamhni; 
Mortii  Atlantic  Ntution.    The  IlartfonI  waa  In  tnni  Kuecet 
ber  'At,  b>  tho  Plrmonth.  and  Heptemt>er  20  salleil  for  Hampl 
where  Ilear-Admiml  Trenohard  is  at  present  witli  a  part 
naiitl. 

The   Plymonth,  borRtofaru  mentioned   an   having  "been     ..  _, 

ia  eamiiuiny  with  the  Vntidaha,  to  Ha.vll,  arrivetl  att'ortaaPl 
Miirrh  I'l;,  .-md  the  \'nniluha  tlto  next  da>.  Tho  two  vcmela  remninod 
in  the  water*  of  Uuyti  and  Han  I>omiuco,  witli  tfan  cnceplion  of 
brM  vMiis  to  KinsBton,  Jamuica,  forRopplioH,  aerenU  wwka,  and 
ptwiMiuco  waa  of  great  iinportaoco  dnriii);  ibe  n>vc)1ntton  In  Hi 
Aplil,  and  is  l<eli«vixl  to  haTv)>ravoDte<lumehiilifddinK  of  bUjod, 
euBBUOdins  tHll£ua»  hy  a  prodciU.  aod  iateUijpaDL  caane. 


"—       REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY.      555 

-^-'Sta  of  oar  GovernmeQt  and  gave  asylam  to  political  refugees  \7bo 
s;\xt  it,  without  complicating  our  relations  with  the  dominant  party 

-  Hayti  or  going  beyond  the  strict  limits  of  nentrality. 

-  )ur  flag  was  shown  at  all  the  principal'  points  on  the  coasts  of  Hayti 
i  San  Domingo,  and  there  being  no  further  occasion  for  the  presence 

either  of  those  vessels,  the  Plymouth  sailed  from  8amana  May  26 
.  _-  Port  Royal,  S,  C,  and  the  Vandalia  abont  May  8  for  Aspinwall,  U. 

J.    The  latter  vessel  remained  at  Aspinwall  a  coaple  of  months,  and 

ived  at  New  York,  via  Port  Boyal,  August  2.    She  was  there  refitted, 

d  sailed,  September  9,  for  the  EaropNean  station. 
"  f  he  Brooklyn  and  Monongahela,  which  joined  the  North  Atlantic  sta 

#&  in  January,  were  put  out  of  commission,  the  former  at  New  York 

d  the  latter  at  Norfolk,  in  July.    The  latter  was  recommissioned  in 

.ptember  by  a  transfer  to  ber  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Jnniata. 

xe  Alert  was  detached  in  March,  refitted  at  New  York,  and  sailed  May 

for  the  Asiatic  station. 

Anticipating  a  sickly  season  at  Peusacola,  the  foor  monitors  at  that 

ird,  Saugns,  Mahopac,  Ajax,  and  Manhattan,  were  moved  to  Port 

oyal. 

In  May,  the  New  Hampshire,  old  lineof-battle  sldp,  having  been  fitted 
p  for  a  storeship  at  Port  Koyal,  and  placed  in  command  of  Commodore 
.  M.  B.  Glitz,  was  towed  from  Norfolk  to  that  point.    Commodore 

litz  was  clothed  with  the  additional  anthority  of  senior  officer  in  charge 
f  the  vessels  in  the  harbor  of  Port  Boyal  during  any  temporary  absence 
f  the  rear-admiral  commanding  the  station.  By  direction  of  the  De- 
lartment  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  monitors  at  Port  Boyal  have 
naintained  a  strict  routine  of  exercises  and  drill,  and  a  recent  inspec- 
ion  shows  that  the  vessels  are  in  excellent  condition  and  their  crews 
'  vere  under  fine  discipline.  These  exercises  were  for  a  time  suspended 
n  view  of  the  presence  of  yellow  fever  in  the*  vicinity. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
squadron  at  iPort  Royal  have  been  remarkably  healthy,  and  it  may  be 
added  that  there  has  not  been  a  case  of  yellow  fever  on  any  one  of  the 
large  number  of  vessels  in  commission  on  the  North  Atlantic  station 
dnring  the  past  year,  nor  at  the  Pensacola  navy-yard.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  this  exemption  from  so  serious  a  scourge  is,  no  doubt, 
attributable  in  a  great  measure  to  the  care  and  precaution  taken  by  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  vessels  and  stations,  and  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  strict  sanitary  regulations. 

The  monitors  on  tho  North  Atlantic  station  are  now  located  as  fol- 
lows :  tho  Canonicus  at  New  Orleans,  the  Dictator,  Ajax,  Saugns,  Ma- 
hopac,  Manhattan,  Lehigh,  and  Catskill  at  Port  Boyal,  and  the  Mon- 
tank,  Passaic,  and  Wyandotte  at  Hampton  Boads. 

The  light-draught  side-wheel  steamer  Bio  Bravo  has  been  in  service 
on  the  Bio  Grande  during  the  entire  year,  in  charge  of  a  pmdent  officer, 
cooperating  with  the  military  commandant  at  Browmville  and  the 
United  States  consul  at  MalraiOTas,  and  has  been  a  nsefnl  adjunct  in 
protecting  the  frontier  against  raids,  and  onr  citizens  at  Matamoras 
dnring  the  revolutionary  movements  in  that  vicinity.  Although  the 
Bio  Bravo  was  the  best  class  of  vessel  that  could  be  obtained  on  short 
notice  for  the  service  in  which  she  has  been  engaged,  the  tortuous  coarse 
and  shallow  water  of  the  Bio  Grande  are  greiit  obstacles  to  her  efficiency, 
aad  would  be,  in  fact,  to  the  efficiency  oi  any  desoriptioii  of  Tossel  not 
constrocted  witli  the  especial  view  of  overccniing  these  difficulties. 

The  vessels  on  independent  <Mr  special  service,  although  not  oonstantly 
moving,  have  been  in  a  stale  of  readiness  for  any  sudden  emergency, 
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and  have  been  profitably  employed.  The  Tallapoosa  has  made  her  reg* 
ular  trips  betwen  the  navy -yards  from  Washington  to  Portsmonthi  car- 
rying freight  and  objects  for  exhibit  at  the  Centennial  Exposition,  and 
used  in  towing  monitors  from  one  point  to  another.  The  Powhatan  and 
Dispatch  have  been  also  engaged  in  moving  the  monitors,  and  are  at 
all  times  ready  as  dispatch  or  relief  vessels ;  and  the  latter  was  for 
some  months  stationed  at  Baltimore  as  a  recmiting'Ship  for  boys.  The 
Michigan  has  made  the  annnal  tonr  of  the  Lakes,  rendering  assistance  to 
distressed  vessels  when  possible.  The  Jnniata,  with  enlisted  boys  nnder 
training,  has  made  a  cmise  to  the  Bermudas  and  through  Long  Island 
Sonnd,  touching  at  some  i>orts  seldom  visited  by  our  mennof-war,  and  np 
the  Delaware  to  Philadelphia,  thus  giving  the  youths  on  board  practical 
exercise  in  their  profession  at  sea.  The  Supply,  after  retuminir  from 
the  Mediterranean,  bringing  the  exhibits  of  American  artists  in  Europe 
to  Philadelphia,  received  a  complement  of  boys  from  the  training-ship 
at  New  York,  and  made  a  practice-cruise  as  far  east  as  Boston.  The 
Gettysburgh  was  engaged  until  June  in  establishing  the  exaet  positions 
by  telegraphic  comparison,  of  important  points  in  the  West  Indies;  and 
having  been  refitted  at  Washington,  sailed  in  September  for  the  Grecian 
Archipelago  to  conduct  surveys  and  examinations  desired  by  the  Bureau 
of  Navigation.  The  Constellation  and  Mayflower  have  m<ade  the  asoal 
practice-cruise  with  the  cadets:  and  the  Bio  Bravo  has  beeen  usefully 
employed,  as  before  stated,  on  the  Bio  Grande. 

Altogether,  taking  into  consideration  the  reduction  in  the  number 
of  men  and  naval  appropriations,  the  operations  and  movements  of  our 
vessels  during  the  past  year  compare  favorf^bly  with  those  of  any  other 
in  time  of  peace. 


APPENDIX. 


NAVAL  ACADEMY. 

report  of  the  supbrmt^indent. 

United  States  Naval  Acade&it, 

November  17, 1876. 

Bm :  At  the  Naval  Academy,  during  the  past  year,  the  proscribed 
course  of  studies  has  been  pursued  satisfactorily,  and  tlie  professors  and 
officers  under  my  command  have  devoted  themselves  with  skill  and 
assiduity  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  practice  cruises  in  the  Constellation  and  ISIayflowcr  were  very 
successful,  and  the  cadet-midshipmen  saw  more  practical  work  in  hand- 
ling a  ship  under  canvas  than  they  would  have  seen  in  an  ordinary 
cruise  of  three  years  in  a  ship  of  war  on  foreign  service. 

I  beg  to  renew,  in  the  most  urgent  terms,  the  two  recommendations 
I  made  last  year : 

1st.  That  the  system  pursued  at  West  Point,  of  appointing  cadets  at 
least  one  year  before  they  shall  present  themselves  for  admission,  be 
adopted  at  the  Naval  Academy. 

2d.  That  Congress  bo  moved  to  make  the  necessary'  appropriation  to 
build  an  additional  wing  to  the  new  cadet  quarters,  so  that  the  cadets 
may  be  quartered  under -me  roof,  to  the  great  benefit  of  their  discip- 
"'ne^  their  health,  and  the  economy  of  the  administration  of  the  school. 


EEPORT  OF  THE  SECBETARY  OF  THE  NAVY.       557 

The  evil  practice  of  <<  hazing/'  to  root  out  which  Gougress  enacted  a 
special  law,  and  against  which  the  Kavy  Department  has  directed  the 
most  stringent  orders,  still  continues  to  find  faror  among  the  young 
men  of  our  country,  and  has  not  disappeared  from  this  school. 

The  instinct  of  a  naval  officer  should  teach  him  to  be  courteous  to 
strangers,  to  protect  the  friendless,  and  to  welcome  with  kindness  and 
consideration  those  entering  his  own  profession ;  but,  unfortunately,  the 
cxdets  who  have  already  been  one  or  two  years  at  the  Naval  Academy 
affect  to  consider  it  necessary  to  their  own  dignity  that  the  new-com- 
ers should  be  taught  to  pay  the  classes  above  them  great  deference, 
and  with  that  view  they  harass  and  insult  them  by  petty  indignities 
and  by  a  small  tyranny,  which,  if  not  promptly  and  severely  dealt  with, 
soon  grows  into  graver  oppression. 

This  assumption  of  unauthorized  authority,  and  this  wanton  rudeness 
to  the  lads  fresh  fh)m  home — this  brutal  combination,  by  which  a  class 
insults  an  individual  who  does  not  dare  defend  himself  lest  he  be  over- 
whelmed by  numbers,  is  a  false  element  of  naval  education  which  it  is 
my  duty  to  root  out  of  this  establishment. 

That  the  cadets  here,  beneficiaries  of  the  Government,  educated  and 
paid  by  it,  sworn,  moreover,  to  obey  its  laws,  who  can  render  no  re- 
turn save  obedience  for  the  great  benefits  their  country  gives  them, 
should  presume  to  set  at  naught  its  laws  and  its  injunctions,  is  not  to  be 
permitted. 

I  have,  therefore,  caused  to  be  arraigned  before  a  court-martial  those 
cadets  presented  for  trial  by  an  investigating  board,  charged  tomake 
inquest  into  the  violations  of  the  laws  enact^  by  Congress  to  prevent 
hazing  at  the  Naval  Academy,  approved  June  23,1874.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  present  academic  year  the  cadets  were  again  warned 
of  the  consequences  of  hazing  by  the  following  general  order,  but, 
unhappily,  their  idea  that  discipline  would  be  better  advanced  by  pro- 
curing deference  to  themselves  bom  the  entering  cadets  than  by  their 
own  submission  to  the  law  and  to  the  orders  of  those  placed  over  them, 
led  them  once  more  into  the  old  hazing  combination. 

rOnler  No.  103.] 

Unit£0  States  Navai<  Apad£my, 

Annapolu,  Md,,  September  14, 1676. 

For  the  i^iformation  of  tbc  cadetg,  the  law  in  relation  to  basing  at  the  Naval  Academy  ii 
herewith  republished. 

The  cadetii  are  also  reminded  of  the  painful  experience  of  last  year,  and  of  the  dismtSMal 
of  several  of  their  number  for  this  offense  of  hazing,  which  they  vainly  sought  to  disguise 
under  the  name  of  **  running." 

The  new  cadets  are  not  to  be  maltreated,  har^ssod,  rendered  ridiculous,  subjected  to  in- 
dignities, or  in  any  way  molested,  on  penalty  of  being  arraigned  before  a  court-martial  upon 
the  charge  of  hazing. 

C.  B.  P.  RODGEKS, 
Jicar-Admiral,  SufterinUndent 

The  following  is  the  act  of  Congress,  ai>proved  June  23, 1874 : 

CiUPTCR  453.— > As  act  to  proveiit  hazing  at  Uie  NaAid  Academy, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hotue  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales  of  America 
in  CfrngreMS  assembled.  That  in  alt  cases  where  it  shall  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis  that  any  cadet-midshipman  or  cadet-engineer  has 
been  guilty  of  the  offense  commonly  known  as  baaing,  it  shaU  be  the  duty  of  saia  Superin- 
tcndtst  to  order  a  ccmrt-martio),  composed  of  not  lass  than  three  commissioned  offiters,  who 
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fihall  mioutely  exaniioe  into  all  the  facts  and  eircumstanoes  of  Uia  case  and  make  a  finding 
tbereoQ ;  oad  any  CAdct-midshijpinaa  or  cadet-eogineer  found  faulty  of  aaid  offeosa  by  caid 
court  sliall,  upon  rocommendation  of  said  court,  be  dismiitsod ;  and  sucb  finding;,  wbcn  ad- 
proved  by  said  Superintendent,  shall  be  final ;  and  tbe  cadet  so  dismissed  from  said  Naval 
Aciidemy  shall  be  forever  ineli^iblo  to  re-appointnoent  to  said  Naval  Academy. 
Approved  Juno  23,  lfe74. 

Witli  this  unfortunate  attempt  was  connected  tbe  hope  that  by 
agreeing  tx)  refuse  to  testify  wben  inquest  should  be  made  me  inquiry 
would  be  baffled  and  investigation  defeated. 

Several  of  tbe  third  class  (afterward  knowu  to  have  been  seriously 
impUca4:ed  in  tbe  hazing)  refused  to  give  evidence  against  their  fel- 
low-cadets. 

It  was  gravely  and  kindly  explained  to  them  that  they  need  not 
criminate  themselves,  but  that  the  law  woaldi  on  no  other  grounds, 
permit  any  one  to  refuse  to  testify  before  such  an  inquest;  and  they 
were  warned  of  the  probable  consequence  of  their  contumacy. 

They  still  refused.  Their  conduct  was  referred  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment; and  that  Department  warned  them  that  the  questions  were  law- 
ful aud  proper,  and  must  be  answered,  upon  pain  of  dismissaJ.  The 
views  of  the  ITavy  Department  were  read  to  them ;  the  article  of  war 
which  requires  every  person  in  the  Kavy  <<  to  use  his  utmost  exertions 
to  detect,  apprehend,  and  bring  to  punishment  all  offenders,  and  aid 
and  assist  all  persons  appointed  for  that  purpose,"  was  also  read. 

They  were  again  interrogated ;  and  they  again  refused  to  give  evi 
dence,  and  were  dismissed. 

Some  others,  who  were  not  afterward  shown  to  have  taken  part  in 
the  ^^hazing,"  but  who  probably  gave  it  their  countenance,  wei^  dis- 
missed under  the  same  circumstances  and  after  the  same  warnings. 

Paragraph  170  of  the  regulations  of  the  Naval  Academy,  approved 
January  1, 187C,  is  as  follows :  "170.  •  •  •  The  practice  of  moles^ 
ingy  annoying,  ridiculing,  maltreating,  or  assuming  unauthorized  au- 
thority over  tbe  new  cadets  of  the  fourth  class,  known  under  the  term  of 
"hazing,"  "running,"  &c.,  shall  subject  the  olaer  cadets  to  prompt  dis- 
missal from  the  Naval  Academy,  as  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress 
and  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  P.  EODGEBS, 
Eear-Adtniralj  Superintendent. 

Hon.  Geoboe  M.  Bobeson, 

/Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


BUEEAtJ  OP  YAEDS  AND  DOCKS. 

Bureau  op  Yards  and  Docks, 

Navy  Depabtkent, 

WashingtoHy  D.  C,  November  3, 1876. 

Sir  :  1  have  tbe  honor  to  submit  the  annucil  report  of  expenditures 
at  the  several  navy-yards  and  stations  under  cognisance  of  this  bureau, 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 187G.  Also  estimates  for  im- 
provements, repairs,  general  maintenance,  contingent  and  civil  estab- 
lishment at  tbe  several  yards  and  stations  during  tbe  ilscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1878. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  atteutiou  to  tbe  statements  aud  recommenda- 
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tions  of  my  last  annual  report^  notably  to  that  part  of  it  which  recom- 
mends that  the  New  York  navy -yard  bo  preserved  in  its  entirety,  and 
to  my  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  of  at  once  commencing  the  building 
of  a  repairing-basin  at  L^gue  Island. 

jSio  appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  navy-yards,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  an  insufficient  appropriation  for  the  dry-dock  at  Mare  Island, 
and  for  improvements  at  League  Island,  have  been  made  for  some 
years,  and  the  amounts  for  preservation  and  repairs  of  the  valuable 
public  buildings  within  the  yards  have  been  steadily  decreasing.  As  a 
legitimate  consequence  of  this  unwise  economy,  the  public  works  in  all 
the  navy-yards  need  extensive  repairs,  and  the  necessity  for  costly  and 
more  extended  reparations  will  grow  greater  from  year  to  year  unlesa 
appropriations  adequate  to  the  thorough  repairing  of  workshops,  build* 
ings,  wharves,  dry-docks,  walls,  &c.,  be  promptly  made.  I  beg  to 
present  without  comment  a  schedule  of  the  appropriations  under  the 
heads  of  <<  Maintenance  of  yards  and  docks,"  ^^  Repairs  and  preserva- 
tion," and  <^  Contingent "  for  the  past  five  years. 

Amounts  appropriated  for  repaire  and  preservation,  geniral  maiuttnance^  and  oontlngtnL 


Yean. 


1872-73 
1873-74 
1874-75 
1875-76 
1876-77 


RepAin  and 

preKonration. 


$815, 000  00 
660,900  00 
500,000  00 
500,000  00 
100,000  00 


Oeneral 

maintenance. 


Contingent. 


$900.000  00 
86a  000  00 
760,000  00 
760,000  00 
440.000  00 


140,000  00 
40.000  00 
4({000  00 
SO. 000  00 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  bureau's  estimates  for  im 
provement  and  repairs  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30. 1878. 

In  preparing  the  estimates  I  have  endeavored,  to  tne  best  of  my 
judgment,  to  recommend  such  objects  only  as  I  deem  of  the  first  im> 
portance  to  the  welfare  of  the  service. 


KIXXEBY,  ME. 

The  small  amount  allotted  under  appropriation  '^  repairs  and  pres- 
ervation "  has  been  judiciously  espeuded,  and  the  most  important  and 
costly  objects  have  received  especial  attention.  Ship-houses,  built  many 
years  ago,  are  becoming  weak,  and  high  winds  strain  the  roofs,  break 
the  slates,  open  joints,  and  expose  the  frames  to  dampness  and  decay. 

The  dock-i>iers  of  wood,  built  in  1851,  require  extensive  repairs. 
Machine-shops  and  store-houses  have  been  examined,  and  many  impor- 
tant repairs  completed.  Drains  have  been  excavated  through  lodge  to 
convey  water  away  from  machinery  liable  to  be  damaged  in  saw-pits. 
Bridges  and  landing-stages  have  been  kept  in  repair  for  present  use. 
The  slating  of  all  the  buildings  has  been  thoroughly  examined  and 
repaired.  Many  of  these  repairs  have  been  temporaiy,  the  sum  allotted 
having  been  inadequate  to  make  satis^tory  and  thorough  work. 

There  has.  been  expended  at  this  yard  under  the  appropriation 
"  rei)airs  and  preservation,"  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876: 

For  materials 87,2r23  82 

For  labor 13,322  84 

Making  an  aggregate  of (20,546  &} 
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Tbe  uiuouut  espeadetl  uuder  the  head  of  "GcuCTal  maiato- 

FornikteriiUii $1J,4PT  A9 

FoTljibot &9.&liia3 

Miikiug  nn  n"groKnte  of $12,060  i 

Tliu  scuoaDt  czLpcudod  uudcr  tUo  lioad  of  "  Clril  tMtabliriiineiit "  ii  '  — 

Mokiugu  tolal  exponditura  uf St^SHfl 

The  cfiliniatos  sabmitted  by  the  autborities  at  the  yard  for  tlie  fln 
year  ending  June  30, 1S78,  are,  for — 

Kcp^rn  noil  preat-Tvatioa $o8,4 

tiBueral  inaiuWnaucc! 

Civil  ostablisliineut 

Uaklng  tkD  agsregiteot 147,. 

The  very  limited  .imoimts  allotted  to  this  yard  for  repairs  and  , 
ervatiou  during  the  last  two  Uscid  yeoTH,  although  e:cpcndcd  to  the 
l>088ible  advautngo,  have  becu  qaite  iosiitBdeiit  t«  mako  all  the  re] 
iictaally  needed.  Objects  of  the  first  importaoce  have  been  atti. 
to  as  far  us  the  funds  would  admit,  but  niaay  of  the  minor  works 
necessarily  been  delayed  for  further  appropriations. 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

Ko  appmpriation  was  made  for  pcrmaueut  iinproremouts  at  this  ; 
Hod  the  expenditures  during  the  (lacal  year  ending  June  30, 1670, ' 
coQllned  to  the  necesaarj*  repairs  of  existing  bnildmgs,  docksi,  vrf  — 
roods,  &c.,  and  these  bavo  received  snch  attentlop  as  the  limited  a 
alotted  would  allow. 

Ttio  amount  exiKiuiied  under  head  of  "  Kepairs  and  prcserration  "*  dd 
iug  the  fiscal  jtiai-  is : 

Kor  luoUrisU ; 417,71G  37 

KorUbor W.IU  !W 

UoLiug  ui  agSTcgstv of V^l.S 

The  aniouut  expended  under  tUe  liead  of  "  General  maititc- 
uauce  "  is : 

Km  iuat«Tiil8 139,770  fiO 

KorlaUff ta,VJSl 

Makhi;:iiHiiKRrcEal«ar llB^fl 

Tb«  ;iinouiil  oxprniled  under  haw!  of"  Civil  Ntabllslimeiit''  bi a,H 

MakloK  0  to(;t1  eipvodlturu  of..... 17:t,fll 

The  estiuutes  Mubuitt«d  by  the  aulborilioii  of  the  yard  for  iiev  ll 
pro\*eineutii,  repairs  and  prosurvatiou,  genenU  inaintoiuce,  juid  (' 
ratahliahmout,  are,  for — 

New  improve mviidi > ..•....•■.• ..••.> .... 

ItRpalraaiul  priWFrvAlicm f...... ■•..^. .■.......•<... .. 

Getjetsl  uinililelllUIM ..• ,.  ....  .j. ....< 

CivU  ealAbliaUmcDt 

UaUiig  a.  tolol  of ■ 78^9 

There  bns  liccu  no  special  Appropriation  for  works  of  improvo 
Ibis  yanl  for  several  years  past.     Some  of  the  objeciA  for  vbioh  ■ 
iDftt«s  nro  Mtbinilted  from  the  yard  arc  regnrilcd  as  rcr^-  net 
the  prot(.-cl[ou  of  the  public  proltcrtA'^  and  oa  tullUUom  to  V 
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for  i>crfonniQg  the  carrent  work  of  tho  senrioe.  Estimates  for  such  as 
aru  deemed  of  pressiDg  necessity  by  the  bareaa  are  Vsiibuiit ted  in  another 
part  of  this  report. 

NEW  LONDON,  CONN. 

At  this  yard  there  has  been  ex]>ended  during  the  imst  iiscal  ye«'ir| 
under  appropriation  <<  navy-yard,  2?ew  London  :^ 

For  uatcrials $7,ni5  28 

For  Ubor 41,6ei  03 

Makiof;  an  aj^j^ngate  of $46,91)6  31 

fbo  aoioy nt  oxpended  under  head  of  "  General  maintenance/'  is G,  720  76 

Making  a  total  expenditnre  of 55,717  07 

The  above  amount,  under  head  of  ^<  Naval  station,  New  London,"  was 
exi)endC4l  in  grading  the  site,  completing  store-house,  and  erecting  tem- 

Eorary  buildings  for  stables,  blacksmith's  shop,  and  extending  watch- 
onse. 

The  estimates  submitted  by  tho  yard  authorities  for  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1878,  are,  for— 

Naval  station,  New  Loudon $157,500. 

ICritaini  and  preflerration 3,4(il> 

(ifueral  maintenance 9»,37r> 

Civil  ctttabludimeut 7,*iao 

Making  an  aggregateof v $491,574 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 

Duriu;;  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 187G,  there  was  expended  at 
this  yard,  under  appropriation  ^*  repairs  and  preservation :" 

For  uiattTiaU $10,641  60 

Fur  lalHir 72,464  (if* 

Making  an  aggregate  of $^3,106  2li 

iMidor  tlic  hciul  of  '*  General  maintenance,^  the  amount  ex- 
I  tended  was — 

Fur  materiaU S'A^i^i  72 

li.r  lab<ir 112.752  75 

Making  an  aj'gregate  of 136,601  47 

TLr  amount  cipeuded  lor  civil  catablisliment  ia 7,576  24 

Itciug  a  total  expenditure  for  the  year  of • 227,8S3  97 

There  was  no  siiecial  appropriation  for  objects  of  improvement,  and 
th«*  expenditure's  u\x}n  buildings,  docks,  wharves,  &c.,  have  been  con* 
fined  to  tlie  allotment  fur  **  repairs  and  preservation.^  These  expend- 
itiin*s  hav4*  l)een  maile  judiciously,  and  with  due  regard'  to  the  public 
interests,  llepairs  have  been  made  where  most  needed,  upon  the  prin- 
ripal  buildings,  docks,  wharves,  roads,  and  bridges,  and  a  considerable 
amount  has  been  exi)ended  in  dredging  and  removing  obstructions  lh>m 
the  channels.  Tho  earth  reuiove<I  from  the  channels  has  been  utilized 
ill  lining  u|>  low  places  and  grading  upon  the  Hats  near  Washington 
avfuue.    The  buildings  in  the  yanl  arc  generally  in  fair  condition. 

The  estimates  submitted  by  the  yard  authorities  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1878,  aw,  for— 

Nt  vr  nork^  <if  improvrnicnt ^'Ofi, Cn^  27 

Kr|iaimand  priwrvation • lUI,5Un  in) 

(irni'tal  niainU'iianro •• 174i,  ImO  UI 

Civil  catalih-hiiicnt 7,tOU  OU 

Makin;:.i  t'ifalof 6915,933  97 

M  Ah 
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This  important  yard,  located  at  the  great  commercial  center  of  the 
country,  possesses  some  advantages  over  all  others,  and  haamany  fiacil- 
ities  for  the  execution  of  the  public  work;  other  improvements  ace 
needed  to  make  the  establishment  complete,  for  some  of  which  the  yard 
authorities  have  submitted  estimates,  and  from  these  the  burean  has 
selected  such  as  it  deems  of  most  pressing  necessity,  estimates  for 
which  will  be  found  in  an  another  part  of  this  report. 

LEAGUE  ISLAND,  PA. 

By  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress  the  old  navy-yard  at  Philadelphia 
was  sold  at  public  auction  on  the  2d  day  of  December,  1875.  Prior  to 
this  sale  arrangements  were  made  for  the  removal  of  all  materials,  stores, 
and  other  public  property  from  the  old  yard  to  League  Island.  The 
United  States  steamer  Antietam  was  fitted  up  as  &  store-ship,  and  all 
the  property  belonging  to  the  United  States  under  charge  of  the  Bureau 
of  Equipment  and  Becruiting  was  placed  on  board,  and  the  vessel  was 
towed  to  League  Island,  and  moored  in  the  back  channel,  where  she 
now  remains.  A  permanent  store-house  for  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks 
haying  been  erected  at  the  island,  all  the  materials  and  stores  belong- 
ing to  that  bureau  were  transported  to  League  Island,  and  properly 
stowed  in  store.  Ko  buildings  having  been  erected  for  the  reception  of 
property  in  charge  of  other  bureaus,  temporary  buildings  were  hastUy 
constructed  for  the  protection  of  property  in  charge  of  the  Bureaus  of 
Construction  and  Bepair,  Steam-Engineering,  Ordnance,  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  Navigation,  and  Provisions  and  Clothing.  The  large  quantities 
of  materials  and  stores  under  charge  of  these  several  bureaus  were  re- 
moved as  expeditiously  and  economically  as  possible.  The  two  ship- 
houses  were  taken  down,  transported  to  League  Island,  and  re-erected ; 
tEe  Largest  as  a  ship-house  for  building  purposes,  the  other  as  a  store- 
house for  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Bepair. 

Some  other  buildings  were  removed  to  League  Island  and  re-erected^ 
others  were  tiken  down  and  the  materials  transported  to  the  island 
prior  to  the  sale  of  the  old  yard.  These  old  materials  will  be  utilized  in 
future  constructions  as  far  as  available. 

The  amounts  expended  at  this  yard  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th 
June,  187G,  are,  under  head  of  '^  Navy-yard,  League  Island: " 

For  materials $51,878  95 

For  labor 125.002  45 

Making  on  aggregate  of $176,  bbl  40 

Under  the  head  of  ^^  Bepairs  and  preservation : " 

For  materialB 18,942  41 

For  labor 96,682  75 

Making  an  aggregate  of 115  €85  16 

Under  the  head  of /< General  maintenance:" 

For  materials 22,577  26 

Forlabor 52,940  43 

Making  an  aggregate  of • 75,517  09 

Under  head  of  "Civifeatablisbment" 5,245  4«i 

And  under  the  bead  of ''Contingent'' 5,234  40 

Making  a  tot»l  of 378,504  11 
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The  estiinates  submitted  by  the  aathorities  of  the  yard  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  30th  Jane,  1878,  are— 

For  works  of  fanprovement $1,760,800 

For  repairs  and  preservation 60,000 

For  general  maintenance 64,950 

For  civil  establishment 7,900 

Making  a  total  of 1,893,650 

The  civil  engineer  says,  in  submitting  estimates  for  tbo  large  snms 
of  money  deemed  necessary  during  the  next  fiscal  year  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  important  works  designed  for  the  improvement  of  this  navy- 
yard,  it  may  be  proper  to  briefly  mention  the  leading  principles  that 
have  governed  in  determining  the  amounts  and  objects  of  the  several  ap- 
propriations recommended. 

Onbe  original  plan,  in  deciding  upon  tbo  abandonment  of  tbe  old  Pbil- 
adelphia  navy-yard  and  the  selection  of  this  island  as  tbe  site  for 
anotner  yard,  was  that  here  shonld  be  erected  a  vast  industrial  estab- 
lishment, designed  upon  the  most  extensive  scale  for  the  construction 
and  fitting  of  vessels  of  war  and  the  mannfacture  of  all  tbe  appliances 
of  naval  warfiEure. 

This  original  design  was  kept  well  in  view  by  the  board  of  civil  engi- 
neers convened  in  1873  to  prepare  the  general  plan  for  the  development 
of »  navy-yard  at  this  point.  The  plan  then  made,  and  according  to 
which  all  permanent  improvements  thus  far  have  been  built,  is  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  admit  of  the  construction  at  first  of  a  very  small  working 
navy  yard,  bnt  one  yet  capable  of  being  afterward  almost  indefinitely 
extended  without  altering  or  demolishing  the  works  first  built. 

Bat  few  permanent  improvements  under  this  plan  have  .yet  been 
made,  and  the  works  now  in  progress  are  largely  of  a  temporary  char- 
acter, intended  to  place  the  yard  as  soon  as  possible  in  working  order, 
or  in  a  condition  to  repair,  and  possibly  to  build,  iu  a  small  way,  wooden 
vessels  for  the  Navy.  These  temporary  preparations  being  well  ad- 
vanced, attention  should  now  be  given  to  the  development  of  the  orig- 
inal plan  with  as  much  rapidity  as  possible. 

In  carrying  out  this  great  design,  tbe  few  permanent  buildings  already 
erected  shoidd,  as  soon  as  possible,  be  supplemented  by  other  \Yorks 
even  more  expensive  and  difficult  of  construction  and  more  important 
in  their  uses.  The  first  and  most  important  of  these  undertakings  are 
the  Delaware  Biver  quay-wall,  the  floating-dock  basins,  and  shipbnikl- 
ing  ways.  Duripg  the  past  fiscal  year  plans,  specifications,  and  esti- 
mates have  been  prepared  for  the  first*  two  of  these  objects. 

The  active  operations  of  the  year  in  the  execution  of  the  various 
permanent  and  temporary  improvements  already  made,  and  in  thei>rep- 
aration  of  plans  and  estimates  for  those  improvements,  and  for  others 
now  in  progress,  have  left  but  little  time  for  considering  and  designing 
works  for  fnture  improvements.  In  addition  to  the  plans  named,  how- 
ever, plans  have  been  prepared  for  a  complete  system  of  sewerage  and 
drainage  for  the  yard,  and  other  designs  for  various  yard-buildings  are 
in  progress. 

From  these  plans,  and  others  of  a  preliminary  character,  the  forego- 
ing estimates  have  been  prepared ;  the  estimates  include  all  the  works 
of  improvement  that  probably  can  be  executed  during  tbe  fiscal  year 
with  advantage  to  the  interests  of  the  Government. 

WASHmOTON,  D.  C. 

The  law  making  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June, 
1876,  prohibited  the  expenditure  at  the  Washington  yard  of  any  por- 
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tion  of  tbe  amount  appropriated  under  Lead  of  ^'  Bepairs  and  preeerva* 
tion.''  There  was  a  small  balance  of  allotment  for  tbe  previous  year, 
wbicb  was  unexpended,  but  some  works  were  in  progress  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fiscal  year^  which  were  continued  until  tbe  remaining 
balance  was  exhausted. 

Tbe  amount  expended  under  head  of  << Bepairs  and  preservation"  is, 
for — 

Materials .• $1,105  89 

Labor U95  86 

Making  an  aggregate  of. $lt80l  75 

General  maintenance,  for  materials..  ••• Il,i297  45 

Labor 52,795  80 

Making  an  aggregate  of 64,008  25 

And  for  civil  establishment 4,654  31 

Being  a  total  expenditure  of 70,549  31 

The  entire  failure  of  an  appropriation  for  repairs  and  ])re8ervati(m  for 
tbe  last,  and  tbe  very  limited  amount  allotted  for  the  present  fiscal  year, 
has  compelled  the  postponement  of  many  repairs  to  the  varioas  boild- 
ings  which  are  absolutely  necessary  for  tbe  protection  of  the  public 
property,  and  consequently  a  larger  sum  will  be  required  for  the  next 
fiscal  year. 

Tbe  estimates  submitted  by  the  yard  authorities 


For  repairs  and  preservation |r>3,475 

For  general  maintenance...*  • 75,000 

For  civil  establisbment • 3,700 

Making  a  total  of 132,175 

This  yard  is  well  supplied  with  buildings  aud  machinery,  and  nothing 
is  asked  for  new  improvements ;  many  of  tbe  buildings  require  minor, 
and  some  of  them  extensive  rei^rs,  and  the  amount  estimated  is  be* 
lieved  to  be  no  more  than  is  uecessaiy  for  tbe  proper  protection  of  the 
public  property. 

NOBFOUC,  TA. 

There  was  no  appropriation  for  improvements  at  this  yard,  and  tbe 
limited  amount  allotted  under  repairs  and  preservation  has  been  judi- 
ciously and  economically  expended  in  making  such  repairs  to  the  vari- 
ous buildings,  docks,  &c.,  as  were  indispensably  necessary. 

The  amount  expended  during  tbe  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  187G, 
under  tbe  head  of  ^<  Itepairs  and  preservation,"  is— 

For  materials •. $21,024  70 

For  labor.... 35,030  64 

■                ■ 
Making  an  aggregate  of $50,955  34 

The  amount  expended  under  the  head  of  "General  mainte- 
nance "  is — 

For  materials $18,374  88 

For  labor G9,063  5J6 

Bfakingau  aggregate  of 87,438  14 

Under  the  head  of*' Civiieatabliabment"  there  was  expended 5,051  OO 

Making  a  total  expenditure  of 140,444  48 
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The  CBtimates  submitted  by  the  authorities  of  the  yard  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1878,  are,  for— 

Works  of  improTemeut (341,209  75 

Repairs  and  preBcrvation 111,764  05 

General  maiuteuance 96,786  15 

CI vil  establishment 7,600  00 

flaking  a  total  of !.    557,359  95 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  navy-yards,  and  but  few  appropria* 
tions  for  its  improvement  have  been  made  for  several  years  past;  the 
objects  for  which  these  estimates  are  submitted  are  all  important,  and 
their  constmction  at  an  eurly  day  is  mnch  desired,  as  they  will  contrib- 
ute largely  to  the  efficiency  of  the  yard. 

PENSACOLA,  PLA. 

It  became  necessary  during  the  past  year  to  erect  temporary  buildings 
for  hospital  purposes  for  the  accommodation  of  yellow-fever  patients, 
the  old  hospital-buildings  having  been  destroyed  during  the  war.  Some 
temporary  buildings  in  the  yard  were  used  for  yellow-fever  patients  in 
1874,  and  in  consequence  of  their  proximity  to  the  quarters  several  val- 
uable officers  and  men  fell  victims  to  the  disease.  These  buildings  were 
therefore  destroyed  and  new  buUdings  were  erected  outside  of  and  re- 
mote from  the  yard.  Ko  other  new  works  have  been  constructed  during 
the  past  fiscal  year. 

The  amount  expended  under  the  head  of  '< Repairs  and  preservation" 
is— 

Formaterials $11,907  51 

For  labor 32,612  72 

Making  an  aggregate  of $44,420  23 

•    Under  the  head  of  "  General  maintenance"  is — 

Formaterials 18,310  05 

For  labor 46,681  50 

Making  an  aggregate  o£ 64,991  55 

The  new  hoepilal  buildings  were  bailt  under  contract  and  charged  to  con- 
tingent, and  cost 18,872  00 

Amount  expended  nnder  ciTil  establishment 2, 001  00 

Making  a  total  expenditure  of. 130,284  78 

Estimates  are  submitted  by  the  authorities  of  the  yard  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  Juno  30, 1878 : 

For  works  of  improvement (81,440  10 

For  repairs  and  preservation 96,446  91 

For  general  maintenance , 77,503  36 

Forcivil  establishment 8,500  00 

Making  a  total  of 265,889  37 

If  this  yard  is  to  be  kept  in  active  operation,  Uie  objects  estimated  for 
are  very  desirable  and  necessaiy ;  but  if  not,  they  may  be  deferred  for 
future  consideration. 

MABE  ISLAND,  GAL. 

There  has  been  expended  at  this  yard  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 187C,  for  objects  of  improvement : 

Formaterials $101,282  05 

For  labor 71,794  20 

flaking  an  aggregate  of .* $173  076  34 
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Under  the  head  of  '< Repairs  and  preservation"  there  has 
been  expended — 

Formaterials $15,362  56 

For  labor 60,486  68 

Makiug  an  aggregate  of • |66,849  94 

Under  the  head  of  ^'General  maintenance:" 

Formaterials 24,967  70 

For  labor 80,481  94 

Making  an  aggregate  of 104,849  64 

Under  tbe  liead  of  "  Contingent ''  there  has  been  expended 18, 411  U7 

Under  tbe  bead  of  "Civil  establishment" 6,245  93 

Makiug  in  aU  a  total  of 308,402  72 

The  only  works  of  improvement  which  have  been  in  progress  darinc^ 
the  jear  are  the  excavated  stone  dry>dook  and  the  iron-plating  shop.  The 
comparatively^  small  amount  appropriated  for  these  important  works  has 
been  entirely  insufficient  to  enable  the  bnrean  to  make  much  progress 
toward  their  completion,  almost  the  whole  of  the  appropriation  having 
been  expended  within  the  first  six  months  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  the 
necessary  suspension  of  work  on  the  dry-dock  is  greatly  to  be  regretted, 
and  will  cause  delay  in  its  completion  and  additional  cost  in  the  con- 
struction. 

Estimates  have  been  submitted  by  the  authorities  of  the  yard  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878,  for — 

Works  of  iraprovement (1,647,065  61 

Repaira  and  preservation .» 159,000  00 

General  maintenance 116,560  00 

Civil  establishment 9,200  00 

Making  a  total  of 1,931,845  61 

SAOKETT'S  HABBOB,  N.  Y. 

The  expenditures  of  this  station  during  the  fiscal  year  Ending  30th 
June,  187G,  were  for  the  proper  preservation  of  the  public  property,  and 
amounted  to  $913.77. 

Some  of  the  wharves  and  buildings  having  been  recently  damaged  by 
a  severe  storm,  the  sum  of  $2,000  is  required  for  the  necessary  repairs. 

KEY  WEST,  FLA, 

At  this  station  necessary  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  wharves  and 
buildings,  and  the  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th 
June,  187G,  is : 

For  repairs  and  preservation $3,720  00 

For  general  maintenance 2,33C  04 

Miikiug  an  a^p^rej^ate  of C,oriC  04 

Estimates  have  been  received  from  the  authorities  at  the  station  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1878 : 

For  repairs  and  preservation $1^,039  30 

For  general  niaint<»nauco H,  lOG  00 

Making  a  total  of 20,744  30 
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NAVAL  ASYLUM. 

There  were,  on  the  1st  Jaly,  1875, 127  persons,  inclading  officers  and 
attendants,  borne  on  the  rolls  of  the  asylam.  During  the  year  24  bene- 
ficiaries have  been  admitted,  13  have  died,  3  were  dismissed,  5  left  at 
their  own  request,  and  2  were  sent  to  the  Oovemment  Hospital  for  the 
Insane. 

Dnring  the  past  fiscal  year  proper  care  and  attention  have  been  de- 
voted to  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  the  beneficiaries,  and  as  a  general 
role  they  conduct  themselves  with  propriety,  and  appear  contended  and 
grateful  for  the  provisions  made  by  the  Government  for  their  support 

Cases  of  insubordination  occur  occasionally,  but  these-are  suppressed 
by  a  rigid  enforcement  of  the  regulations  of  the  institution. 


The  expenses  of  the  institution  daring  the  past  year  are : 

For  sabsistence fl9,474  64 

For  clothing,  tobacco,  &o : - 13.139  47 

For  attendants 7,617  05 

For  miscellaneons  items 7,151  48 

For  repairs 4,685  64 

For  care  of  grounds ' 854  00 

Total  expenditure 52,922  98 

Estimates  have  been  submitted  by  the  governor  of  the  institution  for 
its  support  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878,  amounting  to 
•80,335. 

No.  l.^iZ^porf  of  expenditures  at  navjf  jfardi,9ttaiom$f  and  Xaval  Aeylum  for  fiscal  year  end* 

ing  June  30, 1876. 


Yardi  and  itationi. 


PortoBoath.  N.H.. 

Botton,  Mali 

New  London,  Conn 
KewTork.N.Y... 

Leafue  Island 

Waahington,  D.  C. 

Norfolk,  Va 

Pemaeola,  Fla 

Maraliland,  Cal... 
Saekett'g  Harbor... 

KeyWMt 

Naval  Afylam 


Total 


AppropristloBi. . 


a 


9 


$48,996  31 


176,881  40 


173.076  34 


5S!,929  28 


451.876  33 


H 


i 


$a0,546  66 
51,899  29 


83,106  96 
115.6BS16 
1,801  75 
56,955  34 
44,490  93 
65,849  24 


3,790  00 


443,853  93 


I 


8 

I 


978.956  41 

115^259  83 

6,790  76 

136,60147 

75^517  69 

64.003  25 

87,438  14 

64,99155 

104,849  64 

913  77 

S.  336  01 


731.671  55 


i 


8 


$5,000  93 
6,546  90 


7.576  24 
5,245  46 
4.654  31 
5,061  00 
2,001  00 
6^245  93 


42,321  77 


a 

6 

s 

a 

o 
O 


$5,234  40 


» 


18.872  00 
18.41157 


$96,504  00 
173,699  02 

55^717  07 
237,283  97 
378,504  11 

70,549  31 

149,444  48 

130.264  78 

308,432  72 

913  77 

6.066  04 

52.992  28 


42,517  97   1.712,24155 
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No.  4. — EstimatcB  received  from  navy  yardSf  aiaUong^  and  Xacal  AiyJum  for  fiscal  year  endimg 

JtfneSOy  1878. 


Yardi«  and  iitations. 


Portsmouth,  N.  II 

BoitoD,  MaM 

New  London,  Conn  . . . . 

NdwYork,  N.  Y 

League  Island,  Pa 

Washington,  D.  G 

Norfolk,  Va 

Penaacola,  Fla 

Mara  Island,  Cal 

Sackett's  Harbor.  N.  Y. 

Key  West,  Fla 

Naval  Asylum,  Pa 


Total. 


Appropriations. 


Yard  improre- 
menti. 


$463. 106  55 

457.S0OOO 

596,  G33  37 

1,760,800  00 


341,209  75 

81.440  10 
1.647,085  61 


80,335  00 


5.428, 110  S8 


Repairs  and 
preservation. 


$58,750  00 

109, 000  00 

3,469  00 

134,500  00 

60,000  00 

53,475  00 
111.764  05 

98. 445  91 

1S9.00»00 

S.000  0U 

18,639  30 


809,043  26 


(General  main-  Civil  estab* 


tcnan<w. 


lishment. 


$85,350  00 

141,550  00 
26,375  00 

176, 350  00 
64.950  00 
75,000  00 
96,786  15 
77,503  36 

116,560  00 


8,105  00 


$3.700  00 
8.6SOO0 
7,230  00 
7.800  00 
7,900  00 
3.700  00 
7.600  00 
8.500  00 
9,200  00 


868,529  51       64,280  00 


Total. 


$147,800  ai> 

722.306  ^ 

494.574  Oi 

915. 

1,893. 

132, 

557. 

265. 

1,931. 
o 


650  OC* 

m  00 

3»  96 


845  61 
000  ft> 
744  30 


7.10,963  CS 


No.  5. — Detailed  eati'mafeSf  from  navy  yards  and  stationSffor  r^airs  and  prcserration  far  ihr 

fiscal  year  ending  June-  30, 1878. 


Objects. 


Yard-bnildingt 

Officers' quarters 

Wharves,  bridges,  landings,  and 

boats 

Roads,  walks,  gutters,  and  drains. 

Fences  and  walls 

Cranes,  scows,  and  derricks 

Furnaces,  forges,  heating^appa* 

ratus,  d:c 

Tracks  and  scales 

Water  and  gas  works 

Dredging  and  scowing... 

Dry-dock , 

Miscellaneous  repairs 


Total 


S 


£ 


$15.000  00 
5.000  OU 

12,000  00 
6,000  00 
1,000  00 
5,000  00 

5,000  00 

250  00 

1,500  00 


3.000  00 
5,O0O0U 


58,750  00 


Objects. 


o 


Yard-bnildinps 

OlliciTii'  quarien 

Wbarven,  bridgei<,  landings,  and 

bOHtS 

Roads  wallci,  gnttcn,  and  drains 

Fences  and  wails 

Cranes,  scown,  and  derrickM .... 
rumncofl.  forgen,  heatiog^appa* 

ratus,  &c 

TrackM  and  scalert 

WHtcr  and  gax  works 

DredKioc  and  scowing 

Dry -dock 

Miscellaneous  repairs 

Total 


$42,821  34 
8,  742  b5 

7,821  08 

15,971  16 

5.948  &-> 

7,765  43 

732  60 
2. 088  43 
3,296  98 
10, 829  M 
1.305  82 
4,419  44 


111.764  05 


$40, 000  00 
5,000  00 

12.000  00 
8.500  00 
2.500  00 
3,000  00 

5,500  00 
5,000  00 
5,500  00 
8.500  00 
5.000  00 
8,500  00 


101),  000  00 


A 

o 

•V 

a 

9 

Pi 


$500  00 
400  00 

400  00 
544  00 
500  00 


125  00 


1,000  OU 


3,469  00 


o 


$25.000  00 
2.500  00 

40.000  00 

•10,000  00 

10,000  00 

5,000  00 

7,500  00 
2.000  00 
5,000  00 

15,000  00 
2,500  00 

10,000  00 


134,500  00 


3 


I 


$14.000  00 
300  00 

12.000  00 

10,000  00 

1.000  00 

3,000  00 

1,500  00 

2,500  00 

700  00 


5,000  00 
10,000  00 


d 


a 


$23^000  00 

400  00 

• 

1,900  OO 

175  00 

10.000  OU 

800  00 

2,000  00 

100  00 

.3.S00») 

100  00 

10,000  00 

S.  900  00 


60,  OIK)  00 


591475  00 


o 
o 

i 

Pi 


t?7,  :m  89 

2D.  !»3«»  64 

18.321  75 

5.  HM  00 

«.50O  63 

077  00 

427  00 

1,025  00 

965  00 


490  00 
10,918  00 


s 
S 


$17,000  00 
10,000  00 

10,000  00 
8.  nO()  00 
0.  «:00  (10 

10.000  00 

2,000  00 

4,000  00 

4.000  00 

20.000  00 

50,000  00 

18,000  00 


98,445  91     159.000  00 


S2 


M 

» 
CO 


$2,000  00 


«i 

m 

V 

U6 


S 

o 


$1.736  80     $-208.422  03 
58,ftfi« 


15, 972  50 


930  00 


•I- 


129.715  33 
65.048  16 
43,449  40 
34.966  43 

24,784  » 
17,893  4:« 
24.461  ye 
54.489  87 
77.285  82 
70.337  4« 


2, 000  00  I     18. 639  30 


809.043  26 
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No.  7.^J3ureau^8  eatimaies  for  navy  yards,  itatlons,  and  Kaval  Astflum  for  the  fiscal  ycta- 

endiiMfJune  30, 1878. 


Yards  and  stitloDS. 


Portnnoath 

Bmton 

New  London  .... 

N«wYork 

League Idand ... 

Wariiintton 

Norfolk 

Pensacola 

Mare  Iiland 

Sackett'a  Harbor. 

KeyWest 

Naval  Aaylnm... 
Contisgent 


Approprifitioni. 


9100,255 


Total 


Se7.993 
C55.800 


106,619 

3»,357 

902,047 


63,807 


8,154.651 


dS 


158.750 

109.000 

3,469 

134,500 

60,000 

53,475 
111,764 

OH,  445 

150,000 

S.C00 

18,639 


f  85.  STiO 

141.530 
96,375 

176.350 
64,950 
75,000 
96,7J?6 
77,503 

116,560 


809,043 


1,609 


8G2,099 


$3,700 
8,650 
7.930 
7,800 
7,900 
3.700 
7.600 
8.500 
9.900 


64,280 


a 
& 

a 

a 
o 


a 
H 


$50,000 


$147,900 
398.4:^ 
37,1774 


788  CjO 
I»,1TS 


1,28^807 

J^QOD 

901944 

SO,  000 


50,000    3.9iaLO0e 


Tlie  aggregate  amonnt  of  the  estimates  from  the  varioas  yards  and 
stations  for  improvements  is  very  large,  being  $5,347,77o.28 ;  and  the 
bureau,  after earefal  examination,  has  redaced  this  amount  to  $2,091,054, 
which  sum  is  recommended  to  be  expended  at  the  following  yards,  and 
for  the  objects  named : 

At  the  Boston  yard. 

For  bonndary-wall $52,4.*U  Oi> 

For  yards  and  docks,  blacksmith-shop « 10,{>ri8  (tn 

For  tracks  and  cars 5,000  Oi» 

For  new  floor  to  ropo-walk 32,a80  OU 

Total 100,255  00 

An  appropriation  for  the  boundary- wall  on  the  southwesterly  side  of 
the  yard  is  regarded  as  moat  urgently  required  for  the  protection  and 
safety  of  the  large  amount  of  public  property  stored  in  the  vicinity. 
At  this  i)oint  the  Government  property  is  bounded  by  property  belong- 
ing  to  the  Fitchburgh  liailroad  Company,  on  which  is  stored  a  large 
quantity  of  coal.  The  present  division  is  an  old,  dilapidated  wooden 
shed  and  fence,  affording  no  protection  whatever  against  the  ingress  of 
depredators  who  may  desire  to  enter  the  yard  for  plunder  or  for  in- 
cendiary purposes.  This  old  fence  is  450  feet  long,  reaching  to  deep 
water,  and  should  a  fire  occur  there,  either  through  accident  or  design, 
the  loss  to  the  Government  might  be  immense. 

A  blacksmith-shop  for  the  use  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  is 
greatly  needed.  At  present  all  its  work  is  done  in  an  old  shed,  very 
inconvenient  and  dangerous,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  all  the  old 
temporary  buildings  should  be  removed  from  the  yard  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, as  they  are  unsightly,  inconvenient,  and  unsafe. 

The  appropriation  for  tracks  and  cars  is  of  much  importance.  The  cost 
of  transporting  heavy  articles  over  common  roads  is  very  great,  and  the 
extension  of  these  rail-tracks  through  the  yards  generally  will  add 
greatly  to  our  facilities,  and  effect  great  economy  in  the  expenditarea 
tJor  transportation. 

The  floor  of  the  large  rope*walk  is  in  a  wretched  condition,  and  shonld 
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be  reuewed  at  once.  lu  its  present  state  the  manufacture  of  cordage  is 
much  impeded,  irom  frequent  giving  way  of  the  door  and  the  time  ex- 
pended in  necessary  temporary  repairs.  This  is  the  only  rope-walk 
belonging  to  the  Government;  its  machinery  is  good  and  the  building 
should  be  kept  in  good  repair. 

« 

At  the  Keio  York  yard. 

For  tiQiber-ebed $80,754 

For  timber  and  knee  baain r22,732 

For  xotainiog  crib- work  at  Washiogtou  avenue 64,497 

Total 987,  IWJ 

The  object  of  first  importance  and  necessity  at  this  yard  is  an  increase 
in  the  accommodations  for  the  storage  of  timber  and  plank,  large  quan- 
tities of  which  are  now  in  the  yard,  unprotected  from  the  effects  of  the 
weather  and  subject  to  rapid  decay.  The  loss  occasioned  by  the  dete- 
rioration of  this  valuable  and  costly  material  would  soon  equal  the  cost 
of  the  building,  and  the  early  construction  of  this  shed  would  therefore 
1)6  a  matter  of  economy. 

The  accumulation  of  large  quantities  of  very  valuable  live-oak  timber, 
by  the  annual  deliveries  at  this  yard,  constantly  increases  the  neces* 
Bit^  for  a  proper  place  for  its  deposit  and  protection  from  the  damaging 
effects  of  exposure.  This  timber  requires  water-seasoning,  and  the 
present  dock  is  entirely  too  limited  in  extent  to  receive  the  timber  sow 
on  hand,  and  consequently  much  of  it  is  exposed  to  the  weather,  besides 
occupying  valuable  space  in  the  yard  much  needed  for  other  purposes. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  appropriation  for  extending  this  basin  will  be 
made. 

Eetaining  cribtcork  along  boundary-line  from  ike  channel  to  ^YaHhington 
avenue. — ^The  length  of  this  line  is  760  feet,  and  borders  on  a  slip  70 
feet  wide,  belonging  to  the  city  of  Brooklyn.  The  authorities  of  that 
city  and  the  harbor-commissioners  have  complained,  and  still  complain, 
that  the  alluvium  from  this  unprotected  water-front  of  the  Government 
lands  is  constantly  passing  into  their  slip,  and  also  into  the  channel,  and 
obstructing  general  navigation  in  that  quarter.  It  is  to  obviate  these 
complaints,  and  to  protect  and  improve  the  Government  property,  that 
an  appropriation  is  asked  for  this  object.  It  is  proposed  to  construct  a 
crib-work  CO  feet  within  the  Government  line,  by  which  arrangement  a 
slip  60  feet  wide  will  be  secured,  and  the  inside  of  the  orib-work  would 
form  the  northerly  boundary  of  the  timber-basin,  and  upon  which  tim- 
ber could  be  landed  in  close  proximity  to  the  basin.  The  object  is  a 
very  important  one,  and  would  add  greatly  to  the  protection  and  use- 
fuloess  of  that  section  of  the  yard. 

At  League  Island^  Pennsglvania. 

For  commencing  nnay.wall  on  Delaware  front $137,500 

For  commencing  noating-dock  harin 413,:i00 

For  grading,  graveling,  and  paving • 95,000 

For  embankments 5,000 

For  tempoji^ry  roads  and  tracks 5, 000 

Total 666,800 

In  executing  the  plan  proposed  for  the  development  of  this  yard,  one 
of  the  first  objects  of  improvement  will  be  the  construction  of  a  pcurma- 
uent  quay-wall  along  the  Delaware  ijront ;  this  will  protect  the  yard 
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from  iuaudatioQ  in  that  quarter,  provide  landiog-places  for  materiaU, 
and  berths  for  vessels ;  and  the  early  commencemei{t  of  its  coustractlan 
is  regarded  of  great  importance,  as  it  is  a  work  of  great  magnitade, 
and  will  require  large  appropriations  and  much  time  for  its  entire  com- 
pletion. 

The  commencement  of  the  fioatiug-dock  basin  is  a  work  that  sboold 
be  provided  for  at  once,  as  there  are  no  means  at  present  by  which  ac- 
cess can  be  had  to  the  bottoms  of  vessels  requiring  repairs.  We  have  a 
floating-dock  at  the  yard,  but  there  is  no  place  yet  prepared  for  its  ose, 
and,  unless  an  appropriation  is  made  at  once  to  secure  a  proper  place 
for  its  operation,  the  dock  will  remain  useless  and  subject  to  great  dete- 
rioration. 

The  amount  asked  for  grading,  graveling,  and  paving  is  much  needed; 
about  twenty-nine  acres  have  been  filled  in  from  the  excavations  ia  the 
back  channel,  and  the  material  is  of  such  a  character  as  to  require  a 
covering  of  gravel,  and  the  streets  and  avenues  require  paving  to  ren- 
der them  passable  in  wet  seasons. 

The  small  amount  asked  for  embankments  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
keep  them  in  a  proper  state  of  security.  The  failure  of  these  embaok* 
ments  during  the  freshets  caused  the  overflow  of  the  large  part  of  the 
island,  which  is  attended  with  great  expense  and  delay  in  the  oonstrac- 
tion  of  the  improvements  authorized. 

The  present  condition  of  the  surface  of  the  yard  is  such  as  to  pre- 
clude the  possibility  of  heavy  hauling  without  the  aid  of  rail-tracks. 
Quite  a  large  amount  of  these  tracks  has  been  laid  with  great  advan- 
tage and  economy  to  the  Government,  and  their  extension  and  repair  is 
indispensable  for  the  transportation  of  all  the  large  quantities  of  mate- 
rials required  in  the  construction  of  the  various  works  of  improvement. 

At  Norfolk  napgyard. 

For  couatruotion  of  timber-shed  No.  32 153,306 

For  oonstraction  of  timber-shed  No.  33 53.306 

Total 106»61S 

The  small  amount  of  accommodations  for  the  storage  and  protectiou 
of  timber  at  this  yard  is  a  source  of  groat  loss  and  incoovenienoe. 
Very  large  quantities  of  costly  and  valuable  timber  have  been  aoeitmn* 
lated  here  for  future  use,  most  of  which  is  exposed  to  the  weather  and 
subject  to  rapid  decay.  This  timber  cannot  always  be  readily  obtained 
when  wanted,  and  it  is  a  wise  policy  to  keep  a  good  stock  on  hand,  tiiat 
it  may  be  thoroughly  seasoned  when  needed  for  use.  These  appropria- 
tions are  regarded  as  of  great  importance  and  necessity. 

At  tlie  Pcmacola  navy-yard. 

For  timber-shod  No.  11 $36,357 

This  timber-shed  is  much  needed  for  the  protection  of  timber  and 
lumber  belonging  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks.  This  bureau  has 
barely  storage-space  for  the  protection  of  a  small  quantity  of  planed 
lumber;  all  its  rough  timber  and  lumber  is  exposed  alternately  to  the 
rays  of  the  sun  and  the  heavy  rains,  which  in  this  climate  causes  rapid 
decay  and  much  loss. 

The  cost  of  this  building  would  soon  be  saved  by  a  proper  protection 
of  the  material  from  the  effects  of  the  weather,  which  are  very  dam- 
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At  the  navy-yard y  Mare  Island. 

For  cuniiuaation  of  atone  dry-dook.... $660,000 

For  remoTal  of  gas-holder  and  gas- works 6,750 

For  completing  reservoir  and  water-pipes 37,297 

For  roads  and  pavements ^ 68,000 

For  dredging  cnanuels 40,000 

For  commencing  qnay-wall  and  wharves 100,000 

Total 902,047 

In  conseqaonce  of  the  very  iosafficient  appropriation  for  the  dry- 
dock  last  year,  it  has  progressed  but  little  beyond  the  mere  provifiion  of 
the  granite  of  the  floor,  and  with  this  exception  it  remains  in  about 
the  same  condition  it  was  in  at  the  date  of  the  last  aanual  report. 

The  appropriation  for  the  present  fiscal  year  is,  in  proportion  to  what 
the  completion  of  this  great  and  expensive  work  will  cost,  a  very  small 
one,  being  barely  sufficient  to  protect  the  works  daring  the  year ;  con- 
sequently, it  cannot  be  presumed  to  be  much  forwarded  by  this  trifling 
sum.  The  reasons  for  asking  for  and  recommending  a  liberal  amount 
for  carrying  it  vigorously  on  in  future  are  very  obvious.  The  peculiar 
circumstances  under  which  a  dry-dock  must  be  built  render  its  con- 
struction one  of  much  risk,  and  therefore  demand,  for  its  avoidance  as 
taiv  as  possible,  prompt  and  continuous  operations.  The  whole  founda- 
tion and  a  very  large  portion  of  its  masonry  resting  upon  a  level  many 
feet  below  tide-water,  require  protection,  while  being  laid,  by  a  coffer- 
dam of  a  necessarily  temporary  character,  the  continuation  of  which  is 
not  calculated  upon  except  for  about  the  time  that  its  use  ought  to  be 
required  in  the  uninterrupted  construction  of  the  work  it  is  intended  to 
secure.  Its  iron  fastenings  are  exposed  to  the  corrosive  action  of  salt 
water,  and  thus,  sooner  or  later,  must  become  too  weak  for  its  safety. 
Other  influences,  of  water-pressure,  the  action  of  waves,  and  general 
wear  and  tear  in  the  course  of  time,  must  add  their  impairing  effects 
and  impose  the  necessity  of  continued  repairs,  the  cost  of  which  in- 
creases in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time  such  structures  are  main- 
tained. If,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  proper  appropriations,  the 
completion  of  this  work  is  delayed  until  this  coffer-dam  should  so  far 
deteriorate  as  to  give  way  under  the  pressure  imposed  upon  it,  the  con- 
sequences would  be  very  disastrous  and  involve  a  serious  loss  to  the 
Gh>vemment. 

It  seems  proper  to  state,  as  an  additional  reason  for  the  speedy  com- 
pletion of  this  work,  that  the  sectional  wooden  dock,  on  which  we  at  pres- 
ent solely  depend  for  docking  vessels,  cannot  be  relied  upon  much 
longer  without  very  extensive  repairs,  if  not  absolute  renewal.  In 
either  case  the  cost  of  such  work  must  be  great,  and  wisdom  would 
seem  to  dictate  its  prevention  by  carrying  the  stone  dock  at  once  to 
completion  for  use. 

With  these  views*,  the  Bureau  strongly  urges  the  provision  of  sufficient 
means  for  pushing  the  work  during  the  coming  fiscal  year,  as  far  as  it 
can  be  carried.  U  the  stone  for  the  entrance  can  be  provided  and  laid 
and  the  caisson  furnished,  the  structure  can  be  put  in  a  suitable  state 
for  completion  the  following  3^ear,  provided  the  remaining  necessary 
funds  are  then  furnished. 

REMOVAL  OF   GAS-HOLDEB  AMD  QAS-WOBKS. 

The  location  of  the  stone  dock,  pumping-house,  and  well,  between 
the  wings  of  the  smithery  No.  69,  as  recomiQended  in  the  report  of  the 
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board  of  civil  engineers,  of  November  10,  1873,  necessitates  the  re- 
moval of  the  present  gas-holder,  which  is  situated  on  these  premises.  It 
is  proposed  to  remove  the  i^hole  of  the  gas-works  to  block  No.  51,  whidi 
by  the  engineers'  report  is  assigned  for  such  purposes.  The  estimate 
includes  a  convenient  but  temporary  building,  and  the  use  of  the  pres* 
ent  works,  as  it  is  believed  they  will  serve  until  a  more  extensive  and 
permanent  establishment  can  be  provided. 

C03IPLETING  BESEHVOm  AND  WATER-PIPES. 

These  works  having  been  already  commenced  and  progressed  to  nearly 
the  completion  of  the  reservoir,  there  remains  only  the  furnishing  and 
laying  down  of  the  main  and  service  pipes,  and  the  provision  of  the 
pumping-works,  to  complete  the  system  designed. 

The  entire  absence  of  springs  and  reliable  wells  on  this  island  ren- 
dered a  resort  to  artificial  means  for  storing  the  water  aflforded  by  the 
winter  rains  a  necessity,  as  well  as  au  economical  arrangement.  The 
cisterns  in  the  yard  will  contain  only  about  one  month's  supply,  aD<l 
after  they  are  exhausted  we  are  dependent  upon  outside  sources,  which 
are  expensive  and  uncertain. 

The  appropriation  for  this  object  is  regarded  as  of  great  importanoe, 
both  on  account  of  economy  and  safely.  Should  fire  occur  in  the  yard, 
we  must  depend  entirely  on>  our  own  fire-department,  which  is  quite 
limited,  as  no  aid  could  be  obtained  from  outside,  and  the  result  would 
l)robably  be  very  disastrous  to  the  Government. 

BOADS  AMD  PAYKMEMS. 

The  want  of  good  roads  as  well  as  an  adequate  water-supply  has  Ion); 
been  severely  felt  at  &\s  yard,  and  no  Improvements  are  more  needed 
than  these ;  without  them  all  others  lose  a  great  part  of  their  efficiency. 
In  wet  weather,  owing  to  the  natural  quality  of  the  soil  whereon  the 
yard-routes  of  travel  lie,  they  become  almost  impassable  to  teams,  and 
many  important  points  are  inaccessible,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  deep 
mud.  This  appropriation  is  one  of  g^eat  imx>ortance  and  necessity,  and 
is  strongly  urged  by  the  bureau. 

DBEDGXMG  AND  SCOWIKa. 

For  maintaining  a  proper  depth  of  water  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wharvei» 
and  at  the  landings,  the  operation  of  dredging  is  indispensable ;  its  efli- 
ciency  and  economy,  however,  may  bo  greatly  increased  by  the  adoption 
of  some  system  that  will  utilize  the  excavated  material  by  depositing  it 
upon  the  tule-lands  belonging  to  the  island,  instead  of  towing  it  several 
miles  and  dumping  it  overboard,  to  be  again  deposited  In  the  channel 
With  the  view  of  providing  suitable  machinery  and  apparatus  to  secur 
this  desirable  end,  the  bureau  submits  tbis  estimate  and  urges  the  aiv 
propriation. 

COM^dKCING  QUAY- WALL  A?^D  W^AIlyBS. 

The  location  and  system  of  quay-walls  as  recommended  by  the 
Doard  of  civil  engineers  ongbt  to  bo  at  once  undertaken,  not  only 
for  the  puri^oso  of  supplying  the  necessities  of  the  national  ship- 
ping, but  for  the  maintenance  of  the  yanl  water-front  and  its  proiHT 
channel.  An  improvement  of  tbis  kind  must  be  considered  fundamental 
for  the  essential  purposes  of  a  navy-yard,  and  should  be  undertaken 
in  the  early  stages  of  its  development  and  continued  until  .a  reasonable 
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provision  is  made  to  meet  tbe  demands  which  are  likely  to  arise  in  the 
future.  Tbe  present  irregular  water-front  causes  eddies  and  deposits, 
and  this  renders  the  almost  constant  use  of  dredging-machines  a  neces- 
sity. With  a  straight  line  of  quay-wall,  presenting  no  obstructions  to 
the  natural  currents  of  the  river,  as  is  now  proposed,  it  is  confidently 
believed  that  tbe  currents  sweeping  idong  this  uninterrupted  line  will 
scour  the  bottom  and  give  a  line  of  wharfSage  accessible  at  all  times. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  objects  for  which  appropriations 
are  asked.  It  is  a  work  of  great  magnitude,  will  require  several  years 
for  its  entire  completion,  and  should  be  commenced  as  soon  as  possible.- 

BSPAIBS  AJXD  PBSSEBVATION. 

The  amounts  submitted  under  this  head — $809,042— ^are  those  which 
have  been  furnished  from  the  various  yards  and  stations,  and  are 
believed  to  be  no  more  than  are  necessary  for  the  proper  care  and  pres- 
ervation of  the  large  amount  of  public  property  committed  to  the 
charge  of  this  bureau.  For  several  years  past,  and  especially  for  the 
present  fiscal  year,  the  appropriations  have  not  been  sufficient  to  meet 
all  the  demands  upon  them,  and  consequently  some  of  the  large  and 
expensive  buildings  have  suffered  for  want  of  timely  repairs. 

GENEBAL  MAINTENANCE. 

The  amounts  submitted  under  this  head — $862,029 — are  in  accordance 
with  the  estimates  furnished  from  the  different  yards  and  stations.  They 
are  based  upon  past  experience  of  the  demands  under  the  numerous 
items  of  expenditure.  And  though  considerably  larger  than  the  appro- 
priation for  the  present  fiscal  year,  which  was  unnsu^y  small,  they  are 
not  larger  than  the  appropriations  under  this  head  in  former  years.  The 
pay  of  watchmen  at  the  several  yards  is  an  unavoidable  expense,  and 
amounts  to  nearly  one-fourth  the  appropriation  asked  for.  Other  neces- 
sary expenses,  such  as  purchase  and  maintenance  of  teams,  carts,  &c., 
timber- wheels,  coal,  and  other  fuel,  candles,  oil,  and  gas,  cleaning  and 
clearing  up  yards,  attendance  on  fires,  fire-engines  and  apparatus,  and 
water-tax,  amount  to  a  large  sum,  which  cannot  be  curtailed  without  det- 
riment to  the  public  interests. 

CIVIL  ESTABLIBHHENT. 

The  estimates  for  this  branch  of  the  service— $64,280— are  believed  to 
be  no  larger  than  necessary  to  secure  the  services  of  proper  and  eflScieut 
persons  to  perform  the  important  duties  imposed  upon  them.  Many  of 
these  duties  are  arduous,  and  require  for  their  proper  discharge  men  of 
ability,  intelligence,  industry,  and  integrity. 

COiniNGEKT. 

This  fund  is  to  defray  the  expense  of  any  Unforeseen  casualty  which 
may  occur  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  its  expenditure  is  carefully  guarded. 
The  amount— $50,000— is  small,  and  will  not  be  used  unless  demanded 
by  actual  necessity. 

NAVAL  ASYLUM. 

The  amount  estimated  for  this  institution  for  pav  of  attendants,  sup- 
port of  beneficiaries,  and  necessary  repairs  of  buildings,  furniture,  fiir- 

37  Ab 
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naces  and  grates,  cemetery,  and  care  of  public  grounds  ia  $63,507,  whicL 
amount  is  by  law  paid  out  of  Navy  pension  fund* 

Accompanying  this  report  is  an  abstract  of  offers  for  supplies  received 
for  furnishing  articles  coming  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  made  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  3, 1843. 

The  following  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878,  are 
respectfully  submitted : 

Sheet  No.  1.  For  support  of  Bureau  Yards  and  Docks $16, 480 

Sheet  No.  2.  For  general  maintenance  of  yards  and  stations, 

and  for  contingent 912, 020 

Sheet  No.  3.  For  support  of  Naval  Asylum 63, 597 

Sheet  No.  4.  For  repairs  and  preservation 809, 042 

Sheet  No.  5.  For  improvements  at  navy-yanls 2, 091, 054 

For  civil  establishment 64, 280 


i 


Total  estimates  for  Bureau  Yards  and  Docks 3, 956, 48u} 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  HOWELL, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 
Hon.  Oeoege  M.  Bobeson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


BUEEAU  OP  NAVIGATION. 

BuBBAu  OF  Navigation,  Navy  Department, 

October  31, 187a 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Bureau 
of  Navigation  for  the  past  year,  together  with  estimates  for  its  support 
and  for  the  expenditures  that  will  probably  be  required  in  that  division 
of  the  naval  service  committed  to  its  immediate  charge  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1878.  Included  in  this  report,  and  transmitted 
herewith,  are  the  reports  and  estimates  of  the  several  offices  under  its 
cognizance,  and  an  abstract  of  offers  for  supplies  received. 

NAVIGATION. 

The  bureau,  with  the  consent  of  th^  Deportment,  has  removed  the 
compass-stations,  for  the  reasons  stated  in  last  year's  report.  Other 
means  have  been  provided  for  making  deviation-tables  speedily  and 
correctly,  whenever  desired.  This  should  be  done  several  times  during 
a  cruise,  and  always  when  the  vessel  changes  greatly  her  geographical 
position. 

The  appended  report  of  Professor  B.  F.  Greene,  United  States  Navy, 
charged  with  the  superintendence  of  compasses,  gives  detailed  informa* 
tion  on  this  important  subject 

HYDBOGRAPHY,  CHARTS,  AND  BOOKS. 

The  Hydrographic  Office  iDcreases  yearly  its  sphere  of  usefulness, 
and  supplies  in  general  our  Navy  and  our  merchant-marine  with  nau- 
tical charts,  sailing-directions,  and  hydro^aphic  information  j^eneral^\ 
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The  appended  report  of  the  Hydrographer,  and  the  suggestions  made 
therein,  will  doubtless  receive  your  careful  consideration. 

The  work  of  telegraphic  determinations  of  longitude  in  the  West 
Indies  has  been  brought  to  a  close  for  the  present,  having,  indeed,  been 
carried  as  far  ns  is  practicable  at  this  time.  The  results  have  been 
satisfactory.  The  work  was  ably  conducted  by  Lieut.  Commander  F. 
M.  Green,  in  command  of  the  Qe^ysborg,  whose  report  gives  in  detail 
all  of  the  latitudes  and  longitudes  determined  to  the  nearest  limit  of 
error; 

By  your  orders,  this  work  will  be  extended  this  winter,  by  means  of 
chronomethc  and  other  determinations  between  the  island  of  Trinidad 
and  Aspinwall,  along  the  northern  coast  of  South  America. 

The  Gettysburg,  now  under  the  command  of  Lieut.«Gommander  H. 
H.  Gorringe,  is  engaged  in  obtaining  information  in  localities  found 
deficient  in  the  sailing-directions  of  the  Mediterranean.  As  the  woric 
of  compiling  what  has  been  published  was  done  by  this  officer,  he  is 
specially  qualified  to  supply  deficiencies  in  information. 

A  vessel  named  by  you  as  likely  to  be  available  for  making  a  running 
survey  oi  the  coast  of  Guatemala  has  been  supplied  partially  with  in- 
struments and  deep-sea  sounding  apparatus  for  use  in  to&nsit. 

The  bureau  has  to  regret  that  in  several  cases,  and  indeed  in  every 
case  where  this  sounding-apparatus  has  been  furnished  to  vessels-of- 
war  without  specific  instructions  for  sounding,  not  a  single  cast  has  been 
made.  This  will  make  it  advisable  hereafter  to  furnish  this  apparatus 
only  in  exceptional  cases,  accompanied  by  specific  orders  for  sounding. 

At  the  time  of  my  last  report,  the  Tuscarora,  under  the  command  of 
Commander  J.  N.  Miller,  was  commendng  a  line  of  soundings  from  the 
Sandwich  Islands  to  the  Fecyee  Islands,  and  thence  to  the  port  of  Bris- 
bane, Australia;  further  projected  soundings  were  not  made,  owing  to 
the  work  having  already  been  done  by  the  English. 

These  soundings  are  of  great  interest  to  scientists,  and  afford  defi- 
nite information  to  those  who  may  be  interested  in  submarine  cables 
between  the  points  named. 

This  sounding  was  done  by  the  Tuscarora  without  interfering  with 
her  important  duties  as  a  vessel-of-war,  and  afforded  a  practical  illustra- 
tion that  deep-sea  soundings,  as  now  made,  require  no  sacrifice  to  that 
work  as  a  specialty. 

Several  years  consecutively  this  bureau  has  asked  appropriations  for 
establishing  the  survey  of  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  on  a  proper  basis, 
and  has  endeavored  to  show  what  should  be  done,  and  that  it  proi>erly 
belongs  to  our  Government  to  do  it.  A  steamer  properly  built  for  the 
work,  and  two  three-masted  schooners,  with  the  necessary  outfits,  would 
cost  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and,  when  at  work,  this  force  would 
be  maintained  at  less  cost  than  an  ordinary  cruiser,  and  in  addition  to 
serving  usefully  as  vessels-of-war  would,  by  co-operating,  spare  great 
labor  in  establishing  positions,  in  making  excellent  running  surreys, 
and  thus  rendering  comparatively  safe  the  navigation  of  that  great 
ocean. 

The  instrumental  location  of  a  transcontinental  ship-canal-liue  on  the 
isthmus  of  Panama,  as  well  as  that  known  as  the  Atrato-Napipi  route, 
remains  unpublished  from  a  lack  of  the  necessary  appropriations.  The 
maps,  plaqs,  and  calculations  have  been  made  for  more  than  one  year. 

It  is  intended  to  keep  the  libraries  of  our  ships-of-war  up  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  age  by  adding  new  publications  which  appear  to  be 
(^culated  to  extend  the  usefulness  of  the  Navy,  which  goes  bejopd 
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mere  efficiency  in  oar  vessels  for  war  purposes,  as  is  shown  in  the  col- 
lateral employment  of  onr  vessels-of-war  under  the  command  of  luid 
aided  by  able  and  efficient  officers. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  INTEBNATIONAL  CENTENNIAL  EXHIBITION. 

This  barean  has  complied  with  all  reqnirements  from  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Navy  Department  at  the  Government  Exhibition  in  sopply- 
ing  articles  of  interest  under  its  cognizance,  comprising  compasses,  and 
the  various  nautical,  meteorological,  surveying,  and  plotting  instm- 
ments:  deep-sea  and  ordinary  sounding  implements;  running,  signal, 
and  otner  lights ;  nlght*signals ;  nautical  charts  and  sailing-directioDs ; 
a  flag-ship's  library,  and  a  collection  of  national  flags  from  the  eartieat 
peri^  of  this  Government  to  date,  as  well  as  distinguishing  and  signal 
flags;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  state  that  the  contributions  from  this  bu- 
reau were  appreciated  as  a  very  interesting  part  of  the  display  made  by 
the  Navy. 

NAVAL  OBSEBVATOSY. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Naval  Observatory,  herewith 
appended,  presents  the  subjects  under  his  charge  so  fully  as  to  require 
no  specisd  notice  of  this  bureau. 

NAUTICAL  ALMANAC. 

The  report  of  Prof.  J.  H.  G.  Coffin,  charged  with  the  calculations, 
reductions,  and  publication  of  our  Nautical  Almanac,  requires  special 
attention.  The  calculations  and  reductioas  are  made  years  in  advance, 
and  indeed  the  publications  must  be  also,  in  order  to  fulfill  their  pur- 
poses.   Without  sufficient  appropriations  this  cannot  be  done. 

SIGNALS  AND  SIGNAL-OFFICE. 

The  appended  report  of  the  Ghief  Signal-Officer  of  the  Navy  will  be 
read  witii  interest,  aflbrding  as  it  does  evidence  of  increased  efficiency-. 

The  tactical  and  general  signal-books  are  now  completed  and  issued, 
and  a  blind  established  which  will  render  the  possession  of  the  signal- 
books,  with  the  blind  included,  of  no  value  to  an  enemy. 

New  methods  of  night-signaling  for  fleets  have  been  satisfactorily 
tested,  and  still  further  success  seems  to  be  assured,  whilst  the  use  of 
electricity  for  lighting  vessels-of-war  and  for  signaling  seems  to  be  prob- 
able ere  lon^.  Indeed,  for  signaling  it  is  only  unemployed  now  because 
it  is  relatively  expensive. 

The  Ghief  Signal-Officer,  with  two  assistants,  is  now  endeavoring  to 
establish  a  practicable  method  of  phonetic  signaling,  sufficiently  inex- 
pensive, if  possible,  to  allow  its  use  on  board  of  merchant-steamers  and 
sailing-vessels  for  indicating  at  least  the  course  steered,  and,  with  vessels- 
of-war,  for  communicating  with  each  other  in  fogs  and  thick  weather, 
orally,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  done  visually  by  the  Army  signal 
method. 

OFFICE  OF  DETAIL. 

The  naval  service  supplies  twenty  officers  employed  under  the  Treasury 
Department  in  the  various  duties  connected  with  the  Light-House  Estab- 
lishment and  the  inspection  of  light-houses.  It  furnishes,  also,  fifty 
officers,  of  different  grades,  engaged  in  the  hydrographic  work  of  the 
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Coast  Sorveyy  who  are  thus  gaining  an  experience  tbat  will  be  of  great 
advantage,  proBpectively,  to  the  Navji  even  when  it  is  considered 
strictly  for  war  purposes,  whilst  the  Government  gains  the  advantage  of 
employing  this  large  number  of  officers  in  purely  civil  pursuits  to  ren- 
der navigation  safe.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  their  pay  and  main- 
tenance is  chargeable  to  the  naval  appropriations,  and  that  their  serv- 
ices elsewhere  entail  a  considerable  expenditure  that  would  otherwise 
not  be  incurred  by  the  Navy. 

OONTRACTS. 

With  the  exception  of  illuminating-oils^  and  commanders'  and  navi- 
gators' stationery,  the  supplies  with  the  furnishing  of  which  this  bureau 
is  charged  are  of  such  special  nature  as  to  forbid  the  exercise  of  the  con- 
tract system^  but  necessarily  demand  a  purchase  by  careful  selectioni 
and  at  fair  prices  to  dealers  and  instrument-makers. 
Bespectfully  submitted. 

DANIEL  AMMEN, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Hon.  Geo.  M.  Bobeson, 

Secretary  of  the  ifavy. 


BUREAU  OF  EQUIPMENT  AND  BECEUITING. 

Navy  Department^ 
Bureau  of  EQxnPMENT  Aim  BEORXTinKa, 

October  23, 1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  this  bureau,  with 
the  estimates  for  its  support  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  99  vessels  have  'been  either  partially  or 
wholly  equipped  under  this  bureau  at  the  several  navy-yards,  at  an  ex- 
penditure for  labor  of  $320,000,  the  greater  part  of  the  materials  having 
been  supplied  from  the  stock  on  hand,  which,  however,  is  rapidly  dimin- 
ishing. 

Sixty-one  thousand  three  hundred  and  eleven  tons  of  coal  have  been 
purchased  at  home  and  abroad  for  the  use  of  the  Navy,  under  this  bu- 
reau, costing,  including  freight  and  shipments,  $623,237.76. 

Three  hundred  tons  of  hemp  have  been  purchased,  costing  $91,459.92. 

The  rope- walk  at  Charlestown  navy-yard  has  supplied  the  wants  of 
the  service  with  wire,  hemp,  manila  and  hide  rope. 

The  equipment-shops  at  the  Washington  navy-yard  have  furnished 
all  the  anchors,  chains,  &c.,  needed  for  the  service. 

IMPROVED  aALLET. 

Since  my  last  report  an  improved  galley  has  been  introduced  into  the 
Navy,  at  a  slightly  less  cost  than  tibe  old  one,  and  with  a  material  econ- 
omy in  fuel  and  increased  fEMsilities  for  cooking ;  dispensing  in  smaller 
ships  with  the  former  cumberaome  and  expensive  bake-oven. 

If  the  same  improvements  (which  are  patented)  can  be  introduced  in 
the  galleys .  manufactured  at  the  Washington  navy-yard,  it  will  be  ad  ^ 
visable  to  manufacture  them  there  in  prrference  to  buying  of  private 
parties. 

I  earnestly  recommend  that  in  fni;ure  all  galleys  on  single-decked 
ships  be  placed  under  the  top-gallant  forecastle. 
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OHAIN-mOK. 

During  the  past  few  years  quite  a  number  of  ships  have  parted  iLtni 
chains  without  undue  strain.  A  series  of  experiments  instituted  by  my 
predecessor,  and  conducted  by  Commander  Beardslee,  disclosed  the  fact 
that  much  of  the  iron  used  in  the  manufacture  of  chains  for  the  Sorj 
was  defective  in  the  necessary  qualities. 

In  consequence  of  these  experiments,  the  testing>machiao  at  the 
Washington  navy-yard  has  been  placed  in  thorough  order,  and  its  ac 
curacy  established ;  the  proof-table  has  also  been  revised. 

All  iron  for  the  above  purpose  is  now  examined  by  a  board  of  officers 
before  purchase,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  we  are  at  present 
manufacturing  chains  and  anchors  of  the  very  best  qucdity. 

STEEL- WIBE  HA'WSEUS. 

During  the  past  year  the  subject  of  wire  hawsers  has  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  bureau. 

Wire  hawsers  are  coming  into  use  in  foreign  navies,  particularly  for 
towing  purposes.  They  have  advantages  over  hemp  and  manila,  which 
it  is  not  necessary  to  mention  here. 

The  bureau  has  hitherto  found  it  impossible  to  obtain  steel  wire  in 
this  country  of  the  requisite  strength.  A  quantity  was  imported  firom 
England,  and  a  steel-wire  hawser  of  7:|^inches  in  circumferenoe  was 
manufactured  at  the  rope-walk  in  the  jBoston  navy-yard,  and  is  now 
on  exhibition  at  the  Centennial. 

The  commandant  at  the  Boston  yard  has  orders  to  manu&ctore  two 
more  hawsers,  one  of  foreign  steel  and  one  of  domestic,  if  it  can  be  ob- 
tained.   These  hawsers  are  intended  for  towing  the  monitors. 

In  this  connection,  a  board  of  officers  is  now  in  session  at  the  Waah- 
ingtoQ  navy-ya^  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  upon  iron  and  steel  wire 
for  standing  rigging  and  hawsers,  their  comparative  qualities  and  cost, 
the  best  method  of  preserving  them  from  deterioration,  and  to  ascer- 
tain the  best  manufacturers,  &c.  . 

I  anticipate  the  time  when  wire  will  not  only  be  used  for  hawsera,  bot 
for  tibe  more  important  purpose  of  anchoring  ships.  Wire  cables  have 
80  many  advantages  that  I  think  they  must  eventually  be  adopted. 

ALLOWANOE-BOOK. 

The  book  of  allowances  for  this  bureau  was  compiled  at  a  time  when 
men-of-war  were  forced  to  be  self-sustaining,  for  very  often  the  whole 
term  of  their  cruises ;  but  now,  when  naval  stores  can  be  found  in  nearly 
every  port,  and  when  steam  and  the  telegraph  render  communication 
with  sources  of  supply  so  easy  and  so  firequent,  it  is  no  longer  neces- 
sary to  burden  the  holds  and  other  store-rooms  of  our  ships  with  arti> 
cles  often  never  used.  Not  only  economy  but  the  health  and  comfort 
of  the  crew  will  be  increased  by  a  stxict  revision  and  curtailment  of 
the  allowancos,  and  this  is  now  being  done. 

HEOBIVINa- SHIPS  IN  BESEBVS   FOB  SBA-SSBTIOB. 

In  pursuance  of  the  policy  of  the  Department  to  have  the  ships  em- 
ployed on  the  recruiting-stations  in  condition  for  sea-service  as  near  as 
possible,  the  steam -frigates  Colorado  and  Wabash  are  now  in  commis- 
sion as  receiving-ships  at  New  York  and  Boston;  the  Franklin,  on  her 
way  home  from  Europe,  has  been  ordered  to  Norfolk,  and  the  Wyoming 
is  fitting  out  at  Washington* 
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These  ships  coDstitute  a  reserve  doss,  and,  although  not  of  modem 
type,  might  be  employed  with  great  advantage  in  any  emergency  arising 
near  oar  coasts,  as  they  carry  formidable  batteries  and  have  steam- 
power. 

In  addition,  it  is  considered  better  in  every  respect  that  men  entering 
the  Navy  should  be  at  once  placed  near  or  on  board  of  well-disciplined 
ships  of  war  in  preference  to  mere  hnlks,  where  bat  little  opportonity 
is  given  for  drill,  and  where  the  men  waiting  in  idleness  become  careless 
and  discontented. 

I  believe  that  this  change  has  been  in  every  respect  economical  and 
beneficial. 

BARRACKS  FOR  SEAMEN. 

By  anthority  of  the  Department,  and  in  pursoance  of  a  recommenda- 
tion in  my  last  report,  the  hulk  Vermont  is  now  being  roofed  over  ud 
fitted  up  as  a  complement  to  the  receiving-ship  at  Kew  York,  with 
mess-hall  and  dormitories,  capable  of  accommodating  comfortably,  and 
with  due  regard  to  health,  from  800  to  1,000  tecmits. 

The  Vermont  thus  becomes  a  seamen's  home,  and  the  space  of  groand 
surroandiog  her  an  exclnsive  drUl-gronnd,  naeftal  both  for  professional 
and  healthful  exercise. 

I  am  convinced,  from  inspection  of  naval  stations  abroad,  that  while 
ships  are  necessary  at  recruiting  stations,  the  systeYn  of  seamen's  bar- 
racks on  shore  for  the  aooomm^ation  of  recruits  is  much  better,  for 
economic  and  sanitcAy  reasons. 

It  is  intended  to  make  Kew  York  the  central  rendOEVOus  for  the  Favy, 
as  men  are  more  readily  transfened  to  home  and  foragn  stations  from 
that  point,  and  the  facilities  fw  collecting  and  maintaining  them  on  the 
cob-dock  are  greater  than  at  any  other  station. 

SAILORS'  HALL,  NSW  YORK. 

The  sailors'  hall  mentioned  in  my  last  report  as  in  course  of  erection 
hf  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  has  bemi  finished,  and  fulfills  all  the 
purposes  intended ;  it  already  contains  a  libraiy  of  1,200  volumes,  and 
an  organ  for  Sunday  services— voluntary  gifts  from  the  citisens  of  Brook- 
lyn and  others,  the  organ  costing  over  six  hundred  dollars. 

The  interest  thus  manifested  by  citizens  exhibits  the  fact  that  any 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  Government  for  the  amelioration  of  a  neglected 
class  of  the  community  is  instantly  and  substantially  appreciated. 

COm^rOT-REPORTS. 

The  conduct-reports  forwarded  to  this  bureau  quarterly,  by  direction 
of  the  Department,  from  all  ships  in  commission,  have  enabled  it  not 
onlv  to  become  cognizant  of  the  character  and  qualifications  of  every 
enlisted  man  in  the  Navy,  but  to  check,  in  a  great  degree,  hasty  and 
often  needless  punishment  of  the  men ;  holding  officers  by  frequent  in- 
spection to  a  more  direct  responsibility. 

It  has  been  found  that,  as  a  rule,  the  less  the  punishment  on  board, 
the  more  efiScient  the  ship,  and  it  will  be  a  happy  day  in  the  Kavy 
when  this  fact  is  more  generally  reeognissed  by  officers. 

FIREMEN  AND  OOAL-HEAVBR8. 

The  restoration  of  rates  to  firemen  and  coal-heavers  has  had  a  bene- 
ficial effect,  by  consolidating  the  department  of  steam-engineering,  and 
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simply  remanding  men  back  to  their  proper  positions  on  board  of  a  ship 
of  war. 

It  is  only  a  recogDition  of  the  fact  that  sach  a  ship  is,  or  oaght  to  be, 
a  fhU-powered  steamer,  intended  for  war  purposes,  using  sails  as  aoxil- 
iary,  and  that  the  men  who  man  the  engines  and  take  care  of  ihem  in 
time  of  battle  are  a  class  by  themselves,  and  as  sach  most  be  fostered 
in  order  to  be  rendered  efficient. 

HONORABLE  DISOHARaSS  AND  CONTimJOXrS-SBRyiOE  GBRTIPICATES. 

The  honorable-dischar^  and  continuous-service  system,  in  operation 
for  several  years  in  the  xfavy,  has  a  constantly  improving  tendency ; 
gradually  bringing  into  the  service  a  better  class  of  men,  and  rendering 
them  desirous  of  remaining  in  it. 

In  connection  with  the  training-system  for  boys,  I  look  forward  to 
the  time  as  not  distant  when  the  Navy  will  possess  a  corps  of  trained 
seamen  as  permanent  and  proficient  in  their  several  grades  as  oar 
present  admirable  corps  of  officers. 

In  this  connection  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that,  after  Jan- 
uary 1, 1877,  all  promotions  of  enlisted  men  to  higher  rates  shall  be  by 
examination  and  recommendation  of  a  board  of  officers,  convened  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  ship  to  which  they  belong,  and  sabjeet 
to  his  approval. 

The  idea  is  to  render  these  promotions  more  permanent,  and  conse- 
quently more  desirable. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  recommend  that,  after  the  before-mentioned 
date,  continuous-service  certificates  shall  depend  upon  the  good  condact 
of  the  men,  and  only  be  issued  upon  the  recommendation  of  their  com* 
manding  officers. 

Under  the  present  system,  any  man  serving  his  term  of  enlistment  is 
entitled  to  a  continuous-service  certificate,  and  thus  the  Navy  is  often 
burdened  with  those  who  have  no  other  qualification  than  length  of 
service. 

The  complements  of  our  ships  have  been  reduced  to  correspond  Ifk 
some  degree  with  the  total  force  as  reduced  by  act  of  Oongress,  and  it 
becomes  highly  important  that  we  should  retain  only  the  very  best  men 
in  the  Navy. 

PERMANENT  APPOINTMBNTS  FOR  PETTY  OFFICERS. 

Under  the  present  regulations,  any  enlisted  man  having  served  three 
continuous  enlistments,  and  received  three  ^'  good-condnct  badges.'  is 
entiUed  to  the  rate  of  petty  officer,  if  qualifieid,  and  cannot  on  suDse- 
quent  re-enlistment  be  disrated  except  by  court-martial. 

I  would  recommend  that  hereafter  any  enlisted  man  fulfilling  these 
conditions  shall  receive  from  tiie  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
an  appointment  as  a  petty  officer,  to  be  held  during  life  or  good  beha- 
vior, and  shall  be  subject  to  detail  for  duty  by  the  Bureau  of  Equip- 
ment and  Becruiting. 

The  number  of  honorable-discharge  and  continuous-service  men  is 
constantly  increasing,  and  officers  should  be  cautioned  to  recommend 
none  but  the  deserving  for  these  privileges. 

ACCOMMODATION  OF  ENLUSTED  MSN  ON  BOARD  OF  8SA-CK>INa  VESSELS. 

As  I  consider  it  the  duty  of  this  bureau  to  foster  and  protect  the  in* 
erests  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Navy,  I  deem  it  incumbent  upon  me 
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to  call  your  attention  to  the  constantly-increasing  tendency  of  the 
officers'  accommodations  on  board  of  a  ship  in  onr  service  to  Qncroach 
npon  the  space  allotted  to  the  crew. 

It  wonid  be  a  startling  exhibit  if  the  number  of  cubic  feet  of  space 
allowed  to  the  sailor,  as  compared  to  the  space  allowed  to  the  oflicer, 
was  placed  in  a  tabulated  form  and  submitted  to  inspection  and  criti- 
cism. 

Inaddition  tothis  general  crowdingofthecrewforward  by  the  increased 
size  and  number  of  state-rooms  ibr  officers,  the  cabins  of  our  ships  have 
grown  into  disproportionate  size,  not  nnfrequently  interfering  with  effl- 
ciency,  and  always  entailing  a  large  expense  in  furniture  and  outfit. 

The  dimensions  of  these  apartments  should  be  reduced  according  to 
regulation  to  actual  need,  and  not  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  con- 
structors, who  often  build  or  alter  tiiem  to  suit  the  natural,  but  selfish^ 
desires  or  officers  who  expect  to  occupy  them. 

It  is  a  rare  thing  to  see  anything  in  the  outfit  of  a  man-of-war  in- 
tended to  enhance  the  comfort  or  even  protect  the  health  of  the  en- 
listed men. 

Ie  this  connection,  the  subject  of  ventilation  of  ships  has  never  re- 
ceived proper  attention  in  the  Navy ;  but  it  is  foreign  to  my  especial 
duty,  and  I  only  allude  to  it  as  worthy  of  your  attention. 

COXTBTS-HABTIiX. 

I  do  earnestly  ask  your  consideration  of  the  laws  which  govern  our 
courts-martial  m  the  punishment  of  enlisted  men  of  the  Navy. 

The  Department  is  constantly  occupied  in  mitigating  or  modifying 
sentences,  which,  although  honestly  rendered,  and  in  accordance  with 
law,  are  almost  uniformly  found  to  be  not  only  too  severe  on  the  man 
but  injurious  to  the  service. 

There  is  a  constant  tendency  to  inflict  ^'  loss  of  pay  "  as  one  of  the 
punishments  for  trivial  ofienses.  Tbis,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  lim- 
ited absolutely  by  the  period  in  which  the  offenders'  services  are  lost 
to  the  country. 

An  intelligent  revision  of  the  naval  code  would  not  only  harmonize 
it  with  the  spirit  of  the  age  but  rdieve  the  Department  in  a  great  meas- 
ure of  one  of  its  most  pressing  duties.  The  letter  of  the  law  is  too 
severe  for  practice,  and  the  spirit  inconsistent  with  modern  ideas  of 
right  and  justice. 

DESERTION. 

In  my  report  of  last  year  I  stated  that  the  '^  fear  of  punishment  does 
not  deter  men  from  deserting."  I  am  enabled  to  verify  this  statement 
by  the  records  of  the  bureau. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1875  there  were  712  desertions  from 
the  entire  fleet,  and  during  the  corresponding  period  of  187G  there  were 
5C2 ;  the  number  of  desertions  being  more  than  one-twelfth  in  1875^  and 
less  than  one-fifteenth  in  1876,  of  the  whole  force  afloat. 

I  attribute  this  marked  reduction  to  a  growing  belief  among  the  sea- 
men of  the  Navy  that  a  more  liberal  system  of  discipline  is  about  to  pre- 
vail in  the  service— a  discipline  which  will  enforce  the  law  by  encourag- 
ing men  with  rewards  for  doing  their  duty,  rather  than  by  punishing 
them  for  its  neglect. 

TBAiNiNa-smps. 

In  my  last  report  there  were  200  boys  enlisted  for  the  Navy,  to  serve 
until  21  years  of  age.    At  the  present  date  there  are  479. 
Of  this  number  221  are  on  board  of  the  training*ships,  viz:  Minne- 
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eotn,  131) ;  MonongalielA,  82 ;  258  hnre  pasHOil  ant  of  ttiu  tnunfiiff 
into  the  frenernl  eerrice,  antl  are  distribatcd  ns  follonit :  Unrtfonl,  S 
Essex,  77  ;  Adams,  73;  Marion,  18:  PpnsAColii,  30.  j 

The  MiiiDesotu,  at  'Sow  York,  nml  MoiiongftliHla,  at  llaltimnre,  oro  I 
snccessfnl  operation,  for  Uio  prcli miliary  training  of  boys,  wbilc  the  9 
biue,  at  I'ortsmontli,  N.  U.,  and  the  PortsmontU,  at  San  Frandnco,  Crf 
whieli  were  iilso  eugayed  on  tliis  duly,  h:\va  been  ivitlidrawn,  mainly" 
conse<juence  of  tbis  fbot  tliat  boya  did  not  prespnt  tbemaelvesat  I" 
potntit  in  RnODci^nc  nambcrs  tojnstil\'  maintaining  tUem. 

Tti«  KnilnigHhip  Snpply  hiis  been  employed  tlic  pant  netisnn  aa  tend( 
to  the  Miuueaota,  and  haa  made  a  useful  cruise  in  om-  own  n-.iterti,ii 
I'iii  boys  OQ  board. 

The.  •Inntnta,  now  replticed  by  the  Mouongahela,  alno  made  a  cmid 
with  hor  Imys  to  Bnnnuda,  and  snbst'qiientiy  apent  the  ttnminer  in  I 
Islnpd  Sound. 

In  the  absence  of  any  positive  legislAtion,  tbe  plan  itl^ 
tbe»e  boys  forone  year  under  tnitJon  on  board  of  8t.ill' 
then  transfer  them  to  sea  going  vessels  under  thocmii 
who  will  continue  their  inBtrncllon,  and  give  pcrsotiitl 
tbelr  welfare  and  advancement. 

So  far  thi.t  simple  plan  has  worked  satisfactorily,  nod  thd  boys  10*^9 
.service  are  alreadv  pronounced  more  valuable  to  the  Navy  tlinn  t 
landsmen  whose  piaees  they  occupy. 

Tbo  Department  has  directed  that  Uio  Constitution,  at  Philaddpl 
sliull,  when  ready,  go  into  oommission  at  that  port  as  »  stationary  t 
ing-sbip,  and  tlie  bureau  hope«,  when  opportunity  favors,  to  pluee  I 
Saratoga  at  Balliuiore  for  tbe  same  pari>oEe. 

With  these  ships  thus  employed,  luul  with  the  legi$lntiou  asked  1 
and  again  urged,  it  is  believed  that  in  a  very  fnw  years  u  radical  t 
beneficial  change  will  be  made  in  ih^  perKonnct  of  the  Navy. 

thjUning  boys  for  enoineebs'  fokce. 
I  consider  it  practicable  and  desimblo  to  euliHt  boys  for  tbe  enftioeeiV 
force,  nnder  the  samu  system,  to   become  tireiii«n,  oiterv,  and  Bn  ~ 
madiinists  ifquatiticd;  and  I  rt'spoctfnlly  recommend  that  it  ma; 
tried  un  board  of  sncb  of  the  slationar}'  trainiugships  as  are  steam 
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CougreRs  iu  its  Inat  session  redncod  the  force  of  tbe  fleet  fmio  8,A 
to  7,5(H>  men ;  this  redaction  places  our  Navy  in  its  pa-sonnel  tMtow  1] 
standard  of  ovorj-  navy  in  Baroi)e,  except,  perhaps,  that  of  PortogT 
its  cli'cct,  also,  npon  the  service  bas  been  injurious  by  deHtmyiDg  t 
fuitb  of  the  cultsted  men  iu  tbe  implied  promise  of  llic  <> ovemm 
retnin  them,f!nbject  only  to  their  own  good  conduct,  and  by  f 
(hem,  in  thr  nlwenre  nf  nitj  commerce  of  oop  own,  to  go  c' 
sean^h  of  employment.  Many  of  tbem.  iifter  years  of  service  to  % 
they  have  b*>i'ome  prollcii'ut  in  their  duties,  are  thus  lost  to  the  eoi 

As  thin  tednction.  however,  liiis  l»een  necomplished,  I  wonld  f 
mend  that  Congress  bt>  nske4l,in  lien  of  any  iaereftse  of  tneo  io  ( 
Navy,  for  the  nMjnisite  nntbority  to  enlist  annually  70U  boj^  in  nddltll 
to  tile  present  force. 

The  eoHt  of  these  l>oy«  to  the  pay  of  the  Navy  woiilit  t 
mons  in  the  aggregate  than  tbe  iMjst  of  3fiO  men.     I     - 
this  mixlenite  aiddition  to  the  peramiKel  of  the  Nnvy. 
tiatniDg  system  now  in  (mccessful  operation,  as  betm. 
perfected  and  oinde  a  permanent  mi^uft  of  m'ULQvue  lUe  i. 


BEPORT  OP  TRll  mOKSU] 

r  OH  PAT  or  EKLIBTSD  JODT,  AMU  UUTVIS  UV  CLOTHnrG. 

I  woalil  aim  reoew  uy  recotniDeiMlatloa  of  lut  yna.  that  the  proriB- 
ioDH  uf  the  act  of  CoDgn>j«  apftrorml  May  15,  lAVJ,  Blloviof;  intncst  at 
tb«  rale  of  I  pft  Qttiu  ]wr  Atnium  ou  the  AAviofrs  of  aoiaUira  d^raaited 
with  pa.i,-iaa&tt!ra,  bo  exieuOixl  to  upiily  to  the  smouat«  doe  <mlist«d  men 
ill  lUt)  Navy. 

Tin  la-;  Lii.Muii  (.■h.iir  (if  the  BoontJirjr  of  War  couinteals  this Byfttem 
uf  tiaii  i  --1  leruiH,  and  iiutcs  tJiat  it  baa  b«en  the  meatw 

in  a  Li  '  'taenluit  desertion,  and  tiwreby  iocraunne  tlte 

tnne^i'.  '  Army.    Ibe  aTBtcia  isalsoin  operntian  In  the 

llriUaU  .......  ..uu  ..«»  itratlQ'ingrMlilta. 

The  Inunui  baa  lor  aevual  yaata  •Ddearoced  to  itet  a  biw  paaaed 
grantins  to  the  enUit«a  luea  of  Uie  h'svy  aa  mtt&t  of  ctothiog.  Such  an 
BUowoooe  woald  be  anioentl^-  Jaat,aod  1  tbacefan)  ufcain  rrcouiiWDd 
that  CoDSvaa  b«  asked  for  the  uooe«Bary  aothoritjr. 

With  the  forecoinj;  modente  anoant  of  lagialatioo,  and  ander  the 
coo»tant  care  and  aupeTTisioD  of  the  I>«{Mrtment,  1  un  cooriaoed  that 
tbv  jimeeeW  of  th«  Ssvy  will  be  ^leodily  linprovoi),  to  the  great  beoeflt 
ot  the  Donutry. 

Very  rwiwclfully,  your  obediuit  Berraat, 

K.  W.  SHUFBLDT, 


Bod.  Geo.  M.  Robsson, 

Sarttarg  of  the  Xarg,  WttMmgbtm,  A  0. 


..f  Hm. 


BCRBAIT  OP  ORDNANCE. 

nCSEAU  OF  QBDNANrE.  NAri'  DePABTXKHT. 

WiukingtifH  Ci'ry,  Octuber  i,  187C. 
1 1  hare  the  boonr  (osnbun;  il.--  jinrm.,!  ni-n  i>i  iLi-^  l»'in-aii, 
myUtg  eatlmatm,  f":  i  --'^ 

nalCB  an  preporal  '.of 

t  wants  nf  i>rdnan<v,  i  'ui. 


rr  riiM  cannon.  Indudlnn  earriocca, 


KIPUE  nAKKOK. 

iiU'iil  ii>vf)if.ity  uf  armiiiitoar  iiltip-t  nhli  iitur>.>  cfSaent  gvua 

"tlvbore  dmandi'"!  :i<tni  my  flnrt 

:  itrduaaee.    Aftn  >  >iiit  avHtraM 

I    un  fatly  eoDvlm  <  kUt  ih  Iwst 

I  -  oi  naval  waTf.ii'  <  .i(lo|)lml  for 

.-.  \nthout  iTCAnl  Lor^iil  or  kupikmuO  nd- 

I'TH,  I  ani  iiiainl>'  |p>vaDt>U  by  the  eon- 

a  tbiit  ^  !<■  it  nccnkaary  for  aa  «flk-iciii  ride,  bat 

aol  '.-.1  ■iiid  the  beaviMt  iftina  may  bi<  vurrk-d  by 

veMi>l>  Hti«u  iiti>uiiU>duD  canlMRVfliNi  iIk  iiounMnl  ^j-etain, 
giaeMMntiaL 
»  mtwia  tuks*  Uibaii  the  lead  in  thia  anMiact,  and  bare 
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expended  immense  snms  in  experiments,  I  think  it  unwise  not  to  take 
advantage  of  their  experience,  and  advise  that  no  expense  shonld  be 
inoorred  in  experimenting  with  new  plans  nnless  they  offer  masked  ad- 
vantages. Both  of  the  sacoessftil  systems,  known  as  the  wedge-breedh, 
or  Ernpp,  and  the  screw-breech,  or  French,  are  of  American  orig^^  bat 
owe  their  development  to  the  efforts  of  those  who  have  given  them  com- 
mon names. 

I  am  of  th«  opinion  that  the  screw-breech  is  preferable,  and  have 
adopted  it  for  the  new  breech-loading  howitzers.  Designs  are  also  pre- 
pared for  every  caliber  from  3-inch  to  12-inch,  on  this  plan,  which 
only  await  appropriations  to  begin  their  manufacture. 

I  have  idso  converted  a  Farrott  muzzle-loading  rifle  into  a  breech-loaden 
to  test  the  applicability  of  the  system  to  guns  already  Id  the  service.  This 
gun,  converted  by  the  insertion  of  a  wronght-iron  tube  from  the  rear,  has, 
been  successfully  fired  200  times  with  service-charges  of  10  pounds  of 
powder  and  100-pound  shells.  It  will  be  fired  to  extreme  proof  with 
15  x>ounds  of  powder  and  shells  of  same  weight. 

Eleven  Xl-inch  smooth-bore  guns  of  16,000  pounds  have  been  coo- 
vertCKcl  into  8-inch  muzzle-loading  rifles  of  18,000  pounds,  for  the  arma- 
ment of  the  United  States  steamer  Trenton  Ay  the  insertion  of  a  tube 
ftom  the  muzzle,  manufactured  at  the  West  Point  foundry  of  Paulding, 
Kemble  &  Go. 

This  construction,  correct  in  theory,  has  proved  eminently  suooessftil 
in  practice.  A  gun  of  similar  proportions  lined  with  an  imported 
tube  has  been  fired  by  the  Army  (tednance  over  700  times,  with  chM^ges 
and  projectiles  equal  to  those  used  in  the  English  gun  of  corre^KMid- 
Ing  caliber,  (0  ton,  8-inch,)  built  up  of  wrought-iron  and  steel,  and  the  guv 
yet  remains  in  good  condition. 

A  second  gun,  with  the  caliber  enlarged  to  Oinch,  has  been  fired 
over  500  rounds,  with  charges  varying  from  35  to  45  pounds  of  powder, 
and  projectiles  of  200  to  250  pounds,  thus  demonstrating  the  entin* 
safety  of  the  system,  although  the  weight  is  not  sufficient  to  justify  this 
increase  of  caliber,  weight  of  charge,  and  projectile  on  shipboard. 

I  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  duplicate  these  experiments,  at  some 
of  which  I  assisted,  and  the  results  of  which  have  been  freely  commani- 
cated  to  me  by  General  S.  Y.  Ben^t,  Chief  of  Ordnance,  United  States 
Army,  but  fired  the  usual  proof-rounds,  satisfied  that  our  own  gon* 
makers  produce  tubes  equal  to  any  imported. 

This  confidence  has  been  fully  justtBed  by  the  fhrther  firing  of  600 
rounds,  from  a  similar  tube  made  at  West  Point  foundry,'  at  Bandy 
Hook  by  the  Army  Ordnance. 

GUN-OABIUAaES. 

The  main  battery  of  the  United  States  steamer  Trenton  being  placed 
on  the  gun*deck,  the  regulation-carriage  for  Xl-inch  was  not  suitaUe 
for  the  converted  guns.  The  chief  of  bureau,  with  the  aid  of  Commander 
M.  Sicard,  then  in  charge  of  the  ordnance  department  at  Washing- 
ton, N.  Y.,  devised  a  carriage  with  hydraulic  recoil-check,  worked  en- 
tirely by  gearing,  and  presenting  several  points  differing  from  any  other 
in  use.  It  works  well  on  a  platform,  bat  is  yet  to  be  tried  experiment- 
ally at  sea.  Wishing  to  test  other  plans,  I  desired  the  distinguished 
inventor.  Captain  Ericsson,  to  famish  a  part  of  the  carriages  from  his 
design.    They  are  now  ready  for  delivery. 

The  safety  with  which  guns  of  this  weight  are  handled  on  the  regula- 
tion carriage  shows  that  mechanical  carriages  are  not  necessary  ;ba^  it  is 
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dearly  desirable  to  reduce  the  namber  of  men  required  to  manage  them, 
tbat  fewer  men  may  be  exposed  and  the  shipe'  crews  reduced,  or  that  re- 
liefs may  be  provided,  if  an  excess  is  supplied,  for  the  other  duties  of  the 
ship.  It  is  iQso  certain  that  the  crude  methods  so  long  in  use  for  work- 
ing guns  in  broadside  must  give  way  to  io&proved  plans  more  in  conso« 
nance  with  the  precision  of  the  guns. 

BIFLE  HOWITZEBS. 

A  battery  of  twelve  breeoh-looding  howitzers,  of  350  pounds,  has  been 
furnished  to  the  Naval  Academy  for  instruction.  Several  others  are  in 
progress,  and  they  will  be  issued  to  ships  as  fast  as  limited  appropriations 
will  pecmit.  After  extended  trial  the  usual  serge  bag  has  been  adopted 
for  the  cartridge.  The  pieces  may,  however,  be  readily  adapted  to  the 
metallic  cartridge  should  it  bereafber  be  considered  preferable.  Trial 
has  also  been  made  of  a  34nch  steel  howitzer^  using  a  metallic  cartridge 
devised  by  Mr.  B.  B.  Hotohkiss,  a  well-known  inventor  in  milita^  affairs, 
for  comparison  of  effect. 

BEYOLYIKa  CAHNON. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  bureau  to  keep  pace  with  all  new  inventions  which 
promise  useful  results^  and  it  has,  therefore,  obtained  for  trial  one  of 
Hotohkiss'  revolving  cannon,  of  the  class  adapted  to  naval  purposes, 
firing  explosive  shells  of  one  pound. 

The  experimento  which  have  been  made  with  this  arm  in  Europe  show* 
that  it  fills  a  gap  between  the  howitzers  and  the  machine-gun  firing  small* 
arm  ammunition,  especially  as  a  defense  against  surface  torpedo-boats. 

UACHQi&aims. 

Machine-giins,  whose  effecte  were  at  first  much  exaggerated,  have  now 
assumed  their  proper  value— «  useful  a<Vunot  to  other  arms,  but  not 
taking  the  place  of  either  the  howitzer  or  the  rifled  small-arm. 

They  all  possess  serious  defects,  and  most  of  the  new  inventions  are 
in  the  direction  of  simplicity  and  accessibility  of  the  working  parts. 
The  value  of  the  gun  as  a  machine  consiste  in  the  rapidity,  simpUeily, 
and  certainty  of  the  feed  and  extraction ;  as  an  implement  of  warfare, 
on  the  perfection  of  the  cartridge. 

The  Gatling  gun  is  in  use  in  the  naval  service.  The  Gardner,  Bailey, 
and  Lowell  battery-guns  have  been  experimented  ^lith  during  the  5  ear, 
with  the  results  reported  in  appendix.  The  Lowell  battery-gun  appears 
to  possess  decided  advantages  over  its  competitors. 

SMALL-ABMS. 

When  the  Navy  adopted  its  present  arms,  in  1869.  it  conformed  to  the 
Army  standard,  caliber  .50 ;  since,  the  standard  has  oeen  changed  to  .45. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  we  should  have  unity  of  caliber  with 
the  sister  service  in  this  their  special  arm,  and  I  recommend  au  appro- 
priation for  transforming  our  small-arms  and  machine-guns  to  that  cali- 
ber. When  the  conversion  is  made,  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that 
we  should  adopt  a  magazine-gun^  which,  for  naval  purposes,  is  in  every 
respect  preferable. 

TOBPBDOES. 

The  torpedo-station,  under  the  charge  of  Oapt  K.  B.  Bre^se,  assisted 
by  an  able  corps  of  officers  and  professors,  continues  a  career  of  marked 
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uaefulnesS)  and  I  cannot  too  strongly  reoommcnd  liberal  appropriations 
for  its  support. 

While  it  is  true  that  invention  is  stimulated  by  the  necessities  of  war, 
and  actual  service  the  test  of  effioienoy,  principles  are  best  studied  in 
the  leisure  of  peace.  It  requires  the  combined  efforts  of  the  electjiciao, 
chemist,  and  practical  officer  to  devise  a  system  and  detect  the  defects 
of  plausible  devices. 

Since  the  school  was  established,  in  1869,  one  hundred  and  Hfty-three 
officers  of  all  grades,  from  captain  to  ensign,  have  attended  the  course 
of  instruction.  As  the  subject^  of  investigation  were  in  a  very  chaotic 
state  at  its  inception,  it  has  advanced  slowly  and  with  a  very  moderate 
expenditure,  until  it  is  now  quite  complete  in  all  of  its  departments. 

With  the  exception-  of  the  two  experts.  Prof.  Moses  G.  Fanner,  ot 
electricity,  and  Prof.  Walter  N.  Hill,  of  cnemistry,  all  the  instmctors 
are  officers,  graduates  of  the  torpedo-school,  which,  with  the  ordnance- 
shops  at  the  Washington  navy-yard,  may  be  considered  as  schools  of 
practice  complemental  to  the  Naval  Academy  course.  Valuable  practi- 
cal suggestions  are  received  from  graduates  in  sea-service  tending  to  the 
improvement  of  the  system,  and  no  difficulty  is  found  in  obtaining  com- 
petent reliefs  when  the  necessity  of  freshening  up  their  sea-service  re- 
quires a  change  in  the  instructors. 

The  subject  of  movable  torpedoes  has  made  no  progress  during  the 
past  year.  The  station  Lay  and  Ericsson  torpedoes  were  sent  to  the 
Centennial  Exhibition  as  part  of  the  naval  exhibit  Oaptain  Ericsson 
has  improved  the  simple  torpedo  of  his  design,  with  a  view  to  increase 
of  speed,  and  further  trials  will  be  made  in  the  spring.  Mr.  Lay 
offerod  a  second  boat  for  trial,  bat  has  not  yet  succeeded  in  obtaining 
a  satisfactory  speed  with  his  device.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  abil- 
ity to  direct  the  course  from  the  shore  would  not  warrant  accepting  a 
rate  less  than  twelve  knots  as  a  compensation  for  l^e  great  cost  and 
complex  nature  of  tixis  device  and  appendages.  He  has  not  succeeded 
in  obtaining  more  than  one-half  that  speed. 

The  fish-torpedo  of  Whitehead  is  launched  with  great  aocuracy  at  the 
rate  of  eighteen  knots  in  smooth  water  for  a  distance  of  200  yards,  but, 
from  the  latest  information,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  successful  at  sea. 

The  development  of  the  locomotive-torpedo  is  of  the  highest  interest^ 
and  as  yet  we  are  only  groping  for  a  solution. 

There  has  been  completed  and  put  in  service  a  fast  torpedo<lannch, 
the  ^^  Lightning,'^  designed  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Herreshoff,  of  Bristol,  R.  L, 
under  the  direction  of  the  bureau,  which  has  made  a  run  of  twenty  miles 
in  one  hour,  and  for  short  distances  a  speed  of  upward  of  twenty-two 
miles,  fulfililDg  all  the  conditions  required. 

Some  experiments  have  also  been  made  with  a  service-launch  sup- 
plied with  a  safety  coil  boiler  and  engine  adapted  to  it  by  the  same 
builder,  which  uses  salt  water,  makes  steam  very  promptly,  weighs  very 
much  less  than  the  service  fittings,  and  is  entirely  safe  from  damage  by 
the  explosion  of  the  torpedo  attached  to  the  launch. 

Professor  Farmer,  who  has  been  identified  with  the  electrical  attach* 
meuts  for  guiding  the  Lay  submerged  boat,  has  also  at  my  suggestion 
arranged  a  very  compact  attachment  to  be  placed  in  any  steam-launch ; 
which,  with  no  alteration  in  her  fittings,  starts,  stops,  steers  her,  and  ex* 
plodes  at  will  the  torpedo  attached.  This  device  can  be  fixed  in  place 
or  removed  in  ten  minutes,  but  is  very  little  of  an  incumbrance  if  per- 
manently  fixed. 

GUNPOWDER. 

^e  stock  of  gunpowder  has  been  allowed  to  full  quite  .low  pending 
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experiments  for  its  improvement ;  these  are  now  completed^  and  as  the 
largo  grain  now  in  use  cannot  be  made  with  advantage  in  haste  or  dor- 
ing  the  winter  months,  nor  does  it  damage  by  i^eepingy  I  recommend  an 
appropriation  of  $100,000  for  the  poiohase  of  4,000  barrels. 

MAOAZINES. 

Tbo  Jiaval  magazine  at  Ellis  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  and 
that  at  Chelsea,  near  Boston,  should  be  reduced  to  places  of  deposit  of 
ammunition  for  ships  fitting  for  sea.  There  has  been  very  much  nnnee- 
cssary  inquietude  of  the  public  mind,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  they 
are  in  dangerous  proximity  to  important  interests.  It  is  evidently  im« 
possible  to  remove  the  reserve  stock  until  some  oth^ar  storage  is  pro- 
vided, and  it  is  not  probable  that  a  suitable  site  could  be  secured  and 
the  necessary  buildings  erected  in  a  safe  but  easily  accessible  looation 
for  less  than  $200,000  for  each.  I  therefore  recommend  an  appropria- 
tion of  $400,000  for  this  purpose. 

The  improvements  at  tiie  Norfolk  station,  for  which  an  appropriation 
was  made  last  year,  are  in  progress. 

A,  number  of  important  reports  are  appended,  giving  in  detail  some 
matters  enumerated  in  the  foregoing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  N.  JBFPEES, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Hon.  Geobge  M.  Bobeson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


BUBBAU  OF  MEDICINE  AND  SUBGEET. 

Navy  Dspabtment, 
Bureau  of  Medicine  Am)  Sxtbgsey, 

HovcmbtT  1, 1876. 

Sm:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  this  bureaa 
for  the  past  year,  together  with  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  Navy  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

ESTIMATES. 

The  following  tabular  statement  exhibits  the  several  amounts  appro- 
priated for  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Navy  in  the  years  enumerated 
and  the  estimates  for  1877-'78 : 


Appropriatioiii. 

181S.'73. 

\9n-nA. 

l874-'75. 

187S-*76. 

1W*-T7. 

1877-78. 

Burgeoni'  oecnsariei  and  applUineet 

Repain  and  taiproTemcDU  of  hoipitaU 

CooUOffCDt 

♦M,000 
25^000 
2S.00O 
73^373 

I«.ooo 

SS.000 
25,000 
79,904 

IM^OOO 
5^000 

25,000 
3rM61 

$30,000 
90.000 
2S.000 
3&.000 

mooo 

10,000 
15,000 
99,000 

$40,000 
40^000 
25.000 
45^929 

civil  MtabliBhoMiil ^ . . 

TotaJ 

163.372 

I'a.sM 

99,1C1 

110,000 

80,000 

150,923 
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On  examination^  it  will  be  observed  that  the  estimates  for  the  next 
fiscal  year  axe  higher  than  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  present  year, 
bat  in  general  lower  than  the  average  of  appropriations  for  several 
years  previonsly.  The  aggregate  of  the  estimates  for  the  coming  fiaeal 
year  is  $12,450  less  than  the  appropriations  for  the  year  1872-'73,  and 
$14^82  less  than  those  of  the  year  1873-^74. 

Compared  with  the  two  years  jnst  mentioned,  the  appropriation  for 
the  current  fiscal  year  shows  a  reduction  of  fnlly  fifty  per  cent*  The 
branches  of  the  hospital  service,  which  have  suffered  most  firom  this 
redaction,  are  those  least  able  to  bear  it.  They  are  the  ^<  ciyil  establish- 
ment'^  and  ^'  repairs  and  improvements,"  on  the  former  of  which  de- 
pends the  efficiency  of  the  personnel^  including  nurses  and  other  atteod- 
ante  on  the  sick,  and  on  the  latter  the  ability  of  the  bureau  to  maintain 
the  hospital  buildings  and  appendages  in  a  suitable  condition  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  sick.  The  appropriations  for  the  current  year  aro 
entirely  inadequate  to  the  proper  support  of  the  naval  medical  service, 
however  prudently  administered.  This  being  the  case,  as  the  oflh»al 
guardian  of  the  sick  of  the  Navy,  I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  urge  the 
expediency  of  larger  appropriations  than  have  been  granted  the  last 
two  years,  and  of  a  closer  approximation  to  those  which  my  own  expe- 
rience, supplemented  by  that  of  my  immediate  predecessors  in  office,  has 
found  to  be  indispensable.  If  a  contrary  practice  has  ever  prevaoled, 
certainly  of  late  years  economy  in  the  administration  of  the  funds  in* 
trusted  to  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  has  been  the  rule ;  bat 
during  the  present  year  (and  to  a  considerable  degree  during  the  pre- 
vious one  also)  the  economy  exercised  has  almost  amounted  to  parsimony, 
and  in  respect  to  the  service  at  hospitals,  it  may  well  be  feared,  has 
been  attended  with  a  denial  to  the  sick  of  some  of  the  comforts  to  whicli 
they  are  entitled. 

CIVIL  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  HOSPITALS. 

• 

Under  this  head  are  embraced  all  attendants  upon  the  sick,  with  such 
other  persons,  not  officers  of  the  Navy,  as  may  be  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  hospital  service.  The  employes  of  the  United 
Btates  Naval  Laboratory  are  also  a  charge  apon  it.  For  the  last  two 
fiscal  years  this  appropriation  has  been  so  small  as  to  be  entirely  below 
the  requirements  of  the  service.  To  eke  out  deficiencies  in  the  wt^  of 
nurses  and  other  immediate  attendanto  on  the  sick,  the  most  andesirable 
make-shif  to  have  been  occasionally  resorted  to.  From  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  convalescent  patiente,  or  the  less  infirm,  have  been  compelled  to 
take  care  of  and  wait  upon  their  more  disabled  or  helpless  comrades. 
In  the  seasons  of  sickness  on  board  ship  no  persons  could  sympathize 
more  warmly  with,  or  show  greater  willingness  to  assist,  an  afflictecl 
ship-mate  than  sea-faring  men.  There  the  unavoidable  absence  of 
trained  help  makes  friendly  attendance  on  the  sick  a  neeessity,  which 
is  recognized  and  yielded  to  with  cheerfulness  by  all.  But  at  hospitals 
on  shore  the  sick  of  all  grades  and  classes  feel  themelves  entitled  to 
receive  such  offices  at  the  hands  of  persons  paid  for  the  purpose  by  the 
Oovernment,  and  nothing  creates  greater  dissatisfaction  among  them 
than  to  be  called  on  to  perform  the  duties  of  nurse  toward  others  only 
perhaps  a  little  more  disabled  than  themselves. 

A  cursory  glance  at  the  appropriations  for  ^' civil  establishment  of 
hospitals"  daring  the  last  few  years  will  show  how  great  a  reduction  in 
the  number  and  wages  of  employes  has  actually  taken  place.  The  amounts 
'or  the  years  ending  Juno  30, 1873, 187^,  1875,  and  187C  were,  respect* 
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iv6ly,  (73,372,  •76,204,  $39^161,  $36,000,  and  for  1877  o&ly  •26,000. 
The  pay-roUs  of  the  five  prrndpal  naval  hospitals  for  the  first-named 
year,  as  compared  with  the  corrent  year,  give  for  Chelsea  23  attendants, 
at  •8,824.32,  against  13  attendants,  at  $2fiS0 ;  New  York,  34  attendants, 
at  •11,680.80,  against  18  attendants,  at  $6,400 ;  Philadelphia,  26  attend* 
ants,  at  •7,396.84,  against  11  attendants,  at  •2,799.96;  Norfolk,  21  attend- 
ants, at  •6,866.80,  against  13  attendants,  at  •2,620 :  and  Mare  Ldand,  20 
attendants,  at  •8,823.84,  against  9  attendants,  at  •4,080.  In  neither  of 
the  years  1873  or  1874  was  the  nnmher  of  employte  or  their  ecide  of 
compensation  excessive ;  on  the  contrary,  they  were  merely  snfScient 
to  enable  the  bnrean  to  maintain  these  large  establishments  on  a  satis- 
£ictory  footing.  While  in  no  branch  of  the  pnblic  service  should  the 
dightest  approach  to  extravagance  or  waste  be  eoontenanced,  a  due 
regard  to  the  instincts  of  homani^  and  the  efib^iency  of  the  Navy 
demands  that  the  provision  for  its  sick  and  disabled,  ashore  and  afioa^ 
should  not  fall  below  that  standard  of  liberality  which  is  alone  com- 
patible with  their  comfortable  care  and  earliest  possible  restoration  to 
health.  More  than  this  would  partake  of  the  nature  of  waste ;  less, 
would  be  an  act  of  injustice  and  wrong  to  the  benefidaries  of  the  hos* 
pital  department. 

The  estimates  herewith  submitted  for  the  <^  civil  establishment  of 
hospitals  "  result  from  a  critical  revision  of  the  combined  recommenda- 
tions made  by  the  several  medical  officers  in  charge,  and  are  believed 
to  be  at  onoe  sufficient  for  the  purpose  and  moderate  in  tfatemselves.  As 
no  one  can  know  as  well  as  the  naval  medical  officer  what  the  indispen- 
sable wants  of  the  service  reaUy  are,  and  the  present  incumbent  of  tiie 
bureau  has  uniformly  striven  to  reconcile  the  just  claims  of  the  sick 
with  the  observance  of  a  wise  economy^  the  estimates  are  commended 
with  entire  confidence  to  the  consideration  and  approval  of  the  head  of 
the  Department. 

BEPAIB8  AJND  IMPB0VEMENT8  OP  HOSPITALS. 

The  expenditure  under  this  head  for  the  last  fiscal  year  amounted  to 
•20,000  against  ^26,000  in  1873  and  1874,  eadu  In  consequence  of  the 
small  amount  thus  avaUable,  repaurs  have  been  limited  with  strictness 
to  objects  of  absolute  necessity,  primarily  to  those  required  for  the  pro* 
tection  of  the  buildings  firom  the  destructive  action  of  the  elements. 
Nothing  has  been  expended  for  embellishment  or  mere  looks.  The  ap« 
propriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year  is  just  half  the  amount  Bppto- 
priated  for  the  year  before,  and  will  scarcely  suffice  to  keep  the  hos- 
pitals in  tenantable  order. 

In  consequence  of  the  meagemess  of  ^e  sums  at  the  disposal  of  the 
bureau  during  the  last  two  years,  the  hospitals,  with  their  heating* 
apparatus,  outbuildings,  fences,  roadways,  wharves,  cemeteries,  &c., 
are  now  in  need  of  extensive  reparation,  to  meet  which,  as  well  as  pro- 
vide for  ordinary  repairs,  the  amoiyit  asked  for  during  the  next  fiscal 
year  is  submitted. 

HOSPITAL  AT  PENSAOOLA,  FLA. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  the  hospital  qMcially  o<Histnicted  near 
the  navy-yard,  Pensacola,  for  the  reception  of  yellow-fever  patients,  has 
been  plainly  furnished,  and  is  now  in  readiness  for  the  accommodation 
of  such  cases.  Owing,  fortunately,  to  an  exceptional  freedom  firom  the 
disease  on  the  Gulf  coast  during  the  present  season,  its  convenience, 
and  comforts  have  not  been  tested,  except  for  the  treatment  of  ordinar. 

38  Ab 
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maladies.  Lengthened  immanity  from  this  dreaded  visitant  cannot  b«* 
expected,  bat  on  its  next  invasion  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  know  tkm 
onr  hospital  arrangements  are  ample  for  any  demands  likely  to  bo  nade 
npon  them. 

NAVAL-HOSPITAL  FUND. 

I  desire  again  to  bring  the  condition  of  tbA  naval-hospital  fond  to 
yonr  notice.  The  fact  stated  in  my  last  (v6nnal  report  that  it  may  be 
considered  virtually  exhausted  still  renfains.  As  the  support  of  our 
various  establishments  for  the  care  of  the  sick  depends  npon  this  ftind, 
the  importance  of  speedily  placing  it  on  a  permanent  foundation  iA  aof- 
fleientiy  obvious. 

The  cost  of  the  provisions,  medicines,  medical  stores,  fhel,  &a,  con- 
somed  in  the  naval  hospitals  and  chargeable  to  this  fund,  amoants  to 
about  $135,000  a  year ;  of  which  sum  $36,000  are  reali^d  from  ^^  hos- 
idtal  money"  and  <<  stopped  rations ''of  the  sick,  leaving  an  annnal  de- 
ficiency of  $100,000,  which  must  sooner  or  later  be  supplied  by  special 
legislation.  I  therefore  earnestly  request  your  approval  of  an  ai^ropri- 
ation  by  Ck)ngre8S  of  the  sum  named,  viz,  $100,000,  and  of  a  reffolar 
annnal  appropriation  of  the  same  amount  for  the  future. 

If  the  replenishing  of  the  naval-hospital  fhnd  by  specific  appropria- 
tion be  deemed  inexpedient,  the  object  may  be  accomplished  in  a  more 
indirect,  but,  in  my  opinion,  equally  legal  manner,  by  transferring  to  it 
by  permanent  act  a  portion  of  the  income  of  the  naval-i)ens]on  fund. 
Should  this  fbnd,  which  is  now  invested  in  Government  bonds  beatin jt 
only  3  x>er  cent,  interest,  be  re-invested  at  6  per  cent.,  its  income  would 
not  only  meet  all  charges  for  pension,  but  leave  a  balance  of  several 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  out  of  which  the  sum  required  might  be  eec 
aside  for  the  benefit  of  the  congenerous  naval-hospital  fund.  In  either 
case  the  result  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  would  be  the  same ; 
but  the  latter  mode,  by  rendering  an  annual  appropriation  unnecessary, 
would  possess  the  advantantage  of  conf^ring  a  much-needed  stability 
on  the  hospital  service. 

HEALTH  OF  THE  NAVT. 

During  the  past  year  the  health  of  the  Navy  has  come  up  to  the  nsoal 
standard.  No  epidemic  or  pestilential  disease  has  prevailed  on  any  of 
the  stations,  and  in  the  main  the  experience  of  the  year  must  be  re- 
garded as  satisfactory.  But  good  as  these  results  are,  better  may  be 
expected  when  a  better  system  of  ventilation  and  a  greater  degree  of 
dryness  shall  obtain  on  board  of  our  cruising- vessels.  From  the  fre- 
quent reports  made  to  the  bureau  by  surgeons  of  the  ionl  state  of  the 
bilges  of  souKiB  of  our  ships,  and  the  almost  insuperable  diiBcnlty  of 
keeping  them  in  a  wholesome  condition,  I  am  satisfied  much  rematos 
to  be  achieved  in  naval  construction  before  this  evil  ^which  is  an  nn- 
doubted  source  of  disease)  shall  be  remedied.  If,  witn  a  view  to  the 
improvement  of  the  ventilation  of  holds  and  berth-decks,  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  whole  subject  could  be  made  by  a  joint  board  of 
line,  construction  and  medical  officers,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that 
the  result  would  be  a  great  advance  on  the  present  system  of  ventila- 
tion, which  so  often  proved  delusive,  and  might  probably  lead  to  the 
snggestioa  of  practieal  means  for  the  more  efi'ectual  cleansing  of  bilges 
than  can  apparently  be  done  under  the  existing  arrangement.  The 
health  of  those  living  in  ships  depends  so  closely  on  the  cleanliness  of 
this  part  of  the  interior  and  the  rapid  elimination  by  good  ventilation  of 
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tho  ndxioas  gaaes  gemnited  there,  that  the  deeirableDesa  of  on  ameliora- 
tion in  these  respects  mast  be  obviooB  to  all. 

Another  important  factor  in  maintaining  an  elevated  standard  of 
health  among  the  crews  of  naval  vessels  is  the  ^ryness  of  the  atmos- 
phere they  Imathe  and  of  the  apartments — notably  the  berth-deck — 
where  they  habitnally  live.  With  naval  medical  men  of  all  nations  it 
has  passed  into  an  axiom  that  a  dry  ship  is  a  healthy  ship.  Tho  action 
of  a  humid  atmosphere,  with  sadden  flactaations  of  temperatore,  es- 
pecially from  a  higher  to  a  lower  degree,  in  caosing  and  intensifying 
many  kinds  of  disease,  is  almost  as  well  known  to  the  intelligent  pablic 
as  to  physicians  in  extensive  practice.  At  sea  these  agencies  are  more 
actively  at  work,  than  on  land«  and  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life  tiie 
sailor  is  more  or  less  exposed  to  their  influence. 

Although  it  is  not  pretended  that  all  acute  diseases  occarring  on  ship- 
board originate  from  dampness,  no  medical  officer  is  ignorant  of  the  fiict 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  preventable  or  avoidable  maladies  pre- 
vailing among  sea-faring  men  are  directly  traceable  to  this  condition  of 
the  decks  and  atmosphere  of  shipe.  The  deluging  of  berth-decks  with 
water  for  purposes  of  cleanliness  or  to  produce  a  neat  appearance,  once 
so  common  in  the  Navy,  and  still  practiced  in  some  exceptional  instan- 
ces, has  long  been  recognized  by  medical  officers  as  highly  deleterioiis 
to  the  health  as  w<;^as  the  corniest  of  the  men  living  and  sleeping  on 
them ;  and  not  only  by  them,  but  also,  in  many  cases,  by  jadtcioos  com- 
manding officers,  who,  once  convinced  of  the  evils  of  the  practioe,  have 
promptly  put  a  stop  to  it. 

How  abnormally  damp  the  interior  of  a  man*of-war  may  become  is 
shown  by  recent  hygrpmatrio  observations  on  board  one  of  oar  larger 
ships  cruising  in  a  warm  climate,  where  the  medieal  officer,  a  man  of 
scientific  attainments  and  large  naval  experience,  ascertained  that  the 
air  of  the  berth-deck  for  a  len^hened  period  was  constuiti^  on  the  verge 
of  saturation,  t.  e.,  on  the  point  of  depositing  its  moistore,  or,  in  other 
words,  raining ;  and  this  notwithstanding  steam  was  used  for  its  drying 
properties  on,  as  well  as  below,  the  berth-deck  some  203  ont  of  311  d^s. 
The  assumed  necessity  for  resorting  to  this  ose  of  artifldal  heat  (a  por- 
tion of  the  time  in  an  almost  tropical  region)  demonstrates  the  presence 
of  an  extraordinary  amount  of  humidity.  How  much  of  this  was  owing 
to  naturs^l  and  how  much  to  avoidable  causes  is  a  problem  not  easy  of 
solution,  but  the  fact  that  the  berth-deck  in  qaestion  during  the  term  of 
these  observations  had  been  wet  once  in  about  eveiy  thirty  hoars,  raises 
a  reasonable  suspicion  that  it  was  not  altogether  the  result  of  natural 
agencies. 

The  order  of  the  Department  issued  early  in  the  present  year  revok- 
ing a  former  order,  which  forbade  the  covering  of  berth-decks  with 
shellac,  will  remove  a  portion  of  this  soorce  of  disease  in  cases  where 
tho  inordinate  use  of  water  may  still  prevail,  and  by  securing  dryness 
in  the  quarters  occupied  by  the  men,  cannot  fail  to  prove  to  them  a 
boon  of  no  inconsiderable  valoe. 

SXTBGEON'S  QUABTEBS  AT  KABE  ISLAI9P  HOSPITAL. 

Among  the  estimates  herewith  submitted  is  one  for  the  erection  of  a 
house  for  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  naval  hospital  at  Mare 
Island,  Cal.  At  present  this  officer  has  to  seek  quarters  for  himself  and 
family  in  the  hospital.  With  the  increasing  demand  for  space  to  ac- 
commodate patients,  this  arrangement  is  beginning  to  occasion  great 
inconvenience. 
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The  want  of  a  honse  has  been  felt  for  a  namber  of  years,  and  esti- 
mates have  heretofore  been  sabmitted,  bat  without  resnlt  It  is  be- 
lieved the  period  has  at  length  arrived  when  the  work  can  no  longer  be 
delayed.  Separate  <yarters  for  the  senior  surgeon  exist  at  all  the  otiier 
principal  hospitals,  and  the  necessity  for  their  erection  at  this  establish- 
ment is  the  greater  because  there  are  no  private  houses  near  it  wbkh 
the  surgeon  could  hire. 

LIBBABIES  AT  NAVAL  HOSPITALS. 

I  beg  leave  to  renew  a  former  recommendation^  that  a  small  appro- 
priation be  granted  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  use  at  the  principal 
naval  hospitals,  which,  at  present,  are  quite  destitute  of  thess  invala* 
able  aids  in  the  care  of  the  sick. 

This  want,  it  is  assumed,  needs  but  to  be  mentioned  to.commend  itadf 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  law-making  power. 

BXTBEAU  PUBLXOATIONS. 

The  Surgical  History  of  the  JTayy,  spoken  of  in  my  report  of  1874  as 
then  rapidly  approaching  completion,  was  in  such  a  state  of  fonraid- 
ness  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  as  to  justify  thejiope  tiiat  authority 
would  be  given  for  the  publication,  at  least,  of  the  first  volume.  Dis- 
appointed in  that  expectation,  the  bureau  now  earnestly  renews  its 
recommendation  that  this  valuable  collection  of  faeta^  embracing,  in 
addition  to  other  years,  the  entire  period  of  the  civil  war,  shall  no  longer 
be  withheld  from  the  medical  profession.  It  is  a  modest  effort  to  do 
for  the  Navy  what  the  Surgical  History  of  the  Bebellion,  published 
under  the  auspices  of  the  War  Department,  has  done  for  the  Army,  and, 
though  not  intended  to  vie  with  that  unrivaled  publication,  will  be  a 
work  of  the  like  scope  and  comprehensiveness. 

The  only  publication  by  the  bureau  since  the  issue  of  its  last  annual 
report  was  a  volume  of  *<  Sanitary  and  Medical  Beports  for  1873^^4.^ 
This  work  has  been  received  with  gratifying  favor  by  the  pubUOy  both 
professional  and  otherwise,  and  contains  so  much  useftil  infonnation 
that  it  is  hoped  a  similar  volume  may  be  issued  every  year. 

NAVAL  MSDICAL  80H0OL. 

The  project  of  establishing,  on  a  very  moderate  scale,  a  school  for  the 
instruction  of  assistant  surgeons  in  certain  practical  branches  of  their 
profession,  was  presented  in  my  annual  reports  of  1873  and  1874.  The 
views  then  expressed  of  the  benefits  it  would  confer  on  the  younger 
members  of  the  corps,  having  been  strengthened  by  further  r^flectioi^ 
the  subject  is  again  commended  to  ^ur  fiftvorable  consideration, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BJBAXJSf 
Surgeon-Oeneral  United  8tate$  JV/ir*. 
Hon.  Geo.  M.  Bobesqn. 

Secretary  of  the  Nwy. 
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BUEEAU  OP  PEOVISIOHS  AND  CLOTHING. 

Nat?  Depabthent, 

BUBEAU  OP  PEOVISIONS  AND  CLOTHINa, 

November  8, 1876. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  estimates,  marked  A,  B,  0| 
Dy  and  E,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 

The  bureau  takes  this  opportunity  to  renew  its  recommendation  of 
last  year,  that  appointments  to  the  Paymasters'  Oorps  of  the  Navy  be 
made  from  graduates  of  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  as  it  is  the 
opinion  of  tiie  bureau,  strengthened  by  thQ  favorable  results  produced 
by  the  appointments  to  t^e  Engineer  Oorps  of  the  Navy  under  the  new 
system,  that  the  proposed  change  would  tend  to  ]promote  unity  of  feel- 
ing between  line  and  staff  officers  and  add  matenally  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  naval  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JAS.  k  WATMOUGH, 
Acting  PaymoBter^Qenfrnlj  United  States  Navy. 
Hon.  Geo.  H.  Bobeson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


BUBEAU  OF  STEAMBNGINBEEING. 

Navy  Depabtment, 
bujueav  of  steam-enoineebina, 

Waekiniitm^  October  30, 1876. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  submit  the  annual  rq^rt  of  this 
bureau,  with  estimates  for  the  preservation,  construction,  and  repairs  of 
the  machinery  of  naval  steamers  at  the  several  yards  and  stations;  for 
the  necessary  stores,  labor,  materials,  &a,  required  in  fitting  out  and 
maintaining  in  efScient  condition  the  macmnery  of  steamers  cruising  on 
foreign  stations,  heating  and  ventilating  apparatus,  &c.,  and  f(Hr  mci- 
dental  purposes  under  the  oognizanae  of  this  bureau. 

The  following  lists  specify  character  and  extent  of  work  done  by  this 
bureau  in  refitting  the  machinery  of  naval  steamers  during  the  past  year 
for  active  service.  They  show  also  their  present  condition,  and  the  work 
necessary  to  further  repair  and  refit  such  as  are  required  for  service  at 
sea,  &c. 

Colorado  jf  first  rate.)  New  boilers  are  being  constructed  at  the  Dela- 
mater  Iron- Works,  New  York,  and  are  nearly  completed;  there  remains 
to  be  done,  to  place  the  machinery  of  the  Oolorado  in  an  efBdent  condi* 
tion  for  service,  the  erection  of  the  new  boilers  on  board,  wiUi  aU  neces* 
sary  connections  and  a  general  overhauling  of  the  engines  and  their 
dependencies. 

Franklin,  (first  rate.)  Some  repairs  to  the  machinery  of  the  Franklin 
were  made  at  the  government  dock-yard  at  Spezia,  Italy,  during  her 
present  cruise,  now  about  its  termination.  The  boilers  are  reports  un- 
reliable, and  should  be  replaced  by  new  ones.  The  machinery  requires 
the  usual  overhauling  and  repairs  incidental  to  that  of  all  vessels  at  the 
erabration  of  their  cruises. 

Wabash,  (first  rate.)    This  vessel  requires  new  boilers  and  machinery. 

The  machinery  of  the  following  vessels  requires  overhauling  and  re- 


] 

"■IH 
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paim  to  place  it  in  proper  cooditioa  for  coutiuaed  aoltrecrtiisiiig:  lli 
lyn,  (GecoDd  mte,]  Iticbmoad,  (second  mte,)  aud  Omabo,  fsecoutireti 

New  boilers  Uave  be«n  completed  for  tlie  Juniata,  (third  rate,)undi 
ready  for  crectiou  and  couuectiou  with  the  machinery  oii  boiird,  %v' 
reqnirea  very  estensJve  repairs. 

BoilcrH,  imrtially  completed,  are  being  constructed  for  the  followis^- 
tiacsed  vessels :  Wauhusett,  (third  rate,}  Aliiska,  (secoud  rnt«,)  BenlciA, 
((wcond  rate,]  Sheuaudoah,  (second  rate,)  I'uritaii,  (second  mto,  troe- 
cliid,^  Amphitrito,  (third  rate,  iron-cliid,)  Monaduouk,  (third  rate,  Iron' 
clad,)  Terror,  [third  rate,  irou-clad.) 

Nuw  machinery  and  hollers  for  the  Miautonomoh  (third  rati*,  dotiUf- 
turreted  twin-screw  iron-clad)  are  well  advanced  towanl  completion. 

The  machinery  of  the  following  vessels  is  undergoing  repairs  of  greater 
or  less  extent  at  the  stations  named,  (those  marked  *  have  uev  boiler*:) 
Snatara,  (thinl  rate,)  uavy-yard,  Kew  York ;  Iroquois,"  (third  iste,) 
MareIslaitd,CnI.;  Tu8earora,(thirdrate,)MareIslaud,Cal.;  Wyoming,* 
(thinl  rate,)  navy-yard,  Washington,  D.  U, ;  Oauandaigua,  (seoond  nit,] 
navy-yani,  Jforfolk,  Va.;  and  Comanche,  (fourth  rate,  iron-clad.) 

The  machinery  of  the  8t«amer  Gettysburg  has  been  recently  repaired 
at  the  uavy-yard,  Washington,  and  the  vessel  is  uowinactiTeserrieeat 
sea. 

On  the  Asiatic  station,  new  boilers  have  heeii  erected  on  board  the 
Ashuelot,  (third  rate,)  Monocacy,  {third  rate,}  and  Palos,  ffonrtli  r.ile,i 
and  the  machinery  of  these  vessels  placed  in  thorough  ami  eili.     .-  : 
pair  for  continued  active  cruising.    The  usual  repairs  reqiiin   i 
vessels  of  the  smaller  class — tugs,  steam-lauuchoa,  &o.^have  1  i 
(and  in  som«  cases  retiuiring  new  boilers  and  machinery,)  so  l..:        !  . 
means  at  the  dis|>ositiou  of  this  bureau  permittetl. 

Now  boilers  should  be  constrncteti  for  the  Omaha,  (second  rate,)  Hart- 
ford, (second  rate,)  NarraganBctt,  (third  rate,)  Yantic,  (third  rate,)  and 
Haco,  (third  rate.)  New  machinery  is  being  conatrnct«d  at  the  navy-yanla, 
at  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  Mare  Island,  ('al.,  for  the  Mohican  and  Galeiin.  Bat 
little  progress  has  been  made  during  the  present  fiscal  ye^ir  toward  tli 
completion.  New  machinery  for  the  Trenton,  (second  rate,)  conslmctirf 
by  John  Koach  i&  Son,  Morgan  Iron- Works,  New  York,  bait  l>oeo  nrocMl 
on  board  that  vessel,  and  a  very  Batisfactory  prelimiuary  tiinl  at  IlM 
dock  has  been  liai.1.  The  vessel  is  now  being  fitted  ont  for  Ma^Mtrlee 
at  the  narj-yard,  New  York,  and  a  thorough  trial  of  the  ntMlitoM^ 
(which  is  of  the  coniiwuml  tj'pe)  will  be  made  prior  to  her  departmc 
from  the  United  Statea.  Quinunbang,  [third  rate.)  The  new  ooiDpoawl 
tnactiiney  for  tliia  vesi'e)  (i'onvert«d  trom  simple  to  eompomiU  nt  tbf 
navyyani.  New  York,  and  erected  under  oontrari  wirli  "\l.->^i-. 
&  Levy,  of  Philadelphia,  Fa.)  is  about  ready  for  ii ;  r. 
tiD|c  oat  for  oea-service.  Vandalla,  (third  rate.)  Tin 
Tezted  from  the  simple  to  the  oomponnd  ty|>e  at  the  u.. 
MoBB.,  has  been  erected  on  board  the  ref»el,  and  a  Haiir.i.» 
baa  been  had  ;  she  is  now  performing  cilicient  service  at  » 
{third  rate.)  The  machinery,  also  converted  into  the  eompondl 
■imple  type,  is  (wmplcted  on  board  the  vessrl,  has  been  f 
tested,  and  is  now  performing  saiiNTi  1         _ 

(tbird  rate.)    Tbe  new  compound  n.  ''Vvodnitf 

Iron- Works,  at  Ilai'tford,  Codu.,  iii<  i>ii  Ixianl 

tbe  voSHOl.    A  satisfactory  contrail         '  >  Iho  tsft- 

chinery  is  reiwrted  rejidy  for  servier.  In  my  la>!  m-jh-iI  I  )iiul  tkt 
honor  to  call  your  attention  to  tha  nwessity'of  erecting  en|rlne«  ou 
bonnl  tbg  twln-acrow  doable-turretcd   monltom,  AniphHr|«^  TMTffli 
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and  Monadnock.  In  this  respect  nothing  haa  been  done  except  to  place 
under  contract  the  boilers  for  these  vessels,  i^  previously  reported,  that 
they  might  be  placed  in  the  holds  of  the  vessels  prior  to  patting  on  the 
iron  decks,  beams,  and  plates,  a  necessity  arising  from  there  being  no 
permanent  openings  in  the  decks  large  enough  to  admit  them  into  the 
holds  of  the  vessels  after  the  completion  of  the  latter,  then  under  con- 
tract by  the  Bureau  of  Construction.  Drawings  and  specifications  of 
the  engines  have  been  prepared,  but  no  contracts  made  for  the  ma- 
chinery,  which  should  be  placed  under  contract  without  further  delay, 
that  the  services  of  these  monitors  may  be  available  on  the  oompletion 
of  the  hulls,  which  are  well  advanced. 

SOREW-SLOOP  LANCASTER. 


New  boilers  have  been  completed  for  this  vessel  by  the  Providence 
Steam-Engine  Company.  As  our  vessels,  when  cruising  abroad,  bum 
^ore  bituminous  coal  Uian  anthracite  the  boilers  have  been  designed 
with  that  view.  I  believe  they  will  bum  bituminous  coal  better  than 
any  we  have  at  present,  and  will  bum  anthracite  equally  welL  They 
will  permit  a  high  rate  of  combustion,  and  will  develop  greater  power  in 
proportion  to  the  space  occupied  tiian  the  boilers  they  will  replace.  The 
engines,  built  in  1859,  and  in  almost  constant  use  ever  since,  are  now 
about  worn  out,  and  not  -wmOx  repairs.  13ie^  should  be  removed  and 
replaced  by  others^  and  I  would  suggest  for  this  purpose  the  engines  of 
the  Worcester,  which  are  in  good  oondition.  Though  not  of  the  most 
impioved  type,  these  engines  are  of  a  later  and  better  design  than  the 
present  maobinery  of  the  Lancaster,  and,  with  the  new  boilers,  and  a 
new  screw-propeller  of  greater  diameter  and  area  of  propelling  snrCfMse. 
abeady  designed,  will  nearly  double  tiie  engine-power  of  the  yessel,  ana 
her  speed  against  a  head  wind  and  sea  will  be  greatly  increased.  The 
boilers  are  designed  to  carry  forty  (40)  pounds  pressure  above  the 
atmosphere,  and  it  is  calcnlated  that  1,600  indicated  horses-power  will 
be  developed  when  the  steam  is  cot  oft  at  oue-fonrth  of  the  stroke  of  the 
piston.  The  range  of  expansion  will  be  from  one-fourth  to  six-teni 
and  with  the  link  in  full  gear,  nearly  the  full  power  may  be  devel< 
with  a  boiler-pressure  of  seventecoi  pounds  above  the  atmosphere.  Ims 
will  give  the  vessel  a  good  speed  during  the  whole  life-time  of  tlie 
boilers. 

IHmeH9ion$  tf  ike  madumtrjf. 


KNOINIS. 

Nnmber  of  eyihiden 

Dlametarof  cylindert,  Inlnebes 

Stroke  of  plstoni,  in  feet  and  inchei 

Klndofcotidenierfl 

RoTolotioni  per  mlnata 

Indicated bonei^power  developed  by  eoglnei.... 

Speed,  iDBanUeal  milei,  per  hoar 

Length  of  engines,  fore  and  afl,  In  feet  and  Incbei 
Width  of  englnei,  athworttblp,  In  feet  and  incbei 

SCREWS. 

Diameter,  In  feet  and  incbe< 

Pitch,  in  feet  and  Incbefl 

Length,  on  line  of  keel,  In  ioch<>ii 

IlpUcoIdal  area,  in  iiqnarc  feet 
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KlffD  OF  COILKR. 

Original 

Pneent 

K«w. 

Martin's  verUeal 
tobnlar. 

MarUD'everUcal 

Horizontal  tabo> 
Ur. 

Total  area  of  cratA  nirflMt.  In  mutftCMt.  «•••.......... 

S04 
9,040 

3a7 

1.7 

4 

351 
9.606 
27 
1-7 

4 

zy 

336 

Total  area  of  heatbur<iarfiico.  in  Muare  feet............. 

6LS97 

Ratio  of  grata  to  heating  inrfifiee....  ..••.•.. ••..••....•. 

9B 

Calorlnieler .7.. ■•........, 

IS 

NnmlMrofbollen..... ...••....  ....a.. ••.••........  a... 

4 

Length  over  the  bollen,  fore  and  aft,  in  feet  and  Inchei . . 

_..._..    »  ,  .  «s 

29'    cr 

Original 
amngeinentk 

Preaent 
arrangtBMnt 

KewamBflo- 

Length  ooeapled  In  the  vmmI,  by  all  machinery,  In  feet 
ftBil  inohee. ••..•.......•.•....•....••..•■•••••. •••••■ 

Off   6" 

fiO*   9" 

W    V 

OHANGS  OF  S0BSW8. 

Sinoe  the  date  of  my  last  report  no  ftirther  opportunity  has  been  had 
of  replacing  the  original  Bcrewe  of  fionr  blades  and  removing  the  ineffi- 
cient two-bladed  screws  with  which  a  very  large  number  of  our  naval 
steamers  were  fitted  in  the  year  1869,  to  which  change  their  loss  of 
speed  when  steaming  was  more  attributable  than  perhaps  to  any  other 
cause.  To  show  the  great  superiority  in  efficiency  and  economy  of 
the  original  over  the  substituted  screws,  I  submit  the  following  tables. 
They  contain  all  the  necessary  data  connected  with  the  change  of 
screws  as  recorded  in  the  steam-logs  of  the  vessels,  including'  the  ooet 
of  making  and  fitting  the  new  screws,  as  fiar  as  could  be  asoertainedf 
the  loss  in  speed  and  waste  of  coal  consequent  to  the  increased  per- 
centage of  slip  incident  to  the  use  of  the  two-bladed  screws  of  insufflcieDt 
area^  as  previoudy  reported.  The  total  number  of  pounds  of  coal  that 
would  have  been  burned  ^ad  the  original  screws  not  been  removed^  is 
calculated  on  the  assumption  that  the  vessels  would  havo  been  run  the 
same  distances,  at  the  same  speeds,  as  they  actually  were  run  with  the 
substituted  screws,  and  the  computation  determines  the  coal  wasted  at 
those  speeds  and  distances. 
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604  PAPERS  ACCOMPANTINa  THE 

PEEFOEMANCB  OF  THE  NEW  SLOOPS  OF  WAE. 

.  Tho  machiuery  of  the  eight  new  sloops  of  war  aathorized  by  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  February  10, 1873,  are  complete ;  several  of  the 
vessels  are  already  in  commission.  As  the  Department  was  anxioiu 
to  have  the  best  machinery  in  them  that  could  be  obtained,  advertise- 
ments were  published  inviting  designs,  and  offering  premioms  for  tbe 
best  that  should  be  offered.  A  number  of  engineering  firms  and  cod- 
strncting  engineers  submitted  designs,  as  also  did  this  bureau.  Tbej 
were  referred  to  a  board  of  experts,  composed  partly  of  naval  and  partly 
of  civilian  engineers.  The  report  of  that  hoard  was  published  in  my 
report  for  the  year  1873.  It  stated  that  none  of  the  desi^s  submitted 
were  sux)erior  to  those  of  the  bureau,  which,  with  some  slight  modifica- 
tions,  were  recommended  for  adoption.  It  also  recommended  tbe  pay- 
ment of  a  premium  of  $500  for  the  best  r^ected  design*  Before  wortk 
was  commenced  on  any  of  the  vessels  their  plans  and  derigns  were 
fully  completed,  and  approved  by  the  proper  authority,  in  conformity 
with  the  law  authorizing  their  construction.  These  plans  involved  and 
required  the  arrangement  and  design  of  the  hulls,  armament,  sail-power, 
storage,  and  berthing  capacities,  and  indicated  borses^power  required 
to  be  developed  by  the  engines  in  overcoming  the  resistance  of  the 
hulls  at  the  required  speeds,  all  of  which  were  duly  considered  and  de* 
cided  upon,  as  set  forUi  in  the  plans  and  specifications  of  their  deeign, 
and  were  decided  upon  by  the  several  chi^  of  the  appropriate  bueaiis, 
on  their  own  responsibility,  upon  whom  ttxe  responsibility  of  the  lesolta 
will  rest.  These  vessels,  and  those  whicdi  have  been  recently  rebuUt  on 
new  and  altered  models,  were  not  designed  purely  for  speed,  but  were 
intended  to  subserve  the  general  purposes  of  cruising  war-veaaels  of 
moderate  size.  They  were  to  have  greater  beam  in  proportion  to  their 
length  than  the  vessels  built  during  the  few  previous  years.  This  was 
to  allow  room  to  work  their  batteries,  and  to  carry  comparatively 
heavy  ones,  and  to  stand  up  well  under  their  canvas.  Though  tiie 
draught  was  to  be  light,  the  machinery  and  boilers  were  to  be  all  below 
the  water-line,  and  were  to  be  capable  of  driving  the  vessels  at  a  rate 
of  speed  fully  equal  to  that  of  the  average  foreign  vessels  of  the  same 
class.  All  these  desiderata  have  been  obtained,  and  it  is  believed  that 
fighting,  steaming,  and  sailing  qualities  are  combined  in  these  ships  at 
least  as  successfully  as  in  any  others  ever  built  As  the  performance 
of  these  vessels  has  been  looked  for  with  much  interest  both  by  naval 
officers  and  others  interested  in  naval  affairs  and  the  science  of  marine 
engineering,  I  introduce  here  a  table  comparing  the  dimensions  aod 
performance  of  these  ships  with  the  most  successful  vessels  of  equal 
size  in  the  Navy,  the  machinery  of  which  was  designed  either  by 
private  firms  or  by  this  bureau,  before  and  during  the  late  war. 
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For  comparison  with  the  vessels  having  engines  recently  dengned  I 
have  selected  the  Wyoming  and  Iroqnois,  they  being  favorite  vessels 
and  regarded  as  having  a  good  speed.  They  were  built  in  1859  and  were 
duplicated  after  the  late  war  commenced,  and  their  sister  ships,  the 
Tuscarora  and  Oneida,  proved  themselves  to  be  equally  successfol.  The 
Ticonderoga  and  Shenandoah,  built  in  1862,  were  intended  to  hare  the 
same  speed  as  the  Wyoming  and  Iroquois,  bnt  were  to  carry  a  moch 
greater  quantity  of  coal.  The  machinery  in  these  four  vessels  occupies 
about  equal  space  in  the  hulls,  though  the  epace  occupied  in  the  latter 
two  is  less  in  comparison  with  the  size  of  the  vessels  than  in  the  former. 
All  these  vessels  were  intended  to  be  fair  steaming  and  sailing  ships. 
In  a  word,  they  were  all  built  with  the  same  view.  Now,  assuming  them 
to  be  equally  well  designed  for  this  purpose,  their  resistance  will  be  rep- 
resented by  the  area  of  their  greatest  immersed  midship^sections,  and,  as 
they  were  all  designed  to  bum  the  same  kind  of  coal,  (anthracite,)  tbe 
area  of  their  grates  may  be  taken  to  represent  the  boiler-power.  Their 
efficiency  as  steamers  should  be  measured  by  the  cubes  of  the  speedsv. 
divided  by  the  boiler-power  per  square  foot  of  midship-section.  Tbt 
boiler-powers  will  then  compare  as  follows,  viz : 

Wyoming 1.0<»v> 

Iroquois l.^l'v 

Adams. « 1.3263 

Ticondoroffa 1. 3(^35 

Shenandoan 1.40ir. 

Vandalia l,7o7J 

The  economy  of  the  new  engines  is  quite  as  apparent  as  the  above- 
compared  efficiency  of  the  boilers.  The  relative  economy  of  the  engines 
may  be  measured  by  the  weight  of  coal  consumed  in  i^  given  time  to  pro- 
duce a  horse-power. 

Kambor  of  poandt  of  co«: 
Name  of  yesael.  per  hone-pow«r  par  hoot 

Wyoming 3.G41 

Shenandoah SL^Ttii 

Ticonderoga ,. XoTiD 

Iroquois 3.30i» 

Bwatara ^ikf^ 

Adams 1.  !<:!>> 

Vandalia r 2.5Jou 

And  in  their  economy  they  will  compare  as  follows : 

Wyoming 0.527:^ 

Shenandoah 0.54<>r 

Ticonderoga O.S40i? 

Iroqaois 0.54vi 

Vandalia O.iisrvxi 

Swatara 0.£M>* 

Adams : 1.0iiOi< 

So  it  is  evident  that  the  best  of  the  engines  recently  designed  is  45  jter 
cent,  more  economical  than  the  best  of  its  predecessors.  It  is  useless 
here  to  multiply  these  examples,  though  a  large  number  could  be  given. 

« 

SAFSTV  OF  OITB  VESS^Ltf. 

While  the  foreign  mails  have  brought  us,  daring  tbe  past  year,  news 
of  many  disastrous  accidents  to  the  machinery  or  boilers  of  vessels  be- 
longing  to  the  navy  of  one  of  the  great  European  iK>wer8,  some  of  which 
have  been  accompanied  by  great  loss  of  life  and  the  complete  disabling  of 
the  vesselsfor  months,  it  is  gratifyiogto  me  to  be  able  to  report  that  nosen* 
^8  accident  has  happened  to  the  machinery  or  boilers  of  any  of  onr  naval 
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vessels  since  my  last  report,  and  that  more  than  five  years  have  passed 
since  a  life  bas  been  lost  from  snch  a  cause.  The  machinery  of  most  of 
our  vessels  has  been  designed  by  this  bnreau,  and,  while  having  a  dne 
regard  to  compactness  and  the  smalluess  of  the  space  to  be  occupied, 
the  bureau  has  still  made  the  moving  parts  of  the  engines  strong  enough 
to  do  the  work  expected  of  them  in  service  without  subjecting  the  ma- 
terials of  which  they  are  constructed  to  undue  or  dangerous  strains. 
The  boilers,  too,  have  been  built  with  special  regard  to  their  safe  and 
economical  operation,  and  all  the  means  which  ingenuity  could  devise  or 
experience  suggest  have  been  used  to  render  them  in  every  respect  safe 
and  reliable,  while  under  construction,  whether  at  navy-yards  or  else- 
where, the  work  is  carefully  superintended  by  engineer  officers,  who  are 
specially  detailed  for  that  duty,  and  from  the  time  their  construction  is 
commenced  to  the  time  when  tne  machinery  is  finally  worn  out  and  re- 
moved, it  is  always  in  the  charge  of  engineer  officers  who  are  held  to 
a  strict  responsibility  for  its  proper  management  and  careful  preserva- 
tion. 

PERSONNEL  OP  THE  ENGINEEU  CORPS. 

Many  vacancies  still  exist  in  the  list  of  assistant  engineers,  but  these, 
it  is  hoped,  will  be  eventually  filled  by  the  graduates  of  the  engineering 
branch  of  the  Naval  Academy,'  and  by  the  appointment  of  such  candi- 
dates from  civil  life  as  may  prove  themselves  to  be  thoroughly  qualified. 
These  latter,  however,  are  not  likely  to  be  numerous,  as  the  standard  ot 
qualification  is  a  high  one,  and  cannot  well  be  lowered  in  view  of  the 
important  and  responsible  nature  of  the  duties  to  be  performed.  Of 
those  who  apply,  it  is  found  that  a  considerable  proportion  fail  to  pass 
the'  rigorous  physical  examination  which  is  very  properly  required  to 
precede  the  professional  one.  Of  those  who  pass  physically,  about  one- 
half  are  found  deficient  professionally.  The  successful  ones  are  usually 
those  who  have  been  engaged  for  a  time  in  the  actual  building  of  steam- 
machinery,  and  have  also  studied  at  some  one  or  other  of  the  tech- 
nological institutions  which  are  to  be  found  at  or  near  the  principal 
centers  of  our  manufacturing  districts. 

During  the  past  year,  at  the  request  of  the  director-general  of  the 
Centennial  Exhibition,  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  a  chief  engineer 
in  the  Navy,  who  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  bureau  of  machinery  of 
the  exhibition  and  in  charge  of  Machinery  Hall.  Most  of  his  assistants 
on  this  duty  were  ex-members  of  the  Naval  Engineer  Corps ;  and  I  may 
here  remark  that  the  services  of  many  ex-members  of  this  corps  have 
been  found  valuable  and  highly  appreciated  by  State  and  municipal 
governments  in  the  prosecution  of  public  improvements,  as  well  as  by 
schools  of  engineering,  as  instructors,  and  by  private  corporations  and 
employers  in  the  management  of  manufacturing  and  engineering  works. 

NAVAL  AOADEHT. 

During  the  summer  vacation  the  steam-building  had  a  small  exten- 
sion built  to  it,  and  now  affcrds  sufficient  iacilities  for  the  practical  in- 
struction of  the  cadet-engineers  in  the  construction  of  steam-machinery. 
The  summer  cruise  of  the  practice-steamer  Mayflower  was  an  eminently 
satisfactory  one.  She  visited  the  principal  northern  and  eastern  ports 
and  navy-yards,  where  the  cadets,  with  their  instroetors,  had  ample 
opportunity  of  seeing  all  the  leading  ship  and  engine  building  establish- 
ments, both  public  and  private.  Proprietors  of  private  establishments 
showed  their  interest  in  the  cause  of  scientific  education  by  gladly 
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tlirowiiig  0F>eii  tlieii:'  works  to  tbe  iDspcctioii  of  the  ca6S 

also  presented  to  tlie  acadeinj'  models  o(  various  machiaes,  wbici 

retjuiretl  by  the  institution,  to  be  used  for  purposes  of  iDstractJon. 

^INGIKKEU'S  1'OS.CE  Orj  srUPBOAItD. 

Since  my  laat  report  uo  complaints  have  been  received  of  tlto  iaeffi- 
ciencf  or  ingnfficiency  of  tbe  ongioeer's  force  on  shipboard.  The  rostotB- 
tion  of  the  ratings  of  Qrst  and  second  class  flrenian  to  tbe  cogiaflGc^ 
forco,  and  their  being  considered  a  permanent  part  of  that  foioe,  bw 
had  a  good  effect  upon  the  discipline  and  zeal  of  these  men,  lm»  nuHf' 
them  more  contented,  and  the  best  of  them  will  be  more  likely  U>  t 
enlist  and  become  "continuoiis-senlcc"  men  than  lias  heretofore  )  ~ 
tlio  case.  The  dullness  of  trade,  by  throwing  many  excelleiit  mccbi 
out  of  employment,  \iils  induced  a  bettor  class  of  men  to  unter  \ 
service  as  machinists.  In  order  to  retain  their  ser^'ices  pennfti 
and  to  secure  proper  discipline  iu  the  engine-room,  where  they  ar 
necessarily  loft  iu  immediate  charge,  I  would  respectfully  rvcomm 
that  a  gi'eat^r  distinction  should  be  made  between  them  aud  the  firei^ 
than  now  exists,  especially  in  the  matterof  granting  them  mordreqni 
liberty  on  shore,  vhen  thoy  can  be  spared  from  duty,  and  Uiat  t^cf 
should  be  alliTwed  a  chest  or  locker  ip  place  of  a  bag  in  which  to  kMp 
their  clothes, 

EXTEEIilEHTS. 

Apl>6iided,  and  marked  "A,"  is  a  report  of  »ome  experiment*  a 
the  eombustion,  both  iu  the  lump  and  iu  a  fiuely-pulverizod  b 
semi-bituminous  coal  trom  the  mines  of  Cumberland,  Md.    Marked  *( 
is  a  report  of  the  exporiment^  made  to  determine  tbe  relative  i 
of  a  common  screw  and  that  patented  by  Mr.  y.  U.  Pattcraou,  of  1 


I 


y^ry  respectfully, 


Hon.  Geo.  M.  I^obeson, 

(Secretary  of  the  yavif. 


WM.  W.  W.  WOOD, 
Chuif  of  Bui 


BUliEAU  OF  COHrSTKUCTIOK  ASD  KEPA 


>'Avv  Depaetmekt, 

ISUIVEAU  OF  COKBIBUCTIOU  AND  UEPAIS, 

Norembcr  15,  ISTH 
In  (^mpliaoce  with  yonr  instructions,  1  have  the  honor  to  to 
ward  herewith  a  rei>ort  of  the  transactions  coming  under  the  cogatzanoe ' 
of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Bepoir  during  the  past  year,  to- 
gothor  with  the  estimates  for  oppropriatjons  rerinired  f»r  tlie  fiscal  j"~" 
ending  the  ."JOtJi  day  of  June,  1378. 

^Htlmate  A  is  for  the  pay  of  croployi-s  attached  to  this  1 
oathorizod  by  acts  of  Congress. 

Efitimate  B  in  for  tlie  necessary  preservation  of  ve^"'^'" 
and  inordinary;  pareliase  of  mnterialii  and  stores  i.; 
in  navyyards  and  n»  forc^gji  stations;  preservation  - 
qb—  ami  repair  of  togls ;  wear,  tear,  aad  repair  of  vcs  ^ 
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general  maintenance  of  the  Navy ;  incidental  expenses,  advertising,  and 
foreign  post^^ ;  and  for  completing  and  making  entirely  ready  for  sea 
the  five  (5)  donble-torreted  iron-cladS|  already  in  hand,  and  in  process  of 
complete  repair. 

The  appropriation  fior  the  protection  of  live-oak  timber,  asked  for  in 
the  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  1877,  was 
not  made  by  Congress,  consequently  the  timber-agents  were  discharged 
when  the  appropriation  made  for  that  purpose  was  exhausted.  Under 
the  impression  that  Congress  does  not  deem  it  necessary  to  employ  agents 
to  look  after  and  take  care  of  the  live-oak  timber  belonging  to  the 
Government  no  estimate  has  been  made  for  that  puroose* 

Bepairs  have  b^n  made  ypon  the  following  vessels  during  tiie  past 
year,  viz: 


Enterpriae, 

Banger, 

Adams, 

Camanohe, 

Wabasb, 

Wachosett, 

Alert, 

Colondo^ 

Amplutnte, 

HIaotonomoli, 

Terror, 

Puritan, 


Monadnock, 

Qoinnebang, 

ConatltatioD, 

Huron, 

Coliasset, 

LeydeOj 

Oluo, 

OsBipee, 

Plymouth, 

Swatara, 

Vaodalia, 

Glanoe, 

Hajr^wer, 

Qumnebaug, 

Banm, 

Seaweed, 

St.  Louis, 

Alann, 

Alert, 

Conojellation, 


Hartford, 

Intrepid, 

Mayflower, 

Minnesota, 

Phlox, 

Powhatan, 

Plymouth, 

Shawmut, 

Supply, 

Swatara, 

Tronton, 

Vandalia, 

Antietam, 

Burlington, 

Constitution, 

Monongahela, 

Montauk, 

Nantucket, 

New  Hampshire, 

PassaiOt 

Pinta, 

Powhatan, 

Jean  Sands, 

Despatch, 

Supply, 

Tallapoosa, 

Wyoming, 

Adams, 

Alliance, 

Brooklvn, 

Canandaigua, 

CatskiU, 

Gettysburg, 


Hartford, 

Huron, 

Juniata, 

Lehigh, 

Marion, 

TuBoarora, 

Tennessee, 

Monocaoy, 

Ashudot, 

Saoo, 

Omaha, 

SeaWeedi 


l^c 


ortune, 
Mahopao, 
Manhattan, 
Ossipfip, 
Bose, 
Saogus, 
8w2air% 
Independence, 
Laokawa^B^y 
Pensaoola, 
Portsmouth, 
Benioiai 
Saoo, 


Yantio, 

Palos, 

Michigan, 

Bichmond, 

FraoUin. 


Vessels  whoso  names  appear  more  tliap  once  have  been  repaired  at 
different  navy-yards. 

In  submitting  the  estimates  for  appropriations,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that 
they  do  not  cover  the  cost  of  thoroughly  repairing  all  of  the  vessels 
which  have  been  surveyed  and  found  necessary  to  repair,  but  tbose  only 
>  whose  services  are  absolutely  wanted  for  cruising  purposes  in  time  of 
peace,  and  for  the  completion  of  repairs  to  the  double-turreted  iron-dads. 

The  reports  made  by  the  proper  officers  after  a  thorough  and  careful 
survey  upon  vessels  requiring  repairs  show  more^condusively  than  any 
reports  heretofore  made  the  great  cost  and  loss  to  the  Government  aris- 
ing from  the  use  of  unseasoned  materials  in  the  building  and  repair  of 
vessels  of  war;  e.  g.^  the  Tantic,  repaired  in  1870,  and  completed  in  1872, 
was  made  equally  good  as  a  new  vessel  ia  every  respect.  The  materials 
used  in  t^e  repairs  were  only  partially  seasoned,  and  after  three  years 
and  six  months'  service  she  was  reported  so  rQtten  that,  if  birougbt  to  the 
39  Ab 
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United  States  at  all,  a  favorable  season  mast  be  chosen,  or  she  would  not 
be  able,  throagh  weakness,  to  safely  make  the  voyage.  The  Yantic  iaonJy 
one  of  a  large  number  of  vessels  which  show  the  same  resolt,  and  when 
compared  with  the  darabilitv  of  the  Franklin  and  other  vesaeU  built  of 
well-seasoned  materials,  the  loss  to  the  Oovemment  is  sarprisiDgly  great. 
It  is  a  sonrce  of  gratification  to  know,  in  view  of  the  above  facts,  that 
there  is  now  on  hand  a  large  supply  of  good  materials,  which,  in  a  Aan 
time,  will  be  in  condition  to  be  used  in  the  building  or  repairing  of  ves- 
sels, and  which  will  warrant  their  durability  and  long  usefolneaB, 

Of  the  eight  vessels  authorized  by  act  of  Congress  to  be  bailfc,  foor 
have  been  put  in  commission  and  are  at  sea,  and  the  remainder  will  be 
ready  as  soon  as  other  vessels  requiring  repairs  are  put  oat  of  oommis- 
sion,  from  which  crews  may  be  obtained.  These  vessels,  which  ware 
built  by  designs  from  this  bureau,  upon  conditions  decided  upon  by  the 
chiefs  of  the  respective  bureaus,  and  with  your  approval,  have,  after  a 
thorough  trial  at  sea,  given  entire  satisfaction,  and  have  exhibited  aU  oi 
the  good  qualities  expected  of  them.  The  Trenton,  one  of  the  vessels 
authorized  to  be  built,  will  soon  go  into  commission,  and  no  doubt  will 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Navy  for  vessels  of  her  class.  This  vessel  waa  de- 
signed for  a  new  type  of  war- vessels  which  were  required  for  flag-iriiips. 
The  points  desired  were  good  speed,  increased  fighting-power,  handi- 
ness,  and  steady  platform.  The  engines,  designed  by  the  Bureau  of 
Steam-Engineering,  have  been  tested,  aua  show  the  power  .and  compact- 
ness contemplated  and  desired  in  carrying  out  the  above  object.  Ves- 
sels of  this  type  will  be  superior  in  speed,  in  handiness,  in  fighting-power, 
and  can  be  kept  in  commission  at  much  less  expense  than  vessels  of  the 
Franklin  class.  Taking  in  view  the  great  advantage  to  the  Oovemmeot 
in  having  such  vessels  in  service,  I  respectfully  recommend  the  con 
struction  of  five  (5)  more  of  the  Trenton  class. 

Since  my  last  report,  the  Marion  and  Yandalia,  of  the  Swatara  cla&i, 
which  were  remodeled  by  designs  from  this  bureau,  with  engines  de- 
signed by  the  Bureau  of  Steam-Engineering,  have  been  put  into  com- 
mission, and  have  made  a  passage  to  Europe.  The  reports  of  the  ]>er- 
formances  of  these  vessels  are  very  strong  in  praise  of  their  snperior 
qualities,  and  of  being  of  the  proper  class  for  cruising-ships.  More  of 
the  same  class  will  be  much  needed  ere  they  can  be  built,  and  I  ear- 
nestly recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  made  for  conunencing  the 
construction  of  five  (5)  vessels  of  that  class. 

The  iron -clad  vessels,  of  which  fourteen  (14)  have  been  thoroughly  re- 
paired and  so  changed  that,  from  being  incapable  of  going  or  keeping 
to  sea  during  rough  weather,  and  of  very  imperfect  and  unreliable  ar- 
rangements for  fighting  purposes,  have  been  made  perfectly  sea-worthy, 
and  of  good  facilities  for  working  the  turrets  and  guns,  and  have  been 
furnished  with  all  modem  improvements. 

The  four  double  turrcted  ironclads  arc  under  repairs,  and  the  im- 
provements made  have  changed  their  wooden  into  double  bottoms  and 
iron  hulls ;  increased  their  armor-plating  from  five  (5)  inches  laminattnl 
iron  to  seven  (7)  inches  of  solid  plate,  and  thereby  their  shot-resistance  u> 
more  than  100  per  cent ;  their  frce-uoard  and  capacity  for  carrying  fuel 
and  stores  by  a  large  percentage,  and  their  steam-power  sufficient  to 
give  them  a  speed  of  ten  ^10)  knots. 

The  repairs  upon  the  Iron-clad  Puritan  are  well  advanced :  the  im- 
provements made  are  a  change  in  the  form  of  the  hull,  by  whicn  her  ca- 
Sacity  has  been  increased  sufficient  to  lessen  her  draught  of  water  about 
ve  (5)  feet,  and  allow  an  increase  of  steam-power  to  produce  a  speed  of 
Telve  knots ;  an  increase  of  thickness  of  armor  fix>m  seven  (7)  inches  of 
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laminated  to  twelve  (12)  inches  of  solid-plate  iron ;  and  increase  of  free 
board  sufficient  to  work  her  gans  in  any  kind  of  weather,  and  the  at- 
tachments of  a  steam-steering  and  capstan-apparatas.  She  is  provided 
with  two  torrets  instead  of  one,  with  four  (4)  41-ton  rifled,  instead  of  two 
(2)  15-inch  smooth-bore,  guns  of  25  tons.  These  improvements  to  the  iron- 
clad vessels  of  tiie  Navy,  made  by  your  directions,  give  the  Govern- 
ment an  iron-clad  fleet  of  tenfold  more  power  than  it  ever  had  before, 
and  one  vessel,  at  least,  in  many  respects  superior  to  the  well-known 
Englidi  iron-clad  Devastation.  These  vessels,  when  completely  repaired, 
will  be  quite  suf&cient  to  meet  all  of  the  wants  of  the  Grovernment  for 
an  iron-clad  fleet,  especially  as  the  time  is  fast  approaching  when  such 
vessels  for  war  purposes  will  be  sui)erseded  by  other  more  powerful  in- 
Btxuments  of  warfare.  The  above  five  iron-dads,  composing  the  heavy 
armor-plated  vessels  of  the  Navy,  would  be  the  first  wanted  m  any  nav^ 
warfare,  and  are  indispensable  for  the  protection  of  our  large  cities. 
Had  the  estimated  amount  called  for  in  the  last  report  been  appropri- 
ated, these  vessds  would  have  been  completed  and  made  ready  for  sea 
by  another  fall.  The  importance  of  having  them  in  readiness  for  serv- 
ice, and  especially  in  the  present  aspect  of  foreign  affairs,  must  be  ad- 
mitted by  every  intelligent  person  at  all  familiar  with  the  subject,  and 
for  that  purpose  I  earnestly  and  respectfully  recommend  that  the  sum 
of  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  ($1,560,000)  of 
the  amount  estimated  for  be  appropriated  and  made  avulable  for  im- 
mediate  use  in  preparing  these  five  (5)  iron-clads  for  service. 

I  beg  leave  herewith  to  inclose  a  statement  showing  the  condition  of 
all  tiie  vessels  in  the  Navy  on  the  1st  of  January,  18(39,  with  the  par- 
ticolar  duties  performed  by  each  since  that  time. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  HANBOOM, 
Ohi^  of  Bureau. 

Hon.  GBOBas  M.  Bobbsok, 

Bwretary  of  the  Navy. 


MABINE  CORPS. 
No.  97.]  UmTED  States  Mabins  Gobps, 

GOMHAia)ANT'S  QFFIOS, 

WashingtQt^  2).  C,  Octoher  25, 1876. 

Sib  :  I  respectfully  forward  to  the  Department,  in  duplicate,  my  au< 
nual  report  on  the  condition  of  the  Marine  Corps. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ZEILIN, 
Brigadier-Qeneral  and  CommandanU 
Hon.  Geo.  M.  Bobeson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navj/y  Washingtonj  D.  0, 


HEADQUABTKB8  MABINE  COBPS, 

Washingtanj  2>.  (/.,  October  25, 187& 

Sea :  In  submitting  the  required  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
Marine  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  at  the  present  time  there 
are  1.871  enlisted  men  in  service,  of  which  number  989  are  on  board 
vessels  in  commission  and  882  at  the  several  shore-stations. 
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As  there  have  been  fewer  vessels  in  commission  than  nsnal  since  July 
last,  the  strength  of  the  corps  has  been  permitted  to  fall  below  its  legal 
complement :  but,  as  recmits  are  offering  very  freely^  it  conld  in  a  fev 
days  be  fillea  np  to  its  proper  standard,  shonid  necessity  require  it.  Iho 
duties  of  that  portion  of  the  corps  stationed  at  the  several  navy-yards 
being  confined  exclusively  to  guarding  the  public  property,  leaves  little 
to  report  but  the  &ot  that  these  duties  have  been  so  p^ormed  as  to 
receive  the  approbation  of  the  commandants  of  the  respective  stations^ 
and  that  at  tiie  usual  inspections  the  troops  themselves  were  taand  in 
excellent  condition,  leaving  nothing  to  be  desired  in  their  equipment, 
dnlL  or  discipline.  Within  the  present  year  the  detachment  of  marines 
on  duty  at  tiie  navy-yard  at  Pensacola  was  withdrawn  by  order  of 
the  Department^  in  consequence  of  the  continued  unhealthfolness  of  that 
station,  and  the  men  incorporated  with  the  command  at  ITorfolk,  Ya^ 
where  they  were  most  needed  at  the  time.  Upon  the  sale  of  the  uav}- 
yard  at  Philadelphia,  the  marines  stationed  at  the  barracks  there  were 
removed  to  Lei^gue  Island,  and  quartered  on  board  the  ship  St.  iMns. 
Tlds  vessel  was  in  commission  at  the  time,  under  the  command  of  a 
commander  of  the  Navy,  and  the  placing  of  this  force  of  marines  under 
his  c(Hnmand,  it  was  considered,  would  be  but  for  a  short  period.  Yet 
this  arrangement  still  continues.  It  is,  I  believe,  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  our  Kavy  that  a  body  of  marines  intended  exdndv^  for 
guard-duty  on  shore  at  a  navy-yard  was  ever  placed  under  the  immedi- 
ate command  of  a  Navy  officer,  and  X  allude  to  the  subject  again  with 
the  hope  that  the  Department  may  soon  be  enabled  to  designate  aome 
old  vessel  where  this  detachment  can  be  placed  under  the  control  of  its 
own  officers,  under  the  regcdations  of  the  Navy  providing  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  marines  at  the  several  navy-yards. 

As  I  have  but  a  few  days  longer  to  remain  in  active  service  at  the 
head  of  the  corps,  it  may  seem  out  of  place  for  me  to  make  any  oOcial 
recommendation  as  to  its  itatnre  government  or  welfare,  yet  as  it  is 
thought  probable  that  some  measure  will  be  brought  to  the  attention  of 
Oongress,  at  its  coming  session,  with  a  view  to  a  re-organisation  of  the 
corps,  I  will  be  pardoned  perhaps  for  desiring  to  place  on  record  my 
firm  conviction,  resulting  from  forty-five  years  of  active  service,  that 
the  present  organization  of  the  Marine  Gorps  is  the  best  that  can  be 
devised,  and  that  it  has  hitherto  fully  met  the  requirements  of  the 
naval  service  and  the  country. 

The  testimony  given  bjr  all  the  Navy  officers  summoned  before  the 
Naval  Committee  in  relation  to  the  Marine  Oorps  was  to  the  effect  that 
it  was  a  useful  branch  of  the  naval  service,  and  could  not  be  dispensed 
with ;  but  some  of  these  officers,  of  high  rank  and  eminent  service, 
were  of  opinion  that  its  present  organization  should  be  changed ;  that 
ito  staff  corps  should  be  abolished,  and  indeed  that  the  corps  he  entirely 
officered  by  Navy  officers,  and  its  services  confined  exclusively  to  naval 
operations.  Against  these  latter  views  I  would  record  my  earnest 
dissent. 

The  Marine  Corps,  as  esteblished  by  the  act  of  July  11, 1798,  was  ex- 
pressly declared  to  be  <<  in  addition  to  the  present  military  establish- 
ment :"  and  section  12  of  that  act  provides  ^'  that  it  shall  at  any  time 
be  liable  to  do  duty  in  the  forts  and  garrisons  of  the  United  States  on 
the  sea-coast,  or  any  other  duty  on  shore,  as  the  President  at  his  discre- 
tion shall  direct''  The  organization  then  given  has  existed  ever  since ; 
and  in  eveiy  war  that  has  occurred  within  this  long  period  the  services 
of  the  Marine  Oorps  have  been  required  on  la^d  with  the  Army,  as  well 
ns  on  board  ship,  and  in  naval  enterprises. 
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The  Marine  Corps  of  tbo  Uuited  States  was  organized  after  tbat  of 
the  royal  marines  of  Great  Britain — a  corps  for  over  two  hundred  years 
eminently  distingoished  for  its  service  on  land  nnder  command  of  its 
own  officers  as  well  as  for  its  legitimate  duty  with  the  navy.  The  prond 
motto  of  this  royal  corps,  <<  Per  mae,  per  terram,"  so  well  known  all 
over  the  world,  was  authorized  by  the  Navy  Department  to  be  placed 
on  the  flag  of  the  United  States  Marine  Corps  in  English  words,  *^  By 
sea  and  land,''  in  commemoration  of  our  service  with  the  Army  in  the 
field  during  the  war  with  Mexico.  The  land  service  of  our  corps  forms 
a  bright  page  in  its  history,  and  it  cannot  be  that  the  country  desires, 
by  a  change  of  its  organization,  to  lessen  its  nsefiilness  and  destroy  its 
e^rit  de  carps  by  confining  its  services  hereafter  to  purely  naval  opera- 
tions. 

My  object  in  referring  to  this  matter  is  with  the  hope  that  the  Depart- 
ment may  coincide  with  me  in  the  views  taken,  and  should  the  subject 
be  thought  worthy  of  consideration,  to  recommend  to  Congress  that  tb^ 
present  organization  of  the  corps  be  retained. 

I  am>  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ZEILHT, 
Brigadier- Oeneral  and  Commandant. 
Hon.  Geo.  M.  Bobeson, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


HEABQtTARTERS.  MARHOC  CORPS, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  14^  1876. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  forward  to  the  Department,  in  duplicate,  ^^  esti- 
mates of  appropriations  for  the  quartermaster's  department,  United 
States  Marine  Corps,"  fbr  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1S78. 

1  also  inclose  a  letter  from  the  quartermaster  in  relation  to  the  esti- 
mates. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ZBILOT, 
Brigadier' General  and  Commandant. 
Hon.  Geo.  M.  Robeson, 

Secretary  of  the  JTai^,  Washvigton,  D.  C. 


DETAILED  MOVEMENTS  OP  VESSELS. 

NORTH  ATLANTIC  STATION. 

The  force  on  this  station  is  now  under  the  command  of  Bear-Admiral 
S.  D.  Trenchard,  who  relieved  Bear- Admiral  William  E.  Le  Boy-  on  tiie 
3l8t  of  August,  187C.  Bear- Admiral  J.  B.  M.  MuUany,  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  station  at  the  last  report,  was  relieved  by  Bear- Admiral 
Le  Boy  on  the  14th  of  February,  1876. 

The  flag  of  Bear- Admiral  MuUany  was  transferred  from  the  Worcester 
to  the  Hartford  on  the  6th  of  January,  and  tlie  Worcester  was  put  out 
of  commission  as  a  cruiser  on  the  18th  of  that  montii. 

The  force  on  the  station  consists  of  the  Hartford,  (flag-ship,)  18  guns ; 
Plymouth,  12  guns  \  Swatara,  8  guns ;  Ossipee,  8  guns ;  Adams,  6  guns; 
Essex,  6  guns;  Huron,  4  guns;  Banger,  4  guns;  Sbawmut.3  guns; 
New  Hampshire,  store-ship  at  Port  Boyal;  Pawnee,  hospital-ship  at  the 
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name  plnco ;  tug  Senweed ;  and  tlic  irou-cltuls  AJax,  2  gnus ; 
guns;  DlotaMr,  2  guns;  Canonicne,  2  guns;   Ijebigli.  2  ffoas; 
battan,  2  gaus;  Maliopao,  2  giiua;  MonbiDk,  'J  giiuH;  l>as8iuc,  U  j 
Sniigus,  2  guns;  mid  Wyandotte,  2  gans. 

Tbe  llrooklyu,  Monougahela,  CongreBS,  Marion,  Vandolia,  Alert,  ■ 
Pinta  were  also  attached  to  the  station  part  of  ttie  year. 

The  Hartford  arrived  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  from  Kew  York,  on  the  34th  c( 
Dcconiber,  1ST5,  and  tlie  Hag  of  Kear-Admiral  Mnllany  was  boisted  w 
board  Jauuary  5,  187G. 

On  tbe  14tli  of  February,  Kcar- Admiral  William  E.  Le  lEoy  hoisted  U* 
flag,  and  on  the  9th  of  Itf  arch  left  Norfolk  for  Hampton  Roads,  Tft^  to 
organize  the  lieet,  &c.  On  tbe  14th,  a  battalion  of  men  was  luided  it 
Fortress  Monroe  and  drilled  with  satisfactory  results.  The  battaUoa 
consisted  of  men  from  the  Hartford,  Pl.ymonth,  Marion,  Vandalia,  ud 
Huron,  and  was  composed  of  S  companies  of  blae-jackets,  28S  moi;  9 
companies  of  marines,  102  men ;  and  C  howitzers,  126  men ;  total,  OU 
men. 

On  tbo  2lRt  of  March  sailed  for  Port  Royal,  S.  0.,  arrlring  then  abort 
the  27th.  On  the  23d  of  April  sailed  for  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  departed 
thence  May  2  for  Tampico,  but  touched  at  Brazos  Santiago,  Texas,  Ike 
admiral  having  receive<l  information  rendering  that  conrso  iim  iimTj 
After  remaining  there  antil  the  15th,  left  for  Tampico,  and  reached  tut 
place  on  the  22d.  Finding  American  iutere^ti^  not  in  itnmediato  dans 
sailed  June  14,  and  arrived  at  Port  Royal  on  the  2itU.  On  the  Sv 
July  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  arriving  on  the  12tb,  antl  rental 
until  September  2ti,  on  dnty  in  connection  witli  the  Centennial  E 
tion.  Itear-Adniiral  S.  D.  'fronchard  n-licved  Rear-Adnilral  Ij«  1  , 
the  command  of  the  ntation,  and  hoisted  his  flag  on  tbe  •list  of  Aagort. 
The  Unrtford  left  on  the  2Ctb  of  September,  ana  anchoreil  at  Tlikmpum 
Itoadn  the  next  (hay,  where  she  still  remains. 

The  Plymonth  left  tbe  navyjanl,  Norfolk,  December  II,  1^''.    ■' 
dropped  down  to  an  anchorage  off  tbe  flagship,  Norfolk,  ti 
Hampton  Roads  &Iarch  9,  1S70 ;  sailed  for  Fort-au-Priiice  on 
in  company  with  tbe  Vandalia,  and  arrived  there  on  lln>  ;'<■ 
Port'-io -Prince  on  the  22d  of  April,  and  arrived  at  Ki 
on  the  27th,  remaining  there  until  the  2d  of  May,  :iii 
day,  touching  at  Cape  Mole,  St-  Nicola,  Haiti,  Gennn 
thence  back  to  Portau-Prince,  reaching  tbe  ln»t-ii;i;M 
7th.     Left  on  the  Sth.bouuil  to  St.  Domingo  and  otliei'  put  is,  v.  h.n  .s!i.- 
toached,  and  returned  tn  Port  Royal  on  the  Stli  of  June.     Hailed  fiw 
CUarloKton,  8.  C,  and  gave  the  crew  lilierty,  and  on  the  8lh  of  July  left 
for  New  Yorl;,  and  reached  tbcro  on  the  14th,  departing  Ihemi'  I'n  iln' 
28th.     Arrived  at  Halifax  on  the  .Id  of  Angnst,  remained  unt  :1  ■ 
touched  at  Gloucester  on  the  l.'ith,  and,  leaving  tlieri?  on   ' 
reached  IloRton  the  same  day.     Ijoft  on  the  25tb,  loucbed  ..;        .    , 
ner*8  Bay,  and  retnmwl  to  New  York  on  ti»e  .30tb.    On  thp  Inil,  i 
tember  saibxl  for  Philadelphia,  which  port  she  reachwl  on  thu  i 
Itemained  there  on  duly  in  e<mnection  with  tlic  CVniennial  KxbiW" 
ndieving  the  Hartford,  until  tlie  2I»C  of  Novemlwr,  when  nho  1 
company  with  tbe  Rsses,  and  nncbore«I  in  Hampton  Roads  Novi 
Sa,  where  she  remains. 
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The  OsRipee  left  Port-  Royal  about  Fcbman-  Ifi  for  Pennnoola, 

v\  :inivrL[  rli.Ti'on  (li.'L-flllj.      .Sall.-d   an  \hr    \i\],  nf  April  for ») 
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there  until  tbe  5th  of  July.  Left  on  that  day,  toached  at  Moant  Desert, 
and  arrived  at  Boston  on  tbe  10th,  which  port  she  left  on  the  23d,  and 
anchored  at  Hampton  Eoads  on  the  27th.  On  the  14th  of  October  sbe 
proceeded  to  New  Orleans,  La.  On  her  way  sbe  pnt  into  Key  West  for 
coal,  having  enconntered  a  hurricane,  but  sostatned  damages  of  no 
great  extent ;  sailed  on  the  25th,  and  reached  New  Orleans,  where  sbe 
now  is. 

Tbe  Swatara  left  Para,  Brazil,  December  3, 1875,  whither  she  had 
gone  to  offer  passage  to  the  United  States  to  indigent  Americans  there; 
arrived  at  Port  Soyai,  S.  C,  December  27,  and  joined  the  station.  In 
February,  187G,  departed  for  Pensaeolay  reaching  that  port  on  the  29tb ; 
and  leaving  on  the  27th  of  March,  with  the  iron-clad  Mahopac,  for  Port 
Boyal,  where  she  arrived  on  tbe  10th  of  ApriL  On  the  2l8t,  left  for  a 
cniise  to  Key  West  and  the  Gnlf  of  Mexico.  May  2,  arrived  at  Key 
West  fix)m  Havana,  and  departed  thence  for  Tampico,  Mexico ;  left 
there  about  the  3l8t  for  a  cmiae  to  the  southward,  to  touch  at  Tnspan 
on  her  way  to  Vera  Cruz.  On  the  13th  of  July,  returned  to  Port  Boyal 
&om  cruise^  having  visited  all  the  ports  on  the  coswt  of  Mexico  from 
Truxpan  to  Tobas^,  and  on  the  20th  left  for  Halifax,  which  port  she 
reached  on  the  26th.  Left  on  the  8th  of  August  for  Portland,  Me.,  Bos- 
ton, Newport,  and  New  York ;  visited  those  ports,  and  arrived  at  the 
last-named  on  the  6th  of  September,  and  remains  there* 

Hie  Adams  was  pot  in  commission  at  Boaton  on  the  21st  of  July,  and 
left  for  Philadelphia  on  the  6th  of  Angnst.  Arrived  at  Philadelphia  on 
the  9thf  and  joined  the  station.  On  the  4th  of  September  departed  for 
Norfolk ;  arrived  on  tbe  6tb,  and  left  on  the  10th  for  Hampton  Bonds, 
where  she  remained  until  the  17th  ai  November,  when  she  sailed  fo9 
P(Mrt  Boyal. 

The  Essex  was  put  in  commission  at  Boston  on  the  3d  of  October, 
and  sailed  for  Philadelphia  on  the  24th,  reaching  that  port  on  the  28th. 
On  the  21st  ei  November  left  for  Hampton  Bonds,  and  arrired  there  on 
the  23d,  where  she  remains. 

The  Huron  reported  at  Norfolk  December  17, 1875,  for  duty  on  the 
station^  and  on  the  9th  of  February,  1876,  was  ordered  to  Hampton 
Boads.  March  21,  left  for  Port  Boyal,  S.'0.,  arriving  there  on  t^e  27th. 
Oo.  the  IMdi  of  A|Mril  sailed  for  V'era  Cruz,  where  she  arrived  on  the 
24th.  Left  there,  and  arrived  at  Key  West  on  the  10th  of  June  for  coal 
and  i»ovisions,  and  returned  to  Vera  Cruz,  reaching  there  on  the  28th. 
July  1,  left  Vera  Cruz  and  visited  Frontera,  Tobasco,  Santa  Anna,  and 
other  ports,  returning  on  the  21st.  August  4^  arrived  at  Port  Boyal, 
and  sailed  on  the  13th  for  Portsmouth,  N.  H. }  arrived  on  the  18th,  and 
left  on  the  26th  for  Boston ;  reached  there  on  the  28th,  and  sailed  on 
the  16th  September  for  Hampton  Beads,  where  she  remains. 

The  Shawmnt  1^  Aspinwall  December  4, 1875,  and  arrived  at  Key 
Weeton  the  13tb.  in  February,  1876,  ordered  to  Peneacola;  arrived 
there  on  the  Ist  of  March,  and  left  on  the  2l8t  with  the  iron^clad  Ajaz 
for  Port  BoyaU  reaching  there  on  the  7th  of  April.  Left  on  the  19th, 
and  reached  Tampico,  Mexico,  on  the  4th  of  May.  Left  on  the  1st  of 
June  for  Key  West  for  coal  and  provimons }  arrived  there  on  the  14th, 
and  returned  to  Tampico  on  the  24th ;  departed  thence  on  the  3d  of  July, 
and  visited  Tnxpan  and  Vera  Cruz,  arriving  at  Key  West  on  the  Ist  or 
August ;  sailed  fmr  Port  Boyal  on  the  3d,  arrived  the  7th,  and  left  the 
next  day  for  New  London^  Conn. ;  remained  there  until  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember;  sailed  tbat  day  for  New  York,  arriving  the  next  day,  and  con- 
tinuing there  until  the  30th,  when  she  departed  for  Hampton  Beads, 
reaching  there  October  2d,  where  she  remains. 


616  PAPEBS  ACCOMPANYINa  THE 

The  New  Hampshire  left  Norfolk  May  10th,  in  tow  of  the  PowkatoD, 
for  Port  Boyal,  arrived  on  the  15thy  and  remained  there  as  a  8tor&«liip. 

The  Pawnee  has  continued  at  Port  Boyal  since  April  13, 1S76|  and  is 
ased  as  a'  hospital-ship. 

The  iron-clad  Dictator  remains  at  Port  Boyal,  and  the  iron*eIad  Canon- 
lens  at  New  Orleans.  The  ironclads  Gatskill,  ^arrived  in  March,)  Ajax, 
(arrived  April  7,)  Mahopac,  (arrived  April  10,)  Sangns,  (arrived  April 
14,)  Manhattan,  and  Lehigh,  (arrived  May  2,)  having  been  conroyed 
firom  the  Pensacola  and  Norfolk,  navy-yards,  remain  at  Port  Boyal. 

The  iron-clads  Wyandotte,  Passaic,  and  Montauk  left  Norfolk  and 
anchored  in  Bampton  Beads  Nbvember  24. 

The  Brooklyn  arrived  at  Port  Boyal  February  14,  left  April  22  for 
Norfolk,  reached  there  on  the  25th,  and  departed  on  the  22d  of  June  for 
New  York,  and  arrived  there  on  the  30th,  and  was  put  out  of  commis- 
sion on  the  21st  of  July. 

The  Congress  arrived  at  Port  Boyal  January  17,  left  in  the  latter  part 
of  April  for  Philadelphia,  reaching  that  port  May  6,  remained  there  on 
duty  connected  with  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  (furnishing  four  oompa^ 
ntes  of  sailors  as  escort  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  on  the 
opening  day,)  until  July  10,  sailed  on  that  day,  and  arrived  at  Port^ 
mouth,  N.  H.,  on  the  14th,  and  was  put  out  of  commission  on  the  26tii. 

The  Monongahela  arrived  at  Port  Boyal  February  14,  left  and  arrived 
at  Pensacola  on  the  29th,  and  sailed  thence  April  6.  with  the  iron-clad 
Saugus,  for  Port  Boyal,  arriving  there  on  the  13tb.  On  the  24th,  for 
sanitary  reasons,  was  ordered  to  Portland,  Me.,  where  she  arrived  in 
Miv^,  and  from  thence  sailed  to  Newport,  B.  I.,  arriving  there  Jane  13, 
and  after  a  short  stay  left  for  Norfolk,  which  port  she  reached  and  was 
put  out  of  commission  July  15.  On  the  6th  of  September  was  pnt  in 
commission  as  a  training-ship. 

The  Marion  was  put  in  commission  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Jannaiy 
12,  and  sailed  on  the  22d  for  Norfolk,  Ya.,  arriving  at  that  navy-yanl 
February  9,  and  left  on  the  28th,  when  she  joined  the  station  at  Hamp- 
ton Beads,  left  on  the  21st  March,  and  reached  Port  Boyal  on  the  27eh, 
departed  thence  on  the  19th  Apnl  for  Tampico,  Mexico ;  reached  Key 
West  April  2l8t,  and  left  for  the  Bio  Grande  April  22 ;  May  10,  at  Bra- 
eos,  Texas,  which  place  she  left  on  the  29th  for  Tampico,  arriving  there 
on  the  81st.  June  4th  departed  for  Key  West,  arriving  there  on  the 
20th,  and  saOed  on  the  23d  for  Lisbon,  Portuj^,  to  join  the  Enxopean 
station. 

The  Yandalia  was  put  in  commission  at  Boston,  Mass.,  on  the  lOth  of 
January,  and  sailed  for  Norfolk  on  the  4th  of  February,  and  arrived 
about  the  7th.  On  the  15th  of  March  left  Hampton  Beads  for  Port-an- 
Prince,  and  reached  that  port  on  the  27th.  Left  on  the  7th  April  tat 
Jaomel,  Hayti,  arrived  .on  the  9th,  and  departed  same  day  for  jCings- 
ton,  Jamaica,  where  she  anchored  on  the  lltb,  and,  having  taken  in 
coal  and  provisions,  proceeded  on  the  19th  back  to  Port-au-Prinoe,  ar* 
riving  on  the  22d.  Left  on  the  dth  of  May  for  Aspinwall,  at  which 
place  arrived  on  the  15th,  departed  thence  June  10  for  a  bridT  cmiae  to 
8t  Andrew's  Island  at  the  suggestion  of  the  United  States  oonsuL  and 
retnmed  to  Aspinwall  on  the  17th.  On  the  2d  of  June  a  party  ox  oBL- 
cers,  blue-jackets,  and  marines  from  tbe  ship,  with  Colombian  troops, 
participated  in  the  ftmeral  ceremonies  of  the  late  Bear- Admiral  Napo- 
leon Collins,  United  States  Navy.  Left  Aspinwall  July  14,  and  reached 
Port  Boyal  on  the  25th,  departed  thence  on  the  29th,  and  arrived  at 
New  York  August  2d,  and  on  the  9th  of  September  left  to  join  the  Euro- 
lean  station. 
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The  Alert  left  Norfolk  Febmary  25  with  the  iron-clad  Gatskill  for 
Port  Boyaly  S.  C,  and  arrived  there  about  8th  of  March,  and  on  the 
3l8t  departed  for  New  York,  reaching  there  on  the  8th  of  April,  and 
left  on  the  26th  of  May  to  join  the  Asiatic  station. 

The  Pinta  left  Port  Boyal  in  Febmary,  and  arrived  at  Norfolk  on  the 
29th  of  that  month  with  invalids,  &c.,  from  Port  ISoyal,  and  was  put 
oat  of  commission  on  the  17th  of  April. 

The  Banger  was  pat  in  commission  at  WiUningtou,  Del.,  on  the  27th 
November. 

SOUTH  ATLANTIC  STATION. 

The  force  at  this  station  is  now  nnder  the  command  of  Commodore  C. 
H.  B.  Caldwell,  and  consists  of  the  Bichmond,  flag-ship«  14  gnns,  the 
former  flag-ship  of  the  Soath  Pacific  station,  and  the  Frolic. 

The  Bi(^mond  arrived  at  Montevideo,  Urngnay,  October.21,  having 
left  Valparaiso,  Chili,  September  12. 

The  Frolic  arrived  at  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  firom  the  United  States 
in  the  latter  part  of  November,  1875 ;  left  abont  December  12,  and 
reached  Montevideo,  Urngnay,  on  the  21st,  and  took  the  place  on  the 
station  of  the  Wasp,  which  was  condemned  and  sold.  Daring  the  year 
the  Frolic  has  been  engaged  in  visiting  Maldonado,  Colonia,  Ensemada, 
Bnenos  Ayres,  Montevideo,  and  other  ports  within  the  limi^  of  the 
station. 

EXmOPEAN  STATION. 

The  following  vessels  comprise  the  force  on  the  Enropean  station^ 
nnder  command  of  Bear- Admiral  John  L.  Worden :  Marion,  7  gnns ; 
Vandalia,  8  gnns. 

The  Franklin,  (flag-ship,)  39  gnns,  and  the  Alaska,  12  gnns,  were 
attached  to  the  station  most  of  the  year. 

The  Franklin  arrived  at  Lisbon  on  the  8th  of  December,  1875,  and, 
remaining  there  nntil  the  19th  of  February,  1876,  left  on  that  daj^  for 
Southampton,  England:  arrived  on  the  25th;  departed  thence  on  the 
14th  of  March  for  Cherboorg,  France,  which  port  she  reached  on  the 
17th,  and  left  on  the  22d  for  Gibraltar,  where  she  arrived  on  the  30th. 
On  the  7th  of  April  departed  for  Villefhinohe ;  reached  there  on  the 
12th ;  sailed  thence  on  the  IGth  of  May,  and  arrived  at  Salonica,  Tar- 
key,  on  the  24th.  Left  that  port  Jane  5th,  and  visited  Smyrna,  Turkey; 
Beyrout,  Syria ;  and  Messina,  Sicily,  remaining  a  few  days  at  each  of 
these  places,  and  returning  to  Yillefranche  on  the  4th  of  July,  where 
she  remained  until  the  ISth,  when  she  sailed  for  Leghorn,  wluch  port 
she  reached  on  the  15th.  On  the  29th  of  Auguat  left,  and  same  day 
arrived  at  Spezia,  continuing  there  until  the  8th  of  September,  when 
she  left  for  Villcfninche,  arriving  there  the  next  day.  Oa  the  14th  she 
departed  for  Gibraltar,  on  her  return  to  the*Umted  States,  reaching 
there  on  the  20th,  and  leaving  on  the  24th  for  Vigo.  Spain.  She  ar- 
rived at  Vigo  on  the  2Gth,  and  on  the  28th  sailed  for  tne  United  States. 
She  reached  New  York  on  the  23d  of  November  via  St  Thomas. 

The  Marion  left  Key  West  June  23,  and  arrived  at  Lisbon  on  the  18th 
of  July ;  departed  thence  on  the  26th  for  Leghorn,  reaching  there 
August  *6y  and  remainiog  until  the  14tb;  left  on  that  day  for  Smyrna; 
arrived  on  the  21st,  and  departed  thence  on  the  24th  for  Constantinople, 
arriving  there  the  2Cth.  On  the  6th  of  September  sailed  for  Ville- 
franche,  and  arrived  on  the  13th,  and  departed  on  the  18th  for  Spezis, 
entering  that  port  the  next  day.  On  the  22d  left  for  Genoa,  and  ar- 
rived the  same  day,  where  she  remains. 
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Tiie  Viindalift  lell  New  York  on  the  9tli  of  September,  and  arrived 
Lisbon  on  tbo  Ctli  of  NovembeT,  wbero  ebo  was  at  tbe  last  report. 

Tbo  Aldflka  arrived  at  Lisbon  on  tbo  Kth  of  December,  1875,  and 
tbe  Ist  of  .lannary  following  made  a  cruise  to  the  coaal  of  Africa 
oecuunt  of  tronbles  iu  Liberia.  Having  encccssfully  accotupliahed 
object  of  her  cruise,  sbe  left  tbe  Gaboon  River  on  the  flth  of  April, 
reached  Fnnclial,  Madeira,  on  tbe  12(h  of  June;  leaving  there, 
t<>actiing  at  Gibraltar,  she  arrived  at  Villefranohe  on  the  6lli  of  J 
Od  the  13th  she  departed  for  Genoa,  arriving  the  nest  day,  and  remaiD- 
ing  until  tbe  ."id  of  Aiignst,  when  she  sailed  for  the  United  States;  ar- 
rived at  Boston  September  20 ;  left  the  same  day,  and  reached  New 
York  on  tbe  25tb,  and  was  pat  oat  of  commission  October  5. 

NOHTH  PAOIFIO  STATION. 

The  force  on  tbi^^  !4tation,iiuderthe  command  of  Bear-Admiral  Al 
der  Murray,  consists  at  present  of  the  Pensacola,  (flag-ship,)  22  gnns, 
tbe  Lackawanna,  10  guns. 

The  Tuscarora  and  Portsmonth  were  also  attnched  to  the  stat 
during  the  year. 

Bear-Admiral  John  J.  Almy  was  relieved  of  tbe  comninnd  of  tlin 
station  on  the  1st  of  Jnly  by  Kear-Admiral  Alexander  Slurray. 

Tbo  Pensacola  returned  Jantiary  2C  to  San  Francisco  from  her  erulae 
to  Lower  Cfllifornia  and  the  west  coast  of  Mexico,  having  left  Acattnlm 
on  the  27th  of  December,  1875.  On  the  19th  of  Augast,  1S7C,  left  tb» 
iiavy-yard,  Mare  Island,  Cab,  for  a  cruise  along  tbe  Itlexicau  nnd  Oeo- 
tral  American  coasts,  and  thence  to  Panama;  arrived  at  Muzatlsi, 
Mexico,  September  10,  and  left  that  day  for  La  Paz,  reaching  them  on 
the  2<'!d,  and  remained  until  about  Octol>er  10,  when  sailetl  for  Acapnloo, 
arriving  on  tbe  2lBt  en  route  to  Panama,  and  reaching  there  about  Lbe 
25th  of  November. 

The  Lackawanna  sailed  January  25  for  La  Paz  nnd  Lower  Califomi*; 
arrived  at  San  Bias,  Mexico,  Pebinary  10,  nnd  on  tbe  Hth  st«auied  tot 
Mazatlan,  arriving  the  following  day;  from  thence  crni^ed  along  tbe 
west  coast  of  Mexico,  and  visited  Gnaymas,  La  Paz.  and  Maxatlin; 
saitiHt  thence  for  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  and  arrived  at  Uouolaln  abont 
April  20,  and  cniised  among  those  islands ;  left  September  12  for  Gufty- 
mas.  La  Paz,  and  other  Mexican  ports. 

The  Tuscarora  has  been  engaged  on  decp-80H  soundings  ttetwwn  Ibc 
Hawaiiau  and  Fiji  Islands,  and  also  in  inquiring  into  the  jwasiblo  nbow 
of  onr  flag  in  kidnapping  natives  in  the  Sonth  Sea  Iitlauds,  but  found 
no  cnsejB  of  such  abuse.  She  lelt  the  Fiji  Islands  25th  Jaaoiu;,  i  ' 
arrived  at  Briabatic  Roads,  Anatralui,  Pebmary  14,  and  east  souooj 
between  thoRe  places  ;  arrived  at  Sydney,  Australia,  March  9,  ant 
the  11th  lell  fortlie  Samoan  Islands;  visits  those  islands,  and  inqni 
into  and  reportetl  on  the  troubles  there,  and  sailed  for  Ilonolnln,  a 
ing  there  on  the  27th  of  May;  loft  on  the  10th  of  Jnne,  and  i 
S:iM  Franeiflco  Jnly  3,  and  was  put  ont  of  commission  on  tbe  1 
9opteml>er. 

The  Portsmouth,  on  her  return  to  the  navy-yard,  Mare  Island, ' 
July  14,  187.'*,  from  a  cmiso  to  tbe  west  coast  of  Mexico,  was  pat  o 
comraixsiou  as  a  enitscr  attached  to  tbo  station,  and  wiis  put  in  o 
mission  as  a  train  ing- ship  for  boys,  and  continued  on  that  dnty  n 
Aagnst  7, 1870,  wbi-n  she  was  pnt  ont  of  conimisaion  at  Iho  navy-y 
Mure  Island. 
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SOUTH  PACIFIC  STATION. 

The  vessels  now  on  this  station  are  the  Omaha,  12  guns,  and  the  On- 
ward, 3  gans.  The  Pensacola,  flag^ship  of  the  North  Pacific  station, 
arrived  at  Panama  aboat  IToveml^r  25,  to  craise  within  the  limits  of 
this  station. 

The  Bichmondy  former  flagship,  left  Callao,  Pom,  on  the  27th  No- 
vember,  1875,  reaching  Coquimbo,  Chili,  on  the  7th  of  December,  and 
departing  thence  on  the  10th,  arrived  at  Valparaiso  the  next  day ;  lefb 
Valparaiso,  April  4, 1876,  and  arrived  at  Goquimbo  on  the  6th :  fiuiiled 
and  reached  Oallao*  May  20.  On  the  13th  of  July,  Commodore  0.  H.  B. 
Caldwell  relieved  Bear* Admiral  Beed  Werden,  who  had  been  in  com- 
mand, since  September  25,  1876,  of  the  command  of  the  station,  and 
on  the  12th  of  August  the  Biehmond  sailed  from  Callao  for  the  South 
Atlantic  station ;  went  to  Valparaiso  and  left  on  the  12th  of  September, 
touching  at  Valdivia  for  four  days,  and  entering  the  Straits  of  Muel- 
lan  on  the  28th  September ;  left  October  7,  and  arrived  at  Montevideo, 
Urugnay,  on  the  21st 

,  The  Omaha  loft  Panama  November  2&  for  Payta;  thence  to  Callao 
and  Valparaiso,  arriving  at  the  last-named  port,  February  12, 1876.  On 
the  1st  of  March,  sailed  for  Juan  Fernandez,  to  make  a  survey  of  those 
islands,  and  returned  on  the  26th,  having  made  a  very  accurate  survey. 
Ijeft  Valparaiso  about  the  30th  April,  and  arrived  at  Coquimbo«  Ohili, 
May  2 ;  visited  the  ports  of  Caldera,  Chili ;  Aatofagasta  and  Oobya, 
Bolivia ;  Pabellon  de  Pica  and  Pisaqua,  coast  of  Peixi,  the  Omaha  be- 
ing the  first  vessel  of  war  that  had  anchored  in  the  last  named  port; 
MoUendo  and  Pisco,  Pern ;  and  sailing  firom  Pisco  July  14,  arrived  at 
Calloa  the  next  day.  September  1,  departed  and  reached  Guayaquil, 
Bcuador  on  the  8th ;  sailed  for  Payta,  Peru,  after  a  stay  at  Guayaquil, 
reaching  that  port  on  the  30th,  and  remaining  until  the  10th  of  October, 
when  sailed  for  Callao;  arrived  at  Aucon,  Peru,  October  21,  and,  in 
obedience  to  order  of  Navy  Department,  left  for  Panama,  arriving  there 
on  the  16th  of  November,  where  she  remains. 

The  Onward,  store-ship  for  the  station,  remains  at  Callao. 

ASIATIC  STATION. 

The  force  on  this  station,  under  the  command  of  Bear- Admiral  William 
Beynolds,  consists  of  the  Tennessee,  (flag-ship,)  23  guns ;  Kearsarge,  6 
guns ;  Ashuelot,  6  guns ;  Monocacy,  0  guns ;  Yantic,  3  guns ;  Alert,  4 
guns,  and  Palos.  The  Saco  was  also  attached  to  this  station  a  part  of 
the  yeiu*. 

The  Tennessee  arrived  at  Nagasaki  from  the  United  States  November 
30, 1875,  having  touched  en  nmte,  and  after  having  passed  through  the 
Suez  Canal,  at  Aden,  Bombay,  Colombo,  Penang,  Singapore,  Manila, 
Amoy,  and  Wusnng.  On  the  27th  January,  1876,  left  Nagasaki  ibr  Wn- 
sung,  reaching  there  on  the  30th,  and  leaving  on  the  ILth  February, 
arrived  at  Shanghai ;  remained  there  until  March  30,  and  reached  Yoko- 
hama, Japan,  on  the  8th  of  April,  remaining  there  until  the  5th  of  June, 
when  sailed  for  Kobe,  Japan,  arriving  there  on  the  7th.  On  the  6th  of 
July  left  for  Yokohama,  reaching  there  the  7th,  and  departing  on  the 
29th,  arrived  at  llnkodadi,  Japan,  August  1.  On  the  10th,  departed 
and  returned  to  Yokohama,  arriving  on  the  2l8t;  left  September  9, 
and  reached  Nagasaki  on  the  17th,  and  on  the  19th  sailed  for  Cheefoo, 
where  she  arriv^  on  the  23d,  and  intended  to  leave  the  same  day  for 
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New-cl^wang  and  the  month  of  the  Peiho,  the  admiral  and  oflBLoers  pio- 
posing  to  visit  Peking. 

The  Kearsarge,  during  the  month  of  December,  1875,  was  at  Naga- 
saki 'j  left  January  22, 1876,  and  arrived  at  Shanghai  on  the  26th«  and 
remained  there  until  March  22,  when  she  sailed  for  Nagasaki,  Hong- 
Kong,  and  Manila,  reaching  the  last  named  on  the  7th  of  April,  having 
touched  at  the  other  ports ;  left  on  the  17th  and  returned  to  Hong-Kong, 
arriving  there  on  the  20th ;  left  July  10  for  Swatow,  and  firom  ihenoe 
sailed  for  Manila,  and  after  remaining  there  returned  to  Hong-Kong ; 
left  August  10,  reached  Nagasaki  August  15,  sailed  thence  to  Yoko- 
hama, arriving  on  August  20,  and  left  September  9  for  Yladivoatock. 

The  Monocacy.  during  the  month  of  December,  1875,  was  at  Nin^po, 
and  arrived  at  Snanghai  January  30,  and  remained  there,  for  new  boikrs 
and  repairs,  until  May  30 ;  left  tiiat  day  for  Nagasaki  and  arrived  June 
2 ;  departed  thence  June  6,  and  reached  Kobe  on  the  8th ;  left  on  the 
22d  for  a  cruise  in  the  Inland  Sea,  and  returned  on  the  27th ;  Ic^  Kobe 
July  6,  arrived  at  Nagasaki  on  the  8th,  and  same  day  departed  for 
Swatow  and  reached  there  about  the  30th,  and  remained,  attending  to 
wreckers  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company's  steamer  Japan,  and 
left  in  the  latter  part  of  August  for  a  cruise  up  the  coast  of  China  to 
Shanghai. 

The  Ashuelot,  during  the  month  of  December,  1875,  was  at  Shanghai, 
receiving  new  boilers,  and  remained  there  until  March  22,  when  she 
sailed  for  Hong-Kong,  arriving  there  on  the  31st,  and  leaving  on  the  14th 
of  April,  went  to  Bangkok,  Siam,  and  received  on  board  the  articles 
prepared  for  the  United  States  Centennial  Exhibition  by  the  Siamese 

fovemment,  and  returned  to  Hong-Kong  June  10 ;  left  on  the  19th  for 
watow  and  other  parts  to  the  northward ;  arrived  at  Pagoda  Anchor- 
age, Foochow,  China,  July  2,  from  Amoy,  thence  to  Ningpo  and  Shang- 
hai, reaching  the  last  named  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  and  leaving 
in  September  for  CheefoOr 

The  Yantic  was  at  Nagasaki  during  the  month  of  December,  1875, 
and  remained  until  January  14, 1870,  when  she  sailed  for  Shanghai,  ar> 
riving  on  the  17th  and  remaining  for  repairs.  On  the  22d  of  Aforch  left 
for  Amoy,  Macao,  and  Hong-Kong ;  arrived  at  Macao  April  2«  (having 
stopped  at  Amoy  from  March  27  to  31,)  and  departed  ou  the  9th,  reach* 
ing  Hong-Kong  same  day ;  left  June  8,  reached  Nagasaki  on  the  19th, 
and  arrived  at  Yokohama  on  the  23d,  where  she  is  repairing. 

The  Palos,  during  the  month  of  December,  1875,  was  repairing  at 
Shanghai,  and  remained  until  March  22,  when  she  sailed  for  Hong-Kong 
and  Canton,  arriving  at  Hong-Kong  the  28th  and  Canton  April  SO. 
Left  Canton  on  the  7th  of  June,  arriving  same  day  at  Hong-Kong:  de- 
parted on  the  8th,  and  reached  Macao  same  day :  returned  to  Mong- 
Kong  on  the  10th ;  sailed  for  Amoy ;  loft  and  arrivea  at  Pagoda  Anchor- 
age July  2,  and  at  Shanghai  on  the  31st,  and  left  on  the  10th  of  August 
for  Cheefoo,  thence  to  Tientsin. 

The  Alert  left  New  York  May  2G,  for  the  Asiatic  Station,  via  Snec 
Canal ;  touched  at  Gibraltar  and  Malta,  passed  through  the  canal  Jnly 
23,  touched  at  Aden  and  other  ports,  and  arrived  at  Hong-Kong  on  the 
11th  of  September,  and  thence  sailed  for  Swatow  and  other  ports  south 
of  Shanghai. 

The  Saco  was  at  Yokohama  during  the  month  of  December,  1876 ;  on 
the  10th  of  January,  1870,  arrived,  at  Nagasaki,  and  after  a  short  stay 
returned  to  Yokohama ;  on  the  Gth  of  May  left  and  arrived  at  San  Fran- 
cisco on  the  21st  of  June,  and  was  put  out  of  commission  on  the  13th 
of  July. 
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TRAININGiJHIPS,  ETC. 

The  Juniata,  formerly  attached  to  the  European  station,  left  Gibraltar 
December  18, 1875,  touched  at  Madeira,  afforded  relief  to  German  brig 
Avance  at  sea,  and  reached  St.  Thomas  January  15, 1876,  sailing  thence 
on  the  18th,  and  arriving  at  Port  Bojal  on  the  25th ;  left  on  the  20th, 
touched  at  Norfolk  February  4,  departed  the  next  day,  and  arrived  at 
Baltimore  on  the  6th,  and  cruised  as  a  training-ship  for  boys  in  the 
Navy,  reaching  Norfolk,  Ya.,  on  the  31st  of  August,  transferring  her 
officers  and  men  to  the  Monongnbela,  and  was  put  out  of  commission 
September  6. 

The  Gettysburg  returned  to  the  navy-yard,  Washington,  June  14, 
1876,  having  been  engaged  on  telegraphic  longitude  work  in  the  West 
Indies  since  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1875,  and  was  put  out  of  commis- 
sion on  the  26tb.  On  the  20th  of  September  was  put  in  commission  at 
Washington,  left  for  Norfolk  on  the  27th,  and  arrived  the  next  day,  and 
on  the  17th  October  sailed  on  a  surveying  expedition,  &c.,  for  the  Med- 
iterranean. 

The  store-ship  Supply  left  the  New  York  navy-yard,  January  7, 1876, 
to  receive  and  bring  to  the  United  States  for  the  Centennial  Exhibition 
contoibutions  from  American  artists  residing  in  Europe,  and  also  to 
bring  the  naval  monument  Arrived  at  Givita  Yecchia  February  21, 
sail^  March  2,  and  reached  Leghorn  on  the  5th }  left  on  the  20th  for 
Gibraltar,  arriving  April  6,  departing  on  flie  8th,  and  reaching  Phila- 
delphia May  12,  landed  her  goods,  and  June  9  went  to  Washington,  ar- 
riving on  the  16th,  and  landed  the  portion  of  the  monument  which  she 
brought.  On  the  3d  of  July  left  for  New  York,  arriving  on  the  8th|  and 
sailing  on  the  17th  as  a  training-ship  for  boys,  and  continued  on  that 
duty  until  September  30,  when  put  out  of  commission  at  Boston. 
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THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR, 


Department  of  the  Intebiob, 

Washington^  D.  C,  October  31,  :187a 

Bm :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 

of  this  Department  daring  the  past  year,  with  snch  suggestions  and 

recommendations  as  in  my  judgment  would  promote  the  efficieocy  of 

the  public  service : 

INDIANS. 

I  beg  to  call  your  atteotion  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Cora- 
missioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  which,  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
superintendent  and  agents,  shows  progress  and  steady  improvement, 
giving  most  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  gradual  advancement  of  the 
Indian  in  the  habits  of  industry  and  development  of  agricultural  ability 
and  disposition.  Each  year  adds  greatly  to  the  total  number  of  acres 
cultivated  by  Indian  labor  and  most  gratifying  results  In  the  increasiog 
number  of  laborers  and  amount  of  products.  Personal  industry,  with 
its  practical  lessons  of  the  benefits  and  increased  comforts  it  secures, 
and  a  growing  taste  and  desire  for  cdacation,  must  bo  relied  upon  as 
the  great  elements  in  working  out  the  problem  of  Indian  civilization. 

The  evidence  conveyed  by  a  careful  perusal  of  the  reports  of  the  dif- 
ferent agents  is  most  gratifying,  as  showing  what  steady  advancement 
is  being  made  in  this  direction. 

Belying  upon  the  sincerity  of  purpose  and  integrity  of  the  ofiScers  in 
charge  of  the  agencies,  I  think  that  it  is  a  matter  for  congratulation 
that,  in  view  of  the  sacrifice  of  home  comforts  and  advantages  which  the 
agents  must  make,  enduring  the  hardships  and  surroundings  of  a 
froutier-life  for  the  very  inadequate  salaries  allowed,  so  intelligent  and 
capable  men  have  been  secured.  For  this  result  we  are  indebted  to  the 
varioas  Ohristiau  organizations  of  the  country,  upon  whoso  recommend- 
ation of  fitness  the  appointments  have  been  made. 

The  self-sacrificing  spirit  of  the  missionary  has  to  be  united  to  prac- 
tical business  ability,  and,  when  secured  in  the  slow  and  often  disheart- 
ening task  of  Indian  education,  should  be  properly  acknowledged  and 
compensated.  The  Commissioner  makes  some  earnest  recommenda- 
tions upon  this  subject  which  I  most  heartily  commend ;  especially. 
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that  an  appropriation  be  made,  to  be  distribated  as  additional  com* 
pensation  to  those  having  in  charge  the  most  important  and  difficult 

agencies. 

No  matter  what  particular  policy  may  be  pursued  in  regard  to  the 
Indian,  I  believe  that  the  one  feature  of  educating  him  and  making 
him  self-supporting,  or  as  nearly  so  as  possible,  must  always  be  steadily 
adhered  to.  The  alternative  cannot  fail  to  be  gradual  extinction  of  the 
race.  If  he  is  to  be  taught,  the  success  must  depend  upon  the  teacher, 
and  the  best  material  attainable  should  be  secured,  and  paid  accordingly. 
The  sooner  he  is  taught  to  provide  for  his  own  support,  the  earlier  the 
Government  will  be  relieved  therefrom. 

With  the  exception  of  the  troubles  in  Dakota,  with  the  hostile  Sioux, 
we  may  say  that,  practically,  all  of  the  Indians  are  upon  reservations 
entirely  under  the  control  of  the  Department,  and  making  commend- 
able improvement.  It  is  believed  that  by  spring  the  trouble  in  Dakota 
will  be  ended  and  all  liability  of  Indian  wars  in  the  future  removed. 

Trouble  with  the  non-treaty  Indians,  consisting  principally  of  rene- 
gades from  various  tribes  under  the  leadership  of  Sitting  Bull,  had 
been  foreseen  for  a  long  time,  and  the  services  of  the  Army  were  finally 
invoked  to  put  a  stop  to  the  pillaging  and  outrages  perpetrated  by  them 
upon  the  white  settlers  and  friendly  Indians  in  their  vicinity. 

Reports  had  been  received  showing  that  60  white  men  had  been  killed 
and  half  a  million  dollars'  worth  of  property  destroyed  by  them,  and 
their  depredations  had  become  simply  unbearable. 

The  unchecked  course  of  this  band  was  one  of  the  greatest  draw- 
backs to  the  success  of  our  agents  among  the  remaining  Sioux  and  other 
bands  in  Dakota  and  Montana,  and  it  became  necessary  to  turn  them 
over  to  the  War  Department  to  be  brought  in  ui>on  the  reservations. 
This  is  being  rapidly  done,  and,  but  for  the  disastrous  and  sad  &te  of 
General  Custer  and  his  brave  command,  would  have  been  consum- 
mated, in  all  probability,  with  slight  loss  to  our  forces.  The  similar 
trouble  with  bands  in  the  Southwest,  a  few  years  since,  was  successfully 
removed,  and  to-day  the  Kiowas,  Comanches,  and  Apaches  are  ftdly 
under  control,  and  realize  their  better  condition  sufficiently  to  make  it 
entirely  improbable  that  any  future  difficulty  will  arise  which  cannot 
readily  be  disposed  of  by  our  civil  officers. 

To  what  extent  the  difficulties  in  the  I^orth  were  Increased  by  the 
tardy  passage  by  Congress  of  the  annual  appropriations,  and  the  con- 
sequent dissatis&ction  and  suspicion  of  many  of  those  Indians,  before 
friendly,  inducing  them  to  join  the  hostiles,  it  would  be  ilifficult  to 
determine,  but  that  the  effect  was  to  materially  strengthen  Sitting 
Bull's  band  is  undoubtedly  true. 

The  Indian  Bureau  desenres  great  credit  for  its  efforts  to  prevent  dis- 
satisfiactioti  and  discontent  among  the  Indians  at  the  reservations,  and 
did  all  that  could  be  done  to  prevent  the  recent  troubles.  It  may  be 
hoped  that  the  results  of  the  visit  of  the  present  commission  to  the  Bed 
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Cloud  and  Spotted  Tail  agencies  and  the  agencies  on  the  Missoiiri  BiTer 
will  aid  most  materially  in  solving  the  Sionx  problem.  They  hare  cer- 
tainly secured  the  removal  of  the  Sioux  in  Northern  Nebraska  to  either 
the  Indian  Territory  or  the  Missouri  Biver,  irith  full  relinquishment  of 
any  claims  to  the  Black  Hills  or  rights  in  Montanai  and  the  establish- 
ment of  roads  across  the  reduced  reservation  from  the  Missouri  Biver  to 
the  Black  Hills*  The  northern  line  of  the  reservation  is  to  be  changed 
from  the  forty-sixth  parallel,  which  is  a  boundary-line  unintelligible  to  the 
Indian,  to  the  natural  boundary  of  the  South  Fprk  of  find  main  Cannon 
Ball  Biver.  The  commission  will  not  complete  its  labor  and  make  a  re- 
port for  some  time  to  come ;  but  when  their  report  is  receivedi  it  will  be 
transmitted  to  you,  with  such  further  views  upon  the  Sioux  question  as 
may  be  suggested  thereby. 

I  desire  to  express  my  warm  appreciation  of  the  hearty  cooperation 
of  the  War  Department  and  its  aid  and  assistance  at  the  various  Sioux 
and  other  agencies  in  Dakota,  at  all  of  which  quiet  and  order  have  been 
maintained. 

For  the  general  government  of  the  Indians  the  Commissioner  reoom- 
mends  three  principles  of  policyi  which  he  supports  by  able  and  con- 
vincing arguments  and  in  which  1  most  heartily  concur:  The  ccmcen- 
tratioQ  of  all  the  Indians  upon  a  few  reservations,  acceptance  by  them 
of  lands  in  severalty,  and  the  extension  over  them  of  the  United  States 
law  and  jurisdiction  of  United  States  courts,  and  consequent  dissolution 
of  tribal  organization. 

For  several  years  the  number  of  agencies  has  been  decreased,  as  it 
has  been  found  that  their  occupants  could  be  removed  and  consolidated 
with  other  tribes  upon  one  reserve  or  could  be  settled  in  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory. Witjiin  the  last  four  years  one  superintendency  and  twenty-two 
agencies  have  been  abolished,  with  a  corresponding  reduction  of  agents 
and  employ^  and  an  annual  saving  in  salaries  and  wages  amoontinc 
to  over  160,000. 

As  a  matter  of  economyi  the  greatest  saving  could  be  made  by  unit- 
ing all  the  Indians  upon  a  few  reservations ;  the  fewer  the  better.  A 
much  less  number  of  employes  would  be  required  at  correspondingly 
less  expense,  but  a  greater  saving  would  result  from  the  reduction  of 
transportation.  Many  of  the  agencies  are  almost  inaccessible  daring 
certain  months  of  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  them  with  pro- 
visions, and  it  can  only  be  done  at  very  great  expense.  To  reach  some 
few  of  them  the  transportation  equalSi  if  not  exceeds,  the  first  cost  of  the 
provisions. 

Were  there  but  five  or  six  large  reservationsi  easy  of  access,  the  an- 
nual saving  in  transportation  alone  would  be  over  1100,000. 

The  good  example  of  those  successfully  started  in  agricultural 
pursuits  stimulates  the  desire  of  the  more  ignorant  who  may  be 
brought  upon  the  same  reserve.     Teaching  is  rendered  far  easier 

A  more  successful    Good  results  have  invariably  attended   the 
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/concentration  of  Indians  firiendly  to  each  other,  and  while  the  plan 
is  not  free  from  difflcalty,  and  may  take  a  long  time  before  all 
can  be  brought  together  in  the  Indian  Territory  or  npon  some  three  or 
four  large  reserves,  yet  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  every  step  taken 
in  that  direction  is  beneficial,  and  I  do  not  doubt  the  feasibility  of  the 
plan.  If,  as  the  Commissioner  recommends,  the  President  were  author- 
iased  by  law  to  remove,  whenever  in  his  judgment  it  might  bo  deemed 
practicable,  any  tribe  or  band,  or  a  portion  of  a  tribe  or  band,  to  the  In< 
dian  Territory,  or  to  either  of  two  prominent  reservations — and  he  names 
the  White  Earth  in  Minnesota  and  the  Yakama  in  the  southern  part  of 
Washington  Territory— and  suitable  appropriation  placed  at  his  disposal 
to  enable  him  to  do  so,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  success  of  such  re* 
movals  would  be  apparent  within  the  next  two  or  three  years.  Many 
of  the  present  reservations  are  entirely  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  the  dis- 
appearance of  game,  which  is  rapidly  growing  scarce,  leaves  their  occu- 
pants solely  dependent  upon  the  care  of  the  Gtovemment  for  their  sup- 
port; and  this  condition  cannot  be  improved  till  they  are  located  upon 
soil  suitable  for  agriculture  and  stock-raising. 

Some  few  of  the  reservations  located  on  mineral  lands  are  or  will  be 
subject  to  the  'same  conditions  with  which  we  have  lately  had  to  contend 
in  the  case  of  the  Black  HiUs.  In  the  past  the  inevitable  result  of  the 
discovery  of  rich  mineral  deposits  has  been  the  possession  by  the  miners 
of  the  locality  in  which  it  is  found.  If  upon  Indian  ground,  great 
trouble  must  ensue  unless  the  Indians  are  powerless  to  resist  the 
aggression  and  protect  their  rights,  which  in  any  event  are  lost  sight  o£ 

Briefly,  the  arguments  are  all  in  favor  of  the  consolidation ;  expensive 
agencies  would  be  abolished,  the  Indians  themselves  can  be  more  easily 
watched  over  and  controlled,  evil-designing  men  be  the  better  kept 
away  from  them,  and  illicit  trade  and  barter  in  arms,  ammunition,  and 
whidcy  prevented ;  goods  could  be*  supplied  at  a  great  saving ;  the 
military  service  relieved ;  the  Indians  better  taught,  and  friendly  rivalry 
established  among  them,  those  most  civOized  hastening  the  progress  of 
those  below  them,  and  most  of  the  land  now  occupied  as  reserves, 
reverting  to  the  General  Government,  would  be  open  to  entry  and  sale. 

As  soon  as  the  Indian  is  taught  to  toil  for  his  daily  bread  and  realize 
the  sense  of  proprietorship  in  the  results  of  his  labor,  it  cannot  but  be 
further  to  hisr  advantage  to  be  able  to  appreciate  that  his  labor  is 
expended  upon  his  individual  possessions  and  for  his  personal  benefit.  As 
laag  as  the  land  is  cultivated  and  the  products  owned  in  common,  the 
homely  truth  that  what  is  every  man's  business  is  no  one's,  will  gener- 
ally prevail,  and  the  agent  with  his  employes  do  the  most  of  the  farm- 
ing. The  Indian  must  be  made  to  see  the  practical  advantage  to  himself 
of  his  work,  and  feel  that  he  reaps  the  full  benefit  of  it.  Everything 
should  teach  him  that  he  has  a  home,  not  only  in  common  with  his  tribe, 
but  a  hearth-stone  of  his  own  around  which  ho  can  gather  hfs  family, 
and  in  its  possession  be  entirely  secure  and  independent. 
40  Ab 
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The  CoftimissioDer's  reooDiuiemlations  for  the  allotmeots  of  I 
ludians  ia  severalty — sach  allotments  to  be  inalienable  for  a  I 
years — must  ultimately  be  ;»doptetl,  and  1  warmly  favor  its  ooijsity 
lion. 

Ill  my  aimual  report  Inst  year  I  tuok  uccneioD  to  quot«  from  the  rcfxirt 
of  the  commissioii  appoioted  durtug  that  year  to  visit  tbo  Jied  Cloul 
and  Spotted  Tail  ageacios,  iu  regard  to  the  urgent  necessity  of  lavs  fat 
the  protection  and  pauishment  of  ludiaus.  In  pre^nons  reporte  of  tlM 
Department  the  same  subject  has  been  repeatedly  alluded  to,  and  tbt 
absence  of  any  proper  means  for  the  adininistratioit  of  Jiutioe  ovs 
Indian  Territory  presented.  The  present  law  is  entirely  inadeqaate  to 
punish  an  Indian  for  a  crime  committed  against  another,  either  witbovt 
the  limits  of  his  reservadoo  or  upon  it.  The  only  pnuishmeot  which 
can  be  inflicted  npon  a  white  man  for  a  crime  against  an  Indiso  Is  to 
force  him  off  the  reservation.  This  immunity  for  criuie  is  most  ttnfbr 
tnnato,  and  loudly  calls  for  correction.  Were  the  juriadictioa  of  the 
United  States  courts  extended  over  the  reservations,  and  the  IsdlM 
taught  that  lie  must  suffer  the  same  penalty  foe  his  ciime  us  a  wUM 
man,  aud  at  the  same  time  be  prot«cted  in  like  manner,  the  laboa  of 
the  Department  would  be  made  mnch  easier. 

A  few  years  ago  the  first  thing  considered  necessary  of  aooompUlfc- 
ment  was  to  gain  oversight  and  control  of  the  Indians  by  indociBg  Uuoi 
to  give  up  their  roving  habits  and  gather  them  tipou  a  reserratioa, 
where,  by  feeding  them  and  rendering  imnocessary  a  ceiweleaB  diaw iir 
game,  au  opportunity  coald  be  obtained  of  watching  and  teachiog  thio. 
This  has  practically  been  accomplished. 

The  next  important  thing  was  to  te.ach  tbeni  the  way  to  calti%*at0  aid 
produce  their  own  food,  and  so  be  able  to  supply  their  own  wants  wbca 
restricted  to  a  limited  territory,  and  educate  in  them  a  taste  for  Bach 
pursuits  and  a  relinquishment  of  the  natural  desire  to  roam,  Thisia 
being  accomplished,  aud  we  have  everj'  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  ttt  | 
progre8.<4  attained. 

To  concentrate  them  aud  indnce  them  to  cultivate  each  for  him 
individual  farm,  belonging  wholly  and  completely  to  himself,  Is  t  _ 
great  step  to  be  takeu ;  but  how  can  we  expect  the  Indian  bimseU  ti 
succeed  if  we  do-not  surround  him  with  the  protection  and  guamutM  rf 
law !  If  it  is  ho  essentially  required  for  the  punishment  and  n-»tnJat 
of  the  l!a<l,  it  is  still  more  for  the  protection  of  the  well  inclined. 

Tliough  Ihe  jilan  of  uniting  all  the  Indians  upon  a  few  reservutioiu 
and  allowing  thorn  lands  in  severalty  may  meet  oppoHition,  and  tnust 
necessarily,  if  favorably  considered,  he  a  work  of  time,  yet  the  enact- 
meut  of  suitable  laws  for  the  govcrnmeal  of  Indians  should  be  detajred 
no  longer.  I  beg  that  you  will  call  this  especially  to  the  attcutioa  ol 
<'ongrc8H. 

The  necessity  of  devising  some  simple  and  satiBfac4ory  form  of  gor- 
emueut  for  the  ladiaa  Territoiy  is  yearly  growing  mortt  argaa^  4 


1.    This  i4 
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stbed^l 
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mu8t,  ere  long,  be  met  At  present  the  eastern  and  richest  portion, 
agricoltorally,  is  occupied  by  the  Gherokees,  Ohoctaws,  Ohickasaws, 
Greeks,  and  Seminoles,  numbering  something  over  65,000  sonls,  with  a 
total  of  20,784,880  acres,  or  an  average  of  375  acres  for  each  man, 
woman,  and  child  among  them.  Bo  long  as  this  greatly  disproportion- 
ate allowance  of  land  to  the  individnal  oontinnes,  the  greater  porticm  of 
it  most  lie  idle  and  unproductive  and  be  the  object  of  desire  to  the 
white  settler.  The  easiest  way  to  seeoze  that  Territory  to  its  present 
oc<mpants  and  proteet  it  from  the  encroaehments  of  white  settlement, 
is  to  people  it  by  other  Indians,  and,  giving  them  all  in  severalty  suffi- 
cient land  for  each  to  cultivate  and  take  care  of,  prohibit  any  transfer 
to  a  white  man,  and  only  from  one  Indian  to  another  under  great  re- 
striction. There  is  no  doubt  but  the  portion  of  the  Territory  lying  be- 
tween the  98th  meridian  and  its  eastern  boundary  is  sufficiently  large 
for  the  occupation  of  all  the  Indians  that  eon  be  removed  there.  Were 
it  possible  to  get  them  all  there  there  would  be  an  average  of  76  acres 
for  each  of  the  276,000  Indian  men,  women,  and  children  in  tfae^xmntry. 
Within  those  limits  is  embraced  a  section  of  territory  about  the  sise 

4 

of  the  State  of  Ohio,  unexcelled  in  fertility  of  so'l,  and  a  climate  unsur- 
passed in  the  United  States.  By  requiring  its  present  occupants  to 
accept  liberal  altotments  in  severalty  their  Itirther  claims  nuqr  bea^just- 
ed  by  awarding  proper  compensation  for  the  land  they  do  not  need  and 
cannot  occupy;  and  while  no  injustice  to  those  Indians  now  there  should 
be  permitted,  I  believe  such  allotments  and  purchase  of  the  remainiag 
lands  would  subserve  their  best  and  truest  interests. 

The  sooner  the  idea  of  considering  and  treating  the  various  tribes  in 
the  Indian  Territory  as  possessing  a  sort  of  independent  power  and 
nationality  is  done  away  with,  the  earlier  will  we  reach  some  practical 
solution  of  the  embarrassments  which  now  surround  the  question  of 
their  government.  The  most  of  these  people  have  made  great  advanoe- 
ment  in  civilization,  and  many  are  flt  to  embrace  the  fliU  advantages  of 
citizenship.  They  are  under  the  care  of  the  Government  as  much  as  any 
other  p<Htion  of  its  people,  and  it  is  as  responsible  and  in  some  respects 
more  responsible  for  their  weUare.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  laws 
and  Jurisdiction  of  the  courts  should  not  be  extended  over  them  and 
they  be  treated  the  same  as  any  other  like  portion  of  our  population, 
and  some  form  of  territorial  government  devised  which  shall  secure  for 
them,  as  guaranteed,  the  exclusive  occupancy  of  their  territory  by  In- 
dians, and,  while  protecting  them  from  the  encroachments  of  the  whites, 
provide  the  necessary  means  for  the  protection  and  government  of  them- 
selves. 

Among  the  general  recommendations  of  the  Oommissioner,  I  beg  to 
call  your  attention  to  that  for  a  further  appropriation  for  the  removal  to, 
and  establishment  in  the  Indian  Territory  of  the  Poncas.  Gongress  ap- 
propriated $25,000  for  this  purpose  at  ite  last  session,  which  is  not  suffi- 
cient for  their  removal,  and  the  purchase  from  other  tribes  of  the  land 
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upon  which  to  locate  them.  The  early  settlement  of  this  tribe  in  the 
Indian  Territory  is  desirable. 

Legislation  by  Congress  is  recommended  authorizing  the  aUotmapt  to 
the  La  Pointe  band  of  Chippewa  Indians  of  some  twenty*two  seetions  of 
land  known  as  the  Bed  Cliff  reservation,  in  order  to  cany  out  the  tenot 
of  the  treaty  made  with  them  September  30, 1854. 

A  large  portion  of  Uie  Qnapaws  are  Hying  with  the  Osages  in  the 
Indian  Territory  and  are  desiroos  of  consolidating  with  them.  Their 
lands  are  desirable  for  the  Foncas,  of  whose  removal  to  the  Territefj 
I  have  spoken,  and  authority  is  asked  to  negotiate  the  sale  of  this  reser- 
vation to  the  Poncas  and  the  settlement  of  all  the  Qnapaws  with  the 
Osages. 

Stringent  legislation  is  required  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  liquor  tolndiaiu 
off  of  their  reservations,  and  it  is  recommended  that  it  be  made  a  penal 
offense  to  sell  liquor  to  an  Indian  anywhere. 

I  would  call  attention  to  the  claim  of  the  Sioux  for  125,000,  for  wtuA 
they  accepted  the  pledge  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  at  the  time  of 
their  visit  here  in  May,  1875,  that  should  they  consent  to  the  oession  of 
their  right  to  hunt  in  Nebraska,  and  such  rights  as  they  posaesaed  in 
Nebraska  south  of  the  divide  of  the  Niobrara  Biver,  which  by  the 
treaty  of  1868  was  to  remain  Indian  territory,  he  would  urge  that  such 
an  appropriation  be  made  for  them.  This  pledge  was  looked  upon  bj 
them  as  equivalent  to  a  promise  of  the  money,  and  the  failure  last  sessioii 
to  provide  it  has  been  a  source  of  embarrassment  to  the  commiarioii 
now  engaged  in  securing  the  moving  of  i)ortions  of  the  Sioux  to  the 
Indian  Territory.  It  has  been  regarded  by  the  Indians  as  a  breach  of 
&itSh.  The  Commissioner  recommends  the  favorable  consideration  of 
this  claim. 

I  can  report  that  the  lands  of  the  Eastern  Cherokees  of  North  Carolina, 
lately  in  litigation,  have  been  secured  to  them,  and  they  are  now  in  a 
conation  of  comparative  independence.  It  has  been  attempted  to  erect 
a  quasi-tribal  organization  there,  which  is  not  only  unnecessary  bat 
mischievous,  and  I  recommend  legislation  dissolving  any  tribal  organi- 
zation and  providing  for  a  division  of  the  land. 

I  have  also  to  report  the  successful  removal  to  the  San  Carlos  reserve 
of  the  Apadies  from  the  Chiricahua  reservation,  and  its  aboUshment. 
The  dose  proximity  of  these  Indians  to  the  Mexican  border  gave  oppor- 
tunity for  frequent  excursions  into  Sonora,  and  was  a  ceaseless  souroe 
of  trouble.  The  extremely  broken,  mountainous  character  of  the  country 
rendered  it  impossible  to  follow  and  punish  these  marauding  partiee ; 
and,  as  the  Indians  had  not  been  disarmed,  and  could  so  readily  elude  any 
force  sent  to  compel  their  removal,  the  Indian  Department  may  be  con- 
gratulated upon  its  successful  accomplishment. 

The  removal  of  the  Pawnees  from  Kansas  to  the  Indian  Territoiy  has 

been  completed,  and  this  tribe  is  now  upon  a  valuable  reservation  ceded 

by  the  Cberokees.    Three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  have  been  put  under 

ultivation,  28  buildings  have  been  erected,  and  two  schools  established. 
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In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  10, 1876,  apprais- 
ers have  been  appointed  to  appraise  the  land  belonging  to  the  Pawnees 
in  Kansas  wliich  they  have  vacated. 

The  report  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Gheyennes  and  ArapahoeSi 
and  the  Eiowas  and  Gomanches,  who,  so  lately  as  last  year,  were  dis- 
mounted  and  disarmed,  and  who  were  at  that  time  classed  as  equally 
intractable  and  violent  as  the  Sionx,  is  remarkable  for  the  progress  it 
shows  they  have  made  in  peacef ol  pursuits  and  the  desire  evinced  for 
the  education  of  their  children.  So  great  is  this  desire  that,  had  we 
greater  facilities  for  taking  care  of  and  teaching  them,  a  much  larger 
number  of  children  could  be  gathered  in  the  schools. 

I  have  lately  named  a  commission,  consisting  of  three  civilians  and  two 
Army  officers,  to  examine  certain  questions  of  disagreement  between  the 
Ifea  Perc6  Indians,  in  Idaho,  and  the  settlers  in  their  neighborhood,  and 
also  to  report  upon  the  subject  of  reducing  Uie  number  of  reservations 
in  Oregon  and  Washington  and  Idaho  Territories.  Sufficient  time  has 
not  elapsed  to  receive  any  report  of  their  action. 

The  Osages,  numbering  some  3,000,  are  in  a  condition  of  groat  desti- 
tution. They  have  been  great  sufferers  by  a  flood  which  carried  away 
their  fences  and  the  greater  part  of  their  crops.  They  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  supplying  their  wants  in  great  part  from  the  chase  of  the 
bufUo ;  but  during  the  last  season  this  has  been  a  failure.  Th^  have 
abundant  ftmds  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  to  supply  all  their 
requirements  in  the  way  of  food,  clothing,  and  necessary  farming-imple- 
ments, and  ask  that  in  their  most  pressing  need  they  be  allowed  to  use 
it.  The  time  of  payment  by  the  settlers  upon  their  lands  in  Elansas  was 
extended  by  the  Government,  or  the  interest  would  now  supply  their 
wants.  respectfolly  recommend  that  you  urge  upon  Congress  its  early 
consideration  of  this  matter  at  its  coming  session. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  June  10, 1876, 
within  the  time  prescribed,  all  stocks,  bonds,  and  other  securities  held 
in  trust  for  Indian  tribes  were  transferred  to  the  custody  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States.  In  this  connection  I  would  renew  my  recom- 
mendation that  as  such  bonds  and  stocks  mature  and  are  paid,  instead 
of  being  required  to  re-invest  in  new  bonds,  which  have  to  be  purchased 
at  a  premium,  thus  reducing  the  principal,  the  money  be  allowed  to  re- 
main in  the  Treasury  and  the  (Government  pay  thereon  a  jast  and  equita- 
ble rate  of  interest. 

PUBLIC  LAIIDa 

During  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  public  lands  were  disposed  of 
OS  follows : 


CaahsftleB 640,691.87 

Militory-wamoit  locations ^ 137,640.00 

Homflftead entries .^.^ 2,875,909.67 

Timber-coltoxe  entries 607,964.87 

AgrioQltnral-college-scrip  locations ••••• •••.«  »..  «• 2,390,00 
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Approved  to  States  as  swamps ^ l,008»0Q6uSS 

Certifiod  to  railroads 1,001,77«.34 

Certified  for  agricultural  colleges 42^000.09 

Certified  for  common  schools 127,036.15 

Certified  for  universities 4,460.44 

Certified  forpublic  buildings 3,  IMLM 

Approved  to  States  for  internal  improvements fiS;  SSL  56 

Sioax  faalf-breed>8crip  locations 19  666174 

Chippewa  half-breed-scrip  locatioAs • 19, 480.27 

Total 6,524,3ai36 

a  quantity  less  by  545,94493  acres  than  that  disposed  of  the  preoediiig 
year. 

The  cash  receipts  were  $1,747,215.85 ;  a  sum  less  by  $32,400.43  than 
tiiat  received  the  previoas  year. 

During  the  year  21,806,517.26  acres  were  surveyed,  making,  with  the 
quantity  previously  surveyed,  702,069,611.47  acres,  and  leaving  yet  to 
be  surveyed  1,132,665,244.53  acres. 

The  quantity  of  land  tskken  up  under  the  homestead  and  timber-col* 
tnre  acts  is  661,906.68  acres  greater  than  that  reported  last  year.  As 
these  entries  are  generally  by  actual  settlers,  the  increase  is  afc  onoe 
gratifying  and  encouraging. 

The  Commissioner,  in  his  report,  ably  discusses  various  qQeatfams 
relating  to  subjects  placed  by  law  under  his  control.  I  woold  especially 
commend  to  the  consideration  of  Oongiess  his  views,  which  were  those 
of  his  immediate  predecessor,  as  to  the  disposal  of  lands  west  of  the 
one  hundredth  meridian  of  longitude ;  of  pine  and  other  timber  lands ; 
as  to  the  consolidation  of  the  pre-emption  and  homestead  laws ;  the 
correction  of  errors  in  the  Bevised  Statu  es ;  the  publication  of  m^ps ; 
the  furnishing  his  office  with  a  law  library ;  as  to  the  land-oflBoes  at 
Ohillioothe,  Ohio,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  Springfield,  HI. ;  tiie  Osage 
ceded  lands ;  and  the  clerical  force  in  his  office. 

EAILWATS. 

The  facts  and  figoros  herein  set  forth  are  compiled  from  the  annnal 
reports  of  the  companies. 

Stock  of  tbo  TJnion  Pacific  Railroad  Company  to  the  amount  of 
$36,783,000  lias  been  subscribed,  of  which  $36,762,300  has  been  paid. 
Tlio  receipts  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  were,  fh)m  transporta- 
tion of  passengers,  $4,201,807.89 ;  of  freight,  $6,923,614.85 ;  and  fiom 
miscollaueous  soarces,  $988,567.95 ;  total,  $12,113,990.69.  These  figures 
include  ^'  the  amounts  earned  from,  but  withheld  by,  the  United  States, 
for  transportation  of  its  passenp^ers,  freight^  and  mails."  The  expense 
of  operating  the  road  for  the  year  was  $5,447,819.27,  leaving  net  earnings 
$6,666,171.42.  The  cost  of  the  road  has  been  $114,465,652.  The  Omaha 
bridge  cost  $2,866,463.72.  ^ho  total  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  com- 
pany is  $79,072,312,  of  which  $27,236,512  is  due  to  the  United  States. 

The  amount  of  stock  subscribed  in  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad  Com* 
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puny  of  Galiforaia  is  $62,608,800,  of  which  $54,275,500  has  been  paid. 
The  receipts  for  the  year  CDding  Jane  30, 1876,  from  transportation  of 
passengers  were  $5,448,769.04,  and  of  freight,  $9,161,631.15;  total, 
$14,610,400.19.  The  operating  expenses  of  the  road  for  the  year  were 
$6,889,045.58,  leaving  net  earnings  to  the  amount  of  $7,720,454.01.  At 
the  close  of  said  year  the  indebtedness  of  the  company  amounted  to 
$89,061,508.43,  of  which  $27,855,080  is  due  to  the  United  States.  This 
company  embraces,  by  consolidation,  (besides  the  original  Oentral 
Pacific  Company,)  the  Western  Pacific,  the  California  and  Oregon,  the 
San  Francisco,  Oakland  and  Alameda,  and  the  San  Joaquin  Valley 
Companies. 

Stock  of  the  Central  Branch  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  to  the 
amount  of  $1,000,000  has  been  subscribed,  of  which  $980,600  has  been 
paid.  The  receipts  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  were,  from  trans- 
portation of  passengers,  $34,946.28,  and  of  freight,  $79,467.84 ;  total, 
$114,414.12.  The  amount  expended  in  said  year  for  running  expenses 
and  repairs  was  $  131,500.67.  The  road  and  fixtures  have  cost  $3,763,700. 
The  company's  indebtedness,  in  addition  to  the  Government  loan,  and 
first  mortgage  of  $1,600,000  and  interest  unpaid,  is  $148,739.94. 

The  amount  of  stock  of  the  Kansas  Pacific  Bailroad  Compcuay  allowed 
by  law  IS  $10,000,000.  Of  this  $9,992,500  has  been  subscribed,  and 
$9^689,950  paid.  The  receipts  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  were, 
from  transportation  of  passengers,  $1,085,199.70 ;  of  freight,  $2,120,009.17; 
miscellaneous,  $29,945.67 ;  total,  $3,235,154.54.  Total  expenses  of  the 
year,  $1,827,980.40 ;  leaving  net  earnings,  $1,407,174.14.  The  ftinded 
debt  of  the  company  is  $27,247,100,  of  which  $6,303,000  is  due  to  the 
United  States.  There  are  other  liabilities  to  the  amount  of  $3,554,526.13, 
making  the  entire  debt  of  the  company  $30,801,625.13. 

Stock  of  the  Sioux  City  and  Pacific  Sailroad  Company  to  the  amoant 
of  $4,478,500  has  been  subscribed,  of  which  $1,791,400  has  been  paid. 
The  receipts  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  from  transpiMrtation  of 
passengers,  were  $80,779.39;  of  freight,  $200,987.30;  from  express, 
$2,657.83,  and  from  miscellaneous  sources,  $8,06^.62 ;  total,  $292,489.14. 
The  expenses  of  the  road  and  fixtures  during  said  year  were  $264^94.83, 
leaving  net  earnings  j(28,284.31.  The  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  com- 
pany  is  $3,256,320,  of  which  $1,628,320  is  due  to  the  United  States. 
The  floating  debt  is  $70,395.78. 

Stock  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  <rf  California  to  the 
amount  of  $28,585,300  has  been  subscribed,  of  which  $27,227,200  has 
been  paid.  The  amount  received  from  transportation  of  passengers  in 
the  year  ending  June  30,1876,  was $949,945.42;  of  fireight, $1,186,673.30; 
total,  $2,136,618.72.  The  expenses  of  the  road  and  fixtures  for  said 
year  were  $1,140,329.63,  leaving  net  earnings  $996,289.09.  The  bonded 
indebtedness  of  the  company  is  $19,984,000^ 

On  the  16th  June  last  you  accepted  the  seventh  section  (of  20  miles 
each)  of  the  main  line  of  this  road,  and,  on  the  2l8t  July  last^  the  third 
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section  (of  50  miles  each)  of  its  branch  line,  anthorized  by  ibe  twen^- 
third  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1871. 

The  Northern  Pacific  Baiboad  Company  has  been  re^rganizedi  and 
provision  made  for  the  conversion  of  the  outstanding  bonds  of  the  com* 
pany  into  <^  preferred  stocki"  and  of  its  stock  into  </  common  stock.'' 
Tip  to  Jnne  30,  187C,  of  preferred  stock  there  had  been  issaed  to 
bondholders,  -who  had  surrendered  their  bonds  for  conversion,  333^469 
shares,  of  (100  each,  and  scrip  for  fractions  of  shares  amoanting  to 
9198,234.    No  <'  common  stock''  has  yet  been  issued. 

The  amount  received  from  transportation  of  passengers  for  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1876,  was  $193,923.77;  of  freight,  (424,D6L96;  fhn 
miscellaneous  sources,  (75,946.46;  total,  (693,932.19.  The  operattng 
expenses  for  the  year  were  $491,869.88 ;  leaving  net  earnings,  (2Q2,062.3L 

The  company  reports  itself  free  from  debt,  both  bond  and  floating; 

Stock  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  to  the  amoant 
of  $19,760,300  has  been  subscribed  and  paid.    The  receipts  from 
portation  of  passengers  for  the  year  ending   Jane  30,  1876, 
$338,674.06;  of  freight,  $1,006,506.32;  total,  $1,345,180.38. 

The  operating  expenses  for  said  year  were  $719,614.52,  leavmg  net 
earnings  $625,565.86.  The  entire  cost  of  the  road  and  fixtures  has  been 
$37,368,789.64.    The  total  indebtedness  of  the  company  is  $17,348,400. 

On  the  9th  February  last  yon  accepted  twenty  miles  of  the  road  con- 
structed by  the  Oalifomia  and  Oregon  Bailroad  Oompany,  (now  by  oon- 
solidation  part  of  the  Central  Pacific  Bailroad  Company  of  California^) 
extending  from  near  Vina  to  near  Bed  Bluf^  Cal. 

On  the  23d  June  last  I  accepted  a  section  of  the  Oregon  Central  Bafl- 
road,  extending  from  the  20th  mile-post  to  the  Yamhill  Biver,  a  distance 
of  27j^  miles. 

Stock  of  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Bailway  Company  to  the  amount  of 
$50,000,000  is  authorized  by  law,  of  which  $6,073,000  has  been  issued. 
The  receipts  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  were,  ftom  transporta- 
tion of  passengers,  $402,518.65 ;  of  fireight,  $1,137,900.17 ;  firom  ex- 
press service,  $12,592.99 ;  mail,  $30,794.74 ;  telegraph,  $8,491.11 ;  total, 
$1,595,156.10.  The  expenses  for  said  year  were,  for  conducting  trans- 
portation, $308,011.33;  motive-power,  $231,015^^8;  maintenance  of 
way,  $219,085.65 ;  maintenance  of  cars,  $91,259.11 ;  general  expenses, 
$45,323.17;  total,  $894,694.44;  leaving  net  earnings,  $700,461.66.  The 
enture  indebtedness  of  the  company  is  $18,127,427.81. 

Denver  Pacific  Bailroad  stock  to  the  amount  of  $4,000,000  has  been 
subscribed  and  paid,  being  the  total  amount  authorized  by  law.  The 
receipts  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  were,  from  transportation  of 
passengers,  $167,812.78;  of  freight^  $139,343.98;  miscellaneous  earn- 
ings, $6,392.99;  total,  $313,549.75.  Expenses  for  said  year  wei^ 
$129,848.87,  leaving  net  earnings,  $183,700.88.  The  cost  of  construe- 
tion  and  equipment  of  the  road  has  been  $6,495,350.  The  Indebtedness 
of  the  company  is  $2,524,091.73. 
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PATBHT-OFPIOB. 

The  -work  of  the  Patent-Office  shows  a  gratifying  increase  in  receipts 
and  a  decrease  in  expenditures,  with  a  slight  increase  in  the  amount  of 
labor  performed.  • 

From  October  1, 1875,  to  September  30, 1876,  the  total  receipts  firom 
all  sources  were  $787,686.76,  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of 
$66,300.88.  During  the  same  period  the  expenditures  were  $661,637.76, 
or  $47,236.69  less  than  those  for  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  ap- 
plications for  patents  was  22,408,  an  increase  over  the  former  year  of 
919.  The  number  of  patents  issued,  including  re-issues  and  designs,  was 
15,911,  an  increase  over  former  year  of  1,681.  Duriug  the  year  two 
applications  were  filed  for  the  extension  of  patents,  and  two  were  ex 
tended ;  2,943  caveats  were  filed ;  3,613  patents  were  allowed  but  not 
issued  because  of  £eulure  to  pay  the  final  flee ;  1,037  applications  were 
received  for  registration  of  trade^marks,  and  1,029  trade-marks  were 
registered ;  644  applications  were  filed  for  registering  of  labels,  and  499 
labels  were  registered. 

The  work  performed  by  the  Patent-Office  is  highly  satisfactory,  and 
is  due  largely  to  the  excellent  clerical  force  employed,  and  to  the  fidelity 
of  those  officials  charged  with  the  supervision  of  its  responsible  duties. 

As  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  is  required  to  make  an  annual  report 
to  Congress  of  the  operations  of  his  office,  the  brief  abstract  of  the  work 
of  the  year  as  above  presented  is  deemed  sufficient  in  this  connection 
to  show  the  condition  of  this  important  branch  of  the  service. 

PENSIONS. 

The  pension-roll  has  been  diminished  daring  the  year  by  a  greater 
number  than  during  any  year  since  1873,  when  the  maximum  was 
reached;  the  number  of  pensioners  on  the  30th  of  June,  1876,  being  2,684 
more  thian  at  the  dose  of  the  last  fiscal  year.  The  number  of  invalid 
pensioners  on  the  30th  of  June,  1876,  was  greater  by  2,919  than  at  the 
close  of  the  same  month  in  the  preceding  year,  while  the  roll  of  widows, 
dependent  relatives,  and  survivors  and  widows  of  those  who  served  in 
the  war  of  1812,  contained  5,603  names  less  than  it  did  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1876.  In  consequence  of  the  large  number  of  minors'  pensionB 
that  will  expire,  and  from  other  causes,  it  is  anticipated  that  during  the 
present  year  a  still  greater  diminution  will  occur  in  this  class  of  pen- 
sioners, while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  the  num- 
ber of  invalid  claims  allowed  will  exceed  the  number  disposed  of  dur- 
ing any  year  since  1871.  This  presumption  arises  from  the  fiict  that 
the  number  of  invalid  claims  filed  during  the  last  fiscal  year  far  exceeds 
that  of  any  year  since  1866. 

The  whole  number  of  names  borne  upon  the  pension-roll  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1876,  was  232,137.  Of  this  number,  110,033  were  pensioned  as 
invalids,  and  102,911  as  widows  and  dependent  relatives;  19,193  were 
pensioners  of  the  war  of  1812,  14,206  of  whom  were  survivors,,  aud 
4,987  widows.    There  remained  on  the  roll  6  widows  of  those  who 
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served  iu  tlie  war  of  the  Jiovolntion  who  were  marrietl  prior  to  Jaiioaiy 
1,  1800,  aud  314  who  mai'ried  snliscqacut  to  that  date. 

During  tlie  last  fiscal  year  tlie  following  amounts  wore  paid  for 
pensioDs:  To  Army  invalids,  dll^SUl.OSl.Cd;  to  A^my  widows,  &C-, 
414,456,280.76;  to  Navy  invalids,  8l82,7S8.06j  to  X»vy  vtdoWB,  &c., 
$313,682.15 ;  to  snrvivors  of  the  war  of  1812,  *I,089,037.18 ;  to  widowi 
of  those  who  served  in  said  war,  $445,77:^.95;  making  a  total  m 
of  $28,351,599.09,  which  iucludescostof  disbursement,  aud  ts$l,33I,5II 
less  than  was  expended  for  the  same  parpose  daring  the  prccetliag 

There  were  examined  and  allowed  dnring  the  year  ending  Jnna. 
187G,  10,880  Army  pension -claims,  of  which  5,225  were  for  invalii] 
Aions,  0,828  for  increased  pension  to  invalids,  4,292  for  pension  to  wi 
dependent  relatives,  &c.,  535  for  increased  pension  to  widows,  &c. 
Kavy  pension  claims,  of  which  135  were  for  peusiou  to  invalids,  Sl\ 
increased  pension  to  invalids,  S4  for  pension  to  widows,  30  for  ii 
pension  to  widows,  and  241  (Jaims  for  survivors  and  widows  of 
who  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  73  of  which  were  for  iieosious  to  sar- 
Tivors,  and  10^  to  widows;  malung  in  all  n,'^l  claims  wbicti  were 
examined  and  admitted  during  the  year. 

The  annual  charge  to  the  Government  involved  by  Umj  AllowatMS  irf 
said  claims  is  as  follows :  For  Army  invalids,  $324,407 ;  iocreawd  pen- 
sion to  invalids,  $309,933 ;  widows,  &c.,  9543,350;  inoreasod  peoiuoa to 
widows,  $32,00S ;  for  Navy  invalids,  $14,007 ;  increased  pension  to  in- 
valids,  80^30;  widows,  &c.,  $10,222;  increased  pension  to  widowg, 
$2,576 ;  and  for  survivors  of  the  war  of  1812,  S7,008 ;  and  widows  at 
those  who  served  in  said  war,  $16,128;  mnkiug  au  aggro^t«  aauml 
rate  nf  $1,272,831,  or  $346,335.07  less  than  the  anaaal  vnlae  of  tbc 
olnims  admitted  dnring  the  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1875. 

There  were  on  Gle  on  the  30tb  of  Jnne  last  88,973  nuadjndieiited  pension 
elftims,  54,190  of  which  were  for  invalid  pension,  34,053  tor  peoBioQ  U> 
widows,  &€.,  341  of  snrvivors  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  389  of  widows  of 
tbosewho  served  in  said  war.  At  the  close  of  the  yearendlng  JontSO, 
1875,  tlipre  were  on  file  71,509  nnadjndicated  pension  c]aiin!<,or  17,401  lesi 
than  at  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year.  There  were  received  daring  tlie 
year  42,877  claims  for  pension,  while  dnring  the  same  time  17,4JI1  dainti 
were  admitted  and  10,132  rejected  ;  making  iu  all  37,583  clatmadtspoenl 
of,  or  ahont  04  per  cent,  of  the  number  filed.  The  claims  for  Invalid 
pensions  died  during  the  year  were  abont  50  per  cent  greater  in  nnm- 
bor  than  those  liled  during  the  preceding  year,  and  exceeded  largelj 
the  number  received  during"  any  year  since  1860.  The  olBco  lias  been 
greatly  embarrassed  in  its  labors  by  the  delay  in  obtaining  answers  to 
calls  ui>on  till)  StirgGon -General  for  the  medical  history  of  elalinanU 
during  their  military  or  naval  service,  without  which  it  is  impossible, 
with  few  exceptions,  to  properly  adjudicate  their  claims.  There  are  sC 
present  13,000  unanswered  calls  upon  the  Snrgeou-General  for  tlie  bo»- 
pitnl-record  of  claimants,  and,  in  consequence  of  the  pauci^  of 
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his  ofSoe^  this  nomber  is  being  constantly  augmented  instead  of  dimin 
ished. 

Daring  the  year,  852  applications  for  bounty-land  were  received ;  124 
warrants  were  issued,  aggregating  16,760  acres  of  land,  which  was 
44,800  less  than  the  number  of  acres  issued  for  the  preceding  year ;  351 
applications  were  r^ected,  98  of  which  were  without  title,  and  the  re- 
mainder, 253,  were  denied  on  account  of  warrants  having  been  pre- 
viously issued  for  the  same  service. 

The  number  of  cases  investigated  by  special  agents  of  the  <^oe  was 
2,633,  and  the  amount  of  money  thereby  saved  to  the  Government  was 
$136,981.54,  or  over  three  times  the  cost  of  investigation.  Twenty* 
seven  persons  have  been  prosecuted  for  violations  of  the  pension  laws; 
17  were  convicted,  12  ot  whom  are  awaiting  sentence ;  6  were  aoqnitted, 
and  in  4  esses  a  nolle  proiequi  was  entered.  Forty  cases  are  still  in  the 
hands  of  various  United  States  attorneys,  undisposed  of  and  awaiting 
action. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  sum  of  $28,633,000  will  be  necessary  for  the 
pension-service  daring  the  ^ismng  fiscal  year. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  referred  to  the  unsuitableness  of  the  Seaton 
building  for  the  use  of  the  Pension  OfBce,  and  to  its  inseouiity  as  a 
place  of  deposit  for  the  valuable  records  and  files  of  the  office.  My  im- 
mediate predecessor  had  embodied  like  views  in  his  annual  reports,  and 
on  several  occasions  the  attention  of  Congress  had  been  called  to  the 
necessity  of  making  some  provision  f6r  tiie  better  protection  of  the  vain* 
able  papers  bdonging  to  the  Pension  Office  and  for  the  personal  safety 
of  those  engaged  in  the  public  service. 

Oongress,  at  its  last  session,  recognized  the  necessity  of  afbrding  the 
Security  adced  for,  and  authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  pro- 
cure a  fire-proof  building  of  suitable  accommodations,  provided  the 
same  could  be  rented  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  amount  appropriated 
for  the  rent  of  the  buildings  occui»ed  by  the  Pension  Office  and  Bureau 
of  Education,  to  wit,  $14,000«  It  was  further  provided  in  the  same  act, 
August  15, 1876,  that  ^  Uie  lease  of  the  present  buildings  shall  be  con- 
tinned  if  the  said  buildings  shall  be  made  fire^proof  by  the  owners 
thereof,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  Secretary,  within  six  months  from 
the  passage  of  this  act,  without  disturbing  the  use  of  the  said  building.'' 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act  I  requested  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions  to  have  a  thorough  survey  made  of  the  buildings,  to  de- 
termine whether  the  conditions  on  which  the  lease  was  to  be  continued  were 
possible,  and  to  report  the  result  to  the  Department.  The  Commissioner 
called  in  the  services  of  a  competent  architect,  and  a  thorough  exami- 
nation was  made.  The  result  of  this  examination,  as  embodied  in  a  re- 
port made  to  me,  was,  that  the  baildings  could  be  made  fixe-proof  only 
by  a  complete  rebuilding  of  the  (interior  of  the  structures  in  question, 
including  partition- walls,  stairways,  &c.,  and  that  this  could  not  be  done 
without  disturbing  the  use  of  the  buildings,  and  probably  compelling 
iheir  entire  vacation. 
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Witli  this  knowledge  before  me,  and  with  a  sense  of  the  responanrilfty 
resting  upon  me  for  the  care  and  protection  of  life  and  pnblio  property, 
already  too  long  imperiled,  I  caused  a  notice  to  be  served  npon  ihepio^ 
prietors  of  the  Seaton  bnilding  of  intention  to  vacate  on  16th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1876,  and  leased  the  substantial  stmctnre  located  on  the  comer  of 
Twelfth  street  and  Pennsylvania  avenae,  known  as  the  Shepherd 
bnilding,  a  building  of  saperior  accommodations,  and  fire-proof  from  tkt 
cellar  to  the  roof.  The  rent  to  be  paid  is  not  in  excess  of  the  amount 
appropriated,  $14,000,  and  is  designed  to  accommodate  the  Bnreaa  of 
Education  as  soon  as  the  lease  of  the  building  now  occupied  by  tint 
ofiSce  can  be  legally  terminated. 

In  making  this  change,  I  have  endeavored  to  act  in  strict  aoeordanee 
with  the  law,  and  for  the  benefit,  solely,  of  the  public  service. 

In  my  last  report  I  suggested  a  change  in  the  present  cnmbersooie 
system  of  medical  examinations.  The  experience  of  the  past  year  ood- 
firms  the  belief  I  then  entertained,  that  a  simplification  of  the  syst^D 
should  be  made  so  as  to  better  protect  the  interests  of  the  Gtovemmeoty 
and  at  the  same  time  facilitate  the  prompt  settlement  of  deserving 
claims. 

The  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  in  a  supplemental  report,  has  dearly  in* 
dicated  his  views  in  relation  to  the  necessity  which  exists  for  a  departon 
from  the  present  system,  which  requires  the  services  of  upward  of  1|S00 
examining  surgeons.  The  plan  he  proposes  is,  in  brief,  to  divide  the 
conntxy  into  districts  not  exceeding  sixty,  giving  to  each  a  compebeot 
surgeon  and  an  experienced  clerk.  Their  duties  would  be  to  personally 
examine  the  claimants  and  their  witnesses,  and  transmit  the  result  to 
the  Pension-Office,  and  thus  do  away  with  much  of  the  ex-parte  testi* 
mony,  which,  under  the  present  system,  involves  the  necessity  of  ex- 
tended and  uncertain  correspondence. 

The  Commissioner  believes  that  under  the  plan  proposed  the  clerical 
force  of  his  office  could  be  largely  reduced,  and  the  necessity  for  special 
agents  obviated,  and  estimates  that  the  cost  to  the  Government  woold 
be  less  than  at  present,  aside  from  the  security  which  the  system  woold 
afford  against  the  payment  of  fraudulent  claims. 

The  magnitude  of  the  interests  involved  renders  the  subject  one  of 
great  importance,  and  I  earnestly  commend  the  views  of  the  Commis- 
sioner to  the  attention  of  Congress  as  worthy  of  special  consideratioD. 

EDUOATIOK 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Education  for  1870  contains  the 
abstract  of  the  reports  of  the  several  State  and  city  superintendents 
and  other  official  educational  publications,  showing  for  each  State  and 
Territory  the  school-population  and  the  enrollment  and  attendance  in 
the  public  schools,  the  number  of  teachers  in  the  schools,  with  rate  of 
compensation,  the  public-school  income  and  expenditure,  and  the  con* 
stitutional  and  legislative  provisions  in  each  State  touching  public  in- 
struction, with  more  or  less  fall  information  for  each  State  respecting 
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kindergarten  and  other  private  schools ;  alsO|  detailed  statements  for 
each  State  respecting  instmction  in  normal  schools,  academies,  high 
schools,  collegiate  preparatory  schools,  business-colleges,  colleges  for 
women,  scientific  and  agricnltaral  schools,  colleges  and  universities, 
schools  of  theology,  law,  and  medicine,  institations  for  the  deaf  and  dumb 
and  blind,  and  other  special  schools,  together  with  unusually  complete 
tables  of  statistics  of  schools  of  all  classes,  compiled  from  replies  to 
especial  inquiries  addressed  by  the  Commissioner  to  the  several  Stato 
and  city  superintendents  and  to  educational  institutions  throughout 
the  country. 

Much  interesting  information  is  also  given  respecting  the  history  of 
the  administration  of  education,  besides  a  detailed  account  of  the  edu* 
cational  exhibits  made  by  several  of  the  States  and  by  foreign  govern- 
ments at  the  Centennial  International  Exhibition.  An  increased  interest 
in  all  that  pertains  to  the  histoiy  and  present  condition  of  education  in 
this  country  has  everywhere  been  awakened  by  the  centennial  commem- 
oration, and  calls  upon  the  office  for  educational  information  have  been 
greater  than  at  any  former  period,  especially  from  foreign  officials  and 
those  authorized  by  foreign  governments  to  make  reports  upon  education 
in  the  United  States. 

In  the  regular  discharge  of  its  duties,  the  office  has  sent  out  some 
7,500  reports  and  33,000  pamphlets,  published  by  it. 

The  labors  of  the  statistical  division  have  been  greatly  increased 
during  the  year  by  assiduous  efforts  to  present  with  greater  fullness  and 
accuracy  the  statistics  of  the  several  classes  of  institutions  embraced 
in  the  report  as  well  as  by  the  numerous  calls  by  investigators  at  home 
and  abroad  for  statistical  information  respecting  special  classes  of 
schools  or  special  subjects  of  instruction.  The  inquiries  sent  out  by 
the  division  during  the  year  numbered  more  than  7,000,  to  most  of 
which  replies  were  returned.  These  have  been  carefully  collated  and 
the  results  tabulated  for  the  annual  report. 

The  Centennial  brought  a  manifold  tax  upon  the  office.  Inquirers 
turned  to  it  from  all  quarters,  asking  how  an  educational  exhibit  could 
be  made. 

The  office  offered  the  only  national  agency  for  harmonizing  the  di- 
verse plans  of  the  various  systems  and  institutions. 

In  the  furtherance  of  this  object,  experts  were  employed  on  various 
subjects,  and  6ver  80,000  printed  documents  and  letters  were  sent  out, 
in  addition  to  an  extended  correspondence. 

The  special  report  on  public  libraries  in  the  United  States,  which 
was  announced  in  my  last  report  as  in  preparation,  was  completed  in 
October  last,  and  is  now  through  the  press.  The  report  traces  the  his- 
tory and  development  of  the  several  classes  of  public  and  semi-public 
libraries  in  the  country,  and  presents  important  contributions  by  prom- 
inent librarians  and  experts  on  the  leading  questions  connected  with 
library  economy  and  management,  besides  detailed  statistics  of  nearly 
3,700  public  libraries,  containing,  in  the  aggregate,  12,276,964  volumes. 
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Cousiderablo  space  ia  given  to  an  aocoant  of  the  libraries  of  the  Gen- 
eral Gorerament  and  of  the  past  and  present  relations  of  the  General 
Government  to  the  State,  territorial,  and  other  pablio  libraries  of  the 
country,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  aggregate  Government  expend* 
iture  for  libraries  and  snndry  publications  fipom  1800  to  1874,  and  an 
historical  outline  of  the  laws  and  regulations  respecting  the  distriba* 
tion  and  exchange  of  public  documents,  copyrights,  duties  on  imported 
books,  &c« 

Notwithstanding  the  liberal  provisions  of  the  Government  in  respeet 
to  furnishing  its  publications  to  public  libraries,  it  appears  that  tbete  la 
not  at  present  in  any  public  depository  in  the  United  States,  not  even 
at  the  National  Library,  a  complete  series  of  Government  pnbhcatioiifl. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  specific  information  presented  in  the  report  respect' 
ing  the  method  of  obtaining  these  important  publications  will  lead  to  a 
more  systematic  collection  and  carefhl  preservation  of  them  by  the  lead- 
ing libraries  of  the  oountiy. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  in  the  preparation  of  this  report  the  olBce  has 
received  the  cordial  co-operation  of  librarians,  college  professors,  oA- 
oers  of  historical,  scientific,  and  other  learned  societies,  sohool  offlcialS| 
and  others  interested  in  enhancing  the  usefulness  of  existing  Ubraries 
or  in  establishing  these  important  means  of  education  and  cnltnre  in 
communities  now  destitute  of  them. 

The  other  special  reports,  including  that  on  drawing  and  art  educa- 
tion, that  on  colleges,  on  medical  instruction,  academies,  and  the  growth 
of  text-books,  and  that  on  the  illiteracy  of  the  country  as  reported  in  the 
several  censuses,  have  been  pushed  forward  as  fiist  as  means  win  per- 
mit. 

Several  foreign  governments  are  offering  to  the  United  States  the 
articles  composing  their  educational  exhibits  at  Philadelphia  for  a  Na- 
tional Bducational  Museum.  The  Oommissioner  hopes  that  it  may  be 
the  occasion  when  this  great  desideratum  in  Americap  education  can  be 
supplied. 

In  view  of  the  embarrassed  condition  of  large  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, he  earnestly  renews  his  recommendations  that  some  way  be  devised 
by  the  General  Government  to  make  available  for  immediate  educational 
purposes  at  least  a  portion  of  the  income  firom  the  sale  of  public  lands, 
and  the  devotion  of  the  remainder  to  the  creation  of  a  permanent  educa- 
tional fiind. 

CENSUS  OFFICE. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  work  of  the  Census  Office  has  been 
confined  to  answering  inquiries  relating  to  the  census  of  1870  and  those 
of  previous  years,  and  to  tbe  stating  and  restating,  in  some  instances, 
of  the  accounts  of  the  United  States  marshals  and  assistant  marshals 
connected  with  the  taking  of  the  census,  whose  accounts  have  hitherto 
been  unsettled  or  lost.  This  work,  together  with  the  preservation  and 
classification  of  the  material  collected,  has  been  satisfactorily  performed 
y  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Census  Office. 
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GEOLOGICAL  AIJD  GEOGRAPHICAL  SURVEY. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

The  Dnited  States  Geological  and  Geographical  Survey  of  the  Terri- 
tories, under  the  direction  of  Professor  Hayden,  daring  the  brief  season 
of  1876,  eontinued  its  work  in  Colorado,  completing  the  western  and 
northwestern  portions,  including  aconsiderable  portion  of  Eastern  Utah, 
embracing  an  area  of  aboat  10,000  square  miles. 

The  areas  of  exploration  were  much  fieirther  firom  the  base  of  supplies 
than  heretofore,  being  located  in  the  remote  interior  of  the  continent, 
and  at  times  infested  with  roving  bands  of  hostile  Indians.  On  this 
account  the  diflSculties  were  much  increased,  causing  great  loss  of  time 
in  traveling  to  and  firom  the  fidds  of  labor. 

The  survey  the  present  season  was  divided  into  five  parties,  four  of 
them  for  topographical  and  geological  work,  and  a  fifth  for  making  coU 
lections  in  natural  history. 

The  topographical  as  well  as  the  geological  structure  of  the  areas 
surveyed  the  present  season  was  of  the  highest  interest.  It  has  been 
called  the  plateau  region,  and  all  the  drainage  extends  westward 
into  the  Colorado  River,  and  the  streams,  with  their  numerous  branches, 
have  worn  deep  gorges  or  ca£k>ns  into  the  crust  of  the  earth  four  thou- 
sand feet  or  more  in  d^th.  Continuous  sections  of  strata  were  thus 
exposed  nearly  a  vertical  mile  in  thickness,  rendering  the  geology 
simple  and  expressive. 

Six  sheets  of  the  physical  atlas  have  now  been  completed  in  accord- 
ance with  previous  instructions  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
and  the  engraving  is  neariy  done,  and  that  portion  of  the  physical  atlas 
embracing  Colorado  and  parts  of  the  adjacent  Territories  will  be  ready 
for  distribution  early  in  the  spring.  Each  of  the  sheets  embraces  an 
area  of  over  11,500  square  miles,  with  a  total  area  of  about  70,000 
square  miles.  They  are  prepared  on  a  scale  of  four  miles  to  one  inch, 
with  contours  of  two  hundred  feet,  and  on  thesechartswill  be  represented| 
by  means  of  colors,  the  geological  formations,  as  well  as  a  great  amount 
of  valuable  information  of  a  practical  character  to  the  country  in  regard 
to  the  areas  of  grass,  timber,  and  mineral  lands,  and  all  those  portions 
susceptible  of  cultivation  by  means  of  irrigation.  Much  information 
was  also  secured  in  regard  to  the  ancient  ruins  of  Southern  Colorado, 
I^ew  Mexico,  and  Utah,  and  large  collections  of  minerals,  fossils,  and 
other  specimens  of  natural  history.  None  of  the  parties  were  disturbed 
by  hostile  Indians,  and  the  resulto  of  the  season's  labor  are  very  satis- 
factory. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

The  work  of  the  geographical  and  geological  survey  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  region,  nnder  flie  direction  of  Prof.  J.  W.  Powdl,  dnring  the 
•  past  year,  will,  it  is  believed,  show  practical  and  important  results. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  parties  from  the  field  late  in  the  fall  of  1876 
work  in  the  office  was  promptly  organised  and  pushed  with  all  possible 
vigor  through  the  winter,  spring,  and  early  summer,  until  the  appro- 
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priatioas  for  the  fiflcal  year  of  1876-77  were  available  for  the  oontinna* 
tion  of  field  operations.  Daring  the  time  thus  indicated  a  <<  report  on 
the  geology  of  the  Uinta  Mountains  and  a  region  of  coontry  adjacent 
thereto"  was  completed,  which  was  accompanied  by  an  atlas,  embradng 
a  map  of  the  district,  exhibiting  the  local  distribation  of  geological  for- 
mations; another,  showing,  by  appropriate  colorsi  the  distribatioD  of 
irrigable  lands,  timber-lands,  grass-lands,  and  mineral-landsi  and  fonr 
sheets  devoted  to  the.  proper  exhibit  of  the  stmctoral  geology  of  the 
region. 

In  addition  to  this  work,  the  necessary  oompntations  for  the  con- 
strnction  of  the  maps  of  the  region  previously  surveyed  were  finialied, 
the  projections  made,  and  flie  drawings  completed  ready  for  the  engraver. 
In  the  mean  time  preliminary  maps  of  the  region  were  prepared  and 
photolithographed. 

After  completing  the  report  on  the  Uinta  Mountains  above  mentioned. 
Professor  Powell's  time  was  chiefly  occupied  in  the  study  of  the  ethno- 
graphic and  linguistic  materials  collected  in  previous  years. 

As  soon  as  the  appropriations  for  1876-'77  could  be  used  the  sorvey* 
ing  corps  took  the  field,  and  five  parties  were  organized—one  to  con- 
tinue the  triangulation,  two  topographic  parties,  and  two  geological 
parties.  These  parties  are  still  in  the  field.  The  region  surveyed  dar- 
ing the  present  season  has  been  chiefly  in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  bat  a 
small  part  in  the  northern  part  of  Arizona. 

The  Bocky  Mountain  region  of  the  United  States,  (not  indading 
Alaska,)  or  that  portion  west  of  the  meridian  of  90^  3(K,  was  by  a  fir- 
mer Secretary  of  the  Interior  divided  into  districts  for  surveying  and 
mapping  purposes,  and  these  districts  numbered ;  the  area  of  each  dis- 
trict is  2i  degrees  In  longitude,  and  1|  degrees  in  latitude.  The  region 
of  country  surveyed  by  the  parties  under  the  direction  of  Professor 
Powell  is  embraced  in  districts  numbered  75, 85, 8G,  95, 96, 104,  and  105 ; 
the  first  five  lying  directly  west  of  the  region  in  which  Dr.  Hayden  is 
engaged,  while  districts  104  and  105  lie  iounediately  south  of  the  other 
districts  in  which  he  himself  has  been  at  work.  During  the  earlier  pnrt 
of  his  work,  before  these  districts  were  established  by  this  Departments 
Professor  Powell's  work  extended  in  an  oblique  direction  from  northeast 
to  southwest  along  the  general  course  of  the  Colorado  Biver  throogfa  the 
districts  above  designated,  but  the  work  was  in  such  a  conditicm  that 
no  one  district  was  complete.  During  the  present  season  his  parties 
have  been  engaged  in  extending  the  survey  over  the  nnsurveyed  frac- 
tional districts,  so  that  final  and  complete  maps  of  each  may  be  con- 
structed. 

In  addition  to  the  determination  of  geodetic  positions  and  general 
geogiaphic  features,  the  system  of  classifying  the  lands  inaugarated  in 
former  years  has  been  continued  dnring  the  present;  the  object  of  this 
classification  being  to  determine  the  extent  and  position  of  the  irrigable 
lands,  timber-lands,  grass*lands,  mineral-lands,  and  waste  lands,  the 
hotter  being  composed  of  rugged  mountains  and  desert  pUrins. 
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In  tho  region  embraced  in  this  snrrey  a  very  small  portion  of  the 
eountiy  can  be  redeemed  by  irrigation  for  agricnltnre,  and  no  part  of  it 
can  be  cultivated  t^ithoat  irrigation.  It  appears  from  the  reports  that 
less  than  one  per  cent,  can  thus  be  made  available.  Especial  care  has 
been  given  to  the  determination  of  the  extent  of  such  lands  so  as  to  ex- 
hibit their  position  on  tho  maps. 

Having  in  view  economy  and  convenience  in  the  linear  snrveys  of  this 
district,  the  geodetic  points  of  the  general  geographic  snrvey  under  the 
direction  of  Professor  Powell  have  been  carefully  marked  that  they  may 
hereafter  bo  used  as  datum-points  by  the  officers  of  the  (General  Land- 
Office. 

Extensive  coal-fields  exist  in  the  region  surveyed,  but|  as  in  many 
other  parts  of  the  worU^  these  coal-Qelds  are  of  practical  value  at  com- 
paratively few  places.  The  general  characteristics  of  these  coal-fields 
have  been  the  subject  of  much  investigation,  and  some  very  interesting 
and  valuable  results  have  been  reached.  These  will  appear  in  the  final 
reports.  The  quantity  of  available  coal  ia  practically  inexhaustible,  and 
the  mines  that  can  be  economically  worked  are  of  great  number. 

In  the  Uinta  Mountains  silver  and  copper  mines  have  been  discovered 
and  worked  by  private  parties.  The  extent  of  these  silver  and  copper 
bearing  rocks  has  been  determined,  but  their  value  can  be  estabilished 
only  by  extensive  working. 

Under  instructions  from  this  Department,  Professor  Powell  and  his 
parties  have  also  been  engaged  in  general  ethnographic  work  in  the 
Bocky  Mountain  region.  One  of  the  special  items  in  these  instructions 
was  Uie  classification  of  the  Indian  tribes,  such  classification  being  not 
only  of  scientific  interest  but  of  importance  in  the  administration  of 
Indian  afEairs.  For  the  eastern  portion  of  the  United  States  this  work 
had  been  accomplished,  first  by  the  unofficial  labors  of  Hon.  Albert 
Gallatin,  and  subsequently  continued  by  Hon.  Henry  B.  Schoolcraft 
as  an  of^cer  of  the  Government;  and  some  additions  had  been  made  to 
this  work  by  various  persons  for  scientific  purposes.  This  work  has 
been  renewed  by  Professor  Powell,  and  has  been  pushed  with  all  the 
energy  possible  with  the  funds  at  his  command,  and  a  large  amount  of 
material  has  been  collected  by  himself  and  by  members  of  his  corps 
and  by  residents  in  and  travelers  through  the  country.  In  addition  to 
this,  a  large  amount  has  been  collected  by  tho  Smithsonian  Institution 
through  various  channels— materials  as  yet  unpublished.  The  officers 
of  that  Institution  have  placed  all  this  matter  in  the  hands  of  Professor 
Powell,  to  be  combined  with  his  own  collections.  Tho  first  volume  of 
the  reports  on  this  subject  will  soon  be  issued.  It  treats  of  the  tribes 
of  Alaska,  the  western  half  of  Washington,  and  Northwestern  Oregon, 
and  ia  accompanied  by  maps  exhibiting  the  geographic  distribution  of 
the  tribes  of  these  regions.  A  second  volume,  on  the  tribes  of  Oalifomia. 
has  also  been  sent  to  the  Government  Printer,  which  will  be  succeedcc 
by  others  as  rapidly  as  they  can  be  prepared. 
41  Ab 
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BENEVOLENT  INSTITUTIONS. 

ASYLUM  FOB  THE  INSANE. 

Dohug  tho  year  euding  Jane  30, 1876,  031  patients  were  aader  treat- 
moDt  ia  the  Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  being  an  inciea^e 
over  the  previous  year  of  10.  Of  this  number  84  were  discharged  re- 
covered, 3G  improved,  1  unimproved,  and  66  died,  making  a  total  by 
discharge  and  death  of  187.  Of  this  number  142  were  male^  and  4o 
females.  The  total  number  remaining  in  hospital  June  30, 1876,  was 
744:  576  males  and  168  females. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year  ending  Jane  30, 
1876,  was  213 ;  166  were  males  and  47  females;  81  were  from  the  Army, 
14  from  the  Navy,  and  118  from  civil  life.  There  were  10  re*admis6ions 
and  one  transfer  from  the  private  to  the  indigent  list  during  the  year. 
Of  the  744  patients  under  treatment  on  the  30th  of  Jane,  1876, 400  were 
from  the  Army,  40  from  the  Navy,  and  205  from  civil  life. 

The  recoveries  during  the  year  were  70—  per  cent,  of  the  diseharges — 
45  per  cent,  of  the  discharges  and  deaths  together,  30+  per  cent  of  tho 
admissions,  and  0+  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  under  treatment. 
The  death-rate  of  males  was  67— ;  of  females,  84+  j  and  the  average 
of  both  sexes  70—  in  a  thousand.  The  general  health  of  the  iustita- 
tion  has  been  good,  and  no  disease  of  a  hospital  or  local  origin  has  ex- 
isted. Although  the  wards  of  the  hospital  are  crowded  beyond  their 
intended  limits,  care  has  been  taken  to  secure  ample  ventilation,  and  to 
this,  together  with  good  management  in  the  treatment  of  patients,  the 
satisfactory  sanitary  condition  of  the  hospital  may  be  attributed. 

Since  January,  1855,  when  the  hospital  was  opened,  to  June  30, 1876, 
4,104  cases  have  been  treated.  Of  this  number  83  were  re-admissions, 
making  the  total  number  of  persons  treated  4,021. 

Tho  board  of  visitors  report  the  resumption  of  chapel-services,  which 
were  temporarily  suspended  last  year  on  account  of  repairs,  and  the 
introduction  of  more  interesting  and  useful  week-day  evening-enter* 
tainments  for  the  benefit  of  the  household. 

The  whole  number  of  pay -patients  treated  during  the  year  was  54« 
33  being  males  and  21  females.  The  number  remaining  June  30, 1S7G, 
was  20 :  17  males  and  12  females. 

The  wholesale  market* value  of  the  products  of  the  farm  and  garden 
during  the  season  of  1875,  as  estimated  by  a  practical  gardener  and  dair>'- 
man,  was  $23,502.82.  The  hay,  corn,  rye,  mangel-warzel,  grass,  and 
other  forage-crops,  amounting  to  $6,750.50  in  estimated  market-value, 
are  not  included  in  valuing  the  products  of  the  year,  having  been  cred- 
ited to  the  farm  in  milk,  meats,  and  the  keeping  of  horses  for  h(»pita! 
uses. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  live  stock,  farm  and  garden  iminements, 
and  other  personal  property  of  the  hospital  used  mostly  for  agricul- 
tural purposes  on  the  30th  of  June,  1876,  was  $20,003.84. 
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Tlie  ezpenditnies  Ibr  the  sapport  of  the  hospital,  inolading  needful 
repairs  and  improvements,  amounted  to  $167,773*42.  The  receipts  dnr- 
ing  the  year  were : 

From  Treasurer  of  the  United  States $150, 171  00 

From  private  patients  for  board,  &c 11, 348  45 

From  sundry  receipts,  including  sale  of  pigs,  hides,  rags, 
&Q i 6,257  70 

167, 777  21 

Of  the  $28,748  appropriated  at  the  second  session  of  the  Forty-third 
Congress  for  general  repairs  and  improvements  all  but  $3,960  have  been 
expended  as  originally  designed.  This  latter  sum,  intended  for  bring- 
ing the  water  across  the  river,  was  found  to  be  insufficient  for  the  pur- 
chase and  laying  of  pipe  of  proper  size,  and  was  therefore  not  drawn 
fix>m  the  Treasury.  In  addition  to  the  reservoir,  pump-house,  and  other 
improvements  connected  with  the  water-supply,  an  extensive  filter  has 
been  constructed  and  the  pumpingreservoir  filled  from  the  river.  The 
board  of  visitors,  in  their  report,  in  referring  to  these  improvements, 
say: 

The  institution  possesses,  in  duplicatej  the  most  substantial,  durable,  and  coliable 
facilities  for  raising  to  the  tanks  in  the  attics  of  the  main  edifice  an  ample  supply  of 
pore  water,  that  is  essential  to  the  economies,  health,  and  salbty  of  every  hour  of  hos- 
pital li&. 

The  board  of  visitors  submit  the  following  estimates  fur  the  year 
ending  Jane  30, 1877: 

For  the  sapport,  olotbhig,  and  medical  and  moral  treatment  of  the 
insane  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  Marine  Oorps,  and  Bevenne-Outter  Serv- 
ice, and  of  all  persons  who  have  become  insane  since  their  entrance 
into  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  and  who  are 
indigents,  and  of  the  indigent  insane  of  the  District  of  Ck)lnmbia,  in 
the  Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  one  hundred  and  sixty  thon- 
sand  four  hnndred  and  twenty-six  dollars,  ($160,426.)  This  estimate  is 
based  upon  the  support  of  710  non-paying  patients,  or  an  estimated 
average  cost  per  woek  of  each  patient  of  $4«S3^. 

If  the  xoquiremeuts  of  the  last  appropriation  act,  that  ^'  one-half  of 
the  expense  of  the  indigent  persons  who  may  be  hereafter  admitted  from 
the  District  of  Golnmbia  shall  be  paid  from  the  treasury  of  said  Dis- 
trict," shall  be  continued,  it  is  estimated  that  at  least  $5,813  will  be 
derived  from  this  source,  leaving  the  amount  necessary  to  be  appro- 
priated by  Congress  $151^83. 

For  enlarging  and  improving  the  gas*works,  slaughter-house,  drain- 
age, and  laundry  of  the  hospital,  and  for  the  erection,  furnishing,  and 
fitting  up  of  an  enlarged  and  improved  bake-house  and  oven,  including 
store-room  for  flour  and  lodging  for  bakers,  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
($16,000.) 

For  general  repairs  and  improvements,  ten  thousand ^pUorS)  ($10,000.) 
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ff' 


'omplotion  of  the  work  on  the  erection,  fnrnishing,  and  fitting 
''^)nildings  of  the  institnlion  in  accordance  with  plans  hereto- 
*tted  to  Congress,  $09,524.63. 

inclosnre,  improvementi  and  care  of  the  grounds  of  the  insti- 
0,000. 

ird  of  diix^ctors  present  in  their  report  certain  \;alaable  sng- 

in  relation  to  the  higher  education  of  the  deaf  and  dnmb  of  the 

states,  and  the  propriety  of  inviting  the  States  to  ipake  provis- 

the  support  of  stndents  here.    Under  its  present  management 

'""*•"  .  itntion  has  demonstrated  the  feasibility  of  imparting  a  collegiate 

" '  '' *^ /'/•' .r.i>xi  to  certain  of  the  deaf  and  dnmb  of  the  country,  and  this 


* 


'  1. 


" /"  "'.^.i^.sncourage  the  belief  that  a  greater  degree  of  usefulness  would 
"*  "  <>  u'.  m:  nable  if  the  facilities  afforded  were  enjoyed  by  the  more  profl- 
'  long  the  deaf  and  dumb  of  the  several  States  who  are  now  shut 

'  '  /•'  ua  >i-^use  of  the  inability  on  the  part  of  the  institution  to  support 
''"  <"':/<'.  Me  ^^  board  suggests  that  the  subject  of  State  support  to  worthy 
'  "^  Jhfz*^  ^^  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  governors  of  the  several 
'  /  •c'/m:  ^^  ^^^  formal  manner,  so  that  the  ne^ssary  steps  m^y  b^  t^^en 
,  yjsfcgj^re  the  requisite  legislation. 


"■u: 


^ >w  i vtM- .t-  PBESDttBM'S  HOSPITJkL.    * 

k  '  Mz^^'^^  ^^^  *^^^^  ending  June  30, 1876,  696  persons  were  treated  iu 

Imen's  Hospital,  of  which  number  331  were  admitted  during  the 

'"'  ^  ^  of  this  number  203  were  males  and  113  females.    During  the 

'  ''^  ^  7  males  were  bom  in  the  hospital  and  18  females.    Of  the  total 

^er  of  patients,  214  were  discharged  as  cured,  30  as  relieved,  and  89 

""  ^^' .  total  discharged  and  died,  333.    Bemaining  in  hospital  Jpne 

*  *'=»*.87C,263. 

''^  ^'i  the  dispensary  attached  to  the  hospital  1,460  patients  h$tve  been 
^  bribed  for  and  furnished  with  medidne. 

- '  ^he  orphan  asylum,  containing  about  110  children  and  attendants, 
.  been  furnished  with  medicines  and  medical  attendance  dnQpg  l;he 
'  ur,  and  subsistence  has  been  furnished  to  25  of  these  prpbap^, 

COLTJMBU  HOSPITAL  FOE  WOMEN. 

• 

Daring  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876, 330  patients  were  under  treat- 

ent  in  the  Columbia  Hospital  for  Women  and  Lying-in  Asylum ;  222 

•ere  admitted  during  the  year.    There  were  SO  births  during  the  same 

ime.    There  were  131  cases  cured ;  59  relieved ;  2  died ;  18  incurable ; 

sent  to  other  institutions,  and  21  cases  the  results  of  which  are 

inknown. 

The  character  of  cases  treated  and  the  nature  of  operations  performed 
embrace  all  the  variety  of  diseases  to  which  women  are  peculiarly  liable, 
and  for  the  treatment  of  which  this  institution  was  established* 

The  general  health  of  the  hospital  has  been  remarkably  good,  not  a 
sipjgle  death  occurring  among  the  patients  admitted  during  the  year. 


646     REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETABT  OF  THE  INTBRIOB. 

Tho  two  deaths  reported  were  cases  admitted  daring  the  preoediag  je*r 
Tliesc  pleasing  results  are  dae  to  the  excellent  management  of  the  iA>r. 
tution  and  tho  wise  sanitary  measures  adopted. 

PROVIDENCE  HOSPITAL. 

Congress  having  appropriated  $15,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  nugl: 
bo  necessary,  for  ^<the  oare,  support,  and  medical  treatment  of  7: 
transient  paupers,  medical  and  surgical  patients,  in  some  proper  meJ 
ical  institution  in  the  city  of  Washington  or  in  the  District  of  Goloc: 
bia,  under  a  contract  to  be  formed  with  such  institution,  a  c»ntrdc: 
for  this  purpose  was  entered  into  with  the  sister  superior  of  Providencr 
Hospital  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 187G. 

On  the  Ist  of  July,  1875, 117.  patients,  admitted  under  a  previous 
contract,  remained  in  the  hospital.  During  the  year  661  patients  wer<: 
admitted,  of  which  number  440  were  males  and  112  females.  DoriDg 
the  year  539  were  discharged  and  49  died.  The  total  number  treated 
was  078 ;  538  being  males  and  140  females.  The  number  remainiof  u. 
the  hospital  July  1, 187C,  was  00 ;  CO  males  and  21  females. 

Under  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  31, 187C,  like  provisions  were 
made  for  the  medical  treatment  of  transient  paupers  in  Providcnor 
Hospital,  and  the  direction  of  the  same  transferred  to  the  Surgeon- 
General  of  tho  Army. 

CAPITOL  EXTENSION. 

The  architect  reports  that  the  Capitol  Building  has  been  kept  in  good 
repair,  and  many  improvements  made  to  it  during  the  past  year.  These 
improvements  have  been  of  a  substantial  character,  and  include  impor- 
tant changes  in  the  method  of  introducing  firesh  air  in  the  halls  of  legis- 
lation. 

He  also  reports  that  the  vases,  the  large  lamps,  and  the  balustrades 
at  the  eastern  grounds  have  been  completed,  and  that  the  western 
grounds  are  now  being  improved  by  planting  and  by  paving  roadways 
and  foot  walks.  He  recommends  su£Qcicnt  appropriation  to  complete 
the  paving  of  the  various  roadways,  foot- walks,  and  for  the  completion 
of  the  fountains.  The  fire  engine-house,  the  construction  of  which  was 
authorized  by  the  act  approved  Juno  23, 1874,  has  been  completed,  and 
is  now  being  used  by  the  District  government 

THE  NEW  JAIL. 

In  the  early  part  of  December,  1875,  the  new  Jail  was  so  far  completed 
as  to  admit  of  its  occupation  by  prisoners.  Since  that  time  the  entirv 
building,  with  a  few  minor  exceptions,  has  been  completed.  The  Super- 
vising Architect  reports  the  heating,  laundry,  and  kitchen  apparatus  in 
excellent  working  condition.  The  sower  has  been  extended  to  tho  river, 
piuch  of  the  work  necessary  for  the  purpose  having  been  performed  by 
the  prisoners,  under  the  sui)enision  of  the  warden. 

The  architect  estimates  the  following  as  necessary  to  complete  the 
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bailding  and  its  sarroandings :  Finishing  inside  of  cupola  and  painting 
ceiling  over  gnard-room,  $1,500;  coal- vaults,  $5,000 ;  stable  and  straw- 
house,  $3,000;  four  hand-power  elevators,  $2,000;  inclosing  wall,  (aboat 
1,900  feet,)  $60,000. 

The  estimate  contemplates  the  employment  of  prison-labor  whereyer 
possible. 

The  architect,  in  closing  his  report  to  the  jail  commissioners,  says : 
^^  The  character  of  the  work  is  excellent,  and  the  building  being  well 
adapted  for  a  penitentiary  as  well  as  a  jail,  I  would  call  attention  to  the 
suggestion  contained  in  the  Supervising  Architect's  report  for  1873,  and 
if  authority  is  obtained  from  Congress  for  converting  it  into  a  peni- 
tentiary, an  appropriation  should  be  asked  for  erecting  the  necessary 

work-shops.'^ 

THE  OEJTTENNIAL  EXHIBIT. 

The  Department,  through  its  several  bureaus  and  offices,  has  been 
well  represented  at  the  International  Exposition  held  at  Philadelphia, 
Pa.  The  collections  furnished  by  the  Patent,  Land,  Indian,  Bdnoa- 
tional,  and  Census  Offices,  together  with  the  offerings  of  the  Geological 
Surveys  under  Messrs.  Hayden  and  Powell,  attracted  marked  attention 
among  the  Government  exhibits,  smd  in  their  arrangement  and  selection 
reflected  credit  on  those  having  them  in  charge.  The  general  manage- 
ment of  the  Department  display  was  under  the  direction  of  Commis- 
sioner John  Eaton,  jr.,  appointed  by  the  President  to  represent  the 
Department  at  the  Centennial,  and  to  his  efforts,  characterized-  by 
en^gy  and  fidelity,  the  success  of  the  Interior  exhibit  is  largely  d09- 

PFBIilC  DOCUMENTS. 

There  were  received  at  the  Department  for  distribution  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  twenty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-four  bound  volumes  and  seventeen  thousand  two  hundred 
and  eighty-five  pamphlets. 

I  am  persuaded  that  the  laws  relating  to  the  publication  and  distii- 
bution  of  public  documents  should  be  carefully  revised  and  simplified* 

In  my  judgment,  provision  should  be  made  for  supplying  gratuitously 
all  the  Important  public  libraries  of  the  country  with  copies  of  every 
valuable  publication  issued  by  the  Government,  while  individuals  should 
be  required  to  pay  cost-price  for  the  same,  exception  being  made  of  per- 
sons in  official  position,  who  should  be  provided  with  such  documents  M 
are  essential  to  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  office. 

The  custody  and  distribution  of  such  documents  should  be  confined 
to  a  single  agency,  so  that  there  might  be  one  source  from  which  the 
publications  of  the  Government,  or  accurate  information  concerning 
them,  could  readily  be  obtained. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  CHANDLER, 

Secretary  of  the  Inieriar. 
The  President. 
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REPORT  OP  COMMISSIONER  OP  GENERAL  LAND  pPPICE. 

DEPABTMENT  op  the  iKTEBIORy 

Oenebal  Land  Office, 
November  1, 1876* 

Sm:  I  liave  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  annual  report  of 
this  oiQce,  showing  the  action  taken  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane 
30, 1876,  under  the  several  laws  relating  to  the  survey  and  disposal  of 
the  public  lands  and  the  condition  of  business  at  the  close  of  said  year. 

By  reference  to  tabular  statement  No.  2,  accompanying  said  report, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  sales  of  public  lands  for  cash  are  somewhat  le&i 
in  amount  than  the  sales  for  the  fiscal  year  next  precedingf  while  the 
number  of  acres  entered  under  the  homestead  and  timber  culture  laws 
is  largdy  in  excess  of  the  number  of  acres  entered  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1875.  The  increase  in  this  class  of  entries  during 
the  past  fiscal  year,  as  compared  with  those  in  1875,  is  062,966.20  acres. 

During  the  fiscal  year  there  were  certified  for  railroad  purposes 
1,001,778.34  acres,  showing  a  decrease  of  2,105,864.80  acres  as  compared 
with  the  amount  certified  in  1875,  and  less  than  the  quantity  certified 
for  similar  purposes  during  any  one  year  since  the  inauguration  of  the 
land  grant  system. 

A  gradual  diminution  may  be  now  looked  for  every  year,  as  each  suc- 
ceeding list  submitted  by  railroad  companies  for  acyustment  requires 
greater  care  in  its  examination  than  the  previous  one,  owing  to  the  ftct 
that  the  tracts  apparently  clear  from  conflict  are  first  listed ;  then  follow 
those  where  the  adverse  claims  are  easily  settled  \  and,  findly,  the  more 
difficult  and  complicated  lists. 

The  total  disposals  of  public  lands,  under  existing  laws,  for  the  pas^t 
fiscal  year  amount  to  6,524,326.36  acres,  less  by  545,944.03  acres  than 
the  disposals  in  1875. 

As  may  be  gathered  from  the  general  views  submitted  in  this  report, 
not  only  the  present  falling  off,  but  a  steady  decrease  in  the  disposition 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  future  may  be  looked  for,  from  the  fact  that 
the  congressional  grants  for  railroads,  wagon  roads,  schools,  and  other 
purposes  of  internal  improvement  are  gradually  being  satisfied ;  and 
although  we  observe  an  increase  for  the  past  year  in  the  entries  of 
public  lands  under  the  homestead  and  timber  culture  laws,  yet  of  neoes- 
siQr  even  this  chias  of  entries  must  diminish,  as,  in  the  locndities  most 
accessible  and  desirable  for  actual  settlement  and  cultivation,  the  lands 
have,  to  a  large  extent,  passed  to  private  ownership,  and  there  remains 
in  all  the  vast  public  domain  but  a  comparatively  small  area  susceptible 
of  cultivation  by  individual  enterprise,  o^ing  to  the  want  of  water. 

punLio  suevbys. 

By  rcferonce  to  tabular  statement  No.  1,  accompanying  this  seport. 
t  will  be  seen  that  up  to  Juno  30, 1876,  the  public  surveys  have  been 
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extended  over  702,050^011.47  acres.  This  includes  not  alone  such  of  tbe 
public  lands  as  arc  and  have  been  subject  to  sale  and  appropriation 
under  existing  laws,  but  also  Indian  and  abandoned  military  reserra- 
tions,  so  far  as  t^ey  have  been  subdivided,  and  private  land  claims. 

Of  the  territoiy  subject  to  the  control  of  the  United  States  at  the 
date  of  the  act  approved  May  18, 1706,  (the  first  act  of  Congress  pro- 
viding for  the'  survey  and  sale  of  the  public  lands  of  the  Unitod  States, 
being  those  northwest  of  the  Ohio  and  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ken- 
tucky Biver,)  and  since  acquired,  that  portion  comprised  within  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissii^i,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  Iowa  has  long  since  been  wholly  sur- 
veyed, and  the  offices  of  the  respective  surveyors  general  dosed.  The 
original  records  of  the  public  surveys  in  each  of  these  States  (except 
Arkansas)  have  been  turned  over  to  the  respective  State  authorities  in 
accordance  with  provisions  of  law^  except  those  of  the  last  named  State, 
(Arl^ansas,)  which,  on  the  closing  of  the  office,  owing  to  their  unfinished 
condition,  were  forwarded  to  the  General  Land  Office^  where  a  portion 
of  them,  still  in  an  unfinished  condition,  yet  remain,  and  the  rest  of 
them  are  in  the  custody  of  the  local  officers  at  Little  Kock,  Ark.  The 
reason  for  this  exceptional  disposition  is  found  in  the  fkct  that  the  State 
had  liot  at  the  date  of  closing  said  office  provided  by  law  for  the  recep- 
tion  and  safe  keeping  of  said  records,  nor  has  such  provision  yet  been 
made.  It  may  safely  be  presumed  that  at  no  distant  day  such  pro- 
visions  will  be  made,  and  it  is  important  that  steps  be  at  once  taken  to 
put  these  records  in  proper  condition  for  delivery  by  the  completion  of 
such  portion  of  them  as  remained  unfinished  at  the  date  of  closing  the 
office.  To  this  end,  an  estimate  of  appnmriation  was  submitted  by  my 
predecessor,  which  it  was  believed  would  cover  the  necessary  expense 
for  the  labor,  but  the  matter  seems  to  have  escaped  the  attention  of 
Oongress,  and  I  now  take  occasion  to  renew  the  recommendation  that 
the  attention  of  that  body  may  be  again  directed  to  the  subiect 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  public  surveys  were  completed  in  the 
State  of  Eomsas,  and  the  original  surveying  archives,  after  being  prop- 
erly  arranged  and  in  a  condition  for  transfer  to  the  State  authorities  as 
the  law  directs,  were  delivered  over  to  said  authorities  by  the  survevor 

Seneral  on  the  dOth  of  June  last,  and  the  office  finally  closed  on  ti^at 
ay,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1876. 
(Stats,  at  L.,  vol.  18,  p.  306.) 

The  public  surveys  during  the  past  fiscal  year  were  extended  over 
20,271,500  acres  of  public  and  Indian  lands,  thereby  exhausting  the 
appropriations  for  that  branch  of  the  public  service  for  that  year,  and 
snowing  a  decrease  of  5,800,025  acres,  as  compared  with  the  number  of 
acres  over  which  the  public  surveys  were  extended  duripg  tbo  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1875. 

Mineral  lands. 

During  the  fiscal  year  last  past  there  were  19,920.70  acres  of  land 
entered  under  the  provisions  of  the  mining  laws,  involving  a  large 
amount  of  clerical  labor  in  the  examination  of  each  claim  and  the 
preparation  of  four  hundred  and  forty-three  (443)  patenfa  cpycrfng  (b^ 
same. 

Lar^s  icest  of  tlie  one  hundredth  meridian. 

By  reference  to  the  annuM  report  of  my  predecessor  for  1875,  on  page 
0, 1  find  that  lie  bas  30  fully  and  CQmpr^bensively  treated  (he  subrject  of 
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tbe  liest  method  for  the  futiiro  dis]mRitioii  of  tUat  vn^*t 
laiitJs  lying  west  of  the  oue  hnuciretilU  nicriOiaii  of  Ion 
tlio  Sierra  Ifuvadii  and  Uascade  rnngo  of  luouutniut*  i: 
necessary  for  mo  to  say  little  more  Uiaii  to  quolo  tin.-  ii' 
report  abovo  montioned : 

The  early  prtuitice  uf  lIis  GovemiuoDt  iiiillcaU'R  tbat  the  pablle  lauda  xreto  U  fi  . 
roKonled  uiii!  aduiiiuBtetMl  solely  Ttilli  ft  vlow  U>  llin  revr.nao  to  be  dcriTnl  from  thms 
Bulc.  Uradaally,  lio\revar,  tliavieiT  vas  ostterUd  tliat  tlia  rbI  profit  to  tli» Tnuaiy 
ami  to  the  people  nt  lur;;!'  n'os  not  to  bo  ft>uu<l  ia  largest  moocutn  in  tho  CMwulRfalM 
paid,  bntratber  in  tbeiiroiliictivnforess  wblcb  gcltlemcntandcnltivatiim  tranM  tM^ 
aaiiiy  htiaf'  lata  play.  This  idesi  bns  been  formulatrd  into  a  polfrv,  uitd  dare  tbeid 
of  iikv  SO,  IdS^,  commonly  koown  aa  tlie  bomcstead  IniT,  bw  uwn  tba  Iruiiat  ]wlipaii 
in  ftlllegiBl alive  and  oieciilivB  nctiou. 

Tbns  far  iu  tbo  adniiiiiHtratiou  of  tbi?  laws  tbo  general  nioiloiik  of  l1i«  nirting  flkj 

is  amply  shoiru.    A  period  bns,  howornr,  now  bwo  iratbi  '  ""'   " -  ■■--    — •-■ 

be  mode. 

Loeialation  and  esecvtiva  prncticc  bave  bemtoforo  bcrti 
tbo  pliyBlcal  mid  olimntio  coudiUoDB  provtuliof;  belwn'i'  • 
Stale  »f  OUio  mid  Uie  central  portions  of  tbe  States  ut~  1   . 
theralleys  of  thoOhio,  tho  Hiss Issippi.  anil  tlieUittH'.': 
the  Ctgblv-Uist  ileoree  to  the  miuety-llfui  degree  of  vi.'-! 
Aed  M  lbe"ferti(B  belt"  of  tbocoDtineQl.    T)  Ibl^  : 
fuatun>,  botli  Uio  esaotioiu  or  tb9  Iiobostc^i''' 
twldofiL'e nnd  cnltivatioiiapoutbotrMtoiit< : 
to  Iw  tukFti  by  DDyonoperaoD,  areof  andoni 
of  this  belt,  or  iu  all  that  Beclioii  lying  Ixl  > 
i-oM  ikiid  Uiu  Caacjule  RaDge  ood  Siena  Ki  ^  :■■ 
tlicii' limits,  Trom  tlie  Ucxioaa  line  on  t^oeonlli  t<.iil< 
nottb,  a  totally  dilTorcDt  set  of  conilitioiiit,  geogTfi]>i<. 
fitiiiid  to  exist.    Withiii  tbia  vast  area  agriculture,  a.-  r 
valley  of  tbe  MiaaiHSlppi  and  to  tbo  eastwanl,  liaa  Tin  f\  -. 
sable  to  pTodaetiun.    Tbat  tbare  are  limated  areiw  ii  ji  I 
oni)  uioy  bo  Hccntvd  ia  tme,  but  Uio  proportion  of  lonil 
nbieb,  nndar  tbi-  iircwut  tyntMu  uf  ili^KMals,  oau  b.v  i : . 
iH  iniigiiiflQuit.    Under  n  system  wblcli  woolil  Jiift.ii  > 
tbeotilitatiouforpurpo'ws  of  irrigation  of  tbewbolu  v^i' 
ItyH  from  tbo  rooiintuiii  «treaius.  bill  a  iiicm  frootion  ol  1 1: 
tllu(tt^  111  fur  tilliuto. 

Leaviiigout  or  view  the  great  iniiicrol  wealth  of  tbe  mgioii  nmier  diaoaadi... 
treating  only  of  Ibiit  portion  of  it  napposed  to  fall  witbin  thn  purview  of  IIm 
tut  tliL'  <li<{ius:.l  iif  till'  pnbtlo  Inuds  not  minttral,  it  ina^'  be  nafoly  allinutJ  thnl. 
ill  I  ' '1<  ys  of  tbo  moantaiu  -' — 


I<"  '<T  tbo  homestead-Uws.    Tbat   i 

%■■■■  ■■■■■\  irbiob  are  made  tn  etsiiil  tn  (ln' 

iiii:i  !■■  "itbuiil  result.    Hnt  ilic  v:i-i  ■ 

ivitL^iLil  \alui-,  ^iriLi  f.ii  u  largo  acreage  pon  li. 
ebtiuld  Imnul  bull /.I'd  iu  .ii^onlanco  witu  tli> 

I  bavn  ndtertrd  lo  the  fact  llial  tbu  Imn,.  . 
jirodnctivo  b.v  rcwrt  tw  irrigation,  aud  tlii:i,  l 
tiroviiled  tac  hf  tbo  occajiaiit«  of  tmcti  limu^.  .^  .  . 
iiomcstMul  AiiiInrc-DniiituMi  laws,    llut  tborois  a  uiii  I 
nttasDiD  tbe  natnml  elements  of  fertility,  vrbicb,  oml. 
would  also  bo  atili:e<l  for  farming  pnrposM.    I  rcfiir  t 
caiime  of  nncb  strcnms  as  boar  a  volume  of  watvr  ]ar;:< 
tbo  nari-ow  niorgiiiH  of  "ilmt  biittom"  along  their  nui 
of  tbu  ireiilral  plntfau.    Kor  tlieir  rocloniation  nsyBfin 
inrolTing  oauolsor  main  ilituboa  of  greia  leogtu  oiil 
OHHOciatcd  oupitaJ  iiinat  bu  culled  iipou  t«fiiruiiib  tbeiiii 
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animolay  aheep,  cattle,  and  bones.  The  paataro^e  of  the  plains  and  mountain  valleys 
is  of  great  excellence.  But  here,  again,  the  conditions  under  which  that  indastry  is 
prosecnted  bear  no  similitude  to  those  under  which  the  same  business  is  conducted 
within  the  '*  fertile  belt,"  and  the  same  incongruity  is  found  in  the  application  of  exist- 
ing public  land  laws,  when  tried  by  the  reasonable  wants  of  those  in  the  stock  business, 
as  nas  been  seen  to  exist  in  the  case  of  the  only  lands  fit  for  general  farming  uses.  The 
quantity  of  land  necessary  to  the  support  of  a  given  number  of  domestic  animals  on 
tne  table-lands  is  very  largely  in  excess  of  that  required  for  the  profitable  pasturage 
of  a  like  number  in  tko  fiiitilo  belt  The  exeelleuce  of  the  pasturage  of  the  plains  and 
Talleys  eonsists  in  the  Unci  that  the  grasses,  though  thin  and  of  slow  growth,  retain  their 
nutritious  qnalities  throughout  the  entire  year,  and  in  the  farther  fact  that,  for  the 
present,  the  range  is  only  Umited  by  the  possibility  of  reaching  suitable  watering 
plocee. 

For  gracing  purposes  the  limitation  of  the  tight  of  purohose  to  one  quarter  aection. 
and  that  under  the  impossible  condition  of  cultivation,  is  to  forbid  the  acquisition  oi 
title  to  pasture  lands  by  citizens  **  careful  of  their  proo&,'^  and  is.  in  effect,  to  withhold 
absolutely  fh)m  sale  that  which,  in  fact,  is  now  the  largest  remaining  class  of  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

From  the  foregoing  redtatlona  it  will  be  perceived  that  I  have  reached  the  ooDdn- 
sion  that  both  public  and  private  interests  denumd  that  that  body  of  surveyed  land 
within  the  "central  plateau,''  so  called,  not  embraced  in  the  first  bottom  of  the  streams, 
and  commonly  known  iu  the  region  where  situated  as  the  mesa  lands,  ought  to  be 
offered  at  the  earliest  possible  &y  for  cash  purohase,  and  thereafter  that  portion 
remaining  unsold  be  subjeet  to  private  entry  at  %iSt5  per  acre.  To  the  extent  to  which 
sales  could  be  made  the  Treasurv  ought  to  be  replenished  from  this  source  Persons 
desiring  to  acquire  title  ought  to  be  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  making  questionable 
affidavits  requisite  under  the  homestead  and  preemption  laws.  Every  hinderance 
to  the  fullest  possible  production  in  this  vsgion  ought  to  In)  removed.  The  mining 
industry  of  the  mountains,  though  in  its  infknoy,  demands  of  food  products  a  large 
share  of  all  tliat  are  raised  within  the  contiguous  country.  Referring  again  to  the 
particular  matter  of  the  pasture  Jands,  the  poHoy  of  such  sale  may  be  urged  as  neces- 
sary to  the  good  order  of  the  communities  where  the  business  is  generally  prosecuted, 
as  weH  as  on  the  ground  of  Justice  to  the  class  engaged  in  the  pasturage  calling.  The 
present  poliCT  compels  them  to  use  tha  pnblio  lands  as  their  feeding  ground,  liAving 
no  better  right  to  their  selected  range  as  against  another  whose  purposes  or  seeming 
convenience  may  lead  to  an  attempted  occupation  of  the  same  grouna  than  they  may 
be  able  to  assert  by  forcible  means.  Conflicts  and  nncertaiuues  necessarily  follow 
upon  this  state  of  things,  to  the  detriment  alike  of  order  and  development.  This 
resnlt  must  be  intensified  as  the  herds  increase  and  desirable  localities  bfuaop 
monopolieed. 

Seeing  no  remedy  for  these  threatening  evils  so  long  as  the  exclusive  policy  of  with- 
holding the  public  lands  from  sale  is  continued,  interested  parties  have  suggested  a 
system  of  leasing  bv  which,  for  a  reasonable  rental,  designated  tracts  might  be  held  in 
individual  control  for  pasturage  purpoaea  only;  sulject,  however,  to  be  defeated  as  to 
any  part  of  the  tract  so  held  by  a  sale  thereof  under  existing  laws.  I  find,  on  exami- 
nation of  the  '*  Crown  lands  occupation  act "  of  New  South  Wales  of  1861,  and  of  the 
"  Crown  lands  alienation  act "  of  1868,  of  the  colony  of  Queensland,  that  a. system  of 
leasing  having  tin  features  above  indicated  is  applied  to  the  pastura^  districts  of  tbeoe 
colonies.  That  snoh  a  system  might  be  advantageously  adopted  within  our  own  graeing 
districts  west  of  the  one  hnndredth  meridian  is  possible.  It  is  not,  however,  in  conso* 
nance  with  the  established  methods  of  our  land  system,  and  would  require  legislation 
to  authorize  it.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  immediate  necessities  of  the  situation  can 
be  better  met  by  an  offering  ot  thia  class  of  lands  at  public  sale.  This  can  be  done  to 
the  extent  that  surveys  have  progressed,  under  the  provisions  of  existing  law. 

I  have  endeavored  generallv  to  Indicate  that  offenogs  of  the  public  lands  west  of  the 
one  hundredth  meridian  would  not  be  inimical  to  the  objects  of  the  prevailing  poli(^ 
wb  ich  has  tended  to  restrict  disposals  to  the  homestead  and  pre-emption  laws.  1%e  facts 
will  Justify  the  declaration  that  the  policy  of  restriction  has  retarded  actual  aettle- 
mont  iu  this  region,  while  the  record  shows  that  in  many  localities  it  has  been  the 
fruitful  source  of  fhiud —fraud  so  gluing  as  to  call  into  exercise  the  powers  of  grand 
Juries — not,  however,  into  successful  or  preventive  exercise.  Prosecutions  for  irregular- 
ities in  obtaining  title  to  thepnblie  lands  find  little  sympathy  among  communities  hin- 
dered in  general  and  individual  progress  by  being  made  subject  to  conditions  inappro- 
priate to  their  sunoandings. 

I  recommend,  therefore,  without  hesitation,  as  a  miAtcr  of  justice,  both  to  tho 
individual  settler  and  the  communities  interested,  as  well  as  in  viow  of  the  amount  to 
be  secured  to  the  Treasury  in  reimbursement  of  tne  largo  sums  expended  for  surveys 
and  the  general  administration  of  the  land  system,  that  the  policy  of  public  oftMnga 
authorized  by  law  be  nsmnedat  as  early  day  as  to  lands  west  of  the  one  hundredth 
meridian  eupabff<Md  In  the  d«ecriptioi|  of  mesa  or  table  lauds. 
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Sacli  a  policy,  if  adopted,  would  meet  with  the  approval  of  western 
settlers  and  capitalists,  as  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  reports  of  the 
surveyors  general  of  Utah  and  Idaho  Territories,  formiug  part  of  this 
annnal  report. 

I  will  add,  that  the  wise  provisions  of  onr  land  laws,  which  give  homes 
to  the  homeless,  are  not  applicable  to  the  lands  in  the  vast  territonr 
named,  and  few,  if  any,  settlers  wonld  be  deprived  of  the  opportnnit  v 
of  acquiring  homes  under  the  homestead  and  pre-emption  laws  if  th^ 
lands  were  brought  into  market  and  sold  at  public  sale. 

The  measure  of  the  water  is  the  measure  of  the  land  for  agricaltonU 
purposes,  and  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  water  whidi  can  be  diverted  from 
the  natural  course  from  the  mountains  to  the  plains,  for  irrigating  pnr> 
poses,  by  individual  enterprise  or  by  small  corporate  capital,  has  be^n 
so  diverted  and  used. 

Large  streams,  such  as  the  Platte,  the  Weber,  the  Bear,  the  Joidan. 
and  the  Humboldt,  may  be  utilized  for  the  irrigation  of  large  tracts  ot 
table  lands  by  corporate  companies  having  large  capital  on^. 

Neither  companies  nor  individuals  will  engage  in  saeh  enterpri.<e> 
until  they  can  procure  titles  to  the  lands  to  l)c  irrigated,  which  thev 
cannot  now  do. 

There  are  tracts  of  table  and  valley  lands  in  many  of  the  Western  Tor 
ritories,  where  the  cost  of  irrigating  a  few  acres  wonld  appxoximaii* 
the  cost  of  irrigating  many  thousands  of  acres,  owing  to  the  fiict  tha: 
the  greater  part  of  the  expense  is  embraced  in  constn^ling  the  dam  and 
cutting  the  canal  from  a  point  far  up  the  caiLoD,  so  as  to  gain  an  eleva- 
tion as  high  as  the  surface  of  the  land  to  be  irrigated. 

It  would  be  of  no  benefit  to  the  settler  to  grant  him  a  homestead  or  a 
pre-emption  right  upon  some  of  these  lands,  which  can  only  be  madr 
useful  for  agriculture  by  the  expenditure  of  sums  of  money  so  large  a  ^ 
to  be  beyond  the  means  of  individual  or  even  the  aggregate  capital  vi 
communities  of  western  settlers. 

I  would  recommend  appropriate  legislation  to  carry  into  effect  the 
views  herein  expressed. 

Pine  and  oilier  timber  lands. 

The  question  of  the  preservation  and  renewal  of  forests  in  Enropo  hus 
engaged  the  attention  and  best  talent  of  the  wisest  scientists  and  great- 
est statesmen,  whose  theories  on  the  climatic  changes  {mHlnoed  by  tb^* 
destruction  and  reuewal  of  forests  have  been  accept^  as  facts,  and 
under  the  enlightened  governments  of  Western  Europe  are  being  prac- 
ticably demonstrated  to  the  great  advantage  of  those  countries  by  the 
restoration  and  preservation  of  their  forests. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  advance  or  maintain  any  theory  of  climatic 
change  arising  from  the  destruction  of  forests,  but  only  to  deal  with  tbi) 
facts  of  the  wicked  and  wanton  waste  of  the  Umber  on  the  publio  lands, 
and  the  consequent  loss  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

A  national  calamity  is  being  rapidly  and  surely  brought  upon  the  conn* 
tiy  by  the  useless  destruction  of  the  forests.  Much  of  this  dcstructioa 
arises  from  the  abuses  of  the  beneficent  laws  for  giving  land  to  the  land- 
less. The  operation  of  these  laws  is  salutary  when  settlements  are  made 
nnd^r  them  upon  lands  fit  for  a  home  and  for  cultivation  by  the  a^- 
culturist ;  but  the  policy,  if  such  it  may  be  called,  of  allowing  the  pine 
lands  to  bo  settled  upon  under  the  pre-emption  and  homestead  laws  is  a 
mistaken  charity,  prolific  of  great  evil.    These  lands,  whether  situaleil 

^  the  Atlantic  or  Gulf  coasts  of  the  South,  the  Lake  Superior  and 
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Upper  Mississippi  rcgious  of  thjp  North,  or  on  tho  mountains  of  tbo  Ter- 
ritories of  the  great  interior  and  the  Pacific  coast,  are  alike  unfit  for  agri- 
cnltnre  and  in  no  manner  meet  the  requirements  of  a  home  and  contin- 
nons  residence  for  the  agriculturist;  they  are  valuable  only  for  the  tim- 
ber gromjig  ni>on  them.  Settlement  upon  these  lands  under  the  home- 
stead and  pre-emption  laws  is  only  a  pretense,  ^hich  enables  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  value  of  the  land  by  cutting  off  the  timber,  and  when  that  is 
done  the  homestead  or  preemption  is  abandoned.  In  all  the  pine  region 
of  Lake  Superior  and  the  Upper  Mississippi,  where  vast  areas  have  been 
settled  under  the  pretense  of  agriculture  under  the  homestead  and  pre- 
cmption  laws,  scarcely  a  vestige  of  agriculture  appears.  The  same  is 
true  on  the  Pacific  coast  and  in  the  mountain  regions  of  Colorado,  Utah, 
Montana,  and  Idaho. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  I  am  not  in  favor  of  allowing  homestead  and 
pre-emption  settlements  upon  the  pine  and  other  timber  lands,  neitlier 
am  I  in  favor  of  permitting  the  location  of  these  lands  by  any  of  the 
various  land  scrip  which  has  been  issued  under  Indian  treaties  or  acts 
of  Congress.  There  remains,  therefore,  tho  more  difficult  task  of  recom- 
njcnding  what  ought  to  be  done  either  to  preserve  tho  forests  from  waste 
and  for  future  use,  or  to  realize  their  value  to  the  Kational  Government 
if  they  must  be  destroyed.  In  every  country  in  Europe  the  greater 
part  of  the  forests  formerly  belonged  to  the  government,  and  largo  rev- 
enues were  derived  from  them.  This  is  still  the  case  in  France  and 
Germany,  and  I  cam  see  no  reason  why  it  ought  not  to  be  so  in  our  coun- 
try. The  timber  on  the  land  remaining  unsold  is  as  much  the  property 
of  the  Government  as  tho  money  in  its  Treasury,  and  far  more  important 
to  its  future  prosperity  and  welfare.  If  this  is  so,  then  why  should  it 
not  be  kept  as  other  Government  property,  or  sold  for  Its  value  as  the 
demands  of  the  country  require  it  1 

In  order  to  accomplish  this,  a  total  change  of  policy  and  of  the  laws  is 
required.  The  law  should  provide  for  the  sale  of  these  lands  only  for 
cash.  Provision  of  law  should  also  be  made  for  the  immediate  sur- 
vey  and  appraisement  of  each  smallest  subdivision.  The  appraisement 
should  be  made  by  exi>erts  and  the  value  based  upon  the  amoant  and 
accessibility  of  the  timber.  Tho  law  should  further  provide  for  absolute 
confiscation  of  all  timber  cut  ux)ou  the  public  lands,  and  a  fine  and  im- 
prisonment of  the  trespassers.  No  compounding  with  the  offenders 
should  be  allowed,  as  is  now  the  custom.  Tho  lands  should  be  subject 
to  private  sale  for  cash  only.  Some  of  these  provisions  would  be  inop- 
erative, if  not  unjust,  until  after  the  lands  are  surveyed,  appraised,  and 
subject  to  sale.  In  most  of  the  mining  districts  the  timber  lands  are 
nnsurveycd,  and  the  timber  necessary  for  mining  purposes  has  of  neces- 
sity to  be  taken  from  the  unsurveyed  Government  lanas.  Expert  agents 
should  be  appointed  in  all  such  districts  to  measure  or  estimate  tlie 
amount  of  timber  taken  and  the  value  of  it,  at  a  reasonable  price  to  be 
fixed,  the  amount  collected  and  paid  into  tho  Treasury. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  expense  and  loss  by  dishonest  officials  would 
exceed  the  revenues  oollectod.  To  this  argument  I  say  ^^No,"  for  tlie 
reason  that  the  value  of  the  timber  on  an  acre  of  good  pine  land  is 
worth  about  $3  per  1,000  feet,  or  about  830  per  acre,  and  for  the  fhrther 
reason  that,  in  my  opinion,  men  may  be  found  for  agents  for  this  service 
who  are  as  honest  as  in  oUier  departments  of  the  Government. 

If  the  pine  lands  were  appraised  at  their  full  value  and  depredations 
prevented,  they  would  sell  as  fhst  as  the  Government  would  desire  to 
see  them  denuded  of  their  forests.  The  timber  would  be  more  carefully 
husbanded  in  tho  hands  of  men  whom  it  had  cost  a  fair  price  than  in  the 
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bands  of  the  lawless  trespasser  or  tbe  bogus  homestoaiTcr  rr- 
It  is  an  aiiomalons  fact  tbat  the  GovernmcDt  is  ^I'' 
alluvial  soil  of  Iowa,  Nebraska,  Kausas,  and  Miati<.- 
who  will  plant  a  few  acres  of  cottoawood  or  other  ini> 
under  the  provisions  of  the  pre-emption  and  homesU;' 
iug  a  license  to  destroy  millions  of  acres  of  pine  forr- 
culable  value,  which  should  bo  preserved  an  a  nat,io:L' 

I  recommend  tbat  the  attention  of  Congress  be  spt^i!.. 
subject,  and  tbat  such  legislation  be  I'cquested  aa  will  uiuLlt:  Lbv  iiCSiM  ■ 
in  regard  to  the  piue  aud  other  timber  lauds  I  have  suggested.  Evo^ 
day  of  delay  will  continue  to  add  largely  to  the  already  enormous  looses 
of  the  Qovernment. 

COnSOLIDATIOK  OF  IHE  I'nEEJIPXION  AND  UOUESTKAU   LAWS. 

This  office  baa  for  several  years  past  urged  upon  '."■' 
priety,  as  well  as  the  necessity  as  a  measure  of  gomn!  ; 
repeal  of  the  pre-emption  laws,  not,  however,  couiti::, 
obliteration  of  all  of  the  features  of  the  pro-emptiou  ^,^       . 
having  in  view  the  uiiiGcatiou  of  the  whole  subject  of  riiUkinLiiL  iiijiii^ 
by  merging  the  valuable  features  of  the  pre-emption  witU   the  late 
homestead  system, 

Duringtbesecoiiil  sei^iou  of  the  Forty-third  Cougrc^ a  bill.  MI.  IL  Nrt 
liCO,)  prepared  in  this  office,  having  in  view  the  ends  uow  n'n  ■  ■ 
CQSHiou,  (and  which  had  previously  passed  the  Uoiiso.)  w.i 
request  of  the  Hon.  William  Sprague,  cUairmai)  of  the  (jom.:. 
Public  Lauds  of  tbo  United  States  Senate,  reported  ou  by  uij  j.l-u  .. - 
80r,  and  the  following  views  expressed: 

The  Tcnaous  ivbic.li  cull  for  a  rcpiMi!  uf  ao  mncli  of  tho  pro-oraptloa  B^atcui  :l--  :■  :: : 
prnaervcd  in  IIio  bill  iicdor  nouBiifcrntiaii,  among  otUcTB,  Bra  cbkt  uvcry  Ikdi;!..  j:  pii'- 
puBo  hiteiiilod  to  bo  cxtondod  hy  tlint  sfatcm  is  secured  t>y  tho  b<)iiiC!>t«>iHl  Uw  u  pas 
exiatins,  saro  ouly  thn  feature  of  wtllumcnt  onnnHiirvFi}'cilIiuiila,ivtiicti  lioiUTtcdiabi 
this  lilll.  Tbn  early  polioy  nu  oue  of  e<(clQHiou,  tlin  wC  of  1807  providing  fur  lb  an 
of  tho  military  in  rjiictmg  DDy  trbo  migbtTontnrnupnu  iho  publio  luitts  b^vnsfu- 

Tbo  cDcl  Bought  at  lliut  timo  eoaaa  to  bavo  bccu  rovoDtie  from  taia.  Or*d\iaUj  lh» 
pnrposu  gDTn  way  to  tho  pulley  of  oDconrajriag  BetUoineuts,  fir«t  tbroagb  tlio  pn-o^ 
tion  laws,  aud  ut  loogtli  liy  tba  IiomeBlead  ayatuni. 

Ttia  beucfioiol  t>roviBioDB  of  lb«  pr«^Diiitiou  Hyatflin  vreie,  and  arc,  iliat  ■ 

utnj  bo  iuad»  b«fui'e  rnuvoji  luid  that  a  orvdit  of  iruiu  tnelvo  to  Uurty-ilu««  i 
bouivuo  ibtt  wtUot ou accouut  of  bis porohaav. 

SetUeucul  and  calttTUlon  were  nlnaya  kept  iu  liev.    The  bomestead  l«v 
Mi  ffir,  .... 


le  endfl,  bnl  with  larnei  beneficeocej  lur,  exooplins  a  iimall  fae  and  o 
uo  Btuney  paymeDt  is  required. 

Tbo  pro-eiopliou  lar  ia,  tbervfore,  fur  uvory  boDuliclul  puriKitH)  iulendHl  by  it,  aa  «k 
Hotolu  statute,  lla  macbiDcry  ia  not  necMMry  iu  tbe  larnl  syalvut  Cct  any  bnoost  ft- 
poM)  consistf'Dt  with  the  now  eatabliahal  potii^y  of  boldiiig  tbe  piiblia  land*  for  act«t 

i:\)-i'ii>.'ii<  i:  li:t.-<.  l]U«-i.!Viir,  put  it  hoyond  itll  liuiilii  Uu\l  U  htrriiMlii-'i  n  n-.i-an*  cti  irKil 
III  <:  '  1j  Ills  oboicDBl  of  tbo  lini' 

1 1  ^>!  iihovo  that  fijEMi  H]   < 

■  'Liidor  their  cover  Im  ;■ 
^> :  '  ::c»of  lart;o  tmctaiii  - 

11'  .f  a  fow  iwoioo»,  who  n,.     . 

Ilni  jiiriviisi'  of  r.ittk'iHi'ut,  on  wbiob  thoy  tan  .lusurj-  l.l  IU.TH.-iImv.  Ilir  !",■.!   ■ 
mioisitn  to  tho  Hucccus  M  tboir  frauds.     Since  tbn  (liHioiitiiiuaacc  of  I  li-. 


tioucd  If  thin  ia  uut  an  cxcoa  of  privileuo,  «hich  vroukl  li  uhriatcd  by  Ibe  [itt 
Ibc  Aiuunded  bill.    11  ia  not  preeuW'.'d  Inai  tUia  ur  aoy  meaatire  that  raigbt  be  < 
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will  wholly  proveot  the  olitaioing  by  frandolent  meaos  of  title  to  the  pabltc  lands; 
bat  this  may  be  said :  that  the  ponding  bill  contains  such  provisious  as  tne  experienco 
of  years  has  suggested  to  this  office  as  necessary  to  the  honest  and  efficient  condnct  of 
the  pnblte  land  system,  to  certainty  and  simplicity  of  administration,  and  to  tho  accom- 
plishmeot  of  the  reoogiDised  parposo  of  holaing  the  pnblio  lands  for  the  benefit  of  ac- 
tual and  productive  nse. 

That  the  necessity  of  such  consolidntion  exists  the  experience  of  every 
year  confirms,  and  I  concur  in  the  fullest  measure  with  the  recommenda* 
tions  heretofore  made  by  this  office  having  that  end  in  view. 

The  now  well  settled  policy  of  holding  the  public  domain  for  the 
benefit  of  actual  and  productive  use,  may  be  aided  by  the  certainty  and 
simplicity  incident  to  a  single  method  of  disposal,  as  contemplated  by 
the  proposed  legislation. 

REVISED  STATUTES— PROBABLE  ERRORS  IN  COMPILATIOIf. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  this  office  the  attention  of  the  Depart* 
ment  was  called  to  what  seem  to  be  errors  of  compilation  in  sections 
2*103  and  2450  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States,  whereby  changes 
of  the  law  in  important  particulars  have  been  brought  about,  evidently 
not  designed,  on  the  part  of  Congress. 

On  the  27th  of  Apnl  last  Congress  passed  an  act  correcting  the  error 
in  section  2403,  as  suggested  by  this  office ;  but  that  in  seqtion  2450 
appears  to  have  been  overlooked,  hence  the  necessity  of  again  referring 
to  the  matter. 

The  act  approved  August  3, 1846,  entitled  *^An  act  providing  for  the 
acyustment  of  all  suspended  pre-emption  land  claims  in  the  several 
States  and  Territories,"  in  section  1  reads  as  follows : 

That  tbe  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized 


entries  now  existing 
Office,  and  to  adjudge  in  what  cases  patentsshall  iasae  apon  the  same. 

The  act  approved  March  3, 1849,  entitled  '<An  act  to  establish  the 
Home  Department,  and  to  provide  for  the  Treasury  Department  an  As* 
sistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  a  Commissioner  of  the  Customs," 
in  section  3  provided — 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  perform  all  the  duties  in  rolation  to  tbe 
General  Land  Office  of  supervision  and  appeal  now  discharged  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury. 

By  act  of  June  26^  1856,  the  act  of  August  3, 1846,  was  revived  and 
enlarged. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has,  by  authority  of  said  act  of  March 
3, 1840,  i>erformed  the  duties  originally  delegated  by  act  of  Angust  3, 
1846,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

By  the  Eevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States,  page  74,  chapter  2, 
section  441,  <<  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  charged  with  the  supcrvia- 
ion  of  public  business  relating  to  the  public  lands." 

Section  2450,  page  452,  Revised  Statutes,  re-enacts  tlie  act  of  Angust 
3, 1846,  so  far  as  constituting  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  member 
of  said  board,  and  under  said  section  2450  several  lists  of  suspended 
entries  have  been  acted  upon  during  the  past  fiscal  year  by  said  Score* 
tary  of  the  Treasurj-. 

Under  the  circumstances,  and  in  view  of  these  several  acts,  and  the 
fact  that  the  duties  thus  delegated  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy 
are  of  a  class  over  which  the  S^retary  of  the  Interior  is  given  jurisdic- 
tion, and  not  of  the  class  pertaining  to  the  general  business  of  the 
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Treasuiy  Department,  it  is  thought  that  the  naming  of  the  Seoretary 
of  the  Treasary  in  said  section  2450,  Bevised  Statutes,  was  aa  inad- 
vertence, occurriDgy  no  doubt,  through  a  reference  to  said  act  of  Angost 
3, 184G,  and  the  matter  is  again  suggested  that  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress may  be  drawn  to  the  subject. 

The  attention  of  the  Department  is  al^Q  called  ^to  the  second  pan- 
graph  in  section  2238^  Bevised  Statutes,  page  304,  chapter  2,  regolatinj; 
the  fees  and  commissions  allowed  to  registers  and  receivers,  and  which 
reads  as  follows : 

Second.  A  commission  of  one  per  centum  on  aU  moneys  rcociyed  at  each  raoetTcr'i 
office. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  April  20, 1818,  (Stats,  at  L.,  voL  3,  p. 
46G,)  from  which  the  above  is  taken,  answered  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  then  intended,  as  at  that  time  no  sales  were  mado  of  the  pabhc 
lands  except  for  cash,  and  in  addition  to  a  yearly  salary  of  (SOO,  allowed 
to  each  register  and  receiver,  they  were  allowed  an  additional  compen- 
sation  of  one  per  centum  <<  on  the  moneys  received,"  provided  the  whoI« 
amount  did  not  exceed  $3,000  for  any  one  year. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1818  the  homestead  and  pre-emption 
system  has  been  established  and  a  schedule  of  fees  and  commiasion? 
adopted  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  various  laws  governing 
the  disposal  of  the  public  lauds.  As  the  law  now  reads,  incorporated  m 
the  Bevised  Statutes  and  above  quoted,  the  registers  and  receivers,  aside 
from  the  fees  and  commissions  allowed  them  under  the  homestead,  pre- 
emptioo,  and  other  laws,  and  the  one  per  centum  on  all  cash  sales,  would 
be  entitled  to  one  per  centum  on  idl  moneys  received,  which  would  in- 
clude one  per  centum  on  their  fees  and  commissions.  The  second  para- 
graph above  quoted  admits  of  such  a  construction  and  has  been  so  con- 
strued by  some  of  the  registers  and  receivers,  and  an  attempt  made  to 
cellect  a  coQpmission  not  contemplated  by  the  law. 

OFFICUL  PUBLXOAXIONS. 

It  has  been  the  custom  of  this  office  to  annually  prepare  valuable 
maps  of  the  United  States  for  publication.  These  maps  show  the  extent 
and  progress  of  the  public  surveys ;  the  boundaries  of  Indian  and  mil 
itary  reservations ;  localities  of  railroads  of  general  interest,  and  other 
valuable  references  compiled  from  the  official  surveys  of  the  General 
Land  Office  and  other  authentic  sources. 

During  the  past  Hscnl  year  a  map  for  exhibition  at  the  Oentennial 
Exposition  has  been  completed,  embracing  more  elaborate  details  tbun 
any  previous  map  of  the  United  States.  There  was  also  prepared  and 
published  an  atlas  comprising  a  series  of  maps  (eighteen  in  number)  ot 
the  land  States  and  Territories  in  which  the  public  surveys  are  yet  iu 
progress. 

These  maps  were  draughted  and  prepared  by  thisoffico  atacostof  about 
$9,000,  and  are  rendered  especially  valuable  on  account  of  their  accu- 
racy in  all  details  pertaining  to  the  geography  of  the  country;  they  ans 
consequently,  in  great  demand  by  the  general  public,  but  this  offlco 
finds  it  impossible  to  supply  that  demand,  owing  to  the  fact  that  Con 
gress,  by  its  appropriations,  limits  the  pablication  thereof. 

Applications  have  been  made  to  this  office  by  publishers  and  others 
for  permission  to  contract  with  the  parties  who  publish  the  maps  for 
the  Government  ibr  editions  of  the  same  to  be  printed  from  the  Gov- 
ernment forms. 

"n  view  of  these  facts,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  attention 
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of  CoDgreis  be  called  to  the  aulvjecti  with  the  rocommcndatioo  tfiat  sncb 
permiflsioo  be  ffranted,  or,  if  not  granted,  that  this  office  be  authorixed 
to  have  paMidied  a  number  of  said  maps  equal  to  the  demand^  and 
charge  for  the  same  a  price  not  less  than  the  original  coet  to  the  Gov* 
emment 

niPAEIAX  BIGHTS. 

My  attention  being  attracted  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  law  on 
the  subject  of  the  rights  of  riparian  owners,  I  would  respectfully  request 
that  the  attention  of  Congress  be  directed  to  the  subject. 

The  theory  adopted  by  this  office  and  the  Department  in  in  antag- 
onism with  that  generally,  though  not  uniformly,  upheld  by  the  ooorls. 
The  latter,  with  their  usual  devotion  to  precedent,  ancient  and  time 
honored  customs,  seem  still  disposed  to  follow  the  common  law  doctrine 
on  this  subject,  when,  as  it  would  seem,  the  reason  of  the  law  and 
the  condition  of  things  which  gave  it  birth  have  no  existence  in  this 
country,  except  as  a[^)lied  to  lands  bordering  on  the  sea  shore,  arms 
of  the  sea,  and  navigable  rivers  below  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide. 
The  theor>'  of  this  office  was  xery  fully  discussed  by  my  predeoeaaor  in 
his  annual  reports  of  18C7  and  1808. 

It  would  seem  that  some  legislation  on  this  subject  might  have  the 
effect  to  much  more  plainly  define  the  rights  of  the  citizen  and  the  Got- 
emment  with  reference  to  this  class  of  cases,  and  thereby  greatly  leesea 
litigation. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  tliat  in  this  age,  when  every  man-s  possesrions 
are  susceptible  of  easy  and  exact  ascertainment,  ho  should  be  allowed 
that  which  he  buys  and  pays  for,  and  no  more ;  that,  therefore*  when  he 
buys  ten  acres  of  land  on  the  margin  of  our  navigable  rivers,  neshonld 
not  be  entitled  to  claim  a  twenty  acre  island  which  may  arise  out  of  the 
river  in  front  of  bis  premises.  Especially  does  this  suggestfam  c4>tBin 
force  when  applied  to  the  cases  of  inland  lakes,  which  often,  after  the 
cultivation  of  the  8urroonding  soil,  rapidly  dry  up,  leaving'large  tracts 
of  land,  which  there  would  seem  to  be  no  good  reason  for  gltUig 
tu  the  Sfdljiicent  owners. 

LAW  LIB&AB\. 

In  no  department  of  the  Government  is  a  good  and  well  selected  law 
library  more  needed  than  in  the  General  Land  Office. 

Questions  of  the  utmost  importance,  involving  vast  sums  of  money, 
rtijuiring  the  most  thorough  and  carefbl  research  and  examination,  are 
daily  arising  before  this  branch  of  the  public  service,  the  proper  sola- 
tion  of  which  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  not  only  as  determining  the 
individual  rights  of  the  citizen  and  the  Government,  but  large!}'  anbct- 
ing  the  legal  determination  of  the  courts.  The  accomplishment  of  this 
labor  in  the  present  condition  of  the  law  librar}'  in  the  Department  is 
most  vexatious  and  unsatisfactory. 

The  number  of  volumes  now  within  the  use  of  this  Department  is 
very  insignificant,  containing  scarcely  any  of  the  text  books  or  of  the 
Btate  reports. 

I  would  therefore  respectfully  urge  tliat  tlie  attention  of  Congress  be 
called  to  the  matter,  and  rocomniond  that  an  adequsite  apriropriation  be 
made  which  will  enable  this  bureau  to  purchase  such  books  as  are  abso- 
lately  necessary  to  the  proper  adminlstratioo  of  its  affairs, 

l*MT£0  STATfiS  LAUD  OFFICES. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  July  31. 1870,  the  United  States  land 
oflioes  at  Chillioothe,  Ohio,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  Springfield,  111.,  were 


L'Ab 
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directed  to  be  closed,  and  such  records  as  were  not  required  by  the 
XTmted  States  to  be  turned  over  to  the  proper  anthorities  of  the  respect- 
ire  States. 

Congress  having  failed  to  make  any  appropriation  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  requirements  of  said  law,  and  no  provision  being  made  for 
the  future  disposition  of  the  remaining  unsold  public  lands  yet  to  be 
found  within  such  land  districts,  I  have  to  recommend  that  the  aHen- 
tion  of  Congress  be  called  to  the  subject,  in  order  that  legislation  mzx 
be  had  either  repealing  the  law  and  directing  said  offices  to  be  re-apBoed 
for  the  transaction  of  bnsiness,  or  that  parties  desirous  of  entering  or 
purchasing  such  unsold  lands  may  be  authorized  to  make  their  applica- 
ttpns  and  payments  direct  to  the  General  Land  Office,  and  that  the 
necessary  proofs  and  affidavits  required  in  such  eases  be  made  before 
some  officer  competent  to  administer  oaths,  and  whose  official  chanoter 
shall  be  duly  certified  to  by  the  clerk  of  any  oourt  of  record* 

The  necessity  for  some  legislative  action  on  the  part  of  Oongrefis  exists 
in  the  fact  that  there  are  now  before  me  a  number  of  applications  to 
enter  lands  within  the  districts  above  named,  and,  as  the  law  now 
stands,  I  am  unable  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter, 

OaAOB  CEDED  LAITDS. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  11|  187G, 
providing  for  the  sale  of  the  Osage  ceded  lands,  reads  as  follows : 

Skc.  3.  That  any  person  who  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  of  has  declared  his  ir  • 
tontion  to  become  sncb,  who  in  good  faith  had  porchaaed  any  portion  of  said  land  Htwe 
•ttber  the  lieavea worth,  Lawrence  and  Galveston  Bailroad  Compaoy,  or  the  HlaMRcri. 
Kansas  and  Texas  Railroad  Company,  prior  to  the  oommenoement  of  the  two  amu 
in  the  name  of  the  United  States  against  said  companies  in  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Kansas,  to  test  the  legality  of  title  of  said  railroad 
eompaaies  to  said  lands,  or  portiona  thereof,  to  wit,  befbre  the  twenty-flfth  day  a 
Febraary,  anno  Domini  eiffhteen  hundred  and  seyenty-four,  and  shall  proTO  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  register  ana  the  receivor  of  the  proper  land  office  that  he  or  aha  haa  in 
good  faith,  before  the  date  last  aforesaid,  paid  said  railroad  companies,  or  either  ti 
them,  the  consideration  money,  or  a  portion  thereof,  and  also  that  he  or  she  has  t& 
good  faith  made  lasting  and  valuable  improvements  thereon,  shall  be,  and  hereby  l^ 
declared  to  be  entitled  to  purchase  said  lands,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  atxt> 
acres,  to  include  his  or  her  Improvements,  on  tne  same  terms  and  oondiiionB  that  aetoai 
settlers  are  autborize<l  by  this  act  to  pnrobase  said  lands ;  that  the  rights  of  the  saiU 
purchasers  from  said  railroad  companies  shall  attach  at  the  date  of  the  paymeiil  aforr- 
said  made  to  said  railroads,  or  either  of  them :  Prvvidedf  That  the  said  imorovonienu 
are  made  before  the  date  last  aforesaid :  And  provided  further.  That  said  claimant  ac- 
tnaUy  resides  on  the  laud  at  the  time  of  completing  his  or  ner  entry  thereof  at  th** 
proper  land  office :  Provided  further,  That  the  heirs  of  any  deoeased  purchaser  horn  said 
railroads  shall  have  the  same  right  to  purchase  the  said  lands  so  purobaaed  Ikocn  the 
said  railroads  as  the  original  purcbaiier  would  have  had  hod  he  lived. 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  section  that  persons  who  pnrohased  lands  from 
the  Leavenworth,  Lawrence  and  Galveston  Railroad  Company,  or  from 
the  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Texas  Bailroad  Company,  while  said  com- 
panics  held  a  patent  from  the  Uuited  States  for  the  lands,  can  only  ac- 
quire a  title  now  on  the  same  terms  as  others,  without  regard  to  the 
&ct  that  thoy  had  previously  bonght  the  lands  and  paid  money  for 
them. 

In  some  instances  persons  who  were  not  citizens  of  the  United  Sti^tes, 
as  well  as  those  who  are  citizens,  purchased  lands  of  said  companies  in 
large  quantities,  and  by  the  section  of  the  law  above  quoted  they  aro 
deprived  of  any  means  of  perfecting  their  title. 

Assuming  it  to  be  impossible  that  Congress  should  have  intended 
0Afib  a  wrong  as  this,  I  shall  instruct  the  register  and  receiver  at  Inde* 
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pcndence,  Eans.,  to  receive  no  filing  or  otlier  initiatory  act  to  procure 
title  to  any  of  the  lands  sold  by  said  companies  before  snit  was  com- 
menced by  the  United  States  to  set  aside  the  patent  issned  to  tb'em  except 
from  persons  >vho  parchased  said  lands  fh)m  the  above-named  com- 
panies, nutil  the  matter  can  be  laid  before  Congress. 

By  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Augnst  11, 187C,  some  unusual  privileges 
were  granted  to  settlers  on  said  lands  which  are  not  granted  to  settlers 
on  other  Government  lands  less  valuable,  such  as  allowing  them  to 
avail  themselves  twice  of  the  homestead  and  pre-emption  privilege. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  both  of  said  companies  are  said  to  be  bank- 
rupt and  cannot  repay  the  money  to  parties  who  purchased  from  them, 
it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  Congress  intended  to  refuse  the  purchasers 
from  said  companies  the  privilege  of  perfecting  their  titles*  after  twice 
paying  for  their  land. 


RSORaAinZATION  OF  THE  CLEBIOAIi  FORCE  OF  THE  GENIJIAL  LAKB 

OFFIOB. 

Upon  assuming  the  office  of  Commissioner  I  found  a  clerical  force  that 
had  been  considered  by  my  predecessors  in  office  inadequate  to  the  effi- 
cient and  prompt  discharge  of  the  work  pertaining  to  it  Since  then.  Con- 
gress, by  act  approved  August  15, 1876,  reduced  the  force  more  than  25 
per  cent,  making  it  less  at  this  time  than  it  has  been  since  the  re-organi- 
zation of  the  office  by  act  of  Congress  approved  Maroh  3, 1865,  white  ttie 
business  of  the  office  is  constantly  increasing  as  new  legislation;  is 
added  to  existing  laws  governing  the  diq[>osition  of  the  pablic  Iand4»  «s 
evidenced  by  the  multifiirious  railroad  land  grants,  the  pre-emption  and 
homestead  laws  with  their  amendments,  the  timber-cnlture  ao^  and  the 
various  congressional  grants  for  internal  improvement,  all  tcitiding  ta 
complicate  and  increase  the  work  of  this  borean. 

I  find,  moreover,  upon  comparing  the  salaries  allowed  clerks  in  this 
bureau  with  those  allowed  to  clerks  in  other  bureaus  under  the  cont^ 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  that  they  are  much  lower,  as  the  fbllow- 
ing  table  will  show : 

Tabular  itatement  thowin^  Ut$  number  o/clerk$  in  each  hurtcm  of  ike  Dpi^rlmeni  of  the  Jn- 

tcrior,  and  Balarke  allowed  by  law. 


SnUties  ud  BBBlMr  •f  otorkt. 

Borcftiu. 

93,000 

19,500 

♦8.950 

•9.000 

ClaM4t 

•i.eoo. 

ClMSS, 

|1.«00. 

CUm9, 
11.400. 

CtoMl, 
•1,M0. 

•nsr 

r4ixxT  orrtcK. 
AMtoUnt  oommlMiottor 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Exunliier  in  cbief 

Principal  examineni . . . 

S3 

• 

Chief  olerk 

1 
•  1 

Ezwninor 

Clerks 

1 

87 

28 

43 

aa 

40 

mmox  oFFice, 
Dopnky  oommlMionor. . 

1 

Cbtof  clerk 

1 

Medlcftl  referee 

1 

Clerks 

W 

S3 

> 

64 

113 

95 

"I 


^ 


1 
3 
93 
1 
1 

in 

1 
1 
1 

SIO 
"313 
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Tabular  ttatement  alunoing  the  number  of  clerka,  ^— Continacd 


• 

Salulee  and  aumber  of  clorki. 

1m 

Bureaiii. 

13.000. 

iSLSOO. 

•9,890. 

IS.OOO. 

Glees  4, 
01,MO. 

cues  3, 

fi.eoo. 

—  ...     p  .  . 

Class  9,  Class  1, 
91,400.    11.900. 

^^TSt- 

» 

G£5SIUI<  LASD  OFnCE. 

Chief  dflrk 

i 

1 
1 

1 

1 

Ilecorder 

b..*.« . 

1 

lAwoUtrk  ....... .w«    ] 

1 i" 

••*«  mm  *  •  «  « 

1 

Priooipal  olflrkf 

'     ^ 

ClortoVT. 

83 

41 

10 

ue 

isDWi  omcE, 

• 

Chtofolerir 

■ 

ft 

1 

1 

Otorks 

5 

! 

i 

t 

1 

8 

1          » 

13 

13 

• 

ei 

• 

JIUSSAU  OV  IDUGATZOS. 

Chief  ctorlr 

•••-•.. 

1 

4: 

Clerks.. 

I*""**  * 

8 

1 

4 

1 

This  year  the  Land  Office  is  authorized  bj  law  to  employ  146  derif .<, 
iDcladin^  a  chief  clerk,  recorder,  and  law  clerk  at  a  yearly  salary  o{ 
$2,000  each ;  3  principal  clerks  at  $1,800  each;  5  clerks  of  class  4 ;  23 
of  class  3  ^  41  of  class  2 :  and  70  of  class  1,  thns  making  8  clerks  who 
receive  a  salary  of  $1,800  each,  or  abont  1  in  20  of  the  whole  force 
above  the  third  class  and  not  one  who  receives  a  salary  of  over  •2,000, 
while  the  Patent  Office  (which  it  will  not  be  claimed  is  of  more  import- 
ance to  the  country  than  the  General  Land  Office,  upon  whose  rerards 
the  title  to  almost  every  acre  of  land  west  and  northwest  of  the  Ohio  to 
the  Pacific  is  dependent)  has  a  depnty  commissioner  and  three  exam- 
iners in  chief  who  receive  a  salary  of  $3,000  each ;  23  examiners  and 
clerks  at  $2,500  each ;  1  chief  clerk  and  an  examiner  at  $2,260  each ;  1 
clerk  at  $2,000:  27  assistant  examiners  and  clerks  at  $1,800;  28  at 
$1,600;  43  at  $1,400;  38  clerks  at  $1,200;  and  40  copyists  at  $900  each, 
making  57  clerks  who  receive  salaries  ranging  from  $1,800  to  $3,000,  or 
abont  one  in  three  of  the  whole  force  with  a  salary  above  $1,000.  By 
continuing  the  comparison  with  other  bureaus  in  the  Department  we 
find  the  Pension  Office  with  29  clerks,  receiving  salaries  above  the  tiiird 
clasSy  being  about  one  in  ten  of  its  clerical  force ;  the  Lidian  Offloe  with 
47  clerks,  six  of  whom  receive  salaries  above  the  third  class,  beiiig  in 
the  proportion  of  one  to  eight,  and' the  Bureau  of  Education,  with  iu 
whole  clerical  force  of  10  clerks,  has  3  who  receive  $1,800  each. 

It  will  readily  be  seen  by  this  statement  that  the  General  Land  Office, 
which,  considering  the  character  and  amount  of  work  it  has  to  perform, 
and  needing  the  best  talent  that  can  be  procured,  has  in  foot  the  poorf^i 
provision  in  the  matter  of  salaries,  and  consequently  the  poorest  organi- 
zation. 

If  it  is  assumed  that  the  work  of  this  bureau  is  of  less  importance 
than  that  of  others,  and  requiring  clerks  of  less  ability,  then  that  woukl 
be  an  apparent  reason  for  the  fact;  but  it  is  not  true  that  the  labor  is 
less  important  or  more  easily  performed*  It  differs  only  in  diaracter, 
but  not  in  importance. 

The  difficulty,  however,  which  the  office  labors  under  at  present  is  not 
so  much;  the  lack  of  numners  as  inability  to  obtain  the  talent  required 
for  the  salaries  allowed.    A  knowledge  of  the  laws  and  rulings  of  the 
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public  land  Bystem  cannot  be  acquired  in  a  day,  but  takes  as  long  and 
as  careful  a  study  almost  as  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  any  of  the  pro- 
fessions, and  much  experience  before  the  necessary  degree  of  proficiency 
is  attained.  When  clerks  have  once  acquired  this  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience, their  services  become  invaluable  to  the  Government ;  but  it  is 
difficult  to  retain  them,  owing  to  the  inadequate  salaries  now  paid  by 
the  Oovemment,  and  their  services  are  eagerly  sought  for  by  railroad 
corporations,  land  companies,  and  legal  firms  having  business  before 
the  office,  at  rates  of  compensation  with  which  the  Government  under 
existing  laws  cannot  compete.  Unless  Congress  provides  more  adequate 
compensation^  there  is  nothing  to  induce  a  clerk  having  acquired  a  tho- 
ron^  knowledge  of  the  laws  and  rulings  relating  to  our  land  system  to 
retiun  his  position ;  and  I  must  confess  that,  unless  Gongress  provide 
by  law  for  the  re-organization  of  the  clerical  force  now  under  my  con- 
trol, and  for  the  payment  of  salaries  adequate  to  the  ability  required,  I 
feel  mysejf  unable  to  properly  administer  the  laws  relating  to  the  public 
lands  and  do  justice  to  the  thousands  of  cases  now  pending,  awaiting 
action  for  the  want  of  clerks  possessing  the  abili^  to  adjudicate  them. 

I  would,  therefore,  respectfolly  requ^  that  the  earnest  attention  of 
Gongress  be  called  to  the  subject,  with  a  view  that  such  legisl^^a  OAy 
be  luid  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case  demand. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  there  were  received 
69|192  letters,  being  an  increase  of  2,792  over  the  number  received  dur- 
ing the  previous  fi^al  year,  and  there  were  writtCA  and  recQI^^d  64|137 
letters^  covering  42,315  pages  of  folio  record. 

During  the  same  period  there  were  written  and  recorded  39,615  pat- 
ents for  entries  made  with  cash  and  by  virtue  of  the  pre-emption  and 
homestead  laws,  1,005  for  private  land  claims,  443  under  the  mining 
laws,  31  under  railroad  grants,  and  16  under  the  swamp  land  frant, 
making  a  total  of  41^010,  and  showing  an  increase  of  i,600  over  the 
number  of  pateuts  written  and  recorded  during  the  fiscal  yesff  jX9Si  pte- 
ceding. 

Be9pectfully  submitted. 

J,  A.  WILIilAMSOir, 

The  Hon.  the  Secrbtart  09  xm  INTERIOR. 


9W    ■  t  1^  ■ 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIOHJBR  OF  INDIAN  AFFAQtS. 

DE?ABTMENT  09  THB  INTBIIIOB, 

OmnOS  OF  IlCDIAN  AFFAIBS, 

Wa^MngUmj  D.  0.,  October  dOym^ 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewithi  in  accordance  with  law, 
the  annual  report  of  the  Indian  OfKce,  accompanied  by  the  reports  of 
its  superintendents  and  agents.  These  reports  give  detailed  statements 
of  the  condition  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  the  progress  which  has  been 
made  during  the  past  year,  and  indicate  that  tiie  condition  of  this 
branch  of  the  public  service  is  steadily  becomiug  moro  efflfii^nt  and 
satisflACtory. 

The  management  of  Indian  aflEurs  is  always  attended  with  much  of 
diflSeolty  and  embarrassment.  In  every  other  department  of  the  public 
servicOt  the  oflScera  of  the  Government  conduct  business  mainly  with 
civilized  and  intelligent  men.  The  Indian  Office,  in  representing  the 
Qovemment,  Jias  to  deal  mainly  with  an  uncivilized  and  unintelUgent 
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peoiile,  wlioMo  iguoiance,  enperstitioD,  and  BOBpii^ioii  miiU!ria11>'  Uicnate 
tlie  difficulty  both  of  controlling  and  assisting  Iboin, 

Tlie  tratlitionnry  belief,  which  largely  [irovails,  thut  the  Imlian  scrvke, 
throughout  its  whole  history, has  been  tniat«il  with  rrniiil,  tiri«eH,l  appR- 
heud,  not  only  from  the  fact  that  frauds  have  Ih'ch  awumitltd,  bnt »' 
because,  from  thi3  uatnro  of  tho  servicd  itself,  peculiar  oppurtuuitiwfbr 
frnnd  may  be  found.    The  agencies  iire  usually  locate*!  in  distuat,  K 
Id  sonic  cnecs,  almost  inaccessible  places.    Thoy  are,  h\  iii:ui,v  iust.iaio, 
80  far  from  the  accnstomed  abodes  of  our  people  as  ti 
by  any  civilized  men  except  the  agent  and  his  cuiiu 
furnishiMg  snpplies.    It  thus  happens  that  tho  biisiin 
cmidueted  withont  the  restraints  which  generally  Miii 
cci-8.    The  agent  is  too  rcuiote  to  bo  under  tho  iuimodiuLi:  ii.:ui  cuoetu: 
snrveillance  of  the  central  office.    He  is  in  a  great  de2rf«  frtH!  fron  tk 
espionage  of  an  intelligent  public,  and  those  near  Lioi  wliu  aruoompetHt 
to  detect  franda  or  criticise  official  conduct  may  lie  inaitc-uciHl  by  or  br 
in  collusion  with  hiiu.    The  ludians  to  whom  he  distributee  euppUesut 
too  ignorant  to  protect  themselves  from  imposition,  or,  in  case  disboiMAJ 
in  suspected,  to  bring  the  fact  to  tho  knowledge  of  this  officv.    Iliiu  n 
happens  that  the  &ict  that  fraads  are  known  to  have  bcvu  commitUil, 
joined  to  the  knowledge  that  abundant  opportunities  for  frauds  ezifl. 
excites  iu  the  minds  of  a  suspicious  public  a  readiness  to  beliave  vnrj 
rumor  affecting  the  integrity  of  on  Indian  agent  or  the  Iiouesty  of  ibi 
Indian  service. 

INCBEASKD  SALARIES  FOR  AOBRTS. 

The  most  important  duties  in  the  conduct  of  oar  Indian  attain  tn. 
and  of  necessity  must  be,  performed  by  the  agent.  Xot  only  are  ttm 
mitted  to  hint  the  conduct  of  tho  agency  buaiutuis  proper,  tlio  erwIlM 
and  caro  of  buildings,  the  HaporviKion  of  farming  and  mcebaniMi  opv^ 
atione,  the  pnrchase  and  care  of  stock,  the  proper  receipt  and  dIaUrm- 
tiou  of  BUfiplius,  the  maaagement  of  hcIiooIh,  tbe  keeping  of  tcMWte 
and  complicated  financial  accounts,  and  the  fiiruishing  of  inlbrmaCitn  od 
advice  as  a  basis  of  action  by  this  office,  but  npoD  bu  dtill,  tact.  Md 
ability  to  iuHuonce  and  control  his  ludians,  success  in  tbe  adniioians- 
tiou  of  Indian  affairs  wholly  detxmds.  No  man,  who  is  not  po-ssessed  of 
talents  of  a  high  order  and  great  variety,  can  be  completely  mo 
cessful  as  an  Indian  agent.  A  uistiuguislicd  miUtary  oQicer,  after  iimg 
experience  with  Indians,  states  that  to  successfully  manage  one  of  th* 
most  important  Indian  agencies  requires  as  high  au  order  of  capadiy 
as  to  command  an  army. 

The  great  want  of  the  Indian  service  has  always  been   thnronEhV 
comi>etent  agents.    Tlie  PresidoDt  hna  sougbt  to  secure  proji.i  ' 
for  these  important  offices  by  inviting  the  several  religions  or;:.i 
tlirongh  their  constituted  authorities,  to  nominate  to  him  nitj.  ; 
ability,  character,  and  conduct  they  are  willing  to  vouch.     I 
churdiea  have  eudeavored  to  perform  this  duty  faiilit 
degree  bavo  nucceeded ;  but  they  experience  great  d : ' 
persons  posseHsed  of  tlie  requisite  qualiticatious  t.> 
tions.     When  it  is  considered  that  these  men  umst  i 
fai'  into  the  wUdemess,  cut  themselves  off  from  civi|j^.;it  i- 
comforts  and  attractions,  deprive  their  children  of  tho  ad^:.. 
education,  live  lives  of  anxiety  and  toil,  give  bouda  for  cn-ct.: 
money,  bo  held  responsible  in  Aome  iustanceA  for  the  ex|>tiiUiL.;i. 
hundreds  of  IhousandR  of  dollars  a  year,  and  sabject  tbcnucdvos  w  »« 
ready  suspicion,  detraction,  and  calumny,  for  a  oorapensatton  \r"  *"— 
tliM  paid  to  a  tliird-clasii  clerk  io  Woshijigton,  oc  to  a  village  | 
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ter,  it  is  not  strange  that  able,  upright,  tborougbly  competent  men  bes- 
itate,  and  decline  to  accept  tbo  position  of  an  Indian  agent,  or  if  they 
accept,  resign  the  position  after  a  short  trial.  In  my  judgment  the 
welfare  of  the  public  service  imperatively  requires  that  the  compensa- 
tion o£fercd  an  Indian  agent  should  be  somewhat  in  proportion  to  the 
capacity  required  in  the  office,  and  to  the  responsibility  and  labor  of 
the  duties  to  bo  performed. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  this  subject  be  brought  to  the  attention 
of  Congress,  and  that  that  body  be  reijuested  to  appropriate  not  less 
than  $30,000,  to  be  distributed  as  additional  compensation  to  Indian 
agents  having  the  most  important  aud  difficult  agencies ;  the  salary  of 
no  agent  to  amount  to  more  than  $3,000.  While  fully  aware  of  the 
great  relactauce  of  Congress  to  iucrease  salaries,  I  believe  the  increase 
suggested  is  most  urgently  needed,  and  would  result  in  a  large  saving 
to  the  Treasury,  and  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  Indians  and  to 
the  service. 

INADEQUATE  AND  DELAYED  ArPROrUIATIONS. 

During  the  past  year  the  office  has  been  seriously  embarrassed  by 
inadequate  and  delayed  appropriations.  In  January  last  tlie  agents  at 
Spotted  Tail  aud  Bed  Cloud  reported  that  their  supplies  of  beef  and 
flour  would  be  exhausted  by  March  1.  This  information  was  transmit* 
ted  to  Congress,  with  the  recommendation  that  the  emergency  be  met 
by  special  appropriation.  No  appropriatiou  being  made,  the  attrition 
01  Congress  was  again  nrgenUy  called  to  the  subject  in  Executive  mes- 
sage of  February  28.  On  the  0th  of  April  a  deficiency  bill  appropri- 
ating $150,000  was  passed ;  but  relief  had  been  so  long  delayed  that, 
though  the  utmost  expedition  was  used,  supplies  failed  to  reach  the 
agencies  until  the  Indians  were  in  almost  a  starving  condition,  and 
until  the  apparent  purpose  of  the  Government  to  abandon  them  to  star- 
vation at  their  agencies  had  induced  hirge  numbers  to  go  north  and 
join  the  hostile  bands  under  Sitting  Bull. 

In  July  last,  through  the  failure  of  Congress  to  pass  the  annual  ap- 
dropriation  bill,  supplies  at  several  Sioux  agencies  again  became  nearly 
exhausted,  and  though  a  temporary'  appropriatiou  of  il(>0,000  was  made, 
many  Indians,  rendered  excited  and  suspicious  by  the  war  in  the  north, 
abandoned  their  agencies  to  take  part  in  hostilities.  Copgress  still 
failing  to  pass  the  annual  appropriatiou  bill,  a  similar  emergency  existed 
in  August  which  was  again  met  by  a  temporary  relief  bill,  but  prodaoed 
a  like  effect  on  the  Indians. 

The  above  facts  are  not  recited  for  the  purpose  of  criticism  or  fault- 
finding, but  to  vindicate  this  bureau  from  the  charge  made  at  the  time, 
that  t£e  deficiency  in  supplies  was  owing  to  inefficiency  and  neglect  on 
the  part  of  the  office. 

My  predecessor  submitted,  through  theSecretary  of  theInterior,toCon- 
gross  in  December  last,  a  full  history  of  the  facts  relative  to  the  removal 
of  the  Pawnees  ftom  Nebraska  to  the  Indian  Territory,  and  asked  fpr  an 
appropriation  of  $300,000  to  defray  the  expense  of  said  removal,  and  to 
establish  the  tribe  in  their  new  home;  the  same  to  be  reimbursed  to  the 
Treasury  from  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  their  Nebraska  reservation.  The 
bill,  however,  was  not  passed  until  April ;  not  until  the  attention  cf 
Congress  haa  been  repeatedly  called  to  it,  and  not  until  hundreds  of 
Pawnees  had  been  compelled  to  abandon  their  agency,  to  live  by  beg- 
ging or  stealing  in  Southern  Kansas.  In  numerous  other  instances, 
notwithstanding  the  passage  of  several  relief  bills,  the  funds  at  tixe  dis- 
posal of  this  office  have  been  so  limited  as  to  make  it  a  matter  of  the  ut- 
most difficulty  to  keep  Indians  from  suffering  with  hunger. 
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ANNUITY  PDRCHABES. 

Tiie  failure  to  pass  tlie  nnnual  appropriation  bill  before  th«  1 
Angnst  Inst,  bas  made  tlie  dut;  of  purcliasing  supplies  nnd  traosi 
tbem  to  tbe  agencies  Qiiasaally  arduous.    Immediately  on  tlio  i  _ 

of  the  net,  advertisements  for  proposals  for  boe^  flour,  and  otoarMfr 
plies,  r.ud  for  transportation,  were  iRsued,  to  bo  opened  in  SaJoC  Looi 
on  tbe  Gtb  of  September;  and  for  (by  goods,  groceries,  lianlware,  Ae^ 
to  be  opened  in  New  York  on  tbe  14tb  of  September. 

In  Saint  Louis  bids  were  opened  in  tbeproseuceof  acomtoitteeof  tbC 
Board  of  Indian  Commissioners  and  of  Col.  L.  I'.  Luckoy,  repreaeotiiig 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior;  in  New  York,  in  tbe  iireseooe  of  tbe 
Assistant  Secretary  of  tlie  Interior  and  tbe  full  BoEird  of  Indian  CoB> 
missioners.  A  large  namber  of  proposals  were  received,  and  most  of  tin 
awards,  witb  Ibo  exception  of  transportation  and  bocf,  wore  mode  «ft 
terms  more  favorable  to  tbe  Government  tban  usual. 

Owing  to  tbe  bitencssof  tbe  season,  transportation  rates  OTers 
eral  routes  are  higher  than  last  year.  Up  the  Missoari  lUver,  | 
jnstance,  goods  must  be  transported  at  a  low  stage  of  water,  witt" 
liability  of  the  river  closing  with  ice,  thus  increasing  the  distaaoe  tT 
which,  tbej  must  be  hauled  by  wagon  over  roads  impeded  with  so 
The  increase  in  the  price  of  beef  at  some  points  is  due  in  part  to  % 
lateness  of  tbe  season,  but  more  particularly  to  the  greater  fitringeo 
in  the  terms  of  the  contract  as  to  the  quality  of  the  beef  to  be  recilTl 
Notwithstanding  every  eSort  haa  been  made  to  expedite  the  shipnwnti 
of  supplies,  it  is  probable  that  a  portion  of  those  for  the  more  remote 
agencies  will  fail  to  reach  their  destination  this  fall. 

It  is  very  important  that  the  appropriation  for  Indian  supplies  shodd 
be  made  early  in  the  year,  to  enable  the  oflice  to  take  advantage  of  t'  ~ 
most  fivvorablo  season  for  pnrchase  and  transportation,  and  to  f  ~  ' 
thia.iwi;>ortaut  service  with  due  deUberatiou  and  care. 
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loonier  to  form  any  wise  opinion  as  to  tbe  best  method  <  _ 

hereafter  with  our  Indians,  a  clear  conception  of  their  actual  conditioo^ 
^nd  of  ur  present  relations  with  tbem,  is  necessary, 
'^^^om  he  first  settlement  of  the  conntiy  by  white  men  until  a  com- 
paratively recent  period,  the  Indians  have  been  constantly  drivMi  wet^ 
ward  from  the  Atlantic.  A  zigzajj,  over-varying  line,  more  or  less  defi- 
nitely niarked,  extending  from  Canada  to  the  Gnlf  of  Mexico,  aail 
always  slowly  moving  west,  has  been  known  as  the  "  iVoatier'*  or  "bor- 
der.* Along  this  border  has  been  an  almost  incessant  stmggte,  the 
Indians  to  retain  and  tbe  whites  to  get  xwssession ;  tbe  war  being  broken 
by  periods  of  occasional  and  temporary  peace,  which  usually  followetl 
treaties  whereby  the  Indians  agreed  to  surrender  large  tracts  of  tMr 
lands.  This  peace  would  continao  until  the  lands  surrendered  bad  boM 
occnpied  by  whites,  when  tbe  pressure  of  emigration  would  again  bieak 
over  the  border,  and  the  India^,  by  force  or  treaty,  be  compelled  to  $nt-m 
render  another  itortion  of  his  cherished  buntiog-giounds. 

So  long  as  the  illitnitablo  West  offered  to  the  Indian  fresh  honti 
gronnds,  he  was  unwiUing  to  exchange  liis  wild  freedom  nnd  Indold 
existence  for  the  restraints  and  toil  of  the  rude  nud  imperfect  dTilu 
tion  to  which  it  was  possible  for  bim  in  only  one  life-time  to  RttAio.  J 
nuy  tribe  of  Indians  iu  this  country  batl  made  the  effort  to  abondj 
tUcir  savngc  mode  of  lite  and  undertake  selfsnppprt  hj  labMj"  ' 
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tbey  do  not 

MIS. 

it  is  obvioa« 
question  will 
ranieh.    Many  agbnom  .^    .  onld  be  abol- 

ished. TliB  aggregate  boaDilary-I!DeB  benttwu  ^^  .  rrotions  and 
coQDtry  occnp^  by  white  peo^e  would  be  greatly  reduced,  aud  the 
daoger  of  violeuce,  bloodabetl,  aud  tnatnal  wrong  materially  leBBened. 
Tbe  sale  of  liquors  aad  artn9  could  be  more  effectually  preveuted;  bod 
white  men  could  more  easily  be  kept  out  of  tbe  Indian  country ;  oeceii- 
f<ary  supplies  could  bo  more  cheaply  furnished  i  a  far  smaller  military 
force  would  be  required  to  keep  tae  peace  ^  and  geuerally,  the  Indiaus, 
being  more  compact,  could  be  more  efSoieutly  aided  and  controlled  by 
the  officers  of  the  Government.  Moreover,  largo  bodies  of  land  would  be 
thrown  open  to  settlement,  proceeds  of  whoso  sale  would  be  ample  to 
defray  oil  expense  of  the  removals. 

ALLOTUGNTS  IH  SKTBBALTT. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  any  high  degree  of  civilization  is  possible  with- 
out Individual  ownership  of'Iand.  The  records  of  the  past  and  the 
experience  of  the  present  testify  that  the  soil  should  be  made  secnro  to 
the  individual  by  all  the  guarantees  which  law  can  devise,  and  that 
nothing  less  will  induce  men  to  put  forth  their  best  exertions  'So  gen- 
eral law  exists  which  provides  that  Indians  shall  select  nllotments  in  sev- 
eralty, and  it  seems  to  me  a  mattertof  great  moment  that  provision  abonl^ 
be  made  not  only  permitting,  but  requiring,  tbe  head  of  each  Indian  fam- 
ily, to  accept  tbe  allotment  of  a  reasonable  amount  of  land,  to  be  tbe 
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COHSOLIDATIOIT  OF  RESEETATJOKS. 

TIii^  rCR'rvuUoiis  npua  wUicIi,  in  my  opinioD,  tlio  IndinDs  i 
cousolitlated.  are  tUe  liiOian  Teiritoij,  the  While  Karlli  rcscrraUoi 
Ifortborn  Mjiniiisotfl,  nuil  n  reeervatiou  in  the  eouUtcni  part,  of  Wi 
iiigtoii  ToiTitory,  probably  the  Takama  reservation.    Ii  it  slioald  ] 
roiinrt   impracticable  to  reiaovc  the  Indians  of  Colorado,  Utali, 
Mexico,  iiiul  Arizoti:i,  to  tliu  ludian  Territory,  they  luigbt   bee 
truted  ou  some  suitable  reservation  either  in  Colorado  or  Aria 

[  nm  well  aware  that  it  will  take  a  long  time,  mack  paUeuCij 
couftiderable  espense,  to  effect  this  proposed  consolidfttloa  & 
consulting  with  many  getiMemcn  thorongbly  acqualnUMl  vn 
qnestions  and  Indian  character,  I  am  tiatUfled  that  the  utideru 
be  Hccomplisbed.  If  legislation  were  secured  givinj;  the  rreiili 
antbority  to  remove  any  tribe  or  band,  or  any  portiun  nf  a  lriU< 
band,  whenever  in  bis  judgment  It  was  practicable,  t<>  i"i  <•:■-'■ 
reservations  named,  and  if  Congress  wonid  approi'i 
to  year,  a  sum  snflicieut  to  enable  him  to  take  ail 

favorable  opportunity  to  make  such  removals,  lain  n 

years'  trial  would  conclusively  demonstrate  the  eutijv  i.i;isini.,n 
plan.  I  believe  that  all  the  Indians  in  Kansas,  Nebraska,  and  J 
and  a  part  at  least  of  those  iu  Wyoming  and  Montana,  could  li«  Indta 
to  remove  to  the  Indian  Territory.  There  is  al>.o  Kioiiiiil  fi>r  tlic  !«■ 
that  the  Colorado,  Arizona,  antl  New  Mesliu  T  i  " 
all  of  those  iu  Nevada,  could  also  be  taken  1 1  > 

Many  of  these  Indiana  are  now  located  on  ; 
vfltion,  where  starvation  or  perpetual  support  i 
only  alternatives.  Iti»  doubtful  wbetllorcvL 
vate  profitably  the  greater  part  of  the  Sioux  ! 
the  Indian  Territory,  on  the  other  baud,  ore  l'  ; 
and  room  for  more  Indians  than  there  ore  in  u..  

That  the  Indian  sentinient  is  opposed  to  such  jwniuvat  m  ti ..  „ 
culties  were  experienced  iu  briu^ug  to  the  Territory  Ub  prescut  ii 
itaitts  from  east  of  the  Miasisaippl  (  but  the  ohstnnei  wfre '•verr 
and  oxi>erteuce shows  tbat  there  the  race  can  t' ■  ■  ■  "'-i  ,  ■■  '  - 
of  persistence  the  removal  thither  of  other  Ii 
The  Pawnees  have  recently  gone  there,  and  s. 
home.  The  Ponca8,andoven  the  Red  Clniid  ^m 
evidencft  that  they  are  ready  forihe  change;  ;iiiii  ii  * 
a  liberal  appropriatian  to  effect  the  removal  of  tb<'s< 
likely  that  within  a  year  or  two,  other  bands  now  on  ; : 
may  also  Ih>  induced  to  remove.  If  theSionznre  jjivij. 
ration  in  that  Territory  for  a  permanent  home,  and  aro  iiiil.d  1  _ 
Gorernment  for  a  fpw  yean*  iu  their  efforts  at  agricniture  and  ■ 
rftising,  I  know  of  no  reason  why  they  may  not.  in  one  geaei 
beoomo  as  far  advnnced  as  are  the  Cherokee^  and  Choctaws  ii  " 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  all  the  Indiann  in  iho  Tnitcd  SU 
l»e  removed  to  the  Indian  Territory ;  but  it  Is  doubtltil  whctlU 
for  mauy  years,  it  will  be  best  to  attempt  to  remove  I 
from  the  region  of  the  great  lakes  or  from  the  PaciUc  cnm 
therefoift  sufigent  that,  for  the  tribes  of  Wisconsin  and  M 
the  wandering  Pembinns  in  Dakota,  the  White  Kartb  i 
best  adapted  as  a  permanent  home.    Containing  f  hlrtysii  t 
well-watered  timber  and  wheat  lands,  it  nlVers  far  iMtter  ( 
fitcilitieit  than  do  other  resen-ntioiis  in  tliOKc  SuiW,  ntid  U  li 
Batoe  latitude  with  them. 
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the  tliroction  of  AgentV^  a     idc  remarkable  progrew. 

imission  now  x'miiu^gr  -    %  ^'•.   ""t  region  bos  been  re- 

quested to  make  such  saup  y    <%.  ^''-'^  •  .y  tbey  mav  deem  wUe. 

Tbe  importanoe  of  refP;\  ///o  ^  a/'  /,?  ^  .  ^  <'on»  w  ahovn  Vy 


the  following  considera  '  ^  %«,,     V    \        

Many  of  the  preaea^^  V^^V^^       <  ''  wv    >  '*''-       '  "  agricnltaml 

puriMMeA;  others  ^      ^^'ok.^'^/.  *V    "^      '■/  ^^•^      \        •^'    ^••'^'y 
all  are  too  small  u^-  <  .  ^%,   \^     \  '  -j         '  -*  for  them 

tooccnpf  in  nr  '^S  \  '^^  \    "'^^,  '  ■.,    '-v "%      ■/•eioote 


and  dittlcult  9^-  \    -j    %,  v      >    '^^?.      Vat 

great  oxi>enr     .  ""^.''-^^S    %    "■      '-    '*■.      "^^ 

IfM  Dume^     A,    •*.  :■.      ••     ^  'a  ■•'..         . 


or  tirnlic' 

cimst/ 

the 


"^     ^^ 


II  u.  ^- 

reuitc 

Byth.  _ 

tli.ii  mncli  ^^  -'-f  V 

vauirih.    Mab^  ^ 

ifihed.    Tlie  a^  «^»n^ 

niuntrj'  occupietl  »..  sX^ 

lUuger  of  violeuce/b.  v'O. 

The  sale  of  liciuom  and  .  ^A^ 

white  men  could  more  eami.  ^^ 

fvir>-  Kuppli(*s  ronld  be  more  «.  "^    > 

force  would  be  required  to  keep  *^  ' 

lw>ing  more  compact,  could  be  moi%  /  ' 

the  ofliccnt  of  the  Government.    Moreu  /e 

thrown  oi)en  to  settlement,  proceeds  of  to 

defniy  nil  es|N«ni«e  of  the  removals. 

ALLOTME!«TS  IX  SKVERALT. 

It  iii  doubtful  whether  any  high  degree  of  civilizsition  issiblo  with- 
out individual  ownership  of  land.  Tbe  records  of  the  imst  and  the 
experience  of  the  present  testifj  that  the  soil  should  be  mndu  scvaro  to 
the  individual  by  all  tbe  guarantees  which  law  can  devise,  and  that 
nothing  less  will  induce  men  to  pot  forth  their  best  exertions  Xo  gen* 
eral  law  exists  which  provides  that  Indians  shall  select  nllutuuMits  iu  sev- 
eralty, and  it  siHODS  to  me  a  matterof  great  moment  that  prc»vi{«i(»n  shoold 
be  motle  not  only  iiermitting,  bat  rcqairiag,  tbe  bead  of  each  Indian  fam- 
ily, to  accept  the  allotineDt  of  a  reasonable  amoont  of  bind,  to  be  the 
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CONSOLIDATION   OP  RESEBVATIOKS. 

Tlin  reservations  npon  wbicli,  iu  my  opiuioo,  tlio  IiiJiiitis  aliouldl 
cotisoliOated,  ara  the  Indinn  Territory,  the  White  Karth  rcsetvoUoar 
UortUern  Miuucsota,  ami  a  reeervatiou  in  the  souUierii  part  of  V 
iiigtoii  Ti'rrltory,  probably  the  Yakarna  rcscrralion,  ir  it  «iboii 
Ibtind  impracticable  to  reinove  the  luJiaus  of  Colorado,  Utab, 
Mexico,  and  Arizona,  to  this  Indiaa  Tenitcr^',  they  might  b«  < 
trated  on  some  suitable  reservation  either  iu  Colorado  or  Arto 

I  am  woll  awaie  that  it  \TilI  take  a  long  time,  mucli  paticat  t 
cousideratile  expense,  to  eflect  this  proposed  consolidatioa  L 
conanlting  with  many  gentlemen  thoronghly  acqnaiutvd  vR_ 
qnestions  and  Indian  character,  I  am  eatisfiou  that  the  utidvrUkl 
be  accompli  shed,     ir  legislation  were  secarcd  giving  the  Vr 
anthority  to  remove  any  tribe  or  band,  or  any  portion  of  a  triUi 
band,  whenever  in  his  judgment  It  was  practicable,  to  any  i 
reservationa   named,  and  if  OoDgress  would  appropriate,  f 
to  year,  a  »um  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  tal^e  advauiagL 
favorable  opportunity  to  make  such  removals,  1  am  coiiSdwull 
years'  trial  would  c-oiiclusively  demonstrate  the  entin-  T'  ■  ■' 
phin.     I  believe  that  alt  the  Indians  in  Kansas,  Neli^; 
and  a  part  at  least  of  those  iu  Wyoming  and  Moutan. 
to  remove  to  the  ludiau  Territory,    There  is  also  gimi 
that  the  Colorado,  AriKona,  and  New  Mesico  Indians,  ati'j  a  | 
an  of  those  iu  Nevada,  could  also  bo  taken  to  that  TerrlLoiy-^ 

Many  of  these  Indfane  are  now  located  ou  lands  utterly  uur 
vatfou,  where  starvation  or  perpetual  8upi>ort  by  tlic  (I 
ouly  alternatives.    It  is  doubtful  whether  e\r:. 
vate  profitably  the  greater  part  of  the  SIoh  \  i 
the  Indian  Territory,  on  the  other  hand,  are  \'< 
and  room  for  more  Indians  than  there  are  in  L  . 

That  the  Indian  sentiment  is  opposed  to  such  rciuu^iil  i>  true. 
cnlties  were  experienced  in  briuging  to  the  Territory  ilB  preaeut  i 
itants  from  east  of  the  Mississippi ;  but  the  obstacles  weio  oyq 
and  exiwrience  shows  that  there  tfio  race  con  thrive.     With  a  " ' 
of  persistence  the  removal  thither  of  other  Indians  cum  also  li 
The  Pawnees  have  recently  gone  there,  and  seem  content  wltu 
home.    Ttie  Poncas,  and  even  the  Red  Cloud  and  Spotted  Tail  8 
evidence  that  they  are  ready  for  the  change ;  andlfCouCM** 
a  liberal  uppropriatian  to  effect  the  removal  of  these  SJoni^ 
likely  that  within  a  year  or  two,  other  bands  now  on  the  Ml« 
may  also  Iw  induced  to  remove.    If  the  ^ionx  arc  given  a  a 
vattnn  iu  that  Territory  for  a  permanent  homo,  uud  aJC  aj^ 
Government  for  a  few  years  in  their  efforts  at  aKricalturA  | 
raising,  I  know  of  no  reason   why  they  may  not,  in  ono  f 
become  as  far  advanced  as  are  the  Cherokccs  and  Cliociaws  q 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  all  the  Indinnn  In  the  0nited  g 
be  removed  to  the  Indian  Territory  j  but  it  Isdonbtftd  whelll . 
for  many  years,  it  will  be  best  to  attempt  to  remove  Indta 
from  the  region  of  the  great  lakes  or  IVom  the  Pocille  coa^ 
therefore  suggest,  that,  for  the  trH)es  of  Wisconsin  aod  Minn 
the  wandering  Pembinas  in  Oaltotn,  the  WJute  Kftrth  rc" 
bestadaptc<l  as  a  permanent  home.    Containing  thirty  six  t 
well-wat«Ted  liml>er  and  whcitt  lands,  it  offers  far  licUer  (_ 
facilities  than  do  other  re«cn*at1oU8  In  those  StAt«e,  oud  te  Iu"iUM>at'0)« 
same  latitude  with  thetn. 
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My  information  in  regard  to  the  proper  reservation  for  the  Indians  on 
the  Pacific  coast  14  less  ^finite,  and  I  have  suggested  the  Yakama 
reservation,  mainly  because  it  is  well  known  that  the  Indians  there, 
nnder  the  direction  of  Af;ept  Withnr,  have  made  remarkable  progress. 
A  commission  now  visiting  the  Indians  in  that  region  has  been  re- 
quested to  make  such  suggestions  00  the  .subject  as  they  mav  deem  wise. 

The  importance  of  reducing  the  number  .of  reservations  is  shown  by 
the  following  considerations: 

Many  of  the  present  resetyes  are  almost  worthless  for  agricultural 
purposes ;  others  are  rich  in  soil^  mineral  wealth,  apd  timber.  Kearly 
all  are  too  small  to  subsist  the  Indians  by  hunting,  and  too  large  for  them 
to  occupy  in  agricultural  and  civilized  pursuits^  Many  are  so  remote 
and  difiElcult  of  access,  that  needed  supplies  can  be  furnished  only  at 
great  expense.  Nearly  all  are  surrounded  by  white  settlers,  more  or 
less  numerous.  Wherever  an  Indian  reservation  has  on  it  good  land, 
or  timber,  or  minerals,  the  cupidity  of  the  white  man  is  excited,  and  a 
constant  stmggleiis  inaugurated  to  dispossess  .the  Indian,  in  which 
the  avarice  and  determination  of  the  white  man  usually  prevails.  The 
length  of  the  boundary-line  between  the  reservations  and  the  contiguous 
white  settlements  amounts  in  the  ag^egate  to  thousands  of  miles,  every 
mile  being  a  point  of  contact  and  difficulty.  This  aggregate  boundai^ 
IS  so  extensive  as  to  render  almost  impossible  the  prevention  of  illicit 
trade  in  arms  and  whisky.  As  now  constituted,  these  reservations  are 
a  refuge  to  the  most  lawless  and  desperate  white  men  in  America.  There 
the  vagabonds,  the  outcasts,  the  criminals,  the  most  immoral  and  licen- 
tious of  the  population  of  the  wtotem  portion  of  the  country  take  np 
their  abode,  because  there  the^  are  practically  bevond  the  reach  and 
operation  of  law,  and  can  live  Uves  of  crime  and  debauchery  with  impu- 
nity and  without  reproach.  Such  men  seriously  obstruct,  if  they  do  not 
render  nugatory,  every  effort  to  give  assistance  to  the  Indians. 

By  the  concentration  of  Indians  on  a  few  reservations,  it  is  obvious 
that  much  of  the  difficulty  now  surrounding  the  Indian  question  will 
vanish,  Many  agencies  now  conducted  at  large  expense  could  be  abol- 
ished. The  aggregate  boundary-lines  between  the  reservations  and 
country  occupied  by  white  people  would  be  greatly  reduced,  and  the 
danger  of  violence,  bloodshed,  and  mutual  wrong  materially  lessened. 
The  sale  of  liquors  and  arm9  could  be  more  effectually  prevented;  bad 
white  men  could  more  easily  be  kept  out  of  the  Indian  country ;  neces- 
sary supplies  could  be  more  cheaply  furnished  z  a  far  smaller  military 
force  would  be  required  to  keep  tne  peace;  ana  generally,  the  Indians, 
being  more  compact,  could  be  more  efficiently  aided  and  controlled  by 
the  officers  of  the  Oovernment.  Moreover,  large  bodies  of  land  would  be 
thrown  open  to  settlement,  proceeds  of  whose  sale  would  be  ample  to 
defray  all  expense  of  the  removals. 

ALLOTXEKTS  I2f  SEVERALTY. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  any  high  degree  of  civilization  is  possible  with- 
out individual  ownership  of  land.  The  records  of  the  past  and  tiio 
experience  of  thp  present  testify  that  the  soil  should  be  made  secure  to 
the  individual  by  all  the  guarantees  which  law  can  devise,  and  that 
nothing  less  will  induce  men  to  put  forth  their  best  exertions  No  gen- 
eral law  exists  which  provides  that  Indians  shall  select  allotments  in  sev- 
eralty, and  it  seems  to  me  a  mattertof  great  moment  that  provi8ion  should 
be  made  not  only  permitting,  but  requiring,  the  head  of  each  Indian  fam- 
ily, to  accept  the  allotment  of  a  reasonable  amount  of  land,  to  be  the 
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property  of  biinself  and  bis  lawful  heirs,  in  liea  of  any  interest  in  any 
common  tribal  possession.  Bach  allotments  sbonld  bo  inalienable  for  at 
least  twenty,  ])erhaps  fifty  years,  and  if  situated  in  a  pennancnt  Indian 
reservation^  should  be  transferable  only  among  Indians. 

I  am  not  unaware  that  this  proposition  will  meet  with  strennoos 
opposition  from  the  Indians  themselves.  Like  the  whites,  they  bare 
ambitious  men,  who  will  resist  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  any  change 
tending  to  reduce  the  authority  which  they  have  acquired  by  penonal 
effort  or  by  inheritance ;  but  it  is  essential  that  these  men  and  their 
claims  should  be  pushed  aside  tind  that  each  individual  should  feel  that 
his  home  is  his  own ;  that  ho  owes  no  allegiance  to  any  great  man  or  to 
any  faction ;  that  he  has  a  direct  personal  interest  in  the  soil  on  which 
he  lives,  and  that  that  interest  will  be  faithfully  protected  for  him  and 
for  his  children  by  the  Government. 

LAW  FOR  INDUNS. 

My  predecessors  have  frequently  called  attention  to  the  startling  fact 
that  we  have  within  oar  midst  275,000  people,  the  least  intelligent  por- 
tion of  our  population,  for  whom  we  provide  no  law,  either  for  ^eir 
protection  or  for  the  punishment  of  crime  committed  among  themselvea. 
Civilization  even  among  white  men  could  not  long  exist  withont  the 
guarantees  whdch  law  idone  affords  |  yet  onr  Indians  arc  remitted  by  a 
great  civilized  government  to  the  control,  if  control  it  can  be  called,  of  Uie 
rude  regulations  of  petty,  ignorant  tribes.  Year  after  year  we  expend 
millions  of  dollars  for  these  people  in  the  fhint  hope  that,  withont  law, 
we  can  civilize  them.  That  hope  has  been,  to  a  great  degree,  a  long 
disappointment ;  and  year  after  year  we  repeat  the  folly  of  the  past  That 
the  benevolent  efforts  and  purposes  of  the  Government  have  proved  9o 
largely  fruitless,  is,  in  my  Judgment,  due  more  to  its  failure  to  make 
these  people  amenable  to  onr  laws  than  to  any  other  canse,  or  to  all 
other  cansee  combined. 

1  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  at  once  to  extend  over  Indian 
reservations  the  jurisdiction  of  Uni^  States  courts,  and  to  declare  fliat 
each  Indian  in  the  United  States  shall  occupy  the  same  relation  to  law 
that  a  white  man  does.  An  Indian  shonld  be  given  to  nnderstand  that 
no  ancient  custom,  no  tribal  regulation,  will  shield  him  from  Just  pnn- 
ishment  for  crime ;  and  also  that  he  will  be  effectually  protected,  by  the 
authority  and  power  of  the  Oovemment,  in  his  life,  liberty,  property,  and 
character,  as  certlunly  as  if  he  were  a  white  man.  There  can  be  no  donbt 
of  the  power  of  Congress  to  do  this,  and  snrely  the  intelligent  Committees 
on  Indian  Affairs  of  the  Senate  and  House  can  readily  propose  legish&> 
tion  which  will  accomplish  this  most  desirable  result  I  regard  this 
suggestion  as  by  far  the  most  important  which  I  have  to  make  in  this 
report 

Since  onr  Government  was  organized  two  questions,  or  rather  two 
classes  of  questions,  have  transcended  all  others  in  importance  and  dif- 
flcidty,  viz,  the  relations  of  the  Government  and  the  white  people  to 
the  negroes  and  to  the  Indians.  The  negro  question  has  doubtless 
absorbed  more  of  public  attention,  aroused  more  intense  feeling,  and 
cost  our  people  more  blood  and  treasure  than  any  other  question,  if  not 
all  others  combined.  That  question,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  is  settled  forever 
in  the  only  way  in  which  its  settlement  was  possible— by  the  Ihll  admis* 
sion  of  the  negro  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizenship.  27ext 
>i  importance  comes  the  Indian  question,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 

at  our  Indian  wars  have  cost  us  more  than  all  the  foreign  irars 
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in  vbich  our  Government  has  been  en|[aged.  It  is  time  that  some  solu- 
tion of  this  TThole  Indian  problem,  demivoi  satisfactory,  jast,  and  final, 
should  be  found.  In  my  ^adfiniient  it  can  be  reached  only  by  a  process 
similar  to  that  pursued  with  the  negroes. 

In  the  three  propositions  above  stated,  will,  I  believe,  be  found  the 
true  and  final  settlement  of  this  jierplezing  sut|ject  However  efficient 
may  be  the  administration  of  the  Indian  Office,  and  however  faithful  the 
laborsof  its  agents  and  their  subordinates,  I  have  litUehopeof  any  marked 
degree  of  success  until  the  above  suggertions  are  substantially  adopted 
as  a  permanent  Indian  policy.  If  Congress  concludes  to  act  on  these 
suggestions,  laws  should  be  passed  at  the  coming  session  to  extend  the 
jarisdiction  of  the  courts  over  all  Indians,  and  to  provide  for  the  allot- 
ment of  lands  in  severalty  in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  on  such  other 
reservations  as  may  be  selected  as  permanent;  and  an  appropriation 
should  be  made  with  which  to  begin  the  removal  of  Indians  to  their  per- 
manent homes. 

I  trust  I  mav  be  pardoned  for  stating  that  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
fandamental  difficulty  in  our  relations  hitherto  with  Indians  has  been 
the  want  of  a  well-defined,  dearly-understood,  persistent  porpose  on  tiie 
part  of  the  Oovemment.  Indian  affairs  have  heretofore  oeen  managed 
largely  by  the  application  of  mere  temporaiy  expedients  in  a  fragmen- 
tary and  dii^ointed  manner.  For  a  hundred  years  the  United  States 
has  been  wrestling  with  the  ^^  Indian  question,"  but  has  never  had  an 
Indian  policy.  The  only  thing  yet  done  by  the  Oovemment  in  reffud 
to  the  Indians  which  seems  to  have  been  permanent  and  Ihr-reacmng 
in  its  scope  and  purpose,  is  the  dedication  of  the  Indian  Territory  as 
the  final  home  for  the  race.  Surely  it  is  time  that  a  policy  should  be 
determined  od,  which  shall  be  fhlly  understood  by  the  Government,  the 
people,  and  the  Indians.  We  cannot  afford  to  allow  this  race  to  perish 
without  making  an  honest  effort  to  save  it  We  cannot  afford  to  keep 
them  in  our  midst  as  vagabonds  and  paupers. 

I  appeal  to  the  statesmen  of  the  country  to  give  to  this  subject  their 
earnest  attention ;  the  sooner  it  is  settled  on  some  wise  and  comprdien- 
sive  principle  the  better  for  all  concerned.  We  have  despoiled  the  In- 
dians of  their  rich  huntiag-grounds,  thereby  depriving  them  of  tb,^ 
ancient  means  of  support.  Onght  we  not  and  sbau  we  not  give  them  at 
least  a  secure  home,  and  the  cheap  but  priceless  benefit  of  just  and  equi- 
table laws  ! 

TUB  INDIAN  raSBBITOBT. 

Affairs  in  the  Indian  Territory  are  both  complicated  and  embarrass- 
ing. By  treaty  the  Government  has  ceded  to  the  so-called  civilized 
tribes,  the  Cherokces,  Ghoctaws,  Chickasaws,  Creeks,  and  Seminoles, 
a  section  of  country  altogether  disproportionate  in  amount  to  their 
needs.  The  Gherokees  number  about  13,000,  and  own  5,031,351  acres,  or 
279^  acres  to  each  person.  The  10,000  Ghoctaws  have  an  average  of  418 
acres  to  each  person ;  the  0,000  Ghickasaws,  an  average  of  776  acres ; 
the  13,000  Greeks,  an  average  of  217  acres,  and  the  2,438  Semimries,  an 
average  of  82  acres.  In  the  aggregate,  for  a  population  of  55,438  persons 
there  are  set  apart  20,784,300  acres,  or  an  average  of  375  acres  for  each 
individual — an  area  nearly  equal  to  the  area  of  the  State  of  Indiana 
for  a  population  not  much  greater  than  th&t  of  many  agricultural  conn- 
ties  in  we  Eastern  or  Middle  States. 

No  doubt  a  considerable  portion  of  land  in  each  reservation  is  unsuit- 
able for  tillage,  but  most  of  it  is  valuable  for  grasing,  and  the  amount 
susceptible  ox  cultivation  must  be  many  fold  greater  than  can  ever  be 


670  FAPEBS  ACCOMPANmrO  TH£ 

cnltivated  by  the  labor  of  the  Indians.  Bat  the  Indians  chum,  it  is  on- 
derstood,  that  they  hold  their  lands  by  sanctions  so  solemn  that  it  woold 
be  a  gross  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the  CrOTemment  to  take  away 
any  portion  thereof  without  their  consent ;  and  that  consent  they  ap- 
parently propose  to  withhold.  The  qaestion  is  thus  directly  raised 
whether  an  extensive  section  of  fertile  country  is  to  be  aUowed  to  remain 
for  an  indefinite  period  practically  an  nncnltivated  waste,  or  whether 
the  (}ovemment  shall  determine  to  rednce  the  size  of  the  reserration^. 

The  qjiestion  U  plainly  a  difKcnlt  one,  and  should  be  considered  with 
calmness,  and  a  fidl  purpose  to  do  no  injustice  to  the  Indians.  Any 
opinion  thereon  is  ventured  with  hesitani^  on  my  part ;  but  I  cannot 
but  believe  that  public  policy  ^U  soon  require  the  disposal  of  a  large 
portion  of  these  uinds  to  the  Government,  for  the  occupant  either  of 
other  tribes  of  Indians  or  of  white  people.  There  is  a  very  genead  and 
growing  opinion  that  observance  of  the  strict  letter  of  treaties  with 
Indians  is  in  many  cases  at  variance  boUi  with  their  own  best  interests 
and  with  sound  public  policy.  Public  necessity  must  ultimately  beoome 
supreme  law ;  and  in  my  opinion  their  highest  good  will  require  these 
people  to  take  ample  allotments  of  lands  in  severalty,  (to  be  fnaUeaable 
for  at  least  twenty  years,  and  then  only  among  Inoians,)  and  to  sur- 
render the  remainder  of  their  lauds  to  uie  United  States  Government 
for  a  fair  equivalent  Upon  the  lands  thus  surrendered^  other  Indians 
should  be  located  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  should  be  given  allotments 
under  the  same  restrictions. 

From  the  recommendation  above  made,  it  must  not  be  underBtood 
to  be  either  the  poli<7  or  purpose  of  this  office  to  in  any  way  encourege 
the  spirit  of  rapacity  which  demands  the  throwing  open  of  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory  to  white  settlement.  That  country  was  set  apart,  half  a  century 
ago,  as  the  home  of  the  Indians.  The  eastern  and  better  portion  con- 
tains sufficient  room  for  all  the  Indians  now  there,  and  aU  who  will  ever 
remove  thither.  The  true  way  to  socare  its  perpetual  oocnpancy  by 
Indians  is  to  fill  it  up  with  other  Indians,  to  give  them  lands  in  sev- 
eralty, and  to  provide  a  government  strong  and  intelligent  enough  to 
protect  them  effectually  from  any  and  all  encroachments  on  the  port  of 
the  whites. 

OOVESIfMEMT  FOB  TH£  INPIAK  TSBBITOKY. 

The  anomalous  form  of  government,  if  government  it  can  be  calledt 
at  present  existing  in  the  Indian  Territory  must  soon  be  changed.  In 
some  shape  or  other  those  Indians  mnst  be  brought  under  law  and  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  courts.  The  idea  that  that  Territory  is  to  consist  for- 
ever  of  a  collection  of  little  independent  or  semiindependent  nation- 
alities is  preposterous.  If  thirty  or  fifty  thousand  white  men  remove 
and  settle  in  any  part  of  the  West,  the  United  States  extends  over  them 
its  laws  and  establishes  a  territorial  government,  preparatory  to  its  ad- 
mission into  the  Union  as  a  State j  and  it  can  be  neither  a  hardship  nor 
an  injustice  to  the  tribes  in  the  Indian  Territory,  if,  recognizing  their 
right  to  ample  compensation  for  the  surrender  of  lands  ^vhich  they  do 
not  need,  we  place  them  on  a  par  with  white  men  before  the  law. 

Any  such  change  would  undoubtedly  be  resisted  by  many  among  the 
Indians  themselves.  In  the  sacnlled  '<  nations  "  are  a  number  of  edu- 
cated, intelligent,  ambitious  men,  who  under  the  present  system  are 
leaders  of  their  people,  controlling  their  affairs  and  the  expenditure  of 
their  revenue.  They  very  naturally  deprecate  any  change  which  will 
endanger  such  power.    They  argue  with  great  earnestness  that  the 

^option  of  a  territorial  form  of  government  would  be  followed  by  an 
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iDflnx  of  wbito  men  iuto  tbo  Torritory,  and  that  th6  ultimate  result 
to  the  Fudbna  would  bo  dispossession  of  homes,  and  pauperism.  Buoh 
a  ]K)Ssibility  could,  however,  be  averted  by  an  lUlotment  of  land  to 
eaeh  Indian,  made  inalienable  to  white  men,  and  by  providing  that  no 
white  man  should  become  a  citizen  of  the  Territory,  or  own  or  lease  any 
real  estate  therein. 

As  to  the  particular  form  of  government  for  the  Indian  Terrltorvi  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  no  better  system  can  be  devised  than  that 
suggested  by  my  predecessor  in  the  last  annual  report  of  this  ofQce,  as 
follows : 

<<  The  need  of  this  Territorv  to-day  is  a  government  of  the  simplest 
form  possible ;  and.  in  my  Indgment,  a  government  similar  to  that  pro- 
vided for  ^  the  territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  nver 
Ohio,'  (Stat,  at  L.,  vol.  1,  page  51,)  preliminary  to  the  organization  of 
a  general  assembly,  would,  I  think,  hd  the  best  adapted  for  the  Indian 
Territory  at  present,  both  on  account  of  its  simplicity  and  of  its  econ- 
omy. It  consisted  of  a  governor,  a  secretary,  and  judges,  who  had 
power  to  adopt  and  publish  in  the  Territory  such  laws  of  the  United 
States,  criminal  and  oiviL  as  were  fonnd  necessary  and  best  suited  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  Territory,  said  laws  to  be  reported  to  Congress 
from  time  to  time,  and  to  be  in  force  in  said  Territory  unless  disapproved 
by  that  body ;  the  governor  bAbo  to  have  power  to  appoint  magistrates 
and  other  necessaiy  civil  oi&cers. 

*<  The  anomalous  state  of  soeial  and  political  tdtgin  in  this  Territory 
renders  some  such  fbrm  of  government  as  above  set  forth  much  bettcur 
adapted  to  the  circumstances  and  necessities  of  the  case  than  an  dec- 
tive  and  representative  government  oould  possibly  be  for  several  years. 
Of  the  seventy-one  thousand,  all  but  seven  thousand  have  attained  to 
such  a  degree  of  civilization  as  to  be  capable  of  appreciating  and  profit- 
ing by  a  government  of  this  character,  and  the  remainder  being  the 
wilder  and  wholly  uneducated  tribes  oomd  be  readily  brought  to  feel  its 
force  in  restraint  and  education.  On  the  other  hand  an  elective  govern- 
ment for  these  people  would  brines  together  representatives  from  thirty- 
five  different  tribes,  and  any  legislation  or  any  discussion  to  be  made 
intelligible  must  be  translated  into  as  many  different  tongues.  But  a  • 
more  serious  and  I  think  more  fatal  objection  would  be  found  in  the 
sectional  and  tribal  jealousies,  which  have  their  strength  in  proportion 
to  the  ignorance  of  a  people,  and  among  these  thirty-five  tribes  would 
render  most  if  not  all  the  enactments  of  such  a  representative  body 
practically  of  no  avail  to  govern  its  people  or  enforce  its  laws. 

^^  I  believe  the  simple  form  of  government  above  suggested  can  be 
made  strong  and  effective,  and  will  prevent  the  experiment  of  a  confed- 
erated self-government,  for  which  the  Indians  are  not  prepared,  and 
which  would  be  sure  to  result  in  anarchy  and  strife. 

'<  Great  care  should  be  taken,  however,  that  this  government  be  so 
restricted  in  its  powers  that  its  sole  ftmction  shall  be  to  make  and  ad- 
minister law  for  the  prevention  of  intrusion,  the  protection  of  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  Indians  as  against  all  outside  parties,  and  to  define 
the  rights  and  enforce  the  obligations  of  the  Indians  as  among  them- 
selves; and  this  government  should  be  strictly  prohibited  from  any 
attempt  to  confer  rights  or  privileges  upon  any  corporation  whatever, 
or  upon  any  individual  other  than  the  lawful  members  of  the  Indian 
tribes.  By  this  method  I  deem  it  entirely  feasible  by  appropriate  legis- 
lation to  provide  an  efUcieiit  government  for  the  Territory,  to  the  great 
benefit  of  the  people  governed,  without  encroaching  upon  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  individuals. 
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"  If,  liowcver,  it  shall  bo  deemed  iuexi>cdicnt  to  [)rovitlo  audi 
ernmetit  oa  accoant  of  treaty  stlpulntious  tliat  eacli  separate  tiibe  j 
govern  itself,  tlieo  I  \roiild  respectfully  recommend  the  cstabllahmcil 
a>  United  States  court  within  the  boundary  of  the  Territory,  with  i 
u  force  of  inarabals  as  ghall !«  snfflcient  for  the  execution  of  tlio  pre 
of  court  without  calling  for  troops  to  act  as  posse. 

"  These  Indians  occnpy  a  most  interesting  and  important  position  in 
the  history  of  the  country.  They  ought  not  to  be  left  the  prey  of  tlw 
worst  influence  which  can  be  brought  to  them  in  the  life  anU  oximpls 
of  the  meanest  white  men.  They  descrTO  each  guurdiansbip  and  can 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  as  will  secure  for  Uiem  the  powcrfoi  aid 
to  elevation  which  comes  from  the  presence  of  law.^ 

I  recommeud  this  guhject  to  the  consideration  of  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary, with  the  hope  that  ho  will  invite  the  scrions  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  grave  questions  involved. 

DEFICHaiClES. 

Owing  to  inadetjuate  appropriations,  deficiencies  have  occurred  a 
ally  for  four  years  past,  the  largest  being  in  18T3-'74.  Of  thittOKgn. 
dcliciency  056,31X92  has  never  been  covered  by  appropriation.  ~ 
estimate  for  this  amount  (incorporated  in  H.  It.  Ex.  Doc  No.  151}  £o 
to  receive  action  by  Congress  at  its  last  session.  This  sum  is  comp( 
mainly  of  small  amounts  due  to  a  large  number  of  iudividQala  (br  m 
a^  employes,  or  for  supplies  actually  furnished  to  Indians.  The  ac 
upon  examination  are  fonnd  to  be  con'ect  and  just,  and  recomniwda- 
tion  is  made  that  legislation  bonrgediu  behalf  of  the  ctaimODts,  who  are 
Buffering  both  hardship  and  iDjusticc  by  prolonged  delay  iu  payment. 

The  deficiencies  created  during  the  .^car  by  inadequat^^  appropriations 
for  the  Sioux  and  Apaches  were  met  by  appropriations  by  Cougress  at 
its  last  session,  and  so  far  as  I  can  now  judge  there  will  he  no  deilcieoQ^ 
la  be  reporte<l  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  ISTC,  except  an  amoant 
of  $3,184.5^,  being  a  balance  due  on  contract  for  the  constmctioQ  of  a 
saw  and  grist  mill  iu  Oregon,  which  item  is  embraced  in  tbo  anaai' 
estimate  of  appropriations  required  for  the  Indian  servicu  for  the  Am 
year  ending  Juno  30, 1871}. 

lUE  SIOUX  WAE. 

For  several  years  past  a  camp  of  Sioux  on  the  Yellowetouo  Hirer  b 
been  known  as  the  northern,  or  hostile,  or  nou-treaty  Sioox,  or  n. 
commonly  as  Sitting  Bull'it  band.     They  are  iu  no  ttciise  a  roco^f|i 
baud  or  branch  of  tbo  great  Sioux  Xation,  hut  cousist  of  reprcaenlatif 
from  all  the  bands,  who  have  rallied  around  one  as  their  leader  i 
claims  never  to  have  been  parly  (o  any  treaty  with  the  United  Stat, 
and  who  styles  himself  chief  of  the  followerH  whom  his  ijcrnoual  poWL   . 
and  avowed  hostdity  to  civilization  and  the  United  Stutcs  Uoverument 
have  attracted  around  bim.    This  camp  at  lant  became  a  rallyiog-point 
for  malcontents  from  tbo  varioua  agencies ;  a  paradise  for  those  vrht 
tired  of  Govenimeut  beef  and  restless  tinder  agencj  rcntraint,  were  vt 
turesomo  euough  to  resort  again  to  their  old  life  by  the  chase ;  a  field— 
glory  for  the  joung  braves  whose  reputation  for  prowess  was  yet  to! 
made ;  and  sn  asylum  for  outlaws  ouiong  the  Indians  themselres,  vm 
fleeiug  thither,  might  escape  retribution  for  crime.  j" 

Havins  their  beudquarters  iu  the  center  of  the  bnlTalo-coaDtryf  ■ 
rounded  l»y  abuudance  of  game,  independent  of  the  aid  of  Uu^      ' 
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ment,  scornmg  its  authority,  defying  its  power,  and  deriding  its  Army, 
these  desperadoes  have  skillfnlly  and  saccessfnlly  evaded  the  frontier- 
garrisons  and  roamed  at  will  over  the  plains  of  Western  Dakota  and  por 
ions  of  Montana  and  Wyoming,  not  only  plundering,  robbing,  and  fre- 
quently taking  the  lives  of  settlers,  but  extending  their  hostilities  to 
every  tribe  of  Indians  in  their  vicinity  friendly  to  the  United  States. 

That  the  Grows,  the  Shoshones,Banriacks,  Arickarees,  Mandans,I7tes, 
and  tiie  Blackfeet  ITation  have  braved  all  threats  and  resisted  all  induce- 
ments offered  by  these  adventurers,  and,  in  spite  of  repeated  losses  by 
depredation,  have  steadfastly  adhered  to  their  friendship  to  the  Govern- 
ment, has  sufficiently  proved  their  loyalty;  but  their  pathway  to  civili- 
zation has  been  seriously  obstructed.  An  Indian  cannot  be  taught  to 
work  with  hoe  in  one  hand  and  gun  in  the  other ;  and  repeated  examples 
of  unpunished  marauding  beget  restlessness  and  want  of  confidence  in 
the  Government  and  increased  rekictance  to  adopt  the  white  man's 
ways. 

The  number  of  this  so-called  band  was  estimated  last  winter  to  be  not 
over  3,000.  From  this  number  not  more  than  six  or  eight  hundred  war- 
riors could  have  been  mustered.  Becognizing  not  only  the  irreparable 
damage  to  settlements  caused  by  these  desperadoes,  but  also  their  dis- 
astrous influence  in  retarding  civilization  among  the  friendly  tribes,  and 
the  demoralizing  effect  of  their  proximity  in  promoting  an  uneasy  feeling 
among  the  reservation  Sioux,  and  in  affording  a  refuge  for  criminals,  the 
Department,  in  December  last,  decided  to  make  a  final  attempt  to  induce 
these  Indians  to  come  into  their  agencies,  and  issued  an  order  requiring 
them  to  go  upon  their  reservations  by  the  31st  of  January  last,  or  be 
regarded  as  hostile  and  turned  over  to  the  military. 

To  this  order,  communicated  by  couriers  from  the  several  agencies,  no 
regard  was  paid.  The  General  and  Lieutena  nt-G^neral  of  the  Army  were 
of  opinion  that  a  movement  against  the  <<  hostUes"  undertaken  in  the 
winter  would  be  entirely  practicable,  for  which  none  but  the  regular 
troops  stationed  in  that  part  of  the  country  would  be  needed ;  and  on 
the  1st  of  February  these  Indians  were  accordingly  turned  over  to  the 
War  Department  for  appropriate  action  by  the  Army. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  Sitting  Bull's  retainers  by  accessions 
Irom  the  agency  Sipux,  already  alluded  to,  and  the  terrible  slaughter  of 
our  forces  under  General  Custer,  the  details  of  which  are  familiar  to  the 
public,  have  extended  throughout  the  year  what  was  expected  be  a 
campaign  of  but  few  weeks'  duration.  It  is  hoped  that  the  coming 
winter-campaign,  for  which  extensive  preparations  are  now  in  progress, 
will  result  in  the  unconditional  surrender  and  entire  submission  of  these 
Sioox,  and  that  this  will  be  known  hereafter  as  the  last  Indian  war. 

THE  SIOUX  C03IMISSI0N. 

In  the  last  Indian  appropriation  act,  $20,000  was  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing from  the  Sioux  Indians  the  relinquishment  of  ^^  all  right  and  claim 
to  any  country  outside  of  the  boundaries  of  the  peHnanent  reservation 
eatablid]^  by  the  treaty  of  1868  for  saiid  Indians,  and  also  so  much 
of  their  said  permanent  reservation  as  lies  west  of  the  one  hundred 
and  third  meridian  of  longitude,"  and  to  secure  '^  a  grant  of  conven- 
ient and  accessible  way  over  said  reservation  to  the  country  thus  ceded, 
for  wagon  and  other  roads,  from  points  on  the  Missouri  River,  in  all  not 
more  ^wjol  thnee  in  number."  The  act  further  provides  tbattho  Indians 
hereafter  shall  receive  their  supplies  at  such  places  on  their  said  reser- 
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vation  iu  tbu  viciaity  of  Uic  Itlissouri  iiWar  ns.  ttiu  PrefUileuC  ^ 
Date ;  iind  also,  tliat  "  no  further  appropriatJoti  for  said  Sioq 
for  subststonce  shall  hereafter  be  mndv  until  soma  8ti|nita( 
mcnt,  or  nrran^aiCDt  shall  hav<4  benu  eittt;Te<!  into  by  aa 
with  the  PresiUeat  of  the  Uiiitetl  States  which  i«  (^i::ulat( 
sipiecl  to  eoable  said  ladiaus  to  bocoint-  stilf-supi)ortiuf!5 

In  pnrsaaacti  of  tho  proviBiODR  rvfcrrod  tu,  nconiiiiissiou  was apiwiLu 
in  Augnst  latit.  coiisistiug  of  Hoii.  George  W.  K[im\'p(-'iuiv,  Bi^iiopS 
B.  Whipple,  Hon.  A.  S.  Gaylord,  Hon.  H.  C.  Bulis,  Uon.  Newtoo  TT 
muiids,  Col.  A.  U.  Boouc,  aod  Dr.  J.  W.  Sanieis,  trbii  |>tuc(.-cU(^  I 
luodiatety  to  the  Bed  Cloud  and  Spotted  Tail  iifteociui,  for  the  purp' 
of  securing  from  the  Indians  Che  agreement  vonlemplatcd  iu  iJio  ab^ 
named  act.  The  commission  have  iiot  yet  submittMl  their  report,  I 
it  is  nnderstood  that  their  mission  has  been  .siiL-civwfuU  f 

For  the  purpose  of  providing  some  auitablu  location  to  enablu^ 
Indtniia  to  becomu  self-snpportiDg,  the  commisKion  wm  instj'actiM 
consider,  the  propriety  of  securing  the  assent  of  tho  Indiaos  to  ll 
removal  to  the  Indian  Territory.  Having  iiidiuatvd  ii  williu^^oe 
consider  the  question  of  removal,  a  dck-gatiou  of  Sious  are  aow 
route  to  the  Indian  Territory  to  examine  the  country  and  makv 

The  report  of  the  commission,  aa  soon  as  received  by  this  oDlou,  wfff'' 
bo  forwarded  to  the  honorable  Secretary,  to  be  submitted  to  (Jongreas 
for  its  action. 


It  will  bo  remembered  thattlie  viait  of  a  delegation  nf  Sions  toT 
iugton,  in  May,  1875,  resulted  iu  an  agreement  whereby,  iu  coQgldcra- 
lion  of  the  sum  of  $25,000  appropriated  by  CoUKTess,  tliey  surrendoatd 
their  treaty-privilege  of  huutiug  iii  Nebraska.    They  were  also  luducrt   1 
to  relinquish  such  claim  as  they  possessed  to  that  portion  of  Kebi 
lying  south  of  the  south  divide  of  the  Niobrara  Uiver,  which,  by  the  U 
of  the  treaty  of  l.WS, "  should  be  held  and  conHidered  uncedfKl  1q^ 
territory,  and  no  white  person  or  persons  should  be  permitted  Uj  a 
apon  or  occnpy  any  portion  of  the  same,  or  vritbnut  the  consent  of  | 
Indians  flrnt  had  and  obtained,  should  pass  through  the  same." 

The  Sioux,  never  having  made  a  clear  distinction  between  tlie  ti 
tory  described  Ity  the  treaty  of  1S6S  as  neatnil  and  that  desigoRU 
their  permanent  reservation,  were  very  unwilling  to  accede  to  the  fl ' 
of  the  Department,  and  consented  to  the  cession  of  tkeir  righta  in  J 
abov©-de8cril)od  territory  only  on  receiving  the  pledge,  given  by  the  ^ 
jetary  of  the  Interior,  that  their  request  for  an  additional  *23,0" 
consideration  of  snch  cession  shonid  be  presented  to  L'ougresR. 

This  claim  failed  to  be  considered  by  Congress  at  its  last  a 

The  Indian  mind  seems  incapable  of  discriminating  between  a  proa 

to  present  a  claim  to  Congress  and  a  promise  to  pay  the  amount  of  ihe  J 
claim,  and  thecommLssion  recently  charged  with  ublainiug  farther  uoocM- 
siODS  from  the  Sionx  were  met  at  every  agency  witli  comiilaiuta  of  t' 
failure  of  the  Government  to  fnlHll  what  the  liidians  eoD^idi^r  its  a  ' 
pledge.     Iu  view  of  the  above,  and  of  the  importance  of  the  negotiatil 
now  pending,  I  trust  that  Congress  will  give  this  matter  favorable  d 
sideration  at  its  next  session.    The  expenditure,  at  their  own  reiiDi!  ~ 
the  425,000  already  receivetl  in  the  purchase  of  cows,  horses,  hai 
and  wagons  for  the  Sioux  is  a  gnarantet?  that  the  amount  hereafb 
be  appropriated  will  be  of  direct  assistance  to  theOovemmcntii 
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ing  oat  its  purposes  for  their  civilization,  as  indicated  by  the  effort  now 
being  made  to  sccore  their  settlement  in  the  Indian  Territory. 

I9EZ  F£BC£  COMMISSION. 

A  commission  consisting  of  D.  H.Jerome,  esq.,  of  Michigan :  Brig.  Gen. 
O.  O.  Howard,  U.  8.  A.;  Maj.  H.  Clay  Wood,  A.  A.  G.,  U.  S.  A.;  Will, 
iam  Stickney,  esq.,  of  Washington,  and  A.  O.  Barstow,  esq.,  of  JKhode 
Island,  has  been  appointed  daring  the  present  month  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  to  inquire  into  the  status  and  claims  of  the  so-calied 
non-treaty  Nez  Percys,  and  to  effect  a  settlement  on  a  permanent  basis 
of  the  difficulties  existing  between  them  and  settlers.  These  difficulties 
have  arisen  mainly  from  intrusion  by  settlers  upon  the  Wallowa  Valley, 
Oregon,  which  the  Nez  Perc6  chief,  Joseph,  claims  as  unceded  Indian 
territory,  and  have  been  aggravated  by  the  recent  murder  by  white  men 
of  one  of  Joseph's  band. 

The  commission  is  also  authorized  to  visit  roving  bands  in  Idaho  and 
Washington  Territories,  with  a  view  to  placing  them  upon  reservations ; 
and  have  been  requested  to  take  Into  careful  consideration  the  subject 
of  rediucing  by  consolidation  the  number  of  reservations  in  Idaho  and 
Washington  Territories  and  Oregon. 

BEMOVAL  OF  THE  FONOAS. 

Steps  are  being  taken  for  the  removal  of  the  Poncas  firom  their  present 
location  in  the  southeastern  corner  of  Dakota  to  the  Indian  Territory. 
Their  exposure  to  raids  from  the  Sioux,  whose  hostility  arises  from  the 
£Ei6t  that  the  Poncas  are  on  lands  claimed  originally  by  the  Sioux  and 
included  in  their  permanent  reservation,  has  hitherto  been  a  serious 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  progress  in  civilized  life  which  they  seem  dis- 
posed to  make.  It  is  believed  that  when  the  necessity  of  ^ving  a  large 
share  of  attention  to  self-defense  is  removed  they  will  readily  come  into 
a  condition  of  self-support  by  agriculture. 

The  proposed  removal  will  not  only  benefit  the  Poncas,  but  the  re- 
serve thus  vacated  will  offer  a  suitable  home  for  some  of  the  wild  bands 
of  Sioux,  where,  with  a  set  of  agency-buildings,  100  Indian  houses,  and 
500  acres  of  improved  land  to  start  with,  the  experiment  of  their  civili- 
zation may  be  tried  to  advantage. 

For  this  removal,  conditioned  on  the  consent  of  the  Poncas,  Congress 
at  its  last  session  appropriated  $25,000.  If  the  efforts  now  being  made 
to  gain  such  consent  are  successful,  the  move  will  be  commenced  early 
in  the  spring.  The  above-named  sum  will  not,  however,  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  their  removal,  and  purchase  from  other  tribes  the  land  on  which 
they  shall  be  located,  and  provide  for  the  outlay  necessary  to  establish 
them  in  such  a  way  as  fairly  to  reimburse  them  for  improvements  sur- 
rendered }  and  I  most  earnestly  hope  that  such  additional  provision  will 
be  made  as  will  enable  the  office  to  give  them  a  fair  start  in  their  new 
location. 

BEHOVAL  OF  THE  OHIBIOAHUA  APAOHES. 

It  is  with  gratification  that  I  am  able  to  report  the  abolition  ef  the 
Chiricahua  feservation  in  Southeastern  Arizona  and  the  removal  of  a 
majority  of  the  Indians  belonging  thereto  to  the  San  Carlos  reserve. 
That  this  move,  though  undertaken  with  grave  apprehension,  was  accom- 
plished without  difficulty  is  due  in  large  measure  to  the  hearty  support 
and  co-operation  afibrded  the  office  by  the  governor  of  Arizona  and  the 
general  commanding  the  department. 

Up  to  April  last,  the  Chiricahua  Apaches  kept  the  pledge  made  by 
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their  chief.  Cochise,  to  (General  Howard  in  1872,  so  for  as  regards  tbc 
citizens  oi  the  United  States.  It  is  reported,  however,  that  Taid>. 
more  or  less  ireqaent,  in  which  the  Chiricahuas  have  been  assisted  bv 
<'  visitors  "  from  other  reservations,  and  by  renegades,  have  beea  mad^^ 
over  the  border  into  Mexico,  especially  in  the  State  of  Sonora.  Tb*. 
fastnesses  of  the  moantains  which  constitated  the  Ghiricahoa  reserve 
afforded  special  facilities  for  saccessfal  marauding,  and  the  reports  i*:' 
losses  by  citizens  of  Mexico  from  Indian  incnrsions  are  confirmed  by 
report  of  Special  Commissioner  Williams. 

In  March  last  a  quarrel,  resulting  in  the  death  of  two  men  and  a 
grandchild  of  old  Cochise,  caused  a  separation  in  what  is  known  a^ 
Cochise's  band  of  Chiricahuas.  Most  of  them  under  Taza,  son  and  suc- 
cessor of  Cochise,  came  into  the  agency ;  the  others,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Skinya,  remained  in  the  Dragoon  Mountains.  On  the  7th  of 
April,  a  few  of  Skinya's  followers,  while  under  the  influence  of  liquor, 
murdered  Messrs.  Bogers  and  Spence,  station-keepers  at  Sulphur  Sprinps 
twenty-six  miles  from  the  agency,  and  proceeded  to  San  Pedro  Biver 
settlement,  fifteen  miles  above  Tres  Alamos,  where  they  killed  one 
ranchman  and  wounded  another,  stole  four  horses,  and  then  fled  to  the 
San  Jos6  Mountains,  fifteen  miles  north  of  the  Mexican  lino,  where  the 
band  took  a  strong  position,  from  which,  on  the  following  day,  a  detach- 
ment of  United  States  cavalry  was  unable  to  dislodge  them.  The 
attacking  party  were  met  by  a  furious  fire  from  an  unseen  foe,  and  were 
obliged  to  retreat  with  the  loss  of  one  man. 

^Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  Chiricahuas  had  repeatedly  refused 
to  listen  to  any  proposition  looking  toward  removal,  had  never  heez 
disarmed,  and  could  easily,  as  in  years  past,  find  almost  impregnable 
I>08itions  in  their  mountain-home,  it  was  decided  to  attempt  a  penna 
nent  settlement  of  all  difficulties  by  abolishing  their  reservation  an^ 
removing  the  Indians  elsewhere. 

On  receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  the  outbreak  at  Chiricahua,  a  forvv 
of  233  Indians^  who  expressed  their  willingness  to  co-operate  with  the 
military  or  civil  attthorities  in  an  expedition  against  the  Chiri<abaa.<< 
was  organized  b^  the  San  Carlos  agent  from  the  various  bands  at  bus 
agency.  To  assist  Agent  Clum,  who  was  charged  with  this  undertak- 
ing, the  commanding  general  famished  arms  for  300  Indian  scouts  anil 
police  from  San  Carlos  and  detailed  twelve  companies  of  United  Statt'> 
cavalry ;  but  before  any  of  them  had  reached  the  agency,  Tazat  had  It^: 
his  band  against  the  outlaws,  who  were  endeavoring  to  induce  him  ti' 
join  them  in  hostilities,  and  had  killed  their  leader  and  six  others.  XLc 
next  day,  June  5,  a  council  was  hold,  in  which  Taza  and  two  otherpriu 
cipal  men  consented  to  remove,  and  on  the  12di  of  June  Agent  Uluci 
conveyed  to  San  Carlos,  under  the  escort  of  his  Indian  police,  325  lu 
dians,  most  of  whom  belonged  to  what  was  the  Cochise  band  proper. 
They  are  located  on  the  GUa  Biver,  a  few  miles  below  old  Gamp  Goo<i 
win,  where  they  remain  qaiet  and  apparently  coi^tented-  Taza  diiO 
recently  while  on  a  visit  to  Washington. 

On  the  13th  of  June  the  supervision  of  the  Chiricahua  rescrvati.vt 
was  transferred  to  General  Kautz,  with  a  request  to  treat  as  hostile  a!. 
Indians  found  thereon. 

Three  leading  men  of  the  Sonthcm  Chiricahuas,  who  agreed  to  n^ 
move  on  condition  that  they  be  allowed  twelve  days  in  which  to  brin.^ 
in  their  families,  were  allowed  four  days  for  that  purpose,  which  tbt .« 
improved  in  making  good  their  escape,  probably  into  Sonora.  Tbc\v 
were  folJowed  by  troops,  but  without  success. 

It  is  believed  that  thcnumber  of  Indinns  beloqgiug  to  the  Chiricahuj 
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agoucy  hae  hitborto  been  ovcrcstiroated,  and  tbat  not  more  than  300 
failed  to  be  removed  to  Ban  Carlos.  Of  this  number,  1G2  are  reported 
by  tlie  agent  for  the  Seathem  Apaches  to  have  removed  on  their  own 
aceoant  to  the  Hot  Springs  reservation  in  New  Mexico,  where  they 
have  friends  and  relatives,  and  will  be  allowed  to  remain. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  Pionsenay,  the  murderer  of  Messrs. 
Rogers  and  Spence,  is  still  at  large.  He  was  wounded  in  the  fight  with 
Taza,  but  succeeded  in  getting  away,  and  was  afterward  brought  in  with 
38  others,  mostly  women  and  children,  by  the  San  Carlos  police.  On 
the  13th  of  June  he  was  turned  over  to  the  civil  authorities,  from  whom 
in  nine  hours  he  made  his  escape. 

08AGES. 

In  this  tribe  are  3,000  Indians.  The  experiment  of  insisting  on 
a  labor-equivalent  for  all  supplies  issued  has  been  tried  with  marked 
success  for  three  years  past.  Previous  to  1874  the  Osages  lived  mainly 
upon  buffalo-meat  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  robes.  In  1874, 
the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  between  the  Cheyennes  and  other 
plains-Indians  and  the  Oovemment  obliged  the  Osages  to  forego  their 
hunt  and  threw  them  upon  the  Oovemment  for  their  entire  support, 
all  crops  having  been  destroyed  by  grasshoppers.  By  authority  from 
Congress,  ta  make  Uberal  use  of  their  invested  fund,  the  office  was  for- 
tunately able  to  meet  the  emergency,  and  also,  by  issuing  only  in  return 
for  labor  performed  for  themselves  or  for  the  tribe,  was  able  to  take 
advantage  of  this  enforced  abandonment  of  the  chase  to  awaken  such  an 
interest  in  civilized  pursuits  as  is  incompatible  with  the  life  of  a  hunter. 
Fields  were  cultivated,  new  land  broken,  houses  built,  farming-imple- 
ments  and  stock  purchased,  and  converts  to  the  labor-^yvtem  multiplied 
rapidly.  In  spite  of  many  adverse  circumstances  the  interest  has  steadily 
increased.  Owing  to  the  exhaustion  of  the  sum  authorized  to  be  ex- 
pended by  Congress,  the  Osages  last  winter  were  obliged  to  resort  to 
the  buflSalo-country,  but  returned  without  success  in  a  destitute  condi- 
tion, more  ready  than  ever  to  learn  the  lesson  of  dependence  for  sub- 
sistence on  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  Unfortunately,  want  of  funds 
prevented  the  agent  from  giving  the  needed  assistance  in  seeds,  plow- 
ingf  and  planting,  while  an  unprecedented  flood  destroyed  the  larger 
portion  of  such  crops  as  were  raised.  The  following  extract  trom  the 
report  of  Agent  Beede  sots  forth  clearly  the  present  situatidn  of  Osage 
affairs : 

The  leaders  liavo  manifested  a  diBposition  to  co-operate  with  the  agent  in  the  cirili- 
zatlon  of  the  tribe,  aud  this  seasoD.  probably  to  an  extent  never  before,  hare  restrained 
thoir  5:onn{;  warriors  from  committing  depredations.  They  have  done  so  on  short  allow- 
auco,  in  the  hope  that  relief  would  come  with  the  opening  of  the  present  year,  and  they 
cannot  understand  why  the  Government  shonld  fail  to  respond  to  their  earnest  petition 
lor  their  own  invostod  hmda,  already  accumulated  in  the  United  States  Treoaory,  to  ad- 
vance them  in  civilization  and  subsist  them  in  their  transition'State  from  barbarism  to 
self-support.  Thoy  appealed  to  Con^^ress  for  this  aid^  informing  the  Department, 
through  their  agent,  of  their  necessities,  the  impossibility  to  live,  even,  without  the 
hunt,  unless  aided  for  the  time  being,  and  of  thoir  utter  failure  In  last  winter's  attempt 
for  buffalo,  and  thus  their  absolute  dependence,  and  of  their  crowning  misfortune  by  an 
.almost  unprecedented  ilood  in  the  latter  part  of  Sizthmonth  last,  which  carried  away 
their  fences  and  destroyed  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  crops  raised  by  and  for  many 
members  of  the  tribe. 

They  ask  nothing  gratuitously  at  the  hands  of  the  Government;  they  only  ask  a  por- 
tion of  their  own,  made  necessary  by  an  ostension  of  time  granted  bv  Congress  to  set- 
tlero  on  tlicir  lands  in  Kansas  in  which  to  pay  for  tha  same ;  and  it  should  oe  remem- 
bered that  this  extension  was  granted  without  consultation  with  or  consent  of  the 
Osages ;  and,  had  these  lands  been  promptly  paid  for,  as  tho  commissioners  Seating  for 
tiiem  represented  they  would  be,  their  afinual  interest  on  the  proceeds  of  tiie  same 
would  be  BufHcicnt  for  their  necessities.    A  failure  on  the  part  of  tho  Government  to 


678  PAPERS  ACCOMPANYIKQ  THE 

render  them  simplo  jastice  at  a  tlmo  of  pressing  necessit^^  may  prove  a  costly  exp^r^- 
ment  and  be  prodnotive  of  grave  results.  In  view  of  the  cirounistances  herein  set  foiCx . 
I  won  Id  recommend,  if  in  accordance  with  existing  law,  that  tho  entire  anpropriat«.: . 
or  so  mnch  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  amounting  to  $57,000,  be  expended  for  tb«  bi-w- 
eflt  of  these  Indians  dnring  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  that  Congress  be  asked 
at  an  early  stage  of  its  next  session  to  provide  by  deficiency-bill  for  the  last  half,  acd 
that  a  liberal  appropriation  be  made  from  their  invented  funds  for  their  snpport  and  cir- 
ilization  during  the  next  fiscal  veaiC  I  make  this  recommendation  in  the  hopo  th^t 
the  loss  of  the  present  year  may  be  partially  overcome  before  entire  confidence  Is  tt« 
Government  and  its  agents  is  gona 

SuperiDtendent  iNicholson  also  says : 

The  industrial  boarding-school  was  continued  during  the  last  fiscal  year  with  an  ei>- 
rollment  of  94.  The  last  two  months  of  its  continuance  the  salaries  of  teachers  acd 
others  engaged  in  conducting  it  were  i>aid  by  donations  from  the  agent,  his  employ t^. 
traders,  and  others,  on  account  of  tho  failure  of  funds  applicable  to  its  support.  A  lar^  * 
addition  to  the  school-bnildinga  was  completed  last  vear  by  late  agent  Gibeoa,  ai-U 
t^ere  is  now  room  for  the  accommodation  of  200  pupils ;  but  the  usefulness  of  the  in- 
stitution will  be  sadly  crippled  this  year  by  the  failure  of  the  appropriation  asked  It  'T 
by  the  Osages. 

The  damage  to  crops  by  fiood  will  render  necessary  a  larger  supply  of  food  <i>»t3 
other  sources,  and,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  expected  appropriation,  it  will  be  a  int»*; 
diffioi^t  problem  to  keep  these  Indians  quiet  upon  their  reservation.  For  two  year* 
past  Congress  has  appropriated,  at  the  request  or  the  Osages,  an  ample  amount  of  their 
own  tribal  funds,  and  thus  they  have  been  subsisted  ana  aided  in  settling  theiiiselve« 
upon  their  new  reservation.  TMs  aid  should  have  been  continued  for  the  same  por- 
posa,  so  far  as  needful,  and  thereby  all  necessity  taken  away  for  them  to  leave  tb« 
reservation  in  search  of  food  and  clothing.  They  do  not  need,  neither  do  they  aak,  tl.^^ 
bqunty  of  the  Government.  The  funds  are  their  own,  and  the  Government  is  ibe.r 
guardian.    I  recommend  immediate  action  by  Congress  at  its  next  sessioo. 

A  statement  of  the  necessities  of  the  Osages  was  laid  before  Con- 
gress at  its  last  session  by  cotnmnnication  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  the  Speaker  of  tbe  House,  under  date  of  May  24:  bat 
authority  to  use  funds  belonging  to  the  Osages  for  their  benefit  Sailed 
to  be  given.  I  most  earnestly  hope  that  such  authority  will  be  granted 
by  Congress  at  an  early  stage  in  the  coming  session,  the  funds  thus 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  office  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
supplies  to  be  issued  only  in  return  for  labor,  in  the  continuance  of  tbe 
manual-labor  boarding-school,  and  in  giving  assistance  in  agricaltnral 
pursuits. 

PAWNSES. 

The  removal  of  the  Pawnees  from  Kebraska  to  the  Indian  Territoxy, 
begun  in  the  winter  of  1873,  has  been  completed  during  the  year,  and 
the  whole  tribe  are  now  upon  a  valuable  reservation  in  the  forks  of  tbe 
Arkansas  and  Cimarron  llivers,  on  land  ceded  to  the  United  States  by 
the  Cherokees  for  Indian  occupation. 

They  are  well  pleased  with  their  new  home  and  have  made  praise- 
worthy efforts  to  establish  themselves  therein  on  a  civilized  basis.    The 
exigency  which  led  to  the  removal  of  the  main  body  of  the  tribe  in  thi" 
fall  of  1874,  the  failure  of  the  Forty-third  Congress,  in  the  hurry  of  it4 
closing  hoars,  to  pass  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  Nebraska  reser- 
vation, and  appropriating  funds  (to  be  reimbursed  from  tho  proceeds 
of  such  sale)  to  defray  expenses  of  removal  and  establishment,  and  the 
conscqaent  necessity  laid  upon  the  Department  to  proceed,  with  tho 
approval  of  the  President,  but  at  great  disadvantage,  to  furnie^  sup- 
plies, obtain  cmploy6s,  erect  agency-buildings,  and  open  farms,  trusting 
to  the  next  Congress  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  indebtedness 
thus  incurred,  were  fully  reported  to  Congress  in  January  last,  in  H.  R. 
Doc.  No.  80.    As  already  stated,  action  thereon  was  delayed  until 
and  in  the  mean  time  the  fnll  amount  of  indebtedness  authorized 
President  having  been  incurred,  employes  were  dischargedy  the 


REPORT  OP  THE  BECEETARY  OP  THE  INTERIOR.     679 

work  jsfxipped,  and  tho  Pawnees  were  compelled  by  hanger  to  leave  their 
reservation  and  seek  among  border-settlements  such  scanty  subsistence 
as  they  were  able  to  pick  uj). 

Notwithstanding  all  drawbacks  and  discouragements,  sixteen  agency- 
bnildings  and  twelve  Indian  honses  have  been  erected  daring  the  year. 
Three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  have  been  under  cultivation.  Two  day- 
schools  have  met  with  exceptional  success  in  securing  a  regular  attend- 
ance of  100  pupils.  Indian  labor  has  been  largely  and  effectively  used. 
The  cultivation  of  the  agency -farm  in  Nebraska  during  the  past  season 
under  contract  will  yield  some  revenue  to  the  tribe. 

The  act  of  April  10, 1876,  provides  for  the  appraisement  and  sale  of 
the  Nebraska  lands  and  for  an  advancement  of  fUnda  (to  be  reimbursed 
to  the  Treasury  from  the  proceeds  of  such  sale)  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
putting  the  Pawnees  into  a  condition  in  which  they  may  reasonably  be 
expected  to  support  themselves  by  their  own  labor  in  civilized  pursuits 

WILD  TRIBBS  OF  THE   WDIAN  TERRITORY. 

I  take  pleasure  in  inviting  attention  to  the  reports  of  the  agents  for 
the  Oheyennes  and  Arapahoes  and  the  Kiowas  and  Oomanches. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Arapahoes  and  a  portion  of  the  Kiowas, 
these  are  the  Indians  who  last  year  surrendered  unconditionally,  after 
eleven  months'  hostilities;  who  were  dismounted  and  disarmed;  and 
whose  ring  leaders  were  sent  to  Saint  Augustine,  Fla.,  for  imprisonment 
under  military  guard.  Their  complete  humiliation  has  resulted  not 
only  in  quiet  and  orderly  behavior,  but  in  the  manifestation  of  a  de- 
cided disposition  to  enter  upon  a  civilized  mode  of  life. 

The  boarding-schools  at  each  agency  have  been  crowded  and  the 
number  of  applicants  for  admission  has  far  exceeded  the  numbep  that 
could  be  accommodated.  One  chief  offered  a  pony  for  the  privilege  of 
placing  his  child  in  school,  but  for  want  of  room  his  request  was  re- 
fused. Other  chiefs  have  rendered  personal  and  valuable  assistance  to 
the  teachers  in  bringing  under  the  necessary  discipline  and  restraint  of 
sohooMife  the  184  children  in  their  charge.  The  marked  success  attend- 
ing the  year's  effort  is  shown  by  the  following  extracts : 

Laat  year  the  Arapaho  scbool-boys  (the  Cheyennes  had  not  vet  sent  their  children 
to  school)  raised  quite  a  qpantity  of  corn,  which  was  converted  by  the  school-enperin* 
tendent  into  clothing  and  cattle.  This  spring  Big  Horse,  White  Shield,  Ball  Bear, 
and  other  Cheyenne  chie&  placed  their  children  in  school,  and  with  them  ffave 
robes  to  the  superintendent  to  be  exchanged  for  cattle,  to  place  them  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  Arapaho  bo^s,  which  was  promptly  done ;  and  as  a  result  we  have  a  mission- 
herd,  the  property  of  the  individuals  who  labor,  amounting  to  over  25  head,  to  be  kept 
at  the  mission  until  the  boys  are  sufficiently  inteUigent  and  enlightened  to  take  care 
of  stock  themselves,  and  at  the  same  time  the  school  is  to  have  and  does  receive  a 
benefit  from  tho  use  of  the  milk,  each  boy  milking  his  own  cow.  It  is  the  agreement 
this  year,  as  the  Qovemment  had  no  form-laborers,  that  the  school-boys  are  to  receive 
one-half  of  the  com  on  the  110-acro  agency-farm,  which  they  have  plowed,  planted,  and 
cultivated  in  a  systematic  manner,  and  that  the  Qovemment  is  to  receive  the  other  half 
in  the  field,  which,  I  believe,  will  be  sufficient  to  feed  the  agency-stock  during  the 
coming  winter  and  spring,  while  the  Indian  boys  intend  selling  their  share  and  invest- 
ing the  proceeds  in  cattle  and  better  clothing,  as  they  did  last  year.  The  object  is  to 
ostablish  this  school  on  a  basis  that  eventuaUv  will  be  self-supporting,  and  at  the  same 
time  furnish  its  inmates  a  *'  start ''  in  the  world  when  they  are  at  liberty  to  withdraw. 
The  girls  are  taught  in  all  tho  branches  ef  the  culinary  and  household  departments, 
and  some  of  them  could  keep  a  very  fair  house  to-day  if  afibrded  the  opportunity. 
They  have  also  made  shirts  for  the  traders,  tho  funds  thus  derived  being  expended  by* 
them  under  the  oversight  of  the  matron  or  teacher  for  extras,  generally  articles  of 
clothing.  *  All  this  labor  has  been  done  by  daily  or  weekly  details  from  the  school-room, 
and  each  one  has  had  equal  advantages,  indoors  and  out  of  doors. 

Our  school  for  the  Hiowas  and  Comanohes  opened  in  November  and  continued 
through  June.  Our  difficulty  was  not  in  getting  enough  children,  but  in  confining  the 
number  to  the  capacity  of  the  house.    The  parents  and  friends  of  the  children  rnani- 
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fested  a  great  interest  in  the  sohool ;  seldom  &  day  passed  that  some  of  them  were  col 
there.  On  the  lost  day  a  large  number  were  present  and  showed  ffnst  interoal  in  the 
exercise  gone  through  by  the  children,  and  seemed  as  prond  of  ueir  snooesa  aa  sxit- 
body  could  be. 

The  proceeds  of  tlie  sale  of  ponies  confiscated  by  the  military  have 
been  invested  in  700  cows  and  calves  and  3,500  ebeep.  These  have  been 
distribated,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  tribes. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  want  of  funds  prevented  the  agents  from 
taking  all  possible  advantage  of  the  industrial  interest  in  farming  which 
manifested  itself  in  the  early  spring.    Agent  Miles  says : 

The  reward  for  the  winter's  hnnt  of  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  was  only  abmit 
3,r>00  robes  and  the  saving  of  a  large  amount  of  subsistence  to  the  Goyemment.  AfWr 
their  return  to  this  agency,  and  fully  realizing  that  the  buffalo  were  fast  disappeaxiDi: 
and  the  necessity  for  them  to  turn  their  attention  to  other  pursuits  than  the  chaae  f>r 
a  means  of  support,  very  earnest  appeals  were  made  to  me  for  &rm*implenMtttB,  both 
by  Arapahoes  and  Cheyennes,  and  such  other  assistance  as  would  enable  them  to  en- 
gage to  some  extent  in  farming ;  and  I  feel  assured  that,  could  I  have  fomisb^U 
them  with  plows,  hoes,  &o.,  three-four^s  of  the  Indians  now  at  this  agency  woqU 
have  gone  to  work  heartily,  and,  as  the  season  has  been  very  favorable,  would  har* 
been  successful,  and  consequently  encouraged  and  stimulated  to  further  effort,  Owio^ 
to  the  absence  of  any  great  number  of  farm-implements  and  the  ready  cash  to  par- 
chase  them  with,  only  a  few  could  be  accommodated  outside  of  the  schools. 

Notwithstanding  these  obstacles,  1,026  acres  have  been  coltivated  by 
Indians  at  the  two  agencies,  against  590  acres  reported  last  year. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  the  Kiowas,  Comanches,  and  Cfaeyeniies 
have  hitherto  been  classed  with  the  Sionx  in  wildness,  intractability, 
and  hostility,  the  following  extracts  will  fnrnish  gratifying  evidence  that 
the  civilization  of  these  tribes  is  not  only  practicable,  but  is  alrc«dy 
in  progress,  and  will  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  encouraging  by  liberal 
assistance  these  feeble  beginnings  in  civilized  labor  of  a  people  who,  by 
the  extinction  of  the  buffalo,  will  speedily  be  thrown  entirely  npon  th*e 
Government  for  snpport,  unless  in  the  short  interval  they  are  furnished 
the  means  and  are  taught  how  to  support  themselves. 

Lost  year  was  the  first  for  most  of  them  to  put  their  hands  to  the  plow.  Thtt  Klo^ 
was  and  Comanchea  sold  near  five  thousand  bushels  of  com  at  $1  per  bushel,  either  m 
trade  or  money.  This  year  more  of  them  engaged  in  the  work  than  last  Some  odT  the 
chiefs  of  each  tiibe,  with  their  people,  made  good  rails,  and  fenced  in  fields,  imogioi: 
iu  sis^e  from  three  to  twenty  acres,  which  I  had  plowed  for  them,  and  they  pUuitc^l 
ill  coru,  melons,  pumpkins,  and  some  vegetables.  They  are  anxious  for  houaea,  and 
say  they  want  to  sottlo  down  and  give  up  their  mode  of  constantly  changing  plac»*. 
I  am  fully  satisfied  that  the  present  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  these  people  which,  if 
taken  advantage  of,  a  great  many  of  them,  not  only  the  chie&  but  the  yooog  men, 
would  settle  down  and  take  good  care  of  whatever  imi)rovements  were  made  for  them 
'and  relieve  the  Qovernment  from  any  anxiety  of  their  ever  going  on  the  war>|»ath 
again,  and  save  the  expense  of  keeping  so  large  a  force  of  soldiers  in  this  oouDtry,  and 
much  sooner  relieve  tne  Govenimont  from  the  expense  of  their  support  than  if  the 
opportunity  is  allowed  to  pass  unimproved. 

Seveuty-livc  acres  were  assigned  the  Cheyennes  from  one  of  the  agency*fielda,  which 
was  subdividcil  into  small  patches  containing  from  1  to  5  acres  for  each  family,  and 
was  generally  planted  in  corn,  potatoes,  melons,  and  various  kinds  of  garden-prod oo^. 
A  more  earnest  etlbrt  I  never  witnessed  put  forth  by  any  people  than  by  tho  Chej> 
ennes,  so  far  as  thciir  means  and  knowledge  extended,  and  as  a  result  they  have  be«n 
quite  successful,  and  have  already  received  and  are  now  receiving  a  lair  reward  for 
tneir  industry.  I  have  seen  some  of  these  Cheyennes,  who  could  not  secure  the  use  of  a 
plow  or  hoe,  use  sticks  of  wood,  axes,  and  their  hands  in  preparing  the  ground  for 
planting  and  cultivating  their  garden-spots,  so  anxious  were  they  to  make  a  ueginnlBj*. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  Cheyennes  and  ArapaJioes  have  majoifeeted  a  desiro  to  es.- 
change  a  portion  of  their  ponies  and  robes  for  cattle,  and  in  some  instances  for  agn* 
cultural  implements.  Powder  Face  sold  robes  to  tho  amount  of  (100  \i\  caah,  and 
then  i)urobased  cattle  from  George  Washington,  Caddo  chief.  Others  of  both  tiib<j« 
have  made  similar  trader,  and  now  have  the  cattle  on  hand.  On  the  1st  of  Jnir 
we  had  on  hand  about  oue  thousand  head  of  cattle,  and  were  obliged  to  night-heru, 
and,  at  my  request,  each  tribe  furnished  six  extra  herders,  who  took  their  turns  ebea^r. 
fuUy  iPithoHtjHty  during  tho  entire  month  of  July,  ond  until  the  herd  was  nMlnced  siif- 
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flciently  to  corral  without  ii^nry.  I  only  ncod  to  say  that  these  Hamo  yonog  znen- 
whom  I  now  intnut  with  the  herd,  four  years  ago  woald  maliciously  proceed  to  our 
agency-herd,  without  leave  or  license,  and  shoot  down  a  few  fat  Ixsevee,  help  them- 
selves to  a  few  choice  cuts,  and  ride  off  to  camp,  defiant  of  our  protests  and  elforts  to 
protect  the  property. 

EASTERN  GHEROEEES  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

These  Indiaos  are  located  upou  lands  ia  North  Carolina,  the  title  to 
which  has  for  several  years  been  the  subject  of  litigation,  growing  out 
of  the  fact  that  title-deeds  to  lands  purchased  with  tribal  funds,  instead 
of  being  made  in  the  name  of  the  Indian,  were  given  in  the  name  of  W. 
n.  Thomas,  United  States  Indian  agent,  who  purchased  them  in  1861. 

Under  act  of  Congress  approved  July  15, 1S70,  the  title  to  that  por- 
tion of  these  lands  known  as  '^  Qualla  Boundary  ^  reservation,  compris- 
ing about  75,000  acres,  was  awarded  to  these  Indians  by  a  decree  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of  North  Care* 
lina,  and  is  now  held  in  their  name.  By  later  legislation,  approved 
March  3, 1875,  and  August  14, 1870, 4,450  acres  of  laud  outside  of  Qualla 
Boundary  reservation,  and  covered  by  said  decree  of  the  court,  with 
10.761|  acres  situated  in  Cherokee,  Graham,  and  Jackson  Counties, 
selected  by  said  Indians  in  lieu  of  judgments  obtained  against  said 
Thomas,  have  been  conveyed  in  fee-simple  to  said  Indians.  '  They  ate 
now  in  the  secure  possession  of  about  85,000  acres  of  land,  and  are 
placed  in  a  condition  of  comparative  independence. 

REDUCTION  IN  THE  NOMBER  OF  AGENCIES. 

The  number  of  agencies  in  Arizona  has  during  the  year  been  reduced 
to  three.  The  abolition  of  the  Chiricahua  reserve  and  the  removal 
of  the  Indians  belonging  thereto  to  the  Ban  Carlos  and  Hot  Springs 
reservations  have  already  been  referred  to. 

The  Papago  agency  was  discontinued  in  March  last,  and  the  Papagoes 
placed  under  the  charge  of  the  agent  for  the  Pimas  and  Maricopas. 

Want  of  funds  has  compelled  the  discontinuance  of  an  agency  for  the 
Moquis  Pueblos.  These  Indians  are  self-supporting,  but  should  be  pro- 
vided with  a  school,  the  teacher  to  have  such  care  lor  the  general  inter* 
ests  of  the  tribe  as  has  hitherto  been  exercised  bv  an  agent 

The  Indians  on  the  Hoopa  Valley  reserve,  California,  have  been  noti- 
fied that  they  must  go  to  Kound  Valley.  Some  .difficulty  will  doubtless 
be  experienced  in  overcoming  their  extreme  reluctance  to  such  removed, 
and  the  proposed  change  must  be  made  the  subject  of  further  investiga- 
tion by  the  office  before  a  definite  plan  and  time  for  removal  can  be 
determined  upon. 

The  Alsea  agency,  in  Oregon,  has  been  abolished,  but  inadequate 
appropriations  have  placed  the  office  in  an  embarrassing  position  and 
worked  hardship  and  injustice  to  the  Indians.  They  are  required  to 
leave  their  homes  and  cultivated  fields  and  remove  to  Siletz,  but  no 
means  are  famished  to  defray  expense  of  such  removal  or  to  assist  in 
their  establishment  in  their  new  home. 

Fort  Belknap  agency,  in  Montana,  which  has  never  been  more  than  a 
feeding-post  for  the  Ores  Ventres  and  Assinaboines,  who  were  consid- 
ered too  remote  to  be  conveniently  fed  at  o^er  agencies,  has  been  abol- 
ished, and  the  Indians  belonging  thereto  have  been  ordered  to  report 
for  rations  and  annuities  at  Fort  Peck  agency.  The  agent  at  Fort  Peck 
reports  that  the  Assinaboines  give  ready  consent  to  the  change  and  that 
several  lodges  have  already  gone  to  Wolf  Point,  but  that  the  Gros  Ven- 
tres refuse  to  come  in  such  close  relations  with  their  old  enemies,  the 
Tanctonnais,  and  desire  to  remove  to  some  other  p<rint  on  the  Missouri 
more  remote  from  the  Sioux. 
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The  agency  eatablisbed  in  North  Carolina  in  Fcbraory,  1S75,  amon^ 
the  Eastern  Gherokees,  was  abolished  in  Angnst  lost  ^  The  edncatiotLil 
interests  of  the  tribe  are  now  under  the  charge  of  the  anperiutendent 
of  public  instruction  of  North  Carolina. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  agent  for  the  Pueblos  has  been  extended  ovt-r 
the  Cimarron  agency  in  New  Mexico.  It  is  hoped  that  this  temporary 
arrangement  will  soon  be  followed  by  the  removal  of  the  Utes  ana 
Apaches,  who  now  report  at  Cimarron,  to  some  reservation  where  they 
may  And  a  suitable  and  permanent  home.  The  reservation  set  apart  on 
the  San  Juan  Biver  by  Executive  order,  in  March,  1874,  for  the  Jicaril  ..^ 
Apaches,  has  recently  been  restored  to  the  public  domain,  in  the  belief 
that  the  majority  of  those  Apaches  oould  never  be  induced  to  settle 
thereon. 

In  1874  Congress  appropriated  $300,000  for  an  experiment  of  enforc^^ 
civilization  among  the  two  or  thfee  thousand  of  the  Kiowas,  Comanche^ 
and  Cheyennes  who  had  surrendered  and  were  held  captive  by  the  mili* 
tary.  Negotiations  were  entered  into  with  the  Quapaws  for  the  pnr> 
chase  of  a  tract  of  40,000  acres  lying  in  the  northeast  comer  of  the  In- 
dian Territory,  and  remote  from  the  old  bunting-ground;  an  agency 
was  established,  a  good  store  bouse  built,  and  a  few  hundred  acres  of 
land  were  broken  and  fenced. 

The  captives  were,  however,  transferred  directly  to  their  respective 
agents  by  the  military,  and  it  was  deemed  by  the  ofiBce  unadvisable,  it 
not  impracticable,  to  undertake  to  collect  them  again  and  to  force  them 
to  submit  to  removal  not  only  irom  their  homes  but  also  from  their  frienil  <« 
and  relatives.  The  ^'  captive  "  agency  was  ther^ore  abolished  in  AphI 
last,  and  about  (200,000  of  the  fund  will  be  returned  to  the  Treasury. 
It  is  hoped  that  other  Indians,  perhaps  the  Poncas.  will  soon  be  induced 
to  settle  on  this  tract,  who  will  receive  substantial  benefit  from  the  im- 
provements already  made  thereon.  In  that  case,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  procure  legislation  which  shall  authorize  the  purchase  from  the  Qua- 
paws of  the  lands  which  they  have  already  signified  their  willingue^d 
to  relinquish. 

LEaiSLATION  B£00MM£2n>£D. 

Zaptcai  suits. 

In  the  matter  of  the  ejectmentsuits  of  W.  G.  Langford  vs.  Employ^ii 
of  the  Nez  Perc6  Indian  Reservation  at  Lapwai,  Idaho,  certain  expense^ 
of  rent,  costs,  and  fees  were  unavoidably  incurred  by  said  employes  in 
their  defense  at  the  trial  of  these  cases. 

This  expense  was  necessarily  incurred,  owing  to  the  distance  from  the 
agency  of  the  proper  United  States  district  attorney,  as  well  as  the  dit 
Acuity  of  communication  with  him  or  the  Department,  and  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  case,  which  exigencies  have  been  promptly  and  fully  n* 
ported  to  this  oiBce.  From  these  facts  and  the  circumstances  of  tho 
l)arties  who  were  mulcted  with  the  costs,  who  are  hardly  able  to  benr 
the  same,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  by  this  course  of  action  they  were 
enabled  to  hold  the  agency-buildings,  and  thereby  avert  their  destruc- 
tion by  the  Indians,  who  would  undoubtedly  have  burned  them  rather 
than  allow  them  to  pass  into  Mr.  Langford's  possession,  Congress  should 
be  urged  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $750 — an  amount  necessary  to  fUlIy 
reimburse  the  parties  named. 

Ottawa  land. 

By  the  determination  by  recent  survey  of  the  boundary-line  between 
;he  Peoria  and  Ottawa  Indian  reservations,  in  the  Indian  Territory,  it 
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has  been  ascertained  that  a  strip  of  country  containing  230  acres  of  land, 
hitherto  used  and  held  by  the  Pcorios  as  a  part  of  their  reservation,  lies 
within  the  limits  of  the  Ottawa  reservation. 

At  the  snggrestion  of  the  Ottawa  Indians,  this  tract  of  land  has  been 
pnrchased  and  paid  for  by  the  Peorias,  and  it  is  now  recommended  that 
legislation  necessary  to  perfect  the  purchase  of  said  land  be  had  by 
Congress  at  its  next  session. 

Liquor-traffic. 

Legislation  is  imperatively  demanded  for  the  snppression  of  the  sale 
of  liqnx)r  to  Indians.  Since  the  enactment  of  the  Bevised  Statutes,  the 
courts  have  decided  that  there  is  no  provision  of  law  by  which  persons 
selling  liquor  to  an  Indian  off  a  reservation  can  be  convicted  or  punished. 
I  therefore  strongly  recommend  that  a  law  be  enacted  by  Congress 
making  it  a  penal  offense  to  sell  liquor  to  an  Indian  anywhere. 

BevUed  Btatute$n 

To  enable  the  Department  to  extend  its  authority  more  fully  over  the 
various  Indian  tribes,  in  its  administration  of  law  for  their  welfare,  pro- 
tection, government,  and  peace,  recommendation  is  made  that  Congress 
be  asked  to  repeal  the  whole  of  section  214G  of  the  Bevised  Statutes, 
which  withholds  from  the  United  States  any  jurisdiction  in  cases  of 
crime  committed  by  one  Indian  against  the  person  or  property  of  another 
Indian.  This  is  essential  for  the  proper  execution  of  law  and  the 
maintenance  of  order  on  Indian  reservations. 

<iuafpaws. 

One-half  of  this  tribe  of  Indians  have  left  their  reservation  and  are 
now  living  with  the  Osages,  and  are  anxious  to  sell  their  lands,  compris- 
ing 56^685  acres,  and  consolidate  with  the  said  tribe.  Many  of  those 
remaining  on  the  reserve  ore  opposed  to  this  movement ;  but  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  they  could  be  induced  to  join  the  Osages  or  confed- 
erate with  some  other  tribe.  Their  lands,  comprising  56,685  acres,  would 
make  a  fine  reserve  for  the  Poncas,  whose  removal  to  the  Indian  Territory 
has  already  been  referred  to.  Becommendation  is  made  that  Congress 
be  requested  to  authorize  the  Department  to  negotiate  for  the  removal 
of  the  Quapaws  and  for  the  sale  of  their  reservation  to  the  Poncas  or 
to  sudi  other  Indians  as  it  may  be  desirable  to  place  thereon. 

• 
Absentee  Shatcnees. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  May  23, 1872,  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  pro- 
vide homes  for  the  Pottawatomie  and  absent  Shawnee  Indians  in  the 
Indian  Territory,"  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  was  authorized  to  select 
from  the  30-mile  square  tract  in  the  Indian  Territory,  known  as  the  Potta* 
watomie  reservation,  80  acres  of  land  for  each  head  of  a  family,  or 
person  21  years  of  age,  and  20  acres  for  each  child. 

These  Indians  have  no  annuities,  depend  on  their  own  resources,  and 
are  prosperous;  and  they  are  justly  entitled  to  as  large  allotments  of 
land  as  are  given  the  Pottawatomies,  who,  after  becoming  citizens, 
squandered  their  substance,  and  have  now  returned  as  Indians  depend- 
ent upon  the  bounty  of  the  Government. 

I  therefore  recommend  that  Congress  be  asked  to  amend  the  law  x>f 
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1872,  so  as  to  give  to  these  ubsenteo  Sliawnees  and  to  tlio  Black  Bob  bund 
of  Shawnees,  who  may  be  indaced  to  consolidate  with  them,  the  same 
gaantity  of  land  as  is  allotted  to  the  Pottawatomics. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respeptfjEmyi  yonr  obedient  servant^ 

J.  Q.  8MITH, 

CommUnoner. 
non.  Secretaby  of  ^he  Jntesxob. 


EBPOET  OP  THE  lOOMltlSSIONER  OP  PENSIONS, 

DepaetjMENT  op  the  Interiob,  Pension  Office, 

Washingtmj  D.  C,  October  1%  187C. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  transactions  pf  tii:.^ 
Bureau  for  the  year  ending  Jane  30, 187G. 

The  following  tables  are  an  exhibit  of  such  transactions,  as  well  as  ci 
some  other  interesting  statistical  information : 
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BOUNTT-I^AND. 

There  wero  received  duriug  the  year,  862  applicatious  for  bouuty-laad. 
Cue  hundred  and  tweuty-four  warrants  were  issoed,  calling  for  16,760 
acres  ot*  land.  Three  hundred  and  fifty-one  applications  were  itgccted ; 
OS  of  which  were  for  want  of  title,  aud  the  balance  (253)  on  acwont  of 
previous  issue  having  been  made. 


During  the  year,  in  addition  to  applications  for  pension  and  bounty- 
land,  there  were  received  31,778  certificates  of  examining-surgeons: 
31,450  reports  from  the  War  Department  relative  to  service  and  medical 
treatment  of  the  soldiery  16,226  communications  from  other  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government ;  81,780  pieces  of  additional  evidence ;  121,500 
miscellaneous  communications  and  03,722  letters  of  inquiry  ;  54,000  of 
this  latter  number  referred  to  claims,  and  necessitated  an  examination 
of  each  case  to  enable  the  office  to  wake  proi)er  answer.  In  addition  to 
this  8,718  communications  wei^  received  from  Senators  and  members  of 
Congress,  in  each  instance  recjuiring  a  special  examination  of  the  case 
to  which  the  communication  referred  and  an  immediate  answer  to  bo 
given.  • 

There  were  sent  out  from  the  office  370,448  drcnlor-letters  and  100,623 
written  letters  during  the  year.    Postage-stamps  used,  $27,111. 
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fieferring  to  Table  I,  it  will  bo  observed  that  there  were  filed  daring 
the  year  42,877  ];)en8ioQ  claims,  original  and  increase.  Seventeen  thoa«- 
sand  four  hundred  and  fifty-one  claims  were  adjudicated  by  allowance, 
and  10,133  by  rejection ;  total,  27,583— only  64  per  cent  of  the  nnmber 
iiled.  It  will  also  be  seen  that,  on  the  30th  day  of  Jane  last,  there  were 
in  the  ofiice  88,973  ana^jadicated  claims.  These  have  been  gradnally 
accamnlating  since  1862.  In  addition  to  this  there  were  upward  of 
00,000  6o*caUed  rejected  claims,  (pertaining  to  service  in  the  late  war,) 
all  of  which  are  subject  to  be  called  up  and  re-opened.  Two  thousand 
and  thirty-three  of  that  class  were  re-opened  during  the  year. 

Of  the  pending  claims,  19,263  were  filed  prior  to  January  1, 1870. 

This  accumulation  of  claims  is  adding  greatly  to  the  labor  of  the 
office  year  by  year. 

The  great  delay  in  the  settlement  of  claims  is  causing  much  com- 
plaint, and  in  many  of  the  cases  it  is  undoubtedly  working  hardship,  if 
not  injustice,  to  the  claimants. 

Just  how  far  this  condition  of  affairs  is  chargeable  to  the  unfortunate 
location  and  disposition  of  the  office  force— the  Commissioner  and  chief 
clerk  in  the  Patent-Office  building  and  the  working  force  several  blocks 
away  in  buildings  totally  unfit  and  entirely  inconvenient  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  to  the  additional  circumstance  of  the  great  delay  in  obtaining 
answers  to  calls  upon  the  Surgeon-General  for  hospit^-history  of  sol- 
diers, whose  office  had  fallen  so  far  behind  on  account  of  the  small  force 
that,  on  the  30th  day  of  June  last,  there  were  nearly  13,000  unanswered 
calls  from  this  office,  and  the  number  constantly  increasing,  itself  caus- 
ing many  months'  delay  of  cases — ^is  as  problematical  as  would  be  an 
estimate  at  this  time  of  the  degree  of  improvement  which  will  be  realized 
with  the  reduced  force,  located  as  it  now  is  in  a  fit  and  convenient 
building. 

The  change  in  the  location  of  the  office,  which  has  lately  been  effected 
under  the  act  of  Congress  making  appropriations  for  the  year  1877,  will 
very  materially  increase  the  results  of  the  office-work ;  but  neither  this 
change,  nor  any  re-organization  of  the  force,  can,  in  my  judgment,  mate- 
rially alter  the  general  situation. 

While  in  a  class  of  cases  in  which  the  main  facts  were  matter  of 
record,  or  were  openly  to  be  seen  by  any  person  whose  attention  might 
be  called  to  the  subject,  as  was  the  &ct  with  a  large  proportion  of  those 
filed  during  and  for  several  years  subsequent  to  the  war,  the  present 
system  of  abjudication  may  have  been  regarded  as  effective,  yet.  after 
a  careful  study  of  the  subject,  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  radically  defect- 
ive and  deficient  when  applied  to  cases  involving  obscure  questions  of 
fact  and  of  medical  science,  as  was  the  case  with  some  of  the  early  cases, 
and  is  with  most  of  those  of  later  years. 

It  provides  for  the  settlement  of  claims  upon  ex  parte  testimony  exclu- 
sively, given  by  witnesses  who  are  entirely  unknown  to  the  office,  and 
whose  affidavits  are  almost  universally  prepared  by  claim-agents  who 
can  receive  no  compensation  for  their  service  unless  the  claim  is  allowed. 
Moreover,  the  ezamining-surgeon,  who  certifies  to  the  existence,  char- 
acter, and  degree  of  disabOity,  is,  almost  universally,  the  neighborhood 
practitioner,  whose  professional  interest  it  is  to  please  the  claimant  at 
the  expense  of  the  Government.  So,  not  only  is  the  door  thrown  wide 
open  for  the  i>erpetration  of  fraud  and  deception,  but  every  interest  con- 
nected with  tiie  preparation  of  the  case  for  a^indication — ^the  claimant, 
his  attorney,  and  the  ezamining-surgeon — is  adverse  to  the  Govern- 
ment.   A  mere  statement  of  the  substance  and  character  of  the  present 
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sysU'iu  would,  it  would  seem,  bo  enongh  tt>  oontlcmn  it  i 
vaaes  we  dow  liave  without  any  statemvut  ol'  ita  practkal  i 
Ifiiown  to  the  OSice. 

It  is  not  thought  that  absolute  justice  will  bo  attainable  in  a 
whatever  the  cUarautor  of  the  system  niny  be.  bnt   oatnmon  ! 
comuioiioxpenen«ejastiiy  the  beUefthuL  asystuni  rensonably 
to  6hcit  a  fair  ami  impartiul  pre^^ututimi  of  tho  cxisCinf  foct>  tn  tu 
various  cases  will  better  subserve  tliL^  ends  of  justice  and  of  boats 
claimauts  than  ouo  of  tin  upivosite  churncter. 

I  am  uot  now  prepared  to  submit  a  plan  to  ri>aiedy  tho  eriU  «f  tie 

preseut  system,  and,  tUer«iore,  ask  leave  to  make  it  tJie  mt^eclrfa 

future  comninnicatioii.  ' 

Very  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  sorvant, 

J.  A.  BENTLET, 

The  Hon.  Seceetaby  op  the  Inieeiob. 


fni- 


SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT. 


Depahtment  op  the  iNXKaiOB,  : 

I'ENBION   Ovit 
Washington,  IK  C,  October  | 

Sm:  In  ray  annual  report  I  took  occasiou,  in  general  I ^ 

forth  the  defective  character  of  tho  system  now  provJde<l  by  law  A 
adjudication  of  jwnsion  claims  such  as  are  now  cominjj  forward,  i 
ing  the  suggestion  of  a  different  plan  for  a  future  commnnicsUion. 

The  snbject  is  a  very  important  uue,  and  I  have  given  it  aa  ftiU  i 
as  carefnl  consideration  as  I  was  able  to  do,  and  uow  be^^  leave  to  ■ 
mit  to  you  my  views  with  tiie  hope  that  they  n>ay  lueet  irlUt  ] 
approval  and  be  subniitted  for  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

In  place  of  the  present  system,  under  which  the  claims  are  esl 
by  ar  parte  aftidavite,  generally  franie<l  by  the  claimant's  aHt_.__, 
X>ersou8  unknown  to  the  ofiice,  aud  by  the  certificates  of  examlaluK 
geoDs  whose  relations  to  the  claimant,  as  the  neighborhood  ptuctia 

constitutes  apowerfiil  temptation  touoduly  favor  bim,a  s}^teiQsli 

bo  adopted  which  will  give  to  the  office  an  opportauity  to  doselv  nD» 
tiou  both  the  claimant  and  his  priucipal  witnesses,  and  secure  medivl 
examinations  by  skilled  surgeous  who  have  no  interest  advi 
Govern  uieot. 

The  most  simple  and  efficient,  and  at  tho  same  time  e 
which  1  am  able  to  suggest,  is  as  follows :  divide  the  C( 
trictR  of  such  size,  considering  botli  tUo  territory  and  | 
that  one  surgeon  devoting  his  wholu  time  to  the  dutiea  « 
ally  he  able  to  make  all  the  medical  eiainiuatious  in  any  il 
the  pension-laws  might  re(jnire.    A  ppoint  as  many  blflhljr  i] 
geons  as  there  are  districts,  with  a  reasonable  annaat  a  ' 
under  the  direction  of  the  Cummissiouer  of  PeoHious;  OB 
assigned  to  each  district,  Bubject  to  be  ordered  l^om  place  to  p 
the  district,  and  Xa  be  changed  alwut  from  one  district  to  am 
umei'gencicA  of  the  »ervi('«  might  require.    One  competent  o 
Iw  seuu  to  each  district  to  act  iu  conjunction  with  the  surgeoa^ o 
omtely,  ns  his  duties  and  the  regulations  of  the  Ouuimissiuuer  o' 
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8ioDS  sbonld  from  time  to  time  reqnire.  These  two  should  constitate  a 
commission  on  behalf  of  the  Government  to  make  the  required  medical 
examinations  in  any  case,  and  to  recave  the  parol  testimony  offered  in 
its  support;  and  to  that  end  the  claimant,  with  his  principal  witnesses, 
sbonld  apx>ear  before  them  and  submit  themseh^es  to  cross-examination 
on  behalf  of  the  Government.  If  a  material  witness  resides  in  another 
district,  his  testimony  should  be  taken  by  the  commission  of  that  dis- 
trict and  forwarded  to  the  commission  having  the  case  in  hand.  Wlien 
the  claimant  has  furnished  aU  the  proof  he  desires  to  furnish  and  sub- 
mitted to  such  examinations  as  are  required,  the  whole  case  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  office  for  final  settlement. 

This  commisacm  may  be  generally  charged  with  the  special  investi- 
gations in  the  district 

In  case  it  should  be  found  that  work  was  accumulating  in  any  district 
faster  than  the  regular  commission  could  dispose  of  it,  a  clerk  could  be 
detailed  from  the  office  for  a  limited  period  to  aid  in  bringing  it  up. 

This  plan  is  simple,  and  its  methods  and  detail  equally  simple  and 
direct. 

When  an  application  for  a  pension  is  received  at  the  office,  copies  of 
the  records  from  the  Adjutant-General  and  Surgeon-GeneraPs  offices 
bearing  on  the  case  would  be  obtained,  and  together  with  the  applica- 
tion forwarded  to  the  commission  of  the  district  where  the  claimant 
resides.  He  will  at  the  same  time  be  notified  that  the  case  is  ready  to 
be  proceeded  with,  and  to  present  himself  with  his  witnesses  to  the 
commission  for  examination. 

The  principle  upon  which  this  plan  is  grounded  is  universally  adopted 
in  civilised  comuumities  for  the  settlement  of  doubtful  or  contested 
questions  of  fact,  and  the  plan  itself  is  not  entirely  new,  at  most  it  is 
but  the  application  of  an  old  plan  to  a  new  class  of  cases.  It  is  sug- 
gested by  ancient  precedents,  as  well  as  by  the  modem  practice  of  the 
courts,  both  of  law  and  equity,  in  referring  cases  to  a  master  or  referee 
to  take  and  report  testimony. 

The  present  plan  of  adjudication  was  probably  as  efficient  as  any  that 
could  have  been  devised  for  all  that  great  class  of  cases  which  came 
forward  during  and  for  a  few  years  subsequent  to  the  war  of  the  rebel- 
lion, which  rested  upon  wounds  or  upon  a  disease  or  disability,  on 
account  of  which  the  soldier  was  discharged  the  service.  Snch  disa- 
bilities were  open  to  the  public,  and  the  proof  was  reliable  and  quickly 
and  easily  produced. 

In  this  connection  I  invite  your  attention  to  Table  VII  of  my  annual 
report.  You  will  note  that  in  the  four  years  ending  June  30, 1867,  the 
office  settled  and.  allowed  166,317  pensions,  an  annual  average  of  41,554, 
when  its  force  did  but  slightly  exceed  one-half  its  strength  in  1876, 
whereas  in  the  four  years  ending  June  30, 1876,  with  nearly  double  the 
force  employed,  but  47,653  cases  were  settled  and  allowed,  an  annual 
average  of  11,914.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  work  connected  with 
the  increase  of  pensions  has  been  considerable  during  the  latter  period, 
whereas  there  was  scarcely  any  in  the  earlier  years  ncuned,  which  will 
in  small  part  account  for  the  difference  in  results. 

The  comparisons  of  the  results  of  the  work  in  the  office  with  the  force 
employed  at  the  several  periods  constitute  perhaps  the  most  conclusive 
statement  whieh  can  be  furnished  in  demonstration  both  of  the  efficiency 
of  the  present  system  for  the  a(]yudication  of  the  early  war-of-rebellion 
claims,  as  well  as  of  the  necessity  which  now  exists  to  ^Iter  the  system 
to  meet  the  circumstances  of  the  claims  which  have  accumulated  and 
those  which  are  now  arising. 


696  PAPERS  ACCOlfPANTIKa  THE 

One  conseqaenco  of  the  proposed  change  is  of  the  ntmost  concern  to 
the  claimants. 

Under  the  proposed  system  the  claimant  has  it  in  his  own  hands,  bj 
his  promptness  in  complying  with  the  office  requirements  and  by  his 
diligence  in  famishing  his  testimony  to  the  commission,  to  socnre  :i 
speedy  settlement  of  his  claim,  and  avoid  the  many  annoying  delays 
which  he  has  now  necessarily  to  snbmit  to  in  the  preparation  of  bi<« 
case. 

The  medical  establishment  of  the  office,  so  far  as  the  examining-nir- 
geons  are  concerned,  is  particularly  objectionable.  The  number  of  ex- 
amining-snrgeons  on  the  30th  day  of  June  last  was  1,513.  I  shall  best 
express  my  own  views  in  relation  to  the  efficiency  of  that  force  and  the 
propriety  of  longer  continuing  the  present  system  for  medical  examina- 
tions by  quoting  a  few  passages  from  a  very  able  and  exhaustive  pa{>er 
upon  the  subject  laid  before  me  by  Dr.  T.  B.  Hood,  the  medical  refeit  e 
of  the  bureau  : 

*  *  *  Ih  a  large  proportion  of  cases  it  has  been  extremely  difficalt  or  impoanble  t  -^ 
secnre  sach  reports  as  would  permit  even  an  approach  to  intelligent  acynstiiMot « i 
claims.    »    *    * 

I  do  not  believe  it  is  possible  to  do  more  to  instraot  the  sorgeona  than  has  .^Ireail; 
been  done.    •    ♦    * 

It  is  comparatively  rare  that  clium  is  now  made  for  a  disabUity  oontcaeted  in  serr- 
ice ;  it  is  n  question  of  sequela  to  disabilities  incurred  in  service.  ^  *  ^  It  :« 
therefore  essential  to  an v  approximation  to  intelligent  action  that  we  have  akiilev:- 
trained  snrgeons.  But  if  it  were  possible  to  secure  experienced  and  skiUad  siugecir« 
and  to  hold  tbbm,  there  would  remain  the  fact  that  they  would  be  jk>  9n^9f  ifiSf^  ^' 
flnence  as  to  prejudice  their  reports  in  favor  of  claimants. 

There  is  in  my  opinion  but  one  way  to  escape  this  difficulty,  and  that  is,  the  emp1cnr> 
ment  of  surgeons  whose  relation  to  the  iPension-Offlpe  skill  be  what  ^e  j!^^a|ioD  >.: 
the  Anny  surgeon  is  to  the  Surgeon-General's  (MSioe. 

The  medical  examinations  and  judgments  in  cases  are  the  most  diCTi* 
cult  as  well  as  the  most  important  branch  of  the  Acyudications  of  ibo 
present  day.  Correct  adjudications  can  be  secured  only  by  placing  in 
the  hands  of  a  skillful  surgeon  exact  knowledge  of  the  history  of  ibe 
case  involved.  The  propo^  system  will  do  this,  while  the  best  attain- 
able practice  under  the  present  system  signsdly  faols  in  accomplishing  it. 

If  the  proposed  plan  shall  be  adopted,  the  whole  force  of  pension  ex- 
aminiug-BurgeoQS  may  be  dismissed.  It  will  most  completely  provide  for 
the  necessary  special  investigations  lor  which  considerable  appropria- 
tions are  annually  made,  and  will  cut  oiF  not  less  than  33^  per  cent,  ot 
the  force  now  employed  in  the  office  at  Washington.  The  cost  pf  Ibe 
proposed  change  will  not  exceed  the  following  figures,  viz : 

CO  Bureeons,  at  salary  and  oxiMuse,  say,  S3,000  each ^ <|160,  U)i> 

GO  clerks,  at  salary  and  expense,  say,  $2,100  each ...r 1S6»Ua» 

Under  the  proposed  plan  the  force  employe  ^  in  the  office  may  be 
reduced  at  least  33^  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  in  .addition  to  the  whole 
special-service  force  in  the  Held. 

Reduction  in  office ^ $141,293  T* 

Salary  of  19  special  agen to 22,800  «*» 

Appropriation  for  special  service  for  1S76 40,000  U' 

One-half  of  medical  examinations  for  two  years,  one  ye  ar  including  the 
Jttlennial  examinations  fiscal  years  1875  and  ItiTC lt)9,5S3  73 
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It  is  seen  that  an  actnal  saving  of  $37,647.06  will  be  made  by  adopt- 
ing the  plan  recommended,  to  say  nothing  of  its  almost  incalcnlablo  ad- 
vantages in  the  line  of  securing  reliable  medical  examinations  and  other 
testimony  in  cases,  and  their  consequent  prompt  and  satisfactory  deter- 
mination. * 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  BENTLEY. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 


GOVERNMENT  HOSPITAL  FOE  THE  INSANE. 

report  of  the  board  of  visitors. 

Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 

Kear  WashinffUmj  D.  C,  October  31, 1876. 

SIR:  The  Board  of  Visitors  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  sabmit 
their  twenty^rst  annual  report : 

Synopsis  of  the  operations  of  the  Jiospital  during  the  year  1875-70. 


Remamlnj;  June  30,  1875 

Admitted  in  the  year  eading  Jnne  30,  1870 


Whole  number  under  treatment. 


GQ2 
1G6 


718 


DiscbATd^,  recoTered >  07 

*'          improved '  2C 

*'         ummproved • !  1 

Died '  48 


ToUl  discharged  and  died '    142 


Remaining  in  the  kospitalJnnc  30, 1676 r>7C 


-a 
a 


^ 


106 

718 

47 

213 

213 

mn 

17 

84 

10 

3(i 

0 

1 

18 

CO 

The  following  tables  and  remarks  shoXr  the  operations  and  condition 
of  the  hospital  in  detail  : 

The  unmber  of  patients  nnder  treatment  on  the  30th  day  of  June, 
1875,  was — 

From  the  Army,  white  males • • 201 

"      ♦•        *•      colored*'     3 

•'      "        •♦     white     "    discharged  Irom  service 170 

••     ••        ••     colorod  "           "           •*        ••       2 

•*     •«        •'     white     *'    civilian  eropdoji^s 3 

'<      •*        •»     colored**         *•             •'         1 

"     •'        ♦»     white  females  "             •*         3 

383 


698  PAPERS  ACCOMPAKTING  THE 


From  the  Navy,  wliite  males • 41 

•'      '*        •'         **        *'     discharged  from  servico 4 

45 

"    civil  life,  lyhite  males 10f> 

**     **        **      •*      females 128 

234 

"     "        "    colored  males 21 

"      "        *'        "        females 35 

—  r/; 


Males,  552;  females,  IGG;  total 713 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  daring  the  year  ending  Jane  30, 
1876,  was— 

From  the  Army,  white  males HTi 

••      "        "     colored    *'     I 

"      "        "     white      "    discharged  from  service 44 

"      **        **     colored    "  "  "        "      1 

81 

**     **  Navy,    white  males II 

*'     "        **         "         "      discharged  from  service 3 

14 

"  civil  life,  white  males CO 

"    **      **      **      females 37 

97 

••    **      "    coloredmales 11 

*•    "     "        •«      females JO 

21 

ll« 

Males,  1G6;  females,  47;  total til 

There  were  eleven  (11)  less  persons  than  cases  nnder  treatment  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  by  reason  often  (10)  re-admissions  and  one  (1)  trans* 
fer  from  the  private  to  the  indigent  list,  upon  the  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior. 

The  whole  number  of  patients  under  treatment  in  the  course  of  the 
year  1875-70  was: 

From  the  Army,  white  males S% 

"      "       •*     «)lored    **    4 

*'      '*       '*       white       "    discharged  from  service 214 

*•      **       **      colored    *•  **        •'      3 

'*      **       '*      white      **  civilian  employes 3 

*'      •*       "       colored    **  **  **        1 

"      "       "      white  females    "  "        3 

464 

i»      «   Kavy,  white  males ••-    C8 

**      "       **       *•         "    discharged  from  service 7 

-  £9 
'*  civil  life,  white  males 166 

•      "        *•     females 165 

331 

(>       <*      "    coloredmales 32 

•»       •*      ••        ••       females 45 

77 

408 

Males,  718;  females,  213;  total 931 

The  number  of  patients  discharged  in  the  year  was— 

Recovered,  from  the  Army,  white  males 18 

*»  '*     •»      *'         •*        •*    discharged  from  service 9 

*'      **   Navy,  white  males 6 
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fiecoTored,  from  civil  life,  white  males 33 

"  *'       "      "  **     females J4 

47 

"  "       "      "      coloreamales 1 

••  **      *'     "  "       females. 3 

4 

51 


ft 


males, 67;  females,  17  ;  total 84 


Improved,  from  the  Army,  white  males 3 

"  "      "      •*  "        "■      discharged  from  service 5 

"  "      **      "       colored  civilian  employes * 1 

9 

**  "      "    Navy,  white  males 1 

••  •'    civillife         **        "     14 

"         *•      "      ••  "     females 9 

23 

"         "      "     "       coloredmales 2 

"         "      "     "  ••     females i 

26 

"      malM,26;  females,  10;  total w 36 

Unimprovady  from  the  Army,  white  males 1 

Died,  from  the  Army,  white  males 13 

••      "      •'      "        colored    "     1 

••      "      "      ••        white      '•    discharged  from  service 19 

"      "      "      "  "        •'    civilian  employ^ 1 

27 

«•      u      u    Navy,  white  males 2 

"      "      ••      "  "        "    beoeficiary 1 

3 

•*      ••     civil  llfis,  white  males 12 

•*      "      "      "  '*  females 13 

25 

"      "      *'      •'     colorodmales 6 

••      "      "      "  "      females 6 

U 

36 

**    males,  48;  females,  18;  total 66 

The  discbarges  and  deaths  together,  were— 

Males,  142;  females,  45;  total 187 

% 

The  nnmber  of  patients  remaining  under  treatment  on  tlie  30th  daj 
of  Jnne,  1876,  was : 

From  the  Army,  white  males .• 201 

*•      •*      "       colored    **    3 

*'      **      *•        wlnte      "    discharged  from  service 183 

"      *'       **      colored    **  "  "        "      •- 3 

**      •*      **       white      "    civilian  employes 2 

••      "      *'  "    females      "  "       3 

400 

'•      *•    Navy,  white  males 43 

**      **      •*  •'        **    discliarged  from  service 6 

49 

'*      civil  Hfo»  white  males 107 

"        *•      **      **      females J29 

230 

*'        "      **      coloredmales 23 

"        "      **        ••        females tJO 

59 

295 

Male8,576;  females,  108;  total 744 


700  PAPERS  ACCOMPAHYINa  THE 

The  recoveries  this  year  were  70 —  per  cent  of  the  discharges ; 
per  cenC  of  the  discharges  and  deaths ;  39+  per  cent,  of  the  admissioDSy 
and  9+  per  cent  of  the  whole  number  under  treatment 

The  relatives  and  guardians  of  patients  manifested  less  inclination  to 
remove  them  prematurely  than  usual,  and  only  three  (3)  of  those  dis- 
charged imp7'oved  and  unimpravedj  two  (2)  males  and  one  (1)  female,  pre- 
sented any  reasonable  prospect  of  recovery. 

The  death  rate  of  males  was  6.7 ;  of  females  8.4+  :  average  of  both 
sexes,  7.9 —  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  treated,  l^o  recent  case  of 
mental  derangement  died  of  a  strictly  acute  organic  disease.  Several 
old  cases  were  terminated  by  passive  exacerbations  of  chronic  bodily 
disorders. 

The  general  health  of  the  household  was  excellent,  and  no  serious 
bodily  injury  occurred  either  to  a  patient  or  employ6|  though  there  were, 
as  usual,  a  considerable  number  of  both  homicidal  and  suicidal  patients 
under  treatment,  besides  others  who  suffered  from  those  hallucinations 
that  frequently  give  rise  to  self-protecting  or  retaliatory  acts  of  violence 
by  the  insane.  There  was  no  disease  of  zymotic  character.  Assistant 
Surgeon  D.  L.  Huntington,  U.  S.  A.,  with  two  assistants  from  the  Sor- 
geon-General's  Office,  has  recently  made  a  series  of  observations  with 
several  carefully-adjusted  anemometers  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  air 
supplied  to  the  hospital  by  its  fan.  At  the  least  speed  at  which  it  is 
customary  to  run  the  fan-engines  (40  revolutions  per  minute,  the  fan 
making  2  revolutions  to  one  of  tiie  engines)  the  supply  each  minute  was 
found  to  be  54,784  cubic  feet,  or  an  average  of  70  cubic  feet  per  minute 
to  each  individual  of  the  main  house.  If  the  house  contained  only  the 
number  of  inmates  it  can  suitably  accommodate^  the  fur-supply  would 
be  over  100  cubic  feet  per  minute  to  each  individual.  This  air-supply 
is  absolutely  certain,  irrespective  of  seasons  or  wind-currents.  Of 
course,  in  the  warm  season,  when  the  windows  are  raised,  the  wind-cur- 
rents often  supply  and  change  the  air  much  more  rapidly.  Such  a  nUe 
of  air-change  supplemented  by  scrupulous  cleanliness,  ^d  the  disinfec- 
tion of  water-closets  and  urinals,  renders  the  condition  of  the  aur  of  the 
hospital  as  high,  perhaps,  as  it  is  practicable  to  attain  in  a  house  •«» 
crowded  as  the  male  wards  of  this  are.  It  should  be  stated  that  two 
detached  buildings  which  accommodate  eighty  (80)  p^Uwta  nn  not 
included  in  the  system  of  forced  ventilation. 

The  following  is  a  saccifl^t;  ^Oppression  of  the  phyei^  wuiiUw  of 

those  who  died; 

Chronic,  organic,  and  fnnctional  degeneration  ^f  the  brain,  without  complicative  pr 

Bupervenient  disease  before  death ^ • 4 

Chjrpnicj  organic  ftu4  fttOCtion^  ^eguuK^tiflA^^S  }>Ulin,  t^Uh  phthisia^palmonalif . .  •  ]  ;* 

^'          '^*                 <•                     *»                     '*         Apoplexy,  (serous)-..  II 


•  4 

4i 

41 

** 

i< 

Jt 

41 
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Si 
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<* 
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•  « 
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41 

«t 


Apilepey ,....      c* 

paresis <4 

organic  disease  of  heart 
pneainoni%  (passive) . .      '^J 

chronic  bronchitis 

o))8traction  and  perfora* 

iion  of  intestines ....       -? 
chronic  pericarditis . .  •  ^ 

asthenia 

pancer  pf  uteras 

**        Itidnej 

chronic  diarrhea 

"      hepatitU 

secondary  s jphijiis .... 

haemoptysis  ^ 

senile  gangrene  of  /oot 
chfpuic  peritonitis 
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Acato  mania,  withezbanstion • 2 

*'      '*         '*   bsDinatemesis 

**      **         '*    apoplexy 

**      "         "   cbronic  diarrhea 


**      **         *•   epilepsjr 

**  dementia,  with  apoplezy 

<  *  melancholia,  witu  chronic  diarrhea. 

*»  *•  "     ezhan<tion 

"  "  •'     apoplezy 


Total 66 

BtENTAL  CONDITION. 

Acute  mania 6 

Chronic  "    17 

Acute  dementia 1 

Chronic      "      37 

Acute  melancholia • 3 

Cbronic        "         1 

ImbeciUtjr • 1 

Total 66 

PURATION  OF  MENTAL  DISEASE  OF  THOSE  WHO  DIED, 

Lees  than  one  month • 3 

Two  months 2 

Four     ••      1 

rive     *•      2 

Eight    •*      1 

Ten       *•      1 

Ono  year 10 

Two     ** 8 

Three  " •—.» 6 

Four    " - 8 

Fivo 


«t 


5 

Six      " 4 

Hcven  *'  1 

Eight  •' 2 

Nino    **  3 

Ten     •*  » 

Eleven   years 3 

Twelve      **    3 

Fifteen       "    

Eighteen    "     

Twenty      "    

Twenty-one  years • 

Thirty-one      "     »« 

Total 06 
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Of  those  who  died  duriuf^  tho  year,  there  were : 


From  the  Army,  white  males 

"       '•    colored     " 

**      *•    white       •*    (discharged  from  service) 
navy 


It 


**     "        •'  •*    (beneficiary), 

civil  life        "  "     

*♦     "  "     females 

*'    **      colored  males 

^*    females 


41 


Baried  in      i>.^^,^^i 
cemetery.      '  •*•«•«». 


Bciiiod  in  hospital  cemetery,  35  males;  8  females....*. . 
Removed  by  friends 13     **     10       **      


Total  . 


As  nearly  as  could  be  ascertained,  the  patients  admitted  during  iht 
year  had  been  insane  at  the  time  of  their  admission. 


Ouo  to  six  months,  from  the  Army,  white  males 

••  ••  **     colored      **     

*<  *'  '*      white      *'    dischftrged  from  service  .... 

n  ««       Navy, 

**    discharged  from  service  .. 
civil  life, 


f  < 


(I 

(«  II 

**    females. 
**   colored    males, 
females. 


14 


II 


II 


84 
1 

7 
8 

87 
21 

7 
6 


103 


Six  to  twelve  months,  from  the  Army,  white  males 

discharged  from  service  ...» 


14 
II 
<i 
14 
44 


"      Nav 


7 
lif 


41 
41 


44 

14 

•*  civil  life  "  "  i 
**  "  "  females. 
«*         (*    colored  m^e  . 


3 

4 

8 
8 
1 


80 


One  to  two  yearB,  from  the  Army,  white  males 6 

'           **         *'         "     discharged  from  serrioe ....  16 

"    colored       "                    **                     ....  I 

Navy    white      '*      I 

**     discharged  from  aervlee  ....  1 

"      5 

females 3 


4t 
4k 
II 


44 

(4 
44 


tl 

ft 

C 


44 


civil    life 

14  44 


44 
|4 
44 


44 


'*    colored 


u 


>ff' 


iw 


Over  two  years,  from  the  Army,  white  males,  discharged  from  penitft 

civil  life 

females  • 

'*  **      "    colored  ;nales    


4 
1 
4 
8 


11 


Over  throe  years,  from  the  Army,  white  male,  discharged  from  serrioe. 

civil  life        **  **     

•*  "      "         **    females 

*'     '*    colored       " 


1 

7 
8 
8 


12 


Over  four  ycavij,  fr^ln  the  Army,  white  male,  discharged  from  sorvioQ. 

civil  life      " 


44 


44 


1 

4 
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Over  five  years,  from  the  Army,  white  male.. 

civil  lifo        '*      "     .. 
"  ••      "         "  females. 


Over  seven  years,  from  the  Army,  white  males,  discbarged  from  scivico. 

civil  life 


•  t 


•It 


t( 


Over  eip^bt  years,  from  the  Army,  white  male,  discharged  from  service, 

Over  nine  years,  from  civil  lifo,  white  male 

Over  ton  years,  from  the  Army,  white  male,  discharged  from  service 

civil  lifo 


(( 


ti 


•  i 


Over  eleven  years,  from  the  Army,  white  male,  discharged  from  service.. .. 

Over  twelve  years,  from  civil  life,  white  females 

Over  twenty  years,  from  civil  life,  colored  male 

Unknown,  from  civil  life,  white  males , 

colored  female 


(1 


(4 


Males,  16G;  females,  47;  total 


1 
1 
3 


G 
2 


3 
1 


5 

1 
1 


1 
o 

1 

4 


Table  showing  the  nativity,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  of  the  4,021  per- 
sons treated, 

NATIVE  BORN.  FOREIGN  BOUN. 


District  of  Colambia 401 

New  York 307 

Maryland 247 

Virginia 238 

PennAylvania 224 

Ohio 107 

MaBsachusetts ,96 

Maine 41 

lUinois 39 

Connecticut 34 

New  Hampshire .32 

Indiana 30 

Michigan 29 

New  Jenej 29 

28 

22 

J9 

18 

IG 

12 

12 

Jl 

7 

C 


Kentucky. 

Tennessee 

Wiaconsin 

Vermont 

Missouri 

Rhode  Island . . . 

Delaware 

North  Carolina.. 

Georgia 

Mississippi 

Alabama 

South  Carolina  . 

Iowa 

Weat  Virginia. . 

LfOuisiana 

Florida 

Texas 

&aUforma 

&hoctaw  Nation 

Colorado 

Arkansas 

Kansas 


5 

4 

4 

3 

2 

2 
<> 

2 
1 
1 
1 


Total 2,038 

NaU  ve  l>om 

Foreign  born 

Unknown 


Ireland 875 

Germany 589 

94 

44 

34 

27 

15 

14 

-.  n 

10 

10 

8 

6 

6 

6 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


England . 

France. 

Canada 

Scotland 

Switzerland 

Italy. 

Denmark 

Norway 

Sweden.... 

Poland 

Russia 

Nova  Scotia 

Austria. 

Spain 

Holland 

Hungary 

Saxony 

Wales 

Portugal 

Mexico 

Malta 

Belgium 

Buenos  Ayres 

&06ta  Rica 

Bavaria 

Sidly 

British  Columbia 

East  Indies,  (Brit.)... 

West       "         "      ... 

'*     (Hayti.) 

New  Brunswick 

Cuba 

China 


Total. 


1,789 

2,038 

1,789 

194 


to&l •. , 4,021 
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Table  shoioing  the  form  of  disease  under  which  the  cases  treated  since  the 
institution  was  opened  lalxtred  at  the  time  of  admissiotin 

MAKIA. 


it 

tl 
l( 


Acute  simple • * ],tyiO 

dipsoic 2^1 

periodic t?9 

febrile 35 

'     epileptic 37 

*     suicidal *<27 

'     puerperal 27 

**     Domicidal 21 

"     paralytic 14 

nysterical 10 

cataleptic • 5 

*'     erotic 2 

**      tjpbomaoia,  (Bell's  disease) S 

*'     suicidal  aud  homicidal 2 

IdeptoiC r f9wp 1 


tl 
it 


tt 


(t 
tt 
(» 
it 

tt 

tt 
tt 
It 

tt 
If 
It 

I 

II 


MONOHABU. 


*'     periodic 


J,6S7 


Chronic,  simple 436 

dipsoic 54 

periodic...^.  •• ••-• 45 

epileptic 44 

paralytic • 13 

nomiddal 10 

puerperal • 9 

Dysterical, 3 

cataleptic 2 

suicidal • 5 

iiomicidal  and  epileptic , 3 

kleptoic 2 

dipsoic  aud  epileptic I 

homicidal  and  hysterical ^ 1 

♦<           ••         **    «ui«dri, -...,.. ,.^ 1 


Aente,simple G 

Cbrgaisj,  "  '" M 


BlSLUICIiDUA* 

Acu^e,  simple • }M 

**     suicidal ...p ^ 44 

•*    siostal^^ic »...^....,..r. V5 

**     liomicidal P*f^f i>».* 2 


SO 


o 


**       43pileptiC e^r---^ .• r • 1 

**     panu[ytic  and  suicidal. li...^,,...;^...... ^ , 1 


*»a 


H 


Chronic,  simple ......^..^.       ^1 

**       liuicidal pp.^..,  8 

*'        periodic... T • I 
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DEMENTIA* 

Acnte,  simple 282 

*•      paralytic 18 

"      epileotic 14 

**      suiciaal 7 

'*      general  paralysifl • 5 

"      periodic 3 

**      senile a 

332 

Chronic,  simple 625 

epileptic 101 

••         paralytic 50 

"         senile /- - 31 

**         general  paralysis 20 

*•         dipsoic 19 

smcidal 6 

*•        periodic 3 

*'        paralytic  and  epileptic 3 

soiddal     "         **      1 

••             *•          "    paralytic 1 

^     BCD 

IMBECILITYp 


Cbronjc,  simple • 23 

epileptic • ••• •••••.• 3 

26 


it 


Opium-eaters  • • 6 

Not  insane •..••.. 1 

Whole  number  of  cases  treated • 4,104 

Number  of  re-admissions , , 83 


«• 


'' persons  treated 4,021 


Of  the  cases  admitted  during  the  year  ending  June  SO,  IE76,  there  were  of-< 

MARIA. 

Acnto • 74 

Chronic » 54 

128 

AIELAHCtfOUC. 

Acnte 2() 

Chronic • 7 

33 

PEBxeimA. 

Acute 13 

Chronic 30 

49 

IMUECIUTY. 
Chronic 1 

OPIUM-EATERS. 

Chronic 2 


Acute.  113;  chronic,  100;  total -l.., Ul,S 

45  Ab 


• 
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As  far  as  coald  be  ascertained,  the  late  volanteers  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  under  treatment  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876^  eotefed 
the  service  from  the  following  States : 


New  York 

Ohio 

Pennsylyania  .. 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Michifpan 

WiBConain 

Maryland 

Connecticat .... 
Massaohusetts  . . 

ICiBSOuri 

New  Jersey 

New  Hampshire. 

Maine ■ 

California 

Unknown 

Tennessee 

Nebraska 

Kansas 

Delaware 

Virginia , 

Iowa 

Kentucky 

Wfist  Virg^ima.. 


Army. 


33 

31 

19 

13 

12 

12 

9 

7 

6 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

2 

2 


Navy. 


175 


S        177 


Tabular  statment  of  the  time  of  life  at  lohich  tJie  ^fi21  persons  treated  since 

the  opening  of  the  institution  became  insane* 


Under  10  years 

Between  10  and  15  years 


15 
20 
^ 
30 
;35 
40 
45 
50 
60 
70 
80 
Unlmown  . 


CI 

<i 

« 
11 
•  I 
it 
it 
»i 
«l 
(t 
f< 


20 
25 

30 
35 
40 
45 
50 
60 
70 
80 
90 


ii 
<» 
Ii 
Ii 

CI 

It 
II 
(I 

II 
It 


r\ 

44 

»l 

714 

43» 

1T5J 
ItCi 

<* 

•> 
74 


Total 4,iei 

Ohapel  services  ou  the  Sabbath,  which  were  suspended  near  the  dose 
of  the  previous  year  on  account  of  the  extension  of  the  assembly-room, 
were  resumed  early  this  year,  and  have  since  been  satisfactorily  ood- 
tinned  without  interruption.  The  chaplains  of  the  hospital  are  amouj; 
the  most  learned  and  pious  clergymen  of  the  country*  They  preach 
able  sermons  to  attentive  audiences,  taking  special  care  to  avoid  con- 
troverted points  of  theology  and  exciting  appeals  to  the  feelinga.  The 
patients  of  an  institution  for  the  insane  should  not  be  put  off  with  puerile 
or  decrepit  preachiug  to  which  sane  people,  free  to  choose  their  reijgioos 
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instraotors,  would  refuse  to  listen.  If  the  insane  are  obviously  treated 
as  young  children  or  imbeciles^  there  are  always  a  considerable  number 
in  every  large  hospital  who  soon  discover  and  resent  it. 

The  effort  has  been  continned  with  very  satisfactory  success  to  give 
the  evening  week-day  entertainments  a  superior  character,  on  the  ground 
that  what  is  calculated  to  instruct  and  entertain  the  most  intelligent 
and  cultivated  patients  will  generally  please  the  demented  and  unlettered, 
while  a  poor  performance,  that  might  amuse  the  latter  class,  will  not  sat- 
isfy  the  former.  All  of  the  entertainments  given  the  last  season  were  ex- 
cellent as  diversions,  and  many  of  them  highly  instructive,  and  the  hospi- 
tal is  again  indebted  to  the  generous  and  accomplished  members  of  the 
dramatic  and  musical  associations  of  the  District  for  their  gratuitous 
assistance  in  conducting  them.  Francis  Wells,  esq.,  of  Philadelphia, 
kindly  gave  several  highly  entertaining  readings,  and  the  marine  band 
a  grand  concert,  which  ddighted  every  ear  in  the  house. 

The  enlarged  assembly-room  serves  its  purpose  admirably.  It  is  light 
and  cheerful,  and  its  temperature,  ventilation,  accoustic  properties,  and 
facilities  for  the  instruction  aqd  diversion  of  the  assembled  patients  are 
entirely  satisfactory.  It  affords  a  seat  for  every  inmate  who  is  in  a 
suitable  condition  to  be  taken  to  it,  and  for  every  officer  and  employ^  of 
the  establishment  who  can  be  spared  to  attend  the  exercises  that  take 
place  in  it.  Including  officers  and  employ<3s,  the  audiences  vary  in 
number  from  five  to  six  hundred;  and  while  there  is  occasionally  a 
a  slight  disturbance  from  an  epileptic  seizure— very  rarely  from  unre- 
strained mental  excitement— it  is  a  common  remark  of  clergymen  and 
others  who  conduct  the  exercises  in  the  assembly-room  that  in  quietude 
and  decorous  attention  they  compare  very  favorably  with  the  average 
audiences  of  churches  and  lecture-rooms.  The  assemblages  of  the  pa- 
tients should  rarely  be  continued  beyond  one  hour,  and  three-quar- 
ters of  an  hour  is  a  safer  limit  In  most  cases.  To  some  patients  pro- 
longed attention  is  an  injurious  mental  strain.  To  others  the  power  of 
attention  is  quite  limited,  and  when  it  is  exhausted,  they  become  restless 
and  uncomfortable,  and  only  find  relief  in  physical  change  and  mental 
relaxation. 

Males.  Females.  TotaL 
Of  independent  or  pay-patients,  there  were  at  the  beginning  of 

the  year 16  15  31 

RcceiTed  daring  the  year 17  6  23 

Whole  number  under  treatment ^ 3:S  21  54 

Discharged  during  the  year IG  9  25 

Bemaining  at  the  end  of  the  year 17  12  29 

On  account  of  the  less  number  of  transient  patients  in  the  institution 
at  the  expense  of  the  District  than  there  were  during  several  previous 
years,  the  receipts  ($11,348.45)  on  account  of  the  board  and  treatment 
of  this  class  of  inmatea  were  less  than  the  previous  year  by  95,819.29, 
though  the  rate  per  week  was  49|  cents  more.  The  District  3.65  bonds 
of  the  face-value  of  $4,200,  the  proceeds  of  certificates  received  for 
the  board  of  non-resident  patients  several  years  ago,  were  sold  by 
Messrs.  Biggs  &  Co.,  and  the  amount  realized  is  included  in  the  receipts 
of  the  year.    Below  is  a  statement  of  the  transaction : 

|3,00Ofor71J |a.l5r>25 

81,000  for  7Ji :.       7J5  0(» 

$200(8mall)  70i 140  50 

$3,011  75 

Leuiper  cent  brokerage  on  $4,200 10  50 

Amottnt  realised ••••.  ,*.,,*«..-•• 3,001  SS 
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The  railroad  tliat  crosses  the  rirerfront  of  tbc  grounds  li 
some  goods  for  tbe  hospital  in  the  coarse  of  tb«  yeiir,  and  sboWB  II 
lu  comiDg  years,  if  it  is  permitted  to  remain  'n-hore  it  is,  the  In 
may  derive  some  economical  advantago  from  it,  by  lesscoitig  tlte  h 
from  the  city ;  but  its  beoelita  are  never  lilcely  to  connterbalaaoe  a  tiCi 
of  itd  disadviiDtages  to  the  hospital.  The  bill  to  define  the  privilt^ 
and  obligations  of  the  road  has  not  yet  become  a  law,  and  iruate^'cc  it 
does  for  the  convenience  and  protection  of  the  hospital  is  doe  aolel;  to 
the  coortesy  of  its  officers. 

The  wholesale  market-valne  of  the  products  of  the  farm  and  pirdeo 
during  tbc  season  of  1875,  estimated  by  the  officers  of  ihe  hospital  with 
the  assistance  of  a  practical  innrkot-gardcner  and  dairymen  iu  the  neigti- 
borhood,  was  $23,502.82.  This  amonnt  oKcecds  the  correspoDdiDV  esti- 
mate of  last  year  by  $5,210.12,  and  of  the  year  before  by  92^2M. 
This  increase  of  value  is  dno  to  increased  production,  the  estimated 
values  of  seventeen  articles  largely  cultivated  having  becu  less,  and 
of  nine  that  ure  less  cultivated  having  been  greater,  this  year  thau  last 
year  or  the  year  before. 

The  following  list  shows  the  products  and  their  values  iu  detail : 

Applw,  196  bnsbels,  at  61.23 (US  00 

Aspanig'iu,  I,lilU  biiDclies,>t  10  cents |dl  M 

Benos,  (liina,)  253  bunholit,  at  g)i 5M  gD 

BcwiB.  {«itiii|r.)87Jbu9b8U,  atia ITS  » 

Beef,  (fresh,)*.  14a  poaudE,  at  lUceuta 41(  W 

Bott-EfKiia,  104  bwrels,  titSt.aO ^        150  OB 

Beets,  280  buabeU,  >t  GOccota ||0  pa 

Blackberrie*,  107  qunrW,  at  12  CBnt* IBM 

Butter,  763  poUDds,  iit40  coutt 

Canliflmrcra,  llj&be«di,  ul  lOccmli 

Cabbage,  1>5,331  beaJa,  at  5c«ota 

Coutalenpe,  J,48j.  at  6  cent» 

Cirrota,  aS7  buncLen,  at  5  eonts 

Celery,  3,2J1  biuclia,  at  10  e«nt* 

Cliorrica, '^,^90  qiiarta,  at  ID  cenU -ia  60 

Cbivbeiu.  li  ddzeD,  al$G sg  UV 

Com,  <jrn«a}  1,903  dozen  oan,  at  13  centt 23m 

Caciimben,  33  btt«liel,  at^ 7^  (o 

CuTTBDti,  SOSquarta,  at  15  cent* 4|  TP 

DukIu,  44,  at  IiO  M[il« tfln 

liBRS.534  doicii,  BtSOwnW lOUW 

>^re-p' »"'>.'< 3,  at  lOcenti 71  ju 

Vigt,  141  quarts,  Bt85cent» „  Ji  m 

Oeeae.43,  at 75 cents ^..,.  aj  g/, 

GeaeeberrlaB, 44  qiiBrt>,  at  lOceota,..., ....,,...  Q  OD 

GlapoB,  (lineTarietiM,)  111,303  pounds,  at  lOceuti .,..„.,  I,V3U  M 

Oainea-fowls,  )l,at 'lOeeais B  u 

K»lo.  331  butTBla,  Nt$1.50 (gg  qo 

Lcitaw.  H,:P.''.'lit«d*,at3cCTii» 9987 

Milk,  i.'.,<>.;U|CNlloDS,  atlOceaU C,  318  OS 

Nnalurtiitni.  10  qnnits, GO  ceot* . ... .. .........  ............  (  Qi 

Ok™,  tt  biMlieU,  att5 M  OS 

Ooioni^  4;»baabeln,  altS.'iO ,.,, 1,067  SB 

Pnwbj,  l.O&i  bnnchei,  at  a  casta SS  4H 

runaipi,  IU  bnibola,  alliOonla 3HIU 

PisMUii.  BH,  at  StTi  cents StM       111 

Pe»».  l»)bnabeU.at$e 3«^J^ 

repncn,  m  qnart*.  At  as  cenU ^S^^H 

Pofk,  7,y-2'l  ponnds.  at  10  ccnl* M^^l 

Potatoes,  (Irwb.)  1.:i.-»  bushels,  at«1 I.M^^H 

I'oUloes.  (sweet,)  173  buabds,  at  $1 mS^^I 

i^ii»pkiD»,v,RT>,  BiBccnti aial^^ 

I'caulwa,  7<I  bnabeb,  nt  91 76  CO       '" 

IJDiitoni.  30  bosheli.  otfU tOtf  00 

Uadlsbee,  It^ObuodiM,  at 5 cents,. ......,,,,,„,,, jj.„,,..„,»,„„i.,.^  U  o 

I  ........... ji«.....«.«^j^^|j^  ^  «u 
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RAspborrieg,  121  quarts,  at  J 5  oenta..! $18  15 

Rlmbarb,787  bunches,  at  1^  cents 88  44 

Seeds,  (garden,) 266  10 

8alslf7,3bn8bels,at75  cents '. v  ^  ^ 

Spinach,  190  barrels,  at  ^.50 325  00 

Squash,  (summer,)  9,043, li 135  64 

Sqnash,  (winter,)  81,15  cenU 12  15 

Stxawberries,  1,001  quarts,  at  15  cents 150  15 

Tomatoes,  397  bosbels,  at  |1.50 595  50 

Turkeys,  13,  at  |l. 50 19  50 

Tomips,  322  bushels,  at  75  cents 241  50 

Veal,  903  pounds,  at  15  cenU ,. 135  45 

Watermelons,  1,466,  at  10  cents '. 146  60 

Animals  sold  alive 90  72 

Hides  and  grease  ftom  beef  rused : 40  00 

Old  barrels,  ngs,  ^kc,  sold 175  28 

Keepisgeightnorses  for  hospital  use ^ 1,650  00 

Total 23,502  82 

The  estimated  valae  of  the  correspondiDg  prodacts  of  the  previous 
year  was  $18,292.70. 

The  following  agricnltnral  prodacts  of  the  year  ending  Jane  30, 
1876,  are  not  included  in  the  preceding  list,  their  estimated  value  hav- 
ing  been  credited  to  the  farm  and  garden,  principally  in  milk,  meats, 
and  the  keeping  of  horses  for  hospital  use. 

Grass,  (pasturage,) $750  dO 

Hay,  101  tons,  at  $20 2,020  00 

Hay,  (rye,)  25 tons,  at  120 600  00 

Fodder,  (com,dry.)34  tons,  at$10 340  00 

Broad-castoom,  4iaciesground,  at$30 135  00 

Kangel-wurzel,  3,U35  bushels,  of  56  pounds  each,  at  50  cents 1, 517  50 

Sugar-beets,  1,071  bushels,  of  56  pounds  each,  at  50  cents 535  50 

CorUi  (grain,)  1,270  busheli,  at  75  cents 952  50 

Total 6,750  50 

Not  only  have  the  productions  of  the  form  and  garden  been  consid- 
erably larger  than  those  of  any  previous  year,  but  we  believe  that  they 
have  cost  considerably  less.  If  so,  the  reduction  in  tihe  cost  of  produc- 
tion has  been  due  in  part  to  the  steadOy-increasing  fertility  of  the  land, 
in  part  to  the  less  labor  required  to  cultivate  a  given  area  in  its  im- 
proved condition,  and  in  part  to  a  steady  increase  in  the  productive 
industry  of  the  chronic  inmates  of  the  house.  On  this  pleasant  autumn 
day,  whose  temperature  is  the  most  agreeable  medium  between  a  scorch- 
ing heat  and  a  shrinking  cold,  without  the  knowledge  of  any  assistant 
having  the  employment  of  patients  in  immediate  charge  that  this 
record  is  made,  135,  or  a  little  more  than  26  per  cent,  of  the  chronic 
male  patients,  and  33,  or  a  little  less  than  22  per  cent,  of  the  chronic 
female  patients,  are  employed.  About  the  St'une  number  is  employed 
at  all  seasons,  the  decrease  in  the  number  that  work  on  the  land  in  mid- 
summer and  winter  being  attended  by  a  corresponding  increase  in  the 
number  that  work  in  the  kitchens,  stables,  laundry,  and  shops. 

This  hospital  employs  patients  primarily  for  the  benefit  of  their  health, 
the  economical  results  of  their*  labor,  whatever  they  may  be,  being  re- 
garded simply  as  an  incident  of  the  primary  object  of  their  employ- 
ment The  utmost  care  is  taken  that  only  suitable  cases  are  put  to 
work,  that  they  are  not  injuriously  exposed  to  extreme  heat  or  cold,  nor 
to  storms,  and  that  they  have  suitable  food  and  clothing.  All  who  are 
familiar  with  the  subject  agree  that  moderate  labor,  under  proper  circum- 
stances, by  properly-selected  inmates  of  institutions  for  the  insane,  bene- 
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fits  them  more  than  any  other  mode  of  treatment.  The  managers  of 
this  institution  have  always  been  impressed  with  the  conviction  tiiat 
many  of  the  insane  who  have  the  inteUigenceand  will  to  engace  in  some 
industrial  cfbiployment  would,  if  put  to  work,  be  irrecoverably  injoied 
by  itj  but  with  the  care  that  such  a  conviction  has  led  tbem  to  exeteiae 
in  this  matter,  they  believe  that  no  patient  has  ever  been  mentally  or 
physically  injured  by  labor. 

The  following  is  the  estimated  value  of  live-stock,  farm  and  gardes 
implements,  stable-furniture,  and  other  personal  propertj,  mostlj  ued 
for  agricnltural  purposes,  on  hand  Jnne  30, 1876 : 

39cOw8,  Jersey  and  i^prades,  at  $75 |2,925  0C» 

5heif«r8,  Syearsold,  at  |70 XO  uv 

11    *•       2     "      "    at  fCO eCOW 

3  "        1     *•      "    at  |40 ; ISO  u« 

14    "        (calveB,)at  $20 290  iV 

2      •*       Durham  grades,  2  years  old.  at  $60 120  iv 

4  "       Holstein      "        1     "      "     at  $25 JOO  uo 

5  "           "             "       (calves,)  at  $15 73  O-j 

Ibtdl.          •*         3  yearsold IfiO  iw 

3bulls,  Jersey,  2 years  old, at $100 300  0^ 

2  steers,  2  years  Old,  at  $37.50 n  (M) 

Goxen,  at$80 4U0  Uu 

Total ; 6,656  90 

Horses  and  mtUu, 

23  horses,  at  $150 |3»450  00 

loolt 90  00 

6.  mules,  at  $75 375  OO 

Total A916P0 

Swine. 

98SOWB,  at$30 |840  00 

30  barrows,  at  $25 750  tiO 

Iboar 50  W 

eOshoats,  at  $10 liOO  uo 

Total jl,240  00 

PouUrff, 

8  turkeys,  at  $1 .75,  $14 ;  35  turkevs,  (yonn^, )  at  35  cents,  $12J25 498  25 

Sgeese,  at$l.50,  $12;  52fteese,  (yotiaff,)  at  30 cents, $15.60 27  6u 

37  ducks,  at  75  cents,  $27.75  ;  84  ducks,  (young, }  at  25  cents,  $21 46  TT* 

100  fowls, (barn-door,)  at50cents 50  vo 

8  futnea-fowls,  at  50  cents 4  00 

7awans,  at  $10 70  (iO 

5  wild  geese,  at  $2 10  Ou 

1  peacock .*. 6  00 

Total 241  60 

Farm  and  garden  impUmenls. 

2  mowing-machinefl,  at  $90 |]S0  OO 

1        "             *'         (lawn) 100  w 

1       "            *•            "      low 

1  borse^rake ^..  40  00 

6  haad-rakos,  at  25  cenU 1  50 

4  '•        (iron,)at75cenU 3  00 

9  pbws,  at  $d 72  Ov 

6  cultiyators,  at  $."> 25  (lu 

5  harrows,  at  $10 60  0* 

1  loller,  (4-hoTBe) ISO  U) 

I      ••     (2    "     ) J5  00 
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1  roller,  (hand) $16  00 

16  wheelbarrows,  at  |3 48  00 

1  hammer,  (stone) 1  00 

1  handsaw 75 

1  loDgchaint  (stomp) 15  00 

SBOjthesand  snaths,  at  $1.50 4  50 

I  bramble-scythe I  00 

6picks,at50  cents 3  00 

4  mattocks,  at  50  centa 3  00 

16  shovels,  at  50  cents 9  00 

fiOhoes,  at50oenU 10  00 

15 hay-forks. at  75cents * 11  % 

9  mannre-forks,  at  |l 9  00 

S ipading-forks,  at$l 2  00 

Smaals,  paving,  at|l 2  00 

Shatcheto.  at50cents 1  00 

1  sledge-hammer • I  60 

1  set  blacksmiths*  tools 60  00 

1  •'  pipe-working  '» 300  00 

1  '•  Unners'           "  26  00 

3  boats  (keel)  and  oan,  one  at  $100,  iwoat$50-$100 200  00 

1  scow,  (flat) 250  00 

8  beef-trees,  at  $1.50 3  00 

1  ax,  (beef-kUUng) 1  00 

6  bee-hives,  at  S.50 1 16  00 

8  ropes,  (hemp,)  at  $7.50 « 16  00 

2  '•  (manila,)at  $3 .v 6  00 

9  baskets,  at  50  cents 4  50 

1  sand-sieve 6  00 

3  coal-sieves,  one $10.50.  one  $2.50,  one  75  cents. « 13  75 

2  monkey-wrenches,  atfl 2  00 

18  tether-chains,  at  $1 « 12  00 

l«eed.80wer 10  00 

6  crow-bars,  at  $1 6  00 

6  blocks  and  pulleys,  at  $5 25  00 

1  block,  (wharf) 20  00 

8  buckets,  (coal.)  at  $5 15  00 

8  water-cans,  at  75  cents 1  60 

18  water-buckets,  at  90oents 2  40 

8hose-spTinkleis,at$l 2  00 

9  hot-bed  sash,  at  $2 18  00 

80     "        *•  at  $1 : 20  00 

6       "       flames,  at  $3 18  00 

4  "          "at  $2 8  00 

Total 1,831  65 

Corriagts,  earis,  and  tDogoms, 

1  carriage,  (visitors') $250  00 

1      '*         (patients') 150  00 

1      •*         (Germantown) 125  00 

1      ••         (rockaway) 100  00 

1      *•         (Bloomingdalo) '350  00 

Sbuggies,  one  $250,  two  at $150— $300 550  00 

2carts,  (ox) 120  00 

1    ••  (covered) 40  00 

1    •'  (water) 20  00 

5  *•  (dirt,)at  $50 850  00 

1  •*  (hand)  i 10  00 

2  wagons,  (spring, Concord,) 4-horse,  at$225 450  00 

1        "      (spring,  Concord,)  2    ••       100  00 

8        "     (farm,     Concord,)4    •*      at|225 450  00 

3  *•     (plain.     Concord,)  at  $50 150  00 

I        '      (Coleman) 100  00 

I        "     (milk) 62  50 

1       «     (messenger) 100  00 

8        "     (garden.)  at $40 80  00 

1        •*     (depot) : 275  00 

Total 3,732  50 
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Harness,  fokes,  and  afpurtsntn^cs* 

leet  harness,  4-bor8e  carriage f300  00 

1"        **       4    **     wa^u 35000 

I  »«        ««        4    *»         •» 1S&  00 

2  •«     *»     4  '*      **    at  i26!I!!!m!ll!!*'!l""IlJ! 4000 

3*'        ••       2    *•         "      at  $12 38100 

1  «•        •*       2    **     carriage 14&  00 

1  ««        ••        2    **          '*      60  00 

1  "        **        2    **           "       S&OO 

3"        **        I    "     bajrgT,at$40 1«0  00 

3**       «•        1    "          •*       at$15 45  00 

4  "        •*        cart,at$7.50 30  00 

2"        •»          "     at  |25 60  00 

1  **        **        lioistiDg 10  00 

50  baiters,  at  50  cents K  00 

5  fly-nets,  at|l 5  00 

2  dozen  horse-covers,  at  |6 12  00 

2  saddles  and  bridles,  at  $5 •-.•  10  00 

1-saddle  and  bridle 30  00 

8  fly-sheets,  at 50  cents-... , 4  00 

8  carriage-covers,  at  $2 • 16  00 

4  yokes,  (ox.) at  $5 20  00 

Gchidns,  at  $4 v 24  00 

lidoeeu  surcingles,  at|12 ,.-  18  00 

1  dosen  ear-tips , , 10  OQ 

Total l,mi)d 

Stable  Jkmiture* 

12  beds,  at  $10 120  00 

8chairs,at$l 8  00 

1  wardrobe , , 10  00 

4  backets,  at  75  cents • 3  00 

7  backets,  at  25  cents , 1  75 

1  lamp-stand 1  00 

3stove8,  at  $4 1^  00 

3  lanterns,  at  30  cents «• 90 

1  book  and  writing  case • * ,..  10  OH 

2  jacks,  wheel,  at  $1.50 , , 3  00 

2  boilers,  at  $10 ^ ,, 80  00 

4  oil-cans,  at  25  cents ,, 1  00 

1  set  saddler's  tools 8  OU 

1  burr-mill , 50  00 

1  thrashin^-iiiocliiDe 10  00 

I  wlunowing-macbiDe 5  00 

1  corn-cob  crusher 10  00 

I  bay-cutter 40  00 

I  root-cutler 5  00 

1  hen-coop,  (iron) 2  00 

Chen-coops,  (wood,)  at  50c 3  00 

358  ft.  garden  hose,  at    18c 64  44 

400  ft.  five-bosc,at§1.50 ..,,.  600  00 

Total ,, 9^{» 

RECAPrrUIiATION. 

Live-stock 1 11.951  00 

Farm  and  garden  implements 1,831  €5 

Carriages,  carts,  and  wagons 3,732  50 

Harness,  yokes,  and  appurtenances ]t|500  00 

Gtob]^  fgrniture 988  00 

Total 20, 003  M 
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The  cxpeQclitores  and  receipts  on  account  of  the  corrent  support  of 
tbe  establishment!  including  necessary  repairs  and  improvementSy 
uoiounted  to : 

EZFElTDrrUREa. 

EsponJcU  for  wheat-Hoar,  com-iDCol,  and  crackers $6,7(i6  32 

••      butter  anU  cheese 8,949  01 

*'      meats  beiides  those  rained  at  the  h«>pi(a1 27,610  50 

poaltvy    *•        "        "           '•         **       487  CI 


*•      esffs         •*        **        ••           **         ••       360  40 

"      fish 2,087  90 

**      iTToceries 14,205  27 

••      Tee 302  40 

"      potatoes, other  ye^retables,  and  fruit 99150 

"      feedforatock 6,657  15 

"      agricultural  implements,  seeds,  and  fertilizers,  also  frnit  trees  and 

vines,  shrubs,  &,c 2,284  40 

••      stock 184  10 

'*     repairs  and  improTements  on  bnildingt,  eookln^^,  heatiniTt  and 

lighting  appaiatos,  water  saopl  j,  farm  and  garden  lands  and 

roMir:.-.rr. 12,39535 

*  *      repairs  to  yehicleii,  harness,  dbc. ;  also  new  harness 458  06 

'*      fumitura,  glass,  china,  and  hardware 4,278  06 

*'      boots,  shoes,  and  findings 646  31 

••     bedding 1,960  6d 

"      dry  goods 6,439  01 

*'      books,  stationery,  and  printing .' 515  83 

"      fuel  and  lights ^|024  30 

**      monej  refunded  to  priyata  patients 337  49 

**      return  of  eloped  patients 78  66 

••      postage 281  18 

*'      salaries  and  wa^s 57,423  10 

medicines,  surgical  instmments,  and  liquora 1,756  01 

'*      patieota' tidcets  to  nlaoes  of  amusement 267  15 

plies..... 


<i 


**      miscellaneous  supplies.... 26  00 

'*      horseshoeing,  (by  town  farriers) 76  37 

"      pay  patients*  special  personal  expenses 73  36 

**      bouse-rant 250  00 

Covoi-ed  into  the  United  States  Treasury 3  79 

Total 167,777  2J 


RGCeiPTS. 

From  tho  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 150,171  00 

privalf)  patients  for  board,  &>o 11,348  45 

Hundry  receipts,  including  sale  of  pigs,  hides,  rags,  &,c 6, 257  76 


Total 167,777  21 

There  were  appropriated  at  the  second  session  of  tbe  Forty-tbird 
Congress  for  completing  tbe  river-wall,  for  general  repairs  and  improve- 
ments, indudins:  tbe  main  entrancci  for  a  coal-vanlt,  and  for  supplying 
tbe  bospital  mui  water,  $28|748^  which  have  been  expended  for  the 
purposes  for  which  the  appropriations  were  made^  except  $3,960,  the 
estimated  cost  of  bringing  tbe  water  across  the  river.  It  was  fonnd 
that  that  sum  was  not  sufficient  to  pay  for  pipe  of  tbe  reqnired  size  and 
lay  it,  and  it  was  not  drawn  from  the  Treasury;  but  besides  defraying  the 
cost  of  the  reservoir,  pump-house,  pump  and  setting,  and  boiler  and  set- 
ting, from  what  they  were  estimateidi  to  cost,  an  extensive  filter  was  con- 
structed, and  the  reservoir,  from  which  the  water  is  raised,  filled  from 
the  river  though  tbe  filter.  Tbe  old  pump  and  boiler  have  also  been 
thoroughly  overhauled  and  set  in  tbe  new  puttip-bouse,  and  tbe  institu* 
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tioD  now  po-ssesses,  in  dnplicntA,  tho  most  sut>»t&nt.i:i},  dnraftlei  ] 
liable  facUitiGH  for  mising,  tn  tbc  tanks  in  tii«  nttlCR  of  the  mutfe 
ing,  all  the  water  that  is  nepdei!  for  eooijoruiciil  and  Haoitaiy  j. 

and  to  meet  the  einurgeucy  of  a  Qro  if  one  should  unhappily  <       

Nearly  nil  sensible  impnritios  are  removed  by  the  filter,  and  tbo  vmtor 
rajged  from  this  side  of  the  Aiiacostia  eeems  tfl  be  uearly,  if  not  qnlte, 
aa  pare  ns  that  which  comes  fl-om  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Potomac.  The 
springH  near  tho  hospital  continne  to  furnish  about  I5,O0U  gallons, 
or  one-fourth  of  the  daily  consumption,  of  na  pure  water  as  can  be  de- 
sired or  anywhere  found. 

A  subterranean  coal-vault  of  masonry  has  been  oonstructed  in  the 
rear  of  the  east  heating-boilers,  CO  feQt  by  27  feet  oa  the  frronod,  i 
10  feet  S  inches  high.  It  removon  the  necessity  of  a  dark,  dirty  pile  0 
coal,  which  for  years  has  obstructed  the  view  of  a  cbeerfnl  landfw 
I)y  tiio  patients  of  two  wards.  The  pavement  over  it  is  level  witto  t 
snrronnding  grounds,  and  coal-carts  drive  upon  it  and  empty  tbeir  e 
tents  directly  through  openings  in  the  crown  of  the  %"aiilt,  with  the  s 
lug  of  the  cost  of  one  handling. 

The  appropriation  was  not  (]Hito  sufllcient  to  compete  the  rirer-wal 
perhaps  it  can  be  gradually  finished  from  ctii-rent  receipts  Tbe  i^ 
provement  of  the  main  entrance  adds  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  \-i<i!tai 
and  patients  who  arrive  at  the  hospital,  or  leave  it  iu  inclement  wt^tbq 
and  it  renders  a  largo  room  in  the  main  story  lightand  cheerful.  UntV 
the  head  of  general  repairs  and  improvements  much  has  been  done  B 
add  to  tho  comfort  of  the  patients  indoors  and  out,  and  to  improve  aol 
preserve  the  property  of  the  institution.  J 

The  following  are  the  estinmtes  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1878 :  i 

1-  For  tho  support,  clothing,  and  medical  and  moral  treatment  of  t 
insane  of  the  Army  ami  Navy,  Marino  Corjw,  and  revenue-cutter  a 
and  of  all  persons  who  have  l>ecome  insane  since  their  eutraun)  into  tl 
military  or  naval  service  of  tho  United  States,  and  who  i 
and  of  the  indigent  insane  of  tho  Distriot  of  Columbia,  iu  the  <iloiri 
ment  Hospital  for  the  Inaaue,  ¥100,41^0. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  current  fiscal  year  there  were  under  ti-eat 
in  tho  hospi^al  744  patients,  34  of  whom  were  paying  the  average  o 
of  their  support,  leaving  710  who  were  supportetl  by  tho  Unvernmcflt 
Under  existing  laws  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  the  average  number  to  be 
supported  during  the  coming  year  will  be  less  thau  710.  It  will  probattl 
be  greater,  but  us  it  ought  not  to  bo  until  the  hospital  is  enlarced,  7* 
patienli*  is  made  the  tirst  basis  of  this  estimate. 

Tho  estimated  cost  of  the  board  uud  treatment  of  tho  free  or  Goveii 
ment  patients  during  the  current  year  is  $4.33^  per  week,  which  U 
lievcd  to  be  aa  low  a  rate  as  the  inmates  of  the  institution  can  be  p 
eriy  taken  care  of,  and  tbeamonntreqnired  for  the  support  of  an  nvt 
of  710  patients,  for  the  year,  at  that  rate  will  be  $lf!fl,4L'fI,  fftt 
(luiroments  of  the  last  appropriation  act,  that  "oue-h-iir  ■'  "  . 
of  (he  indigent  persons  who  maybe  hitrtmfcerudmittcii  ■ 
of  Columbia  shall  bo  [uiid  from  the  treasury  of  said  I  < 
continued,  it  is  estimated  that  one-half  of  tho  cnrrent  in 
the  indigeut  iostuio  of  the  District  admitted  aft^r  July  I.  I'^T);.  wi 
the  year  iS77-'J8,  be  $5,843,  which,  deductc<l  from  ♦HK>,42fl,  the  t 
estimated  aiuouot  neoessary  to  .support  the  fre<>pati«nbi  during  tbc  DM 
year,  leave«  $154,58^  to  be  appropriatotl  by  Congress. 

2.  For  enlarging  and  improving  tho  gns- works,  stnaghter  houscy,  d 
age,  and  laundry  of  tlm  hospital,  and  for  the  CTebtion,  furnisbiu^,  i 
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fitting  np  of  an  enlarged  and  improved  bake-hoose  and  oven,  indading 
storeroom  for  flour  and  lodging  for  bakers,  $15,000. 

Tbe  present  building  and  apparatus  for  providing  meats,  bread,  wash- 
ing, and  baking  were  designed  for  an  institution  accommodating  350 
patients  and  the  officers  and  employ68  requisite  for  that  number,  and 
have  since  been  bnt  slightly  enlarged  and  improved,  while  the  number 
of  patients,  ofBicers,  and  employes  to  be  provided  for  has  more  than 
doubled.  The  proposed  enlargements  and  improvements  are  necessary 
to  the  convenience  and  efficiency  of  these  fundamental  branches  of  tbe 
hospital  service,  and  it  is  estimated  that  they  can  be  execated  for  the 
limited  sam  that  is  asked  for  those  purposes. 

3.  For  general  repairs  and  improvements,  $10,000. 

It  is  necessary  to  annnally  expend  at  least  the  sum  of  this  estimate  in 
painting  and  general  repairs  on  aoooant  of  ordinary  wear,  in  repairing 
and  replacing  the  fnmitare,  bedding,  and  fittings,  and  convenience  ol 
the  wi^s  and  kitchens,  and  in  providing  snch  new  agencies  for  the 
better  medical  and  moral  treatment  of  the  patients  as  are  approved  by 
experience. 

4.  For  the  extension  of  the  accommodations  of  the.  hospital  by  tbe 
erection,  famishing,  and  fitting  np.of  a  separate  building  for  the  female 
patients,  $395,000,  one-half  of  which  is  asked  for  expenditure  in  the  year 
1877-^8. 

The  Gtovemment  Hospital  for  the  Insane  has  proper  accommodations 
for  only  663  patients.  At  this  time,  September  30, 1876,  there  are  765 
nnder  treatment,  or  192  in  excess  of  its  proper  capacity,  and  there  is^a 
st^idy  demand  for  increased  accommodations.  The  exoessive  overcrowd- 
ing  of  the  institntion  gives  rise  to  much  preventable  irritabUity,  tnrbu- 
lenoe,  and  discomfort  of  the  patients,  and  greatly  increases  the  liability 
to  ontbreaks  of  serioos  violence  and  endemic  disease.  Such  a  brief 
atatement  of  the  situation  of  the  hospital  is  thought  to  demonstrate  the 
Imperative  necessity  of  ite  enlargement  in  some  manner.  The  board  of 
visitors  and  superintendent  have  given  much  attention  to  this  important 
qneation,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  strongly  recommending  the  plan  of 
enlagemeut  contemplated  by  this  estimate.  Of  the  755  patientsnow  nnder 
treatment,  681  are  men  and  174  are  women,  and  as  the  nnmber  of  men 
is  80  large,  and  so  much  in  excess  of  the  number  of  women,  the  former 
are  disposed  to  monopolize  the  use  of  the  entire  grounds  surrounding 
the  buildings.  This  situation  renders  it  necessary  to  contract  the  exer- 
cise-grounds of  the  women  to  the  smallest  practicable  compass,  and  to 
place  many  irritating  restrictions  upon  the  personal  liberty  of  both  sexes 
which  would  be  wholly  unnecessary  if  each  sex  occupied  a  separate 
building  surrounded  by  its  own  ample  grounds.  It  is  therefore  proposed 
to  place  the  department  for  women  on  the  farm  of  175  acres,  lying  on 
the  east  side  of  the  public  road,  where  there  is  an  excellent  site  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  relinquish  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  men  the  present  build- 
ings surrounded  by  185  acres  of  land,  whose  water-front  of  3,000  feet 
offers  facilities  for  boating,  fishing,  and  bathing. 

Provisions  for  the  treatment  of  the  insane  of  each  sex  in  buildings 
and  grounds  entirely  separate  firom  those  occupied  by  the  other  sex 
have  been  made  in  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  and  tiie  conductors  of  those  institutions  bear  the 
strongest  testimony  to  the  unqualified  advantages  of  such  separation. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  visitors  held  at  the  residence  of 
Dr.  J.  M.  Toner,  on  the  26th  of  February,  1876,  the  following  proceed- 
ings took  place : 

The  board  of  rititora  of  the  Qorernment  HospiUd  for  the  Insftne  havinj^  learned  ?rith  ngni 
of  tbo  death,  at  his  residence  in  this  city,  on  the  morning  of  the  94th  instant,  of  George  Sf 


716 


PAFEB8  ACCOHFAmriNQ  THE 


Gideon.  ODii,,  ftmeiBberar  IhU  bowl  liniw  ihodeoMKio  ItWof  his  mucli-rHpMM  b 
Jacob  GiilMtn.  e«q.,  do  nuBUimout; — 

Bualet,  Tbat  m  the  do>tb  of  Air.  GiJoon  h's  Imaout  llio  low  lo  tba  boiplul  uad«t  m 
porvIsjoD  of  an  inleltigciitaQd  earnest,  though  voluulirj'.  mlvocatu  snJ  gimtdiui  of  tU  . 
etlamiidofUieveirtiroof  lUafHictvd  inmates  for  iiciiljrbalfai-unenlion,  uulotft  eoDIi 
ftud  Reaial  Msoci&le.  I 

Ranted,  Tbat  wa  tcniler  to  lite  family  of  oat  tale  aswciitta  on  •ipreaiilon  of  oar  Usem 
■7inp«tli7  wilb  thorn  in  tUcii  great  boioavcment, 

AfM/raf./drlter,  That  a  copy  of  tbrao  rnsalnllonx  be  coinmuiiieatei]  to  U;e  fealty  of  Hi. 
Giil«oa,  nnd  euteniJ  apoa  the  records  oF  the  boapllal,  nnd  that  wo  tiiti  bUvml  th»  hiBmlsl 
Ibe  deceftaod. 

After  tbe  expiratioD  of  the  fiscal  year  the,  PresidoDt  apiwiatcH  Janivs 
G.  Wclliiitj,  LL.  li.,  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  tUu  deaUi  of  Mr. 
Gideon. 

In  Jtdy  last,  Jlov.  Wilbtir  F.  Watkins,  who  had,  in  a  highly  tuefnl 
and  acceptable  innuner,  ftlled  the  place  of  visitor  for  nearly  two  ycnn, 
by  resigning  and  removing  from  the  District  created  another  vacancy 
iu  tbe  board,  which  was  tille*!  by  the  appointment  by  the  Frc^dcot  of 
Eev.  John  P.  Nowinnn,  D.  I>, 

Two  of  the  distiugniBhed  clergymen  who  had  been  connected  with 
the  hospital  for  several  years  in  tbe  capacity  of  chaplain,  Itcv.  J.  \V, 
Parker,  J).  D.,  itnd  Ilev.  Otis  II,  Tifliiny,  D.  !>,,  vacated  their  placM  by 
removal  from  tlio  Dititrict.  Ono  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  apiK)intm«ot 
of  Kev.  A.  J.  Huntington,  D.  D.;  the  ether  was  left  vacant  until  the 
current  year,  tbe  Bnspeosion  of  Sabbath  Ber\'ices  on  account  of  the  en- 
largement and  improvement  of  tbe  assembly-room  rendering  it  uDDeCCS- 
sury  to  till  it. 

There  was  no  chance  iu  the  resident  oiQcers  in  the  course  of  the  jwir, 
Since  the  beginning  of  the  current  year,  however,  Dr.  Francis  Jt.  nmoUa, 
second  asnistant  physician,  was  compelled  by  aicknesa  to  resign  bis  con- 
nection with  the  institntiou,  alter  a  highly  capable  and  useful  service  of 
nearly  fonr  years.  His  loss  is  miicU  regretted  by  the  board  and  snpcf' 
intcndent,  who  sincerely  hope  that  relasation  from  labor  and  the  bracing 
climate  of  his  home  in  the  interior  of  Now  York  will  soon  restore  bint  to 
healtb  and  tisefninesa.  His  place  has  been  filled  by  the  protuotiua  of 
Dr.  Itobert  II.  Cliase;  and  Dr.  A.  U.  Witmer,  for  several  years  the 
senior  nsBistaut  jibysician  of  the  insane  department  of  tbe  PhdaUetpU 
hospital,  hos  been  appointeil  third  assistant  physician  in  place  of  t" 
OUqsc.  Dr.  Maurice  J.  Stack,  a  recent  gradaate,  has  recently  bOo:i  a 
ployed  as  the  Junior  medical  assistant. 

Tbo  board  of  visitors  and  the  soperiutendeot  feel  deeply  indebted  I 
the  Btilwrdinnto  utticers  nnd  employes  of  the  hospital  for  their  lut«lligi 
and  Kealoun  efforts  to  promote  Ibe  comfort  and  welfare  of  the  patit 
and  (bo  prosperiry  and  good  name  of  the  institution.  Aa  a  rule,  t 
have  been  faithful  in  the  discbarge  of  duty  and  loyal  to  the  priadp] 
of  truth  and  honor.  A  few  of  the  employus  have  proved  dishoneat  i 
worthless,  and  been  discliarged.    ' 

A.I  a  body,  the  present  attendants  arc  superior  persons  of  their  cla 
and  with  very  rare  exceptions  wo  believe  they  have  been  entirely  kli 
and  faithful  during  the  past  year.  Tbe  supervision  of  tbo  wards  by  tf 
jihyiuoians  and  sapervisora  is  so  frequent  and  thorongb,  tJiat  it  is  pn 
tically  impossihte  lor  much  neglect  or  abuse  to  occnr  witbont  Urtefitig 
which  is  always  foUowetl  by  instant  dismissal.  If  neglect  or  i  * 
ebould  escape  the  observation  of  the  officers,  no  ward  is  ever  withaat  tt 
or  more  iiutients  who,  dissatistled  with  detention  nud  prone  to  oomplal 
embrace  the  first  opportunity  to  disclose  a  real  or  fauciM)  wrong  i '  " 
to  themBolves  or  their  companions;  and  no  compluDt  of  a  patient,  hd 
over  pruno  he  may  bo  to  find  fault,  and  however  groanUlciU  hU  j 
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complaints  may  have  been,  is  passed  over  without  thorough  loquiry  into 
the  cause  of  it,  and  such  action  on  account  of  it  as  the  facts  require. 

As  you  and  the  country  are  aware,  many  bitter  and  unwarranted  at- 
tacks upon  the  administration  of  tbe  hospital  having  been  made  public 
by  irresponsible  parties,  an  investigation  into  the  management  of  the 
institution  was  made  by  authority  of  the  House  of  Bepresentativcs,  and 
we  are  happy  to  say  that  the  committee  charged  with  this  duty,  after 
an  intelligenti  carcfhl,  and  most  thorough  examination  into  the  condition 
and  management  of  the  establishment,  in  which  it  gave  us  pleasure  to 
afford  every  assistance,  unanimously  pronounced  the  charges  entirely 
groundless. 

Believing  that  the  exalted  purpose  of  Congress  that  has  provided  for 
the  establishment  and  maintenance  at  the  seat  of  Government  of  a  hos- 
pital for  the  ^^  most  humane  care  and  eidightened  curative  treatment " 
of  the  insane  may  fairly  be  said  to  have  been  fully  realized,  we  most 
respectfully  but  earnestly  commend  the  institution  to  the  continued  con- 
fidence and  support  of  the  Government. 

We  are,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants. 

W.  jGUNTON, 

Preiident  of  the  Board, 
C.  H.  UIOHOLS, 

JSecTfitary  ex  officio. 


COLUMBIA  INSTITUTION  FOB  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

COLtTMBU.  IH8TIT0TION  FOB  THE  DEAF  AND  DUBCB, 

Kendall  Green,  neab  Washingxon,  D.  C, 

October  25, 187G. 

:Bm :  In  compliance  with  the  acts  of  Coufinness  making  provision  for 
the  support  of  this  institution,  we  have  the  honor  to  report  its  progress 
during;  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

NUHBEB  OF  PUPILS. 

Tlie  pupils  remftiniog  in  tlie  institatioa  <m  tbe  lat  daj  of  Joly,  1876,  nambered 61 

Admitted  dnriDg  tbe  jear 12 

Since  admitted 24 

Total 100 

Under  instruction  since  July  1, 1875,  males  85 ;  females  15.  Of  these 
53  have  been  in  the  collegiate  department,  representing  twenty  States 
and  the  Federal  District,  and  47  in  the  primary  department.  A  list  of 
the  names  of  the  pupils  connected  with  the  institution  since  July  1,1875, 
will  be  found  api>enaed  to  this  report 

HEALTH  OP  THE  INSTITUTION. 

We  are  permitted  to  record  another  year  of  exemption  from  any  pre- 
vailing disease.  The  only  serious  iUness  among  our  pupils  was  an 
isolate  case  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitiSi  which  terminated  fatally,  in 
February  last. 

DEATH  OP  JASIES  A.  BUTHEBPOBD. 

In  the  death  of  Mr.  James  A.  Buthorford,  whoso  illness  has  just  been 
alluded  to,  our  college  sustained  a  serious  loss.    The  following  minute 
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from  ibc  i-ccords  of  ttio  faculty  will  show  in  bovr  lijgb  t-stpeiu  Mr.  liul 
crfonl  WHS  liclil  by  tbose  wlio  kaev  him  best: 

111  llin  ili-nlli  of  JiiDieii  A.  Uiillierfori^,  lliQ  college  hiw  to>t  n 
mrnJail  tiiln  In  thn  fnTorablo  notlro  of  the  foculCT,  ftml  villi 
aiKfi  a[i<l  a*  a  Mudtnt,  was  valuable  lo  hU  oaucittoi. 

TlKiit|;lt  lin  lind  bcDU  lot  Tcnn  luMilcd  ttj  MTiona  d]«oKso,  liii  propciu  in  Ifmralny  «h 
f  raiK".<oi  {by.  lie  paSBOMcd  >  loftic*!  niod,  Unacious  of  its  owd  cunclusioiu,  jct  ooniiltil 
Willi  tf  dpur  a  jndgiuont  OS  tDTDudeiblniemin«nl)7  tDichabJoi 

lie  liwlu  gunt1«  dtepoaitiaa ;  ho  tindoued  blnuolf  lonll  by  bit  aofailiiig  good  leoiptti 
and  bl<  namo  vu  witbont  rrprofteli. 

Wbilo,  therefore,  tlia  fucalljr  sorrawfully  acqulosca  iu  tbo  wisdom  cf  ibu  Ptorldraci 
wbo  tiog  BHca  fit  to  closo  bis  mortal  careEr.  thoy  would  bpar  leatimotiT  lo  bis  wetlli,  asd  ik> 
ooril  tbeiropiniou  that  Uud  bis  life  and  linaltb  been  Bpaiod,  bo  would  uv«  '  '  -•'•-- 
posiUoD  of  liouuT  nnd  uscrulcuM  unoni;  hU  fcUon-nien. 

COURSE  OF  STUDY. 


lediile  ^^H 

ntory  Ui-* 
.;  Flnt 
Scboolj 

«r;  S^H 


The  courses  of  study  pursued  in  the  several  departmeots  have  r 
essentially  the  sacuo  as  in  previoas  years.     The  folloving  sobediile  I 
statenieuts  will  show  the  branches  taught: 

IK  THE  PniMAEV  DEPAR'rSIENT, 

During  tliu  first  aud  seooud  years  of  iiistructioo:     Elementary  iM'^ 
sons  for  th«  Deaf  and  Damb,  by  Harvey  Priudlo  Peet,  LL.  D.;  Flnt 
Lessons  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  by  John  K.  Keep,  21.  A. ;  Tbe  ficboot 
Header,  part  first,  by  Chas,  V,'.  Sanders,  M.  A. 

During  the  tliird  and  fourth  years:  Lessons  for  Children,  hy  3 
Barbanld;  I'cading  nitliout Tears,  part  second,  by  Miss  Mortimn;  ] 
ter's  Primnrv  Arithmetic;  Primary  Geograpbv,  by  Fordyce  A.  "" 
M.  A. 

During  tbe  fifth  and  sixth  years:  Primary  History  of  the  United 
States,  by  G.  P.  Qnackenboea,  A.  M. ;  Common  School  History  of  the 
World,  by  S.  G,  Goodrich ;  First  Lessons  in  English  GramiQar,  by  SitnoD 
Kerl,  M.  A.;  New  Intermediate  Geography,  by  3.  Anffusttu  SUtcJieU; 
Felter'a  Intermediate  Arithmetic. 

Instruction  is  given  through  the  whole  course  in  the  structure  of  the 
Euglish  sentence,  and  in  penmanship  accordiugto  the  3|>eacciiati  syate 

IM  TUB  COIXBQIATB  DEPARTMEHT. 
Prqmrator!;  covne  p/  study. 

LOWUR  l-ltKI-.tnATORV  VtAR. 

Langmge.—Tbt  elements  of  EDglish  Grammar  are  studied  t 
out  tlift  year.  Tbe  projierties  and  forma  of  the  parta  of  apt 
taught,  nnd  in  tlielr coniljinatioii  id  simple  forms  of  coQstnictlo&. 
iDfT  is  be([un.    Symbols  and  diagrams  are  employed. 

MntlifmrUks. — Arithmetic  is  studied  throughout  the  year. 
Hllention  i-s  gii'eu  to  fractions,  percentage,  including  interest  In  i 
fortUM,  pro]>oi'[ioti,  involution,  and  evolution.    iStadentH  are  reqoin 
analyse  thoroughly  every  subject,  the  aim  being  to  enable  tlieiu  t 
ezaniplttit  by  reasoning  upon  the  principles  involved  i^ithout  t 
to  set  rules. 

Xatural  Science. — Physical  Geography  is  studied  one  term,  and  IfaH 
philosophy  tno  terns. 

JlisUinj. — Bcnird's  History  of  England,  ns  far  as  to  the  eod  < 
reigit  of  Henry  VII,  i.s  used  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  study  of  gram 
and,  in  addition,  tbe  study  of  tJie  history  of  the  United  States  t 
term  is  contemplated. 
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AOVAHCED  PRErARATOHY  YEAR. 

Language. — English  Grammar,  as  studied  in  the  lower  preparatory  year, 
is  reviewed,  and  a  more  minute  examination  of  the  parts  of  speech  ia 
their  relations  to  each  other  is  pursued,  as  a  half  or  alternating  study,  for 
two  terms.  Analysis  is  studied  in  the  third  term.  Parsing,  in  varying 
forms,  is  constantly  exacted,  and  the  student  is  required  to  explain  ex- 
amples given  in  the  text-book,  to  construct  some  himself,  and  to  select 
others  from  the  companion  study,  Berard's  History  of  England,  and  from 
other  sources.  Diagrams  and  symbols  are  used  to  present  parsing  and 
analysis  in  a  concise  form. 

Latin  is  studied  throughout  the  year.  The  first  term  is  devoted  to  its 
etymology,  the  second  to  its  distinctive  grammatical  features,  and  the 
third  to  its  syntax.  In  the  last  term,  about  half  of  the  first  book  of 
Gsesar's  Gallic  War  is  gone  over. 

Mailiematics, — Loomis^s  Treatise  on  Algebra  is  the  text-booV)  which 
is  studied  throughout  the  year.  Quadratic  equations  are  completed  iu 
the  third  term,  and  Algebra  is  then  discontinued  until  the  last  term  of 
the  Freshman  year.  The  method  of  instruction  is  similar  to  that  em- 
ployed in  arithmetic.  Much  attention  is  given  to  the  elucidation  of 
problems,  many  of  which  are  taken  from  Todhunter's  Algebra  and  other 
sources.  In  comprehending  these,  son^e  deaf-mutes  labor  under  pecu- 
liar difficulties,  not  from  lack  of  reasoning  power,  but  from  defective 
training  in  English  during  their  primary  instruction. 

History. — ^Berard's  History  of  England  is  a  half  study,  alternating 
with  English  Grammar.  Illustrations  of  the  principles  enunciated  in 
the  Grammar  are  sought  out,  words  are  defined,  idiomatic  phrases  are 
explained,  and  peculiar  constructions  are  elucidated,  by  parsing,  and  by 
d  iagrams  and  symbols.  A  thorough  mastery  of  the  text  is  expected,  and 
a  knowledge  of  the  geographical  features  of  countries  mentioned,  and 
their  location,  is  required.  Outline-maps  are  drawn,  and  strict  atten- 
tion to  the  chronology  is  enforced.  This  class  reads  from  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  YIII  to  the  end  of  the  18th  oentury. 

XTliDfiBGEADirATE  COUBSS  OF  STX7DT* 

I.— Xan^o^ 

MODERV    LANGUAGES. 

English.— T}ie  Freshmen  devote  a  portion  of  the  fiirst  term  to  the  anal- 
y  sis  of  English  sentences,  applying  the  principles  to  examples  taken  firom 
their  general  reading  and  from  Betard's  History  of  England,  which  is 
studi^  in  conjunction  with  grammar.  The  attention  is  given  prind- 
pally  to  the  more  difficult  and  complicated  constntctionB  of  the  English 
language.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  this  study  will  be 
completed  in  the  Preparatory  Course. 

Sisiory  of  the  English  language.— Text-hook :  Trench^  English^  Past 
and  Present ;  third  term  of  the  Sophomore  year.  The  students  bring  in 
on  paper  an  epitome  of  the  topics  in  the  lesson,  and  give,  further,  a  de- 
tailed statement,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  followed  by  answers  to  ques- 
tions, and  supplemented  by  explanations  on  the  part  of  the  teacher. 
For  the  review,  a  set  of  questions  is  given  out,  to  be  answered  in  writing 
at  the  recitations.  Some  use  is  made  of  the  Brief  History  of  the  English 
Language,  by  Hadley,  prefixed  to  Webstert  Dictionary. 

History  of  English  literature. — ^The  textbooks  are  the  Smaller  His- 
tory of  English  and  American  Literature,  which  is  based  upon  Shaw's 
Manual,  and  the  choice  specimens,  &c,  prepared  as  an  accompaniment. 
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The  sLudy  is  begun  the  first  term  of  tlie  Sopliomore  year,  nuil  fcmii^I 
tbe  second  term  of  the  Senior  year.  With  rccitatious  from  Uie  Uia^| 
ical  compond,  selections  from  the  s[>ecimeDB  are  mnde  the  subject  of  <^| 
ical  study.  An  entire  work  of  Aomc  author  is  occtsionally  Belected_H 
perusal  uud  critical  niiolysi^,  the  result  to  bo  given  in  vritiog.  J^B 
and  tbcu  :in  cssn>'  is  required,  giving  an  estimate  of  some  aatlioffM 
derived  from  sources  outside  of  the  text-book.  j 

English  vompositim. — Fi-equcut  exercises  in  original  coinpoaitioa^l 
required  of  studeats  iu  all  the  classes,  which  r.re  reri&ed  nnd  rettir^l 
with  corrections  and  remarks.  ^H 

French  and  Ocrman. — Both  French  and  Gennnn  arc  nKjuinMl  in^[ 
coarsCjFrcRchbciugstudicdiu  the  Junior,  And  German  in  tlu-Si-niiv.  jH 
with  daily  recitatious  during  the  first  and  second  ter:  ^ 

recitations  during  the  third  term.    It  is  not  so  mnch  aw  ,d 

tlicso  languages  conversationally  as  to  give  a  thotoii;_  •M 

of  their  grammutical  forma  and  principles,  the  pecu  ^ 

idioms,  and  their  relations  to  EngUsU,  and  especiii' 
Btddeots  skillful,  accurate,  and  ready  in  translntion. 
Grammar  and  Buchcr^s  Reader  are  used  during  I):; 
terms;  iu  tlie  third  term,  Eacine's  Atlialiv,  So:.i         ' 
ToiUjOroue  of  Erckmann-Chatrian'siZowiii- 
concspoudlDg  course  in  Gcrmaa  consists  of 
Reader,  followed  bv  Foaque's  f*Hdii»f,  JjessiHL:'.- 
SchUler's  WiUielm  Tril. 

Latin. — ^Thera  are  daily  recitations  in  Latin  tfaronglioat  Uie  FrealuuB 
year  and  the  flrst  tennof  the  Sophomore  year.  Daiiug  Uie  seoomtlri 
third  terms  of  tJie  Sophomore  year.  Latin  is  a  half  study,  aItaCMtfe( 
with  recitations  in  history.  In  the  Fresbmau  year,  Sallnrt^  OatllliMtr 
Jngortha,  and  sevcml  of  Ciceio^soratioDP,  aromad;  fa  the  Sopboaiie 
year,  a  jtart  of  Vila's  £neid  and  the  Odes  of  Horaes.  Spednl  atttk- 
tion  is  paid  to  tbe  oonstntctioo  and  analysis  of  tbe  laasuage,  mad  toib 
etymology  iu  its  bearings  upon  our  own  tongue.  At  Ibo  aamo  time  ftr 
cision  and  elegance  in  traoslatioD  are  aiioed  »t,iuid  tbe  eudmrorn 
made  to  interest  tbe  students  as  mach  as  possitde  io  the  suttfccts  t) 
which  the  text  relates.  ^Vhile  tlte  antfaois  read  an  for  the  most  pNt 
sacb  as  tbe  Faculty  would  prefer,  if  tbe  circomstanees  of  the  casefV- 
mitted,  to  confine  to  the  Preparatory  Course,  aad  white — oirinf  totfei 
promioence  given  to  French  and  Germao  and  tbe  critical  stailj  ol  Ea- 
glifib — tbe  proportion  of  time  devoted  to  tbe  ancieot  loogiusis  is  li* 
than  io  the  osoal  curricolnm  of  Americaa  ooUes^  it  ia  beuered  tbil 
Latin  is  taoght  in  socfa  a  manocr  as  to  awaken  in  tbe  £toi]ent«  tlte  tm 
Sftfrit  of  eluskal  sdiolarship,  aud  enable  tb«n  Eahse<iaeDtly  to  n^ 
DXne  difficok  aathora  independently,  with  pleasure  aod  [iroSL 

Grttt. — The  study  of  Greek  is  optiooal ;  tbe  coiuse  marked  out  bj 
tbe  Faealty,  compriatng  Boise's  Fint  Lessons,  Hadley^  Grammar.  iDd 
XoBOfibon  Aaabsais,  in  the  Freabnan  yiUr,  UoBici'a  Hind  ia  tbi 
SopboaMne year,  aodDeoMMtbenes oQ  tbe CiowD  iu  the  Jooior  year,  ta> 
beta  aocorsaftilly  pamied  toa  i^teater  or  lees  esttnl  by  serexal  atodtntt. 


^ 


IL—MaAenatia, 

OaMUfni.— Tbe  Freebmao  Class,  in  iu  first  two  terms,  is  takea  tbnM^ 

f  Stat  cisbt  books  of  Loonis's  GeometTj-.    Deaotasteatioiis  arr  ooa 

"""  "     '    ia  writing,  bat  the  nsnal  conrae  is  tor  the  atudcnt  n 
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draw  a  diagram ^  and  to  give  tbe  proof  by  means  of  signs  and  the  man- 
ual alphabet,  pointing  ont  each  angle,  line,  &c.,  as  it  is  needed  in  the 
argoment.  Several  weeks  are  devoted  to  the  demonstration  of  theorems 
not  demonstrated  in  the  text-book.  In  the  examination  npon  the  first 
six  books,  only  the  numbers  of  the  book  and  of  the  proposition  are 
given  to  the  stadent ;  in  the  remaining  books,  the  theorems  are  given. 

Geometry  is  completed  in  the  third  term  of  the  Freshman  year.  The 
spherical  black-board  is  nsed  in  the  discnssion  of  spherical  triangles. 

Algebra  is  resamod,  and  the  satgeots  of  ratio  and  proportion,  pro- 
gressions! permutations,  the  binomial  theorem,  series,  and  the  general 
theory  of  equations  are  stndied.  The  recitations  are  chiefly  written, 
and  the  students  elucidate  their  work  by  means  of  the  sign-language 
and  manual  English. 

Conic  Sections  are  studied  in  the  first  term  of  the  Sophomore  year. 
Sixty-five  propositions  aie  demonstrated,  numerical  exercises  are  solved, 
and  a  few  theorems  are  assigned  for  original  work. 

Plane  Trigonometry  and  Logarithms  are  studied  in  the  second  term. 
The  text-book  is  well  supplied  with  exercises,  which  are  used  to  test 
the  knowledge  and  comprehension  of  the  class. 

Spherical  Trigonometry  is  studied  in  the  third  term.  The  method  is 
the  same  as  in  plane  trigonometry.  In  some  olastes  the  work  has  been 
abridged,  and  the  time  devoted  to  Mensuration  and  Surveying. 

Jlf0cAamc9.— All  the  elementary  proportions  of  mechanics  are  mathe- 
matically demonstrated,  and  illustrated  by  numerous  practical  exam- 
ples.   The  Juniors  study  mechanica  for  one  term. 

The  principles  of  mechanics  as  applied  to  astronomy  are  studied  by 
the  Juniors  in  the  third  term,  as  noted  under  the  head  of  Natural 
Science. 

III.— -JSTo^icral  Science. 

Clwmieiry. — ^The  Sophomores  memorize  an  elementary  text-book  to 
gain  a  knowledge  of  the  principles,  theories,  syinbols,  and  nomencla- 
ture of  the  subject.  This  work  is  accompanied  or  followed  by  illustra- 
tive experiments,  which  include  the  course  recommended  by  Dr.  Frank- 
land. 

Practical  Chemistry. — ^The  Juniors  are  required  to  do  laboratory  work, 
following  the  syllabus  prescribed.for  the  elementary  stage  in  the  En- 
glish scientific  examination  at  South  Kensington.  Elliot  and  Storer's 
work  is  the  text-book  in  qualitative  analysis,  which  is  begun  in  the  last 
term  of  the  Junior  year.  G^ie  Jnniors  take  notes  of  the  work  p^ormed, 
and  submit  monthly  reports.  The  laboratory  is  fitted  up  with  neces- 
sary apparatus  and  instruments  of  research,  and  contains  the  principal 
chemicals  and  books  of  reference  needed  in  chemical  study. 

Natural  Philosophy. — ^The  Jnniors  study  hydrostatics,  pneumatics, 
magnetism,  electricity,  heat  and  light,  for  one  term,  as  set  forth  in 
Snell's  Olmstead's  College  Philosophy.  The  apparatus  in  the  laboratory 
afibrds  the  means  of  illustrating  the  principal  phenomena,  and  students 
are  expected  to  make  the  experiments  themselves,  as  far  as  ]>ossible. 

Astronomy^  begun  in  the  third  term  of  the  Junior  year,  is  completed 
in  the  first  term  of  the  Senior  year.  The  students  are  expected  to  mas- 
ter Loomis's  Q^reatise,  and  are  encouraged  to  consult  other  works  of  a 
descriptive  and  popular  character. 

Botany  occupies  two  tehns  of  the  Sophomore  year,  and  students  are  re- 
quired to  sustain  an  examination  in  physiological  and  structural  botanyi 
and  also  to  be  able  to  describe  folly  and  determine  the  names  of  onU- 
nary  plants,  excluding  only  a  few  of  the  more  difficult  families. 

46  Ab 
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Zoology. — Que  teiiu  of  the  Junior  year  is  devoted  to  Lbc  clfuncota  J 
zoology,  including  the  general  itrlnciples  of  classification. 

Mineralogy. — Juuior  year,  ooe  term:  Oimu's  Mineralogy,  ifofi 
Tables.  Miueralogy  baa  been  omitted  by  a  fow  claasea  for  wantof  tin 
but  ao  effort  will  be  made  to  give  to  tbu  subject  tbo  attention  it »" 
bave  as  au  introduction  to  geology.  The  coarse  orobrooes  a  { 
Tien*  of  tbo  subject,  witb  pritcUoe  in  tbo  iduutiiication  of  the  n 
uiou  minerals. 

Qeology  ia  taken  up  during  the  fimt  term  of  tbo  Senior  ycari  aud  i 
siology  during  the  aeeond  term. 

The  course  then  closes  with  the  Belationsof  Man  to  hia  fSariroomeok, 
as  set  forth  in  Guyot's  Earth  and  Man. 

Wheuover  practicable,  uae  is  made  in  this  department  of  one  of  Beak's 
biuocular  microscopes,  with  the  manipulation  of  which  the  stodeota  &R 
fHiiiiliarized. 

Morton's  college-lanteru  is  also  employ«l  for  purposes  of  illiLBtnUMi. 

lV.—IIUitory. 

Ungluh  Sii<tory.—T\i&  history  of  the  niuetoouth  ueutury  i«takao  np 
daring  the  first  term  of  the  Freshman  year,  and,  as  in  the  i.*rcparatory 
Classes,  is  made  subservient  to  the  study  of  grammar. 

Awnent  UUtory. — The  study  of  Thalheimer's  Manual  occnpioit  the 
second  and  third  terms  of  the  Freshman  year,  and  includes  a  brief  sut> 
voy  of  the  minor  monarchies  of  the  ancient  world  and  a  detailed  Btodjr 
of  the  four  great  empires— Egypt,  Purttia,  Qreoce,  and  Bomo.  Tho  geoig- 
rapby  and  chronology  are  pursued  with  thoroughness,  the  drawiun  of 
maps  and  the  construction  of  cUronologicil  charts  being  required,  while 
occasional  essays  upon  some  character  or  event  that  will  demand  con- 
temporaneous reading  are  exacted.  The  student  is  also  encouraged  to 
apply  the  knowledge  obtained  in  this  study  to  bis  reading  of  the  oUmo-  ■ 
oal  authors. 

JUediayoal  and  Moilem  Ilitlory  are  taught  in  alternation  irith  1 
during  the  second  and  third  terms  of  the  Sopboniore  year,  the  ttvt-b* 
from  which  recitations  are  luutlc  being  Thalheimor's  Mannal.  Whi 
the  test-book  is  thoroughly  committed  to  memory,  additional  infi 
tion  upon  the  subjects  treated  is  imparted  by  the  Professor  in  oaanj 
tion  with  the  recitations,  and  the  students  are  enconraged  to  am' 
take  as  much  collateml  reading  as  their  time  will  ])ermit. 

The  PMlot&phy  of  History  is  taught  in  the  third  term  of  the  Junior 
year,  alternating  with  French.  Guizot's  History  of  Civilization  la  toad* 
the  text-book,  and  the  students  are  required  to  present  the  result*  of 
their  outside  reading  ui>on  historical  snhjccts  in  careftaUy-preptrad 
essays, 

V. — Philoiophyand  Political  Scimce, 

Logic. — Second  term,  Junior  year :  Twenty-oue  obapters  of  Jevoaa'k 
Lessons  in  Logic  are  thoroughly  studied,  with  practice  upon  « lar^ge 
part  of  the  examples  at  the  eud  of  the  volume,  besides  t'eqairiog  cvig- 
inal  ones  to  he  given. 

J^A«torfc.— First  term,  Junior  year :  The  test^book  is  flart's  Compoai- 
tion  and  lihetoric,  with  some  nse  of  other  antborx.  Pains  are  taken  to 
(ix  and  familiarize  the  principles  by  careful  sUicly  of  cxampleo,  vlth  ood- 
struction  of  some  original  ones  on  tht«  part  of  Ibo  stndenL  A  ect  of 
questions  «  given  out  for  the  review. 

Mtlital  ikiC]m,^lim\o^  the  third  Junior  tsnSj  UlS  mSTS,  jj 
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portions  of  Porter's  Intellectaal  Science  are  studied,  with  aid  from  the 
professor  as  reqaired  by  subjects  of  so  abstract  a  nature* 

Moral  PhUosaphy* — During  seven  weeks  of  the  first  term  the  Seniors 
have  a  daily  exercise  iu  this  study,  reading  the  whole  of  Haven's  Moral  ' 
Philosophy.    Questions  are  asked  on  each  day's  portion  of  the  text* 
book|  and  comments  are  made  by  the  Professor* 

Utndenoes  of  Christianity. — During  four  weeks  of  the  first  term  and 
three  weeks  of  the  second  term  the  Seniors  have  a  daily  recitation  in 
Butler's  Analogy.  Dr.  Emory's  Analysis  is  used,  and  made  the  basis 
of  questions.    The  book  is  studied  without  omissions. 

PolitidtU  Economy. — Perry's  text-book  is  used^  with  a  daily  exercisCi 
for  nine  weeks  of  the  second  term  of  the  Senior  year. 

Intemaiional  2/itr.---Woolsey's  text-book  is  read,  with  a  daily  recita- 
tion, during  about  eight  weeks  of  the  third  term,  Senior  year.  The  in- 
troduction to  Galvo's  Le  Droit  IntenuiHonalj  translated  by  the  Professor, 
is  also  read  by  the  class  and  made  the  subject  of  examination. 

JEbOe^uv.— Bascom's  Lectures  on  the  Sdence  of  Beauty  are  read  dur- 
ing the  last  month  of  the  Senior  year,  wiiih  a  dMly  recitation  aocompa* 
nied  by  brief  lectures  from  the  Professor. 

MiiceiUaneouB* 

Instruction  in  Book-keeping  and  in  Drawing  and  Painting  Is  given 
to  those  who  desire  it. 

Instruction  in  Articnlation  is  given  to  those  semi-mutes  who  desire 
it,  and  to  such  congenital  deaf-mutes  as  are  Judged  to  give  sufficient 
promise  of  success  in  this  department.  For  these  latter,  the  <<  Visible- 
Speech "  method  of  Pxofestor  Bell  has  been  found  to  be  a  great  help. 
In  some  cases,  practice  in  articulation  is  afforded  by  oral  i^tations  in 
the  regular  course. 

KXKROTRKB  OF  PRBaBHTATIOK-DAT. 

The  exercises  of  the  regular  public  anniversary  of  our  collegiate  de- 
partment took  place  April  26  in  th6  Hall  of  the  institution,  and  were 
attended  by  a  very  large  number  of  visitors. 

After  prayer  by  the  Ber.  S.  S.  ICitchell,  D.  D.,  of  Washington,  the 
candidates  for  degrees  delivered  original  essays,  as  follows : 

Oration,  <<  Our  iSducational  Progrefls,"  by  Gtoorge  M.  Teegarden,  Gen* 
treville,  Iowa. 

Dissertation,  <<  The  Study  of  History,"  by  Dudley  W.  George,  Danville, 
Kentucky. 

Oration,  "  Pictures  of  Creation,"  by  William  O.  Jones,  New  York 
Oily. 

Oration,  ^'The  Influence  of  Mathematical  Studies  upon  Personal 
Character,"  by  Amos  O.  Draper,  B.  A.,  Aurora,  Illinois. 

OBATION  BY  AHOS  a.  1>BAPBB,.B.  A. 

Mathematics  is  distinguished  among  the  sciences  by  the  certainty 
which  attends  its  operations  and  condasions.  The  ideas  it  presents 
are  so  distinct,  its  reasonings  so  self  evident,  that  it  affords  the  most 
certain  knowledge  with  which  the  mind  is  conversant.  The  meaning  of 
its  deffnitions,  the  truth  of  its  axioms,  and  the  correctness  of  the  results 
at  which  it  arrives,  are  matters  concerning  which  there  cfmnot  be  the 
slightest  doubt  or  difference  of  opinion.    While  obs^m^tipn  md  o^eri- 
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ment  may  deceive  and  confase,  demonstration  ends  in  clear  and  abso- 
lute knowledge. 

This  exactness  of  the  science  has  made  it  a  chief  instnunent  of  hamaii 
activity.  A  noble  steamship,  fresh  from  the  builder's  bands,  resting 
lightly  upon  her  native  waters  and  ready  to  speed  to  other  shom,  is 
hailed  as  a  triuifiph.  She  is  but  a  combination  of  solidified  mathemat- 
ical theorems.  We  see  a  still  greater  triumph  when  she  urges  her  way 
out  upon  the  illimitable  ocean,  and  pursues  an  undeviating  course,  day 
after  day  and  week  after  week,  finally  to  reach  her  destined  port  with 
unfailing  precision.    Mathematics  again  enabled  her  so  to  do.   . 

The  same  instrumentality  that  empowered  mankind  to  map  oat  the 
highways  of  the  sea  has  built  those  of  the  land — ^bridging  chaanuL  ton- 
neling  mountains,  and  striding  across  rivers.  It  has  fiMhioned  the 
vehicles  that  course  upon  those  highways,  together  wiOi  the  innmner- 
able  machines  by  which  labor  is  lessened,  food  and  clothing  are  cheap* 
ened,  buildings  perfected,  and  conveniences  of  all  kinds  multiplied. 

Nor  is  this  all.  After  covering  the  earth  with  a  net-work  of  impiere* 
ments,  and  diving  into  its  bowels  to  bring  up  the  metals  that  «irich  and 
the  gems  that  adorn,  it  has  rendered  man  competent  to  turn  iotelligcnt 
eyes  upon  the  starry  spaces  above  and  establish  the  relations  and  move. 
ments  of  the  orbs  which  circle  around  us.  A  brilliant  though  still  but 
a  siifgle  example  of  its  powers  may  be  seen  in  the  achicvemeiifc  of 
Leverrier,  whose  inind,  aided  by  its  principles,  passed  beyond  the 
borders  of  our  then  recognized  i^stem,  and  there  pointed  out  acconitdj 
the  position,  path,  and  magnitude  of  a  world  before  unknown. 

Clearly  the  utility  of  madiematical  studies  can  scarcely  be  ovemted. 

Their  value  as  a  mental  discipline,  also,  will  not  be  gainsaid.  Phfloo- 
ophers  are  a^ed  that  they  develop  and  strengthen  some  of  the  most 
important  faculties  of  the  mind.  It  is  not  disputed,  even  by  those  who 
have  endeavored  to  belittle  such  studies,  that,  for  instance,  tiiey  aherpen 
and  concentrate  the  attention,  augment  the  power  of  oonseoutive  thoq^t, 
evoke,  exercise,  and  invigorate  the  reason ;  for  in  these  atndies  the  eon- 
stant  presence  and  action  of  attention,  consecutive  thought,  and  the 
reasoning  faculty,  is  obviously  the  price  of  even  the  smallest  real  boo- 
cess. 

Therefore,  not  lingering  upon  these  points,  we  may  be  impelled  to  go 
beyond  and  above  them,  and  to  inquire  as  to  the  effect  of  such  atodies 
upon  personal  character.  Do  they  tend  to  elevate  the  moral  aa  well  as 
develop  the  mental  faculties ;  to  cherish  love  of  order  and  reverence  for 
law ;  to  deepen  the  sense  of  responsibility  and  establish  faith ;  in  a 
word,  to  make  men  better  in  life  and  happier  in  death  t 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  qualities  that  indicate  excellence  of  char- 
acter, two  stand  .pre-eminent  The  first  is  decisUm.  ^^  Character,^  e^ys 
Kovalis,  *^  is  a  perfectly  formed  will"  He  who  has  it  not  only  haa  opin- 
ions, habits  of  thought,  and  courses  of  action,  but  has  them  all  decidedly ; 
and  the  influence  of  his  voice  and  example  impresses  them  upon  his 
fellows.  The  second  quality  is  benevolence^  which  alone  can  restrain  the 
man  of  firm  will  from  unjust  acts.  A  man  of  noble  character  ever  seeks 
to  help  and  never  to  harm ;  therefore,  if  a  man  £eu1  in  decision  or  lack 
benevolence,  whatsoever  else  may  be  his  claims  to  distinction^  even 
though  {esthetics  refine  his  tastes  to  the  utmost,  and  though  all  adenoe 
exalt  his  mind,  and  though  all  honors  cluster  about  his  name,  he  de- 
serves not  the  title  and  wins  not  the  homage  gladly  accorded  to  a  man 
of  the  highest  character, 

I^ow,  a  slight  consideration  of  the  nature  of  mathematical  studiea  is 
suflScient  to  convince  that  they  arc  peculiarly  calculated  to  heighten 
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decigiou  of  character.  Since  io  them  the  mind  adrancefl  to  a  final  de- 
cision bj  a  scries  of  minor  decisions,  each  of  them  unquestionable  be- 
canse  based  ofwn  the  irrefiragable  testimony  of  intnition — since,  in  fine,  it  * 
is  the  very  province  of  our  science  to  ieeidej  without  the  smallest  danger 
of  error,  it  would  be  strange  indeed  if  a  mind  impressed  and  led  by 
such  a  species  of  knowledge  did  not  absorb  and  retain  something  of  the 
consistency  and  firmness  embodied  in  its  principles. 

When,  however,  we  ascend  still  higher  in  the  scale  of  our  inquiry, 
and  attempt  to  ascertain  the  influence  of  these  studies  upon  moral 
ciualities  in  their  highest  development  as  religious  character,  tho  view 
is  less  clean  Indeed,  it  has  been  argued  by  some  philosophers,  notably 
by  Sir  William  namilton,  that  mathematical  studies  lead  to  skepticism, 
and  disbelief  in  the  first  truths  of  natural  religion. 

But  his  arguments  appear  to  be  based  upon  a  consideration  of  the 
effect  of  studies  in  pure  mathematics  alone.  There  is  scarcely  any 
study  which,  so  viewed,  would  not  be  deemed  comparatively  worthless. 
What  should  we  think  of  chemistrv  or  of  botany  if  we  considered  these 
faiences  merely  as  hibyrinths  of  rules  and  recorded  experiments,  insteail 
of  avenues  revealing  the  wonders  of  the  globe  t  Or  of  grammar,  if  it 
were  merely  the  body  of  its  formal  laws,  and  not  a  means  of  aoquaint* 
ance  with  the  thoughts  and  lives  of  men  in  all  ages  t  And  if  it  bf  un- 
reasonable so  to  consider  them,  how  can  we  decide  fairly  as  to  the  in- 
llueuce  of  mathematics  without  weighing  it,  also,  in  connection  with 
what  it  reveals  to  us4n  its  manifold  applications  t 

Ilamilton*s  argument  proceeds  on  a  second  assumption  not  more  war- 
rantable, namely,  that  these  studies  are  pursued  to  the  neglect  of  others. 
We  would  claim  for  them  no  such  preference.  High  character  is  a  nor- 
mal, rounded  whole.  Whoever  has  it,  is  ^  in  9eip9o  totu$  tern  atqu$  to* 
tundu$;^  and  to  secure  it  the  man  must  be  developed  on  all  sides. 

The  way  being  thus  cleared,  there  is  firm  ground  for  a  well-fonnded 
belief  that  mathematical  studies,  in  what  they  unfold  to  our  knowled^^ 
I>oint  unniistakably  to  the  existence  of  a  Deity ;  and  more,  they  identify 
humanity  with  that  Deity,  and  strongly  confirm  the  testimony  of  con- 
sciousness tliat,  whatever  may  be  the  fortunes  of  human  life,  that  life  is 
incessantly  laying  np  in  other  realms  the  records  of  its  acts,  its  pernici- 
ous failures,  and  its  beneficent  successes. 

In  the  human  mind  there  is  an  innate  appreciation  of  tjimwuirff. 

As  children  making  their  first  rude  attempts  at  drawing  with  only 
sticks  on  the  sand,  so  men  yet  ignorant  of  science  strive  to  develop 
reguKir  forms  and  avoid  irregularities  and  excrescences.' 

Children,  with  eyes  and  ears  opened  wide,  are  filled  with  admiration 
by  regularity  of  outline,  beauty  of  color,  and  harmony  of  sound.  Long 
before  the  sciences  that  mark  our  present  civilization  were  known,  the 
first  children  of  the  earth,  the  first  men,  cultivated  this  kind  of  knowl- 
edge. The  intellectual  life  of  our  race  began,  as  that  of  each  individual 
begins,  in  the  appreciation  of  geometrical  truths.  The  earliest  Hindoos 
and  ChincHo  of  whom  we  have  any  records  were  familiar  with  the  prop- 
erties of  tho  right-angled  triangle,  the  discovery  of  which  is  commonly 
attributed  to  Pythagorns.  Aixl  still,  as  civilization  advances,  and  as 
children  grow  to  manhood,  the  love  of  form,  color,  and  harmony  remains 
central  among  the  passions  which  sw^  the  soul  with  delight 

Whence  do  we  derive  this  species  of  mental  and  esthetic  pleasure  T 
Docs  it  not  flow  from  the  instinctive  but  unrecognized  perception  of 
mathematical  principles  t  The  very  essence  of  those  principles  is  har- 
mony, ordcrMiroiMttion.  All  of  these  are  certainly  essential  to  attrac- 
tive form.   Though  the  conDeetkm  Is  less  obvious,  enough  is  known  to 
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narrant  the  belief  tbat  the  same  principlOK  iiwlerlie,  i 
ute  to  the  chnrmg  of  oolor  and  harmoDj. 

liiil  an  kiiowledge  of  the  auiverae  increases,  the  mora  coaTiDoing  be- 
comes the  cvidviice  that  an  infinite  intelligence  Is  »t  vork  carr>inff  for- 
ward certain  of  itfl  plans  in  accordaoce  with  these  exact  principles. 
Men  hare  delighted  in  symmetry  from  the  beginning,  without  fanowinf; 
Mint  Hjmnietry  pervades  created  things.  They  constrncted  ifftometrical 
llipiivti  from  iiatnml  modelB,  bnt  they  did  80  before  Uiey  ttnew  that  ei"" 
the  tiniest  itnowtlake  is  also  a  geometrical  flgnre.  They  obunred  t! 
Uie  leaves  of  a  plant  are  distribntod  around  tlie  stem  at  regular  iol 
Tain  ages  before  it  was  discovered  that  the  law  which  govema  the 
tfibntiuu  govumn,  also,  the  distances  of  the  planeta  fVoni  the  sua. 
even  i»  ancient  timoH,  the  evidence  was  so  abaiidnut  and  clear  tbai 
Plato  described  the  Creator  as  "  a  being  who  geometrlzea  continaaUy.'' 

And  among  modern  philosophers,  Herbert  Spcocer,  thongh  **  fiunottii 
for  the  iitrcngth  with  which  he  has  mahitniueil  that  we  cat)  UBiaga  to 
the  Firfit  Cause  of  the  universe  un  attributes  whatever,  ameim  with 
eiual  strength  and  emphasis  that  the  existence  of  the  Finit  Oftiuw  U 
forced  constantly  on  our  attention  and  avouched  to  ua  with  a  oertaiDty 
that  ia  attained  by  uo  other  truth  whatever." 

It.is  evident  that  in  mathematical  investigations  the  human  mind 
advances  upon  paths  marked  out  by  that  mind  which  oreatcs  ami  ana- 
tains  the  nniverse.  In  thio  direction  the  conclusions  of  men,  as  far 
they  go,  partake  of  the  i)erfection  of  the  intelligence  whose  works 
ponder.  They  think  after  it  the  thoughts  of  that  iutelllgenc*.  In 
the  range  of  subjecta  that  occupy  the  mental  forces  purely,  it  fa  to 
doubted  if  there  is  one  Which  so  distinctly  aa-serts  the  counoction  ' 
tweeu  the  human  and  the  creative  mind,  and  displays  them  in  rwH] 
.nctivity. 

Yet  Ihe  rank  of  the  Great  Teacher  cannot  be  imperilled.    The 
that  men  can  fathom  of  His  thoughts  but  introdticoa  them  lo  aoW 
aubjoctB  of  contemplation.     Those  are  humblest  whb  hare   torti 
advanced  in  endeavors  to  comprehend  the  mysteries  of  creation, 
none  realize  so  fully  the  force  of  the  poet'a  question  : 


MathemaUcs,  indeeil,  couaot  dellue  the  moral  ohoraoter  of  tlwt  *j^^ 
whose  existence  it  doclareK.  But  in  consciousness  the  mind  bai  in. 
arbiter  whose  decisiona  are  scari'«]y  less  authoritative  than  the  ioCaltioitt 
of  mathematics.  luHpoctiug  the  lives  of  men  in  all  guneratiuus,  we  cM- 
not  fall  to  see  that  they  are  pruno  to  invest  a  deity  with  their  onii  high- 
est attributes.  With  the  univcraal  lorce  that  mathematical  revvlati^ 
convince  mankind  that  thurv  is  iatellicenoc  akin  to,  yet  beyond  their 
own,  with  all  that  force,  and  with  redoubled  fervor,  coaaciouAoess  alllmu 
that  this  iiitelligeJioe  embodies  and  inculcates  the  uoblou.  sentiini 
felt  by  humanity. 

And  here  matheuatic:«  can  support  the  teachings  of  couacionmeati 
most  imricessive  waruings.  One  illustration  most  antBoe  on  this  o~ 
siou.  CiiarleB  Babbagc,  iu  a  chapter  upon  Uie  pormaueuoo  of  wi 
and  actions,  i)r«»ents  a  view  which,  even  if  all  hin  inferences  be  iio^. 
cepted,  eau  Kcarculy  be  contemplated  without  a  thrill  of  adminitiou  ~ 
fear.  , 

Voices,  indeed,  quickly  grow  inaudible  to  human  ears;  the  efTi.-cta  of 
actions  seem  la  uliiam>car;  yet  it  is  demonstrable  that  voices  an.-  uken 
np  by  every  purticlo  of  the  Burrouudiug  air  and  borne  on  to  iiiQnii^- 1 
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and  it  can  be  proved  beyond  cavil  that  physical  actions  are  impressed 
upon  the  most  distant  spheres. 

Thus  each  kindly-spoken  word  is  transmitted  in  the  volnmes  of  the 
air;  and  each  arm  that  falls  in  anger  drags  in  its  descent  the  stars  from 
their  courses. 

However  £[iint  these  tones  may  seem  to  be,  however  small  these  effects, 
it  needs  not  different  powers  from  our  own,  but  only  a  finer  sense,  a 
keener  mathematical  analysis,  to  hearken  to  the  one,  weigh  the  other^ 
and  read,  as  in  a  clear- writ  book,  the  records  we  make  here. 


BXCURSION  OF   STTTBENTS    AND   PTTPILS    TO   THE  CENTENNIAL  EXHI- 
BITION. 

It  has  been  cnstomary  for  several  years  to  arrange  for  a  picnie  or 
pleasure  excursion  for  the  students  and  pupils  on  some  Saturday  in  the 
early  summer.  This  year  an  unusual  gratification  was  afforded  to  those 
connected  with  the  institution  by  the  substitution  of  an  excursion  to  the 
International  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia  for  the  usual  picnic.  Author- 
ity  was  given  to  the  president  to  incur  an  expense  not  acceding  eight 
hundred  dollars  for  tlie  excursion,  and  on  the  closing  day  of  the  term, 
June  28,  the  students  and  pupils  of  both  departments,  under  the  charge 
of  the  president,  assisted  by  several  of  the  instructors,  took  a  special 
car  for  Baltimore,  via  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad.  By  the  oour- 
teay  of  the  managers  of  this  road,  transportation  was  furnished  at  half, 
the  usual  fare,  and  the  car  containing  the  party  was  drawn  to  the  Light- 
street  wharf  in  Baltimore,  where  one  of  tne  propellers  of  the  Shriver 
Line  was  taken  for  Philadelphia.  The  managers  of  this  line  also  afforded 
transportation  at  a  very  low  rate,  and  the  choice  of  the  ronte  gave  the 
students  and  pupils  an  opportunity  of  a  sail  on  the  Ghesapeake  Bay,  a 
passage  through  the  Delaware  Canal,  and  up  the  Delaware  Biver. 

The  pupils  of  the  primary  department  remained  two  days  at  Philadel- 
phia, spending  every  available  hour  in  the  Exhibition.  The  students  ot 
the  college  were  afforded  three  days  in  the  Exhibition,  some  of  them  re- 
mainingjonger  at  their  own  expense. 

The  degree  of  pleasure  and  amount  of  instruction  afforded  to  those 
for  whose  benefit  this  excursion  was  undertaken  can  hardly  be  estimated, 
and  expressions  of  delight  and  gratitude  on  their  part  were  universal. 

No  misadventure  occurred  to  interfere  with  the  enjoyment  of  the  occa- 
sion, excepting  a  few  instances  of  slight  indisposition,  such  as  has  been 
common  in  pilgrimages  to  the  Centennial. 

The  receipts  and .  disbursements  for  the  year  now  under  review  will 
appear  from  the  following  detailed  statements : 

I.— Supponx  OP  THB  nrsTiTVTioK. 

Balance  from  old  ftccoant t3,091  81 

BactWed  from  TreaJBorj  of  the  United  States 48»000  00 

Beceired  from  eiTon  corrected •  2  64 

BeoeiTedfor  board  and  tnitton 3,322  64 

Received  from  mannal-labor  fund... •....••.•  291  00 

Beoeiyed  from  students  for  books  and  stationery 364  94 

Baedved  for  work  done  in  shop 378  73 

Becelved  from  sale  of  live  slock ^ 343  60 

BeoBivadfrom  damsffeto  pounds  by  cattle T. ••••  5  50 

Beceiyed  from  sale  of  eas « .!•.«  47  26 

Beceived  from  pn|dls  for  repairs  to  shoes 76 
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Keceived  from  sale  of  old  lumber $10  00 

Reoeired  from  salo  of  old  metal 4G  00 

Beceived  from  sale  of  old.carpet 9  00 

Total ,. 56,813  76 

Disbursenunts, 

Expended  forsalarieB  and  wages $88,331  M 

Expended  for  groceries «..  S^866  81 

Expended  for  meats 4,020  3& 

Expended  for  household  expenses,  marketing,  &c 1,G37  6t 

Expended  for  butter  and  egfgs 1,949  67 

Expended  for  fuel 4,257  41 

Expended  for  bread .' 1,116  SD 

Expended  for  gas 1,065  75 

Expended  forrepairs  on  buildings 1,512  54 

Expended  for  furniture 906  67 

Expended  for  live 'stock 315  00 

Expended  for  expenses  of  directors'  meetings 185  00 

Expended  for  books  and  stationery 968  08 

Expended  for  dry  goods  and  shoes 305  98 

Expended  for  medical  attendance 148  00 

Expended  for  plants  and  shrubs 188  15 

Expended  for  feed,  fertilisers,  and  seeds 495  87 

Expended  for  lumber 1,168  85 

Expended  for  printing  and  engraving 283  18 

Expended  for  ice 103  71 

Expended  for  drugs  and  chemicals }36  55 

Expended  for  freight ^ 28  88 

Expended  for  carriage-hire 10  00 

Expended  for  carriage  and  wagon  repairs.. •• 44  63 

"Expended  for  exhibitions..... 67  00 

Expended  for  illustratiTe  apparatus 474  66 

Expended  for  Centennial  excursion 715  00 

Expendedfor  blacksmithing 65  08 

Expended  for  harness  and  repairs 83  90 

Expended  for  hardware C08  23 

Expended  for  threshiDg-machine 220  00 

Expended  for  carriage 500  00 

Balance  unexpended 2,137  01 

Total 56,813  7C 

11. —EXTENSION  AND  PITTIXG  TP  OP  rriLDIXGS. 

Eeceipts. 

Balance  from  old  uccount $70  OG 

Received  from  Treasury  of  the  United  States 40.U00  00 

Total '. 40,070  96 

DiAuruments, 

Expended  for  labor $104  2^ 

Expended  for  architect's  service 1,956  GTi 

Expended  on  contract  with  J.  Q.  Naylor 29,8(id  44 

Expended  on  contract  with  M.  A.  McGowan  dc  Co 5, 680  00 

Expended  for  excavation  and  grading GST  7i 

Expended  for  mantels Ij05  OU 

Expended  for  iron-work 81  87 

Expended  for  plumbing 1,345  00 

Total 40,070  90 

Estiniates  for  next  year. 

The  following  estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  service  of  tho  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1878,  have  already  been  submitted. 

1.  For  the  snpport  of  the  institution,  including  salaries  and  incidental 
expenses,  and  $500  for  books  and  illustrative  apparatus,  $51,000. 
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2.  For  the  completion  of  the  work  ou  the  erection,  furnishing,  and 
fitting  up  of  the  buildings  of  the  institution  in  accordance  with  plans 
heretofore  submitted  to  Congress,  $69,524.62. 

3.  For  the  inclosure,  improvement,  and  care  of  the  grounds  of  the 
institntion,  810,000. 

The  estimate  for  the  support  of  the  institution  will  be  found  to  be 
larger  by  three  thousand  dollars  than  the  amount  allowed  annually  for 
the  last  five  years. 

The  completion  of  our  buildings,  which  we  hope  will  not  be  deferred 
longer  than  September  of  next  year,  will  enable  us  to  receive  a  larger 
number  of  students  than  we  can  now  accommodate;  and  we  have  every 
indication  that  the  applications  for  admission  will  be  sufficiently 
numerous  to  justify  the  small  increase  of  appropriation  asked  for. 
Should  this  prove  to  be  an  over-estimate,  the  whole  amount  need  not 
be  drawn. 

We  prefer,  however,  to  avoid,  if  possible,  any  occasion  for  submitting 
an  estimate  hereatter  to  cover  deficiencies. 

With  the  building  appropriation  for  the  current  year  we  shall  be  able 
to  carry  up  the  walls  of  the  college-buildings  to  the  window-lintels  of 
the  third  story  ou  the  jiorth  division,  and  to  roof  in  the  south  division, 
before  the  Ist  of  December.  The  estimates  for  the  completion  of  the 
buildings  have  been  made  up  with  great  care,  and  will,  it  is  believed,  be 
sufficieirt  to  cover  the  expense  of  connecting  the  new  building  with  the 
completed  sections,  as  well  as  the  changes  which  will  be  necessary  to 
make  the  roof  of  the  old  building  correspond  in  style  with  that  of  the 
new. 

If  the  appropriation  we  ask  is  made,  our  buildings  will  be  finished  at 
a  cost  very  much  within  the  general  estimate  submitted  to  Congress 
with  our  plans  ten  years  ago. 

The  large  increase  in  the  number  of  our  students,  alluded  to  earlier  in 
this  report  renders  it  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  ooUege-buildings 
should  be  ready  for  occupaui^  by  the  last  of  September  next. 

The  estimate  submitted  to  provide  for  the  proper  ihdosure  and  im- 
provement  of  our  grounds  is  of  very  great  importance.  No  appro- 
priation for  this  object  has  been  made  for  several  years,  and  our  fences 
are  in  many  places  so  decayed  as  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  every  high  wind. 

The  front  line  of  our  grounds  on  Boundary  street  has  l>een  so  inter- 
fered with  by  the  grading  and  curbing  of  the  street  as  to  present  a 
very  discreditable  appearance,  for  the  remedy  of  which  we  have  no 
funds  at  our  command. 

THE  APPROACHES  TO  THE  INSTITUTION. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  city  towards  the  institution  within  the  past 
few  years,  quickly  following  the  grading  of  the  streets  in  our  vicinity, 
forces  us  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  approaches  to  our  premises  and 
the  probable  character  of  the  i>ermanent  improvements  on  the  squares 
separated  fi:om  our  grounds  only  by  Boundary  street. 

These  squares  belong  wholly  to  private  owners,  and  may  be  built  up 
at  any  time  with  improvements  of  a  character  quite  unsnited  to  the 
near  proximity  of  a  public  institution  soch  as  ours. 

The  instances  are  not  few  in  our  city,  not  to  speak  of  other  places 
from  which  many  pointed  illustrations  might  be  dbrawn,  where  a  very  • 
large  expense  has  become  necessary  to  secure  appropriate  surroundings 
to  public  buildings,  the  greater  part  of  which  e^qiense  might  have  boon 
avoided  by  earlier  action  in  the  premises. 
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Tlio  Bgnnres  l^fng  along  onr  front  are  not,  it  is  trne.  ncedotl  Tor  tbr 
Acttinl  Dses  of  ttie  institution;  nt,  tito  name  time  the  iDtcn^sts  ol  tbo  in- 
stitniion  and  of  the  Government,  aft  the  holdfir  of  its  property,  i;i-oii]d 
be  very  unfavorably  affected  aboiild  these  sqnares  be  covered  with  per- 
manent buildings  of  :in  inferior  or  objectionable  character. 

Wo  feel,  therefoi-e,  that  wo  are  only  fulfilling  the  reqnirements  c 
1a^  which  makes  it  our  duty  to  report  on  all  matters  affecting  thp  int< 
ests  of  the  iustitution  committed  to  our  care,  when  we  nrgo  the  t 
tancc  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  to  aocnro  the  Rquaren  i 
havR  nllnded  to  from  improreaient*  of  an  undesirable  character. 

They  now  have  but  very  few  bnildings  upon  them,  and  the  expfitu 
of  purchasing  alt  the  space  bounded  by  Sixth  streot  east,  h  8tnN>t,  a~ 
Boundary,  wonid  be  comparatively  small. 

And  if  we  may  be  permitted  to  go  8o  far  as  to  sngg^Mlt  An  Imp< 
public  interest  ontside  the  limits  of  our  jarisdictiou,  that  would  hf^  tt 
by  the  securing  to  the  Government  of  the  gronnd  jnst  referred  to, ' 
may  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  large  section  of  the  city  lylnj 
north  of  T>  street  north  and  east  of  Fourth  street  west,  compHttllH 
nearly  two  square  miles,  includes  no  public  reser^-atfon  whatever.  Tr 
timers  certainly  not  distant  when  it  will  contain  a  population  )ar| 
euough  to  claim  the  advantage  of  some  public  pleasure-ground  ;  an 
for  the  purchase  of  land  to  form  such  a  public  square,  uo  time  1a  llkcl 
to  be  more  favorable  than  the  present,  or  immediate  fataro. 

SUPPOUT  OP  SrrDENTS  PROM  THE  SBVEBAL  STATES. 

In  the  history  of  oar  collegiate  department  a  point  has  been  renolid 
when  it  seems  proper  to  invite  the  govommeiits  of  the  several  Statm  f 
make  provision  for  the  support  of  students  here.  Hitherto  our  onlled 
work  has  been,  in  a  measure,  oxperiuicntal,  bat  the  feasibility  nud  l3 
portaucc  of  imparting  a  coUegiato  education  to  certain  of  the  deaf  of  tl 
country  may  now  be  considered  as  demonstrated.  The  tcjstimony  givt. 
on  our  last  presentation-day  by  Professor  Henry,  of  the  Smitfasonifl. 
Institution,  and  Tresident  Oilman,  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  Cniventlti 
lonvea  no  doubt  as  to  the  capability  of  deaf-mntcs  to  rompIct«  what  | 
understood  by  educators  of  the  biglicKt  standing  aa  the  cotlogo  carrioi 
Inm.  The  positions  taken  in  the  world  by  our  graduates  as  tancbei 
editors,  public  otticials,  &c.,  show  plainly  the  value  of  the  training  thi 
bavo  received,  We  feel,  therett>rc,JU8Ulled  in  advising  tbugo^'eniniQi 
of  the  several  St-atcs  to  provide  for  the  further  edncatiou  here  of  aa^ 
pupils  iu  their  own  institutions  as  may  give  evidence  of  ability  to  pni 
sue  a  collegiate  course,  and  prove  themsolvos  worthy  to  receive  tlu 
as-iistance  of  their  State  in  endeavoring  to  secure  it. 

To  attempt  to  furnish  in  any  State  advantages  equal  to  those  offend 
here  for  the  collegiate  education  of  the  deaf  would  involve  an  oatlay 
many  fold  greater  than  would  be  incurred  by  sending  the  doaf-taates  «' 
Buch  States  who  might  be  proi>er  BnUjects  for  advanced  traluiug  to  I' 
National  College.    We  fool,  thorefora,  that  iu  inviting  the  Statos  to  ae 
bonoflciarit-s  hero  we  are  suggeating  a  measure  of  wise  economy  at  tj 
saiDO  time  that  wo  are  offering  theui  beuefitn  not  to  bo  scoured  i' 
where.     With  the  completion  of  our  new  building,  nest  j'uar,  wo  t 
have  it  in  our  power  to  accommodato  twice  as  many  students  a 
now  Iu  the  college.    Wo  shall  not,  however,  bu  able  to  jirovide  ft 
support  of  tho  hirge  proportion  whoaa  circuuistoaces  will  t»  likely  1 
eompol  them  to  oak  for  tim  admhuion. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  highly  deairablu  that  provioiou  idiDalil  I 
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In  view  of  all  theae  considerations,  ve  ventare  to  &(tiggest  that  this 
sqlyect  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  governors  of  the  several  Stistes 
in  some  formal  manner,  so  that  the  necessary  steps  may  be  soon  taken 
to  secnre  the  requisite  legidation. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  order  of  the  board  of  direct 
ors.  , 

EDWARD  M.  GALLAUDET, 

PreaiieHt 
Hon.  Z,  Chandler, 

Secretary  of  ike  Interior. 


BEPORT  OF  THE  ARCHITEOT  OF  TOE  CAPITOL. 

Arcqiteot's  Offioe,  United  States  Capitol, 

WaahingUm,  D.  (7,  November  1, 1870. 

Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following,  relative  to  the  im- 
provements and  care  of  the  Capitol  building  and  the  improvements  of 
the  Capitol  grounds: 

UmTBD  STATE6  OAPITOL. 

Yarioas  changes  and  improvements  have  been  made  to  the  building 
since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  obtain  a  more  ample  supply  ot  fteab  air 
to  the  hall  of  Representatives  by  increasing  the  area  of  the  openings 
in  the  floor  and  bv  the  construction  of  two  large  air-flues  leading  to  the 
men's  galleiy.  The  tops  and  fronts  of  the  seats  in  this  gallery  have  been 
perforated  in  order  to  distribute  the  fresh  air  evenly. 

All  the  machinery  connected  with  the  heating  apparatus  of  the  south 
wing  has  been  re-adjusted  and  repaired  i  the  water-closets  taken  out  the 
cellar,  and  every  precaution  token  to  remove  the  cause  of  offensive  smell 
in  that  story. 

The  main  sewer  has  been  ventilated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it 
Impossible  for  the  gases  to  be  driven  into  the  building,  as  was  formerly 
the  case,  when  the  tide  in  the  river  is  unusually  high  and  the  mouth  of 
the  sewer  submerged. 

The  commission  named  by  Congress,  having  in  charge  the  sutyect  of 
the  ventilation  of  the  hall  of  Bepreseutatives,  have  given  careful  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  and,  after  making  a  series  of  experiments  and  ob- 
servations, will,  during  the  next  session,  make  its  report  to  Congress. 

As  suggested  by  Mr.  Hayden,  engineer  of  the  Senate  wing,  the  brick 
flues  have  been  taken  from  under  the  floor  of  the  Senate  chamber  and 
galvanized  sheet-iron  ones  substituted. 

This  change,  it  is  thought,  will  insure  a  more  equable  distribution  of 
air  through  the  chamber,  and  will  place  the  regulation  of  the  tempera- 
ture of  air  admitted  under  more  immediate  control. 

The  screw-elevator  in  the  Senate  wing,  which  has  been  so  objection- 
able on  account  of  the  noise  made  by  the  friction-wheels  pressing  and 
running  against  the  side*wa11s,  has  been  taken  out,  and  a  hydraulic  ele- 
vator is  now  being  placed  in  its  stead. 

An  additional  steam-boiler  is  also  being  placed  in  the  fire-room  of  the 
same  wing. 

The  superintendent  of  the  National  Observatory  has  called  my  atten- 
tion to  the  practicability  of  connecting  the  principal  docks  in  the  Capitol 
with  the  electric  clock  at  that  building. 
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As  tills  can  be  done  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  fifteen  hunilrMl 
lara,  and  will  insure  correct  and  uniform  time  in  botli  linlls,  I  rccoi 
mend  an  appropriation  for  that  pnrpose. 

A  large  (Ktrtion  of  tlie  exterior  of  the  dome  and  lUo  ceutml  bnildi 
lias  been  painted,  as  well  as  the  restanrnnts  and  other  ]K)rtiuns  of ' 
interior  of  tlie  building. 

Tbe  worn-cmt  hot-air  fnmaces  under  tbo  old  L:ill  of  nopri>&entatiTM 
Itave  been  rcmove<l  and  coils  of  Htcnm-pi)>e  supplied,  so  tliat  Ltiis  hall 
and  tlie  passages  connected  witb  it  will  be  beuted  by  stenm  obtain)  " 
from  tbe  boilers  of  tbe  Ilonso  .ning.    Tiie  gallery  at  the  south  end  I 
been  taken  ont,  nmcU  to  tbe  improvement  oftbe-appearauceoftbf'hi 

The  beating  appanttns  to  the  Library  and  the  Sopremo  Court  liai 
tindergono  a  tliorough  repairing. 

IMPnOTHJO   CAPITOL   GBOUKDS- 

The  work  of  this  improvement  has  progressed  in  a  satisfactory  mftn- 
ner  during  the  present  season.  Mr.  Cobb,  engineer  employed  on  Hits 
work,  in  liis  report  to  me,  states  as  follows: 

The  grading  required  to  complete  tbo  north,  Booth,  niiil 
grounds  has  been  finished,  mid  most  of  the  plantings  soiled  and  t 
to  grass.  The  walks  have  all  been  graveled  or  paved  with  concrfrte. 
The  main  drives  ou  the  east  gronnds  are  partially  paved  with  pat 
macadam,  and  the  two  drives  from  First  street  wetit  are  prepared  io 
same  manner.  These  are  now  under  contract  for  an  asphattic  cooi 
pavement. 

The  granite  curbing  is  all  set,  and  the  blnestone  edging  partially  so. 
Mncix  of  the  old  cnrb  was  redressed  and  used  again. 
The  gas  and  water  service  is  complete  for  the  entire  grounils. 
Tho  main  system  of  drainage  is  completed,  or  in  process  of  compi 
lion. 
Tile  drains  have  been  laid  in  the  west  park. 

Tbo  trees  transplanted  last  year  are  in  a  thrifty  cooditioii|  and  the 
sod  is  becoming  tirm  and  free  from  weeds. 

Tho  concrete  foot-walks  laid  last  year  are  in  a  goo<l  condition,  and  s 
large  amount  of  tho  same  pavement  baa  been  put  down  daring  tbe  pres- 
ent  season. 

The  materials  purchased  bavo  bceu  exceptionally  good  in  qoality  and 
procured  at  a  very  reasonable  cost. 

Below  will  be  seen  a  statement  in  detail  of  the  mateHiU  pDrduued 
and  the  work  performed : 

18,000  cubic  yards  of  earth  and  other  material  excavated  and  removi 
12,300  linear  feet  subsoil-drains  laid. 
ifi'i  linear  feet  pipe-sewer  laid. 

3S  silt-basins  and  man-holes  eonstnictod. 
4,705  linear  feet  water-pipes  laid. 

41  hydrants,  stop-cocks,  and  valvcBsot. 
4,1Sl)  linear  feet  gas-pipe  hiid. 
80  lamps  and  posts  set. 
10  ornamental  bronze  lamps  and  G  granite  and  bronro  ]aiiip<|)i4 

completed  in  east  park. 
2  bronze  fountain-roses  erected. 
13,000  linear  feet  electric  wire  for  lighting  lamiDi  laid. 
8,40(1  SQuai-e  yards  of  Gray's  patent  macadam  rofldiray  laid. 
I,fl83  square  yards  of  Belgian  block  pavement. 
14,600  square  yards  of  walks  graveled. 
i,800  sqnore  yards  of  Seneca  and  blucstonc  flagging  laid. 
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28,000  sqoare  feet  of  concrete  foot-walk  laid« 

4;027  sqaare  feet  of  mosaio  foot-walk  lakL 

2,100  eqaore  yards  of  brick  gutter  laid. 
15,000  linear  feet  of  blaestone  edging  set 

3,350  linear  feet  of  granite  curb  set. 

3,900  linear  feet  of  old  granite  carb  redressed. 

2,180  cubic  yards  of  manure  and  other  fertilizers  purcbased. 
10,796  cubic  yards  of  soil  purchased. 
12  acres  soiled  and  seeded. 

4,861  square  yards  sodding  laid. 

1,375  trees  and  plants  purchased  and  plahted  or  iu  nursery. 

1,750  cubic  yards  of  broken  stone  purchased. 
607  barrels  of  cement  purchased. 

3,455  cubic  yards  of  gravel  purchased. 

Prepahition  is  now  being  made  at  the  intersection  of  Pennsylvania 
avenue  and  First  street  for  laying  out  the  circle  in  which  is  to  be  placed 
the  naval  monument. 

To  complete  the  improvement  of  Pennsylvania  avenue  at  this  point 
in  accordance  with  plan  of  Mr.  Fred.  Law  Olmsted,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  purchase  a  point  of  land  at  the  northwest  comer  of  Pennsylva- 
nia avenue  and  First  street,  and  also  cut  a  corner  from  the  Botanical 
Garden. 

The  attention  of  Congress  is  respectfully  called  to  this  subject. 

I  consider  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  road  and  foot  ways  of 
these  grounds  should  be  paved,  and  hope  that  Congress  may  make 
early  provision  for  the  completion  of  this  work. 

As  the  Hre-engine  house  and  the  stables  for  the  Senate  mail- wagons 
have  been  completed  and  are  now  occupied,  I  recommend  a  small  appro- 
priation to  keep  them  iu  repair. 

CAPITOL  EXTENSION. 

Amount  expended  from  June  30, 1875,  to  June  30, 1876. 

Amoanipaid  on  pay-roIU  of  oMcliaiiicfl,  laborers,  Ac $32,092  Gl 

Amount  paid  for  material  for  plumbing  and  steam-fitting 4, 506  28 

Amount  paid  for  repairing  boilers • 1,695  70 

Amount  paid  for  material  for  Goyoring  doors 193  II 

Amount  paid  forhardware « 959  65 

Amount  paid  for  material  for  punting ; 3,698  64 

Amount  paid  for  marble 2,473  96 

Amount  paid  for  architect's  salary 4,500  00 

Amount  paid  forn^w  fhmaco-doors 800  00 

Amount  paid  for  General  Eastman's  painting,  committee-room 300  00 

Amount  paid  for  stationery 118  60 

Amocntpaid  for  postage-stamps • 21  00 

Amount  paid  for  castings 6(t5  26 

Amount  paid  for  lumber j^..  456  Id  * 

Amount  paid  for  miscellaneoos,  such  as  lime,  sand,  cement,  brick,  cleaning 

flues,  ^kc , 887  52 

Amount  paid  for  care  of  clocks  in  ocntra)  building ]0()  00 

Amount  paid  for  express  expenses.., .••• 90  49 

Amount  paid  for  disbursing  agent 1,000  l!0 

54,500  CO 
Amount  appropriated  March  3, 1675 54,500  00 

Expenditures  vjxm  the  United  States  Capitol  Grounds  for  the  fiscal  year 

ending  June  30, 1870. 

Amount  pi^d  for  grading (^,640  61 

Amount  paid  for  sewer-drainago 6,238  07 

Amount  paid  for  tilo-drainaffo .' 1,284  59 

Amount  paid  for  water-scrvTce 8,562  34 
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Amount  piud  iai  pny-ioll  for  mecluuilu,  laborara,  Ac 

Araontit  pnid  for  Mil 

AntoiiDt  paid  fnr  brouM  lunpa 17,9 

Amonnt  pniO  for  ("tu  Hcrrica 1,H 

Anoaiit  pnid  for  Mddlng > ?l 

Aaujual  p»i<l  tor  gravot  wailts ■..•.>h...>.  1,IIi 

Amoiuit  pnid  fur  utaanro  and  otber  InrliliMn .»..••......••  S;K9  Wi^ 

Ainount  paid  for  tnnd,  gravel, aud  foment •••■»• I, HO  V 

Amounlpnid  for btokBt) itoiw ...........•.>..  [.SAT  61 

Amoiiiilpud  fur  f^us-Bwd ■ »<•  BUT  M 

Amount  paid  for  (rees  uud  plontB ......................  <M  ^ 

AajDant  paid  for  lumber  for  iralko,  inoriag  Ltbh,  &e  ......................  l|87ft'| 

Amoant  puid  (or  moviuit  nulrDBd-tnckB ..........  ^S~ 

Amonal  p>td  for  curbinit  and  Bdglugr ^11 

AiDomit  p«id  loE  neietau  block  pftveiiwat..-. '(ilj 

AmoBQl  pnid  furUiiMduo  roadway ^^~ 

Amount  paid  for  Naufcbntel  pavemunt **■ 

Amount  paid  for  Seneca  and  blueslone  foot-walka  ..  

Amount  paid  for  moMic  pavoman  la  for  foot- walk* M^M 

Amount  paid  for  coucreW  pavemniU  for  foot-walka ..... ...... .^.  <l,fll.  _ 

Amonnlpaid  for  oruamenlal  shotcara 1,070  ■ 

Amount  paid  for  bionzo  fountain-raw ,.  tt, OSO  00 

Amonnt  paid  for  ornamaniid  granlU,  blucMobo  for  lonntalna,  (■mp.pUn,  ani 

•mU  In  Mat  park «t;3M7II 

Amotint  paid  for  otoctrla  UKbtinc i I,  HB  10 

Amonnt  paid  for  lamp -nie ra  aniT lamp* &7SI  M 

Amonnt  paid  for  ini«c«!laneon«  bill  for  bMiUog,  trdfbta,  MidaiiinhlM 1,008  #1 

Amoant  paid  for  hardware  and  tools S,3R  St 

AnouDt  paid  Frod. Law  Olmttod  for  profwakukkl  MrvicM. ■•.. 9;M9  OS 

Amount  paid  Oeorga  K.  lUdfard,  engineer I,IM  IG 

Amonnt  paid  TboitiBaWiMdell.draae^liman........ 1,908  68 

Amouuipud  0.  C.  Ballard,  inwo : MK  00 

sio,im»7 

L'ueipendcd .' 3,  I9i  CQ 

390,000  pg 

Amount  approprtaloa  Uorcb  3,  19T5 SOO.OfKj  00 

Amotuit  apptDpiiatod  April  21,  1976 SO.OUO  00 

' —    2M,0CO« 

BespectTally  Bubmitted. 

EDWARD  GLAUK,  _, 

Architect  United  Statea  CofiloL  ^Ji 

The  Hon.  Secbetasy  of  thb  iKTBRioa.  ^H 

OOLUMBIA  HOSPITAL  FOK  WOMEN  AND  LYIKQ-IN  ASr^Ul^Tl 
Columbia  Hospital  foe  Womek,    ■ 

AND  LYINQ-m  ASTLITM, 
Waxhington,  D.  C,  October  31, 18*6. 

Sm:  1  have  the  honor  to  nubmit  bcronJLb  my  fcotb  auDoal  report  of 
tha  Colnmbia  Hospital  for  Wornea  ami  Lying-in  Asylum,  lor  tlo  f 
year  ending  June  30, 1870. 

Wbil»  tbvre  boa  bocn  a  steady  yearly  increase  in  the  number  of  I 
mates  of  the  inntilution,  of  those  admitted  during  the  pant  flncal  yd 
not  a  fiitjgle  death  from  any  cunse  whatever  has  occurred,  a  fact.  I  thlnl 
not  recorded  by  ary  iostitutiOD  of  a  similnrcharacter  througuout  t' 
oouDtry. 

At  tbu  liist  session  of  Congreas  an  appropriation  of  $8,500  v.. 
niadc  for  a  itow  roof  to  the  malu  buildiuc  and  extension.  Tltls  amotu 
baa  been  t-xpendcd  nuder  the  direction  of  Uen.  J.  K.  Barnes  nnd  Mr.  J 
T.  Mitchell,  who  were  ui>pointed  by  the  board  of  directors  a  comraitt 
for  that  purpose. 
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The  baildiog  is  completed,  and  is  now  as  perfect  in  its  appointment 
and  hygienic  arrangements  as  any  building  conld  be  made  that  was  not 
bnilt  de  novo  for  hospital  purposes. 

Before  the  alteration  the  rooms  immediately  under  the  old  roof  were 
available  only  for  the  purposes  of  storage ;  the  roof  has  been  raised  six 
feet  and  the  space  converted  into  a  series  of  wards,  which  will  be  nsed 
for  the  lying-in  department  of  the  hospital,  for  which  purpose  they  are 
specially  adapted,  as  their  elevated  position  gives  an  abundant  oppor* 
tuoity  for  perfect  ventilation. 

With  proper  care  and  vigilance  exercised  by  the  medical  officers,  it 
seems  improbable  that  any  epidemic  could  gain  headway  in  this  institu- 
tion. 

In  the  estimates  which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  expenses 
for  the  ensuing  year  is  one  item  of  ^*  $5,000  to  complete  the  iron  railing 
around  the  hospital  grounds."  It  is  Important  that  the  railing,  which 
has  been  partlAlly  ereoted,  should  be  completed  j  as  the  grounds  are  now 
exposed,  having  no  protection  whatever. 

It  may  be  reasonably  anticipated  that  there  will  be  more  demands 
upon  the  institution  during  the  ensuing  year  than  in  the  past,  but  I  have 
not  deemed  it  necessary  to  increase  the  amount  asked  for  the  current 
expenses,  as  the  improvements  made  are  of  a  character  which  will  ena- 
ble the  domestic  airanjgements  to  be  carried  on  more  economically  than- 
hitherto. 

The  grounds  surrounding  the  hospital  have  been  laid  out  and  planted 
with  shade  and  evergreen  trees  nnder  the  direction  of  Oen.  O.  E.  Bab- 
cock. 

Smamarjf  qf  cases  treated. 

Namber  i>f  patients  nnder  ireatmoat  Jon*  90,1676 «.. •    28 

Namberof  f»atients admitted duhig tbeyear ending  June  30, 1876 222 

Number  Dfli;|li9  diving  thajear 80 

7oteljiiQn])0nmd0r  treatment  dnxing  the  year — « 330 

Nomber  cured ^.« 131 

Number  relieved S9 

Knmber  died  (admitted  dnring  1875) 2 

Nnmber  inonrable 18 

Nnmberaent  toother  inotitntione 5 

Nomberreinlto  nnknown 21 

Number birthi... * ^ » ; £0 

Nnmber  anderirMment  at  preient  date ..« 14 

Nativity. 

America «.... ,, 274 

Irehmd 43 

Germany  • 3 

Canada  «..^...^ -. 1 

Cuba 1 

Switzerland.*. 1 

Italy 1 

Engfiand...^ 5 

Fruioe  ^ 1 


Total -• 330 

Oitizenship. 

DiBtrict  of  Columbia..... 199 

3iaryland • 16 

•Virginia ^ 18 

Penneylvonia ..^ A 

Tfsu4 .-^^*- *•. f.-. ^..,,,.,.., .•-.-.**^„^     4 
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DeUware 1 

Ohio « 

California 3 

Michigan I 

KewYork S 

Canada '. 1 

Tennessee 1 

Counectiont •  1 

Total 250 

Births  (80)  not  included. 

In  the  dispensary  attached  to  the  hospital  a  large  number  of  patients 
are  treated  and  supplied  with  medicine*  but  none  are  included  in  this 
report,  which  has  r^erence  only  to  the  hospital  pro^. 

I  ha^e  the  honor  to  request  that  the  following  estimates  for  the  sop- 
port  of  the  hospital  for  t^e  ensuing  fiscal  year  may  be  rccommiended : 

For  the  snpport^f  the  institntion,  inolading  salaries,  fomitare,  medicines,  and 
commissary  stores ..., iS3t,W 

To  complete  the  erection  of  the  iron-railing  around  grounds,  and  general 
repairs .' 5,000 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  THOMPSON, 

Surgoon  in  Chief  . 
Hon.  Z.  Ghakdleb, 

Secretary  of  ike  Interior. 


FBEEDMEN^S  HOSPITAL  AND  ASYLUM. 

FUBKDMEM'S  HOSPITAL, 

WfiAingtonj  Jfovembtr  0,  JS7C. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  annual  report  of  the  Frced- 
men^s  Hospital  and  Asylum  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Juno  30, 1S7P, 
as  follows: 

The  whole  number  of  patients  treated,  relieved,  and  prescribed  for 
during  the  year  was  2,062,  viz: 

RemaiDing  in  hospital  at  date  of  last  annual  report , 2G5 

Admitted  to  wards  during  the  year,  males...., 203 

females i03 

Bom,  raalefl 7 

females : 18 

331 

Admitted  to  dispensary I,4G6 

Whole  number fi|CGl{ 

Of  these,  two  hundred  and  fourteen  were  discharged,  cured 214 

Thirty  were  discharged,  relieved IV) 


And  eighty-niue  died 80 

uje  dispel 
andrelieveu \ .' 1,454 


From  the  dispensary  fourteen  hundred  and  fifty-four  were  discharged,  cured 

andrelieveu 

Twelve  died  othoiuo 12 


l.TtO 

Bemaiujug  in  hospital,  June  30, 187G 2i»3 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  8.  PALMER,  M.  D., 

/Surgeon-in-  Chief. 
The  Hon.  jSecbetajiy  ojf  the  Ikt5kioe. 


REPORT 

OF 

THE  POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


Pdst-Office  Depahtment, 
WasMngtonj  2>.  C,  November  27, 1870. 

SiE :  The  expenditures  of  this  Department  during  the  y/'*^*^  ****** 
fiscal  year  ended  Jane  30, 1876,  were $33, 263, 487  58 

Ihe  revenues  were  as  follows : 

Ordinary  receipts $28, 453, 426  06 

Receipts  from  money-order 

business 190,770  84 

Amount  received  from  the 
general  Treasury  as  sums 
appropriated  to  steam- 
ship-lines   537,500  00 

29,181,C97  50 

•  ■ — 

'   Excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts . .      4, 081, 790  08 

Included  in  the  above  statement  of  expenditures  is  the 
sum  of  $467,301.42  paid  on  liabilities  incurred  in  previous 
fiscal  years  and  not  properly  chargeable  to  the  expenditures 
of  the  last  fiscal  year.  Deducting  this  sum  from  the  aggre- 
gate amount,  the  actual  expenditures  for  the  year  were 
$32,796,186.16. 

The  expenditures  and  receipts  of  the  Department,  there-  ^ 

fore,  on  account  of  and  appertaining  to  the  business  of  tho 
last  fiscal  year  (excluding  expenditures  on  account  of  previ- 
ous years)  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Expenditures J32,796,186  IG 

Keceipts,  ordinary  and  from  money-order  Jmsipess -iSS,  644, 197  50 


J'  »■ 


Lfeaving  an  excess  of  expenditures  over  and  above 
departmental  receipts  of 4,151^969.66 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  were  $523,196.21 
more  than  those  of  the  precedinj^  year,  and  ;$3,700;546,42 
less  than  the  estimates  therefor. 

The  -ordinary  receipts  for  the  year  were  ^1^782,208.1(5  ^or 
6.26  per  cent)  more  than  those  of  the  preoedinjg  year,  and 
$33,S4L50  (or  0.11  per  cent.)  more  than  the  estimates  there- 
for. 
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The  expenditnres  and  receipts  by  fiscal  qnarteni,  a^J 
the  increase  or  decrease  therein  as  compared  with  the  c*  :- 
responding  quarters  of  1873-'74  and  1874-'75,  are  sho^:, 
by  Table  4  which  accompanies  the  reiK>rt  of  the  TL.tvI 
Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

There  was  drawn  from  the  Treasury  during  the  fiscal  y  t-a: 
on  appropriations — 

For  Btoamship  service  to  Japan  and  China |S00,  (>'»''    • 

For  Bteamship  service  to  Brazil 37,>.»-'   - 

To  supply  deficiencies  in  the  revonaes  for  the  year  ended 

JnneSO,  1S76 4,000,  f«v 

To  meet  deficiencies  of  previoas  fiscal  yean 551,  (hr^  J 

In  pnrsnanoe  of  act  of  Congress  (private,  No.  12)  of  Jnne 

23,1876 ZZ  - 

Total 5,068,5-::    • 


Sttlmatef    for  The  estimated  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 

^^-  Jnne 30, 1878, are $36,T23,43:i  i 

The  ordinary  revonaes  are  estimated  at 
7  per  cent,  over  the  past  fiscal  year, 

making $30,445,166  00 

Estimated  revenue   from   money-order 
business 200,000  00 

Total  estimated  revenue  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,1878 30.645,1*0   • 


'  Special   appro-  Estimated  excess  of  expenditures  to  be  appropriated  out 

prlatton.  ^f  the  general  Treasury  as  a  deficiency 6, 07?.  •>T  i 

Of  the  appropriations  for  deficiencies  there  were  umi 
pended  on  Jane  30, 1876,  the  following  amoonts: 

For  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1871 tl4, 14C   ■« 

For  fiscal  year  ended  Juno  30, 1872 3,3l*>  .•- 

For  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1873 690,  «t>'  :: 

For  fiscal  year  ended  Jnne  30, 1874 1,000,574  :: 

For  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1875 1.097,  e4v'  ^* 

9,802,7H6  J^ 
Amount  appropriated  for  fiscal  year  of  1875-76 6, 852»  7iC  •  • 

Total 9,666, 4i>l  .•- 

Daring  tho  past  fiscal  year  the  following  amoants  wi  rt 
drawn  on  acconnt  of  payments  for  preyioos  fiscal  years,  v:: 

For  fiscal  year  of  1870-^1 |U.  146  > 

For  fiscal  year  of  1871-72 3,3S?3  .«* 

For  fiscal  year  of  1874-75 .533,4*i»?  *t 

For  fiscal  year  of  1875-76 4,000,000  « 

A  total  of >4,551,029^' 
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Amount  of  deficionoy  ftppropriations  undrawn  and  avail- 
able for  payments  of  indebtedneea  to  June  30, 1876.. . 
.  AgaiQBt  the  above  sum  there  are  chargeable  the 
following  UDsettlod  accounts,  estimated : 

Balance  due  foreign  countries |12,000  00 

Mail-service  under  contract|  or  recognized, 

not  yet  reported  for  payment 989,069  50 

Mail-servioe  unrecognised 353,024  85 


Deficleoey    ap- 
$5,104,4(58  75 ''"■"^""* 


postal  cardL 


Total 1,354,094  35 

Leaving  after  settlement  of  all  liabilities  to  June  30, 1676, 
a  net  balance  on  deficiency  appropriations  of |3, 750, 368  40    Net  balance. 

POSTAGESTAJiIPS,     STAMPED     ENVELOPES,    AND     POSTAL 

GABDS    ISSUED. 

The  number  of  ordinary  postage-stamps  issued  during 

the  past  fiscal  year  was  696,799,090,  valued  at |18, 773, 454  00  .^£^,  ^'{£1^ 

Newspaper  and  periodical  stamps,  1,290,347 945, 254  75  ~3f  E!5i.  *  "  ^ 

Stamped  envelopes,  plain,  82,467,000 2,280,318  74 

Stamped  envelopes,  request,  64,554,500 «...  2,079,578  SO 

Newspaper-wrappers,  18,498,750 273,723  50 

PosUl  cards,  150,815,000 1,508,150  00 

Offloial  postage-stamps,  17,682,665 663,831  50 

Official  stamped  envelopes  and  wrappers,  15,690,155 429, 110  9^ 

Aggregating  1,049,797,507 * 26,953,421  72 

The  following  table  shows  the  increase  in  stamps  of  aU 
kinds,  stamped  envelopes,  newspaper-wrappers,  and  postal 
cards  over  the  previous  year : 


InereaM  In  l§» 


DeaoxiptioD. 


Ordinary  postage-stampa 

Stamped  eovelojpea,  plain 

Stamped  enrelopea,  request 

Newspaper>wrB|>pen , 

Newapaper  and  periodical  stamps. . . . 
Postal  oaida 


Total,  after  dedneting  for  de* 
oiease  In  item  of  newspapsr- 
wrappen 

Official  stamps,  and  stamped 
eaTolopea  and  wrappers 

Dedact  lor  decrease  in  last  item 


Aggregate. 


Fiscal  year 
ended  Jane 
30.  1876. 


Fiscal    year 
ended  JOBS 

30.  187S. 


r* 


Valoe. 


118,773,454  00118,371,479  00 
S,  380,318  74     9,040.11135 
8,079,578  30     1,791,666  85 
873, 733  SO        986, 679  74 
945,954  75        815^909  47 
1.5Q8;150  00     1,076,160  60 


26,953,431  78 


1,098.949  49     1,180.499  43 


1501,975  00 
934.907  39 
987,699  05 
*i9,9M94 
139,359  98 
431,990  00 


1,579,460  ^ 


96.550  00 


95^477,511  241,475,910  48 


Par 
oant. 


9l74 
11.44 
16.06 
*4.fi0 

1Sl85 
40.14 


6.47 


&U 


&79 


Doriog  the  past  fiscal  year  there  has  been  a  loss  of  seven 
packages  of  stamps,  stamped  envelopes,  and  postal  cards,  .ti^  po*t«c<' 
of  the  aggregate  value  of  only  $147.45. 

The  amount  of  postage  collected  dnriug  the  year,  under 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  Juno  23, 1874,  (which  took 
effect  January  1, 1875,)  on  newspaper  and  periodical  publi- 
cations mailed  to  regular  subscribers  or  news-agencies  from 
knoim  i>ffip^  of  publici^pn,  cominpiEUj  known  as  secoiid- 
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class  iDfttler,  %vns  $1,014,1S4.37,  derived  from  39,4-U^ 
poaods  of  matter  at  2cout»  per  pound,  and  7  ,MS,7i3poaam 
at  3  cents  per  poond.  The  aiuouut  collected  duriug  lU 
sis  mouths  cndlog  Juue  30, 1S7.>,  was  $lS0,44d.li».  Tbo  tf 
crease  ia  therefore  at  tbo  rate  of  $41^67.2^,  or  ASi  per  cam 
per  anuum.  M 

i).iui I.1IM1.  fp{,p  operatious  of  the  Dead-Letter  Office  aro  foHy  staM 
iu  the  report  of  the  Third  AsHisinut  rostmaster-Qitoea| 
aud  tables  Xos.  10, 11,  and  12,  appeudcd  theivto.  This  bfll 
Qcss  may  bo  briefly  sammanjied  as  follows :  Total  nomll 
of  letters  received  during  the  year,  3,643,49J,  an  aferafl 
of  ll,5iOforcachvorkiD5duy,andvla3Aiflcd  thus:  ordltun 
mail  letters,  2,33j,191  ;  local  or  drop,  iHJfiQO;  of  domen 
origin  retaroed  from  foreign  coantries,  103,632 ;  fared 
origin,  195,800;  returned  to  post-o&li-cs  by  proprietorafl 
hotels, 45,130;  held  for  postage,  307,550 ;  misdirected, fit),  ih 
ehip,  2,834;  without  address,  6,945;  »nd  5,547  rp^stccfl 
letters.  Tboyare  furtherclassified  according  to  their  contcJ 
as  follows:  25,710  coutalued  841,447.17  in  uioucy ;  12,0fl 
cootaiiied  commercial  paper  to  tho  value  of  $l,7S4,ti4B.» 
846  contained  deeds,  mortgages,  leaset;,  railroad  and  otba 
passage  tickets,  pension  ccrtitioates,  and  bauk-Liookft ;  37,0fl 
contained  postage-stamps;  31,318  contained  photograpbo 
20,367  contained  jewelry,  elotbing,  boohs,  chromos,  rottn 
merchandise,  &e. ;  25,788  contained  receipts,  bills  of  ladiofl 
aOIdavits,  abstracts  of  title,  pnid  notes,  and  canoclod  oh 
gations  of  all  sorts.  M 

The  whole  number  of  registered  letters  receirod,  iadodiJ 
201  from  last  fiscal  year,  was  5,74S,  of  which  5,422  were  d 
livered.  The  amount  of  money  tiiken  fVom  letters  wbifl 
could  not  bo  restored  to  tbo  owners  was  06,052.53.  Ankoofl 
realiKcd  from  sale  of  Dead-Letter  OfQco  property  at  aactuH 
$2,853.17.  J 

COSTKACX3.  I 

TnaipwuiioD  TliCfo  wete  In  the  service  of  the  Department  on  the  SOU 
of  June,  1S70,  0,120  contractors  for  the  IraiisportstiiH)  m 
tbo  mails  m  public  rontes.  I 

There  were  at  tho  close  oi*  tho  year  ],71S  special  oQioJ 
oiicL  with  a  mail-carrier  whoso  pay  from  the  Deimrtmenifl 
not  allowed  to  exceed  the  net  jwstal  yield  of  the  uIBce.     m 

Of  public  mail-route.'i  iu  operation  there  woro  9,003,  m 
which  912  wore  railroad,  being  an  increase  of  41  rontcAll 
this  class  over  the  previous  year,)  aggrcgatinf^  in  leon 
:iSl,70S  miles;  in  annual  transportation,  130,209,708  iiiUm 
in  nuunnl  cost,  $16,201,140.  Adding  iho  compcnsatloDfl 
ujlvsy-yosttifflce  derks,  routo-agenta,  uail-roots  taoMH 
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gers,  local   agents^  and   mail-mesficngers^  amoanting  to 
$3,159,908,  tho  aggregate  annnal  cost  will  bo  $18,361,048. 

The* service  was  divided  as  follows: 

Kailroad-roates:  length,  72,348  miles ;  anniial  transporta- 
tion, 77,741,172  miles ;  annual  cost,  $9,&43,134--aboat  12.27 
cents  per  mile. 

Steamboat-roates :  length,  14,883  miles;  annnal  trans- 
portation, 3,704,533  miles;  annual  cost,  $G0C,46o — about 
10.37  cents  per  mile. 

Other  routes,  upon  which  tho  mails  are  required  to  be 
conveyed  with  "  celerity,  certainty,  and  security  :^  length, 
194,567  miles ;  annual  transportation,  54,824,003  miles ;  an- 
nual cost,  $5,051,541 — about  9.21  cents  per  mile. 

There  was  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  in  length 
of  routes  of  3,925  miles;  in  annual  transportation,  of 
2,447,492  miles ;  and  a  decrease  in  cost  of  8152,229.  Adding 
the  increased  cost  for  railway-post-offlce  clerks,  route,  local, 
and  other  agents,  $228,107,  the  total  increase  in  cost  was 
$75,878. 

The  railroad-routes  have  been  increased  in  length  2,26l> 
miles,  and  in  cost  $326,616,  against  an  increase  last  year  of 
2,349  miles  in  length,  and  $626,855  in  cost 

Betums  showing  the  weight  of  mails  and  other  particulars  Ba-Bdjrjrtinentof 
respecting  the  service  performed  on  railroad-routes  in  States  'r.'i^.r  "'''^' 
iu  which  a  new  contract  term  conunenced  on  the  1st  of  July, 
1876,  as  well  as  in  other  States  and  Territories,  are  given  iu 
tables  E  and  F  in  the  appendix. 

The  amount  of  fines  imposed  upon  contractors,  and  de-^J^*j*"*^<^'*<^««* 
ductions  made  from  their  pay  for  failures  and  other  delin- 
quencies, for  the  year  was  $122,563.15,  and  the  amouut 
remitted  during  the  same  period  was  $13,085.49,  leaving 
the  net  amount  of  fines  and  deductions  $109,477.66. 

A  table  appended  to  this  report  exhibits  in  detail  the  uum-  ^'^'^^^  ^"^^^^ 
bcr,  description,  and  cost  of  mail-bags  and  mail-catchers, 
and  of  mail  locks  and  keys  purchased  under  contracts  dur- 
iug  the  last  fiscal  year.  The  total  number  of  mail-bags 
purchased  and  put  into  service  was  103,794,  of  which  80,980 
were  for  the  transmission  of  printed  and  third-class  matter, 
and  22,814  were  chiefly  for  the  transmission  of  letters  or  first- 
Cioss  matter.  The  total  cost  of  mail-bags  and  mail-catchers^ 
including  repairs,  labels,  &c.,  amounted  to  $208,847.49. 

Ck>mpared  with  the  preceding  year,  thero  was  an  increase 
of  23,744  mail-bags  and  650  mail-catchers,  and  of  $21,699.41 
in  the  total  cost  of  mail-bags  and  mail-catchers,  during  the 
last  fiscal  year ;  such  increase  being  occasioned  by  expanded 
mail  facilities.    The  total  cost  of  mail  locks  and  keys  was 
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$1C,720.05.    The  total  cost  dnrins  the  precedinB  year  « 
931,840. 

An  entire  reorganization  of  the  a^»t«m  of  ropairinpr  n 
ba^  was  effected  ttnring  the  last  yeflr,  vhicli  lias  resalu 
A  very  grreat  reduction  of  that  item  of  vxpcnsc  Dnring  i 
preceding  year,  under  the  old  system  which  had  pren 
for  many  years,  and  tinder  which  nil  repairs  ware  made  J 
special  contracts  with  persons  ontside  of  tbe  D^partsteot, 
the  cost  thpreof  was  $92,119.fi'p.  For  the  iMt  fiscal  jtar, 
dnring  which  tho  repaint  were  all  made  by  persons  dii*cUy 
employed  at  nnnunl  nalnries  in  the  sercral  post-offlcea  vhMi 
arc  inailbng  depositories,  tho  expense  was  rednced  to 
S30,lCl.;i2— a8aviDgof«C3,253.03. 
»»n-rtpptoiio.  Dnringthe  year  ended  Jnun  30,  1870.291  persons  w«e 
arrested  for  violations  of  thn  poebi)  laws  nnd  rAgulAtiotu, 
and  giim  in  charge  to  the  United  States  anlboritiea  for 
trial,  with  tho  followiDg  results,  tie  : 

CoDTioted w 

Acquitted II 

OUierwiM dispoWt of M 

AwaittDK  trial .....u..  IK 

Total m 

In  addition  to  tbe  above,  148  persons  were  arreslol 
charged  with  similar  ofTensea,  but  as  there  wtux*  cirrBs- 
Btancea  connected  witli  said  arrests  which  made  tlie  pnrtici 
amenable  to  State  lan-s,  it  was  deemed  better  to  litind  tfaea 
over  to  the  State  authoiities.  These  niJded  to  thi«  numbrr 
held  for  trial  in  United  Stat«8  courts,  aggregate  439  rKTsnn* 
arrested  daring  the  year.  Of  this  number,  only  1  '■!  ■ : 
empIojY'3  of  the  PostOffice  Department;  and  wlf n  ' 
considered  that  United  States  mails  are  tranaportoil  aimnji; 
over  13rt,000,000  miles  of  mail-Knite^.lind  nroliaiidled  bj 
50,000  persons,  this  exhibit  will  be  considered  vary  ssti»b^ 
tory. 

The  number  of  recorded  complaints  daring  the  ywr  H 
6,040,  involving  the  loss  or  rifling  of  6,7^6  letters,  aggresst- 
log  in  value,  in  money,  bonds,  drafts,  &<;.,  ftl4G,028.2!>,  o( 
which  2,155  wore  registered,  valued  at  <25,829.(i9,  and  4,571 
unregistered,  valued  at  9130,109.00.  Of  the  1,697  rcglstend 
lettt>rs  reported  missing,  63;i  were  satisfactorily  aoeoiimstl 
for,  and  704,  valued  at  810,794.10,  are  reportod  as  nt 
U>(tt. 

Of  tho  764  lost,  196,  valoed  at  $4,295.74,  wens  nrnde  i 
and  of  the  558  registered  letters  reported  rifled  of  codIoAlI 
ralofd  at  $9,478.08,  the  contents  of  7",  ftggrogating  Id 
<l,861.04,W!BrerecoTar«iaDdre6liproiltotbC) 
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namberiog  382  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  special  agents 
under  investigation. 

The  whole  number  of  letters  registered  thronghont  the 
United  States  daring  the  year  ended  June  30,  1876,  was 
4,007,817,  while  this  exhibit  shows  an  actaal  loss  of  only 
1,049,  abont  ^^f  ^  of  1  per  cent.,  or  2|  for  every  10,000 
registered  letters  mailed. 

A  tabular  statement  hereto  appended  shows  that  the  i^«ypo*^of' 
number  of  raliway-posto£Bce  lines  in  operation  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1876,  was  63,  extending  over  17^713  miles  o£  rail- 
road-routes ;  an  increase  of  1  line  and  of  781  miles  compared 
with  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  clerks  employed  was  1,042,  at*an  annual 
cost  of  $1,278,340 ;  an  increase  of  141  clerks  and  $155,700. 
Upon  14,591  miles  the  service  is  performed  daily,  and  upon 
3,122  miles  twice  daily,  equivalent  in  all  to  20,835  miles  ^aph 
way  daily. 

Counting  all  the  lines  both  ways,  the  aggregate  jtervice  is 
41,671  mUes  daUy. 

During  the  year  new  post-route  maps  have  been  prepared  PMtroatemapi. 
and  published  of  the  States  of  Florida,  Kansas,  Nebraska, 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Minnesota.  New  editions  of  the 
various  maps  previously  issued,  embracing  all  the  NTorthem 
and  Middle  States,  and  some  others,  have  also  been  issued 
for  the  use  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  Department,  as 
well  as  to  supply  the  requirements  of  postmasters,  special 
agents,  and  the  railway  mail-service  in  properly  distributing 
the  mails. 

Drawings  for  maps  of  the  States  of  Georgia,  Arkansas 
and  the  Indian  Territory,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  of  the 
greater  number  of  the  Territories,  were  in  course  of  prepa- 
ration with  a  view«to  bringing  out  engraved  or  lithographed 
prints  of  them  during  the  present  fiscal  year,  only  a  few  of 
these  maps  in  manuscript  being  hitherto  in  existence ;  but' 
the  failure  to  receive  adequate  appropriations  for  this  pur> 
pose,  and  the  consequent  reduction  of  the  force  of  draughts- 
men and  clerks,  has  made  it  necessary  to  lay  aside  almost 
entirely  this  desirable  work.  In  the  estimates  herewith 
submitted  I  have  included  the  amount  required  for  the  re-  * 
sumption  of  this  work. 

FOBEXGN  MAILS. 

The  Postal  Union  treaty,  which  went  into  operation  at  the  ^J**^   ^"**" 
commencement  of  the  fiscal  year,  has  greatly  simplified  the 
operations  of  our  postal  exchanges  with  European  coun- 
tries ;  as,  under  its  proyisipns,  each  country  retains  to  its 
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exclusive  use  nil  tbe  postages  wliicli  it  coUecut.  All  poAa^^^ 
RCCOUDts  on  IhoilirectcorrespoDdence  reciprocally  excliauj:^^! 
between  Postal  Uniou  coud  tries  have  becu  diecon tinned,  i^^^l 
tliereforo  no  record  lias  been  Itopt  of  the  immbor  of  Irtte^^ 
exchanged,  or  the  amounts  of  postage  thcnMin,  as  iraa  tfae 
practice  nudor  the  separate  postal  amiiigeuicots  prertanely 
in  force.  Tbe  weights,  only,  of  the  letteraDdprintcd-matta 
mails  dispatched  to  Postal  Union  countries  hare  been  a 
rately  taken,  for  tbe  purpose  of  making  payments  for  ti 
intemtediate  sea  and  inland  transit  charges  tliereon:  whtfll 
charges  are,  by  the  provisions  of  tbe  treaty,  deftayod  by  tl 
ix)8t  department  of  the  country  dispatching  tbe  tnaila. 
Ill     The  t^tEit  weights  of  the  mails  dispatched  from  the  T7nit4 

States  to  Postal  Union  conntries  daring  the  year  \reto  a 
.  Iowa:  letters,  95,984,186  grams,  equal  to  3,^86,103  0 
printed  matter  and  samples,  366,532,480  grams,  e(]aal  \ 
12,935,398  ounces ;  being  an  increased  weight  over  1873  % 
3.55,063  onnces  of  letters  and  1,T2~,5G7  ounces  of  priaU 
matter  and  samples.  A  statement  is  appended  of  tho  wcigt 
of  mails  dispatched  to  each  PostaJ  Duion  country. 

The  reduced  rates  of  transatlantic  sea-postage  of  G  traa^ 
50  centimes  per  kilogram  of  letters  and  50  centimes  j 
kilogram  of  other  mail-matter,  established  by  tho  G«d«i 
Postal  Union  treaty,  have  been  allowed  and  paid,  at  thcl 
current  gold  value,  to  the  respective  steamship-lines  tr 
porting  our  mails  to  Kurope,  with   the  esccpUoti  of  I 
American  line  from  Philadelphia  to  Livenwol,  wbich  1 
received  a  compensation  in  excess  of  tbe  sea-postages,  ftx^ 
hy  special  agreement  at  93.25  per  kilogram  of  letters  n 
10  cents  i>er  kilogram  of  other  mail  matter. 
11.    The  cost  of  tbe  United  States  traoBatlnntic  mail-steamsl 
service  for  tbe  year  1870  waa  $172,343.09,  being  a  nMlw 
of  $55,755.10  IVom  the  cost  of  tbe  same  service  for  the  y 
1875.   The  payments  made  to  the  respective  steamship  U 
carrj'iug  mails  to  Europe  were  as  follows : 
Tho  Canard  line,  for  51  Iripa  ttoca  NewTork  and  SI  trips 

lh)m  Hustou  to  Queeaalown  tkDil  Liror])<}ol 943,0 

The  Uiunburg-Amoricftli  Pocket  Couipaoj',  for  39  trip*  tmu 

Ni-w  fork  oiiil  14  trips  from  Pbiludcliihia  to  Flfmaaib, 

CberlNiurg,  aod  Hniuburg t3S,S03  I 

Tlic  Nortli  Ofirman  Lloyd  of  Itcemoii,furC3  tri|tsfjrom  New 

Vnrb  and  If  1  trips  from  UolUmoro  to  HoulUamptuu  and 

]Jreni«u 

'I'ba  Livoniool  ODd  Uteat  Wiyiteni,  (Witliftnu  &  Gaum,)  fur 

:U)  trips  fromKevrVork  to  QtiocuKtonn  ooil  Liverpool...      24,SM  I 
Tbo  WUile  .Star  line,  for  33  trlpn  from  Xcw  York  U>  QoMtuc 

lotTD  ouil  Liverpool 
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rho  Inman  line,  for  lU  trips  from  New  York  to  Qneenstown 
and  Liverpool $9,281  27 

The  Canadian  line,  for  53  trijis  to  Liverpool 3, 603  05 

The  Anchor  line,  for  r>l  trips  from  New  York  to  Glasgow ...        2, 246  72 

The  General  Transatlantic  Steamship  Company,  for  convey- 
ing mails  from  New  York  to  Havre 2,076  90 

American  Steamship  Company,  for  40  trips  from  Philadelphia 
toQaeenstown 1,996  05 

The  Netherlands  Steam  Navigation  Company,  for  5  trips-  * 
from  Now  York  to  Rotterdam 2  92 

Total 172,343  09 

The  payments  made  to  the  respective  transatlantic  lineS|  Atlantic  a  •  a  • 
on  account  of  transportation  of  the  British  and  French  closed  .SoUji  maSi.^  *" 
mails  from  New  York  to  Enrope,  were  as  follows: 

To  the  Liverpool  and  Great  Western  Steamship  Company. .  $1, 502  80 

To  the  Canard  line ^,953  G2 

To  the  White  Star  line 54  42 

To  the  Harahnrg- American  Packet  Company 517  20 

To  the  North  German  Lloyd  of  Bremen 499  88 

To  the  Eagle  line 5,409  57 

To  the  Inman  line 1,314  99 

To  the  Snow  A  Boigen  line 63  98 

Total 12,3^0.30 

The  United  States  postages  on'  mails  conveyed  to  and 
from  the  West  Indies,  Panama,  Oeutral  America,  Brazil, 
Mexico,  Bermuda,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Oranada,  Venezuela, 
and  Honolulu,  at  the  reduced  rates  established  from  July  1, 
1875,  amounted  to  $119,617.G8,  aad  the  cost  of  the  fea  con- 
veyance thereof  was  $46,436.79. 

The  United  States  postages  on  mails  exchanged  with 
Japan  and  China,  by  means  of  the  subsidizeil  lin^  pf  direct 
mail-steamers,  amounted  to  $18,679.36. 

The  total  cost  of  the  United  States  ocean  mail-steamship   Total  «»t  of 
service  for  the  year  1876  (including  $537,500  paid  fromS?.*""        ^'^' 
s]>ecial  appropriation  for  steamship-service  to  Japan  and 
China,  and  to  Brazil)  was  $755,279.88,  being  a  reduction  of 
$231,356.78  from  the  cost  of  the  same  service  for  the  year 
1875. 

The  contract  with  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,  Expiration  .o  r 
authorized  by  acts  of  Congress  aj^provcd  February  17, 1805,  pSni  jSl"^  ^^ 
and  X^ebruar^^  18,  1867,  for  the  conveyance  of  a  monthly 
mail  from  San  Francisco  to  Japan  and  China,  will  expire  by 
limitation  on  the  31st  of  December,  1876,  and,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  special  legislation  by  Congress  authorizing  a  .con- 
tinuance of  Xhe  mail-service  on  this  important  xo.ute  .at  a 
higher  rate  of  compensation,  the  provisions  of  the  general 
law^  lijxuting  the  cpmj)ensatig;i  jto  Jbe  allowed  for  the  trans- 
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poi-tation  of  the  niails  by  aoa  to  Uie  nmnttnt  of  pos 
the  mails  conveyed,  wUl  becoine  npplicuble  to  any 
sbip  serrico  wliicb  maybe  perforuieil  on  tliis  roateoaj 
lifter  January  I,  1877. 

It  is  but  just  to  aay  tliat  tbo  controotom  for  tbis  wrnof. 
notivitbatauding  serious  embarrassinciits  and  <litB<»ilti(& 
bave  transported  the  mails  throagliout  tlip  coDtrsct-temi  tt 
ten  yearn  with  nninterrapted  regularity,  ami  in  a  muue 
entirely  satisfactory  to  tbo  Department.  The  KteaauiKiiH 
employed  in  tbe  service  were  built  in  the  United  StatM,flBd 
are  first-class  in  all  respects.  They  constiinU),  at  premt, 
the  ouly  American  ocean-steamship  line,  exp«pt  tbttt  m« 
perforniiug  weekly  trips  between  Philadelfibia  and  lira- 
pool;  all  other  transatlantic  and  PaciSc  Eonil-scrvii'c  bciif 
performed  by  steamships  sailing  nndcr  tbe  flags  nf  bUir 
nations. 

Tlie  additional  monthly  mail  scrrice  to  Japan  and  Cbttu 
by  the  Occidental  and  Oriental  line  of  »t(«murs,  (an  Kngli* 
line,)  for  the  compensation  of  the  sea-postagea,  referred  to  ii 
tbe  last  annual  report,  was  abandoned  by  the^  ovrncnotmi 
Uno,  ttIio  refused  totniusport  tbo  mails  on  iheso  (erms.  Tit 
Department  has  also  beeu  unable  to  secnro  any  rc-gnlar  dtnrt 
mail  commnnicntiou  with  Brazil  for  tlie  conijH>DSation  of  the 
eea-postage«. 
^  The  General  Postal  Union  treaty  ooncladed  at  Bfn»?.OeU- 
ber9, 1874,  has  been  in  operation  since  Jnly  J.  I-"" 
the  most  satisfactory  results.  Onrpeople  have  vn' 
advantages  of  tbe  cheap  and  uniform  i>08tage-ni  i . 
hare  beeu  eatAbllahed  to  nil  partnof  the  civilized  w<  iM.  ... 
tbo  Post-Office  Department  has  also  been  flnnncially  kr- 
lited  by  the  greater  simplicity  of  postal  operatidnA  nui''. 
its  provisions,  as  well  as  by  the  enlirc  nnpprca^ioa  of  i««t 
age  accounts  on  the  Postal  Union  corR^pondeacp-  TIietaRt 
tory  of  the  Union  has  been  greatly  enlarged  by  tlio  aeccMieB, 
from  tbe  1st  of  July,  1876,  of  BriliiOi  India,  (oonpcMBf 
Hiudostan,  British  Burmah,  and  Aden,)  and  tbe  Fnstft 
colonies  in  America,  Africa,  Asia,  and  Occanica,  nudettt 
arrangement  fixing  the  conditions  of  tbeir  adbaaloQ  to  tk 
stipulations  of  tbe  treaty,  signed  at  Borne,  tbe  2Tth  Jaamaj, 
1870,  by  delegates  of  the  several  postal  admini 
interested  in  their  admission,  n  copy  of  which  is  ap| 
British  India  and  tbe  French  colonies  baring  baen 
subject  to  an  additional  charge  of  2.T  fronc*  per  kiloi 
letters,  aud  i  franc  ]>er  kilogram  of  printed  matter 
samples,  to  cover  the  esiieuses  of  sea-transportntiun  bej 
tlio  Jiults  of  Xbe  J'oilaX  Vtma  Ai  wigiiwU^ 
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Berne  treaty,  it  was  necessary  to  fix  the  rates  of  postage  to 
British  India  and  the  French  colonies  at  double  the  ordinary 
Postal-Union  rates. 

Montenegro,  Gibraltar,  (as  subordinate  to  the  postal  ad- 
ministration of  Oreat  Britain,)  and  the  islands  of  Gozzo, 
Comino,  and  Oominotto,  as  dependencies  of  Malta,  have  also    * 
been  embraced  in  the  Postal  Union  on  the  terms  of  the  orig- 
inal treaty. 

Propositions  have  been  formally  submitted  by  the  inter- 
national bureau  at  Berne  to  the  vote  of  the  postal  adminis- 
trations of  the  union,  for  the  admission  into  the  union,  firom 
the  1st  of  April  next,  of  all  the  Spanish  and  Dutch  colonies, 
and  certain  of  the  British  colonies,  as  follows : 

let.  To  admit  into  the  General  PMtal  Union,  ftom  April  1, 1877,  npon 
the  same  oonditiona  as  the  French  colonies  and  British  India,  that  ia  to 
say,  npon  the  conditions  of  the  arrangement  si^ed  at  Berne,  ^th  Jan- 
nary,  1876,  all  of  the  Spanish  colonies  and  the  Dntch  colonies,  as  well 
as  the  British  colonies  of  Ceylon,  the  estahlishments  of  Detroit,  (Straits 
Settlements,)  Labnan,  Trinidad,  and  British  Oaiaoa. 

!8d.  To  admit  also  into  the  nnion,  firam  April  1, 1877,  and  npon  the  same 
conditions  as  the  above-mentioned  ooloniee  nnder  No.  1  above,  the  Brit- 
ish colonies  of  the  Bermuda  Islands  and  Jamaica,  but  with  the  roserra- 
tion,  specially  concerning  the  postal  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  these  two  colonies,  that  the  maritime  rate  of  francs  6.&0  per  kilo- 
gram of  letters  shall  replace  that  of  95  francs,  ^»pIioable  to  the  relations 
of  all  the  other  onion  ooontriflB  with  the  Bennnda  Islands  and  Jamaica. 

This  Department  bos  given  its  assent  to  the  admission 
of  all  these  colonies  into  the  Postal  Union  at  the  date  named, 
on  condition  that  the  reservation  made  to  the  admission  of 
the  Bermudas  and  Jamaica,  in  No.  2  above,  be  also  applied 
to  Cuba,  Porto  Bioo,  Oura^oa,  and  other  Spanish  and  Dutch 
colonies  in  the  West  Indies. 

Applications  have  also  been  made  for  the  admission  into 
the  Postal  Union  of  the  empire  of  Brazil,  Canada,  Newfound- 
land, the  Sandwich  Islands,  Japan,  and  the  British  colony 
of  Hong-Eong,  but  no  agreement  has  been  reached  in  regard 
to  the  conditions  of  their  admission. 

Many  questions  relating  to  the  proper  construction  to  be   icodsfleationi  of 
given  to.provisions  of  the  treaty,  and  detailed  regulations, ^^^'^pX^ 
have  been  submitted  through  the  international  office  atl^SiS^bnr^il!'' 
Berne  for  the  opinions  of  the  respective  postal  administra- 
tions, and  modifications  of  the  provisions  thereof  have  been 
proposed  through  the  international  office,  but  in  the  minority 
of  cases  they  have  failed  to  receive  a  uniform  interpretation 
or  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  postal  administrations  required 
for  their  adoption,  and  their  consideration  has  therefore  been 
postponed  to  the  next  postal  congress,  which  has  been  ad- 
journed to  meet  at  Paris  in  the  spring  of  1878.    The  only 
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proiiositions  tor  clmngcs  subn]itti^<1  llirongli  lliu  lutrn 
tioiial  office  wliicli  Uavo  obtaiucit  tbo  nuaufmoas  ."ullifxi 
of  nil  the  Postnl  Union  nilmtuiiitratioDs  were  as  fullowo : 

Article  XVIII  of  tlio  Regulations  for  the  cxecnttDa^ 
the  Berne  treaty,  ivlatitif;  to  etatisties  of  tmuait,  lias  ) 
luodiHed  iu  certain  of  its  gtipalntioDabymlopting  »  jiropt 
Kou  of  the  postal  ndmiaistration  of  Gcrmiui^,  formtijal 
n«  follows : 

Ixt.  TIio  statistics  froin  tbo  1st  to  Till  Angiist.  IS^i,  »\aU  kt 
liantH  for  tlio  licoonDta  from  Isl  Julf  to  31hC  December,  tSt!L 

2J.  TIicanuoalsUMsticsfiiMjfoT^bojHt  DeeoralMrsbikU  twtbo^ 
in  187:.. 

:U.  Tba  sabswiuent  BUtemoitts  Hlmll  bu  tiikun  from   Ibo  )«t  toTl 
June,  lf!G,  and  from  tbe  1st  to  7tli  Decombcr,  197(i, 

Tbu  r«isnlt8  of  tticse  statements  shall  be  valid  rrom  tlip  latorjoi 

An  ndditional  proTteion,  formnlaletl  cs  folloirs,  lioa  i 
been  adopted  by  a  nnamraons  Fot«  of  the  Ppstal  fjuloii  ;i 
minis  tratioDs: 

The  teniterial  transit  eipenaes  witbiu  tlip  district  of  tbo  ntiloa,fl 
Ibn  malU  deatioeil  for  or  oomSng  ttom  Goautri<»  biijroiid  tbo  tm,  toti ' 
to  tbo  nnioii,  shsJl  be  calcalated  occordlii;;  to  tlio  ■ttuteui'^iil  of  trMj 
Eerving  to  establiab  tbn  maritime  tTaoeitexiHin^ics  cf  aiicb  uiall*. 

o-  A  poat.ll  convontipo  lias  been  coucluded  vrith  tbo  coloi 
of  Qneensland,  Australia,  establishing  an  esohauce  of  c 
rospondenco  with  that  colouy  by  mcauM  of  the  coluuiol  c 
tract  mail-packeta,  plyiog  botwccu  San  l^ruucisco  And  t 
colouies.  This  couveution,  a  copy  of  which  in  appiaiflf 
was  carried  into  operation  the  Ist  of  January,  1S70. 

"-     Au  additional  postal  agreement  \rith  the  empire  of  Japi 
modifying  tbe  proviaioiis  of  the  postal  conrontion  with  I 
country,  and  reducing  postage-rates  to  the  baeiii  estobliabt 
with  the  I'ostalUnion  countries,  was  couclndcdon  tbo9lbfl| 
February,  and  carried  into  ojieratiou  oa  the  Jn  of  Aj" 
ISTO.    A  copy  is  appended. 

";     A  postal  convention  has  been  coucludetl  with  tbo  Bdtii 
colony  of  IJermuda  on  the  bosia  of  Postal  {Jnion  rates, 
convention,  a  copy  of  which  is  Annexed,  was  .carried  iaU 
operation  on  the  ist  of  October,  187C, 

"-    An  additional  agreement  has  been  eouoluded  with  S» 

'  fonudland,  rcdacJiig  the  single  prepaid  lctt«r-mto  of  ] 
age  between  the  United  iStutca  and  that  .colouy  to  S  c 
a  copy  of  which  is  appended. 

^-     J^egotmtions  are  also  pending  for  po&tol  oooveutioDt « 

'  .Peru,  Victoria,  and  Chill.    That  with  Uhill  lias  Iwm  t 
nlly  I'secated  with  tbe  Chilian  minister,  at  WasIiiD^oi 
and  sent  to  Santiago  for  ratiUcation  by  the  Chilinu  gow 
nicDt    It  will  bti.ciuTied  into  oporationpn  thi;  J4t4 
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uary  next,  should  tlio  notice  of  its  ratification  be  received 
prcvioas  to  tbat  date. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

The  report  of  the  appointment-ofiice  shows  the  following :   Number  of  poat- 

officci. 

Number  of  poet-offiees  ostAblished  dHiing  the  year 1, 993 

Number  diaoontinued 1,157 

Inorease 636 

Number  m  operation  Jane 30, 1875 35,547 

Number  in  operation  Jane  30, 1876 36,383 

Number  fiUed  by  appointments  of  the  President 1,568 

Number  fiUed  by  appointments  of  the  Postmaster-Qoneral 34, 815 

Appointments  were  made  daring  the  year —  to^en'  ^'  '^^ 

On  resignations  and  commissions  expired 5,140 

On  removals 1,045 

On  changes  of  names  and  sites 251 

On  deaths  of  postmasters 333 

On  establishment  of  new  offices.. 1,993 

Total  appointments • 8,762 

Number  of  cases  acted  on  during  the  year ..—. • 10,114    Caaei  seted  oa. 

The  number  and    aggregate  compensation  of  special   8p«»c1bi,  roato. 
agents,  route-agents,  mail-route  messengers,  radway-post- 
office  clerks,  and  local  agents  in  service  during  the  year 
ended  June  30, 1876,  wore — 

*43  special  agents $142,061  92 

1,042  railway-post-office  clerks 1,278,340  00 

1,017 route-agents 975,280  00 

219  mail-route  messengers 145,610  00 

137  local  agents 104,910  00 

2,458  Total 2,646,201  92 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  omployiSs  in  the   Kamb«r  of  om. 
Post-Office  Department ;  also  the  number  of  postmasters,  Bad'a««&™&  pott- 
contractors,  clerks  in  post-offices,  route-agents,  railway-    *^^  ** 
post-office  clerks,  and  other  officers  in  service  June  30, 1875, 
and  June  30, 1876,  respectively : 

Departmental  officers  and  employes: 

187S.  1876. 

Postmaster-General 1  i 

Assistant  Postmaster-General 3  3 

Superintendent  of  foreign  mails 1  1 

Saperintendent  of  money-order  system 1  1 

Chief  clerk  to  the  Postmastier-General 1  1 

Chief  of  division  of  dead-letters 1  i 

Chief  of  division  of  depredation 1  i 

Chief  of  division  of  postago-stamps,  stamped  envel- 
opes, and  postal  cards 1  1 

Topographer  for  I>epartment ^ 1  i 

*  Other  special  agents  charged  to  separate  appropriations. 
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CbierdurkBuf  Uiiroana 

Diaburaiuf;  uflicur  niiil  ■iiporiutcmlont  of  tioIlillBg-  - 

Siouogrnpbvr 

Clerks,  mwHonj^rs,  watcliineu,  in 

OUior  oOicun  and  ae*"'<'  ■ 

pMlouiBlcra 3&,S*?      X,^ 

CODtraolOTB fi.a80 

Clerlu  in  post-offices 4,487 

L«(t«r-carri«M 8,1116 

Roato-ngents tWI 

Blul  way-pott -office  otorka ,,..       901 

Mail-it 

LacAl  ageots  — 

^ecUl  ngenls .. 

Total  iu  scn-ico &1,177      Sft,^ 

Uo  additions  to  the  rnimlwr  of  froc-delii-ei;)*  offlcea  wfl 
made  during  tlie  year.  The  service  was,  however,  imprDTf 
in  eeveral  of  the  cities  by  establUhing  branch  offlcM  i 
extending  the  carriers'  delivery.  Two  branch  offloos  i 
eatiiblislied  in  Clevelaud  iu  pLice  of  two  soiaII  offloos,  o 
in  Brooklyn,  and  two  iu  Philadelphia. 

A  centennial  branch  of  the  Philadelphiu  poAt-oflice,  fi 
up  in  oxoeltent  atjie  and  complete  in  all  its  appolDtmoi 
was  located  in  the  Qovernment  building  in  the  exhibitj 
groands  for  the  accommodation  of  the  foreign  and  dom 
officials  and  exhibitors  and  the  large  nambers  of  pcrBotu  in 
daily  attendance  on  the  exhibition.  It  was  e<iaipp©d  iritt 
all  the  requisites  and  conveniences  of  a  llrst-class  post-oOkt^ 
with  letter-boxes  for  the  reception  of  inait-niattcr  located  ll 
all  the  principal  points  in  the  exhibition  builiUngs  ud 
gronnds,  and,  with  its  corps  of  ten  letter-carriers,  sappUed 
every  practicable  facility  to  the  oflJcials,  exhibitors,  lad 
visitors  for  the  frcqaeht  and  prompt  collection,  (rKUstniit' 
sion.aDd  delivery  of  their  correspoudvucc.  As  Ihobtudtil 
of  tbis  branch  office  was  chiefly  transacted  in  tlie  oni 
llscal  year,  a  detailed  statement  of  its  opemtions  Is  r 
for  the  next  annual  report. 

The  general  results  of  the  service  during  the  year  i 
satisfactory'.  The  postage  on  local  matter  oxcaedeil  I 
entire  expense  by  6*1,370.2 

The  increase  in  the  cost  of  the  service  was  bat  5  iMirtM 
while  the  Increase  in  the  postage  on  local  matter  was  C  j 
cent.    The  average  cost  per  piece  of  handling  tbo  niaU 
was  3.1;}  mills.    The  aggregate  resolU  for  the  fiacol  yeir  ' 
ending  June  30,  X8T((,  werv  as  follows : 
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IncTMM  oyer 
preceding  year. 

Number  of  officors 87      AggregaU    w- 

Number  of  letter-carriers 2. 269                          74  ■ulta  of  free^cUv- 

Mail-letters  delivered 180,659,443  10, 575, 975  "'^ '*"' ^' 

Mail  postal  cards  delivered 23, 952, 381               5, 638, 816 

Local  letters  deli  verod 53,773,953               4,934,716 

Local  postal  cards  deli  vered 19, 963, 290              3, 937, 078 

Registered  letters  delivered* 1,069,698      

Newspapers  delivered 60,675,040  12,220,564 

Letters  collected 200,280,079  12,329,438 

Postal  cards  collected 33,950,503              5,747,035 

Newspapers  collected 28,453,086              1,122,679 

Whole  Dumber  of  pieces  handled 631, 777, 473  57, 575, 999 

Pieces  handled  per  carrier 278,438                   16,843 

ToUl  cost  of  service $1,981,186.51  {    ^^W^^nt 

Average  cost  per  piece  ill  mills  i 3.13      

Average  cost  per  carrier  t $871.  Od      

Amount  of  postage  on  local  matter . . , .  $2, 065, 561. 73  |     o^6^perwnt 

Excess  of  postage  on  local  matter  over 
the  total  cost  of  service tB4,375.22      

In  consequeace  of  the  reduction  made  by  (Congress  at  its  saUHeioftottei^ 
last  session  in  the  appropriations  for  the  free-delivery  ser-     ^^ 
vice,  I  was  compelled  to  farther  rednce  the  salaries  paid  to 
the  bard-worked  and  faithful  letter-carriers  in  cities  where 
the  free-delivery  systein  has  been  established. 

A  tabnlar  statement,  marked  A,  exhibiting  in  detail  the 
operations  of  the  free-delivery  service  for  the  past  fiscal 
year,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

POSTAL  MONET-OBDEIt  SYSTEM. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1875,  the   Namberof  noa- 
number  of  domestic  money-order  offices  was  3,401.    The*^^  *'**  **** 
number  of  new  offices  established  during  the  following  year 
was  305,  and  the  number  discontinued  was  0,  making  a  total 
of  3,697  offices  in  operation  June  30, 1876. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  4,998,600  domestic  money-  _i«m««  »<!  j^y- 
oi-ders  were  issued,  whose  aggregate  value  was  $  77,035,972. 78. 
The  number  of  such  orders  paid  was  4,947,685,  amounting  in 
value  to  $76,632,571.45.  To  the  total  amount  of  orders  paid 
is  to  be  added  $473,767.40,  the  amount  of  orders  repaid  to 
remitters,  making  the  total  payments  $77,106,338.85,  and 
the  excess  of  the  payments  over  the  issues  $70,366.07. 

The  total  amount  of  fees  received  by  postmasters  for 
the  issue  of  domestic  money-orders  was  $645,699.40. 

The  foregoing  statement  of  the  year's  transactions,  when 

*  Kot  reported  last  year. 

t  Baaed  on  tlio  aggregate  ($1,97G,48G.S5)  p&id  oarriom,  iDolttdlng  ioci- 
dontal  expeoBCS  at  the.aeyeral  offices. 
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compared  with  that  of  the  precedipg  year,  shows  a  docre...  - 
of  $305,277.80,  or  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  in  the  :«aionL: 
of  orders  issued;  a. decrease  of  $232,782.30, or  three- tenths 
of  one  per  cent,  in  the  amount  of  orders  paid,  and  a  i/c:.: 
of  $152,687.96,  or  31  per  cent,  in  the  amount  of  foes  it- 
ceived. 

The  past  fiscal  year  is  the  first,  since  the  establishment  o: 
the  money-order  system,  in  which  there  has  been  a  de- 
crease in  the  number  or  amount  of  domestic  monej-orders 
issued  or  paid.  This  decrease  is  believed  to  have  bci :. 
caused,  for  the  most  part,  by  the  continuance  of  the  finaii 
cial  depression  which  affected  unfavorably  to  so  great  a:i 
extent  the  use  of  the  money-order  system,  in  the  directioa 
of  its  employment  for  business  purposes,  during  the  preced- 
ing year. 

The  average  amount  for  which  domestic  moaey-orders 
were  issued  during  the  year  was  $15.41,  being  G  cents  Ie.v< 
than  the  average  of  the  previous  year. 

Dapikato  orders.     The  total  number  of  duplicate  money^orders  issued  wa.< 
17,451,  of  which  37  were  afterward  canceled,  leaving  17,414 
as  the  number  actually  used,  being  a  decrease  of  3,276,  or  h} 
per  cent,  during  the  year.    Of  this  number  17,114  wert- 
issued  in  lieu  of  money-orders  lost  in  the  mails,  or  irhicL, 
by  reason  of  imperfect  address  or  from  some  unknown  caos«*, 
had  failed  to  reach  the  payee  in  due  time;  181  were  issued 
in  lieu  of  money-orders  alleged  to  have  been  lost  by  the 
remitters  or  payees ;  13  were  issued  to  the  remitters  in  ben 
of  money-orders,  paynaent  of  which  had  been  prohibited,  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  section  3929  of  the  Bevised 
Statutes  of  the  United  States,  because  drawn  in  favor  of 
the  proprietors  or  agents  of  fi^udnlent  lotteries,  gift^nter 
prises,  or  other  ^'schemes  or  devices  for  obtaining  money 
through  the  mails  by  means  of  false  or  fraudulent  pretenses, 
representations,  or  promises;"  69  were  in  lieu  of  orders 
which  had  become  invalid  because  not  presented  for  pay> 
mcnt  within  one  year  after  the  date  of  theit  issue;  7  were 
in  lieu  of  ordexs  invalidated  by  reason  of  their  having  re- 
ceived more  than  one  indorsement,  and  30  io  lieu  of  orders 
burned  in  the  mails. 
R«ceiptB  and  ex.    Thc  Auditor  has  reported  the  following  statement,  show- 

p^Qditurci.        ^^^  ^^^  revenue  which  acomed  on  domestic  money-order 

transactions  for  the  fiscal  year  en^ed  Jane  30, 1876 : 

Fees  received  on  domeetio  money-ordeis  iasaod 9SI5,G99  4o 

PremiamSi  ^.i  received 1,32S  !«' 

Total 647,081  oJ 
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CommiBfiioDB  and  dork-biro $420,487  42 

iDoidental  expenses 30,800  09 

Lost  remittances 4,960  64 

Bad  debts 2  53 

Kot  reyonue 190,770  84 

647,021  52 

This  amoaab  of  reveuae  is  $70,628.75  greater  than  that 
of  the  previous  year,  being  a  gaia  of  nearly  59  per  cent. 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3, 
1875,  the  increased  schedule  of  fees  for  the  issue  of  domes- 
tic money-orders  went  into  effect  on  the  first  day  of  the 
following  July.  By  this  act,  the  fee  on  each  order  not  ex- 
ceeding 810,  and  on  each  order  over  815  and  not  exceeding 
$20,  was  made  5  cents  greater  than  the  fee  previously  charged 
for  the  issue  of  orders  of  the  same  class.  When  the  passage 
of  this  act  was  recommended,  it  was  believed  that  the  pro- 
posed increase  would  yield  a  gross  annual  revenue  equal  to 
the  ^entire  amount  of  exx>enditures  of  all  kinds  incurred  on 
account  of  the  money-order  system,  including  the  eost  of 
Department  clerical  labor,  printing  blanks  and  stationery, 
now,  as  heretofore,  paid  out  of  the  general  appropriations. 
The  result  of  the  first  year's  experience  under  the  operation 
of  the  act  above  referred  to  has  been  an  increase  of 
8152,687.96,  or  31  per  cent.,  in  the  amount  of  fees  received 
for  i;he  issue  of  domestic  money-orders,  notwithstanding  the 
falling  off  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  in  the  amount  of  the 
orders;  yet  that  the  purchase  of  money-orders  for  small 
amounts  has  not  been,  to  any  appreciable  extent,  un&vora- 
bly  affected  by  the  increase  of  the  fee  is  shown  by  the  trivial 
decrease  of  6  cents  in  the  average  amount  for  which  money- 
orders  were  issued  daring  the  year.  The  items  of  expense 
paid  out  of  general  appropriations  were,  the  salaries  of  the 
Superintendent's  Oi&ce,  834,776.57 ;  the  salaries  in  the  Au- 
ditor's Office,  894,500;  books,  blanks,  and  printing,  fur- 
nished by  the  Congressional  Printer,  for  the  money-order 
system,  854,169.36 ;  and  blanks,  books,  and  stationery,  not 
included  in  the  last  item,  estimated  at  85j000,  being  a  total 
of  8188,445.93,  or  $2,324.91  less  than  the  amount  of  the  net 
revenue  reported  by  the  Auditor  as  having  accrued  from 
the  transaction  of  the  domestic  money-order  business  at 
post-offices  throughout  the  country.  To  this  surplus  of  net 
revenue  from  the  domestic  money-order  business  of  82,324.91 
should  be  added  an  amount  of  not  less  than  810,000,  being 
the  estimated  net  proceeds  of  the  money-order  business 
with  foreign  countries  during  the  last  year,  not  yet  ascer- 
tained by  the  Auditor. 
48  Ab 
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GertsiD  of  tlie  larger  officer  are  detiignatcd  as  "toouojr- 
order  offlcea  of  tlie  first  class,"  or  depositortea  for  sarplu 
mouej-order  fondSj  which  accumulate  from  time  to  lime  at 
ofllcea  which  issue  money-orders  to  a  greater  amount  tba&. 
tliey  pay.     Postmnsters  who  are  iinablo  to  procure  drafts 
natioual  banks,  by  meaus  of  which  to  remit  tlieir  surpli 
fuuds  to  some  deei^ated  office  of  the  first  olues  for  de[>osJ1 
are  instructed  to  forward  sncli  fanda  tbroagh  the  mail  in 
istered  letters.    The  sum  of  $54,285,551.15  of  surplus  tarn 
was  de))OBited  with  the  postmastfira  of  offices  of  tbo  fli 
class  during  the  year.    Kearly  the  whole  of  tbia  atnoui 
was  trausmittetl  through  the  mails.    Sixty-niae  cases  of 
mittaQces  of  surplus  fnnds  reported  as  lost,  amoonliDg 
912,704.61,  wore  under  investigatiou  during  the  same  peril 
Porty-one  of  these,  amounting  to  $7,875.01,  were  rei 
as  pending  at  the  close  of  the  previoDS  Qscal  year ;  foi 
amounting  to  $306,  occurred  daring  that  year,  but  wore 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Department  nntil 
the  publication  of  the  last  annual  report;  and  twenty-fooTi' 
amouBtiog  to  $4,523,  occurred  within  the  y«ar.    lu  35.13 
of  tbose  cases  the  amount,  $4,960.64,  was  allowed  to  tb« 
postmasters  by  whom  the  remittances  wore  made,  as  the 
losses  were  found  to  have  occurred  without  their  foult;  b|, 
10.57  cases  the  amount,  $2,780.07,  was  recovered  by  spe» 
agents ;  and  24  ca£es,  amounting  to  $4,963,  were  upsettJed 
tbo  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

The  amount  of  money.orders  paid  by  certain  offices 
either  coutiiiuously  or  occasionally,  greater  than  tbc  am< 
of  the  orders  iasued  by  them.    To  enable  such  oiBcea, 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  to  pay  without  delay  tlie  ordei 
draws  upon  them,  credits  with  the  postmaste-r  at  Xcw  Vorl 
to  a  definite  amount  in  each  case,  are  allowed,  and  a  limitt 
supply  of  blank  drafts  aro  furnished,  to  bo  drawn  agaii 
such  credits  as  the  e3:igencies  of  their  business  may 
mand.    Tbo  postmaster  at  Xew  York  has  paid  drafts  of  tl 
class   amountilSg  to  $0,803,014.07  during  the  year.     Pi 
masters  in  the  States  of  the  Pacific  const  have  been 
nisbed  with  funds  to  the  amount  of  $66,337  by  tbu 
moAter  at  San  Fruoeiaeo,  (Jul.,  and  to  tbc  amount  of  $40,1 
by  tlio  postmaster  at  Portland,  Oreg.,  to  meat  similar  e] 
geucies  of  the  service  in  those  States, 
p*     Out  of  tbo  total  number  of  domestic  money-orders 
during  the  ycur,  tho  payment  of  forty-two,  amoutitliic 
$1,083.07,  was  alleged  to  have  been  maile  to  iiersdbs  fraadj 
]ently  representing  themselves  to  bo  the  payce$,  or  thi 
ifldorMOS  or  a£cnt5,  and  wbo  obtjijued  fiymeot  prfi 
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the  Bignaturea  of  sach  payees  or  indorsees,  or  by  other  im- 
proper or  unlawfal  means,  beinii^  at  the  rate  of  one  reported 
erroneous  payment  in  117,802.  Seventy-seven  claims  for  rc- 
imbarsement,  growing  oat  of  such  alleged  erroneous  pay- 
ment|  amounting  to  $2,122.20,  were  under  investigation 
during  the  year,  twenty  of  which,  amounting  to  $654.24, 
were  reported  as  pending  at  the  dose  of  the  previous  year; 
seven,  amounting  to  $164.78,  occurred  before  June  30, 1875, 
but  were  inadvertently  omitted  from  the  last  annual  report; 
eighty  amounting  to  $219.21,  occurred  previously  to  that 
time,  but  £Euled  to  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  De- 
partment until  after  the  publication  of  the  last  report;  and 
forlgr-two,  amounting  to  $1,083.97,  as  hereinbefore  stated, 
occurred  during  the  year.  In  four  of  these  cases  the 
amount,  $75.45,  was  ascertained  to  haye  been  paid  to  the 
rightful  owner;  in  one  the  amount,  $35.06,  was  charged 
against  the  remitter;  in  five  the  amount,  $108.71,  was 
charged  against  the  payees;  in  fifteen  cases,  amounting  to 
$269.10,  the  money  was  refunded  by  the  paying  postmasters 
through  whose  negligence  the  losses  occurred;  in  ten  the 
loss,  amounting  to  $415.44,  was  assumed  by  the  Depart- 
ment; in  ten  the  amount,  $225.78,  was  recovered  by  special 
^ents  from  the  persons  by  whom  the  forgeries  had  been 
committed ;  and  thirtjy-two  cases,  amounting  to  $992.66,  are 
still  unsettled* 

The  number  of  offices  authorized  to  issue  money-orders  ^^efauge  of 
payable  in  Switzerland,  and  to  pay  orders  drawn  in  that  den  wiSTfmSn 
eonntiy,  was  174  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1875.    Within  ^"^ 
the  last  fiscal  year  6  offices  have  been  added  to  the  list  and 
1  discontinued,  leaving  179  in  operation  at  its  close.    The 
number  of  Swiss  money-orders  iissued  in  the  United  States 
was  3,457,  amounting  to  $83,256.62,  and  the  number  paid 
was  1,493,  amounting  to  $38,394.29.    This  amount  of  busi- 
ness, compared  with  that  of  the  previous  year,  exhibits  an 
increase  of  $14,708.57,  or  21.46  per  cent.,  in  the  issues,  and 
$9,258.51,  or  31.78  per  cent,  in  the  payments.    The  fees  re- 
ceived amounted  to  $2,347.25. 

The  number  of  offices  authorized  to  issue  money-orders 
payable  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  to  pay  orders  drawn  in  that  country,  was  993  on  June  30, 
1875.  During  the  year  25  offices  were  added  to  the  list  and 
6  discontinued,  leaving  1,013  in  operation  at  its  close.  These 
offices  issued  59,083  British  money-orders,  amounting  to 
$1,018,355.15,  and  paid  20,586,  amounting  to  $372,288.63. 
In  comparison  with  the  business  of  the  preceding  year,  these 
transactions  show  a  decrease  of  $131,027,  or  11.40  per  c^nUj 
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in  Uio  issues,  atid  au  iiici'ease  of  $47,715^,  or  1 4.71 
cent.,  ID  the  paymenta.  Tbo  fees  received  amoutileil 
931,250.10. 

Tbe  number  of  offices  authorized  to  isene  monoy-oi 
payable  iu  the  German  Empire,  and  to  pay  orrfors  drawn  in 
that  country,  was,  on  the  30th  of  Jnne,  ISlti,  C04,  Porinc 
th_e  year  30  have  been  added  to  the  list  aiul  3  dLscolltlaDe(^lf 
Icaviug  G31  in  operation  at  its  close.  The  n'hole  numbMi 
of  Gorman  money-orders  iusned  was  38,174,  atnonating  M 
$780,000.52,  and  the  nnmber  paid  was  2.^,873,  nmoontin^  ■ 
$729,C72.G(i,  showing,  in  comimrisou  with  the  tnuuoctloM 
of  the  previons  year,  a  gain  of  $33,415.08,  or  4.4S  per  ceod 
in  the  is.sm?s,  and  8108,915.90,  or  17.54  per  cent,  in  tllC  pajl 
mcniu.    The  feea  recefved  amoanted  to  $21,448.10.  1 

On  August  2, 187t>,  the  exchange  of  moncy-oriliT^  betveflfl 
the  United  States  and  the  Dominion  of  Canada  waa  eood 
joencocl  under  the  provisions  of  the  postal  conveolioa  m 
June  S,  1875,  referred  to  in  tlie  last  annoal  report.  Duriin 
the  year  310  otDces  were  nuthorieed  to  iRsue  moncy-orden 
for  payment  iu  the  Dominion,  and  to  pay  orders  dramt  la 
that  oonntry.  In  the  eleven  months  in  which  the  bnsiaeafl 
waa  in  operation  8,(i95  Canadian  money-orders,  amontitioa 
to  8180,095.74,  wero  issned,  and  11,783,  amouDtlnir  W 
£232,625.57,  wero  paid.  The  fees  received  amounted  cl 
$4,284.85.  Au  arrangement  was  also  made  duriog  the  yHm 
]jy  which  money-orderit  are  iftsued  through  the  riiiliiilhJ 
post-office  dopartmeut  payable  in  the  pronnce  of  So^ 
Hcotja,  aud  by  the  same  means  orUors  It-suod  in  that  PTPM 
ince  are  paid  in  the  United  States.  M 

Ofn«TBifiD>stui  The  gross  number  of  domestic  and  intematioDal  uiowijl 
orders  issued  during  the  year  was  5,108,009,  amounUag  M 
Ci9,104,C'10,81,  and  the  gross  namber  paid  was  ^/OlCtj^fl 
nmoimtiDg  to  678,005,552.60.  ■ 

The  Auditor  is  nnable  at  present  to  funiish  au  cxaet  statd 
ment  of  the  revenue  of  the  last  tiscal  year  from  Ui«  oxchaDH 
of  mooey-orderti  with  the  foreign  couutiios  with  vhkfl 
money-order  conventions  are  tn  force,  ns  a  final  at^ns^i^^d 
of  the  sccoQuts  of  the  last  quarter  of  that  year,  to  be  omfl 
by  him  and  the  proper  acconnting  officers  of  those  cobJ 
tries,  has  not  been  reached.  The  revenue  of  the  pnivioJ 
year  derived  from  the  Swiss  business  mis  stated  in  tho  lam 
aiumul  ix!i)ort,  vin,  $079.11;  that  from  thellritish  liiiiiiin.il 
for  that  year  is  rei>ortcd  by  tho  Auditor  at  8S33.50,  and  tram 
the  German  bneincss  at  $7,810.47.  | 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

I  renew  the  recommendation  of  my  predecessor  in  his  last  saiariei  of  pott- 
annual  report  for  a  change  in  the  basis  of  adjusting  the  sala- 
ries of  postmasters  at  foarth-class  offices.  Prior  to  July  l, 
1874,  the  salaries  were  based  mainly  upon  the  amount  of 
stamps  canceled ;  but  since  then,  by  acts  of  June  23, 1874, 
and  July  12, 1876,  commissions  have  been  allowed  on  the 
revenues,  which  are  derived  mostly  from  the  sale  of  stamps. 
That  the  change  was  not  correct  in  principle  must  be  appa- 
rent upon  reflection,  and  that  it  has  not  been  advantageous 
to  the  Department  is  demonstrated  by  experience.  The  old 
plan  was  the  more  equitable  one,  for  the  reason  that  the 
stamps  canceled  in  a  post-office  represent  the  amount  of 
labor  performed  in  handling  matter  for  mailing,  while  the 
sale  of  stamps  is  no  test  of  the  work  required  of  the  post- 
master. Under  that  plan  postmasters  were  required  to 
render  sworn  statements  of  the  amount  of  stamps  canceled 
for  a  fixed  period ;  and  the  sales  of  stamps  shown  in  the 
quarterly  accounts-current  operated  as  a  check  upon  these 
statements,  as,  under  a  legitimate  mode  of  doing  business, 
there  must  ordinarily  be  a  near  coirespondence  between  the 
amount  dt  stamps  sold  and  the  amount  canceled.  Under 
the  present  system,  there  is  nothing  in  a  postmaster's  re- 
turns to  detect  improper  sales.  Stamps  can-  be  furnished 
him  to  the  extent  justified  by  his  bond,  and  all  that  is  re- 
quired of  liim  is  to  account  for  the  proceeds.  He  is  not 
obliged  to  state  under  oath  or  otherwise  in  what  manner  or 
to  whom  he  disposed  of  them.  PracticaDy,  he  has  only  the 
fear  of  removal,  upon  a  chance  discovery,  to  prevent  him 
from  traversing  the  country  seeking  purchasers,  and  offer- 
ing such  liberal  discounts  as  his  own  large  commissions  will 
afford. 

To  show  how  great  the  inducement  is,  it  need  only  be 
mentioned  that  the  sales  at  an  office  must  exceed  $1,200  per 
annum  before  the  commissions  fieill  below  CO  per  cent. 

Were  the  commissions  uniform  throughout,  the  matter 
would  regulate  itself,  one  postmaster's  gain  being  anothei's 
loss;  but  graded  as  they  are  upon  a  scale,  and  stopping  at 
a  fixed  point,  the  Government  is  a  loser  whenever  stamps 
are  sold  by  the  postmaster  of  a  small  office  within  the  de- 
livery of  a  larger  one.  Naturally  the  abuse  is  apt  to  be  in 
this  direction.  Kot  only  do  the  cities  and  large  towns  offer 
greater  facilities  Sot  Hie  sale  or  exchange  of  stamps,  but 
in  such  places  the  chances  of  detection  are  greatly  lessened. 
With  the  mutual  interest  for  concealment  .between  buyer 
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and  seller,  detectiou  is  more  likely  to  be  (lie  exceptwol 
the  rnle. 

Stamps  are  nsed  largely  as  a  medium  of  oxchauge  in  II 
of  currency,  and  many  are  tbo  remittstices  mode  of  tbi 
tbo  large  cities  in  payment  of  small  bills.    Notably  ii 
tlie  case  witli  newspaper  snbscriptioiis  and  orders  for  b 
for  wbicU  purposes  they  arc  very  convenient  antl  are  c 
solicited.    Not  only  do  pnbliahera   in   tliis  way  pre 
stamps  saDlcient  for  their  postages,  but  they  ba're  not  ii 
qaeatly  o^ked  the  Department  to  redeem  a  snrplos. 
masters,  as  a  class,  take  the  lead  in  getting  np  snbscri 
clubs,  and  when  using  stamps  for  payment,  have  tlio  d 
advantage  of  getting  a  commission  from  the  publisher  a 
one  D-om  the  Government. 

In  many  cases  business  men  engaged  in  the  large  dta 
reside  in  coniitry  places  on  the  lines  of  public  travel,  i 
is  only  natural  that,  in  their  desire  to  wrve  a  n^ 
they  should  purchase  their  Btamps  of  Uio  conutry  p 
ter  for  use  in  the  city.    It  is  uot  likely,  however*  tJiat  tJ 
would  carry  out  their  letters  to  be  mailed  at  tti«  coi 
post-otQce. 

Boilroai:],  insnrancc,  and  express  companies  and  i 
large  corporations,  ^rlio  have  many  agents  among  th«e 
try  postmasters,  may  obtain  from  this  source  tha  I 
amounts  of  stamps  required  for  nao  at  their  city  Iih 
tors,  and  tlina  indirectly,  but  systematically,  ooatribated 
their  own  revenues.    And  traveling  commercial  agents  b 
realise  a  handsome  protit  by  purchasing  stampR  at  n  I 
discount  from  country  iwstmasters,  perhapfl  in  excbango  1^ 
goods,  and  reselling  tliem  intbe  cities  at  a  smaller  dlscooi 
I  have  before  me  n  list  of  50  offices,  basdly  8elef>ted,  ij 
which  the  aggregate  compensation  for  the  two  yearn  e 
Jane  30,I87i, under  the  old  law,  wa«  il2,12G,  and  for  tlie  t< 
years  ending  Jnuo  30, 1870,  under  the  now  law,  (G4,0S1. 
or  an  average  of  (242.52  to  each  oflloe  under  the  foi 
and  of  91,281.03  under  the  latter,  and  on  average  Inei 
of  91,03^.51,  or  428  +  ikt  cent    ]!Tearl;  all  of  tb«w  o 
which  are  bat  representatives  of  their  kind,  i 
close  jiroximity  to  some  city,  and,  from  what  I 
been  e^cplained,  the  reasons  for  sncli  a  targe  tu 
bo  readily-  apparent. 

It  has  been  freqnently  fonnd  Uiat  an  ontgoing  | 
ter  has  ueglecte4l  or  refused  to  turn  over  to  bis  | 
the  stamps  remaining  ju  his  hands,  preferring  to  i 
for  them  as  sold,  and  thns  getting  the  commiSHions 
by  law.    By  afterword  aeUlua  tli«  sUuuiw  (o  Ui«  w 
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would  actually  receive  the  emolaments  of  the  office  while 
the  new  postmaster  was  doing  the  work. 

There  is  ample  evidence  in  the  Department  to  establish  the 
prevalence  of  the  abnse  in  eU  the  various  forms  that  have 
been  suggested. 

It  is-  evident  that  if  the  abnse  is  to  be  prevented  or 
checked  to  any  extent,  it  must  be  through  the  supply  of 
stamps ;  but  that  is  a  matter  difficult  to  regulate^  it  being 
impossible  for  the  Department  to  know  the  precise  relative 
wants  of  the  36,000  or  more  communities,  represented  by 
as  many  post-offices,  thronghont  the  United  States.  To 
withhold  supplies  pending  investigations  is  to  incommode 
the  public,  bring  the  Department  into  discredit,  and  in  some 
degree  to  impair  its  revenues.  It  is  at  least  unfortunate 
that  the  present  law  forces  upon  the  Department  a  conserva- 
tive policy  in  the  supply  of  stamps — a  policy  that  is  justi- 
fied by  no  law  of  business.  The  issue  and  sale  of  stamps 
should  be  encouraged  to  the  fullest  possible  extent.  I 
deeply  regret  the  necessity  of  an  existing  general  order  cir- 
cumscribing sales;  and  although  removals  have  followed 
well-anthenticated  violations  of  this  order,  the  evil  seems  to 
be  imareosing  rather  than  diminishing. 

Now  as  to  financial  results :  During  the  two  years  end- 
iug  June  30, 1874 — ^the  period  covered  by  the  last  biennial 
r^-iidjustment  under  the  old  law— it  required  27.6  per  cent, 
of  the  sales  of  stamps  to  the  public  to  pay  the  compensation 
of  postmasters ;  and  for  the  ensuing  two  years,  ending  June 
30, 1876,  under  the  now  law,  it  required  29.43  per  cent  of 
the  sales  to  pay  the  compensation.  This  latter  ratio  would 
have  been  much  larger  had  it  not  been  for  the  change 
which  took  effect  on  the  1st  of  January,  1875,  in  the  mode 
of  collecting  postage  on  second-class  matter.  Prior  to  that 
date  it  was  collected  in  mon^  at  the  offices  of  delivery,  and 
under  the  old  law  postmasters  were  allowed  50  per  cent, 
of  the  amount  in  the  way  of  compensation ;  but  since  then 
it  has  been  prepaid  at  the  mailing-offices  with  special  adhe* 
sive  stamps.  The  offices  of  delivery  are  generally  the 
smaller  or  fourth-class  offices,  and  the  mailing-offices,  at 
places  of  publication,  are  mainly  those  of  the  first,  second, 
and  third  classes,  subject  to  presidential  appointment,  and 
at  which  there  had  previously  been  assigned  annual  salaries, 
nt  a  fixed  amount,  for  the  two  years  commencing  July  1, 
1874.  The  change  thus  deprived  the  smaller  offices  of  the 
oommissions  on  second-class  matter,  without  benefiting  the 
larger  ones,  and  had  the  double  effect  of  decreasing  the 
compensation  of  postmasters  and  of  increasing  the  sales 
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of  Btamps.  To  sliow  what  a  considerable  item  this  i^.  i: 
need  only  be  mentioned  that  the  amount  of  postage  c.: 
lected  on  second-class  matter  daring  the  last  fiscal  year  x:  • 
$1,014,154J27. 

In  farther  support  of  the  argument  advanced,  it  maj  I 
stated  that  for  the  six  months  ending  Decembear  31,  IST-:. 
before  the  chan^  with  referenee  to  second-class  mat: : 
went  into  effect,  it  took  3L13  percent,  ofthe  sales  of  stam.* 
to  pay  the  compensation  oi  postmasters.  This  was  at  ti 
very  commencement  of  the  new  salary  law,  and  before  p>* 
masters  had  £iirly  learned  how  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

In  view  oi  the  f^icts,  I  urgently  recommend  that  the  ec: 
pensation  of  postmasters  of  the  fourth  class  be  baaed  z]* 
the  business  of  their  respecdve  offices,  as  ascertained  f: 
sworn  n^tunis  to  the  Auditor  of  stamps  canceled. 

DuiiQ^  tlie  Ust  £ic^  year  the  loss  and  annoyanee  to :. 
IVpartzirat  occLsiv^z^ed  by  thi?  vicious  system  of  "  str^  > 
luds*  aln:o6t  wh^?Cy  u:.5«pi^.ir^?d.  In  all  eases  of  fx'" 
by  Kddei^  :o  exee^»  c?cs:5C£*  cnder  the  law,  and  by  c': 
tr;3krtors  to  p^Ktcrax  «rr-:.v  izi  arcorvlance  with  their  c  ' 
tn^iccs%  scii*  w«^  jtcctcIt  <crs Traced  on  their  bonds  ;• 
pwss^  tv»  ±zjil  ;rir=sr:ii.  I'^fr  suziber  of  fiulmes  ^: 
te*  thjLTL  m  izy  cci?*r  j^-kt  f^r  a  loc^  pcnod  <rf  tiske  p-^ 


I^  ijcz.  ii  cay  be  stated  tha:  :. 
^  xxiL.«!r  or  amount  than  w  . 
;irL  r  Ax^ir  xz^l-^r  tii  x«:«s:  scrji^n:  Law  that  corl^  . 


Bj  ilje  ^  I  cc  zlie  Ut  TcaiSc*!  ai  iik^  l&ce  session  of  t'» 
4r^«$  r^;  :.rj:^  rit*  sir^r.':^^  /.i  I2i*  ^cO  of  Iiidd^rs  to  ^ 
s^ccr  ^,j^z:^-:'Sv  st^^i.—,;^  li*  k^sic-.o.  x>^^H?e  of  Pt-   • 
x;i%i  :c*:cj^\t»  ^-i^it*  i*:*r^  -:«.-ra :ca^ovfS*  ot  the  real  •.  - 
v*v^.:^  ,».  ::,-.2.  i^i.  .r.'x-sx::^  T*;»LiI:»e6  for  makic;!  ' 
$Cir:rc:*:i>s  I  iu  A^^  u.-aj  ::^i*  r^r-arrsrut  will    be  : 
^^^.'^vvTjC  i^-^s;.  T-,v-;I.C55^  :■  -^:  iii  ti:^  oibcr  prov.- 
vc  i-ii*  .:  V  ^  :.^«i   ^r^»A  i^ti  T'tfCsnisr.-r-ljvaeraU  in  ^.  .  - 
:.I--.r   j^.i-  ?.•  ^i  vr  -:.\  .?-^.r^«rc  ic  t.  <xmzieDce  per* 
ix^:  •:  *^-^  v^   -t.    o. ::  rs.-;  w.a^  ^.17  p^-rsoa*    w^bet:.  : 
\»*»*;:^  ,c  "s, '„^  ^  N-  «    .    ';^«*' r^L  iLie  3»!mc^  at  tlie  I 
r^'^'tr^  *^* :   vr.  r  :  t:    :  i.>  t.iLr::>  rj  breakup  a  |»r:.- 
,*-  ^  i.    :  ^«  •  s.Xi^^  ^  -  v.-*  ■  --ai  ftr  xTx  l3«ea  ac  tbe  il 

.%        ^    -^     *       ^    ».  *  *    "• '^fc.     ■    "^Wf"^*^       *    "^      *    ■■^■^»**«       •  ^«»  • 
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The  cost  of  inland  mail-transportation  by  railroad  was  so  t^^iJ^®'^^ 
materially  changed  by  the  legislation  of  Congress,  at  its  last 
session,  that  I  deem  it  proper  to  call  attention  to  it,  althoagb 
it  does  not  belong  to  a  report  of  the  operations  of  this  De- 
partment during  the  last  fiscal  year. 

By  the  act  of  Jnly  12, 187C,  providing  appropriations  for 
tlie  service  of  the  Post-Office  Department  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  Jane  30, 1877,  a  reduction  of  ten  per  centum,  to  take 
effect  July  1, 1876,  was  reqnired  from  the  pay  of  railroad 
companies  for  carrying  the  mails.  At  that  date  the  cost  of 
sncb  service  (most  of  it  adjusted  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  4>f  March  3, 1873,  a  portion,  however,  only  estimated) 
was  ^0,757,546.  A  ftirther  reduction  of  20  per  centum  was 
also  provided  for  by  the  act  of  July,  187G,  from  the  compen- 
sation of  certain  railroad  companies  whos^  roads  were  built, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  by  the  aid  of  land  grants  authorized 
by  iX>ngressional  legislation. 

At  the  date  of  the  approval  of  said  act  a  number  of  railroad 
companies  were  under  contract,  duly  executed  in  accordance 
with  law,  to  carry  the  mails  during  a  period  not  then  expired, 
at  ja  ^te  of  compensation  which  had  been  fixed  by  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1873.  Some  of  these  com* 
panics  xaised  the  question  as  to  whether  the  reduction 
reQuired  by  the  subsequent  law  could  be  legaUy  made  from 
their  pa^  during  the  period  of  their  contraots,  which  ques- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Assistant  Attomey-Gtoneral  for  the 
Post-Office  Department,  who  decided  that  they  were  not 
affected  by  it  This  question  was,  however,  subsequently 
submitted  to  the  Attorney-General,  whose  opinion  has  not 
yet  t)een  rendered. 

The  act  of  March  3, 1873,  also  fixed  a  separate  compen- 
sation for  the  use  of  post-office  cars  furnished  by  the  com- 
panies over  whose  lines  the  railway-distribution  system  had 
been  or  might  be  established,  and  the  question  was  raised 
as  to  whether  the  10  per  cent,  reduction  subsequently  pro- 
vided for  by  the  act  of  July,  1876,  applied  to  such  compen- 
sation.   It  was  held  that  it  did  not. 

^he  pay  of  railroad  companies  under  4X>ntract  (which, 
nnder  the  opinion  of  the  Assistant  Attomey-Gtoneral  for 
the  SPo8^0ffice  Department,  as  stated  above,  were  not 
affected  by  recent  legislation)  amounted  in  the  aggregate 
to  #2,495,040,  leaving  the  sum  of  il7,261,870,  representing, 
at  that  date,  the  pay  of  the  compfmies  not  under  contract. 
The  10  i>er  xsent  reduction,  amounting  to  $726,187,  applied 
to  them.  A  further  jreduction  of  $280,714  was  made  from 
the  pay  of  ^<  Jand-^nt  jrAilrodd9/^  Ihftt  4h^  Opst  (ff  lbi3 
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of  stamps.  To  sUow  wliat  ft  considerable  ilcin  ttis  U,  it 
iieed  oijy  bo  meationo*!  tUjit  tlio  amonat  of  postage  col- 
lected on  second-class  matter  duriog  tbo  lant  fiscal  yeiu*  Tu 
81,014,154.27. 

lu  fiirtlier  support  of  the  argament  ndvaiicud,  it  m^y  be 
stated  that  for  the  six  months  ending  Docctiibcr  31, 1871, 
before  the  change  with  rel'ereDco  to  ePcond-claAS  mattu 
went  into  oflect,  it  took  31.13  per  cent,  of  the  sales  of  eCamiM 
to  pay  the  compensation  of  postmasters.  This  wiia  at  Uw 
very  commencemeDt  of  the  new  salary  law,  and  before  post- 
mastern  h.'ut  fairly  learned  hon  to  take  odranUigo  of  it. 

In  view  of  the  facts,  I  urgently  recommend  that  the  co&i- 
pensation  of  postmasters  of  the  fourth  class  be  based  npoa 
the  butuness  of  their  respective  oiliccs,  as  asce-rtaincd  tnm 
sworn  i-otnms  to  the  Auditor  of  stamps  cauoeled. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  tho  loss  and  onaoyasce  to  tbr 
Department  occasioned  by  the  rieioas  system  of  *'  strow- 
btds"  almost  wholly  disapixsared.  In  oil  coses  of  fhilare 
l>j  bidders  to  execnto  contracts  aader  the  law,  and  by  coo- 
tractors  to  i>erform  service  iu  accordance  with  their  con- 
tracts, suits  were  promptly  commenced  od  their  bonds  oai 
pressed  to  final  jadgment.  The  number  of  failores  ms 
less  than  ia  any  other  year  for  a  long;  periml  of  time  jxst, 
and  tbe  loss  to  the  X)opa<imeut  restdting  therelrom  (TM 
considerably  decreased.  In  fact,  it  may  be  stated  that  Uw 
foUares  were  no  greater  iu  uamber  or  amuant  than  wod 
natorally  occur  under  the  most  stiiogent  law  that  oopid  1 
enacted. 

By  the  aid  of  the  law  passed  at  the  late  sofisioo  of  I 
gress  requiring  the  sureties  ou  the  bond:^  of  bidders  ton 
sworu  statements,  Gi>ecifyiiig  the  location,  place  of  r 
nud  probable  value,  above  iucumbmncei^  of  tbo  re«l  o 
owned  by  them,  and  imposing  penalties  for  malclDg  I 
statements,  I  am  confident  tbu  Department  viU  Im  1 
protected  against  worthless  bids;  and  the  other  provi^ol 
of  the  law  wlucli  direct  the  Postmastcr-Unucral,  in  case  a 
bidder  fails  to  cuter  into  contract  or  to  commonoc  perfonn- 
auce  of  service,  to  contract  with  any  itenoD,  wbetber  a 
bidder  or  not,  who  will  perform  the  »c4-vico  at  the  lowesl 
price,  amply  fortil^v  him  in  his  clTortH  to  break  up  a  praciicw 
by  which  the  "star  service''  has  so  long  been  ni  the  uiei 
of  combinations  formed  for  corrupt  and  framUdeut  porj 
Tbe  complete  enidicittion  of  the  practice  can  only  bo  (i 
vented  by  bin  fniluro  to  cxerci^  tbe  authority  with  will 
be  Js  clothed. 
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The  cost  of  inland  mail-transportation  by  railroad  was  so  J^J^SS!^^^^ 
materially  changed  by  the  legislation  of  Congress,  at  its  last 
session  9  that  I  deem  it  proper  to  call  attention  to  it,  althoagh 
it  does  not  belong  to  a  report  of  the  operations  of  this  De- 
partment during  the  last  fiscal  year. 

By  the  act  of  Jnly  12, 1876,  pioviding  appropriations  for 
tlie  service  of  the  Post-Office  Department  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  Jane  30, 1877,  a  redootion  of  ten  per  centnm,  to  take 
effect  Jnly  1, 1876,  was  required  from  the  pay  of  railroad 
companies  for  carrying  the  mails.  At  that  date  the  cost  of 
SQch  service  (most  of  it  adjnsted  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  4>f  March  3, 1873,  a  portion,  hovrever,  only  estimated) 
was  ^0,757,546.  A  farther  redaction  of  20  per  centum  was 
also  provided  for  by  the  act  of  July,  1876,  from  the  compen- 
sation of  certain  raibroad  companies  whos^  roads  were  built, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  by  the  aid  of  land  grants  authorized 
by  4M)ngressional  legislation. 

At  the  date  of  the  approval  of  said  act  a  number  of  railroad 
companies  were  under  contract,  duly  executed  in  accordance 
with  law,  to  carry  the  mails  during  a  period  not  then  expired, 
at  ja  ^te  of  compensation  which  had  been  fixed  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  March  3,  1873.  Some  of  these  com- 
panies xaised  the  question  as  to  whether  the  reduction 
reQuired  by  the  subsequent  law  could  be  legally  made  from 
their  pa^  during  the  period  of  their  contracts,  which  ques- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Assistant  Attomey-Gtoneral  for  the 
Post-Office  Department,  who  decided  that  they  were  not 
affected  by  it  This  question  was,  however,  subsequently 
submitted  to  the  Attorney-General,  whose  opinion  has  not 
yet  t)een  rendered. 

The  act  of  March  3, 1873,  also  fixed  a  separate  compen- 
sation for  the  use  of  post-office  cars  furnished  by  the  com- 
panies over  whose  lines  the  railway-distribution  system  had 
been  or  might  be  established,  and  the  question  was  raised 
as  to  whether  the  10  per  cent,  reduction  subsequently  pro- 
vided for  by  the  act  of  July,  1876,  applied  to  such  compen- 
sation.   It  was  held  that  it  did  not. 

The  pay  of  railroad  companies  under  4X>ntract  (which, 
nnder  the  opinion  of  the  Assistant  Attomey-Gtoneral  for 
the  SPost-Office  Department,  as  stated  above,  were  not 
affected  by  recent  legislation)  amounted  in  the  aggregate 
to  #2,495,646,  leaving  the  sum  of  i|7,261,870,  representing, 
at  that  date,  the  pay  of  the  compfinies  not  under  contract. 
The  10  i>er  cent  reduction,  amounting  to  $726,187,  applied 
to  them.  A  further  reduction  of  $260,714  was  made  from 
the  pay  of  ^Uand-^nt  jf^lxwi»/^  3Q  tii»i  4k^  Opst  (ff  lhi3 
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service,  hy  tbe  operatiou  of  the  act  of  last  Jnly,  wns,  on  |l 
1st  day  of  July,  1876,  decreased  in  the  aam  of  «i>8<J,!>01. 

"'  Th«  redaction  thns  provided  for  was  met  on  some  of  i 
great  truiik-linea  by  the  'n-itbdrawal  of  the  faKt  moil  wbl 
had  been  pre\iously  established.  Over  the  San  York  C 
tral  and  Kudeon  River,  and  the  Lnke  Shore  and  Michtd 
Southern  RailrondR,  nu  exclunive  maU-tmin,  cotn[toMdl 
finely  equipped  postal  cars,  which  were  provtdMl  witb  1 

'  the  coDvenienccs  necessary  to  rapid  and  perfect  distnii 
tion,  was,  for  a  few  months,  mn  between  New  York  i 
Chicago,  on  a  schedule  time  of  tw^nty-wx  bonrs  betwd 
those  cities;  and  over  tlie  Pennsylviinia  Kailroad  and  ] 
connecting  lines  a  litnitetl  nmil-traia,  with  M)|)(>rIorn 
modations,  was  rnit  betwoon  tfnv  York,  Qneinnati,  I 
apolis,  and  Saint  Louis ;  the  time  occupied  between  New 
York  and  Cincinnati,  via  Phitatlelphia,  Han-isbtircii,  aed 
Oolambus,  being  twentj-fonr  honra,  between  New  York  HBd 
Indianapolis,  tweuty-sls  hours,  and  between  ISew  TOfk 
and  Saint  Louis  thirty-three  honrs.  These  linen  allbrdcd 
facilities  for  the  transmission  of  mails  from  the  great  com- 
mercial center  of  the  East  to  all  points  in  the  West  sod 
SonLhweet  hitherto  unknown  in  the  history  of  rsilny 
transportation  in  this  rx)uutry,  and  enable  the  Oopartmeil) 
to  so  completely  meet  the  demands  njion  it  for  spiiedy  tnw» 
portation  that  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  tbflb 
ness  communities  dependent  npou  thiMn  for  postal  J 
were  more  than  realized. 

Ir  was  claimed  by  the  railroad  companies  at  theol 
tion  of  thise.^)edited  distrilmtion  system  that  then 
pay  then  provided  by  extsting  law  were  insiilticient  to  c 
ponsato  them  for  the  extraordinary'  expense  incuTral  in  r 
ning  trains  at  snch  a  spoe^I,  and  there  Js  good  i 
believe  that  they  offered  their  trains  to  the  Bepaitmcnl M 
an  experiment,  out  of  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  rattier  tbOD  W 
exi)ectation  of  deriving  immediate  profit  tlicTufrom.  ~ 

Serious  embarrass  men  tfi  have  rosultud  from  a  diJtcontini 
ancc  of  these  fu.st  lines,  which  have  been  augmented  by  t! 
refusal  of  the  railroad  companies  to  ro-eatahlish  the  inoi 
plete  accommodations  they  had  previonsly  fDraisbed. 
mails  are  now  conveyed  t>etweon  tbe  Atlantic  sealjoanl  a 
points  in  the  West  and  Southwest  with  less  diqiatcb*  I 
with  smaller  facilities  for  distribution,  thoo  wtST«  prorjdfd 
before  the  inauguration  of  the  fast-mail  systeoi.  f[o  bo  tbOD 
compelled  to  go  backward  in  the  work  of  iataiiag  Kffftndj 
transmission  and  perfect  delivery  of  (lie  important  boalDSM 
soFts^oadeoce  of  Xbe  ixtont^  ia  a  »oarce  of  morttfieptioii 
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to  all  the  oiBoers  of  this  Department  whose  daties  are  con- 
nected with  mail-transportation.  Instead  of  retrograding, 
the  mail  system  onght  to  soon  attain  snch  perfection  as  to 
insure  the  transportation  of  letters,  and  all  other  matter  not 
too  bulky,  from  one  Important  point  to  another  within  the 
time  required  to  convey  passengers  between  the  same  points 
over  the  speediest  lines  of  commnnication. 

The  law  of  Congress  which  required  a  redaction  in  the  pay 
of  railroad  companies  for  carrying  the  mails,  also  anthorized 
the  appointment  of  a  commission  of  three  skilled  and  com* 
potent  persons  to  investigate  the  whole  subject  of  mail- 
transportation  by  railroad,  with  a  view  to  making  their 
report  the  basis  of  future  legislation.  The  three  gentlemen 
designated  by  yon  for  that  mission  entered  on  their  work 
abont  the  first  of  last  August,  since  which  time  they  have 
visited  all  the  large  cities  and  important  railroad  centers  of 
the  United  States,  and  conferred  with  the  managers  of  the 
leading  railroad  lines,  and  also  with  intelligent  men,  repre- 
senting the  main  business  interests  at  each  point  lliey 
seem  to  have  been  patient  and  impartial  in  collecting  infor- 
mation, which  will,  no  donbt,  throw  ihnch  light  on  the 
diiScult  question  of  determining  the  proper  mode  of  com- 
pensating railroad  companies  for  carrying  the  mails,  and  the 
rates  of  pay  which  ought  to  be  fixed  for  this  service. 

I  have  carefully  avoided  any  expression  of  opinion,  the 
presentation  of  any  theory,  or  the  tender  of  any  advice, 
which  could,  in  the  most  remote  manner,  influence  the 
judgment  of  this  commission;  but  I  can  now,  with  entire 
propriety,  recommend  that  whatever  legislation  may  result 
from  thdr  investigations  shall  definitely  prescribe  fixed 
rates  of  mail  pay  for  this  service,  leaving  nothing  open  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster-Geneial;  and  that  the  ex- 
ecution of  written  contracts  by  railroad  companies  shall  be 
required  as  a  condition  of  payment  for  the  service  which 
they  perform.  Less  than  one-fifth  of  the  railroad  service 
of  the  country  has  been,  as  a  general  rule,  covered  by  writ- 
ten contracts,  and  innumerable  complaints,  misconstruc- 
tions, and  difficulties  have  grown  out  of  this  loose  way  of 
doing  a  business  which  annually  amounts  to  millions  of 
dollars. 

Indefinite  information  has  occasionally  been  commnnica-  interfmoeewitii 
ted  to  this  Department  of  the  threatened  violence  to  per-. S^ytT^*^ 
sons  employed  by  it  in  some  of  the  States  because  of  their 
political  opinions  and  party  associations.    A  few  postmas- 
ters in  the  Southern  States  have  expressed  great  apprehen- 
sion of  their  personal  safety  on  account  of  their  connection 
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with  the  postal  sorvioe,  and  have  specially  reqoested  tL:.t 
their  reports  of  apprehended  danger  shonld  not  be  ma^^ 
pablic,  lest  it  shonld  resnlt  in  the  loss  of  their  lives.  1^:: 
no  i>ositive  testimony  of  aetnal  interference  with  soch  o^ 
cers  or  employes  while  in  the  discharge  of  their  ofiSdal  d:: 
ties  has  been  submitted,  except  in  the  case  of  a  mafl-mr^- 
sengcr  at  Spartanbnrgh,  in  the  State  of  Sonth  Carolina^  w  L 
Imported  throngh  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Department  tL .: 
he  had  been  violently  driven  away  while  in  charge  of  tL  • 
mails,  on  account  of  his  ^<  political  affiliations."  The  repn^ 
sentations  of  thiq  messenger  were  referred  to  an  assistant  s  .• 
perintendent  of  the  railway  mail-service  for  confirmation  < : 
their  correctness,  who  responded  that  the  messenger  h;.  i 
disappeared  firom  his  post  of  daty,  leaving  his  WQjrl^  to  l^" 
performed  by  a  snbstitate. 

What  the  "  affiliations ''  of  this  employ^  were  does  n  •: 
appear  from  his  statement,  or  that  of  the  officer  who  u- 
vestigated  the  case,  but  the  £EU)t  of  his  having  been  imi»ro> 
eriy  interrupted  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  seems  !•  • 
have  been  corroborated  by  his  disapi)earance  immediatt  >. 
thereafter.  I  refer  to  this  case  because,  in  my  judgment, :: 
is  fiufftciently  suggestive  to  justify  me  in  recommendiLj 
that  a  more  severe  punishment  should  be  provided  for  l^^ 
ofifense  of  assaulting  any  person  in  charge  of  the  mails,  or  i>r 
retarding  or  otherwise  obi^trp^tilipg  them  by  tbrSS^lB  pf  jx  r* 
soual  injury. 
Traoiit  cbarcres  A  Special  arrangement  has  been  concluded  with  the  ^ «':.- 
ciftjui!^  '  '''''''  eral  post-office  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  atjJ 

Ireland,  a  copy  of  which  is  appended,  fixing  the  rates  of  Ur 
ritorial  transit  charges  on  the  British  closed  mails  convey  «'tl 
acrosathe  American  continent  between  Boston  or  New  yorL 
and  San  Francisco  at  6  francs  per  kilogram  of  letters,  and  J 
francs  per  kilogram  of  newspapers,  other  pointed  matt^  and 
patterns,  and  samples  of  merchandise.  The  British  anC 
Australian  mails  which  are  now  forwarded  by  the  way  of  1 1^  > 
United  States  are  of  great  bulk  and  weight,  averaging  a\K>i:: 
12  tons  per  month ;  and  as  the  transit  charges  thereon,  av* 
counted  for  under  the  provisions  of  the  postal  ponvention  of 
November  7-24, 1868,  were  wholly  insufficient  to  defray  ;:.< 
actual  cost  to  this  Department  of  their  transportation  l;. 
rail  between  New  York  and  San  Francisco,  it  became  neci's 
sary,  in  order  to  s^ve  the  revenues  of  this  Department  fit>n: 
the  heavy  losses  incurred  on  luscount  of  their  transmissioi: 
across  our  territory,  to  increase  these  transit  charges  to  tbc 
amounts  agreed  jipon  in  this  airangement. 
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A  very  gratifying  result  is  presented  in  the  fact  that  the  roitai  doflcien- 
deficiency  of  this  Department  daring  the  last  fiscal  year  was 
reduced  to  84,081,790.18,  as  against  86,169|938.88  of  the  pre- 
ceding  year.  The  difference  can  be  traced  to  the  large 
increase  dn  its  ordinary  receipts,  (which  greatly  exceeded 
the  estimates  therefor,)  and  a  slight  decrease  in  its  ezpend- 
itnres.  She  growth  of  the  service  in  all  of  its  branches,  as 
will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  tables  in  the  appendix,  has 
substantially  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  former  years. 
The  additional  miles  of  service  established  equal  or  exceed 
the  number  added  during  any  one  year  for  several  years 
past  'j  the  decrease  in  the  proportional  cost  thereof  having 
resulted  from  the  low  rates  at  which  the  new  service  put 
into  operation  at  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  was 
let  The  bids  on  nearly  all  the  routes  were  lower  than  they 
had  ranged  for  similar  service  for  many  preceding  years,  and 
the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  law  against  the  few  bidders 
and  contractors  who  failed  had  the  effect  to  induce  others 
to  execute  their  obligations. 

It  will  be  instructive  to  study  the  variance  in  the  percent- 
age of  increase  and  decrease  in  the  receipts,  expenditures, 
and  deficiencies  of  the  postal  service  for  the  last  seven  years. 
Its  ordinary  revenues  have  advanced  beyond  its  expenses, 
as  will  snore  isatis&ctorily  appear  from  the  figures  given 
below^ 

Thex)rdiiuiry  zeoeipts  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 1876, 

were $28,644,197  50 

For  ibe  year  ended  Jane  30, 1669^  Ibey  MnoanM  to  —    18, 344, 510  72 

ghowiog  an  increase  of 10,290,686  78 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  in  seven  years  the  receipts  have 
increased  5G.14  per  conti  or  at  an  average  of  over  8  per 
cent,  per  year. 

For  the  same  years  the  expenditures  were  as  follows : 

For  ihe  year  ended  June  30, 1876 (33,263,487  58 

For  jbbe  year  ended  June  30, 1869..^ 23,698, 131  50 

Showing  an  inorease of 9,565,356  06 

The  increase  in  the  expenditures  for  the  entire  period  is 
40.38  per  cent.,  or  at  an  average  rate  of  about  5.50  per  cent, 
per  year. 

Por  the  same  years  the  deficiencies  in  the  revenues  were  as 
follows : 

For  theyecrendcd  June  30, 1876 $4,619,290  03 

For  the  year  ended  Jnpe 30, 18G9, 5,353,620  78 

Showiu;;  u  dcurea^e  of  deficienoy  of 734^  330  70 
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f  delicieDvy  of  13.71  per  cent.,  or  at  tta  anx- 
age  mt«  of  iienrlj  2  per  cent  per  auooffi. 

If  A  correspoadiDg  ratio  of  percentage  Id  receipts  Aaii  ex- 
penditures shall  be  steadily  maintaiDC-d  io  futorv  ytan, 
tberu  is  reasoa  b)  believe  tbe  postal  service  vill  cease  to  be 
a  burden  on  tbe  general  Treasary.  It  laduoI,  boweref:  tw 
speedily  brought  to  a  self-sustaloiug  htuas;  it  maist  rcaci 
tbat  point  by  slow  marches,- with  the  aid  of  vine  odoiiais- 
Cration  and  judicious  economy.  Wliatever  theorieLS  may  l»e 
adrauced  to  relieve  it  of  chronic  dellcieiiciea,  tlivy  mut 
yield  to  tbe  ever-preaent  necessity  of  supplying  aboodaot 
moils  for  the  whole  country  by  liberal  appropriationaaad 
reasonable  expenditures.  Tbe  public  waold  coodemo  the 
experiment  of  higher  rat«8  of  postage  to  tbo  atteiDpt  to 
acquire  greater  revenues,  and  the  experiment  itself  vropU 
fail  of  its  object;  while  a  limits  and  stiuted  service  urmM 
provoke  criticism  and  general  complaint.  It  is  appmofc 
therefore,  that  such  revenues  as  are  efiaontial  h>  tnalte  rtw 
pepartment  self-supporting  cannot  bo  obtaiQed  trom  in- 
creased rates  of  postage ;  tbey  can  only  come  from  actint, 
intelligent,  and  prosperous  communities,  evenly  and  UiioUy 
scattered  over  tlie  several  States  and  Territories.  BxtrftV^ 
gant  outlays,  even  for  Irequent  mails,  would  not  cbotloDge 
publio  approval,  but  no  condemnation  would  folloT  wUg 
expenditures  tor  rapid,  safe,  and  frequent  mail  coiumilllioi- 
tion  between  our  widely-separated  sections  of  country.  Tl» 
fact  that  in  only  seven  of  tbe  States  and  two  Territories  tbe 
receipts  equal  the  expenditures,  is  sufficient  to  show  that  a 
long  time  must  elapse  before  the  remainder  will  b«  able  to 
bear  theii'  share  of  a  self-sustaining  service.  So  loug  aa  [b« 
Post-Olfiuc  Department  must  follow  the  pioneer  lo  tbu  n- 
jnotcst  settlements,  and  put  him  in  communication  trithljie 
centers  of  trade  and  busioess,  and  hI30  csny  tbe  juaiU  to 
towns  an<J  cities  in  the  first  years  of  tbeir  txistenoo  as  fi^  ■ 
quently  as  they  are  conveyed  to  those  of  Jarger  poputo 
ftud  more  matured  growth,  lO  long  the  general  Trea8iU7  | 
probably  have  to  bear  a  part  of  the  co«U  Wlleu  our  t 
States  aud  Tonitories  shall  bocomo  mor«  populous,  and  d 
ioexbanstible  resources  more  generally  developed,  tbe  t 
ings  of  tbe  Department  will  l>e  more  tbim  snlllcieat  to  J 
fray  its  oxiKinBes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obc<Uont  servant, 

JA8.  N.  TTNEB, 

Tbe  President. 


PAPBBS 

Acoomrifmsa 
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yc.  h-^^timatiffor  ei^ndUure$  for  the  fiscal  year  endirig  June  30, 1878. 

Office  of  the  Postmaster-GeDcral : 

Mail  depreddltions  and  opeoial  agents $160,000  00 

Advertisiiig 92,500  00 

Preparation  and  pnblication  olt  poet-route  maps 30, 000  00 

MisoeUaneoos  items  in  the  olUce  of  the  Poetnoaster-Gen- 

eral 1,500  00 

Total 7irr7!Trr7m7  9284,00000 

Under  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General: 

Compensation  to  poetmasters 7,500,000  00 

Clerks  in  post-offioes ^ 3,700,000  00 

*  Letter-carriers 2,100,000  00 

Wrapping-paper 25,000  00 

Twine 55,000  00 

Marking  and  ratine  stamps 10,000  00 

Letter-balances  ana  scales 6,000  00 

Bent,  fuel,  and  light 450,000  00 

Office-farnitnre 30,000  00 

Stationery 55,000  00 

Miscellaneous  and  incidental  items 145,000  00 


^^■iw* 


Total 14,076,000  00 

Under  the  Second  Assistant  Postmaster-General : 

Inland  transportation, railroad 10,230,745  00 

iDland  transportation,  other  than  railroad 6,237,993  00 

Railway  post-office  clerks 1,355,040  00 

Route-agents 1,071,000  00 

Mail-route  messengers 161, 175  00 

Local  agents 114,450  00 

MaU-measengers 704,025  00 

Mail  locks  and  keys 20,000  00 

Moil-bags  and  mail-bag. catchers 285,000  00 

Total 20,119,428  00 

Under  the  Third  Assistant  Pos^aster-General : 

Postage-stamps 150,747  48 

Expenses  of  agency 8,100  00 

Stamped  envdopes  and  newspaper-wrappers 616, 635  39 

Expenses  of  agency 16,300  00 

Postal  cards 303,771  56 

Expenses  of  agency 7,300  00 

RegiBtered-paskage  envelopes,  locks,  and  seals 40, 000  00 

Post-office  and  dead-letter  envelopes 42,150  00 

Ship,  steamboat,  and  way  letters 7,500  00 

Eugraving,  printing,  and  binding  drafts  and  warrants. ..  1, 500  00 

Total 1,194,004  43 
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UncLer  the  Superintendent  of  Foreign  Mails : 

Transportatien  of  foreign  mails. • $2{>0,000  00 

Balance  due  foreign  oonntries,  including  the  United  States 
portion  of  the  expense  of  the  international  office  organ- 
ized under  the  provisions  of  article  15  of  the  general 
postal  union  treaty,  concluded  at  Berne  October  9, 
1874 , 50,000  00 

Total 1300,  (Xr) 

Official  stamps  and  stamped  enyelopes  for  the  use  of  the  Poet-Office  De- 
partment during  the  year • • » -— •        750,0(^.> 


Total  estimated  expenditures 36.783,43:^  ; 

Amount  which  will  be  provided  by  the  Department  from  its  own  revenue 
accruing  from  postages  and  other  sources,  estimated $30, 645,  IGTi  •  • 

Excess  of  expenditures  to  bo  provided  for  by  appropriation  out  of  the 
general  Treasury 6,078,^  • 

EDWARD  W.  BARBEB, 
TlUrd  Assistant  Po^dnosf^rr^qicra' 


i «. 


Post-Opfiob  Depabtmbnt,  Appointment  Office, 

Washington,  2).  C,  November  4,  1870. 

Sm :  Agreeably  to  your  reqaest,  I  sabmtt  herewitii  estimates  of  t 
appropriations  necessary  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878,  miu-  - 
the  following  heads,  \iz : 

For  compensation  to  postmasters 87,r^iO 

For  clerks  in  post-offices i 3, To*    -* 

For  letter-carriers... 2,1<«' 

For  wrapping-paper :^.    ■■ 

For  twine Tv' 

For  marking  aud  rating  stamps !•> 

For  letter  balances  and  soalos i    • 

For  rent,  fuel,  and  light AZf. 

For  offlce-faruitnre :^     • 

For  stationery .V. 

For  miscellaneous  and  incidental  items li«i. 


Making  in  the  aggregate 11,07*'. 

• 

These  estimates  are  believed  to  be  as  low  as  the  rcqniremcnts  of  t : 
service  will  permit,  and,  in  the  estimation  of  this  office,  leave  bat  a  vt . 
small  margin  oat  of  which  to  provide  for  the  constant  demand  in  .. 
parts  of  the  coantry  for  increased  postal  facilities.  In  view  of  the  Ir 
ited  appropriations  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  the  Department  hms  t* 
constrained  to  deny,  from  the  necessities  of  the  case,  many  extendi  «\ 
of  the  service  which  seemed  in  themselves  botii  proper  and  reafianals* 
bat  the  further  continnance  of  this  policy  is  believed  to  be  nnwise  a. 
detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  any  conn  try  whose  devcloitroeu:  . 
other  respects  shows  such  marked  and  rapid  progress  as  the  Uxiii' 
States. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  tabular  statement,  marked  "A,*^  giving  ui« ' 
definite  information. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  n.  MARB, 
Acting  First  Assistant  Fostmastcr-Ocncrcl 
Hon.  E.  W.  Babbbb, 

Tliird  Assistant  Postmastcr-Qciwal. 
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Pobt-Offick  Dktartjii;!*]', 

Office  of  the  Secohd  AasisTANT  PosTirASTEn-GnsKKAi-,  J 
Washington,  D.  V.,  OcUilier  27, 
3iB:  At  tlio  close  of  the  last  liseal  year,  Juuc  3»i,  ISTO,  tbc 
cost  of  inloDd  mail  troDsportatiou  was  as  follows,  viz : 

On  !>I2  nUli«ud<nmti!B,  aggregating  73^S  milM  In  IcDkUi tO.M3jl 

On  es  (.tcnmboot-routcB,  agii^gaUiig  14,»SJ  milM  in  IwtfUi..  —■» 

Oil  B.003  other  ronttw,  d<W£DAted  as  "•Ur  eoBf" "-~— 
miles  in  length 

Total  coBt „....»..  n,M 

Compared  witli  tlio  state  of  tho  servicunt  tUecloso  nT  ''-. 
j-car,  the  railroad-routes  showed  tax  increaac  of  41  in 
mil«8  in  nggrogato  length,  iind  of  $3:26,616  in  aQnu:iI 
boat-roDtcK  a  decrease  of  1  iu  number,  of  005  mileH  iu  :. 
and  of477,fit>5  ill  auuual  cost;  and  the  "star  tonte.'^^  an  Jncrfixefli 
□umber  aud  2,5G5  miles  iu  aggregate  lengtli,  and  a  decreaaao 
in  anntial  cost.    Takcii  togothtu-,  the  increase  in  the  nunibec!|[ 
was  720,  and  in  tho  aggregate  leugtli  3,925  miles,  aud  the  d 
aminal  cost  $152,1^20. 

By  tho  act  of  Jaly  Vi,  1S76,  making  appropriations  for  tbe  t 
■   of  the  l'08^O£fica  Department  for  tho  fiscal  year  ending  .Tmte  »",  IS 
the  Postmaster-General  is  directed  iu  the  first  section  I"  -  - 
peusatiou  to  be  paid  from  and  after  July  1 ,  IS'G,  for  ; : 
of  mails  ou  railroad-roiites  ten  per  centum  from  tbc  > 
lowed  "on  the  basis  of  the  average  weight"  by  the  lii 
actof  March  3, 1873.    And  the  tbirteeutli  section  of  llio  ;ii'i  oi  July 
1870,  provides  "  that  railroad  companies  whose  railroad  was  c 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  a  land-grant  made  by  Congress  on  tlifl  ooik 
that  the  mails  should  be  transported  over  th.^ir  ni;iil  ;il  such  pticn 
Congress  should  by  law  direct  shall  receive  .> 
the  compensatioD  authorized  liy  this  act."     A  ■ 
the  law-officers  of  the  Government,  the  ten  [» 
applicable  to  the  compensation  Erir  railroad  mui  i    .       -  ,  -      :  ^cd  uui 
contracts  made  in  duo  form  of  law,  or  to  allowauccs  loi   lualwuy  i 
office  cars,  mail-messenger  service,  side  Ben,'iee,  or  ferriage. 

As  above  shown,  the  annual  cost  of  mail  traiisportatiuu  on  ruilt 
routes  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  was  $'J,.'il3.1M.    By  the  r»^ 
justment  of  the  rates  of  jmy  nuder  the  act  of  March  '■},  \^Ti, »     '     '     ' 
now  returns  of  the  amonut  aud  cbaract«r  of  the  service,  ou  routes  rbia 
iu  States  in  which  a  uew  contract  term  began  with  the  eurrontfl 
year,  tho  annual  cost  of  the  service  from  July  1, 187fi,  would  li 
$0,757,546.    or  this  amount  tbc  snm  of  t3,4<J5,67ti  is  not  sulj 
ten  per  cent-  reductioD  onlered  by  tho  first  sccaiou  of  tho  act  o. 

1870,  beiug  composed  of  the  items  decided  by  tho  law-officers  % ^ 

cmpt,  as  above  stated.    The  amount  of  the  ten  p<.-r  cent,  redaction  a 
on  the  remaining  97,201,870,  is,  therefore,  $720,187. 

Tho  amount  of  pay  subject  to  the  reductii>n  required  by  the  thirtM 

section  of  the  act  of  July  12,  1870,  in  *i  ; 

pensatiou ou  land-gniut  roods,  whei Im 
law-officers  having  advised  that  tlic '  ^ 
of  exemption  from  the  operation  of  lii 
of  the  reduction  under  that  section,  lIk^k-i 

The  reductiouB  under  the  two  seotiuiu  mnnuatiD^  to  «iU{>0,UUl,  tbe  pi 
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of  tho  servicey  after  dedacting  this  amount,  is,  for  the  first  quarter  of  the 
current  fiscal  year,  at  the  rate  of  $8,770,645  i)er  annum. 

The  appropriation  made  bj  the  act  of  July  12, 187G,  for  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1877,  for  transportation  by  railroad 
being $9, 100, 000 

And  the  present  annual  cost  as  reduced  uader  the  act. . .      8, 770, 645 

There  remains  for  new  service  and  for  increase  of  cost  by 
ftarther  re-adjustment  for  the  year  the  sum  of 329, 355 

This  state  of  facts  has  but  just  been  ascertained,  the  examination  and 
decision  of  legal  questions  raised  by  the  new  legislaticm  embodied  in 
tlie  act  of  July  12, 1876,  as  well  as  the  numerous  and  complex  calcula- 
tions which  it  rendered  necessary,  having  caused  delay.  The  determina- 
tion to  decline  establishing  new  railroad-service^  adopted  while  the 
means  of  defraying  increased  exi>ense  were  not  apparent,  may  now  be 
relaxed. 

Estimates  of  the  amounts  of  money  necessary  to  be  apiH*opriated  for 
inland-mail  transportation  and  items  incident  thereto  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1878,  are  presented  herewith,  in  tabular  form.  Follow- 
ing the  form  of  the  appropriation  fox  the  present  year,  separate  esti- 
mates are  made  for  transportation  by  raUroad  and  by  routes  other  , 
than  railroad.  The  table  shows  the  cost  for  1876  and  1876,  and  the  ap- 
propriation for  1877,  with  the  per  centum  increase  and  decrease  of  cost 
for  1876  compared  with  that  for  1875,  and  of  the  appropriation  for  1877 
compared  with  the  cost  for  1876.  The  increase  of  the  cost  of  railroad 
transportation  for  1876  over  1875  is  3.54  per  cent. ;  and  the  decrease  of 
the  appropriation  for  the  same  purpose  for  1877,  compiured  with  the  cost 
for  1876,  is  4.64  per  cent  The  cost  for  1877,  at  the  rate  of  increase  for 
1876  over  1875,  3.54  per  cent.,  apart  from  tlie  reductions  ordered  by  act 
of  July  12, 1876,  would  be  $0,880,960,  The  estimate  for  1878  is  set 
down,  at  the  same  rate  of  increase*  at  $10,230,745,  the  reductions  or- 
dered by  the  recent  act  being  regarded  as  temporary,  inasmuch  as  the 
act  itself  authorizes  the  appointment  of  a  oommission  to  ^^examine  into 
the  subject  of  transportation  of  the  mails  by  railroad  companies  and 
report  to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  its  next  session  such  rules 
and  regulations  for  such  transportation  and  rates  of  compensation  there- 
for as  shall  in  their  opinion  be  just  and  expedient,  and  enable  the  De- 
partment to  fulfill  the  required  and  necessary  service  for  the  public" 

The  cost  of  transportation  on  othet  than  railroad-routes  for  1876  was 
$5,658,006.  Estimating  the  cost  for  1877  at  an  increase  of  5  per  cent, 
the  amount  would  be  $5,940,946.  At  the  same  rate  of  increase,  the  esti- 
mate for  1878  is  set  down  at  $6,237,993.  This  is  deemed  sufficient  for 
the  probable  requirements  of  the  service,  though  the  sum  is  $499,858 
less  than  the  appropriation  for  the  current  year. 

Uniting  the  amounts  named  for  railroad  routes,  $10,230,745,  and  for 
routes  other  than  railroad,  $6,237,993,  the  ^gregate  estimate  for  inland 
transportation  for  1878  is  $16,468,738,  less,  by  $1,079,262,  than  the 
amount  appropriated  for  1876  and  estimated  for  1877,  which  was 
$17,548,000,  and  only  $630,887  more  than  the  appropriation  for  the  two 
items  for  the  current  year,  $9,100,000  for  railroad  and  $6,737,851  for 
ot^er  routes,  making  together  $16,837,851. 

The  estimate  for  1878  for  railway  post-office  clerks  is  $1,355,040 ;  for 
route-agents,  $1,071,000;  for  mail  route  messengers,  $161,175 ;  and  for 
local  agents,  $114,450.  For  a  statement  of  the  considerations  which 
have  led  to  the  presentation  of  these  figures,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
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accompanyiDg  lottor  from  tho  general  snperintendent  of  railway  m^il 
service. 

The  estimate  for  mail-messenger  service  for  1878  is  pat  at  $704,OJ.'». 
an  increase  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  appropriation  for  the  current  year, 
which  it  is  anticipated  the  natnral  growth  of  the  service  will  reqain^. 
The  increase  of  the  cost  for  1876  over  1875  was  5.54  per  cent 

The  estimate  for  mail  locks  and  keys  for  1878  is  $20|000,  the  amou:^* 
appropriated  for  the  current  year.  And  for  mail-bags  and  niail-bn^ 
catchers  the  estimate  for  1878  is  $225,000,  an  excess  of  $50,000  over 
the  appropriation  for  the  cnrrent  year.  That  appropriation  is  $2o,i:<Hi 
less  than  the  estimate  made  by  the  Department  for  tho  year,  and  ^ :!!. 
it  is  believed,  fall  short  by  that  amount  of  meeting  the  actual  needs  <•: 
the  service,  rendering  necessary  for  the  next  year  tho  increased  amocLt 
here  stated. 

By  reference  to  Table  O,  prepared  for  the  appendix  to  your  annn,;: 
report,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  number  of  new  mail-bags  xiurchas^  i) 
aud  put  into  the  service  during  the  year  1876  was  103,794,  of  whir:i 
22,814  were  locked  pouches  and  bags,  used  chiefly  for  IctteiD,  and  SO.D^* 
tied  sacks,  (canvas,)  used  exclusively  for  printed  and  third-class  malt*  r. 
This  wa«  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  10,264  locked  pouches  ar  •! 
bags  and  13,314  tied  sacks.  This  increase  was  largely  occasioned  by  ti!** 
extension  of  service  on  railway-routes,  the  increased  frequency  and  es 
pedition  of  the  mails,  the  establishment  of  the  through  registered-m:  .'. 
system,  and  the  increased  bulk  of  printed  and  third-class  mail-matt'T. 
The  growth  of  the  railway  mail-service  will  continue  to  increase  th.- 
item  of  expense  to  the  Department.  But  whOe  the  expenditure  for  m  t 
mail-bags  was  thus  increased,  there  was  an  extraordinary  decrease  ot 
the  aggregate  cost  of  repairs,  caused  by  a  radical  reform  in  tho  met  ho] 
of  having  such  work  done.  Under  a  practice  which  was  established  bv 
postal  regulation,  and  which  had  prevailed  for  more  than  thirty  yea:^. 
damaged  mail-bags,  collected  in  nearly  all  the  principal  cities,  were*givt-:; 
out  from  the  post-offices  for  repairs  by  special  contract  Tho  aggregutt 
cost  under  that  system,  however  inconsiderable  for  a  time  after  its  in 
ccption,  gradually  increased  with  the  growth  of  the  mail-service  nnt  : 
at  length  it  assumed  such  magnitude  as  to  call  for  investigation  a::  i 
correction.  This  investigation  was  made  by  yourself  while  at  the  hc;.«l 
of  this  bureau,  and  the  plan  now  in  operation  devised.  This  sysui^ 
abolishes  entirely  the  old  contract  system,  and  concentrates  all  tbi* 
damaged  mail-bags  at  the  several  depositories  in  the  post-offices  at  Nct 
York,  Washington,  Indianapolis,  Saint  Louis,  and  Chicago.  In  the.M 
post-offices  repair-shops  are  established,  and  tho  needful  opcmtircs  r.!r 
employed  by  the  postmasters  at  fixed  wages  to  repair,  under  the  suiu  r- 
vision  of  skilled  foremen,  all  the  mail-bags  of  every  description  n* 
quiring  repairs.  The  material  of  bags  too  old  and  damngcd  for  jndicioi;  n 
repairs  is  utilized  to  such  an  extent  tiiat  small  outlays  are  required  fo: 
new  material.  The  cost  of  tools  is  also  comparatively  small.  Uudt- .- 
this  system  tho  total  cost  of  such  repairs  during  the  year  was  on-v 
$30,161.92.  During  the  preceding  year,  under  tho  old  system,  tho  co.-: 
of  repairs  was  $92,419.95. 

Tables  herewith  show  the  contracts  in  operation  on  the  30th  June, 
1876,  for  mail-bags,  mail-bag  catchers,  and  mail  locks  aud  keys,  with  tlit^ 
name  and  residence  of  each  contractor,  the  term  of  contract,  and  tlu* 
price  paid  for  each  article  of  every  size  and  kind. 

The  increased  appropriation  asked  for  in  the  item  of  mail  bags  at.  I 
mail-bag  catchers  is  due  to  the  probable  increase  iii  tho  niilway  ma:! 
•^rvice.    Now  lines  of  railway  are  completed  aud  approaching  comi»k- 
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tioD,  and  each  one  largely  increases  the  number  of  mail -bags  and  catcb.ers 
necessary  to  conduct  the  service. 

The  aggregate  estimate  for  1878  for  inland  transportation  and  the 
items  incident  thereto  will  be  fonnd  to  be  t20,119,428|  against  an  appro- 
priation for  the  current  year  of  $19,1(>3,331— an  increase  of  only  $956,077, 
or  a  little  nnder  5  per  cent 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  BEADY, 
Second  Assistant  Postmaster- Oener ah 
Hon.  James  N.  Tyner, 

Postmaster-  Oenerah 


Post-Office  Department, 
Office  of  Trird  Assistant  Posthaster-Geiveral, 

•   Washington^  D.  C,  Novetnber  11, 1876. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  tables: 

1.  Estimate  of  the  expenditures  and  revenues  of  the  Post-Office  De- 
partment for  the  fiscal  yet^r  ending  June  30, 1878. 

2.  Estimate  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Department  for  the  past  two 
fiscal  years,  not  yet  adjusted. 

3.  Keceipts  and  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 187G, 
compared  with  the  two  preceding  years. 

4.  Receipts  and  disbursements  on  aooonnt  of  the  Post-Office  Depart- 
ment at  Treasury  depositories. 

5.  Beceipts  and  disbursements  at  Post-Office  depositories. 

G  and  7.  Number  and  value  of  postage-stamps,  stamped  envelopes, 
newspaper- wrappers,  and  postal  ciurds  issued  during  the  year. 

8.  Number  and  value  of  official  postage-stamps,  stamped  envelopes, 
and  wrappers  furnished  the  different  Executive  Departments  during  the 
year. 

9.  Statement  showing  increase  in  issues  of  postage-stamps,  stamped 
envelopes,  newspaper-wrappers,  and  postal  canls,  of  all  kinds. 

10.  Number  and  value  of  dead  letters  received  and  disposed  of  at 
Dead-Letter  Office  during  the  year. 

11.  Statement  showing  classification  and  disposition  of  letters  con- 
taining valuable  inclosures  received  at  Dead-Letter  Office  during  the 
year. 

12.  Statement  showing  number,  contents,  and  disposition  of  regis- 
tered  letters  received  at  Dead-Letter  Office  during  the  year. 

13.  Number  of  registered  letters  sent  through  the  mails,  with  amount 
of  fees  collected  thereon,  in  each  State  and  Territory  during  the  year. 

EXPLANATION  OF  ESTIMATES. 

Your  attention  is  respectfhlly  invited  to  the  following  detailed  state- 
ment touching  the  appropriations  asked  for  by  this  bureau : 

ADHESIVE  POSTAaE-STAMPS. 

The  number  of  ordinary  poatage-Btampfl  iasned  duiniF  the  flacal  year  ended 

Jnne  30. 1876,  was C98,799,090 

Add  10  per  cen  t.,  being  aboat  the  average  yearly  rate  of  incrcaae 69, 879. 909 

Qive9  estimated  isane  of  ordinary  stamps  for  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 

ISrr 768,678,999 

Add  10x>er  cent.,  as  before 76,867,899 

Gives  estimated  isane  of  ordinary  stamps  for  fiscal  year  ending  Jnac  ?»0f 
1878 A 845,540,998 
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Cosl  <i(  mnnnroctoriag  Am  miiabnt  At  present  uunlioal  price,  H.!»  wtiU 

i»r  Ibnnsanrt .- -■  -  ■  $Jfi8,9«  J 

A<lil  lv>tiul;lt(^d  l^o•(  or  iiiaiinfltcHirlnji  offlotnJ  stanipii,  anil  aUo  of  niMinnc-  j 

iH.}.n>v?d  .liina  83,1874 9i.0D0j| 

GivoB  fal.iiiiatHJ  totnl  runt  of  uiupnfftcturiiijjnilliL'sivi'  pwUg^^UmjWillII' 

i»Bnae.il  yenr  liii.litig.IiJni'  aO,  IW8 UO.ItT  ^ 

III  the  Ibivfcnins  eatiiuiite  ttio  issues  nf  ordiuary  stamim,  tlie  avi 
nnuuiil  rate  ot  increase,  nntl  tbe  t>roBeat  contract  rates,  are  talcea  os  U 
best  basis  or  cnlculntioii  to  bo  nbtaiiiecl. 

It  is  not  <>xt)Ccted  that  there  will  be  a  great  increase,  if  asy,  in  I 
issues  of  official  stamps  ami  newspaper  and  periodical  stamps,  aod  ( 
cordingly  the  estimate  is  fixed  at  tlie  same  nmnnnt  ($24,000)  as  io  t 
appi'Oi)nation  for  the  current  flaea)  yenr.  The  cootTAetH  for  manafaj 
taring  stamps  will  expire  on  tUe  1st  May,  1877,  but  under  anew  coatrad 
there  will  not  probably  be  any  material  deviation  from  present  ratM.  1 

POSTAOKSTAJIP  AOBNCT. 
Forpay  nfii^i'ut  anil  JtMUtHiiUtoiliKti-iliutnHtiuiiiw.UKlexpoiiiieaof  lltenipuc;..  |B,IM 

This  estiaiaiA  exceeds  the  present  appropriation  bv  *'  ■■>"'  whi.-h 
amount  is  intended  for  the  employment  of  an  addition:  i'  -gM 

tbe  past  thnre  years  the  number  of  reqnisitions  fur  i-"  -sl 

increased  more  than  uT  per  cent., renehing  lflO,2S4 (lull  i-<4d 

year,froiu  95,377  dnriug  the  llscal  year  ettdin^.]iiDe3i>,  ir^.--.  Bowgniil 
tional  clerical  iissistauce  has  become  absolutely  e»se»tinl  w  tb^/jt^^M 
discharge  of  the  business  of  tho  ugmicy.  Ttio  ]iresent  foree  Ofl^^^^^l 
an  agent  at  a  wilarv  of  t2,50U  per  annum,  nod  two  derks  at  H^^^^^| 
$1,81)0  and  fil.COO,  respectively.  ^^^^H 

Thd  item  "  for  exi)eDSca  of  agency"  is  for  tiie  purchase  of  stnHaiM^| 
and  foruiture,  and  lor  tbe  necessary  expenses  of  oflicei-s  and  agM^H 
ivhile  employed  in  iusiiectiiig  the  manulactory  and  nuiking  inrestJd^| 
tious  eonuocted  with  the  issue  of  postage-stampH.  Tb«*  amount  ineinai^l 
for  these  puriwses  ($1,000)  is  the  pumc  as  in  the  preficnt  njipropriatJ(l^| 
110  increase  being  deemed  necessary.  ^M 

OBDHtABT  AND  OFFICIAL  STAICPCU  ENVBLOT^S  AKD  WI1AFI*SS8..^| 
The  cvat  of  ■lamped  ttovdopen  uiU  mswaiutBui^trnipfmn,  liMli  ontlaarx  ^H 

au<l  ulDrinl,  iasuod  liming  tlip  j-uar  PoAva  JiiiiP  aO,  iifTO,  at  present  con-  __^H 

trail  iiricm.  was $4Sa,Sn^H 

Add  ai)  p«T  cnit.  for  ineniue ^M^^l 

GiviM  (.•■tiiuatvd  OMt  I'ur  yvar  uuiliae  Joou  30.  iBTl m<B^B 

Add  1K>  per cpDl.for  limcuiuii', as Iwfore...... ............ il?nli^^| 

OivoemUniatvd  cost  of  iniuialacCuni  fui  ItiufMt  «D4ini:  Jou«  30, 1^8...     fllK.^C^H 

The  name  bnsed  of  cnlcalatioR  are  taken  as  En  the  ease  of  potta^^M 
stomps,  bnt  owing  to  tbe  greater  popularity  of  stamped  cnTclopM^H 
wn-ippers,  a  much  larger  rate  of  increnRe  In  ihe  is^iii-s  i<t  to  be  i'X|>ect^H 
Tbe  insnes  for  the  six  months  ending  .Inne  3(>,  l^;t>.  uvro  nearly  17  p^l 
cent,  in  excess  of  those  for  the  covrespouding  pciiod  of  the  prsno^H 
year,  and  an  estimated  future  increaiu>  of  20  pvr  ivni.  m  nut  nn  cstf^H 
agaut  one,  Tbe  existing  eontrnct  is  fof  fom  yetirs,  expii-lng  Septem^H 
:n\  ia'8,  and  the  rates  v.'ill  therefore  remain  iiiichnii;:cd.  ^H 

Tho  stamped  etmOopes  and  newspa))er  iTr.ip|K-r.i  issued  dnrioff  l^| 
fiscal  year  ending  ■Inne  :iO,  I87l>,  were  sold  :it  .iu  except  of  94B,3!tt^| 
over  the  iKistage  value  and  the  cost  of  innnnfactun*.  AilltCittvi:  poata^H 
stamps  tM'ing  soltl  at  IVn  ralne,  tbe  public  are  not  rc4]nire(l  to  poy  ^H 
CQ8t  of  majuifiwtnrii,  as  in  the  cose  of  stamped  eax^l^l^-  ^^^^^^| 
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STAMPEB-EirVELOPE  AGENCY. 

For  pay  of  agent  aud  aHsUtaotft  to  diatribnte  stamped  ^ny^opeg  and  nowftpaper- 
wrappers,  and  expenses  of  agency • $1G,300 

This  esdniate  agrees  ia  amoaot  with  the  preseat  appropriation.  In 
explaDation  of  the  apparently  large  amoiuit  required  £of  this  ageucy  as 
compared  with  the  New  York  agency,  it  may  be  stated  that  owing  to  its 
near  proximity  to  the  railroad  depot,  the  envelopes  and  wrappers  are 
mailed  directly  from  the  maniifaotoxyi  instead  of  going  through  the 
Hartford  poet-office,  which  is  located  at  aoansideirable  distance  from  the 
depot.  A  large  portion  of  the  apprc^riation  is  therefore  required  for 
the  payment  of  clerks  engaged  in  the  registration  of  packages,  which  is 
prGi>erly  to  be  considered  as  post-office  work.  The  postage-stamps  are 
mailed  from  the  New  Tork  peist-ofiioe,  where  the  work  gS  registration  is 
done. 

The  only  sokuies  in  access  of  $1,200  per  annum  paid  at  the  Hartfiord 
agency  are  those  of  th»  agent  who  receives  $2,500,  and  of  the  two 
principal  clerks  of  the  agency  proper  and  of  the  registry  branch,  who 
receive  $1,800  each. 

The  amonnt  included  for  ^<  expenses  of  agency"  is  $1,000,  the  same  as 
in  the  appropriation  for  the  present  year.  It  is  required  for  the  same 
general  purposes  as  in  the  case  of  the  itemp  agency. 

POSTAL  CAEDS. 

Nnmber  of  postal  cards  issued  daring  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jane  30, 1876.  150, 815, 000 
Add  20  per  cent,  for  increase 30,163,000 

Gives  estimated  issue  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1877 180, 976, 000 

Add  20  per  cent  for  moresBe,  as  before 30,195,600 

Qlveaestimatedifisaeiar  the  year  ending  Jane  30^  1878.. ...^ • 217,173,600 

Cost  of  mannl^ctnring  that  nunAer  at  present  oontraet  prioes,  91.39}  per 
tbonsand |3S8,771  56 

The  increase  in  the  issue  of  postal  cards  for  the  last  fiscal  year  over 
tho  preceding  one  was  a  little  over  40  per  cent.,  but  it  is  not  expected 
to  continue  at  this  extraordinary  rate.  It  was  undoubtedly  due  in  a 
great  measure  to  special  demands  growing  out  of  the  Centennial  Exhi- 
bition, for  advertising  purposes,  and  for  the  correspondence  of  the  unu- 
sually largo  number  of  people  in  transit  during  that  occasion.  A  future 
increase  of  20  per  cent,  per  annum  is  considered  a  fair  one,  and  accord- 
ingly taken  in  the  above  estimate.  That  it  is  not  extravagant  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  the  increase  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875, 
over  the  previous  year  was  more  than  18  per  cent. 

The  present  contract  will  expire  on  the  1st  IVfay,  1877,  but  no  great 
variation  in  prioe  under  a  new  one  is  anticipated. 

FOSTALCABD  AGENCY. 

For  pay  of  agent  sad  avdataats  to  diatrilmie  postal  eards,  and  expenses  oi 
agiacj •«•...••• ...••... $7,300 

At  present  there  are  employed  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  in  connectioii 
with  the  inspection  and  distribotion  of  postal  caxds,  an  agent,  at  a  salary 
of  82,500  per  annum,  and  two  clerks,  one  at  $1,400  and  the  oth^  at 
$1,200  per  annum. 

The  present  appropriation  for  the  agency  is  $0,100,  and  tiie  for^^oing 
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nstimate  cont^injilatea  the  employment  of  au  aMiUoiml  clerk  i 
aDunal  snlnry  of  $1,200. 

Tli«  unmber  of  reqatBitions  for  postal  cards  Ollctl  daring  the  Aft 
year  eiulirifr  -Tniie  30, 187fi,  was  43,103,  and  for  tU«  fiscal  year  eodU 
Jane  '6*1, 1874,  23,634— au  iacrease  of  10,4G9,  or  a  HttLe  tuoro  tlian  &!  ner 
cent.    While,  therefore,  the  work  of  the  agency  has  nearly  doutM(>(I 
within  the  pa-it  two  years,  no  iuyrease  of  the  clerical  force  bos  boen 
granted  linriug  that  time. 

The  necessity  for  an  additional  clerk  will  he  apparent  apon  tliis  Mate- 
meat  of  facts.  It  in  certain  that  the  increased  bnainess  of  tbe  future 
cannot  be  properly  done  by  the  present  force,  which  is  now  barely  ado- 
quate. 

Tostal-card  packages  are  registered  and  mailed  directly  from  tbe 
agency,  and  not  from  the  SpiingUeld  iKutt-oQIce,  in  like  manner  u 
stampe<l  envelopes  from  the  Hartford  agency,  and  for  the  same  reasooii. 

Tbe  estimate,  like  those  for  the  Xew  York  and  Hartford  ageocies,  whI 
with  similar  objects  in  view,  contains  an  item  of  $1,000  foe  expcoBes, 
agreeing  in  that  particular  with  tbe  appropriation  for  the  carreot  yeu. 

EEGI3TESED -PACKAGE  ENVELOPES,  J,OCKS,   AND  SBAL8. 

For  regis terctl-pack ago  piivdoiiM,  lock*,  and  BeoU ■ 9tO,l 

The  foregoing  estimate  is  for  the  same  amount  as  in  tbe  appropriati 
for  tbe  carrent  year.  The  amount  expended  for  these  purposes  dnrff 
tbe  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  187C,  was  837,159,01 ;  and,  considcril 
tbe  natural  increase  of  the  registry  busige^s,  the  estimate  will  not  ■ 
pear  unreasonable. 

POST-OFFICE  AND  DEAD-LETTEE  ENVELOPES. 
Fotpoat-bfilaoaaddcml-UttoTuiivdopes 9<3,i 

In  the  above  estimate,  post-office  and  dead-letter  envelopes,  now  i 
propriated  for  sc^parately,  arc  taken  together,  for  tbe  reason  that  b 
kinds  are  furuisbed  under  tbe  same  contract,  and  be(^a^He  tbe  dead-M 
ler  enTeloi)e  is  really  of  tlie  same  size  and  grade  as  one  of  tbu  item 
the  series  of  post-office  envelopes.  The  amount  appropriated  for  j 
office  envelopes  for  the  present  fiscal  year  is  $40,000,  and  for  deud-lel 
envelopes,  $2,150;  and  the  estimate,  being  for  the  aKgregatc  of  f 
two  amonnts,  shows  no  increase  over  present  appropriations.  The  a 
tract  ibr  these  envelopes,  like  that  for  registered  package  euroloi 
by  law,  let  for  one  year  only,  and  present  rates,  therefore,  are  no  a 
lute  criterion  for  tbo  future. 

Post-oiUce  envelopes  are  plain  [unstamped)  envelopes  usc<l  in  \ 
offices  for  official  bnsiuess,  and  dead-letter  envelopes  are  naed  for  reta 
ing  dead  letters  to  writers. 


811  ir, 
Sectious  3913,  :)97(},  3077,  and  39', 


D  WAY  LETXEBS. 


,  of  tbo  Itovised  Statutes  i 
this  np)>ropriation  necessary  to  provide  for  the  payment,  to  miu 
owners  of  vessels  not  regularly  engaged  iu  transporting  the  mails,  J 
letters  brongbt  and  delivered  at  the  post-office,  on  arrlial  in  port,  1 
trausmissiou  to  their  destination.    On  delivery  of  these  letters  tbe  pas 
addressed  pays,  in  addition  to  the  usual  postage,  the  nmonut  paid  to  t)  _ 
aaid  masters  or  owners;  consequently,  tbe  amonnts  paid  out  como  bade 
to  the  Department. 
The  amount  required  for  this  purpose  for  the  next  fiscal  year  is  tlfiOO,  . 
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El?aRAVIKG,  PRINTING,  AND  BINDING  DRAFTS  AND  WARRANTS. 

Under  this  bead  tlie  Department  is  supplied  with  its  drafts  and  war- 
rants used  in  paying  contractors  and  other  creditors,  and  for  the  collec- 
tion of  a  portion  of  the  balances  due  the  United  States  by  postmasters. 

The  amount  which  will  be  required  for  this  purpose  during  the  next 
fiscal  year  is  estimated  to  be  ^l^SOO. 

SU^IMARY  OP  ESTIMATES. 

The  amounts  estimated  to  be  required  by  this  bureau  for  service  of 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878,  as  compared  with  appropriations 
for  1870-77,  are  shown  by  the  following  table : 


Items. 


Postage-stAmps 

Expenses  of  agency 

Stamped  envelopes  and  wrappers 

Expenses  of  agency 

Postal  cards 

Expenses  of  agency 

Registered-package  envelopes,  &c , 

Post-office  and  dead-letter  envelopes 

Ship,  steamboat)  and  way  letters 

Engraving  and  printing  drafts  and  warrants 


Appropriated 
for  187C-'77. 


Total 


Increase  of  estimates,  (nearly  17  per  .cent.) 


$147,762 

6,900 

535,878 

16,300 

216, 760 

6,100 

40,000 

42, 150 

7,500 

1,500 


1,020,850 


Estimate  for 

1877-78. 


$150,747 

8,100 

616,  G35 

16,300 

303,771 

7,300 

40,000 

42,150 

7,500 

1,500 


1,194,003 
1,020,850 


173, 153 


OPEBATJONS  OP  THE  3X7BKAIT. 

The  operations  of  this  bnrean,  throaprh  its  different  divisions,  are 
fully  set  forth  by  the  following  detftiled  jstatements : 

DIVISION  OF  FINANCE. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jane  30, 1876,  there  were  famished  to 
this  division  3,811  contracts  for  mail-senice,  for  record  apon  its  books, 
and  8,312  orders  of  the  Postmaster-Qeneral  (an  increase  of  2,304  over 
last  year)  recognizing  mail-service  not  under  contract,  extending  or  cnr- 
tailing  service,  or  for  the  modification  of  previous  orders,  which  were 
also  recorded. 

These  contracts  and  orders  ftamish  complete  data  by  which  to  insure 
correct  payments  to  mail-contractors,  and  oonsequently  make  this  divis- 
ion a  perfect  check  on  the  other  oi^ces  that  pass  upon  contractors' 
accounts. 

Thirty  two  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  (32,850)  Auditor's  reports 
(an  increase  of  2,414  over  last  year)  for  pay  of  mail-contractors  and 
other  creditors  of  the  Department,  were  received,  verified,  recorded,  and 
paid. 

Cash  accounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements  were  kept  with  45 
Treasury  dei^ositories,  from  which  were  riBceived  980  transcripts  of  ac- 
counts, involving  the  sum  of  $10,552,8(f2.81,  against  which  sum  there 
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vnre  ilraTti,  ifgistercd,  and  posted  to  Uio  jirofier  nconnntiL,  I3,t 
niDt3,  (an  increase  ol'  l,ns  over  last  yejir.) 

These  warrHDtn,  escb  aoootDpaDl<>d  hy  a  cirrDlnr-n^cctpt,  were  r 
to  tbe  imyoea,  Mid  the  re«eiptc«,  vben  rftnmfd,  ent?ml  ujion  Ih«  1m 
to  show  the  dehvery  of  the  Wftrmut*. 

(Tnble  Ko.  1,  attached  to  this  rqmrt,  shows  the  oesh  tntnf 
Treaanr>-  depositories  in  detail.) 

To  facilitate  the  busineRROt  the  Department,  th«nnmti.-nil 
depositories  was  reduced  dnring  the  year  fWtin  !2f*  in  < 
receipts  and  di&bnrsenients  involve*)  the  sum  of  ^3.  • 
OS  follows:  BeceiptB   from  proceeds  of  the  depos:' 
•2,784,217.08;   from  col  lection  drafts  on  other  offlcKi.  ■:.-. ... 
from  deposits  by  other  ofRccfl,  $359,2!m,G9.    Against  the  agj 
cnmiilation  in  the  depositorieei,  there  were  drawn  atid  pool 
legitimate  acconuts  ll',44G  drafts,  (an  increase  of  1,188  over  li 
In  addition  to  the  amount  paid  out  npon  drafts,  (il,J9l,0r' 
anm  of  81,W7,77y.70  was  paid  to  ronte-agenta,  postal  elurfea,  ataiT-i 
seDgcFH,  letter-carriers,  &c.,  which  sum  entered  into  the  nccooot*  li 
with  the  depositories.  ^^ 

The  nnmbcr  of  statements  of  Recount  re<reivoil  from  the  postmasten 
at  these  100  dejiositories  dnrinp  the  year  was  1,;K)0. 

(Table  No.  C  of  thia  report  abowB  the  cash  transactionn  at  IVwt-Oflln 
depositories  in  detail.)  

The  number  of  depositing  offices  averaged  dtirii};. 
stunding  on  June  30,  1878,  at  3,683,  from  which   i 
received  8,90S  ccrtiflcatea  of  deposit,  lunouutiug  in  , 
85,192,681.43,  whieh   amount  was  duly  crediled   to   ; 
inakiug  tbe  deitosits. 

Tbe  number  of  circulars  sent  out  during  the  year  wna  10,200  j  I 
iinmber  of  <itiarterly  statements  of  account  furnished  to  iMMbaaMi 
wiis  1,775 ;  and  the  number  of  letters  received  aud  aeteil  upon  In  j 
transaction  of  the  business  of  the  divisiou,  together  with  those  writn 
exceeded  U,500. 

Ah  shown  by  the  foregoing,  there  liais  bii-n  ;i  „'.-iili;i1  increoite  in  t 
work  of  this  division,  aud,  in  lh»  n^iti  .enta,  it  will  t 

tinue  to  increase  in  the  future  at  :il>' 

The  present  force,  tlierefSre,  shimi  niion,  liiil.  on  fi 

contrary, should bu  iucroiuwd  u»  th<^'  ir  ■.  li'LiKioii  riH|air&| 

Division  op  POSTAGE-STAMPS,  E^'SLOPES,  AltD  PORTAI,  CAKBS. 

,  The  uamber  of  ordiaary  adhesive  iio.si;ii;<-  M-uunx  i** 
8  for  sale  to  the  public  during  i)m 
3,454;  of  uewspaper  and  pet:. 
ri4.7r>;  nl'  ordinary  wtauip''*!  ■  ■ 
■i|W     ^■^'.■•■iOJtlS.TI:     "f    strtrnpt..!    .■■! 


eiivMupcs  aud  via 

total  numlier  of  I,i' 

iinriTjuw  in  valni'  i  i 

IKTWUt.;  of  new!ip;i|i(T  ill).!  jicrmdi.-'iiKi^uiiji^.  ^li'li.^l.iJ.:;- .  _.  — _^^ 

cent.;  of  onliuai-y  »taiii|ied  oaveloyes,  gHaiu,  dJ;tl,207.3D,  ur  llJAl 

wilt.;  of  j^ieciul  ie4)ue8t  stamj[»ed  eoveloyea,  e:.'S7,fe9il»3,  «*1W|^ 
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cent ;   of  postal  cards,  $431,990,  or  40.14  per  cent. ;   and  of  official 
stamped  envelopes  and  wrappers,  $74,588.75,  or  21.03  per  cent 

There  was  a  decrease  of  $12,956.24,  or  4.50  per  cent.,  in  ordinary 
newspaper-wrappers,  and  of  $171^138.75,  or  20.49  per  cent.,  in  official 
postage-stamps. 

To  snm  np,  the  net  increase  in  the  valae  of  ordinary  issues  was 
$1,572,460.48,  or  6.47  per  cent. 

Tbe  increase,  inclading  the  issues  fof  official  use,  was  $1,475,910.48, 
or  5.79  per  cent. 

There  were  also  isstted  within  the  year  4,025,450  r^stered-package 
envelopes^  8,073,975  post-office  envelopes,  and  1,572,000  dead-loiter 
envelopes ;  total,  14^271,425. 

The  number  of  reqnirftions  filled  was  as  fdllows:  For  ordinary 
postage-stamps,  104,037 ;  for  newq^aper  and  periodical  stamps,  7,212 ; 
for  official  postage-stamps,  39,035 ;  for  ordinary  stamped  envelopes  and 
wrappeii9,  plain,  49,9<(9 ;  foir  qweial-reqnest  stamped  envelopes,  66,190 ; 
for  official  stamped  envdopes,  3,059 }  for  postal  cards^  43,103 ;  for  ufg- 
istered-paekage  envelopes,  41,040 ;  and  for  post-office  envelopes,  39,865. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  i^nisitk>ns  filled  daring  the  last  over 
the  previous  fiscal  year,  for  (nrdinary  postage^^amps,  was  6,865,  or  7 
per  cent. ;  for  newspaper  and  peviodicisd  stamps,  2,040,  or  39.4  per  cent ; 
for  ordinary  stamped  envelopes  and  wrappers,  plain,  6,296,  or  14.4  per 
cent ;  for  special-regnest  stomped  enTek>pes,  12,950,  or  24.3  per  cent ; 
for  official  stamped  envelopes,  130,  or  4.4  per  cent ;  finr  postal  cards, 
12,135,  or  39.1  per  cent. ;  for  regist^^-package  envelopes,  5,170,  or  14.1 
per  cent ;  and  for  post-office  envelopes,  3,940,  or  10.9  per. cent 

There  was  a  decrease  of  222  in  the  number  of  reqnisitioDS  for  official 
postage-stampSb 

The  total  ttombef  of  re^nisittens  filled  was  394,110,  a  net  ineivaise  of 
49,304,  or  14.2  per  cent 

Tho  nnmber  of  packages  of  ordinary  postage-stamps  forwarded  was 
105,343,  an  increase  of  6,695,  or  6.78  per  ee&t;  of  newspaper  and  peri- 
odical stamps.  7,093,  an  increase  of  1,920,  or  37.11  per  cent ;  of  ordinary 
stamped  env^opes  and  wrappers,  69/)19,  an  incnBase  of  6,920,  or  lULl 
per  cent ;  of  stamped  mvelopes  beming  a  retnnv-reqnest,  51,500,  an 
increase  of  9,301,  or  22.04  per  cent;  of  postal  cards,  53,231,  an  increase 
of  20,600,  or  63 J3  per  cent. ;  of  official  postage-stamps,  38,711,  an  in> 
crease  of  101,  or  2.6  per  cent;  of  official  stamped  envelopes  and  wrap- 
pers, 6,886,  an  increase  of  446,  or  6.92  per  cent;  of  registered-package 
envdopes,  42,440,  an  increase  of  5,210,  <nr  13 JO  p^  cent ;  and  of  post- 
office  envelopes,  40,436,  an  increase  of  4,004,  or  19l99  per  cent 

The  losses  in  transit  during  the  yeu*  were  nnnsoally  small,  connstiug 
of  fonr  i)aokages  of  postage-stan^is,  valued  at  $129 ;  one  package  of 
stamped  envelopes,  valued  at  $8.45 ;  and  two  packages  of  postal  cards, 
valued  at  $10.  This  trifling  losa  of  only  seven  packages,  valued  at 
$147.45,  out  of  331,783  packages,  representing  an  aggregate  value  of 
826,953,421.72,  famishes  an  exeelleat  illustration  of  the  reliability  of 
the  registry  system  as  a  means  of  conveyance  for  vidnable  matter. 

Under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23, 1874,  to  take  effect  Jan- 
uary 1, 1875,  requiring  prepayment  of  postage  on  newspapers  and  i>eri- 
odical  pnblicatioRS  mailed  ttim  known  offices  of  publication  or  ucwa- 
agencies  to  ntgnlar  scibsaribere  or  news-agents,  the  amount  of  postage 
collected  during  the  fiscal  year  was  $1,014,154^7,  or  $788,801.98  on 
30,444,599  pouuds  of  matter  at  2  cents  per  pound,  and  $225,202.29  on 
7,508,743  powMfo  at  3  cents  per  ponnd*  The  amount  collected  during 
the  mx  months  ending  June  30, 1875,  was  $486,443.49,  and  the  iucrease 
is  therefore  at  the  rate  of  $41,267.29,  or  4^24  percent  per  annum. 
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The  New  York  office  alone,  daring  the  year,  mailed  12,724,015  poant]-) 
at  2  cents  per  poand,  and  3,113,842  pounds  at  3  cents  per  pound,  a  total 
of  15,837,857  pounds  and  of  $347,895.50,  and  an  increase  at  the  rate  of 
812,280.24,  or  3.00  per  oent,  per  annnm. 

The  system  of  prepayment  of  second-class  matter  has  given  sach  gen- 
eral satisfaction,  and  is  so  manifestly  the  trne  one,  that  no  change  in 
the  present  law  is  recommended. 

Dnring  the  past  two  years  considerable  attention  has  been  given  t^ 
the  examination  of  mechanical  devices  and  so-called  indelible  inks  iu 
tended  for  the  better  cancellation  of  postage-stamps,  so  as  to  pieven: 
their. reuse,  but  without  satisfactory  results.  The  truth  is,  that  the 
only  means  of  preventing  frauds  in  the  use  of  washed  stamps  lies  in  tl" 
exclusive  use  of  stamped  envelopes,  which,  I  am  satisfied,  would  result ;:. 
an  annual  saving  to  the  postal  revenues  of  from  $1,000,000  to  $2,000,0(^ . 

^o  changes  in  the  series  of  postage-stamps  or  stamped  envelopes  ha  v. 
been  made  during  the  year,  except  the  addition  of  thel^o.  4^  commerc; 
size  stamped .  envelope,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  my  repon  * 
last  year,  and  of  centennial  envelopes,  to  be  alluded  to  presently* 

The  commercial  envelopes  have  fully  justified  the  expeotation  fors* 
of  them,  the  number  issued  during  the  year  being  17,051,750,  or  a  littl 
more  than  12  per  cent,  of  the  entire  number  of  envelopes  issued.    I 
popularity  this  size  already  ranks  next  to  the  fbU-letter  and  extra-lettt: 
sizes,  and  the  indications  are  that  it  will  take  the  lead  of  i>oth  of  the-^ . 

The  style  of  paper  and  design  of  postal  cards  were  changed  about  tl  • 
1st  of  October  of  last  year,  with  what  results  will  be  shown  in  the  i .. 
creased  issues. 

To  illustrate  the  process  of  manufacturing  stamped  enyelopesv  t- 
contractors  at  Hartford  early  in  the  year  proposed  to  put  one  of  x\.* 
improved  envelope -machines  in  the  space  devoted  to  the  PdstOtt. 
Department  in  the  Government  building  on  the  Oentenuial  grounds  :. 
Philadelphia,  and  keep  it  in  operation  during  the  continuance  of  t : 
exhibition  without  expense  to  the  Department.    The  propoaition  v .. 
accepted,  and  a  machine,  handsomely  ornamented,  was  in  almost  c«  ^ 
stant  operation,  during  exhibition  hours,  from  the  opening  on  the  !•" 
May  to  the  10th  November.    This  machine,  with  the  exception  of  c. . 
ting  the  blanks  or  patterns,  performs  the  entire  operation  of  mancf..' 
ture,  folding,  stamping,  gumming,  and,  if  desired,  printing  a  retur 
request.    Attached  to  it  is  an  automatic  counter,  separating  the  en\< 
lopes  into  packages  of  25. 

To  specially  distinguish  these  envelopes  there  was  adq[»ted  for  th«  * 
an  entirely  new  and  appropriate  design  of  stamp  in  the  form  of  a  shir 
inclosing  mounted  post-boy,  train  of  cars,  and  telegraph-pole  and  wir 
as  the  principal  figures.    The  paper  used  has  its  own  distinctive  wat*-: 
mark. 

These  envelopes  are  styled  centennial  stamped  envelopes.    They  n: 
of  two  sizes,  No.  3  full  letter,  and  No.  4ti  commercial ;  of  but  one  gra 
of  paper,  first  quality,  white  ^  and  of  but  one  denomination,  3  cents. 

The  design  is  the  same  on  both  sizes  of  envelopes,  the  only  differer'' 
being  that  the  full-letter  size  are  printed  in  green  and  the  oommenv 
in  vermilion. 

It  was  at  firfit  intended  to  confine  the  issne  of  these  Gnrelopes  to  t* 
post-ofiice  at  Philadelphia,  but  there  was  immediately  such  a  gener. 
demand  for  them  that  the  privilege  of  obtaining  them  was  extendeii  : 
every  post-office  in  the  country. ' 

The  issues  consisted  of  4,775,000  of  the  ftall-Ietter  size  and  4,227,00:^ 
the  commercial  size,  a  total  of  9,002,000,  of  which  S,201,250  were  r^  ' 
and  3,800,750  printed  with  special  retumrequests. 
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The  centennial  envelopes  were  farnished  by  the  contractors  at  the 
same  prices  as  the  corresponding  sizes  and  grades  of  the  ordinary  se* 
ries,  and  sold  to  the  pnblio  at  the  ordinary  rates. 

Their  issue  was  disoontinned  on  the  10th  November,  when  the  exhi- 
bition dosed;  but  those  outstanding  will  of  coarse  continue  to  be  valid 
for  postages. 

As  was  expected,  the  envelope-machine  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most 
attractive  features  of  the  Government  exhibit,  if  not  of  the  entire  exhibi- 
tion, being  constantly  surrounded  by  large  crowds  of  people  while  at 
work.  That  it  had  a  good  effect  in  encouraging  the  sale  of  stamped  en- 
velopes is  shown  by  the  fact  that  daring  five  consecutive  days  in  August, 
when  tiie  machine  was  idle  through  the  illness  of  one  of  the  operatives, 
the  sales  of  envelopes  at  the  centennial  branch  postH>ffice  fell  down  to 
an  average  of  $30  per  day  from  a  daily  average  of  $1Q0  for  the  fly^  df^^s 
immediately  preceding. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the  envelopes  were  pur- 
chased as  souvenirs,  and  will  never  be  used  for  postages. 

Another  interesting  feature  of  the  post-office  exhibit  at  the  Oenten- 
tennial  was  a  handsomely  itemed  collection  of  specimens  of  all  the 
postage-stamps  and  stamped  envelopes  ever  issued  by  the  Department. 

The  operations  of  the  stamp  division  are,  in  their  very  nature,  of  the 
highest  importance,  nearly  the  whole  revenue  of  the  Department  beipg 
derived  from  postage-stamps,  stamped  envelopes,  and  postal  cards. 

The  issues  during  the  last  fiscal  year  represented  a  value  of  nearly 
827,000,000,  and  the  expenditures  for  material  were  upwards  of  1.000,- 
000. 

To  properly  conduct  the  work  of  the  division  requires  the  greatest 
caro  and  fidelity,  to  the  exercise  of  which  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  bear 
the  most  flattering  testimony.  As  the  principsd  business  of  the  divi- 
sion consists  in  filling  requisitions,  so  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
requisitions  may  be  acoepted  as  a  criterion  of  the  increase  of  work. 
There  is,  of  course,  much  incidental  work  in  conducting  the  necessary 
correspondence,  in  the  preparation  of  permanent  records,  the  auditing 
of  postmasters^  rotums  of  official  stamps  and  envelopes,  the  a^just- 
ment  of  damaged  and  unsalable  stock  roturned,  and  of  losses  by  firo 
and  in  the  mails,  and  in  other  details  not  necessary  to  be  specified;  all 
of  which  work  incroases  irith  the  number  of  requisitions  handled. 

As  beforo  stated,  the  total  number  of  requisitions  filled  during  the 
last  fiscal  year  was  394,110,  or  an  increase  at  the  rate  of  14.2  per  cent, 
over  the  previous  year.  The  increase  over  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1873,  was  184,874,  or  a  little  over  88  per  cent,  so  that  the  requi- 
sitions have  nearly  doubled  within  a  period  of  three  years.  During 
this  time  the  increase  of  clerical  force  has  not  kept  pace  with  the  in- 
crease of  work ;  and,  indeed,  the  division  has  recently  suffered  a  slight 
decrease  in  numbers  in  contributing  its  quota  to  the  reductions  occa- 
sioned by  Congress  at  it  last  session— a  diminution  that  it  was  but 
illy  able  to  sustain. 

The  work  is  now  carried  on  only  through  extraordinary  effort;  and  it 
is  very  certain  that  additional  help  will  be  necessary  to  properly  con- 
duct it  in  the  future,  and  equally  certain  that  it  would  be  mistaken  econ- 
omy to  withhold  any  of  the  force  required  for  work  of  this  character. 

DIVISION  OF  DEAD-I.ETTEBS. 

The  number  and  description  of  letters  received  and  disposed  of  in  this 
division  during  the  year,  and  the  value  and  character  of  the  contents, 
are  fully  shown  by  tables  Nos.  10, 11,  and  12,  submitted  herewith  for 
your  consideration. 
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1  reeetwd  is  sEplaiiad  bjr  I 


Tti«  i\'Oui)tioti  ill  tbn  uumbcr  of  letteni  i 
facts, It^,  tltiiL tlittQftO  nf  cuvulopes bearing  roqaeatBorb 
is  becomiag  more  gciid'al,  niifl  tbiui  postiuaHtani  «ro  aoMHAad  to  n 
-  uu  iucrPneM  nuiuterof  unclaimed  lettcrsdirect  to  the  writr~  "' 
increased  cBicieuey  of  the  lotter-iarrior  service  iu  large  citi 
tlii^  uctioo  or  tliis  oQice  ia  calling  the  ntteution  of  postmasters  to  a 
uf  intBtreatment  or  cornftpondonco,  and  Uicreby  ikroriding  aealast  a 
r«iwl!tion  of  tbe  error.  The  lu-exent  manner  of  treating  hold-far-pootice 
letlvi'S,  whiob  iras  introduced  in  April,  187S,  nnd  referred  tu  in  injr  iHt 
ivport,  \tT.,  bclding  them  inUie  deadiettcr office unopeiwd, and rei|awi' 
iug  ttwiiddresiieca  to  furuiobtlieneocfisary  postage,  lias inxireii  a aaeoM 
ill  tliix,  tliat  tbe  Dojiartmout  iion' rccetTes ita reieono  apon  **-'-  -'tw  -f 
lirttei'8,  luid  yet  does  not  cncoumgo  the  non-piiyment  of  postage  bjr  tbe 
tvriti^rK,  the  delay  in  delivery  being  a  HuSicieut  bardshiptiouicitflpnMtcf 
])ior,iulj<iii  in  jmstiiig  lotk>rs.  Ul'  the  307,£i5g  bold-far>p(MttS0B  leOen 
i-ei-elvetl,  20,:^.'}5  vere  either  also  misdirected  or  addicwed  to  fioniicD 
I'Diiiitries  to  which  prepayment  of  postage  in  imperative,  and  besm 
wore  opened  nnd  retorned  to  the  writers;  278>,367  vere  treated  wUh 
luiMtKt  to  addressees,  and  of  tbeso  203,203  were  soceeacifully  (" 
unojiened ;  the  balaueo,  G8,^l,  were  tiually  opened,  after  1 
Iiekl  the  ukuuI  period  snbject  to  the  order  of  tbe  addiesseea..fl 
of  I'onrBO,  some  complaint  made  to  the  office  against  this  pla 
not  aiiqiriding,  for  most  persons  who  receive  notice  of  tlie  d 
these  letters  woald  bu  glad  to  bave  them  promptly  forwarded  and  I 
the  deficient  {kostage  on  delivery,  and  hence  cannot  nee  the  propi 
the  delay  imi>oscd  by  tbe  Dopiirtment.  But  the  syMem  ba.s  pruvi-al 
be  less  olijeclionablo  to  the  public  than  tbe  former  one,  and  is  belief 
to  be  the  beet  tliat  can  be  deAised  nnder  Uio  present  law  roiiniring  ■ 
payment  of  at  least  one  Ibll  rate  on  all  letters  mailed.  Tbu  af 
material  reduction  in  the  value  of  lottoiii  rerrivcd  duriiiir  tbu  i 
explained  by  the  fact  that  so  many  of  the^u  :  .  ^vhicb  j 

always  proportionately  more  vaJnable  tbu" 
ojMuied  during  the  year.  Every  thing  of  vjili- 
if  ]K>iifiible ;  and  in  case  of  valuabto  loti  i : 
delivered  is  very  large;  but  of  pm  ) 

which  the  sender  is  not  allowed  t»  v  t  ii,d  dst 

ernd  is  mnch  leas.    An  cSbrt  has  I"  over  mxim 

cine  to  tbe  owner-s  and  with  such  Mi  It-a  ujdat 

auction  in  January  last,  but  one  hofi  £iLi1j.-x.'iiucijiI.\  t'l^ii  .liipUcd  for,  aad 
that  was  a  registered  package.  The  present  lav ,  passed  since  tlio  okse 
of  the  year,  allowing  the  senders  of  third-clai«  maUvr  to  write  Uieir 
natnes  upon  the  wrapiiera,  will  make  tbe  rotuni  uf  sneb  matter  mai^ 
more  fcasiUc. 

1  would  repent  my  recommendation  of  Uxt  year,  tbnt  some  means  bit 
adopted  for  ascertaining  approximately  the  nnmhor  nr  Ii.<:teni  u 
the  United  States  annually.     Not  only  wi  ;  '  ' 
greatly  to  tbe  value  of  the  statiatics  of  tin; 
means  of  contrasting  the  number  delivon.i 
sert-e  to  silence  tbe  few  irrltabhi  persons  «! 
the  wboUs  I'oBt-Offlce  eatabliehment  wbencvn  ;i  s):\^'..<   lirter  i 
rcucb  its  destination  with  tlie  Qsnnl  di»pateh,  no  mutter  wlieiherl 
writer  deposited  it  in  a  street  letterbox  or  the  town  pn 

'I'lii.-  \\\><>\r  luiriiber  of  a))plicatioii3  made  t"  Mus  oilir' 
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tei3  duriag  the  year  wad  8^405,  and  in  2|975  of  these  cases  the  searcli 
waH  soecessfol. 

The  amoaat  of  money  taken  tcom  letters  which  could  not  be  reHtorcd 
to  the  owner  was  $69052.53.  Amount  realized  from  sale  of  Dead-Letter 
Office  property  at  auction  in  January  last,  $2,853^17. 

DIVISION  OF  HEaiSTEBED  LETTERS. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  hist<Nry  of  the  registered-letter  system  this 
office  presents  a  detailed  statement  of  its  operations.  Table  No.  13, 
accompanying  this  report,  riiows  the  number  of  domestic  and  foreign 
letters  roistered  in  each  State  and  Territory,  together  with  the  fees 
received  thereon,  ior  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jnne  30, 1876. 

Four  millioo  seven  thousand  dght  hundred  and  seventeen  letters 
were  registered  daring  the  year,  and  tlie  fees  received  thereon  amonnted 
to  9335,410.60.  An  dialysis  of  this  gratifying  aggregate  shows  that  of 
the  letters  registered  upon  whkdi  fees  were  paid  3,198,931  were  domes- 
tic ;  155,235  were  sent  to  foreign  countries ;  and  653,651  were  trans- 
mitted through  the  mails  without  payment  of  the  registry  fee.  All 
the  packages  of  postage^tamps,  stamped  envelopes,  and  postal  cords 
sent  by  the  Department  to  postmasters  are  included  in  the  free  list. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  number  of  letters  registered  in 
each  State  and  Territory  daring  the  year,  viz : 


AlAbama 41,110 

AikansaB 33,085 

California 100,964 

Colorado 28,629 

Connecticnt 17G,101 

D^aware (5,211 

Florida 21,725 

Geocgia , I»,g30 

lUinois 263,934 

Indiana 150,673 

Iowa 168,625 

Kansas 68,931 

Kentucky 60,057 

LouisiAna 51,335 

Maine 76,717 

Maryland 42,866 

Blassacbnsetts  .: 184.603 

Michigan 154.604 

Minnesota 83,625 

Blissiasippi 46.043 

Missouri 153,490 

Nebraska 4H.914 

Keyada 20,5(» 

New  Hampahirti 40,043 

Now  Jersey 56,347 

The  losses  of  registered  matter  have  been  very  smalL  Of  the  total 
number  of  letters  transmitted,  only  1,049,  or  abont  one  in  every  4,000, 
were  absolntely  loet.  These  losses  occnrred  from  various  causes ;  some 
by  robberies  of  the  mail,  others  by  the  burning  of  i>ostal  cars  and  of 
post-offices— most  of  them  by  unavoidable  casualties  to  the  service — and 
no  trace  of  the  letters  or  their  contents  ever  obtained. 

The  revenues  of  the  Department  from  the  registered-letter  system 
can,  I  am  confident,  be  materially  increased,  but  it  cannot  be  done  with- 
out the  employment  of  an  additional  force  of  clerks.  If  postmasters 
were  fully  and  promptly  supplied  with  blanks  and  instructions,  enabling 
them  to  comply  wiUi  all  applications  to  register  letters,  there  would  bio 
at  once  a  large  increase  in  the  business.    With  the  present  available 


New  York 602,499 

North  Carolina 72,54'i 

Ohk> 230,256 

Oregon 18,476 

PeonsylvaniA 274,940 

Rhode  Island 17,302 

SoathGaroUna 36,056 

TeoseMM 61,195 

Tcflua S6,807 

Vermont 51,701 

Virginia 70,177 

West  Virginia 38,746 

Wisconsin 146, 197 

Alaska  Territory 166 

Arizona  Territoiy 5,053. 

Dakota  Territory 10,466 

District  of  Colombia 81,260 

Idaho  Territory 7,446 

Indian  Territory 4,911 

Montana  Territory 9,047 

New  Mexico  Territory 8, 252 

Utah  Territory 17,4:« 

Washington  Territory 8,493 

Wyoming  Tocritory 10,163 
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forf^G  it  is  imiiossible  to  do  tliis,    I  therefore  earnestly  recomnwi 
increase  oror  tlic  numt>er  now  cmployetl,  of  nne  derk  of  class 
tivo  of  class  cue,  nud  two  labcfrers.     WitU  this  additioDal  exiKtt) 
about  $6,500  a  year,  I  do  not  heeitate  to  say  tbal  the  fees  could  ' 

creased  ao  that  the  revenaes  from  the  registnttioa  of  lett«T?i  wi . 

nithiD  three  years  at  the  loiigest,  amount  to  at  least  a  half  iniUibD  dol- 
lars annually. 

An  important  feature  tins  been  added  to  this  bmm'a  «(  lli>-     cni.i 
during  the  past  year  by  the  introduction  of  the  '■  throu;,']  i 
system,"  which  was  established  July  1, 1ST5,  uud  isuo\^ 
ntioD  throughout  varions  sections  of  the  comitry;  cm' 

twenty -eight  pouch  offices,  Beveut«en  of  which  escliaii^       .  . 

York  office.    The  advantagesarising  from  the  system  cuvei';i  Ijtgc  stlil 
of  detail ;   but  I  may  brielly  say^  that  having  been  snbjectoil  to  a  most, 
thorough  and  critical  test,  it  is  found  to  have  eminently  fiilQIled  tbo  ob- 
jects for  which  it  was  inaugurated,  to  wit,  aflbrding  additioaal  protee 
tiouto  valuable  registered  matter  in  transit;  relieving  the  railway  nuil- 
service  on  main  lines  by  preventing  accnmulatiou  of  registered  packagn; 
limiting  the  possibility  of  tampering  with  registered  packaKe.'^i  "od  ^'^ 
the  field  of  investigation  in  case  of  its  occurrence ;  inaurini:  >    : 
of  trauEmissiou  between  terminal  points:  preventing  nnmev<< 
lings  of  registered  packages  and  hurried  transfers  at  connec!  in 
and  in  short,  clearly  establishing  the  fact,  as  shown  by  its  •';  i 
since  its  inauguration,  tl^t  it  is  productive  of  excellent  rf\ri;  - 
furnishes  a  fouudatfou  on  which  to  improve  the  registered  K-P-  r  ■•. 
tem,  and  extend  its  benefits  to  the  public  and  the  service. 

Appendedtothisparagraph  isaschednle,  showingtho total  1^1)^    i 
through  registered  pouches  received  and  dispatched,  together  l^  ■ 
total  number  of  registered  pocknges  received  and  sent  from  i ;     :  ■  ■ 
office  at  Kow  i'orkCity,  from  July  2,  I8Tu,to  JuneSO,  ISiG,  u.-.  ,i  ,,  u;, 
indication  of  the  workings  andimjporCauco  of  the  Bystcm. 

Schedule. 

Regalnt  pouclips  ooul 4.Z>l^  i '>'Diiib«rorp>c1u)£titiiiuit IK.MJ 

.  Regnlar  poucliw  ntwived 4,380  j  Nuiubor  of  i>*cksga  re«inr«I.._      77.Me 

Trauiit  pouuliee  rouilvod 3,470  j  Number  of  loKkagw  io  tnmsit..     U,:B 

TotaJ  p«udie«  IiuiiUnl 10,437j     tulol  packaged  in  pouclics ii"'..-!: 

In  tlic  very  elaborate  and  satisfactory  retort  accompanying  ' 
exhibit  from  the  office  referred  to,  the  postmaster  thereat  take  -  ■ 
to  say  that,  with  an  average  of  nearly  twenty-nine  ]i;ick;i-i 
pouch,  or  an  average  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  i 
daily,  (Sundays  included,)  not  a  single  loss  or  om^i 
urgently  recximmends  the  cstonsion  of  the  system  :  1 1 

of  the  country  where  needed.    Similar  reports  have  b-. .    __ _  _ 

all  the  ctlior  ofliccs,  reiterating  in  substance  what  has  already  hcuu  &iJ4, 
in  commendation  of  the  *'  through  registered  pouch  Dystcm." 

DlTtSIOK  OV  yiLRS,  EBCOBDS,  AND  KUUi. 

The  number  of  ofB<-ial  letters  received  and  disposed  of  by  this  fliviaoti 
during  tbo  year  amounted  to  023,000. 

Of  the  number  received  29,S12  »vere  briefed,  recorded,  and,  after lieins 
acted  upon,  iilcd;  and  T,20G  letters  written  in.thoibaTeaa  V£i:9.^J>iedj 
enveloped,  and  stamped  for  maillpg. 
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The  number  of  circulars  stamped  and  sent  out  was  137,600. 
The  number  of  employ<3s  in  this  division  is  only  four:  and,  takipg  into 
consideration  that  three  of  them  were  at  times  engaged  on  other  duties, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of  work  performed,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  employed,  has  been  extremely  largo. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

EDWARD  W.  BAEBEE, 
Tliird  Am^nt  Pofimaster-OeneraU 
Hon.  Jas.  K  Tyneb, 

Postmast^'  Oeneral. 


Estimate  of  indebtedness  of  the  Post- Office  D^artment  for  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 167G| 

not  yet  adjusted. 

nalances  doe  foreign  conntries $33,253  20 

MaU-service  under  contract  or  recognized,  bat  not  yet  reported  for  pay- 
ment   '. 989,069  GO 

jtfail-seryice  unrecognized — 

FiBcal  year  ended  June  30, 1875 $198,744  00 

Fiscal  year  ended  Juno  30, 1876 154,280  85 

353,024  85 

EDWABD  W.  BARBER, 
Third  Aisistant  Postnmter^aiertil 
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Table  ihowing  tit  incmie  and  dtoroaie  nf  poat-offioet  in  Ihe  itvtral  Statm  a*i  ZWrUonw; 
al»o  the  nitmbtr  nf  p(uU>Moa  at  wAicb  appoiatatenit  are  atadeiif  tbe  Prttidtnt  and  lytki 
FoMimailer-General for  ihc  year  enrled  June  30,  18TC. 
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Foai^fiices. 

Postmastors. 

1 

•                                                                               • 

states  aod  Torrltoriea. 

1 

1 

a 

s 

t 

^ 

a" 

Hi 

< 

Besiencdand  com- 
miaiuons  expired. 

01 

1 

a 

I 

AlftbftQA-  .......  ..rx-      rr--       

65 

54 

9 

7 

151 

45 

8 

SW 

Alaska 

Arizona.  .................r.r ,-r, »--, 

6 
83 
68 
37 
11 
24 

S 

9 

50 

36 

13 

2 

9 

1 

3 
12 
30 

H 
9 

1 
3 

3 
2 
19 
7 
1 

■'■3' 

7 
125 
139 
62 
36 
38 
10 

"33' 
14 
5 
3 

8 

1 

7 
7 
S 

4 
3 

1 

26 

^rkansa^......  ........^. ,-»,. t »-- 

319 

California 

277 

Colorado .* 

127 

COUDM^tiCnt............  ......  r--r-rT*---r.T 

65 

TWkota 

83 

Delaware 

17 

District  of  Colombia    

Florida 

31 
71 
10 
80 
63 
10 
63 
78 
83 
31 

as 

27 

7 
50 
47 
40 
77 

6 
57 

5 

5 

8 
10 
40 
138 
39 
38 
80 

1 

56 
08 
95 

6 

5 
•100 

9 
79 
49 

6 

15 
39 
4 
58 
34 
6 

45 

3^ 

35 

24 

5 

14 

1 

97 

20 

94 

92 

12 

39 

1 

3 

7 

4 

20 
49 
14 
15 
36 
I 

20 

Gd 

48 

6 

1 

63 

16 

44 

27 

9 

5 
7 

2 

5 

48 

193 

11 

315 

314 

8 

217 

250 

159 

69 

55 

»3 

23 

158 

133 

105 

249 

15 

98 

8 

35 

37 

16 

991 

149 

978 

68 

299 

7 

84 

156 

239 

19 

33 

180 

39 

99 

176 

19 

13 
18 

1 
33 
35 

4 

49 
35 
45 
25 

5 

5 

7 
2H 
29 
24 
81 

9 
27 

6 

7 
15 

7 
70 
48 
81 

4 
83 

2 

6 
23 
31 

7 
14 
20 

1 

12 
90 

1 

3 

6 

90 
1 

7 

11 

8 

9 

11 

4 

1 

8 

1 

6 

17 

I 

4 

6 

3 

30 

12 

91 

9 

36 

1 

""19 

16 

3 

2 

11 

'"'i' 

6 

1 

115 

Georgia...... 

857 

Idaho 

96 

lilinola 

25 
.10 

2 
17 
37 

9 

6 

4 
11 

7 
14 
10 

5 
19 

3 
14 

1 

1 

8 

93 

5 

4 
2 

7 

7 
4 
5 

"'ii' 
1 

530 

Indiana ..r.r.^- 

476 

TndlaD  Territorv ...r t. - 

31 

Iowa .*. 

396 

Kannaa 

449 

KfiBtnolcT T.--,.-r 

339 

TionifiianA -.»^--T,r»--- 

150 

Haioe •. 

93 

Marrland  -,-.», -^ ,-rT, 

143 

'M'ajmnr.linfiAtf A    

46 

Michioran -... 

285 

Minnesota .« 

248 

MissiasiDDi 

204 

Missonri  ...............r...-.--r - 

535 

4*; 

Nebraska 

9» 

23 

H&w  HAmTMliire    ..............................   ... 

54 

6 
1 

15 

15 

14 
8 

36 
1 
5 
9 

10 
1 
7 

90 
5 
6 

14 
2 

"'i' 

12 

9 

6 
18 
...... 

5 
5 
1 
6 
3 
4 
9 
13 
1 

79 

New  Mexico   

41 

306 

North  Carolina 

404 

447 

Oreffon  . ................................. 

135 

572 

Rhode  Island ...-t ,r 

13 

171 

Tenn^uee ................................... 

366 

439 

Tjtah 

49 

tt 

Vircinia  — 

>I00 

Woshinston.  ................>•....«......... 

70 

West Vlririnla 

239 

285 

Wvominff ... .. ...........••..........••••.•• 

n 

Total 

1,993 

1,157 

446 

951 

5^149 

1,045 

333 

M.i)i 

792 
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REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITOR  OF  THE  TREASURY  FOR  THE 

POST-OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 


Office  of  the  Auditor  op  the  Trjeasury 

FOR  THE  POST-OFFICB  DBPABTMENT, 

October  23, 1870. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  annnal  rcjiort  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Post-Office  Department,  together  with 
the  operations  of  this  office  in  connection  therewith,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  Juno  30, 1876. 

Collection  of  post-office  revenues. 

The  number  of  post-offices  in  operation  during  the  year  was  36,495, 
which  are  classified,  under  the  regulations  adopted  for  the  government 
of  the  Department,  chapter  25,  sections  352  to  368,  inclusive,  as  follows: 
special  offices,  depositing  offices,  depository  and  draft  offices,  and  col- 
lection offices. 

The  following-named  offices  are  denominated  depositories  or  draft 
offices,  and  are  required  by  the  Postmaster-General  to  receive  and  retain, 
subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  Department,  the  funds  of  certain  adjacent 
offices,  as  well  as  the  revenues  of  their  own,  viz : 


Adrian,  Mich.,  J.  H.  Foe. 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  J.  F.  Snijrtb. 
Albia,  Iowa,  J.  H.  Morris. 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  Beni.  Conloy. 
An  bam,  N.  Y.,  J.  B.  Richardsou. 
Augusta,  Me.,  H.  H.  Hamliu. 
Austin,  Tex.,  H.  B.  Kinney. 
Bangor,  Me.,  A.  B.  Famhani. 
Batavia,  N.  Y.,  Wni.  Tyrrell. 
Bay  City,  Mich.,  T.  C.  Phillips. 
Bingbamtou,  X.  Y.,  £.  B.  Stephens. 
Burlington,  Vt.,  B.  J.  Derby. 
Charleston,  111.,  J.  A.  Miles. 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  N.  B.  Sherwiu. 
Columbus,  Ohio,  J.  M.  Comly. 
Concord,  N.  II.,  J.  E.  Larkin. 
Decorah,  Iowa,  A.  K.  Bailey. 
Denver,  Colo.,  E.  C.  Sumner. 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  J.  S.  Clark. 
Detroit,  Mich.,  J.  H.  Kaple. 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  G.  L.  Torbert. 
East  Saginaw,  Mich.,  T.  Saylor, 
Elroira,  N.  Y.,  C.  G.  Fairman. 
Evansville,  Ind.,  T.  R.  McFerson, 
Fort  Dmlge,  Iowa,  N.  M.  Pago. 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  J.  J.  Kiiniiii. 
Grand  RapidH,  Mich.,  A.  B.  Turner. 
Hurrisburgh,  Pa.,  M.  W.  McAlarey. 
Hartford,  Couh.,  J.  II.  Buruham. ' 
Houghton,  Mich.,  F.  A.  Douglas. 
Houston,  Tex.,  T.  H.  Scanlon. 
HuntsviUe,  Ahi.,  J.  D.  Sibley. 
Indiann)>oIis,  Ind.,  W.  R.  HoUoway. 
Iowa  City,  Iowa,  M.  H.  Brainanl.  ' 
.Jacksonville,  Fla.,  M.  Govin. 
Jamestown,  X.  V.,  A.  M.  Clark. 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  L.  B.  Kendall 
Keone,  N.  H.,  A.  Smith. 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  J.  C.  Parrott. 
Kuoxvillc,  Tenn.,  Wm.  Rule. 


La  Fayette,  Ind.,  J.  L.  MiUer. 
LanalDg,  Mich.,  8.  D.  BlDghoni. 
Leavenworth,  Kans.,  D.  K.  AntboDy. 
Lexington,  Ky.,  U.  K.  Milwanl. 
Lima,  Ohio,  C.  Parmenter. 
Louisville,  Ky.,  L.  M.  Porter. 
Madison,  Wis.,  E.  W.  Keyes. 
Malone,  N.  Y.,  J.  J.  Seaver. 
Marquette,  Mich.,  S.  M.  Billings. 
Marsnalltown,  Iowa,  E.  N.  Chapin. 
Meadville,  Pa.,  L.  D.  WiUiams. 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  J.  Deloach. 
Milwaukoo*,  Wis.,  H.  C.  Payne. 
Mobile,  Ala.,  T.  C.  Bingham. 
Montgomerv,  Ala.,  J.  J.  Mai-tiu. 
Montpelier.'Vt.,  J.  W.  Clark. 
Blount  Plejvsant,  Iowa,  G.  W.  McAdam. 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  H.  W.  Ilasslock. 
Newark,  N.  J.,  W.  Ward. 
New  I^dford,  ^lass.,  T.  Coggeshall, 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  N.  D.  ISperry. 
Norwich,  N.  Y.,  E.  B.  Barrett. 
Ogdcnsburgh,  N.  Y.,  R.  G.  Pettiboue. 
Glean,  N.  Y.,  J.  G.  Johnson. 
Omaha,  Nebr.,  C.  E.  Yost. 
Peoria,  111.,  .1.  S.  Stevens. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  E.  C.  Negley. 
Plattsburgli,  N.  Y.,  If.  S.  I^ansom. 
Portland,  Me.,  C.  W.  Goddard. 
Portsmouth,  N.  II.,  E.  G.  Pierce. 
Portsmouth,  Ohio,  L.  Adair. 
Providence,  R.  I.,  C  R.  Brayton. 
Italeigh,  N.  C,  AV.  W.  Holdeu. 
Richmond,  Va.,  E.  L.  Van  Lew. 
Rochester.  N.  Y.,  D.  T.  Hunt. 
Rutland,  Vt.,  A.  H.  Tuttlo. 
Saint  Albans,  Vt.,  B.  D.  Hopkins. 
Saint  .Johnsbury,  Vt.,  C.  P.  Carpenter. 
Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  David  Day. 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  J.  M.  Boalt, 
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•SavaDnah,  Ga.,  J.  G.  Clark. 
ScrantoD,  Pa.,  J.  A.  ScrantoD. 
Springfield,  UL,  J.  L.  Crane. 
Steubenvillo,  Ohio,  J.  BI.  Becd. 
Springfield,  Mass.,  H.  C.  Lee. 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  A.  C.  Chase. 
Taunton,  Mass.,  £.  E.  Fuller. 
Torre  Haute,  Ind.,  N.  Filllieck. 
Toledo,  Ohio,  P.  H.  Darling. 
Towanda,  Pa.,  S.  W.  Alvord. 


Urbana,  Ohio,  D.  C.  Mitt. 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  C.  H.  Hopkins. 
Watertown,  N.  Y.,  W.  G.  Williams. 
Wellsboiough,  Pa.,  G.  W.  Merrick, 
k  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  C.  J.  Rawliug. 
Williamsport,  Pa.,  R.  Hawley. 
Winona,  Minn.,  D.  Sinclair. 
WooBter,  Ohio,  A.  S.  McClure. 
Worcester,  Mass.,  J.  Pickett. 
Zaoe^YiUo,  Qto,  it  C,  Bouglos. 


The  following  officers  receive  and  retain,  subject  to  the  warrants  of 
the  Post-Office  Department,  the  fanda  of  ^Qb  pOSt-oS^es  as  aiTQ  la- 
strncted  to  deposit  in  their  hands,  viz : 

The  Ti-eoBurer  of  thii  Uuitcd  Staies,  at  WasUngUm,  D^  Qx-ssJU  AsMm^  Vc^o^Xm  of 

th^  Uniki  SUU€9  at 


Now  York,  N.  Y. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
New  Orleans,  La. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


Philadelphia,  fft, 
Boston,  Mass. 
Charleston,  Q^  Q. 
Chicago,  HL 


One  hundred  post-offices  are  draft  offices,  and  doring  the  Tear  paid 
19,446  drafts,  issued  by  the  Postmaster-Genera!,  ooanterskjiiea,  entered, 
and  sent  out  by  the  Auditor,  for  sums  in  the  aggregate  of.... il,(jG8, 000  14 

Twenty-six  hundred  and  slxty'Siz  are  deposit  offices,  a  portion  of  which 
during  the  year  deposited  with  the  Txeasorec  and  Assistant  Treas- 
urers of  tho  United  States  the  sum  of 4,301,107  34 

Thirty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eii^htyoseven  offices  are  collection 
offices,  and  paid  on  collection-orders  issued  to  mail-contraotoirs  thfi 
sum  of 4,373,13Q  JC 

Two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifteen  offices  are  special  offices,  and 
derive  their  mail  supplies  by  the  payment  of  the  revenne  of  their 
offices  therefor,  amounting  to 52, 174  49 

Three  thousand  eight  hnndrod  and  seventy-nine  post-offices  are  supplied 
by  mail-messengers,  for  which  service  there  was  paid  dnring  the 
yeju- ,,,,.       C32jG48  03 

Revenue  account  of  tlie  Post-Oj^ce  Deparim^t 

The  receipts  of  the  Department  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876. 

were 828,644,197  50 

Tho  amount  pLiced  in  the  Treasury  for  the  service  of  the 

Department  for  the  fiscal  year,  being  grants  in  aid  of 

the  revenue,  under  tho  following  acts  Qf  Cqi^^^c^s, 

were : 
Under  tho  second  section  of  tho  act  approved  March  3, 
.  1875,  for  mail-steamship  service  between  San  Fran- 
cisco, Japan,  and  China $500,000  00 

Under  the  second  section  of  the  act  approved  March  3, 

1875,  for  uiail-steamshix)  service  between  the  United 

States  and  Brazil 

Under  tho  a.ct  approved  June  12,  1876,  private  No.  51,  to 

pay  Jackson  T.  Sorrells  for  carrying  the  mails  inNorUi 

Carolina  in  18G3 

Under  the  first  section  of  tho  act  approved  March  3, 

1871,  for  supplyiu;;  deficiency  in  tue  revenue  of  tho 

Post-Ofilcc  Departniout  lor  the  fiscxJ  year  ended  June 

30,  1871 

Under  tho  third  section  of  tho  act  approved  March  3, 

1871,  for  snpx^Iying  deficiency  in  too  revenue  of  tho 

I'ost-Ofllce  Department  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Juno 

30,1872 

Under  tho  third  section  of  the  act  approved  June  23, 


37,500  OQ 


53  80 


14, 146  3d 


3, 393  98 


1874,  for  sivpplying  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  tho 
Post-Ofilce  department  for  tho  fisca]  yei|^  ep4ed  Juno 
30,  1875 ....; 


533,488  87 
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Under  tbo  thircl  acction  of  tbo  act  approved  March  3, 
1*575,  for  supplyinR  dcHclency  in  tho  revenne  of  tbo 
Post-Ofiico  Departinout  for  tbo  fiscal  i-car  opded  Jqdo 

30,1870 $4,000,000  00 

$5,088,583  03 

A<;gregat6  of  rovenncs  and  grants 33,732,7e0  53 

Tbe  cxpeuditures  of  tbo  Department  for  tbo  fiscal  year  ended  Jono  30, 
187(5, were 33,3G3.4i37  &3 

Excess  of  receipts 4(39,292  95 

Tbe  balance  standing^  to  tbo  credit  of  tbe  revenne  ac- 
coant  at  tbo  close  of  tbe  fiscal  year  ended  Jane  30, 
1870,  was $3,591,851  06 

Add  anionnt  of  credits  balance  accounts  closed  by  "  sus- 
pense'' to  close  of  fiscal  year 332,400  20 

Totel 2,924,257  26 

Pedact  amount  of  debit  balances  closed  by  "  bad  debt " 
and  "  compromise  "  accounts  to  close  of  fiscal  year.. .        960,768  64  • 


u. 


Leaving  to  tbe  credit  of  tbe  revenne  account $1,957,488  63 

Tbis  amount  includes  all  balances  now  in  suit  and  ^u  tbe  luOids  of  ]K>etmaaters. 

TJie  net  retenue  of  the  Department  ft-om postages,  being  the  aggregate  <^  haloMca  dite  the  United 
States  by  postmasters  on  the  adfustmeiU  of  their  quarterly  acoount9  for  the  ytar,  afier 
deducting  their  compensation  and  the  expenses  of  their  offices,  foas: 

For  tbe  quarter  ended  September  30, 1875 $3,661,106  53 

For  tbo  quarter  ended  December  31,  1875 4.026.296  89 

For  tbe  quarter  endwl  Marcb  31,  1870 4.221,410  06 

For  tbo  quarter  ended  Jane  30, 1870 - 3,7b6,a>3  19 

Total.... 15,694,866  07 

— — — ■         -i» 

The  amount  of  tetter-postages  paid  in  money  teas: 

For  tbo  quarter  ende<l  September  30,  1875 $49..'»39  '.M 

For  tluMiuarter  ended  December  31,  1875 J5*',  9:^7  7'.» 

For  tilt' quarter  ended  Marcb  31,1^70 , (m,  .M"*  l>7 

For  t]«o  quarter  endud  June30,  IcTTO 50,700  ;r7 

Total 2\>4,7l»2  37 


Thi-  amount  of  s(aiHj)<»,  stamped  enrelopes,  newspaper  and  periodical  stamps^  postal  cards, 

and  newspaper-wrappers  sold  teas : 

For  tlio  quarter  er.dcvl  September  30,  lv^r» §0,2'?0, 129  29 

Foi  tlu- <inarter  en<ltd  J)«ceiiib«T  31,  1875 r.,tr32.2:7  '•I 

For  tlM'  quarter  ended  Marcb  M,  1^0 7.00*J.t»74  :R» 

For  the  quarter  ended  June  30,  1870 (^75^,  I'.W  01 

Total 2f.,  K79, 51-i  10 

Tin  aixouut  of  offuicil  f>1anip8funn»hfd  Ike  different  Departments,  and  included  in  the  above 

amount  of  stamps  sold,  was.: 

To  lln'  Kxt'culivo  Oflic(» ^ $OK>  00 

'lo  \Ur  Department  of  Stati- ^ 3,0ih)  tm 

T«»  tin*  Navy  IVpartmonL ^ J4.4U)  (K) 

To  tl!««  War  Department ^ H»,  .\^\  irj 

To  the  A;4ri<'ultnral  Department C h\(H)  <* 

To  the  Interior  Di-partiiient ^(HMiOO  ml 

T«i  the  Depaitment  of  .lust ice '. 3,  47«i  l»i> 

Tn  llie  Treasury  De^Kirtment  [, '*'.!!*.'.  97',iHH»  <V 

To  the  J'nst-Ollice  Department *. 1P79,'«»I0  .'ti' 

'''•»<i'i 1.2^1,3^9.4;; 


T 

ft* 
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The  mumher  ^  quarterly  retmrm§  of  poBiauiMifn  rrceived  amd  amditfd,  o^  whUh  the  ntim  of 

$l5.l%»t.Sj(VC7  r<i«  foMwi  due  Ike  Vnitrd  Slatrt,  weu  : 

For  the  qnarter  coded  September  30,  lS7r> 35.G25 

For  the  (|aarter  ended  December  !U,  1^5 3.%Oi7 

For  the  qoArter  ended  March  31, 1870. XnGG9 

For  the  c^aarter  eudinl  Juuo  30,  1?7G itt*.pOC 

Total 142,  eer 


I         m  I    ii^im^mrfm^^ 


MAILTRANSrORTATXON. 

The  amount  cbargod  to  tni08i>ortatioQ  accrued  and  placed  to  the 
cretlit  of  mail-contractors  and  others  for  mail-trnnsiiortatilon  during 
the  year,  was : 

For  tli«  re^nlar  Mr>'icc  of  mail-rontet ,, , |t}»j 099, STiO  78 

For  tiM  ■onply  of  tiiecial  and  mail-menenji^er  offices iS44,dl2  53 

For  the  aaianes  of  noatal-railway  clerks,  ronte  and  other  acents 2j  4p?jtfC7  7P 

For  the  salaries  and  per  diem  of  tb^  assis|a|i)  fypefij^lnnqipots  9f  tho 
postal-ratlway  service '. i6,¥9  Ql 

Total H^.'WJMin 

FOREIGN-MAIL  TRAXSrOUlATIOX. 

San  Francisco,  Japan,  and  (Hiioa ,. Sg02,(i31  23 

United  SUtes  and  Braxil , ^,561  96 

Nrw  York,  Great  BriUin.  and  Ireland OUSOG  C4 

New  Yurk,  Kn};IaiMl,  Oanre,  and  Germany tSO,  VJS  ^7 

New  York.  EnicUnd,  and  Bremen ^ySltf  tiP 

New  York,  San  Francisco,  and  SoQth  American  States,  via 

I'aoama iC,033  74 

N«w  York  and  Great  Briuiu J3,firi<;  W 

New  York,  PbilailHpliia,  Kncland,  ("ranee,  and  Germany..  t<,Ot*»l  74 

New  York.  Havana.  New  Orleans,  and  YctraCmz 32.290  HI 

New  York  and  West  Iiidii>» ,.  7.448  70 

Chicairit.  Detroit.  Portland,  and  Great  Britoip ;).  (UKI  OT* 

Nrw  York  and  Olasfiow ^,210  72 

New  York.  \Vei*t  Indien.  Brazil,  and  Ar^vntiiio  BenqbJic.  l^^^  ^ 

Bost4Mi.  Gmt  Bntaiu,  and  Irelaud ^•/J^il  90 

Pbilailclphia  and  C^m-euatown..^ • l.UHO  06 

France  aii?l  rnitnl  States ^,"742  94 

New  York  aiMl  Soutli  American  l^tates.  via  AspipTraJl J.f^l  7^ 

Pkirtlandaiid  Nova  Scotia CIW  23 

New  York  ami  Brrmuda 7711^2 

Nrw  Cirlrttiia,  Kvf  West,  and  Havana 0f^  fiO 

UaltiUHirr.  Brazil.  Ar);«'ntiiie  U<-piibjJc,  and  West  JiiUi«:s..  404  M> 

Boston  and  NovaScntia 2r»4  |7 

New  Orleans  and  ILivana ^\T*  II 

Fbilailt-ltihia.  Havana,  auU  NV**-  Orlraim 5W7  n; 

Nrw  York  and  Vrneiaela,  y ja  We»»t  Indies ^12  M 

Clrvrlaitd  and  t'aiiaila ,. '}X\  iV 

Nfw  York  and  Ar^rntinc  Hemibtic '. . , 7*  '*■* 

Italtiuiiirv  and  Brentm W  71 

Kry  Wfat  and  Jtavana ^ 17  23 

noalan  aiNl  Great  jSr  I  lain ...  5M4 

Tew  yurk  aimI  Bottrrdani tf  W 

•OSes  tff  fioveriiment  iuail-A;:ent  ;it  JVnama J^  fV2^  "^ 

l&prosra  nf  (•ovvrnnirnt  itiail-a);rnt  At  Aspin^'^lJ r****  *^^ 

ii«iises  i^f  Governiueut  niaU-at;vnL  at  Havana f^V  ^^> 

772.*>U;M 
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The  amonut  credited  to  truDsportatioD  accrued^  and  diarged  to  con- 
tractors for  overcredits,  \f as :  • 

For  fines  imposed $3,981  04 

For  deductions 116.218  76 

$120, 199  80 

Net  amount  to  the  credit  of  mail-contractors  and  otbers 18,805, 189  14 

The  umount  actually  paid  during  tUo  year  was $18,604,386  95 

STATEMENT  OP  COLLECTINa  DIVISION. 

This  division  has  had  charge  of  24,760  accoants  of  postmaatera  who 
beoame  late  duriug  the  period  from  Jaly  1, 1874,  to  Jane  30, 187& 

•   Amounts  collected  firom  postmasters  becoming  late  prior  to  July  1, 1875 : 

Collected  by  draft $20,245  73 

Collected  bysuit 21,201  99 

Credited  on  vonchers ^ 74,79^  3d 

Cliarpfcd  to  suspense • 40  9C 

Charged  to  bad  debts 41,«2  17 

Charged  to  compromise  debts 90d  ^ 

Total 259.114  «7 

Number  of  changes  of  postmasters  reported  by  appointment-office  during 
the  fiscal  year  was  9,497 ;   and  the  balances  doe  the  United  States  upon 

the  accounts  of  said  late  i>o8tmasters  amounts  to $193,  (^  4J 

Of  which  there  has  been — 

Collected  by  draft $88,403  71 

Credited  on  Touchers 224  45 

Charged  to  suspense 211  5C 

Charged  to  bad  debts 297  49 

89. 137  21 

Total  remaining  due 103.957  *X 

Of  which  there  is — 

In  suit §37/5  81 

Not  in  suit 103,580  44 

103. 957  ST. 

Atnonnt  reported  due  late  postmasters,  late  prior  to  July  1, 1875 : 

As  per  last  report $85,00*2  04 

Decrease  during  the  fiscal  year l,2iW  b5 

Amount  remaining  due .^      a3.7u3  VJ 

Amonut  paid  thereon ||51,b50  7G 

Amount  dosed  by  suspense 5,573  35 

Amount  remiiiniug  due  June  30, 187G 2G,273  08 

83. 703  10 

Amount  duo  postmasters  late  during  the  fiscal  year ^'3^.0-17  C3 

Amount  paid  thereon $11,38:)  4G 

Amount  closed  by  suspense 870  97 

Amount  remaining  duo 26,393  20 

38. 047  C3 

Amonnt  due  bv  late  postmasters  for  which  suit  has  been  brought  duiing 

the  iiscal  year $70,139  07 

Amonnt  collected  by  suit  during  the  fiscal  year 21,20193 

The  subjoined  tables,  numbered  from  1  to  38,  inclusive,  exhibit  in 
detail  the  transactions  of  the  Department  for  tho  fiscal  year. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  McQEEW,  Auditor. 
Hon.  Jas.  N.  Tyner, 

Postmaster'  OeneraL 
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REPORT 


OF 


THE  COMmSSIONER  OF  AGRICULTURE, 


Department  of  Agbicultube, 

Washington^  November  1, 187G. 

To  the  President  of  Hie  United  States : 

Sib  :  The  c^elebmtiou  of  this  ccntonnial  aunivorsary  of  the  iudcpend- 
ciicc  of  tho  United  States  is  especially  marked  by  the  exhibition  of  the 
products  of  the  earth ;  thus  recognizing  tho  UDiversally-acceptod  im- 
pression, that  to  agricultural  science  and  industry  belongs  tbo  attribato 
of  characterizing  the  leading  feature  of  the  world's  improvoment.  A 
review  of  the  exhibition  which  is  now  in  progress  brings  prominently 
to  view  tho  interest  which  the  world  takes  in  the  cultivation  of  tbc 
earth's  products  and  tho  improvement  of  their  character.  All  around, 
and  everywhere,  you  meet  with  a  sample  of  the  product  itself,  orthe 
improved  implement  by  which  it  is  cultivated  or  prepared  for  consump- 
tion. Tho  very  walls  of  the  building  are  decorated  with  the  niagnificeot 
products  of  tho  farmer,  whilst  within  those  walls  the  fruits  of  his  labor 
are  beautifully  displayed  as  tho  evidence  of  his  devotion  to  tho  declara- 
tion which  secured  to  him  freedom  and  happiness. 

This  Department  has  contributed  largely  to  that  exposition  in  the 
exhibits  which  it  has  made.  Statistics,  Chemistry,  Botany,  Microseopy« 
Entomology',  and  the  Seed  Division  are  all  there,  to  represent  the  pro. 
digious  progress  which  has  been  made  in  this  country  in  the  last  one 
hundred  years ;  and  I  am  extremely  gratified  to  be  enabled  to  say  that 
their  display  has  made  a  lasting  impression  of  the  wonderful  achieve- 
ments which  have  been  accomplished  in  the  agriculture  of  the  United 
States. 

This  Department  Las  availed  itself  of  the  opportunity  w  hich  this  ex- 
hibitiou  atibrds  to  make  exchanges  of  seeds,  plants,  and  publications 
with  several  foreign  nations,  whereby  largo  additions  will  bo  made  to 
our  Museum  and  Library.  This  will  involve  the  necessity  of  an  addition 
to  our  museum-hall  by  the  erection  of  a  gallery.  The  original  plan  of 
this  hall  contemplated  such  an  addition  when  it  should  be  necessary, 
and  tho  contingency  has  now  arrived  when  such  an  improvoment  is  i-en- 
dered  indispensable.  The  space  now  covered  by  tho  hall  occupies  livo 
thonsauil  square  feet  5  the  <iddition  of  the  gallery  will  add  to  this  three 
thousand  square  feet,  and  will  cost  about  two  thousand  live  hundred 
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dollars,  by  an  estimate  whicb  I  have  caased  to  bo  made  by  a  competent 
architect. 

Japan,  Sweden,  Spain,  Portngal,  Venezuela,  the  Australian  Colonies, 
and  others,  have  donated  a  great  part  of  their  native  products,  as  grain, 
roots,  fibers,  &c.,  to  our  Museum.  The  cases  for  these  productions  are 
already  provided  out  of  the  centennial  fund,  and  were  constructed  with 
a  view  of  their  being  placed  in  the  proposed  gallery.  The  constant 
work  of  the  Entomologist  is  adding  daily  to  this  interesting  and  valua- 
ble collection  in  our  Museum;  and  when  it  shall  have  received  the  dona- 
tions of  which  I  have  spoken  from  the  Oentennial  Exhibition,  it  will 
present  such  a  display  as  will  not  be  found  elsewhere. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  out  of  the  sum  appropriated  for  the 
purchase  of  seeds,  I  was  directed  '<  to  expend  $2,000  as  compensation 
to  some  man  of  approved  attainments,  who  is  practically  well  acquainted 
with  methods  of  statistioal  inquiry,  and  -who  has  evinced  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  questions  relating  to  the  national  wants  in  regard  to 
timber,  to  prosecute  investigations  and  inquiries  with  the  view  of  ascer- 
taining the  annual  amount  of  consumption,  importation,  and  exportation 
of  timber  and  other  forest  products,  the  probable  supply  for  future 
wants,  the  means  best  adapted  to  their  preservation  and  renewal,  the 
influence  of  forests  npon  climate,  and  the  measures  that  have  been  suc- 
cessfully applied  in  foreign  countries,  or  that  may  be  deemed  applicable 
in  this  country,  for  the  preservation  and  restoration  or  planting  of  for- 
ests, and  to  report  upon  the  same  to  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture, 
to  be  by  him  in  a  separate  report  transmitted  to  Congress ;  in  pursu- 
ance of  which  I  have  commissioned  Franklin  B.  Ilough,  of  New  York, 
to  perform  these  duties,  the  discharge  of  which,  as  seems  to  have  been 
contemplated  by  act  of  Congress,  will  involve  an  expense  for  the  print- 
ing of  circulars  and  their  distribution,  for  which  no  provision  has  been 
made.  The  sum  of  $2,000  is  certainly  quite  a  meager  compensation  for 
the  performance  of  the  duties  devolved  upon  the  gentleman  appointed, 
without  requiring  him  to  pay  the  expenses  which  he  must  necessarily 
incur  in  collecting  the  information  which  he  will  naturally  seek  from 
the  knowledge  of  others.  There  is  not  such  an  appropriation  for  print- 
ing made  to  this  Department  as  would  justify  me  in  using  any  part  of  it 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  inquiries  which  Mr.  Hough  may  deem 
it  necessary  for  him  to  make. 

The  Statistical  Division  of  the  Department,  charged  with  the  impor- 
tant duty  of  presenting  the  current  facts  of  agricultural  production  and 
distribution,  both  domestic  and  foreign,  has  borne  an  increased  burden 
of  labor  and  responsibility  during  the  present  year.  With  an  enlarged 
field  of  effort,  and  increasing  efliciency,  the  demand  for  information 
not  elsewhere  attainable  is  greater  and  more  persistent,  and  beyond  the 
limited  facilities  for  adequate  supply.  The  saving  to  producers  and 
ccnsumerss  and  the  protection  against  the  organized  misrepresentations 
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of  speculntioi),  tbrongU  tlie  iorormatiou  farnUlicil  by  this  divisioa,  m 
inattfirs  of  constant  and  gratefnl  acknowledgmout,  I 

ThoprcparatioQ  of  tlie  statistical  exhibits  at  tbe  Intcmattoual  £u 
bitloD  at  Pbiladelpliia  bas  added  largely  to  tlie  work  of  tliis  djvuia 
Tbey  are  intended  to  present,  in  couipaot  fonii  and  logical  nrningctn  J 
Willi  sucb  aids  to  iuterpretation  as  arc  afforded  by  color  and  inatbeial 
icnl  delineation,  somo  of  tbo  main  facts  which  illustrate  the  ptf);;renl 
settlement,  production,  and  raral  improvement  of  Ilio  TJultod  Statm 
These  exhibits  include,  Ist,  ai^  large  outline- niaps  of  tbo  L'ait^  tStiUPfl 
(17  feet  by  12,)  representing  by  tints  of  coloring  tbo  diBtribatioaa 
forest  areas,  llie  comparative  value  of  farmlands,  the  rate  of  w»Knl 
farm-labor,  and  the  distributiou  of  cereal  and  textile  crops,  and  tin  oifl 
iu  fruit-culture ;  2d,  engraved  diagrams,  ingonionsly  illnstmtiuff  m 
comparative  yield  of  tbe  several  States,  tbo  eflV-ct  of  dnctnalins  M 
duction  upon  price  and  proUt,  tbe  increase  of  cereal  exportittipiir  tm 
<]uestionR  of  immigration  and  uragos;  3d,  statiatlcg  of  JndiisLrlat  odofl 
tioD,  with  engravings  of  coHoge-buildings ;  nud,  dlh,  Rtntfstics  nf  bum 
animab,  with  type-specimens  iu  lithographic  tlutof  tlm  priocipnl  broea 

I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  the  operations  of  thiit  I)epArtti» 
for  the  coming  year,  upon  which  we  have  entered,  have  brew  tarn 
severely  crippled  by  tbo  legislation  of  the  last  Congress.  f)ur  StatI 
tical  Divisiou,  wbicb  I  look  upon  as  the  most  imiwrtaiit  tu  the  iatertfl 
of  the  country,  bas  been  almost  destroyed  for  want  of  au  iipproprJatU 
to  supply  it.  The  whole  sum  appropriated  to  this  divisloo  is  aiM 
$10,000,  nliich  is  not  quite  suOJcient  to  pay  for  the  clerical  work,  Itm 
iDg  uothiug  for  collecting  agricultural  statistics,  aud  compiling  am 
writing  matter  for  moutbly,  annual,  and  special  reports.  Iu  coofl 
quencu  of  which,  and  the  want  of  a  sullicient  upprophation  for  priuttJ 
tbo  monthly  reports  caunot  be  publisbed  longer  than  Kovember,  and  d 
articles  wbicb  make  up  the  annual  report  cannot  be  procured  nt  all,  d 
less  it  he  (be  pleasure  of  Congress  to  make  a  further  appropriiitJou.    I 

Tbo  Hqinrtmcnl  Grounds  are  yearly  becoming  more  and  more  a  souil 
of  deep  interest  to  students  iu  forestry,  a  subject  that  in  jn»tly  attrafl 
iug  the  attention  of  practical  as  well  as  Fcienti6c  men.  Uo;!ipiirieaH 
can  bore  be  Hade  in  regard  to  tbo  rapidity  of  growth  of  tho  varid 
species,  and  tbeir  adaptability  to  various  purposes  and  uses.  Tbe  J 
lectiou  of  ligneous  plants  is  constantly  receiving  addilloiis,  antll 
rapidly  appro.ii-btng  completiou,  so  far  as  known  plants  are  voacernd 

Efforts  toward  introducing  the  culture  of  tbe  Chiaeso  tea-plant  d 
still  in  forw,  though  tbo  great  reductiou  in  the  nppropriation  for  d 
support  of  the  garden  during  the  year  prevents  any  farther  effort  in  ttfl 
lino  at  present.  ■ 

Among  recent  introductions,  tbo  Japan  persimmon  may  bo  noted  od 

fruit  of  Uiuch  merit.    By  a  long  and  patient  scries  of  seminal  ptodd 

tious  aud  careful  selootioDS,  this  fruit  Eas  reached  great  perfeotlonfl 

Japan,  jrbere  it  is  prepared  and  largely  consumed,  and  exported  id 

^^roacryedOToditto^toiily  to  that  of  the  ordinso'  0  e^  oft^ttBiM^J 
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Namerons  experiments  are  yearly  made  in  the  gardens  with  seeds  and 
plants  received  from  foreign  sources,  mainly  through  the  system  of 
exchange.  Much  information  is  gained  from  these  tests  and  trials,  and 
suggestions  of  value  are  thus  obtained,  as  well  as  additions  of  more  or 
less  value  in  economic  plants  that  are  applicable  either  for  fibers,  barks, 
or  fruits. 

The  collection  of  economic  plants  is  now  considered  one  of  the  best  in 
the  world,  and  is  a  constant  source  of  interest  as  well  as  profit  to  visit- 
ors, as  well  as  supplying  material  for  the  increase  of  the  industrial  inter- 
ests of  the  country. 

Of  the  work  prosecuted  by  the  Chemical  l>ivision  during  the  past  year, 
it  may  be  said  that  the  analytical  portion,  relating  to  original  invest!* 
gatioD,  has  been  very  much  interfered  with  by  the  preparation  and  care 
of  material  for  exhibition  at  the  International  Exposition  at  Phila- 
delphia. The  material  for  this  purpose,  collected  by  the  division,  consists 
of  soils  and  fertilizers  and  of  all  vegetable  substances  it  was  possible  to 
secure,  the  value  of  which  depends  upon  their  chemical  composition,  or 
the  utilization  of  which  involves  chemical  processes. 

Following  this  idea,  the  entire  collection  was  divided  into —  . 

A.  Soils  and  fertilizers. 

B.  Vegetable  products. 

Under  these  general  heads  are  included  the  following : 
In  the  first  division — 

I.  Soils  taken  from  dififerent  geological  formations. 

II.  Bocks  of  known  composition,  with  samples  of  the  soils  formed  from 
them  by  disintegration  and  decomposition. 

III.  Marls. 

1.  Calcareous  or  shell  marls. 

2.  Phosphatic  marls. 

3.  Oreensand  marls. 

IV.  Natural  fertilizers. 

1.  Mineral. 

2.  Vegetable. 

3.  Animal. 

V.  The  combination  of  natural  fertilizing  materials,  for  the  produc- 
tion of  so-called  commercial  or  artificial  fertilizers. 

The  second  division  contains — 
I.  Gereals  and  the  products  resulting  f^om  their  utilization. 
If.  Materials  illustrating  the  production  of  sugar. 

III.  Products  illustrating  the  process  of  fermentation  of  amylaceous 
and  saccharine  substances,  and  the  production  of  alcoholic  liquors  from 
the  fermented  materials  by  distillation. 

IV.  Products  illustrating  the  preparation  of  tobacco  for  consump- 
tion. 

V.  Tanning  and  dyeing  materials. 

VI.  3faterialB  illustrating  the  utilization  of  wood  by  dry  distillation. 
51  Ab 
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Vn.  VegetaMeproiliicts  preparcJ  ami  preaerveil  for  fooil  bf  sj 
methods. 

VIII.  Prottncts of  the  American  Mntcrin  Metlica, ami  tboncUve 
imate  principles  separated  from  them. 

Besides  the  classes  thus  enamertited,  onr  collection  coutaiosn 
of  products  illnstratiog  the  manufacture  of  butter  and  cheesi'i. 

The  fund  at  the  disposal  of  the  division,  for  the  purpose  of  folh 
ont  this  plan,  was  entirely  too  limited  to  make  the  collection  conpl 
but  the  materials  obtained  were  so  arranged  as  to  illastrate  as  oleatl' 
they  would  the  manner  of  their  ntilizalion.     In  Bome  cases  sstni 
were  analyzed,  and  the  results  attached  to  them  when  exhibited,  btit 
could  not  be  made  unirorsal.    The  anaI,vtioal  work  done  in  this  ooni 
tioD  constituted  the  bulk  of  the  work  done  iu  the  Laboratory  daring: 
past  year.     Among  the  materials  analyzed  was  a  series  of  mmples  of 
escrementsof  bats  found  in  ca^'cs  distributed  through  the  SooLbero 
Stat«a,    These  samples  were  collected  anil  forwarOeil  by  cArrespgncleats 
of  the  Department,  tii  whom  circalurlettern,  asking  for  them,  bad  beea 
addressed.    Of  the  number  furnished,  ten  were  fonud  to  be  worlbj  o( 
analysis,  and  of  value  ranging  ftom  910  to  $53  per  ton,  calouliited  apoi 
the  basis  of  the  values  of  their  several  constituents,  generally  adopt«dl 
analysis  of  commercial  fertilizers. 

According  to  the  reports  received  from  our  oorrespondents^  llie 
posits  represented  by  these  samples  are,  some  of  tbom,  of  very  great 
tent.  It  is,  therefore,  a  matter  of  considerable  interest  tosontheni 
tirators,  especially  of  the  inland  States,  where  cost  of  fertiliziDg  idi 
rials,  depending  upon  transportation,  is  such  an  important  item. 

We  also  collected  a  series  of  specimens  of  materials  known  to  be,  soil 
many  supposed  to  be,  of  value  for  tanning.  Of  these  materialn  tbtneen 
varieties  were  obtained,  and  in  all  of  them  the  percentage  of  tannJa  pres- 
ent was  estimated.  The  work  shows  our  range  iu  the  varieties  of  na- 
terials  of  value  in  this  particular  to  bo  much  greater  than  Is  gcaerally 
supposed,  and  also  that  onr  national  rcsonrces  in  this  regard  are 
ably  greater  than  those  of  any  other  government. 

Our  collection  contains  further  a  series  of  samples  of  native  wii 
contributed  by  Bush,  Son  &  Meissner,  of  Busliberg,  Mo.,  which 
includes  wines  manufactured  from  eeveral  now  varieties  of  grapes, 
lieved  to  have  special  merit  as  material  for  mannfacture  of  wioe. 
nnmber  of  samples  (all  of  which  were  analyzed)  obtained   frum 
sourceamounts  to  twenty-two.     Tfaeresultsof  theiranalyKis  will  bedi 
published  In  our  reportju. 

There  are  still  other  materials  of  valnn  that  were  obtained  while 
ing  onr  collection,  well  worthy  of  analysis,  the  comiKisition  of  wl 
shall  be  determined  hereafter. 

The  Microsmpicftl  DirUion  of  this  Department  has  been  princi] 
engaged  in  preparing  a  large  collection  of  Snely-execated  wal 
dniwings  with  the  view  of  showing  tliecbaracterof  cryptogaioJQ  ei,t 
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scopic  fangi,  edible  and  poisonoas  miwhrooinSy  textile  fibers,  &c.,  for  the 
GeoteiiDial  EzbibitioOy  amoanting  in  all  to  aboat  six  hundred  spec!* 
mens,  and  now  forming  part  of  the  Government  exhibit^  the  largest 
proportion  representing  the  leading  types  of  the  genera  of  miscroscopic 
fungi ;  the  results  of  original  investigations,  upon  chemical  tests  for 
flax,  cotton,  ramie,  silk,  wool,  hair,  and  cellulose;  and  still  another 
series,  illustrating  the  principal  vegetaUe  starches,  to  the  number  of 
about  one  hundred  varieties.  These  drawings  present  highly-magnified 
views  of  all  these  microscopic  objects,  including  those  most  important 
in  economic  mycology,  especially  tbe  fungi  commonly  known  as  moldst 
so  destructive  to  vegetation.  The  edible  and  poisonous  mushrooms  are 
distinguished  in  one  class  of  these  drawings.  The  molds  g£  cheese, 
bread,  and  jellies  are  illustrated,  and  their  habits  of  growth  shown,  a 
knowledge  of  which  may  often  be  useful  for  practical  purposes. 

Another  series  of  drawings  illustrate  the  action  of  pear-tree  blight, 
showing  the  effects  of  the  chemical  changes  which  take  place  in  the 
interior  structure  of  the  tree  under  the  attacks  of  the  fungus  to  which 
this  disease  is  due.  Black-knot  is  illustrated  in  a  similar  manner,  some 
of  the  drawings  exhibiting  it  as  it  appears  to  the  naked  eye,  while 
others  show  in  detail  its  distorted,  woody  structure.  The  fungus  which 
produces  it  is  also  shown  at  various  stages  of  its  growth. 

The  fungus  Perono^para  iftfeHanSj  which  causes  potato-rot,  is  illus* 
trated  in  the  various  stages  of  its  growth.  There  is  also  a  series  of 
drawings  of  its  resting  spores,  recently  discovered  by  Mr.  Worthington 
Smith,  of  London,  so  named  fhmi  the  fSsict  that  they  remain  for  months 
in  a  stationary  conditioni  or,  in  other  words,  rest  for  a  long  time  with- 
out germinating. 

The  importance  of  the  mushroom  as  an  article  of  diet  has  never  been 
properly  understood  in  the  United  States,  nor  is  it  generally  known 
how  abundant  our  supply  of  edible  mushrooms  is.  Many  of  those 
popularly  supposed  to  be  poisonous  are  not  merely  innocuous  but  highly 
nutritious,  containing  as  they  do  many  of  the  elements  of  animal  food. 
In  France,  Germany,  and  Italy,  the  mushroom  forms  so  important  a 
part  of  the  food  of  the  people  that  one  distinguished  writer  has  spoken 
of  it  as  ^*the  manna  of  the  poor.''  In  Transylvania,  the  oyster-mash- 
room  is  so  abundant  and  is  so  largely  used  that  tons  of  it  may  often  be 
seen  in  the  markets ;  and  in  some  parts  of  Germany  the  Morel  mush- 
room is  so  popular  that  the  people,  finding  it  to  grow  best  on  a  soil 
treated  with  wood-ashes,  were  accustomed  to  burn  down  portions  of  the 
forest  in  order  to  secure  favorable  spots  for  its  cultivation ;  a  practice 
which  the  government  ultimately  found  it  necessary  to  interdict. 

Particular  pains  have  been  taken  to  represent  the  types  of  the  edible 
mushrooms  of  this  country  as  fully  as  possible,  a  number  of  collectors 
having  been  employed  for  the  purpose  in  various  parts  of  the  United 
States.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  Professor  Peck,  botanist  of 
New  York  State,  who,  in  that  State  alone,  gathered  specimens  of  no 
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less  tbau  eighty  species  of  masbrooms,  incrtudiDg  several  nen-  to  sciotH 
Ko  large  collcctiou  of  well-executed  drawings  of  cryptogainio  fuugl  I 
heretofore  existed  in  this  coimtry,  but  the  Microscopist  hss  8Q|i[>tie<l  t 
defect  in  an  admirable  manner,  and  has  formed  a  collection  wbicb  i 
be  of  permanent  value  to  mycologicat  science.  Tbe  drawings,  ocarlyrf 
of  wbicli  were  matle  from  nature,  fur  the  epecial  pnrxmise  for  which  tJ 
ari)  DOW  used,  esbibit  a  bigb  degree  of  delicacy  and  tinish. 

Tlie  work  of  the  Botanical  Divviion  of  the  Departmeut  baa  1 
steadily  prosecuted.  Many  inqniries  have  been  received  from  dUI 
sections  of  the  country  for  information  respecting  tbo  name,  prop* 
and  uses  of  plants  which  claimed  attention  either  as  weeds  anil  poU, 
or  as  deserving  cultivation  for  agricultural  or  ecouomlu  propertiM. 
These  inquiries  have  been  answered. 

Some  additions  to  the  Herbarinm  have  been  received  from  the  nanef 
of  Lieut.  Qcorge  M.  Wheeler ;  also  a  package,  through  the  Smitbsoniaa 
Institution,  from  Mr.  Karl  Keck,  of  Austria. 

Much  work  haa  been  pei-formed  in  comi)Icling  the  collection  of  woods 
of  the  United  States  for  the  Centennial  Esposition,  and  by  this  mtwu 
large  quantities  of  duplicates  have  been  obtained  with  which  to  eorieb 
the  Herbarium  and  to  exchange  with  foreign  governments  and  maeotUic 
societies.  The  collections  from  which  the  greatest  material  faao  beea 
obtained  are  those  of  Mr.  L.  F.  Ward,  from  Utah;  Mr.  G.  U.  Vasey. 
from  California ;  Dr.  Edwin  Palmer,  from  Arizona  and  Soutbeni  Cali- 
fornia; Mr.  J.  O.  Lemmon,  from  the  Sierra  Nevada  Moitntiiin.<« ;  Ur.  A. 
n.  Ciirtiss,  from  the  Southern  Atlantic  States  ;  and  Mr.  John  Wo 
from  the  Western  States.  Several  sets  of  duplicate  siwcinipus  oft 
woods  of  the  Oeittenniul  collcctioQ  have  been  prepared,  und  may  be  d 
posed  of  to  iostitutious  where  they  may  be  of  benefit,  and  wbenj  tbi 
luay  be  consulted  for  purposes  of  study  and  information,  and  for  fort 
exchanges.  Among  the  collections  thns  obtained  are  many  spcciu 
of  cones,  fruits,  and  seeds,  which  will  be  of  great  interest. 

The  accompanying  tabular  statement  exhibits  the  quantity  tind  kH 
of  seed  issued  from  the  Seed  Divieion  of  the  Department.  A  mure  e 
Bory  examination  of  this  table  conveys  but  a  faint  idvu  of  tho  volnol 
this  division  of  the  Department.  But  when  we  connider  the  value  I 
these  seeds,  collected  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  selected  because  \ 
their  i>eculiar  excellence,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  thousands  of  lu 
Tiduiils,  who  make  them  the  genus  from  Mhich  is  to  grow  a  quuutityfl 
product  that  is  to  characterize  the  future  operations  of  the  fanner  a 
gardener;  when  we  consider  bowdilllcult  it  is  for  ecttlera  upon  I 
wild  lands  of  the  Wetit,  who  liavti  expended  perhaps  their  lust  ilollnri 
reachiug  the  spot  from  whose  fertility  they  hoi»e  to  live,  to  get  even  t 
poorest  of  seed,  (and  this  Department  will  put  into  their  hands  t 
which  is  choice  and  excellent,}  we  may  readily  imagine  tlut  thna  a 
U  "Bowu-in  good  ground,  and  will  bring  forth  an  bandred-folil." 
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Tabular  Biatement  tfiowing  the  qnaniity  afid  Jcind  of  seed  issued  ly  (he  Department  of  Agri- 
culture,  undisr  the  general  appropriation,  from  July  1,  lb75>  to  June  30, 1676;  indusite. 


Description  of  seed. 


Te^retable papers.. 

Dower do.... 

Herb do.... 

Tree do.... 

FISLD-BEEDS. 

THieat qTip.rts.. 

OatA do.... 

Ijarley do.... 

liye do 

Buckwheat do 

Cora ....do.... 

Pease do.... 

Ciorer do.... 

Grass do.... 

Soj^ar-beet do.... 

Mangel'wurzel do.... 

lUoe. do.... 

SorRhnm do.... 

Millet do 

Broom-eorn do.... 

8pelti do.... 

fetches do 

Itaue bal  f •  pi  n  ta . . 

Tobacco papers.. 

Opiain  poppy do 

Chufa do 

TEXTILES. 

Cotton quarts.. 

Jute do.... 

Uetnp do ... . 

Flax do 

Ramie papers.. 

Grand  total 


d 

11 

•8 

I 

c 

1 
1 

1 

7  •«• 

c'2 

S2 

is 

1 

to 
•<1 

1 

'    1 

337 

328,819 

100,025 

151, 390 

31.T  740 

1      P93, 974 

275 

S03,H6 

i:o 

585 

169, 187 

372,088 

9 

10 
3U0 

223 
SL949 

233 

16 

.......... 

52 

3,391 

7 

14. 419 

24.  nrc 

i      1^506 

8.016 

65.827 

3 

e.862 

V.\  964 

7,  55:2 

4,460 

40,838 

3 

5,li0 

8,497 

4,8f^ 

702 

19,277 

S 

2») 

7,268 

42 

571 

8,161 

1 

fiOO 

3,3^4 

6.906 

442 

10,932 

3 

3,478 

4.6.%0 

1,6,>0 

1,710 

11,408 

1 

356 

1,080 

1 

CI 

1,498 

4 

2,689 

70 

100 

1,440 

4,308 

C 

6,549 

4,023 

200 

4,:m 

15, 143 

3 

8.000 

418 

10 

271 

2,  €99 

3 

1,863 

416 

4 

198 

s.4eo 

1 

12 

2K 

90 

252 

22 

7 

58,374 

2 
2 

8 

203 

158 

85 

4G0 

11 

2 

5,511 

'               70 

1 

'             427 

1 

256 

1 

273 

1 

€12 

1 

9 

35 

1 

9 

6 

50 

172 

64,107 

1 

25 

253 
193 

258 

278 

1 

13 
2 

477 

4 

S08 

FG3 

1 

re 

3(5 

103 

14 

90 
15 

146 

1 

51 

1 

103 

1 

1^ 



637,160 

174, 281 

192,053 

516, 691 

1,520,207 

My  mind  has  always  been  impressed  with  the  idea  that  some  cheaper 
mode  might  be  devised  for  patting  np  the  seed  for  transmission  by  mail, 
and  the  exhibition  at  the  Centennial  has  presented  to  me  a  means  of 
solving  this  problem.  A  machine  for  the  constroction  of  a  box  made  of 
strong  paper  is  there  exhibited,  which  I  am  quite  satisfied  will  cheapen 
the  patting  np  of  seed  one-half,  if  not  more,  thus  saving  to  the  Govern- 
ment from  five  to  seven  thoasand  dollars  a  year,  whereby  that  moch  of 
seed  will  be  added  to  the  quantity  now  distribated.  Quart-bags  in 
which  the  seed  is  now  put  up  cost  about  $24.70  a  thousand,  including 
material  and  all  labor  of  putting  up  the  seed  \  whereas  the  paper  box, 
which  is  more  convenient  and  equally  safe  for  transmission  by  the  mails, 
would  cost  but  aboat  $8.20  per  thousand;  and  the  saving  on  smaller 
boxes  is  proportionately  great.  I  propose  to  purchase  this  machine  at 
a  cost  of  $5,000. 

The  Department  is  careful  in  its  arrangements  with  seed  growers  and 
dealers,  from  whom  it  obtains  its  customary  supplieSi  to  secure  the  best 
selections  and  the  purest  seeds.    The  result  of  this  care  is  that,  with 
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very  rare  exceptious,  wo  are  enaMed  to  dUficmlDate  the  very  Ueet  s*w 
or  lliis  we  are  assured  by  Ibe  uuirorm  textituony  of  tlie  uamcrtiU!*  |>a 
ties  iu  every  part  of  tlio  coiiutry  to  wliom  seeds  are  seut.  Tills  la 
luoiiy  is  gratifyiug  to  the  Department,  not  only  as  cvtdet>ce  of  i 
fditbfulnesS]  Lut  as  iUastrative  of  the  value  of  its  operations  li|>on  t 
country. 

The  follovriQg  table  exhibits,  iu  a  coudcused  form,  the  appTopnatioBf 
made  by  Cougresa  for  this  Department,  the  disburecmeutis  ""tl  the  I 
auces  to  be  covered  into  the  United  States  Ti-easury,  for  tlic  Hwal  ya 
ending  June  30,  1876: 


-—.y- 

biitwl," 

IXJ..M. 

rT.iso» 

t.gMou 
ii,»DUoa 

tS 

i:* 

SM,UDU) 

i;ll,l!aH]Ji 

.^ 

oily  or  qulle  rlli>a>u4  In  I 


Since  I  have  had  charge  of  this  lieparttneut  it  has  been  my  e 
GatififactioD  to  know  that  its  fiscal  accounts  have  been  l^ept  vritli  t 
utmost  accunicy  and  fidelity,  and  iu  accordance  nitb  the  provisioDS  of 
the  laiv.  Tlie  absolute  jiccaiiiury  uecessities  of  the  Dcpartmeot  la  taett 
the  wants  of  the  Statistical  Di^'ii>iorl  induced  me  to  claim  from  tlte  S 
retary  of  the  Treasury  a  proportionate  ])art  of  the  a|)proprlatioD  t 
$GO,0(Ml,  made  by  the  act  of  August  15,  1S;g,  to  meet  the  li 
the  several  Executive  Departiueata,  accorditig  to  the  exigcocios  o 
public  service.  The  Secretary,  however,  being  of  opinion  thai  t 
iuteoded  to  limit  the  amonut  to  be  exx)ended  *' for  collecting  agi 
tural  statistics  and  writing  matter  for  monthly  aud  special  r 
the  snm  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  did  not,  for  ILat  r 
himself  justified  in  complying  with  my  request. 

Respectfully  subniitteJ,  by  your  obedient  servant, 

FKEDIv,  WATTS, 
Commissioner  of  AffricttltureM 
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